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202500483460 – documents for release 

Internal only correspondence below as external correspondence already 

released. 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]>; On Behalf Of Minister for Employment and 

Investment 

Sent: 28 March 2025 14:53 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]>; Minister for Employment and Investment 

<MinisterEI@gov.scot> 

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 

<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 

Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Education & 

Skills 2024 <CabSecES2024@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 

<DGSEA@gov.scot>; Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Frank Strang 

<Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Communications Constitution, 

External Affairs and Culture 

<CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: Submission - Support for Edinburgh International Book Festival 

 

This email is for the official record and confirms a Ministerial Decision. This email 

must be placed in the official record (eRDM) by your team in line with SG records 

management policy. 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

 

Mr Arthur [Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 

 

Thanks  

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Private Secretary to the Minister for Employment and Investment – Tom Arthur MSP - 

The Scottish Government 

St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 

Mob: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Email: MinisterEI@gov.scot 
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All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 

on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 

Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 

recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 

 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 

terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 28 March 2025 10:13 

To: Minister for Employment and Investment <MinisterEI@gov.scot> 

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 

<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 

Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Education & 

Skills 2024 <CabSecES2024@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 

<DGSEA@gov.scot>; Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Frank Strang 

<Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Communications Constitution, 

External Affairs and Culture 

<CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot> 

Subject: Submission - Support for Edinburgh International Book Festival 

 

P/S Minister for Employment and Investment 

 

Please find attached a submission on a request for support from the Edinburgh 

International Book Festival. 

 

If anything further is required do let me know, and happy to chat further if helpful. 

 

Thanks 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 28 March 2025 09:21 
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To: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 

<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: Edinburgh International Book Festival 

 

PO/[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

I just wanted to give you a heads up, reflecting Cab Sec’s recusal from a decision on 

this, we have advice going to Mr Arthur later today on a funding request from the 

Edinburgh International Book Festival. 

 

[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 

The context will all be in the submission later on today but obviously very happy to 

chat further if needed. 

 

Thanks 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 24 March 2025 14:35 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: Re: EIBF submission 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
This reflects our conversation last week. It also recognises much of what is covered in 
the document already (context and need, plus risks around setting precedent). So, 
please feel free to use or not, if you don't think it adds anything new. 
 
Any questions at all, please let me know. I'm free and around this afternoon. 
 
Best wishes 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 



4 

 

 
From[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 24 March 2025 09:32 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: EIBF submission  
  
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
  
No problem. 
  
At any point during today would be great.  Any questions just let us know. 
  
Thanks 
  
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 21 March 2025 18:32 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Subject: Re: EIBF submission 
  
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] - apologies for the late reply. I've read through. Can I get back 
to you first thing Monday? 
  
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Creative Scotland, Waverley Gate, 2-4 Waterloo Place, Edinburgh, EH1 3EG 

Alba Chruthachail, Geata Waverley, 2-4 Rathad Bhatarlù, Dùn Èideann, EH1 3EG 
www.creativescotland.com  

 

             
  

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 21 March 2025 12:57 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: EIBF submission  
  
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
  

http://www.creativescotland.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CreativeScotland
https://www.instagram.com/creativescots/
http://www.creativescotland.com/
http://www.screen.scot/
https://www.ourcreativevoice.scot/
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Wanted to check and see if you’ve had a chance to look at the attached and 
consider if you to add a CS specific contribution to it?  I’m looking to get this cleared 
here early next week to go to Ministers. 
  
For info [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  asked for a chat with us to give her an update – 
we’ve got that this afternoon.  Happy to update further on that if helpful. 
  
Thanks 
  
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
  
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 18 March 2025 09:57 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: EIBF submission 
  
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
  
Subject to a few typos and a little more time on quality control, attached a near 
complete draft of the submission on the Book Festival that we discussed last week. 
  
I am very happy/open to look at the best way of having a CS view within this, it might 
be easiest to do a short section within it perhaps before para 14 – or towards the 
end, but happy to take a steer on what works best.  Likewise let me know any 
comments on the submission more generally. 
  
I’ll need to get this cleared by someone within SMT here and Frank is actually on 
leave this week so I’ll get this to him on Monday.  Could you have any comments 
with me by COP Thursday?  That’ll give me Friday to make any final tweaks.  And 
happy to chat before then too. 
  
Thanks 
  
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
  
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 14 March 2025 13:03 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: EIBF submission 
  
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
  
Good to see you both on Wednesday – and nice to meet you [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)].  It was very helpful to talk through. 
  
I said I was working to get you a draft of the submission over to you yesterday – 
which I of course haven’t done yet.  I am working on it at the moment and hoping to 
get this over to you later today/Monday at the latest.  Probably working to send to 
Ministers middle of the week but I’ll confirm for sure on Monday. 
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Thanks 
  
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 20 March 2025 13:13 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Edinburgh International Book Festival - draft submission on support request 
 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Edinburgh International Book Festival - draft submission on support request 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Edinburgh International Book Festival - draft submission on support request 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Thanks for this. [Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 
 
Hope this is helpful and always happy to chat. 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] 
Access to Culture Unit 
Cultural Access and Organisations Division, Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ 
 
Mobile: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: Edinburgh International Book Festival - draft submission on support request 
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Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
As mentioned here’s the submission below – it’s almost there minus a final quality 
check and ongoing conversations with Creative Scotland. 
 
I’m aiming to have this to go to Frank on his return from AL on Monday, so if there’s 
any comments/thoughts could you send over by COP Thursday?  And obviously 
happy to have a chat at any point. 
 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 

 
 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: EIBF and MYF 
 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 03 February 2025 12:42 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: EIBF and MYF 
 
Thanks [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] – [Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 
 
. I’ve not had a reply from [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] on my previous email so have 
messaged her again (I think she was going overseas for a time in Jan so that might 
explain it). 
 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 30 January 2025 16:48 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank Strang  
Subject: RE: EIBF and MYF 
 
Hey, 
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[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 28, 2025 6:23 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: EIBF and MYF 
 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)]From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 28 January 2025 16:44 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Subject: EIBF and MYF 
 
[Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)] 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 09 January 2025 17:35 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: EIBF thoughts 
 
Hello 
 
 
We had discussed having a chat with [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] about the role EIBF 
could have as a focal point and a leadership role for literary festivals across Scotland 
particularly from a philanthropic and a sponsorship angle. 
 
When I caught up with [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] – and before we had that conversation 
on the above - she had mentioned that area as something EIBF were interested in 
exploring more and it essentially being a bit of a Scottish offshoot to the wider 
conversations across the UK they had been having with other literary festivals 
affected by the [Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)] decision (and there being a group semi 
formed amongst them on the back of to look at it in more detail). 
 
We had mooted doing this as an addition to that conversation ongoing about their 
funding ask. But given what you say about when we will know the outcome (less 
than 2 weeks now) I think that makes the most sense to wait until then to do it. When 
we get in touch with [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] to setup another meeting we can mention 
the additional point above as something we’d be interested in discussing further with 
her (making no concrete promises). 
 
Thanks 

mailto:Frank.Strang@gov.scot
mailto:Frank.Strang@gov.scot
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[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 09 January 2025 16:11 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] ; Frank Strang  
Subject: RE: EIBF thoughts 
 
Hey, 
 
that week in between sounds like a good plan to be sure we’ve had a bit of time to 
consider what their MYF outcome is. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Thursday, January 9, 2025 12:09 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>;  
Subject: EIBF thoughts 
 
Hi folks – just a few thoughts on our approach with EIBF, mainly around timing of 
when we and they will know MYF outcomes and how that might affect how we work 
through this. 
 
We should know the MYF outcomes shortly following CS’ board meeting over 22/23 
January. That’s around a week in advance of EIBF knowing the result (30/31) so 
we’ll have an opportunity to work through what that might mean for what we decide 
to do. 
 
In terms of a further conversation with [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] presumably we want 
that to happen following them getting the MYF result, and we could go into that 
conversation with a reasonably formed proposal?  
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Directorate for Culture and External Affairs | Scottish Government 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 05 December 2024 16:40 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: RE: SG-EIBF follow up discussion 

 

mailto:Frank.Strang@gov.scot
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Thanks [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] I can pick up later in the day today if they don’t come 

back in the morning. 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: Thursday, December 5, 2024 4:39 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: SG-EIBF follow up discussion 

Hey – sure – I am off in the afternoon so if they come back before around 1pm I 

should be fine to confirm it all. 

Best wishes, 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Sent: Thursday, December 5, 2024 4:30 PM 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: FW: SG-EIBF follow up discussion 

Hi both – I’m off tomorrow, so could one of you do the admin once EIBF come back 

to confirm arrangements?  

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 04 December 2024 12:18 

To:[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>;  

Subject: RE: SG-EIBF follow up discussion 

 

Sounds good to me [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] let’s do that. The time you have sent 

round works for me. 

More so for [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] benefit – I have a catch up scheduled with 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] that morning already, more of a general one that pre-dates 

my return back to SG, we just couldn’t find time to do it in the last few weeks. 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: Wednesday, December 4, 2024 12:10 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank Strang [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: SG-EIBF follow up discussion 

Taking EIBF off for a moment – looking at our diaries, the Monday suggestion seems 

slightly better. Although, [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] I see you already have some time in 

with [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  that morning. Does anyone have any preference, or 

should I say Monday at SAH? [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

From: Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot> [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: EIBF 
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[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 
f 
 
 
 
Frank Strang 
Deputy Director 
Directorate of Culture and External Affairs  
Scottish Government  
Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh  
Lead on the Strategic Partnership for Scotland’s Festivals 
 
Tel: 0131 244 6001 
Email: frank.strang@gov.scot 
Mobile:[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Working pattern: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 21 November 2024 09:48 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: RE: SG-EIBF follow up discussion 

 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

As discussed suggesting you reach out to [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] our FBP as a first 

instance, and grateful to tag along to follow you through this one to help me 

understand the steps/considerations you’re going through. I wouldn’t bother 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] for the time being. I’ve just been on a call with him to 

understand the assistance his area can provide, and they are providing some 

resources & input into the toolkit I am developing. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

mailto:frank.strang@gov.scot
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Culture and Historic Environment | Directorate of Culture and External Affairs | 

Scottish Government  

 

I am currently working remotely, Mondays to Thursdays, and can be contacted by 

email or on Teams  

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 21 November 2024 09:09 

To: Frank Strang [redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: SG-EIBF follow up discussion 

 

Morning  

 

[Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)] 

I say all that with the caveat that I need to find someone to look through the numbers 

who has more of an eye for these things and significantly greater knowledge of them 

than I do. [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] has been suggested to me, but I’d welcome any 

other names you can think of. 

 

Thoughts would be much appreciated. Copying to [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] as well 

given his work around organisations at risk. 

 

Many thanks, [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

  

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Sent: 19 November 2024 17:17 

To: Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: RE: SG-EIBF follow up discussion 

 

Think Book, and a quick touch on the creatives workshop from me would be plenty to 

get on with  

Best wishes, 
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[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]From: Frank Strang  

Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:14 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: SG-EIBF follow up discussion 

Sure 

Anyone else got agenda items?  

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 19 November 2024 16:39 

To: Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: FW: SG-EIBF follow up discussion 

Hi all – could we speak about this tomorrow please in the meeting at 10.00[redacted 

– s.38(1)(b)] 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Sent: 21 November 2024 14:19 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: RE: SG-EIBF follow up discussion 

 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

[Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)] 

Best wishes, 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: Thursday, November 21, 2024 10:24 AM 

To: Frank Strang [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: SG-EIBF follow up discussion 

Bringing [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] in as well. 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] – as mentioned on Teams, I’m attaching a few documents. 

Two are from EIBF – the original request and then a more recently updated one. And 

from us is a summary I’ve pulled together of what might happen under various MYF 

scenarios. 

Would welcome your thoughts on how to approach this. 
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Many thanks, [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 22 November 2024 09:40 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Subject: FW: Edinburgh International Book Festival 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Thanks for the update.  [Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 
 
You’ll likely want to engage with Finance colleagues re your two points on reserves 
and budget – they should be able to support you in this. 
 
 
Any questions or if a chat would be helpful, please do let me know. 
 
Kind regards 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | Directorate for Economic Development | The 
Scottish Government - 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow G2 8LU |  
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 19 November 2024 16:53 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Edinburgh International Book Festival 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
EIBF have provided more detail – see attached. 
 
They tell us [Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)]support funded non-economic activity. 
They have also updated their projections and provided some more detail.  
 
It seems to me we need to do two things: 

- Take a view on these figures, including what a reasonable level of reserves 
would be; 

- And consider whether there is budget that could support EIBF if we agree 
they are in major difficulty. 

 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
 
 
 

mailto:louise.maitland@gov.scot
mailto:Frank.Strang@gov.scot
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From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 14 November 2024 12:53 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Edinburgh International Book Festival 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Just a quick email to follow up on the Teams call, confirming next steps. 
 
[Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)]You indicated that [Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)]was 
used primarily for non-economic activity (community outreach, projects/events for 
school children).  [Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 
You may also wish to explore if EBIF have received any other Minimal Financial 
Assistance (MFA) awards within the last 3 financial years, which could give further 
options for funding if some economic activity is involved. 
 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 
Please do come back to us once you’ve had a chance to speak to EBIF and we can 
set up another call to chat through this. 
 
Kind regards 
 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]| Directorate for Economic Development | The Scottish Government - 
5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow G2 8LU |  
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 13 November 2024 16:39 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: RE: Edinburgh International Book Festival 

 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Thanks for taking the time to complete and it is definitely going in the right direction. I 

think from this we are best placed to have a chat through options for funding 

compliantly [Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 

I’ll check calendars and set up a call, hopefully within the next couple of days. 

mailto:Frank.Strang@gov.scot
mailto:louise.maitland@gov.scot
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Kind regards 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | Directorate for Economic Development | The Scottish 

Government - 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow G2 8LU |  

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 11 November 2024 09:35 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank Strang ; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: Edinburgh International Book Festival 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Here’s my first cut at the pro-forma. I hope this is going in the right direction, but any 

pointers you have would be much appreciated. I struggled a little on the question of 

detail in the second section, I think because the answers seem fairly apparent to me, 

but I suppose there’s a good chance I’m wrong! 

[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)]Many thanks, [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 06 November 2024 14:13 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: RE: Edinburgh International Book Festival 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

No apologies required – we appreciate you coming to the team for input and always 

happy to help.  

[Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)] 

I think we might be best starting with the basics on this one in establishing if support 

to EIBF would be classed as a subsidy – and to help us with that, I’d ask if you can 

complete sections 1 and 2 of our subsidy proforma which I have linked for you below. 

Bearing in mind this is our master copy, I’d ask if you can save a copy on eRDM 

locally, and once complete send us a link to review and we can probably set up a call 

to chat and see where we land on this one. Section 1 if you can give us a bit more 

info on EIBF’s role and what you would actually be funding (costs covered etc) e.g. is 

it a free event or ticketed, is it open to all to attend, do they have any direct 

competitors etc. Section 2, if you can just answer as best you can. 
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[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)]Any questions/issues, as always please don’t hesitate 

to get in touch. Likewise, if a call to chat would benefit at this stage, do let me know 

and I’ll get something set up.  

Kind regards 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | Directorate for Economic 

Development | The Scottish Government - 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, 

Glasgow G2 8LU |  

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: Friday, November 1, 2024 4:06 PM 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Frank Strang 

<Frank.Strang@gov.scot> 

Subject: Edinburgh International Book Festival 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

[Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)] 

Many thanks, [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 05 September 2024 13:10 
To: Minister for Employment and Investment <MinisterEI@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Lisa Baird 
<Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank Strang 
<Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Communications Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture 
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 - revised 
brief 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 
 
Thanks for the feedback from Mr Arthur. 
 
The attached is updated following on from his comments. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
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From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Minister for Employment and Investment 
Sent: Monday, September 2, 2024 5:09 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Minister for Employment and Investment  
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic ; Cabinet 
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 ; DG Strategy and 
External Affairs ; Shona Riach ; Lisa Baird ; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank Strang 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture ; 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 - revised 
brief 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
 
Thanks for the note. Few changes from us as below:  
 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 
 
Thanks  
 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] – Tom Arthur MSP - The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
Mob: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Email: MinisterEI@gov.scot 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 30 August 2024 13:36 
To: Minister for Employment and Investment <MinisterEI@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; Shona Riach 
<Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank 
Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Communications Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture 
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 - revised brief 
 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Hope all’s well. 
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Please see attached the note of Mr Arthur’s meeting with the Edinburgh International 
Book Festival on Wednesday 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 27 August 2024 15:06 
To: Minister for Employment and Investment <MinisterEI@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; Shona Riach 
<Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank 
Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Communications Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture 
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 - revised brief 
 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Apologies but I have yet to hear back from EIBF on the time change. 
 
Please see attached an updated briefing for Mr Arthur’s meeting with the Book 
Festival. 
 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 
Best wishes, 
 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 27 August 2024 12:32 
To: Minister for Employment and Investment <MinisterEI@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; Shona Riach 
<Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank 
Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Communications Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture 
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 
 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
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Hope all’s well. Just to say that due to what we now know they are likely to want to 
discuss, we may need to send a revised briefing before the meeting to cover 
requests for direct funding. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 27 August 2024 10:23 
To: Minister for Employment and Investment <MinisterEI@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; Shona Riach 
<Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank 
Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Communications Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture 
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 
 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Thanks – I checked with them yesterday and still waiting to hear back – will let you 
know when I do. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Minister for Employment and Investment 
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2024 12:56 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] ; Minister for Employment and Investment  
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 ; DG Strategy and External 
Affairs ; Shona Riach ; Lisa Baird [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank Strang [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] ; 
Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture ; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 
 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Thanks for the briefing. 
 
Mr Arthur has now been asked to cover a meeting for the DFM on Wednesday 
afternoon, are you able to speak with EIBF and see if we could move the meeting to 
16:00? 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
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Private Secretary 
Office of Richard Lochhead MSP, Minister for Business 
MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | T: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 

request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 

Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  

 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. 

See www.lobbying.scot 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 22 August 2024 15:57 

To: Minister for Employment and Investment <MinisterEI@gov.scot> 

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 

<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; 

Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 

<CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

Hope all’s well. 

 

Please see attached briefing for Mr Arthur’s meeting with the Edinburgh Book 

Festival next week. 

[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 

[Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)] 

 

Best wishes, 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

From: Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>  
Sent: 23 September 2024 17:34 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 
 

[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 

mailto:CabSecCEAC@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/
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From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2024 4:50 PM 
To: Shona Riach ; Frank Strang  
Subject: FW: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

Shona – apologies, I should have included you in this to you ahead of the 
conversation we have with EIBF tomorrow. These are just the documents and 
exchanges we’ve had about their situation, so pulling them into one place. 
I was going to propose an agenda, but I think the key thing is for them to give an 
update on their finances and for us to explore that, including some of the questions 
in the email chain below which we had prior to their meeting with Mr Arthur. 
[Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)] 
DCMS mentioned that EIBF had contacted them as well. I don’t think there have 
been any substantial conversations between them, but we can ask EIBF about any 
response they have had. 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2024 2:50 PM 
To: Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

This is the back and forth a few of us had about the EIBF’s figures. 
The paper they sent ahead of the meeting is attached and this is the note [redacted 
– s.38(1)(b)] wrote up post meeting - [Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 
 
From: Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>  
Sent: 27 August 2024 17:19 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 
 

[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 
Shona 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 4:56 PM 
To: Shona Riach ; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird ; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
I had a chat with [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]. I think what is new about this is that it is a 
direct funding ask of us, which I don’t think they had made previously, although the 
financial projections are not new. 
I think we need to make sure Mr Arthur knows this request has been put to us (and 
at very short notice) and we need to be sure he won’t commit to anything we can’t 
meet. It’s a case of hearing them out I think. Good that PO are getting a pre-meet in. 
As I’ve said, I’m happy to join if useful. 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 27 August 2024 17:30 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

mailto:Frank.Strang@gov.scot
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Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 
 

Hi Shona, 
 
Sorry – emails crossed – yes, [Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)] 
There is a pre-meet now for 15 minutes before the meeting which Shona[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] and I have been invited to – both meetings on Teams.  
 

 

From: Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>  
Sent: 27 August 2024 16:54 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 
 

I’m happy to join the pre-meet and if the meeting is totally virtual I can do that too. 
But before that can you go through their numbers and see if they stand up to 
scrutiny. 
Shona 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 4:53 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Thanks for that [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] in his PO is suggesting a pre-meet with the 
Minister if you’re happy to join that too (or anyone else)? 

Best wishes, 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 4:34 PM 
To: Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

Thanks for flagging [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
If helpful I would be happy to join call as it looks from a brief look that [Redacted - 
Section 33(1)(b)] 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)] l Cultural Access & Organisations 
Division l Scottish Government l [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
From: Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 4:29 PM 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>;[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

[redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 
Shona 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

mailto:Shona.Riach@gov.scot
mailto:Lisa.Baird@gov.scot
mailto:Shona.Riach@gov.scot
mailto:Lisa.Baird@gov.scot
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From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 4:25 PM 
To: Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 
Importance: High 

Hi folks, 
[Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)] 
Best wishes, 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
From: Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 2:56 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

Happy for it to go. thanks 
Shona 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 2:43 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird 
<Lisa.Baird@gov.scot[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

Hey [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Great, thanks for confirming – will wait for Shona to come back before reissuing to 
PO. 
All - Does anyone want to join the call? 
PS – not heard back yet from Book on the time change. 
Best wishes, 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]>; Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] is happy for me to clear this, so unless Shona has any 
input it’s good to go. [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 2:13 PM 
To: Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

Hi Shona, 
With thanks to [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] for their input, please see a revised version – 
grateful if you can let us know if you’re content that this is suitable now for the 
purposes of the conversation EIBF intend to have please.  
Best wishes, 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 12:26 PM 
To: Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

mailto:Shona.Riach@gov.scot
mailto:Lisa.Baird@gov.scot
mailto:Shona.Riach@gov.scot
mailto:Lisa.Baird@gov.scot
mailto:Shona.Riach@gov.scot
mailto:Lisa.Baird@gov.scot
mailto:Shona.Riach@gov.scot
mailto:Lisa.Baird@gov.scot
mailto:Shona.Riach@gov.scot
mailto:Lisa.Baird@gov.scot
mailto:Shona.Riach@gov.scot
mailto:Lisa.Baird@gov.scot
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Hi Shona, 
Thanks for flagging – we will see what can be said in addition to the [Redacted - 
Section 33(1)(b)]lines in there already and advise PO. 
Adding [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] for relevant lines on sponsorship please. 
Best wishes, 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
From: Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 11:44 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: FW: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 
Shona 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 10:23 AM 
To: Minister for Employment and Investment <MinisterEI@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; 
DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Lisa 
Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Communications Constitution, External Affairs 
and Culture <CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Thanks – I checked with them yesterday and still waiting to hear back – will let you 
know when I do. 
Best wishes, 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]> On Behalf Of Minister for Employment and Investment 
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2024 12:56 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Minister for Employment and Investment <MinisterEI@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; 
DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Lisa 
Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>;[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Communications Constitution, External Affairs 
and Culture <CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Thanks for the briefing. 
Mr Arthur has now been asked to cover a meeting for the DFM on Wednesday 
afternoon, are you able to speak with EIBF and see if we could move the meeting to 
16:00? 
Thanks 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Private Secretary 
Office of Richard Lochhead MSP, Minister for Business 
MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | T: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

mailto:Shona.Riach@gov.scot
mailto:Lisa.Baird@gov.scot
mailto:MinisterEI@gov.scot
mailto:CabSecCEAC@gov.scot
mailto:DGSEA@gov.scot
mailto:Shona.Riach@gov.scot
mailto:Lisa.Baird@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot
mailto:MinisterEI@gov.scot
mailto:CabSecCEAC@gov.scot
mailto:DGSEA@gov.scot
mailto:Shona.Riach@gov.scot
mailto:Lisa.Baird@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot
mailto:CabSecCEAC@gov.scot


26 

 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 

request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 

Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. 

See www.lobbying.scot 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2024 3:57 PM 
To: Minister for Employment and Investment <MinisterEI@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; 
DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Lisa 
Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Hope all’s well. 
Please see attached briefing for Mr Arthur’s meeting with the Edinburgh Book 
Festival next week. 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 
[Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)] 

Best wishes, 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 28 August 2024 10:40 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa 
Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 
 

Hey, 
Thanks, still not sure I quite understand the MYF element, but yes, hopefully the call 
will provide some clarity on their calculations. 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 
Best wishes, 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 6:30 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

Thanks [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
[Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)] 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
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From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]>  

Sent: 27 August 2024 14:43 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

 

Hey [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

Great, thanks for confirming – will wait for Shona to come back before reissuing to 

PO. 

 

All - Does anyone want to join the call? 

 

PS – not heard back yet from Book on the time change. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 2:37 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] ; Shona Riach  

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] is happy for me to clear this, so unless Shona has any 

input it’s good to go. [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 2:13 PM 
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To: Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot> 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

 

Hi Shona, 

 

With thanks to [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] for their input, please see a revised version – 

grateful if you can let us know if you’re content that this is suitable now for the 

purposes of the conversation EIBF intend to have please.  

 

[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 

Best wishes, 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 12:26 PM 

To: Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

 

Hi Shona, 

 

Thanks for flagging – we will see what can be said in addition to the [Redacted - 

Section 33(1)(b)]lines in there already and advise PO. 

 

Adding [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] for relevant lines on sponsorship please. 

 

Best wishes, 
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[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 29 August 2024 17:57 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 
 

Hiya, 
Thanks for the feedback – no probs, will wait for Frank to get back before looking 
into that. 
Best wishes, 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Thursday, August 29, 2024 4:52 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird ; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

Thanks [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] – your note looks to me like it covers the key points. 
In terms of the official level discussion we committed to, [Redacted - Section 30 
(b)(ii)] 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2024 5:24 PM 
To: Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird 
<Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>;[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Book - 2024 - Mr Arthur meeting briefing - 28 August 2024 

Thanks Shona, [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] for joining the calls – much appreciated! 
To see link to the note of the meeting – would be good to get this to the Minister by 
the end of the week, so any edits/comments appreciated before midday Friday 
please. 
[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 
With regards to following up on having a further conversation with EIBF to get a 
better sense of their figures, should I assume the same cast would join that, so I can 
look into our and their availaibility for that?  
Best wishes, 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 

 

 

 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 22 August 2024 12:18 

mailto:Shona.Riach@gov.scot
mailto:Lisa.Baird@gov.scot
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To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; Frank Strang 

<Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: RE: Edinburgh International Book Festival meeting with Minister Arthur  

 

Hiya, 

 

This is now updated with attendee details and ready to go on my side – will send by 

4pm unless I hear otherwise. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Sent: 21 August 2024 16:02 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; Frank Strang 

<Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: RE: Edinburgh International Book Festival meeting with Minister Arthur  

 

Hi folks, 

 

Am guessing this was not picked up further, so here is a draft of the brief for next 

week’s meeting with Mr Arthur in place of FM. 

 

This is due up tomorrow by 4 so will send as is (assuming EIBF have sent me the 

rest of the biogs) unless I hear otherwise. 

 

[Redacted - Section 30 (b)(i)] 

Best wishes, 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
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Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 5:17 PM 

To: Lisa Baird ; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank Strang [redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted 

– s.38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: Edinburgh International Book Festival meeting with Minister Arthur  

 

Thanks [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

[Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)] 

Frank[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] – anything to add to that? 

 

Thanks, 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

From: Lisa Baird  

Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 12:46 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Frank Strang [redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: Edinburgh International Book Festival meeting with Minister Arthur  

 

Adding [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

Lisa 

 

Lisa Baird | Deputy Director, Culture and Historic Environment | Tel: [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] – currently working hybrid: email, teams or call  

 

email: lisa.baird@gov.scot  
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From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 12:00 PM 

To: Lisa Baird <Lisa.Baird@gov.scot>; Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: FW: Edinburgh International Book Festival meeting with Minister Arthur  

 

Hi folks, 

 

Looks like the meeting between Mr Arthur and EIBF is now going ahead on 28 Aug 

@3pm, which is the one that was originally for FM that [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] was 

looking into – grateful if one of you could perhaps go back to [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

on what would be helpful for the Book fest to provide, [Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 

 

Best wishes, 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Minister for Employment and Investment 

Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 11:53 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: FW: Edinburgh International Book Festival meeting with Minister Arthur  

 

Hello [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

 

Mr Arthur is on leave at the moment and [Redacted - Section 30 (b)(ii)] 

 

Cheers  

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)][redacted – s.38(1)(b)] – Tom Arthur MSP - The Scottish 

Government 

St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 

Mob: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Email: MinisterEI@gov.scot 
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