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Document 1 
 
From: REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot 
Sent: 08 August 2025 15:23 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Catherine McMeeken <Catherine.McMeeken@gov.scot>; DG Communities 
<DGCommunities@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Deputy Director of Culture Pay 
and Partnership <DeputyDirectorOfCulturePayAndPartnership@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot> ; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Caitlin Holligan 
<Caitlin.Holligan@gov.scot>; Alison Taylor <Alison.Taylor@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot> 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>;; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights 
<DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; Director of Health Workforce <Directorofhealthworkforce@gov.scot>; 
Director of Learning <DirectorofLearning@gov.scot>; Director of Justice 
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; Nicola Richards <Nicola.Richards@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Donald McGillivray 
<Donald.McGillivray@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice 
<dgej@gov.scot>; Director for Lifelong Learning and Skills 
<DirectorforLifelongLearningandSkills@gov.scot>; Clare Hicks <Clare.Hicks@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Orlando Mason <Orlando.Mason@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social 
Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice 
<dgej@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; Cabinet 
Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and 
Home Affairs 2024 <CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Education & Skills 2024 
<CabSecES2024@gov.scot>; Minister for Equalities <MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot>; Emilie-Louise 
Purdie <Emilie-Louise.Purdie@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Solicitor to 
the Scottish Government <solicitor@gov.scot>; Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; 
Jennie Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot>; Erin Mckee <Erin.Mckee@gov.scot>; Solicitor to the 
Scottish Government <solicitor@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; Solicitor 
General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Colin Troup <Colin.Troup@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Mark Richards <Mark.Richards@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Denise McKay <Denise.McKay@gov.scot>; Caroline Beattie 
<Caroline.Beattie@gov.scot>; Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate 
<LegalSecretariattotheLordAdvocate@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary 
<PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Kate Higgins 
<Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights 
<DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot> 
Subject: Update to First Minister - Supreme Court judgment priority areas - weekly update - 8 August 
2025 
 
FMPO 
 
[Redacted: Section 29(1)(c)] 
 
[Redacted: Section 29(1)(c)] 
 
[Redacted: Section 29(1)(c)] 
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Thanks 
 
[Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] | Ending Conversion Practices (ECP) Bill Team 
Directorate for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights 
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Document 1 – Attachment - Weekly Update Note for First Minister – 
Supreme Court Judgment – Priority Area – 8 August 2025 

 
Extracted 'out of scope; Name of Document:  Weekly Update Note for First Minister 
– Supreme Court Judgment – Priority Area – 8 August 2025 
 
Supreme Court Judgment – Scottish Government activity on priority areas 
 
NHS Fife Employment Tribunal 
 
Witness evidence formally concluded on 30 July. All evidence has now been heard 
during sessions in February and July. 
 
The Tribunal will reconvene on Monday 1 and Tuesday 2 September 2025. Proceedings 
will formally conclude at 4pm on Tuesday 2 September. 
 
A final judgment is expected 4–6 weeks after the hearing concludes, likely mid-to-late 
October or into November 2025. 
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Document 2  

 
From: REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Social 
Justice 2024 
Sent: 20 April 2025 13:44 
To: REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 
<CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing and Sport 2024 
<MinisterforSCMWS@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 
2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; 
Marco Biagi <Marco.Biagi@gov.scot>; John Somers <John.Somers@gov.scot>; Director for 
Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Shona 
Bathgate <Shona.Bathgate@gov.scot>; Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate 
<LegalSecretariattotheLordAdvocate@gov.scot> ;REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot> ; Communications Social Justice 
<CommunicationsSocialJustice@gov.scot>; Communications Education & Skills 
<CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; Emilie-Louise Purdie <Emilie-
Louise.Purdie@gov.scot>; DG Communities <DGCommunities@gov.scot>; Catherine 
McMeeken <Catherine.McMeeken@gov.scot>; Solicitor General 
<SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR CAB SEC AND MINISTERIAL VIEW: Mr Gray meeting with EHRC/Sandie 
Peggie - P&J 
 
Hi  [Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] 
 
The Cabinet Secretary is content. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] 
[Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Private Secretary | Office of Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 
 
St Andrews House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: CabSecforSJ@gov.scot 
Phone: 07766 336214 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf 
of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a 
Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep 
official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms 
of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
 
From: REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot> 
Sent: 20 April 2025 13:26 
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To: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 ; Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing 
and Sport 2024 Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & 
Social Care 
Cc: First Minister ; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 ; Permanent Secretary ; 
Marco Biagi ; John Somers ; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights ; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot> ; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot> ; Shona 
Bathgate ; Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate ; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot> ; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Communications Social Justice ; Communications 
Education & Skills ; Communications Health and Social Care ; Emilie-Louise Purdie ; DG 
Communities ; Catherine McMeeken ; Solicitor General ; Lord Advocate  
Subject: RE: FOR CAB SEC AND MINISTERIAL VIEW: Mr Gray meeting with EHRC/Sandie 
Peggie - P&J 
 
Copying in the Lord Advocate and Solicitor General for awareness. 
 
[Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] 
Email: [Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] 
Mobile: [Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] 
St. Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
  
 
From: REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot> 
Sent: 20 April 2025 13:13 
 
 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; Minister for Social 
Care, Mental Wellbeing and Sport 2024 <MinisterforSCMWS@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 
2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; 
Marco Biagi <Marco.Biagi@gov.scot>; John Somers <John.Somers@gov.scot>; Director for 
Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Shona 
Bathgate <Shona.Bathgate@gov.scot>; Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate 
<LegalSecretariattotheLordAdvocate@gov.scot> ;REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot> ; Communications Social Justice 
<CommunicationsSocialJustice@gov.scot>; Communications Education & Skills 
<CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; Emilie-Louise Purdie <Emilie-
Louise.Purdie@gov.scot>; DG Communities <DGCommunities@gov.scot>; Catherine 
McMeeken <Catherine.McMeeken@gov.scot>;  
Subject: FOR CAB SEC AND MINISTERIAL VIEW: Mr Gray meeting with EHRC/Sandie 
Peggie - P&J 
 
Afternoon PO/Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice and Minister for Social Care, Mental 
Wellbeing and Sport, 
 
CC: First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care, 
 
The Press and Journal has approached us for information on Mr Gray’s meeting with the 
EHRC following the Supreme Court case. The journalist has asked if the meeting will be 
specifically around the Sandie Peggie case? Or is it more general? 
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I’ve copied in lines that were issued on a similar query earlier this week, with an additional 
line in background that addresses the Sandie Peggie question directly (highlighted).  
 
Grateful if POs can advise if Ms Somerville and Ms Todd (on behalf of Mr Gray) are content. 
 
Thanks, 
 
[Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] 
 
DRAFT RESPONSE 
 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
 
“The Supreme Court judgment has given clarity between two pieces of legislation passed at 
Westminster and we have accepted this in full. 
 
“Scottish Ministers have now written to the UK Government to seek an urgent meeting to 
discuss the implications of the judgment, and the Social Justice Secretary will give a 
statement to the Scottish Parliament next week on the judgment, subject to Parliamentary 
approval. Ministers will also meet with the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) 
next week. 
 
“The Scottish Government acted in good faith in our interpretation of both the Gender 
Recognition Act 2004 and the Equality Act 2010; and our approach was guided by the 
published guidance of the EHRC. 
 
“The Supreme Court judgment explicitly references that this stance was consistent with 
EHRC advice and we note that that the EHRC are now reviewing their guidance to reflect 
the ruling. 
 
“We will continue to engage with the EHRC and other stakeholders and are fully committed 
to protecting everyone’s rights and ensuring that Scotland remains an inclusive country.” 
 
Additional background: 
 
Ministers will be engaging with the EHRC and as part of that the Health Secretary and Social 
Justice Secretary are due to take part in a meeting with the EHRC this coming week; further 
details have yet to be confirmed. 
 
The NHS Fife case is a live case, therefore it would not be appropriate to discuss it. 
 
 
 
 
[Redacted: Section 38(1)(b) 
Email: [Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] 
Mobile: [Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] 
St. Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
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Document 3 
 
From: REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>On Behalf Of Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing 
and Sport 2024 
Sent: 20 April 2025 17:22 
To: REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 
<CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing and Sport 2024 
<MinisterforSCMWS@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Marco Biagi 
<Marco.Biagi@gov.scot>; John Somers <John.Somers@gov.scot>; Director for Equality, Inclusion and 
Human Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Shona Bathgate <Shona.Bathgate@gov.scot>; Legal Secretariat 
to the Lord Advocate <LegalSecretariattotheLordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
;REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot> ; Communications Social 
Justice <CommunicationsSocialJustice@gov.scot>; Communications Education & Skills 
<CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; Emilie-Louise Purdie <Emilie-
Louise.Purdie@gov.scot>; DG Communities <DGCommunities@gov.scot>; Catherine McMeeken 
<Catherine.McMeeken@gov.scot>; Solicitor General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate 
<LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR CAB SEC AND MINISTERIAL VIEW: Mr Gray meeting with EHRC/Sandie Peggie - P&J 
 
Thanks[Redacted: Sec�on 38(1)(b)] – Ms Todd is content for her part. 
 
[Redacted: Sec�on 38(1)(b)] 
[Redacted: Sec�on 38(1)(b)]Sco�sh Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 
3DG |[Redacted: Sec�on 38(1)(b)] | Email: CabSecHSC@gov.scot 
All e-mails and atachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister rela�ng to a decision, request 
or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial mee�ng, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not 
keep official records of such e-mails or atachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See  
 
From: REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot> 
Sent: 20 April 2025 13:26 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 ; Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing 
and Sport 2024 Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & 
Social Care 
Cc: First Minister ; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 ; Permanent Secretary ; 
Marco Biagi ; John Somers ; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights ; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot> ; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot> ; Shona 
Bathgate ; Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate ; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot> ; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Communications Social Justice ; Communications 
Education & Skills ; Communications Health and Social Care ; Emilie-Louise Purdie ; DG 
Communities ; Catherine McMeeken ; Solicitor General ; Lord Advocate  
Subject: RE: FOR CAB SEC AND MINISTERIAL VIEW: Mr Gray meeting with EHRC/Sandie 
Peggie - P&J 
 
Copying in the Lord Advocate and Solicitor General for awareness. 
 

mailto:CabSecHSC@gov.scot
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[Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] 
Email: [Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] 
Mobile: [Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] 
St. Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
  
 
From: REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot> 
Sent: 20 April 2025 13:13 
 
 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; Minister for Social 
Care, Mental Wellbeing and Sport 2024 <MinisterforSCMWS@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 
2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; 
Marco Biagi <Marco.Biagi@gov.scot>; John Somers <John.Somers@gov.scot>; Director for 
Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Shona 
Bathgate <Shona.Bathgate@gov.scot>; Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate 
<LegalSecretariattotheLordAdvocate@gov.scot> ;REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>; 
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot> ; Communications Social Justice 
<CommunicationsSocialJustice@gov.scot>; Communications Education & Skills 
<CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; Emilie-Louise Purdie <Emilie-
Louise.Purdie@gov.scot>; DG Communities <DGCommunities@gov.scot>; Catherine 
McMeeken <Catherine.McMeeken@gov.scot>;  
Subject: FOR CAB SEC AND MINISTERIAL VIEW: Mr Gray meeting with EHRC/Sandie 
Peggie - P&J 
 
Afternoon PO/Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice and Minister for Social Care, Mental 
Wellbeing and Sport, 
 
CC: First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care, 
 
The Press and Journal has approached us for information on Mr Gray’s meeting with the 
EHRC following the Supreme Court case. The journalist has asked if the meeting will be 
specifically around the Sandie Peggie case? Or is it more general? 
 
I’ve copied in lines that were issued on a similar query earlier this week, with an additional 
line in background that addresses the Sandie Peggie question directly (highlighted).  
 
Grateful if POs can advise if Ms Somerville and Ms Todd (on behalf of Mr Gray) are content. 
 
Thanks, 
 
[Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] 
 
DRAFT RESPONSE 
 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
 
“The Supreme Court judgment has given clarity between two pieces of legislation passed at 
Westminster and we have accepted this in full. 
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“Scottish Ministers have now written to the UK Government to seek an urgent meeting to 
discuss the implications of the judgment, and the Social Justice Secretary will give a 
statement to the Scottish Parliament next week on the judgment, subject to Parliamentary 
approval. Ministers will also meet with the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) 
next week. 
 
“The Scottish Government acted in good faith in our interpretation of both the Gender 
Recognition Act 2004 and the Equality Act 2010; and our approach was guided by the 
published guidance of the EHRC. 
 
“The Supreme Court judgment explicitly references that this stance was consistent with 
EHRC advice and we note that that the EHRC are now reviewing their guidance to reflect 
the ruling. 
 
“We will continue to engage with the EHRC and other stakeholders and are fully committed 
to protecting everyone’s rights and ensuring that Scotland remains an inclusive country.” 
 
Additional background: 
 
Ministers will be engaging with the EHRC and as part of that the Health Secretary and Social 
Justice Secretary are due to take part in a meeting with the EHRC this coming week; further 
details have yet to be confirmed. 
 
The NHS Fife case is a live case, therefore it would not be appropriate to discuss it. 
 
 
 
 
[Redacted: Section 38(1)(b) 
Email: [Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] 
Mobile: [Redacted: Section 38(1)(b)] 
St. Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


