
4) Who decided that the person in question should not sign/send an affidavit to the Scottish Information Commissioner and 
instead sent a signed statement? I request all communications related to discussions surrounding this and the eventual decision 
to not sign/send an affidavit 

 

section 36(1) of FOISA 

Section 38(1)(b) of FOISA 

Section 30(c) – the effective conduct of public affairs 

Section 30 (i) of FOISA 

Out of scope  

 

From: David Hutchison@[redacted.gov.scot] 
Sent: 02 May 2025 16:45 
To: Andrew Bruce @[redacted.gov.scot]; Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot] DG Corporate@[redacted.gov.scot] Lesley Fraser 
@[redacted.gov.scot] Director Propriety and Ethics@[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted]@gov.scot ; [redacted]@gov.scot 
Cc: [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot  

Subject: RE: Urgent - draft letter to go to OSIC today re affidavit 020525.docx 

 

As I set out earlier, I’m happy with the approach Lorna has set out at that its shared with FM to note. 

 

From: Andrew Bruce @[redacted.gov.scot]  
Sent: 02 May 2025 16:44 
To: Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot] David Hutchison @[redacted.gov.scot] DG Corporate @[redacted.gov.scot] Lesley Fraser 
@[redacted.gov.scot] Director Propriety and Ethics @[redacted.gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot 
Cc: [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot >; Andrew Bruce @[redacted.gov.scot]  
Subject: RE: Urgent - draft letter to go to OSIC today re affidavit 020525.docx 

 

Lorna 

 

Unless Davie disagrees, I don’t think this needs to be approved by Ministers.  My suggestion is that we ask Ministers to note the response, 
cleared by DG Corporate, that has been sent to OSIC. 

 

Andy 

 

 

Andy Bruce 

Director of Communications & Ministerial Support 

 

[redacted] 

[redacted]@gov.scot 

 

 

From: David Hutchison@[redacted.gov.scot]  
Sent: 02 May 2025 16:19 
To: Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot]  DG Corporate @[redacted.gov.scot]  Lesley Fraser @[redacted.gov.scot]  Andrew 
Bruce@[redacted.gov.scot] Director Propriety and Ethics @[redacted.gov.scot[redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot 
[redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot  

Subject: Re: Urgent - draft letter to go to OSIC today re affidavit 020525.docx 

 

Lorna, 

 

i think approach you’ve outlined in the intersects of time make sense, with FM being asked to note etc. 

Out of scope  

Many thanks 

D 

mailto:Ethics@[redacted.gov.scot


 

 

From: Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot] 
Sent: Friday, May 2, 2025 3:56 pm 
To: DG Corporate @[redacted.gov.scot Lesley Fraser @[redacted.gov.scot; Andrew Bruce @[redacted.gov.scot; Director Propriety and 
Ethics @[redacted.gov.scot David Hutchison @[redacted.gov.scot redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot   

Cc: [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot   
Subject: Urgent - draft letter to go to OSIC today re affidavit 020525.docx 

  

Hi all 

 [draft letter out of scope] 

Out of scope  [redacted] 

  

I would be grateful for urgent views on the draft letter. 

  

 

Out of scope My intention is to ask Ministers to note the approach rather than specifically approve the letter but grateful for any views on 
whether we do need to let Ministers see and or approve it in advance of me writing to OSIC. The other option is to for to write to OSIC then 
just alert Ministers to me having done so and why. As we are all content with the proposed way forward, might that be acceptable given 
the time? 

  

  

Lorna 

 

From [redacted]@gov.scot 
Sent: 02 May 2025 15:01 
To: Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot] 
Subject: URGENT - OFF-SEN - FOI Appeal 202400395463 - Affidavit RequestLorna – draft email to FM … 

 

FM 

 

Following recent discussions on the best handling for the FOI Appeal 202400395463 - Affidavit Request, this note is to update you and to 
seek your approval for our proposed approach. 

 

[Redacted] 

I now propose to formally respond to OSIC on behalf of Scottish Ministers as a FOISA public authority, and the draft letter is attached. This 
follows the conventions of an investigation response in the FOISA appeal process. This will ensure we protect our processes and our path 
to a possible appeal. Our deadline to respond is close of play today, Friday 2 May.  

 

I would appreciate your early response in order to allow us to meet this deadline. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Lorna 

 

 

[redacted] 

 

[redacted] 

[redacted] 

Mob: [redacted] 

 

 



[redacted] 

 

From: Lorna Gibbs@[redacted.gov.scot]  
Sent: 01 May 2025 13:51 
To: Andrew Bruce@[redacted.gov.scot]  
Subject: Outline of what i think we agreed we should discuss 

 

Out of scope  

[redacted] 

The below in quotation marks has been considered for redaction under Section 30 (ii) of FOISA 

‘Suggested option 

 

• [redacted]’s narrative is provided to the FOI unit not OSIC 

• The FOI unit uses that narrative to draft a letter explaining that we do not accept that an Scottish Government employee should 
provide an affidavit or indeed a personal response to OSIC 

• The letter should answer the questions based on [redacted]’s narrative 

 

This would demonstrate a commitment to being open and helpful to OSIC’s consideration of the appeal but would maintain the 
importance of the standard approach hereby the FOI Unit are the intermediaries between the rest of Scottish Government and OSIC 

 

Depending on how quickly [redacted] can get the narrative to us to consider, we could aim to send the full letter by tomorrow’s deadline. If 
that is not possible, or if we need time to consider further, we could send a letter tomorrow saying we will provide detailed answers, but 
not in the form of an affidavit as we are not persuaded by OSIC’s reasoning on this, early \ middle next week.’ 

 

[redacted] 

 

Lorna  

 

 

 

 

From: Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot]  
Sent: 30 April 2025 17:21 
To: First Minister @[redacted.gov.scot]  
Cc: [redacted.gov.scot] [redacted.gov.scot] 

 

Permanent Secretary @[redacted.gov.scot]  [redacted.gov.scot>;  [redacted.gov.scot]  [redacted.gov.scot]  [redacted.gov.scot]  DG 
Corporate @[redacted.gov.scot] Lesley Fraser @[redacted.gov.scot]  Andrew Bruce @[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted.gov.scot]   Michael 
Chalmers @[redacted.gov.scot[redacted.gov.scot]   [redacted.gov.scot]   [redacted.gov.scot]   John Webster@[redacted.gov.scot]; 
[redacted.gov.scot]  Director Propriety and Ethics <@[redacted.gov.scot] @[redacted.gov.scot]Minister for Parliamentary Business 2024 
@[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted.gov.scot]  David Hutchison@[redacted.gov.scot] Anna Kynaston@[redacted.gov.scot]; 
[redacted.gov.scot]   

Subject: RE: BRIEFING NOTE: For Urgent awareness - FOI Appeal 202400395463 - Oversight of redactions to Jame Hamilton report  
Importance: High 

[redacted] 

 

The reply notes that there is no obligation for [redacted]to provide an affidavit but goes on to state that if [redacted] chooses not to assist 
or fails to intimate a willingness to do so by 5pm Friday 2nd May 2025, the Commissioner will record that as a refusal, but without taking 
negative inference from it. He may, however (taking account of the requirements of section 45 of FOISA and those of the UK GDPR, as 
appropriate), refer to any such request and response in his subsequent Decision Notice narrative. 

 

We were planning to [redacted]on options but that will not be possible if we are to adhere to the SIC deadline. 

 

Officials are considering the letter and will provide initial advice. However, give the sensitivities and the short deadline, a meeting with FM 
and others to discuss options might be advisable. Please do let us know if that is an option, appreciating the pressure of diaries. 



 

 

 

Lorna Gibbs  

Improving Public Engagement Division 

 

 

 

From: [redacted.gov.scot]  On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 29 April 2025 15:35 
To: [redacted.gov.scot]  First Minister@[redacted.gov.scot]  
Cc: [redacted.gov.scot]   [redacted.gov.scot]  Permanent Secretary @[redacted.gov.scot]  [redacted.gov.scot]  [redacted.gov.scot]   
[redacted.gov.scot]   [redacted.gov.scot]   [redacted.gov.scot]  gov.scot]  Lesley Fraser @[redacted.gov.scot]  ; Andrew Bruce 
@[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted.gov.scot]  Michael Chalmers @[redact.gov.scot]  [redacted.gov.scot]   [redacted.gov.scot]   
[redacted.gov.scot]   [redacted.gov.scot]   John Webster @[redacted.gov.scot]   Director Propriety and Ethics @[redacted.gov.scot]  
[redacted.gov.scot]  Minister for Parliamentary Business 2024 @[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted.gov.scot]   David Hutchison 
@[redacted.gov.scot]  Anna Kynaston @[redacted.gov.scot]  Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot]   
Subject: RE: BRIEFING NOTE: For Urgent awareness - FOI Appeal 202400395463 - Oversight of redactions to Jame Hamilton report  

 

This email is for the official record and confirms a Ministerial Decision. This email must be placed in the official record (eRDM) by 
your team in line with SG records management policy. 

Hi [redacted]  Lorna, 

 

The First Minister is content for this to issue.  

 

Thanks, 

 

[redacted]   

 

[redacted]   

[redacted]   

 

 

 

 

 

From: Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot]  
Sent: 28 April 2025 13:03 
To: First Minister@[redacted.gov.scot]  
Cc: : [redacted.gov.scot]  First Minister@[redacted.gov.scot]  
Cc: [redacted.gov.scot]   [redacted.gov.scot]  Permanent Secretary @[redacted.gov.scot]  [redacted.gov.scot]  [redacted.gov.scot]   
[redacted.gov.scot]   [redacted.gov.scot]   [redacted.gov.scot]  gov.scot]  Lesley Fraser @[redacted.gov.scot]  ; Andrew Bruce 
@[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted.gov.scot]  Michael Chalmers @[redact.gov.scot]  [redacted.gov.scot]   [redacted.gov.scot]   
[redacted.gov.scot]   [redacted.gov.scot]   John Webster @[redacted.gov.scot]   Director Propriety and Ethics @[redacted.gov.scot]  
[redacted.gov.scot]  Minister for Parliamentary Business 2024 @[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted.gov.scot]   David Hutchison 
@[redacted.gov.scot]  Anna Kynaston @[redacted.gov.scot]  Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot]   
Subject: RE: BRIEFING NOTE: For Urgent awareness - FOI Appeal 202400395463 - Oversight of redactions to Jame Hamilton report  
Importance: High 

[redacted] 

 

 

We have had further discussions with policy colleagues [redacted] 

 

Our current view is that I should reply to OSIC tomorrow (the revised deadline for responses) as attached.  In summary the letter does not 
seek to provide any information on the redaction process. Instead it seeks to clarify why OSIC is requesting an affidavit in relation to an 
application under section 47 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA), noting that this is not normally part of that 

file:///C:/Users/u455542/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/FCQOO396/scotsconnect.sharepoint.com/sites/MyWork/SitePages/Records-management.aspx


process and that we are not aware of such a request previously in relation to an appeal. Our collective view is this is the best way to focus 
their attention on the key issue; understanding the purpose and reasoning behind the request. It does not tie us into a particular course of 
action in the future regarding the request for an affidavit.  

 

[redacted]  

Those discussions can take place whilst we await a response to my letter to OSIC. 

 

It would be helpful to know if FM has a view on the approach or would like to discuss it. 

 

Many thanks 

 

 

 

Lorna .  

 

From: [redacted]@gov.scot On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 22 April 2025 12:24 
To: Lorna Gibbs@[redacted.gov.scot] First Minister @[redacted.gov.scot]   
Cc: [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  Permanent Secretary <@[redacted.gov.scot]  [redacted]@gov.scot  >; 
[redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  DG Corporate @[redacted.gov.scot]  Lesley Fraser @[redacted.gov.scot]  
Andrew Bruce @[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted]@gov.scot Michael Chalmers @[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted]@gov.scot  
[redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  John Webster @[redacted.gov.scot] Director Propriety and Ethics 
@[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot  Minister for Parliamentary Business 2024 @[redacted.gov.scot] 
[redacted]@gov.scot Jeanette Campbell @[redacted.gov.scot]  Anna Kynaston @[redacted.gov.scot]   
Subject: RE: BRIEFING NOTE: For Urgent awareness - FOI Appeal 202400395463 - Oversight of redactions to Jame Hamilton report  

 

Hi Lorna, 

[redacted] 

 

Grateful if you could consider the above and provide a further update please. 

 

Many thanks, 

 

[redacted] 

[redacted] 

[redacted] 

5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  

 

From: Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot]  
Sent: 17 April 2025 16:24 
To: First Minister @[redacted.gov.scot]  
Cc[redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  Permanent Secretary <@[redacted.gov.scot]  [redacted]@gov.scot  >; [redacted]@gov.scot  
[redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  DG Corporate @[redacted.gov.scot]  Lesley Fraser @[redacted.gov.scot]  Andrew Bruce 
@[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted]@gov.scot Michael Chalmers @[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  
[redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  John Webster @[redacted.gov.scot] Director Propriety and Ethics @[redacted.gov.scot] 
[redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot  Minister for Parliamentary Business 2024 @[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted]@gov.scot Jeanette 
Campbell @[redacted.gov.scot]  Anna Kynaston @[redacted.gov.scot]   

Subject: RE: BRIEFING NOTE: For Urgent awareness - FOI Appeal 202400395463 - Oversight of redactions to Jame Hamilton report  

 

Hi [redacted] 

 

Please see early advice as requested. 

 

 

Lorna Gibbs  



Improving Public Engagement Division 

 

 

From: [redacted]@gov.scot On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 15 April 2025 08:41 
To: First Minister @[redacted.gov.scot] Director Propriety and Ethics @[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted]@gov.scot 
Cc; [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot Permanent Secretary @[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot  
[redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  >; DG Corporate @[redacted.gov.scot] Lesley Fraser @[redacted.gov.scot]  Andrew Bruce 
@[redacted.gov.scot] Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot]  redacted]@gov.scot; Michael Chalmers @[redacted.gov.scot]  
[redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  John Webster @[redacted.gov.scot]   
Subject: RE: BRIEFING NOTE: For Urgent awareness - FOI Appeal 202400395463 - Oversight of redactions to Jame Hamilton report  

 

Hi all, 

 

Also adding John W to this chain for awareness. 

 

FM has noted these contents and would welcome early advice on this matter. Are you able to send something by COP Thursday please? 

 

Many thanks, 

 

[redacted] 

[redacted] 

[redacted] 

5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  

 

 

Out of scope  

 

From: [redacted]@gov.scot  
Sent: 11 April 2025 17:21 
To: First Minister @[redacted.gov.scot]  
Cc: Minister for Parliamentary Business 2024@[redacted.gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  
[redacted]@gov.scot Permanent Secretary @[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted]@gov.scot Jeanette Campbell @[redacted.gov.scot]  
[redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot DG Corporate 
@[redacted.gov.scot] Lesley Fraser @[redacted.gov.scot]  Andrew Bruce @[redacted.gov.scot]  Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot]  
[redacted]@gov.scot Michael Chalmers @[redacted.gov.scot]  [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot   
Subject: BRIEFING NOTE: For Urgent awareness - FOI Appeal 202400395463 - Oversight of redactions to Jame Hamilton report  

 Out of scope  

First Minister  

  

We have received the attached request from the Scottish Information Commissioner in relation to an appeal case connected to the James 
Hamilton inquiry into the former First Minister. This note is for information only at this point.  

 Out of scope  

  

  

Out of scope  

You will note that the Commissioner has asked for an affidavit from [redacted]setting out details of any role he had in relation to the 
redactions to the report. [redacted] is aware of the request.  

  

At this stage this note is for awareness only and further advice will follow in early course once the FOI Unit, Propriety and Ethics and 
[redacted]  colleagues have considered the ask in detail.  

  

Kind regards 

[redacted] 



[redacted]  

Freedom of Information Unit | Improving Public Engagement Division | Scottish Government  

  

 

From: Andrew Bruce @[redact.gov.scot]  
Sent: 01 May 2025 07:41 
To: Lorna Gibbs @[redact.gov.scot]  
[Redacted}@gov.scot [Redacted}@gov.scot [Redacted}@gov.scot  [Redacted}@gov.scot [Redacted}@gov.scot [Redacted}@gov.scot 
[Redacted}@gov.scot 
Cc: Director Propriety and Ethics @[redact.gov.scot]  [Redacted}@gov.scot  [Redacted}@gov.scot  

Subject: Re: Application to the Scottish Information Commissioner 202400547 Your Ref 202400395463 (affidavit) 

 

Many thanks from me too for the quick work here and I agree that this advice looks good. 

Out of scope  

Andy 

 

 

From: Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot]  
Sent: Thursday, May 1, 2025 7:12 am 
To:[redacted]@gov.scot  >; :[redacted]@gov. :[redacted]@gov. :[redacted]@gov. :[redacted]@gov. :[redacted]@gov. :[redacted]@gov.   
Cc: Director Propriety and Ethics@[redacted.gov.scot]  :[redacted]@gov. [redacted]@gov.Andrew Bruce @[redacted.gov.scot] 
Subject: Re: Application to the Scottish Information Commissioner 202400547 Your Ref 202400395463 (affidavit) 

  

Huge thanks for this. It looks a sensible way forward but grateful for urgent thoughts from others before we submit to FM. 

 

 

Lorna 

 

[Redacte 

[redacted]  

 

  

 Out of scope  

 

 

From: Michael Chalmers @[redacted.gov.scot]  On Behalf Of Director Propriety and Ethics 
Sent: 28 April 2025 12:47 
To: Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot]  [redacted]@gov.scot Andrew Bruce @[redacted.gov.scot]  Director Propriety and Ethics 
@[redacted.gov.scot]  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  
[redacted]@gov.scot  

Subject: RE: Draft letter for comment - response to OSIC - RE: BRIEFING NOTE: For Urgent awareness - FOI Appeal 202400395463 - 
Oversight of redactions to Jame Hamilton report  

 

Thanks Lorna – yes content, I had misunderstood. 

 

Michael 

 

Michael Chalmers 

Director for Propriety and Ethics 

Scottish Government 

 

[redacted] 



From: Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot]  
Sent: 28 April 2025 12:28 
To: [redacted]@gov.scot Andrew Bruce @[redacted.gov.scot]  
 Director Propriety and Ethics @[redacted.gov.scot]  
>; [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  
[redacted]@gov.scot   

Subject: RE: Draft letter for comment - response to OSIC - RE: BRIEFING NOTE: For Urgent awareness - FOI Appeal 202400395463 - 
Oversight of redactions to Jame Hamilton report  

 

Thanks [redacted] 

 

Michael – are you content now that we have enough flexibility in the letter not to preclude any option? 

 

If there are no further comments, I will do an update note to FM. 

 

 

Lorna 

 

From: [redacted]@gov.scot  
Sent: 28 April 2025 12:09 
To: Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot] Andrew Bruce @[redacted.gov.scot]  Director Propriety and Ethics @[redacted.gov.scot]  
[redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  
[redacted]@gov.scot   

Subject: RE: Draft letter for comment - response to OSIC - RE: BRIEFING NOTE: For Urgent awareness - FOI Appeal 202400395463 - 
Oversight of redactions to Jame Hamilton report  

 

Lorna 

 

Thanks. With apologies for (slightly) missing your deadline, I can confirm I have no comments to offer. 

 

 

 

Regards  

 

[redacted] 

[redacted] 

 

 

From: Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot]  
Sent: 25 April 2025 17:48 
To: Andrew Bruce @[redacted.gov.scot]  
 Director Propriety and Ethics @[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted]@gov.scot  
[redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot 
[redacted]@gov.scot 
Cc: [redacted]@gov.scot 
Subject: Draft letter for comment - response to OSIC - RE: BRIEFING NOTE: For Urgent awareness - FOI Appeal 202400395463 - Oversight 
of redactions to Jame Hamilton report  
Importance: High 

 

Hi all 

 

We have discussed how to respond to the letter from OSIC asking for an affidavit from [redacted] regarding [redacted]  role in the 
redaction process for the Hamilton report[redacted] we are proposing the attached draft which focuses on our questions around the 
justification for the request and which does not reiterate previously provided information on the redaction process. Our collective view is 
this is the best way to focus their attention on the key issue. 

[redacted] 



If there are any initial views on that then happy to receive them. If a discussion would be helpful I can set something on for Monday. 

 

Once this copy list, plus anyone else you think should be involved (Andy – do you want to play Lesley back in?) I can formally send it to FM 
For awareness and to reassure him on the move to seek [redacted]  advice (Michael and Andy – we need to discuss which budget that 
relates to but we can do that offline). 

 

Grateful for comments on Monday morning if at all possible. 

 

Thanks 

 

 

Lorna  

 

 

 

From: Michael Chalmers @[redacted.gov.scot] on behalf of Director Propriety and Ethics @[redacted.gov.scot] 
Sent: Monday, April 14, 2025 11:50:04 AM 
To [redacted]@gov.scot First Minister @[redacted.gov.scot]   
Cc: [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot Permanent Secretary @[redacted.gov.scot] >; [redacted]@gov.scot 
redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  DG Corporate @[redacted.gov.scot]  Lesley Fraser @[redacted.gov.scot] 
Andrew Bruce @[redacted.gov.scot]  Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot]  [redacted]@gov.scot Michael Chalmers @[redacted.gov.scot] >; 
[redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  

Subject: RE: BRIEFING NOTE: For Urgent awareness - FOI Appeal 202400395463 - Oversight of redactions to Jame Hamilton report  

  

Hi  [redacted] – redacted. 

  

Out of scope  

I’m conscious that Lesley out of scope (I think) and it might be a good idea to get together to discuss handling before she goes. Out of 
scope 

  

Michael 

  

Michael Chalmers 

Director for Propriety and Ethics 

Scottish Government 

 [redacted] 

 

 

  

 

From: Andrew Bruce@[redacted.gov.scot] 
Sent: 25 April 2025 18:42 
To: Director Propriety and Ethics @[redacted.gov.scot] Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot  
[redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot[redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot 
Cc: [redacted]@gov.scot Andrew Bruce @[redacted.gov.scot] 
Subject: RE: Draft letter for comment - response to OSIC - RE: BRIEFING NOTE: For Urgent awareness - FOI Appeal 202400395463 - 
Oversight of redactions to Jame Hamilton report  

 

Thanks Lorna 

 

I think this looks good.   

 

My reading of the draft is that it does indeed keep all options open, including providing the affidavit – as indicated by the line “We would 
therefore be grateful for some further clarification of the request, to enable it to receive proper, suitably informed consideration.” 



 

The answers to the questions posed, [redacted] will allow us to give further advice to FM on how best to proceed. 

 

Andy 

 

 

 

Andy Bruce 

Director of Communications & Ministerial Support 

 

[redacted] 

[redacted] 

 

From: Michael Chalmers @[redacted.gov.scot] On Behalf Of Director Propriety and Ethics 
Sent: 25 April 2025 18:11 
To: Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot] 
 Andrew Bruce @[redacted.gov.scot] 
 Director propriety and ethics @[redacted.gov.scot] 
 [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot   [redacted]@gov.scot   [redacted]@gov.scot   [redacted]@gov.scot   [redacted]@gov.scot   
[redacted]@gov.scot    
Cc: [redacted]@gov.scot   
Subject: RE: Draft letter for comment - response to OSIC - RE: BRIEFING NOTE: For Urgent awareness - FOI Appeal 202400395463 - 
Oversight of redactions to Jame Hamilton report  

 

Thanks Lorna – this looks well put together, if we reach the point of giving advice that this is the route we should follow.  However, I think 
that still needs to be decided, with the possibility of providing the affidavit still being in play? 

 

Happy to be part of any discussion on this on Monday. 

 

Michael 

 

Michael Chalmers 

Director for Propriety and Ethics 

Scottish Government 

[redacted] 

 

 

From: Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot]  
Sent: 11 April 2025 16:54 
To: [redacted]@gov.scot 
Cc: [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot   

Subject: FW: Hamilton Investigation - SpAds involvement in redactions - ref: 202400395463 - OSIC requesting an Affidavit 
Importance: High 

 

[redacted] 

With apologies again for disturbing you at such an inopportune moment here is the letter from the Commissioner’s office. We will put a 
brief factual note into the system this afternoon so that Minsters and the Perm Sec are aware then we can speak on Monday about 
handling and a response. 

 

 

 

 

Lorna Gibbs  

Improving Public Engagement Division 



 

 

From: Lorna Gibbs@[redacted.gov.scot]  
Sent: 14 April 2025 12:26 
To: Director Propriety and Ethics @[redacted.gov.scot] [redacted]@gov.scot  
Cc: Permanent Secretary @[redacted.gov.scot] redacted]@gov.scot   [redacted]@gov.scot [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot  
[redacted]@gov.scot  DG Corporate @[redacted.gov.scot] Lesley Fraser @[redacted.gov.scot] Andrew Bruce @[redacted.gov.scot] 
[redacted]@gov.scot Michael Chalmers @[redacted.gov.scot]  [redacted]@gov.scot  [redacted]@gov.scot   

Subject: RE: BRIEFING NOTE: For Urgent awareness - FOI Appeal 202400395463 - Oversight of redactions to Jame Hamilton report  

 

Removing FM, [redacted] Scottish Government boxes. 

 

There hasn’t been any other email traffic on this. [redacted] and I had a discussion with [redacted] on Friday afternoon and I know 
[redacted]  has been discussing the letter with [redacted]  and other colleagues. Thinking on our options is continuing and I am expecting 
[redacted] to come back with [redacted]  own views after my very brief chat with [redacted]  on Friday where I alerted [redacted]  to the 
letter and the note that was about to go to FM. 

 

A discussion with Lesley would be helpful although we may not have settled advice by then, depending on when she starts her leave.  

 

 

Lorna  

 

Out of scope 

 

From: [redacted]@gov.scot 
Sent: 11 April 2025 11:26 
To: Lorna Gibbs @[redacted.gov.scot] ;[redacted]@gov.scot 
Cc: [redacted]@gov.scot 
Subject: Hamilton Investigation - SpAds involvement in redactions - ref: 202400395463 - OSIC requesting an Affidavit 
Importance: High 

 

Lorna/[redacted] 

 

Please see attached letter we have just received from OSIC. I have not circulated this more widely at this stage, but I would 
welcome a discussion about what actions we need to take in response and what advice (if any) we should provide to [redacted] 

 

My initial thought is that im not sure this is within the Commissioner’s remit to ask for an Affidavit if they are not undertaking a 
Section 65 investigation.  

 

Let me know if there is anyone else who should be included in the initial discussion, and I will set up some time.  

 

Thanks  

[redacted] 

Out of scope 

 

 

 


