From. Redacted R11(2) of

To: RE‘“{‘E“E‘E‘Z) Gl @dbplanning.co.uk

Cc: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Subject: Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 - Screening Opinion -
Rigifa Hill BESS

Date: 04 December 2024 16:06:00

Attachments:

Good Afternoon,

ELECTRICITY ACT 1989

THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017

PROPOSED APPLICATION FOR CONSENT UNDER SECTION 36 OF THE
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 TO CONSTRUCT AND OPERATE THE PROPOSED
ROARING HILL BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM ON LAND
GENERALLY AT PHILLIPS MAIN FARM, RIGIFA, THURSO KW14 8XH.-
REQUEST FOR A SCREENING OPINION

In respect of the request submitted on 91" April 2024, | attach the Scottish
Ministers’ screening opinion.

The opinion is copied to Fife Council as planning authority in accordance with
regulation 7 (4), and will be published on the Energy Consents Unit website at
www.energyconsents.scot

Best wishes,

Redacted R11(2) of
the EIRs

 Case Offcer

Energy Consents Unit, Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents
Directorate for Energy and Climate Change | Scottish Government | 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw,
Glasgow G2 8LU

E: ov.scot

To view the Energy Consents team’s current casework please visit www.energyconsents.scot



. Redacted R6(1)b off
From: the EIRs

Bcc: HMConsultations@hes.scot; north@nature.scot; planning.north@sepa.org.uk; Scottish Forestry
Conservancy, Highland & Islands; TS Development Management; radionetworkprotection@bt.com; DIO-
Safeguarding-Statutory@mod.gov.uk; ONR-Land.Use-Planning@onr.gov.uk; natssafeguarding@nats.co.uk;

scotland.planning@rspb.org.uk; info@scotways.com; PlanningConsultations@scottishwater.co.uk;

ﬁs‘(’ub‘ ‘: @scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk; info@visitscotland.com; info@hial.co.uk;

Info@dunnetandcanisbaycc.org; info@castletowncommunitycouncil.co.uk;

HazSubCon.CEMHD5@hse.gov.uk; assetprotection@nationalgrid.com; Transmission.ple@sse.com;
N.HLNDPandPLegislationSupport@firescotland.gov.uk
Subject: Rigifa Battery Energy Storage Application Consultation

Date: 28 February 2025 12:30:00

Redacted R6(1)b of the EIRs

Good afternoon

The response date for this consultation has now been changed for all consultees
(other than the Planning Authority) due to the published notices being re-
advertised.

If you have already provided a response, you are not required to respond again.

ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 - APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT AND OPERATE AN
ELECTRICITY GENERATING STATION

INSTALLATION OF A BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM AND
ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE WITH A GENERATING CAPACITY OF UP
200MW LOCATED ON LAND GENERALLY AT PHILLIPS MAINS FARM,
RIGIFA, THURSO, KW14 8XH In The Planning Authority Area Of THE
HIGHLAND COUNCIL.

| work in the Energy Consents Unit of the Scottish Government and | am
contacting you in relation to the above application, as | am the case officer
assigned to deal with the consultation on it. On 24 January 2025, David Bell
Planning Limited on behalf of Field Rigifa Ltd, submitted an application under
section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 (‘the Act’) for the Scottish Ministers’ consent
to construct and operate the proposed electricity generating station described
above. The application also asks Scottish Ministers to make a direction that
planning permission for the proposed development is deemed to be granted. Your
organisation has been identified as a consultee on the application.

The application is referred to as “Rigifa BESS” and the application documents are
published on the Scottish Government Energy Consents website at Scottish

Government - Energy Consents Unit - Application Details

Details of the application will also be published in the press and in the Edinburgh
Gazette to inform the general public how they may make representations to the
Scottish Ministers on the application.

The Electricity (Applications for Consent) Regulations 1990 allow a period of 4
months from the date of the application for the Planning Authority to respond to
this consultation and serve notice of an objection, and a period of at 28 days from
the date of the last advert for all other consultees.

e The Planning Authority, The Highland Council, has been given a period
of 4 months from the date of the application to respond to this consultation
and has until 24 May 2025 to respond. The Planning Authority should make



arrangements for the application documents to be placed on the planning
register and made available for inspection by the public. It is the developer’s
responsibility to send these to you.

» All other consultees have until 4 April 2025 to respond.

Please submit your response by email to EconsentsAdmin@gov.scot or contact
me directly if you have any queries.

If the Scottish Government has not received your comments, nor received any
extension request by the relevant date indicated above, it may be assumed you
have no comments to make.

| look forward to receiving your response in due course.

Kind regards

Redacted
R6(1)b of
the EIRs

Redacted R6(1)b of the EIRs| - -
H | Senior Case Officer
nergy Consents Unit, Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents

Directorate for Energy and Climate Change | Scottish Government | 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw,
Glasgow G2 8LU

= ] 0o 5o

To view the Energy Consents team’s current casework please visit www.energyconsents.scot

rrom S

Sent: 24 January 2025 10:39
Subject: Rigifa Battery Energy Storage Application Consultation

Dear consultee,

ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 - APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT AND OPERATE AN
ELECTRICITY GENERATING STATION

INSTALLATION OF A BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM AND
ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE WITH A GENERATING CAPACITY OF UP
200MW LOCATED ON LAND GENERALLY AT PHILLIPS MAINS FARM,
RIGIFA, THURSO, KW14 8XH In The Planning Authority Area Of THE
HIGHLAND COUNCIL.

| work in the Energy Consents Unit of the Scottish Government and | am
contacting you in relation to the above application, as | am the case officer
assigned to deal with the consultation on it. On 24 January 2025, David Bell
Planning Limited on behalf of Field Rigifa Ltd, submitted an application under
section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 (‘the Act’) for the Scottish Ministers’ consent



to construct and operate the proposed electricity generating station described
above. The application also asks Scottish Ministers to make a direction that
planning permission for the proposed development is deemed to be granted. Your
organisation has been identified as a consultee on the application.

The application is referred to as “Rigifa BESS” and the application documents are
published on the Scottish Government Energy Consents website at Scottish

Government - Energy Consents Unit - Application Details

Details of the application will also be published in the press and in the Edinburgh
Gazette to inform the general public how they may make representations to the
Scottish Ministers on the application.

The Electricity (Applications for Consent) Regulations 1990 allow a period of 4
months from the date of the application for the Planning Authority to respond to
this consultation and serve notice of an objection, and a period of at 28 days from
the date of the last advert for all other consultees.

o The Planning Authority, The Highland Council, has been given a period
of 4 months from the date of the application to respond to this consultation
and has until 24 May 2025 to respond. The Planning Authority should make
arrangements for the application documents to be placed on the planning
register and made available for inspection by the public. It is the developer’s
responsibility to send these to you.

o All other consultees have until 3 March 2025 to respond.

Please submit your response by email to EconsentsAdmin@gov.scot or contact
me directly if you have any queries.

If the Scottish Government has not received your comments, nor received any
extension request by the relevant date indicated above, it may be assumed you
have no comments to make.

| look forward to receiving your response in due course.

Kind regards

Redacted R6(1)b of
the EIRs

Redacted R6(1)b of the EIRs | Case Of‘ficer

Energy Consents Unit, Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents

Directorate for Energy and Climate Change | Scottish Government | 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw,
Glasgow G2 8LU

E: I @oov.scot

To view the Energy Consents team’s current casework please visit www.energyconsents.scot



From. Redacted R6(1)b of

the EIRs
To: SRR (Planning (North)); Econsents Admin;
Subject: RE: 25/00307/S36 - Rigifa BESS, Mey
Date: 10 March 2025 15:23:39
Attachments: image001.png
Hi

| have sent all documents on however the email file size was large please advise if
received or if | should resend separately?
Thanks

Redacted
R6(1)b of the

Redacted R6(1)b of the EIRs

Senior Associate

Redacted R6(1)b of the EIRs

Redacted R6(1)b of th .
RRINEEERAN ©) dbplanning.co.uk
www.dbplanning.co.uk

From:(PIanning (North))@highland.gov.uk>
Sent: 10 March 2025 15:05

To: EconsentsAdmin@gov.scot @gov.scot;
@dbplanning.co.uk>

Subject: 25/00307/S36 - Rigifa BESS, Mey

Good afternoon,

| am getting in touch as case officer regarding 25/00307/S36 — Rigifa BESS
Development, Mey.

Following further review of the application and consultations received, it appears that
the Archaeological Assessments and the provision of a Noise Impact Assessment have
not been provided upon the councils Planning Portal, is it possible for these to please
be sent across in order to allow internal consultees to review the submissions.

In addition, with current workload pressures and to ensure all consultee responses can
be received prior to determination along with the additional information to be provided

above, we would presently aim for the application to attend the committee on the 11t

June 2025, with a formal response to be provided to the ECU by the 18" June 2025.
Would you please be able to agree on the requested extension?

Many thanks,

Redacted R6(1)b of the EIRs ) MRTPI
Planner
The Highland Council



Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation
in relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be
found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote
the correct application reference number on the online form before
submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus co-
dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am ri
teachd

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions
expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect
those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form
part of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an céill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chombhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air
falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na
Comhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de
chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air innse.



From: el (Planning (North))
the EIRs

EIR:
To: el ; Econsents Admln;
Subject: RE: 25/00307/S36 - Rigifa BESS, Mey
Date: 10 March 2025 15:28:41
Attachments: image001.png

i
Thanks for your email.

We have received the documents which is appreciated.

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs ) MRTPI
Planner
The Highland Council

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation
in relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be
found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote
the correct application reference number on the online form before
submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus co-
dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am ri
teachd

rror: R - 51 0.

Sent: 10 March 2025 15:23

To: | P12 ning (North)) [ @ hishland.gov.uk>;
EconsentsAdmin@gov.scot;@gov.scot
Subject: RE: 25/00307/S36 - Rigifa BESS, Mey

CAUTION: This email was sent from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi

| have sent all documents on however the email file size was large please advise if
received or if | should resend separately?

Thanks

Redacted
R11(2) of the



Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Senior Associate

Redacted R11(2) of the .
EIRs @dbplanning.co.uk
www.dbplanning.co.uk

From: (Planning (North)) ISR @ hichland.gov.uk>
Sent: 10 March 2025 15:05

To: EconsentsAdmin@gov.scot; @ gov.scot
_@dbolanning.co.ulo

Subject: 25/00307/S36 - Rigifa BESS, Mey

Good afternoon,

| am getting in touch as case officer regarding 25/00307/S36 — Rigifa BESS
Development, Mey.

Following further review of the application and consultations received, it appears that
the Archaeological Assessments and the provision of a Noise Impact Assessment have
not been provided upon the councils Planning Portal, is it possible for these to please
be sent across in order to allow internal consultees to review the submissions.

In addition, with current workload pressures and to ensure all consultee responses can
be received prior to determination along with the additional information to be provided

above, we would presently aim for the application to attend the committee on the 11t

June 2025, with a formal response to be provided to the ECU by the 18" June 2025.
Would you please be able to agree on the requested extension?

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Planner
The Highland Council

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation
in relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be
found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote



the correct application reference number on the online form before
submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus co-
dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am ri
teachd

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions
expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect
those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form
part of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an céill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chombhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air
falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na
Combhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de
chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air innse.

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions expressed
within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect those of The
Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form part of any contract
unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an c¢ill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri gnothachas
Chombhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air falbh e a tha iad, is
chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na Combhairle, no buidhnean
buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin
air innse.



From. Redacted R11(2) of

the EIRs
To: ARl (Planning (North))
Subject: RE: 25/00307/S36 - Rigifa BESS, Mey
Date: 18 March 2025 16:37:00

Redacted

Good Afternoon L,
I’'m just getting in touch to let you know that | have reminded the Developer that |
am still waiting to hear from them on their position on your extension request. As

soon as | hear from them | will let you know what decision the Energy Consents
Unit has made on the request.

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of
the EIRs

 Gaso Offcr

Energy Consents Unit, Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents
Directorate for Energy and Climate Change | Scottish Government | 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw,
Glasgow G2 8LU

E: ov.scot

To view the Energy Consents team’s current casework please visit www.energyconsents.scot

eqaacte Of ne S . edacte )O e S .
From: (Planning (North))@hlghland.gov.uk>

Sent: 10 March 2025 15:05
To: Econsents Admin <EconsentsAdmin@gov.scot>;

I - <o I o <211 0.

Subject: 25/00307/536 - Rigifa BESS, Mey

Good afternoon,

| am getting in touch as case officer regarding 25/00307/S36 — Rigifa BESS
Development, Mey.

Following further review of the application and consultations received, it appears that
the Archaeological Assessments and the provision of a Noise Impact Assessment have
not been provided upon the councils Planning Portal, is it possible for these to please
be sent across in order to allow internal consultees to review the submissions.

In addition, with current workload pressures and to ensure all consultee responses can
be received prior to determination along with the additional information to be provided

above, we would presently aim for the application to attend the committee on the 11t

June 2025, with a formal response to be provided to the ECU by the 18" June 2025.
Would you please be able to agree on the requested extension?

Many thanks,



Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Planner
The Highland Council

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation
in relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be
found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote
the correct application reference number on the online form before
submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus co-
dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am ri
teachd

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions
expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect
those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form
part of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an céill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chombhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air
falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na
Comhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de
chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air innse.



From. Redacted R11(2) of

To: Re"aé(t‘h:e“i"‘lzm"* @highland.gov.uk
Subject: FW: 25/00307/S36 - Rigifa BESS, Mey
Date: 01 April 2025 11:20:00
Attachments: image001.png

Good Mornincjiee
Please find below confirmation from the Developer in agreement to your extension
request for the Rigifa BESS application until the 18t of June.

Many Thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of
the EIRs

 Case Offcer

Energy Consents Unit, Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents
Directorate for Energy and Climate Change | Scottish Government | 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw,
Glasgow G2 8LU

e I oo <o

To view the Energy Consents team’s current casework please visit www.energyconsents.scot

rrorm: N IR - -1 co >

Sent: 31 March 2025 18:04

edacted R11(2) of the EIRs
To: IS @ cov scot-
edacted R11(2) of the EIRs . edacted R11(2) of the EIRs . edacted
ce: I @ i</ enercy-; I o i< d.cnerey>; KiRE
_@dbplanning.co.uk>

Subject: RE: 25/00307/S36 - Rigifa BESS, Mey

Further to the undernoted request from THC and your intimation of ECU’s position to
support that extension | can confirm that our Client is content to grant the extension for

Rigifa BESS to 18 June 2025. We trust that THC will be able to honour the extension

and look forward to confirmation thereof in early course.
Kind Regards

Redacted
R11(2) of the

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Senior Associate

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs|

Redacted R11(2) of th .
e (@ dbplanning.co.uk
www.dbplanning.co.uk

Please note | work compressed hours Monday — Thursday with flexible Fridays.



Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Sent: 10 March 2025 16:15

ro: I 511 0.

Subject: RE: 25/00307/S36 - Rigifa BESS, Mey

Afternoon

Thanks for forwarding on the requested documents. As the extension request is
longer than two weeks | am required to ask for your thoughts on granting the

planning authority until the 181" of June? Given this Planning Authority is dealing
with a large number of projects and that the extension request is not too long | am
minded to grant it. If you could let me know what your position is on the matter that
would be much appreciated.

Kind Regards,

Redacted R11(2) of
the EIRs

 Gaso Offcr

Energy Consents Unit, Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents
Directorate for Energy and Climate Change | Scottish Government | 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw,
Glasgow G2 8LU

E: ov.scot

To view the Energy Consents team’s current casework please visit www.energyconsents.scot

From: (Planning (North))@highland.gov.ulo

Sent: 10 March 2025 15:05
To: Econsents Admin <EconsentsAdmin@gov.scot>; [N
=

Subject: 25/00307/536 - Rigifa BESS, Mey

Good afternoon,

| am getting in touch as case officer regarding 25/00307/S36 — Rigifa BESS
Development, Mey.

Following further review of the application and consultations received, it appears that
the Archaeological Assessments and the provision of a Noise Impact Assessment have
not been provided upon the councils Planning Portal, is it possible for these to please
be sent across in order to allow internal consultees to review the submissions.

In addition, with current workload pressures and to ensure all consultee responses can
be received prior to determination along with the additional information to be provided

above, we would presently aim for the application to attend the committee on the 19t

June 2025, with a formal response to be provided to the ECU by the 18™ June 2025.
Would you please be able to agree on the requested extension?



Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs MRTPI
Planner
The Highland Council

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation
in relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be
found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote
the correct application reference number on the online form before
submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus co-
dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am ri
teachd

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions
expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect
those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form
part of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an ceéill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chombhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air
falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na
Comhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de
chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air innse.

sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk sk sk s sk sk st sk sk sk sk sk s s st st sk sk sk sk sk s sk st sk st sk sk sk s sk st sk sie sk sk sk sk s sk sk sk st sk sk s sk koo sk
sheskskokosk

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not
the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not

necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
sk sk sk sk sk sk st sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skeoskeoske sk sk sk sk sk skeoskeoske sk sk sk sk sk skeoskeosie sk sk sk sk sk skeoskeoske sk sk sk sk skeoskeoskeoskeoskeo sk sk sk skoskoskoskoske sk skeskosk

seskskokosk



From. Redacted R11(2) of
TO' Redacted R11(2| of

CC: Redacted Rll(Z) ofthe ,
Subject: RE: 25/00307/536 R|g|fa BESS, Mey

Date: 31 March 2025 18:04:17

Attachments: image001.png

Further to the undernoted request from THC and your intimation of ECU’s position to
support that extension | can confirm that our Client is content to grant the extension for
Rigifa BESS to 18" June 2025. We trust that THC will be able to honour the extension
and look forward to confirmation thereof in early course.

Kind Regards

Redacted
R11(2) of the

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Senior Associate

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Redacted R11(2) of th .
IR ©) dbplanning.co.uk
www.dbplanning.co.uk

2]

Please note | work compressed hours Monday — Thursday with flexible Fridays.

rrom N oo N o -0 <>

Sent: 10 March 2025 16:15

ro: I - - s <o.u1>

Subject: RE: 25/00307/536 - Rigifa BESS, Mey
Afternoon [HERE,

Thanks for forwarding on the requested documents. As the extension request is
longer than two weeks | am required to ask for your thoughts on granting the
planning authority until the 181 of June? Given this Planning Authority is dealing
with a large number of projects and that the extension request is not too long | am
minded to grant it. If you could let me know what your position is on the matter that
would be much appreciated.

Kind Regards

Redacted R11(2) of
the EIRs

Energy Consents Unit, Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents
Directorate for Energy and Climate Change | Scottish Government | 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw,
Glasgow G2 8LU

To view the Energy Consents team’s current casework please visit www.energyconsents.scot



From: (Planning (North))@hiszhland.gov.ulo

Sent: 10 March 2025 15:05
To: Econsents Admin <EconsentsAdmin@gov.scot>;

S feaed R R @gov.scot>;@dbolanning.co.uk
Subject: 25/00307/S36 - Rigifa BESS, Mey

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Good afternoon,

| am getting in touch as case officer regarding 25/00307/S36 — Rigifa BESS
Development, Mey.

Following further review of the application and consultations received, it appears that
the Archaeological Assessments and the provision of a Noise Impact Assessment have
not been provided upon the councils Planning Portal, is it possible for these to please
be sent across in order to allow internal consultees to review the submissions.

In addition, with current workload pressures and to ensure all consultee responses can
be received prior to determination along with the additional information to be provided

above, we would presently aim for the application to attend the committee on the 19t

June 2025, with a formal response to be provided to the ECU by the 18M June 2025.
Would you please be able to agree on the requested extension?

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs ) MRTPI
Planner
The Highland Council

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation
in relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be
found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote
the correct application reference number on the online form before
submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus co-
dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am ri
teachd

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions



expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect
those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form
part of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an céill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chombhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air
falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na
Comhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de
chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air innse.

sk stk sk sk sk sfe sk sk sk sk ske s sk sk sk sk sk sk s sk skeosie sk st sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skeoske sk skt sk skeosie sk skeosie sk steoske sk sk skeoskeosk skeoskesk skokesk skok
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not
the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not

necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
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From: Redacted R11(2) of [El . :

the EIRs
TO' Redacted R11(2) of
H

Redacted AL 2) of '
Cc: ewpsadall ; Cconsents Admin
Subject: 25/00307/S36 - Rigifa BESS, Mey
Date: 12 May 2025 09:07:28

AttaChl“el]tS' Redacted R6(1)b of the EIRs
Redacted R6(1)b of the EIRs

Good morning,

| hope you're well.

| am emailing with regards to application 25/00307/S36, please see the points detailed
below which require to be addressed:

« In accordance with the Transport Planning consultation response (attached),
matters require to be addressed regarding; policy, construction traffic routes,
baseline traffic conditions, construction traffic demand, and abnormal loads.

o Although an Outline Fire Safety Plan has been submitted following review, it is
worth noting that a particular area of focus in relation to tackling any BESS related
fire event, the basis on which schemes have been submitted to date is mainly
focussed on the aim of suppression and cooling of surrounding battery containers.
What is less clear is how the potentially polluted fire water be captured through
the site’s drainage system, tested and disposed of. In the recent application at
Toftingall (23/04690/FUL - October NPAC) the applicants were proposing all of
the developed area within the site to comprise a non-permeable surface with the
aim of collecting of all fire water and storing it on site prior to its disposal by
tanker. As a result of expanding knowledge and understanding of BESS
applications, in order to prevent a pollution event having adverse impact on the
surrounding environment should a fire event occur on the site, it would be useful if
details of permeable and non-permeable surfaces on the site can be provided. In
addition, it is noted that a penstock valve is proposed to prevent contaminated
water entering the surrounding environment however we require details of the
containment of and disposal process for any contaminated water to demonstrate
that it will not enter the water environment and will be disposed of in an
environmentally responsible manner. Can you also please confirm the capacity for
the containment of contaminated water on site?

o Regarding water supply in the event of a fire, it is noted that the draft NFCC
Guidance (2024) states the following:

“Fire Hydrants provided should achieve a flow rate of no less than 25 litres / second at

any hydrant on the sitell. This figure is based on guidance produced by Water UK and
the Local Government Association. The flow rate for transportation has been selected
as the comparative value for flow rates, rather than that of a domestic housing
development or an industrial setting.

Where a flow of 25 litres / second cannot be achieved, it would be prudent to provide an
equivalent static supply of water on site that will provide for the same flow rate for a
duration of 120 minutes. This equates to approximately 180,000 litres of water.”

e As such, we require the applicant to confirm the provision of an onsite water
supply and compliance with the standards listed within the NFCC guidance. Given
the proximity of the Phillips Mains Mire SSSI protected for its blanket bog
qualities, approximately 0.5km to the east of the site, the matter regarding fire



containment and suppression is deemed a key consideration of the proposal.

¢ In accordance with the attached response from the councils Ecology Officer, the
proposal in its current form is not considered to comply with Policy 3 of the NPF4,
and therefore amendments are required. The proposal is required to aim for an
enhancement target closer to 10% for area-based habitats in comparison to the
current arrangements.

¢ Finally, as previous discussions with Historic Environment Scotland (HES) are
noted within the Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment, particular in regard to
the Castle of Mey, we would also like to query as to why no formal comment has
been sought from HES by the ECU. Given the nature of the debate and decision
regarding the adjacent BESS application which attended the committee on the

23 April 2025 we would request site of a comment from HES with regards to this
application.

Therefore, given we have now received the majority of the initial consultation responses
and require further information, with a need for re-consultation once this information has
been received, we would now request and aim for the application to attend the

committee on the 61" August 2025, with a formal response to be provided to the ECU by
the 13t August 2025. The provision of the further information will require to be provided

by Friday 6t June 2025 to allow appropriate time for re-consultation and the writing of
the committee report.

Many thanks,
TR , MRTPI
Planner
The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation
in relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be
found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote
the correct application reference number on the online form before
submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus co-
dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am ri
teachd



al Appendix 5 Guidelines on flow requirements for firefighting. National Guidance document Jan
2007 3" Edition Microsoft Word - National guidance document on water for ffg FINAL.doc

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions expressed
within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect those of The
Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form part of any contract
unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an ceill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri gnothachas
Chomhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air falbh ¢ a tha iad, is
chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na Combhairle, no buidhnean
buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin
air innse.



From. Redacted R11(2) of

the EIRs
To: ARl (Planning (North))
Subject: RE: 25/00307/S36 - Rigifa BESS, Mey
Date: 13 May 2025 16:24:00
Attachments: Redacted R6(1)b of the EIRs

Afternoor{iiEEes,
Many thanks for your e-mail.

| have contacted the developed and they are content with the proposed extension
to the 13t of August and intend to have their responses in by the 6! of June.

Regarding your final point on HES not being consulted — they were contacted at
the same time as all other consultees but their response was mistakenly not
published on the portal. It should be available to you there now but | have attached
it here as well. | will audit all the responses tomorrow to check that no others have
been missed and send you an update if | find any.

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of
the EIRs

 Case Offcer

Energy Consents Unit, Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents
Directorate for Energy and Climate Change | Scottish Government | 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw,
Glasgow G2 8LU

e R oo

To view the Energy Consents team’s current casework please visit www.energyconsents.scot

From (Planning (North))@highland.gov.uk>

Sent: 12 May 2025 09:06

To: I < o'
Cc:@dbplanning.co.uk>; Econsents Admin

<econsentsadmin@gov.scot>
Subject: 25/00307/S36 - Rigifa BESS, Mey

Good morning,
| hope you're well.

I am emailing with regards to application 25/00307/S36, please see the points detailed
below which require to be addressed:

¢ In accordance with the Transport Planning consultation response (attached),
matters require to be addressed regarding; policy, construction traffic routes,
baseline traffic conditions, construction traffic demand, and abnormal loads.

¢ Although an Outline Fire Safety Plan has been submitted following review, it is



worth noting that a particular area of focus in relation to tackling any BESS related
fire event, the basis on which schemes have been submitted to date is mainly
focussed on the aim of suppression and cooling of surrounding battery containers.
What is less clear is how the potentially polluted fire water be captured through
the site’s drainage system, tested and disposed of. In the recent application at
Toftingall (23/04690/FUL - October NPAC) the applicants were proposing all of
the developed area within the site to comprise a non-permeable surface with the
aim of collecting of all fire water and storing it on site prior to its disposal by
tanker. As a result of expanding knowledge and understanding of BESS
applications, in order to prevent a pollution event having adverse impact on the
surrounding environment should a fire event occur on the site, it would be useful if
details of permeable and non-permeable surfaces on the site can be provided. In
addition, it is noted that a penstock valve is proposed to prevent contaminated
water entering the surrounding environment however we require details of the
containment of and disposal process for any contaminated water to demonstrate
that it will not enter the water environment and will be disposed of in an
environmentally responsible manner. Can you also please confirm the capacity for
the containment of contaminated water on site?

e Regarding water supply in the event of a fire, it is noted that the draft NFCC
Guidance (2024) states the following:

“Fire Hydrants provided should achieve a flow rate of no less than 25 litres / second at

any hydrant on the sitel’L. This figure is based on guidance produced by Water UK and
the Local Government Association. The flow rate for transportation has been selected
as the comparative value for flow rates, rather than that of a domestic housing
development or an industrial setting.

Where a flow of 25 litres / second cannot be achieved, it would be prudent to provide an
equivalent static supply of water on site that will provide for the same flow rate for a
duration of 120 minutes. This equates to approximately 180,000 litres of water.”

e As such, we require the applicant to confirm the provision of an onsite water
supply and compliance with the standards listed within the NFCC guidance. Given
the proximity of the Phillips Mains Mire SSSI protected for its blanket bog
qualities, approximately 0.5km to the east of the site, the matter regarding fire
containment and suppression is deemed a key consideration of the proposal.

¢ In accordance with the attached response from the councils Ecology Officer, the
proposal in its current form is not considered to comply with Policy 3 of the NPF4,
and therefore amendments are required. The proposal is required to aim for an
enhancement target closer to 10% for area-based habitats in comparison to the
current arrangements.

¢ Finally, as previous discussions with Historic Environment Scotland (HES) are
noted within the Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment, particular in regard to
the Castle of Mey, we would also like to query as to why no formal comment has
been sought from HES by the ECU. Given the nature of the debate and decision
regarding the adjacent BESS application which attended the committee on the

23rd April 2025 we would request site of a comment from HES with regards to this
application.

Therefore, given we have now received the majority of the initial consultation responses
and require further information, with a need for re-consultation once this information has
been received, we would now request and aim for the application to attend the



committee on the 61" August 2025, with a formal response to be provided to the ECU by
the 13" August 2025. The provision of the further information will require to be provided

by Friday 6t June 2025 to allow appropriate time for re-consultation and the writing of
the committee report.

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

, MRTPI

Planner
The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation
in relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be
found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote
the correct application reference number on the online form before
submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus co-
dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am ri
teachd

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions
expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect
those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form
part of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an céill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chombhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air
falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na
Comhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de
chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air innse.

| Appendix 5 Guidelines on flow requirements for firefighting. National Guidance document Jan
2007 3" Edition Microsoft Word - National guidance document on water for ffg FINAL.doc




From: Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs
:
TO' Redacted R11(2) of @]ﬂhlaﬂdml&k, Redacted R11(2) of
* the EIRs the EIRs
Cc: Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs [|Redacted R11(2) of the|
* EIRs

Subject: Re: FW: 25/00307/S36 - Rigifa BESS, Mey
Date: 06 June 2025 16:24:30
Attachments: Redacted R6(1)b of the EIRs ;e::

Redacted R6{1)b of the EIRs
Redacted R6(1)b of the EIRs

Ml Redacted Redacted R11(2)

Hi el and iESYS
the EIRs

Many thanks for your email on 12/05/25 relating to Field's proposed Rigifa BESS. As
requested, additional information has now been provided to address comments from THC's
internal departments (ecology and transport), as well as general comments in the below
email. Field has also taken this opportunity to respond to some of the matters raised at The
Highland Council's 23 April 2025 NPAC meeting in relation to Mey BESS. These are
appended to Field's attached covering letter.

For clarity, the following documents are submitted for consideration:

o Covering letter and provision of additional information as raised in this email,
prepared by Field, dated 6 June 2025.

e Response to councillor comments at The Highland Council’s 23 April 2025 North
Planning Applications Committee, prepared by Field, dated 6 June 2025 (appended
to covering letter);

e Response to comments made by The Highland Council’s Transport Planning Team,
prepared by Haskoning UK Ltd, dated 5 June 2025 (includes appendices); and

e Rigifa (Planning Reference (25/00307/536) — The Highland Council — Ecology —
Applicant’s Response, prepared by Haskoning UK Ltd., dated 5 June 2025

Redacted

will also upload these to the ePlanning portal as soon as possible, these may have
already been uploaded. Thanks again for your consideration and please do get in touch if
you have any further queries to support your assessment.

Regards

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

(he / him)

Senior Project Developer
Pl] ) Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

—_—

From_ (Planning (North)) S @ hichland.gov.uk>

Sent: 12 May 2025 09:06

vo: IR oo sco
Cc:@dbolanning.co.uk>; EconsentsAdmin@gov.scot

Subject: 25/00307/S36 - Rigifa BESS, Mey




Good morning,

I hope you’re well.

I am emailing with regards to application 25/00307/S36, please see the points detailed
below which require to be addressed:

e In accordance with the Transport Planning consultation response (attached),
matters require to be addressed regarding; policy, construction traffic routes,
baseline traffic conditions, construction traffic demand, and abnormal loads.

e Although an Outline Fire Safety Plan has been submitted following review, it is
worth noting that a particular area of focus in relation to tackling any BESS related
fire event, the basis on which schemes have been submitted to date is mainly
focussed on the aim of suppression and cooling of surrounding battery containers.
What is less clear is how the potentially polluted fire water be captured through
the site’s drainage system, tested and disposed of. In the recent application at
Toftingall (23/04690/FUL - October NPAC) the applicants were proposing all of
the developed area within the site to comprise a non-permeable surface with the
aim of collecting of all fire water and storing it on site prior to its disposal by
tanker. As a result of expanding knowledge and understanding of BESS
applications, in order to prevent a pollution event having adverse impact on the
surrounding environment should a fire event occur on the site, it would be useful if
details of permeable and non-permeable surfaces on the site can be provided. In
addition, it is noted that a penstock valve is proposed to prevent contaminated
water entering the surrounding environment however we require details of the
containment of and disposal process for any contaminated water to demonstrate
that it will not enter the water environment and will be disposed of in an
environmentally responsible manner. Can you also please confirm the capacity for
the containment of contaminated water on site?

e Regarding water supply in the event of a fire, it is noted that the draft NFCC
Guidance (2024) states the following:

“Fire Hydrants provided should achieve a flow rate of no less than 25 litres / second at

any hydrant on the sitelL. This figure is based on guidance produced by Water UK and
the Local Government Association. The flow rate for transportation has been selected as
the comparative value for flow rates, rather than that of a domestic housing development
or an industrial setting.

Where a flow of 25 litres / second cannot be achieved, it would be prudent to provide an
equivalent static supply of water on site that will provide for the same flow rate for a
duration of 120 minutes. This equates to approximately 180,000 litres of water.”



e As such, we require the applicant to confirm the provision of an onsite water
supply and compliance with the standards listed within the NFCC guidance. Given
the proximity of the Phillips Mains Mire SSSI protected for its blanket bog
qualities, approximately 0.5km to the east of the site, the matter regarding fire
containment and suppression is deemed a key consideration of the proposal.

e In accordance with the attached response from the councils Ecology Officer, the
proposal in its current form is not considered to comply with Policy 3 of the NPF4,
and therefore amendments are required. The proposal is required to aim for an
enhancement target closer to 10% for area-based habitats in comparison to the
current arrangements.

e Finally, as previous discussions with Historic Environment Scotland (HES) are
noted within the Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment, particular in regard to
the Castle of Mey, we would also like to query as to why no formal comment has
been sought from HES by the ECU. Given the nature of the debate and decision

regarding the adjacent BESS application which attended the committee on the 23

April 2025 we would request site of a comment from HES with regards to this
application.

Therefore, given we have now received the majority of the initial consultation responses
and require further information, with a need for re-consultation once this information has
been received, we would now request and aim for the application to attend the committee
on the 6t August 2025, with a formal response to be provided to the ECU by the 13th
August 2025. The provision of the further information will require to be provided by
Friday 6 June 2025 to allow appropriate time for re-consultation and the writing of the
committee report.

Many thanks,
Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs ) MRTPI
Planner

The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport
Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications



Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to submit
revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation in relation
to an existing application, please do so by using the Post Submission
Additional Document online form available on the ePlanning.scot Portal.
Further guidance on how to do this can be found here on our Planning
Web Pages. Please remember to quote the correct application reference
number on the online form before submitting. Thank you for your co-
operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus
co-dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am
ri teachd

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions expressed
within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect those of The
Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form part of any contract
unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an c¢ill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri gnothachas
Chombhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air falbh e a tha iad, is
chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na Comhairle, no buidhnean
buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil
sin air innse.

[1] Appendix 5 Guidelines on flow requirements for firefighting. National Guidance
document Jan 2007 3" Edition Microsoft Word - National guidance document on water
for ffg FINAL.doc



From: el (Planning (North))
the EIRs

To: Redacted R11(2) of | Redacted R11(2) of
i the EIRs ! the EIRs
Cc: Econsents Admin; ReaetleEEET

Subject: RE: 25/00307/S36
Date: 04 July 2025 14:43:42
Attachments: image001.png

Redacted

Good afternoon R11(2) of the

Many thanks for confirming that the further information will be with us by Tuesday 8"
July.

Upon further review of the proposals and in the context of surrounding proposed and
consented developments, we have slight reservations regarding the cumulative
landscape and visual impact of the proposal, particularly when viewed from the
northeast - east along the A836 (in proximity of viewpoint 3). As such, it is requested
that the landscaping proposals are enhanced along the northeastern and eastern
extents surrounding the proposals to further mitigate against any cumulative impact. If a
more detailed landscaping plan can be provided which details the enhanced
landscaping proposals that would be greatly appreciated in addition to amended plans.

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Planner
The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation
in relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be
found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote
the correct application reference number on the online form before
submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus co-
dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am ri
teachd

edacted of the EIRs edacted of the EIRs .
rror: N SRR - 51 <o

Sent: 03 July 2025 12:30

To: (PIanning(North))@highland.gov.uk>;
Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

¥



Cc: econsentsadmin@gov.scot;@field.energy>

Subject: RE: 25/00307/S36

CAUTION: This email was sent from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Redacted

Thanks g#tRg — | can confirm that a response will be uploaded and emailed on Tuesday

gth July oln the matters raised below.
Kind Regards

Redacted
R11(2) of the

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Planning Director

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Redacted R11(2) of the .
e R dbplanning.co.uk
www.dbplanning.co.uk

Please note | work compressed hours Monday — Thursday with flexible Fridays.

From: |SERERE (Planning (North)) INEEEEEEEI 21ichand.cov.uk>

Sent: 02 July 2025 13:36

To: [ © oo .scot
cc:@dbolanning.co.ub; econsentsadmin@gov.scot

Subject: 25/00307/S36

Good afternoon,

| am getting in touch with regards to the Rigifa Bess Section 36 application
25/00307/S36 in Mey.

We have now received correspondence from both the councils Ecology and Transport

Planning Teams in response to the latest information provided on the 6! June. Would
you please be able to address the below queries in order to allow the assessments to
proceed.

Ecology have requested that an updated metric and the area of bog to be restored is
provided to ensure all information is provided to assess the application.

Transport Planning have also provided the following response copied below:

| have just reviewed the latest information provided by the applicant which is a memo
dated 6 June.

The memo includes over 200 pages of Automatic Traffic Count (ATC) data from four
locations, summarising total vehicle volumes over a seven-day survey period. However,
the data has not been analysed to identify the composition of traffic, particularly the
proportion of HGVs, despite the inclusion of tables specifically detailing HGV



movements within the survey data.

To enable a comprehensive assessment of the potential impact of HGV traffic
associated with the proposed development, the applicant is required to expand Table
4.1 to clearly present the number and percentage of HGVs, both across the full seven-
day period and for weekdays separately. This analysis is essential to understand the
overall vehicle mix and in particular, the current volume and proportion of HGVs.

Then, the applicant must use this data to calculate the percentage increase in HGV
traffic, based on the forecasted HGV movements outlined in Table 7.1, which details
predicted volumes over the 24-month construction period.

| also note the memo states that the Transport Planning Team have not responded to a
request for a meeting. | have no objection to a meeting but | am not aware of the
request. Can you ask the applicant to clarify when this request was sent and who it was
sent to?

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Planner
The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation
in relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be
found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote
the correct application reference number on the online form before
submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus co-
dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am ri
teachd

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions
expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect
those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form
part of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an céill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chombhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air
falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na
Combhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de
chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air innse.



Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions expressed
within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect those of The
Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form part of any contract
unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an ceill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri gnothachas
Chomhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air falbh ¢ a tha iad, is
chan eil 1ad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na Combhairle, no buidhnean
buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin
air innse.



From: el (Planning (North))
the EIRs

TO' Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Cc: Redacted R11(2) of ; Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs ; Rfﬁg?3f31e RedacledeliZ)ofthe Econsents Admin

the EIRs EIRs

Subject: 25/00307/S36
Date: 11 July 2025 15:03:31

Good afternoon,

Please see the latest correspondence received from the councils Ecology Team
copied below following the latest information received. Could you please take note
of these comments and address concerns raised.

Position: Objection maintained

Following our response of 25 April 2025, we have reviewed the applicant's new
information. The updated Biodiversity Metric reclassifies the proposed attenuation
pond as a SuDS feature and incorporates an enhanced condition target for the
retained area of bog habitat. This results in a stated increase of 3.71% in area-
based habitat units and 51.08% increase in hedgerow units. While the
applicant commits to off-site enhancements to meet the 10% target of biodiversity
enhancement (as per the Highland Council's Biodiversity Enhancement Planning
Guidance) no details are provided regarding the location, scale, habitat type,
target condition, or delivery mechanism for these off-site measures.

Without the information, we cannot determine if the proposal achieves the required
biodiversity enhancement to comply with NPF4 Policy 3 therefore we maintain our
objection. This cannot be conditioned as we need to be satisfied that NPF4 policy
3 can be achieved prior to determination.

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Planner
The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation
in relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be
found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote
the correct application reference number on the online form before

submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus co-
dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am ri
teachd

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions expressed
within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect those of The
Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form part of any contract
unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an ceill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri gnothachas
Chombhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fthéin a chuir air falbh e a tha iad, is
chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na Combhairle, no buidhnean



buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin
air innse.



Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

From:

To: >t (Planning (North))

: aatzgﬂuf dacted R11(2) of the edacted edacted ) of edacted R11(2) of

- Redacted R11(2) of | Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs N Redacte N R icted R11(2) o ,mmmin; Redacted R11(2) of N
Ce: sl IR N S S (Planning

(North))
Subject: Re: 25/00307/S36
Date: 16 July 2025 17:12:03
Attachments: ~WRD0002.jpg
Redacted R6(1)b of the EIRs
Redacted R6(1)b of the EIRs
Redacted

J 3 b r1102) of the

ers

For ease, I will reply to your queries regarding aerosol suppression and water storage via
email here:

Aerosol based fire suppression system:

We agree with the draft 2024 NFCC Guidance that aerosol-based fire suppression systems
are not effective in suppressing thermal runaway. It is made clear within Section 13 of the
2024 Guidance that this is not their purpose, whereby it states, "The primary role of a fire
suppression system in a BESS is to prevent a fire in the ancillary electrical equipment
spreading to the battery modules ... The suppression system, regardless of type, will have
little effect on a thermal event within the battery cell. Any effectiveness they have will be in
preventing cell to cell propagation, rather than fully extinguishing a fire in the cell."”

The purpose of the aerosol-based suppression system is instead intended to prevent a fire
in the ancillary electrical equipment within the battery housing from spreading to the
battery modules, which could subsequently cause a thermal runaway event to occur.
Vapour cloud formation is prevented via venting, as discussed further below.

Risk of thermal runaway 1s mitigated through the implementation of other multi-layered
safety features, as detailed in the OBSMP. For completeness, these mitigation measures
mnclude:

e Battery Management System (BMS): Each unit i1s equipped with a BMS that
continuously monitors key parameters (temperature, voltage, current, state-of-
charge) at the cell and module level. The BMS is configured to trigger early
1solation of affected units before thermal thresholds associated with runaway are
reached.

e Gas and heat detection: Integrated sensors detect off-gassing (precursors to thermal
runaway) and abnormal temperature rises. These trigger pre-emptive shutdown and
ventilation protocols.

e Compartmentalisation and spacing: Enclosures are designed to be thermally and
physically segregated, limiting the potential for cell-to-cell or unit-to-unit
propagation. Battery manufacturers now carry out large-scale fire testing in
accordance with UL 9540A which is a standard for testing fire propagation and
thermal runaway events at a cell, unit, module, and installation level. Field is
committed to only selecting BESS equipment that meet fire testing requirements
carried out in accordance with UL 9540A. For interest, I've included a short 3-
minute video of a large-scale fire test undertaken by a BESS manufacturer.

o Passive and active venting: Enclosures are fitted with deflagration venting which
conforms to the standard NFPA 68 that will activate to safely direct energy
externally from the BESS unit in the event that an explosive atmosphere is caused
mnside. This avoids the formation of a vapour cloud within a battery unit, as occurred
in the McMicken incident and noted in the 2024 Guidance.

e Standards compliance and testing: The system design and operational protocols
conform to relevant international standards including NFPA 855 and UL9540A,



ensuring validated performance in managing and containing thermal runaway
scenarios. As noted above, Field is committed to only selecting BESS manufacturers
that adhere to best practice industry standards.

¢ Adoption of a controlled burn strategy: In line with NFCC
recommendations, thermal runaway is allowed to progress within a contained unit
under controlled conditions. This avoids introducing water or other suppressants as
recommended within the 2024 Guidance. Firefighting response is therefore focused
on containment, monitoring, and ensuring safe external conditions, not forced
suppression.These controls are intended to detect, contain and isolate thermal events
within individual units, preventing escalation to site-wide incidents.

Please refer to the OBSMP for further details regarding this approach, including Appendix
B in relation to thermal runaway.

Fire water tank locations:

Your comments are noted. Please see attached a revised version of the Fire Safety Plan
which includes the location of the static fire water tank with a capacity of 228,000 litres
(i.e. a greater volume than the NFCC requirement for 180,000 litres). This has been placed
within the north-western corner of the substation compound. The fire water tank would
feed an underground ring main across the site that would limit the distance from any
internal hydrant to the BESS equipment to less than 90 m. As you will see, there is ample
space across the site to accommodate static fire water supply.

Revised landscaping and ecology information will be provided asap tomorrow morning.

Regards

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Senior Prol'ect Developer
Ph A Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

On Wed. 16 Jul 2025 at 14:24, || (Planning (North))

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs .
highland gov.uk> wrote:
Redacted R11(2) of]
Good afternoon ,

Thanks for your phone call and as discussed the points raised are detailed below.

Firstly, the previously requested information is required to be provided as soon as possible to
allow for appropriate time for ourselves and consultees to fully review any additional details in
time to meet Friday’s committee report deadline. At present we are still awaiting the details to
address the objection from the councils Ecology Team as well as the amended landscaping,
elevations and site cross sectional drawings requested at the Teams Meeting last Tuesday
(8/07/2025). Without the provision of these details we will not be in a position to conclude our
planning assessments and put forward a recommendation to raise no objection.



Further queries were also raised regarding the proposed Aerosol based Fire Suppression
System which is to be used within the proposed facility. The NFCC Guidance, paragraph 13.1
states the following:

13.1 Inert Gaseous Suppression System

Gaseous suppression systems have no cooling capability and given that thermal runaway will
continue in the absence of oxygen, they will not suppress thermal runaway. Their use,
however, has been effective in dealing with flaming combustion within enclosed spaces, which
may be more appropriate for some ancillary electrical systems.

The design and selection of a gaseous suppression system should be specific to the use of the
BESS in question and designed by a competent person. Whilst a suppression system may
extinguish the flaming combustion within a BESS, it could create a further complexity for
firefighters in the form of a developing vapour cloud, as occurred in the McMicken

incidenlﬂl.

Could you please address the points raised within the NFCC guidance to ensure an appropriate
fire suppression system is proposed for the BESS facility which accords with the appropriate
standards?

Also, as mentioned during our phone call, the application presently details that the location of
the firewater tanks to serve the proposal will be provided at satisfaction of condition stage. The
Planning Authority does not accept this approach, with the need to ensure that there is
sufficient space within the site to accommodate firewater tanks. Therefore, we will require the
submission of a scaled drawing which details the proposed location of the firewater tanks
within the application redline boundary.

Whilst we appreciate your frustration at further requests for additional information being made
at this stage of the planning process, currently the planning assessment is not fully complete.
Additional information has been requested by ourselves and consultees throughout the
planning process as deemed necessary.

In absence of this further information, to allow for a full and thorough assessment to
appropriately inform committee members, in order to protect the councils position, and reserve
the right for a Public Inquiry, we will require to raise an objection at the August committee
meeting. Please also be aware that due to the current recess period many staff including
consultees are also on leave.

It is hoped that all of the outstanding information is submitted ahead of this and a formal
response is received from our consultees to allow the proposal to be considered at the August
meeting. Should this not be possible and to avoid any unnecessary or abortive work we
therefore request an extension of time to allow the application to be presented to the following

committee meeting on the 24t September if required, with a response to be provided to the
ECU by the 3™ October 2025.



Please note I am on annual leave on Friday this week, so it would be appreciated if a response
from both the applicant and the ECU to the extension request could be provided as soon as
possible. I have copied in the Area Planning Manager as a point of contact
during my absence.

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Planner

The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications

Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to submit
revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation in relation
to an existing application, please do so by using the Post Submission
Additional Document online form available on the ePlanning.scot Portal.
Further guidance on how to do this can be found here on our Planning
Web Pages. Please remember to quote the correct application reference
number on the online form before submitting. Thank you for your co-
operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus
co-dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am
ri teachd

From:@field.energy>

Sent: 15 July 2025 09:28

To_ (Planning (North))@hifzhland.fzov.uk>

cc: I - - -1 - ..c- I
-@ﬁeld.energy>;@dbolanning.co.uk>;@gov.scot;




econsentsadmin@gov.scot
Subject: Re: 25/00307/S36

CAUTION: This email was sent from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Redacted
R11(2) of the
EIRs

Thanks for coming back to us so quickly on this. By way of update, we're addressing this
as a matter of urgent priority and will be able to provide a response alongside
the enhanced landscaping points discussed in our 08/07 meeting last week.

We are confident that we have now come to a design solution that will increase our on-
site area-based habitat units to an amount agreeable to THC. We'll advise on the details
of this asap, hopefully by the end of the week.

I trust this 1s suitable for your timelines? Given the tight turnaround, could you confirm
the implications if this did slip into next week?

I note we are also still waiting for THC Transport Planning team's response. Any update
1s appreciated.

Regards

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

(he / him)
Senior Project Developer

Pl Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs
1

7]

On Fri, 11 Jul 2025 at 15:03, (Planning (North))
((vhighland.gov.l > wrote:



Good afternoon,

Please see the latest correspondence received from the councils Ecology Team copied
below following the latest information received. Could you please take note of these
comments and address concerns raised.

Position: Objection maintained

Following our response of 25 April 2025, we have reviewed the applicant's new
information. The updated Biodiversity Metric reclassifies the proposed attenuation
pond as a SuDS feature and incorporates an enhanced condition target for the
retained area of bog habitat. This results in a stated increase of 3.71% in area-based
habitat units and 51.08% increase in hedgerow units. While the applicant commits to
off-site enhancements to meet the 10% target of biodiversity enhancement (as per the
Highland Council's Biodiversity Enhancement Planning Guidance) no details are
provided regarding the location, scale, habitat type, target condition, or delivery
mechanism for these off-site measures.

Without the information, we cannot determine if the proposal achieves the required
biodiversity enhancement to comply with NPF4 Policy 3 therefore we maintain our
objection. This cannot be conditioned as we need to be satisfied that NPF4 policy 3
can be achieved prior to determination.

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

, MRTPI
Planner

The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications

Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation in
relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be found



here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote the correct
application reference number on the online form before submitting.
Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus
co-dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san
am ri teachd

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions
expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect
those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form part of
any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an ceill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chomhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air falbh e
a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na Combhairle, no
buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de chunnradh sam bith
mura h-eil sin air innse.

[1] Surprise, Arizona 2019

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions expressed
within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect those of The
Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form part of any contract
unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an ceill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri gnothachas
Chombhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air falbh e a tha iad, is
chan eil 1ad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na Combhairle, no buidhnean
buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil
sin air innse.



17/07/2025, 16:34 Virmati Energy Mail - 100700448-007 has been received

FFIELD I o</ <neroy>

V1 00700448-007 has been received

1 message

noreply@scot.gov.uk <noreply@scot.gov.uk> 16 July 2025 at 17:21
Reply-To: noreply@scot.gov.uk

@A Planning.scot

100700448-007 has been received

ePlanning Scotland Reference: 100700448-007

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs
ocor R

Your application / appeal has been successfully submitted using ePlanning.scot. Please be
aware that your planning application will be deleted from our database (not the Council's nor
Planning and Environmental Appeals Division's (DPEA) systems) 90 days after submission.

Your online reference number is 100700448-007, which you should keep a note of for your own
records.

If this submission relates to an application or request for Local Review, it will now be sent
to Highland Council who is responsible for processing and determining your application. They
will be in touch in due course regarding your application or request. If you need to contact the
authority directly, please use the contact details below.

If this submission relates to an appeal made to the DPEA, it will be forwarded to both the
Planning and Environmental Appeals Division (DPEA) and your planning authority. The
DPEA will be responsible for processing and determining all appeals. You will be contacted in
due course by the DPEA regarding your appeal and how to pay any applicable fee for your
appeal.

Submission Details

Online Reference 100700448-007
Title Rigifa BESS s36
Authority Name Highland Council

Authority Address ePlanning Centre Highland Council Glenurquhart Road Inverness IV3
5NX

Authority Telephone 01349 886 608
Authority Fax 01463 702 298

Authority Email Address eplanning@highland.gov.uk

https://mail google com/mail/u/0/?1k=478dcc0084& view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1837821188403428652&simpl=msg-f:1837821188403428652
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17/07/2025, 16:34

Virmati Energy Mail - 100700448-007 has been received
Agent Name

Applicant Name ||

Location Description: Rigifa BESS, Land 625M SW of 1 Phillips Mains. Mey
Date Submitted 16/07/2025

Location Plan

Name Type Size

Attachments

Name Type Size

Written response to fire safety queries Attached 316.3 Kb
Rigifa - Detailed Fire Safety Plan Attached 2.2 Mb
Rigifa - Fire Safety Plan Attached 1.5Mb

Fees
There was no fee for this submission.

General Data Protection Regulation states in Article 5(1)(e) that “Personal data shall be kept in
a form which permits identification of data subjects for no longer than is necessary for the
purposes for which the personal data are processed; personal data may be stored for longer
periods insofar as the personal data will be processed solely for archiving purposes in the public
interest, scientific or historical research purposes or statistical purposes in accordance with
Article 89(1) subject to implementation of the appropriate technical and organisational measures
required by this Regulation in order to safeguard the rights and freedoms of the data subject
(‘storage limitation’)".

This email has been sent from the ePlanning.scot Applications and Appeals System. This e-mail
and any attachments are private and confidential. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-
mail, any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of its contents is strictly prohibited. Please
contact the eDevelopment Support Desk via email at eDevelopment@gov.scot immediately and
then delete it (including any attachments) from your system. All emails and attachments are
virus scanned. It is your responsibility to ensure that any onward transmission, opening or use
of this message and any attachments will not adversely affect your or the onward recipients'
systems or data. Please carry out such virus and other such checks as you consider
appropriate.

Complete our user survey here.
Follow us on Twitter @eDevelopmentSG

Any personal data that you have provided in using the eDevelopment.scot service will be
processed in accordance with Data Protection legislation. Further information is available in our
Privacy Notice

https://mail google com/mail/u/0/?1k=478dcc0084& view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1837821188403428652&simpl=msg-f:1837821188403428652
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Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

From:

To: Redacted R11(2) of
) Redac:ehg EIIRISIZ) of Redacted R11(2) of = Redacted R11(2) of =
Cc: werns . B ; ; Econsents Admin; ||yl (Planning
th)); L ravel)
Subject: Re: 25/00307/S36
Date: 17 July 2025 16:38:09
Attachments: ~WRD0003.jpg
100700448-007.pdf
Redacted

R11(2) of
the EIRS

The fire safety information was uploaded yesterday. Please see attached confirmation, but
let me know if this hasn't shown up on your end?

Regarding your request for all documents and plans to be updated, I suggest we have a
meeting with yourself and Dafydd asap when you're back from leave? Please confirm your
availability for early next week?

Regards

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Senior Project Developer
Pll ) Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

2]

ﬁ(z)f 2025 at 16:28, (Planning (North))
(@highland.gov.uk> wrote:

Good afternoon,
Thanks for submitting the additional details.

Upon review, in time for the committee meeting we will require the application documents and
plans to be updated to not make reference to the details which have been removed. Therefore,
could you please ensure all drawings and documentation is updated to ensure they are in line
with the latest amendments to the application with the updated landscaping arrangements and
interface substation removal.

Furthermore, could you also please ensure the drawings detailing the firewater tanks have been
uploaded to the planning portal?

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs



Planner

The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications

Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to submit
revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation in relation
to an existing application, please do so by using the Post Submission
Additional Document online form available on the ePlanning.scot Portal.
Further guidance on how to do this can be found here on our Planning
Web Pages. Please remember to quote the correct application reference
number on the online form before submitting. Thank you for your co-
operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus
co-dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am
ri teachd

From S ' <ny>

Sent: 17 July 2025 14:45

To: SRS (P'anning (North)) highland.gov.uk>
I .0 Co. >

-@ﬂeld energy>; dbplanning.co.uk> | @2ov-scot;

econsentsadmm@gov.scot,(Planmng (North)) |SSEERIE @highland.gov.uk>;

(Environment - Dev & Active Travel) Red“‘e"m“z“’”hem highland.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: 25/00307/S36

CAUTION: This email was sent from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Redacted
Dea R11(2) of the
EIRs




Please find attached all information requested on 4 July and 11 July. This submission
includes the following:

A covering letter responding to the landscape and biodiversity enhancement
matters.

A revised Landscape Masterplan for the main BESS site, incorporating enhanced
planting along the northeastern boundary in response to visual concerns from the
A836.

A revised Landscape Masterplan for the area previously allocated to the interface
substation, which has now been reconfigured as a biodiversity enhancement area.
Updated Viewpoint 3 which incorporates the enhanced landscape planting and the
removal of the interface substation.

Updated biodiversity enhancement calculations reflecting the above changes, incl.
>10% gain in area habitat biodiversity units.

I'll get this uploaded to the ePlanning portal now too. I've copied in Paulo to give early
sight of the documents.

We trust this submission addresses the outstanding matters raised and provides the basis
for the withdrawal of The Highland Council’s Ecology Team’s objection.

Your request regarding the extension is noted, and we will come back to asap once I
have discussed this with the management and senior leadership team. We will have a
decision to you by 4:30pm.

Regards

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Senior Project Developer

Ph:

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

n lhu u at 12:00, annin ort
On Thu, 17 Jul 2025 at 12:00, JISSESSESN (P1anning (North

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

(@highland.gov.uk> wrote:

Good afternoon,

Thanks for your email.



Whilst we appreciate the points addressed, we are still awaiting the submission of key
details which has still not been received with the report deadline fast approaching.
Consultees will also require time to review the outstanding information.

Without site of the further information we will not be in a position to present the item at
committee with a full planning assessment undertaken. As such, to reserve the councils right
to a Public Inquiry, we will require to Raise an Objection against the development.

To prevent this from taking place, and to avoid any unnecessary or abortive work we
continue to request an extension of time to allow the application to be presented to the
following committee meeting on the 24th September if required, with a response to be
provided to the ECU by the 3™ October 2025.

Please note I am on annual leave tomorrow, so it would be appreciated if a response from
both the applicant and the ECU to the extension request could be provided as soon as
possible.

Many thanks,
Planner

The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications

Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation in
relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be found
here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote the correct
application reference number on the online form before submitting.
Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council



Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus
co-dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san
am ri teachd

From S ' <y

Sent: 16 July 2025 17:11

edacted (2) of the EIRs . edacted (2) of the EIRs .
To: ISSSSEA (Planning (North)) highland.gov.uk>
I .10 C0 >
edacted (2) of the EIRs edacted 2) of the EIRs
M co eney doplanning.co vk NN @ Fov scot

econsentsadmin@gov.scot SEEERE (Planning (North))

@highland.gov.uk>

Subject: Re: 25/00307/S36

CAUTION: This email was sent from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Redacted

H R11(2) of the

EIRs

For ease, I will reply to your queries regarding aerosol suppression and water storage
via email here:

Aerosol based fire suppression system:

We agree with the draft 2024 NFCC Guidance that aerosol-based fire suppression
systems are not effective in suppressing thermal runaway. It is made clear within
Section 13 of the 2024 Guidance that this is not their purpose, whereby it states, "The
primary role of a fire suppression system in a BESS is to prevent a fire in the ancillary
electrical equipment spreading to the battery modules ... The suppression system,
regardless of type, will have little effect on a thermal event within the battery cell. Any
effectiveness they have will be in preventing cell to cell propagation, rather than fully
extinguishing a fire in the cell.”

The purpose of the aerosol-based suppression system is instead intended to prevent a
fire in the ancillary electrical equipment within the battery housing from spreading to
the battery modules, which could subsequently cause a thermal runaway event to
occur. Vapour cloud formation is prevented via venting, as discussed further below.

Risk of thermal runaway is mitigated through the implementation of other multi-
layered safety features, as detailed in the OBSMP. For completeness, these mitigation
measures include:

e Battery Management System (BMS): Each unit is equipped with a BMS that




continuously monitors key parameters (temperature, voltage, current, state-of-
charge) at the cell and module level. The BMS is configured to trigger early
isolation of affected units before thermal thresholds associated with runaway are
reached.

e Gas and heat detection: Integrated sensors detect off-gassing (precursors to
thermal runaway) and abnormal temperature rises. These trigger pre-emptive
shutdown and ventilation protocols.

e Compartmentalisation and spacing: Enclosures are designed to be thermally
and physically segregated, limiting the potential for cell-to-cell or unit-to-unit
propagation. Battery manufacturers now carry out large-scale fire testing in
accordance with UL 9540A which is a standard for testing fire propagation and
thermal runaway events at a cell, unit, module, and installation level. Field is
committed to only selecting BESS equipment that meet fire testing requirements
carried out in accordance with UL 9540A. For interest, I've included a short 3-
minute video of a large-scale fire test undertaken by a BESS manufacturer.

e Passive and active venting: Enclosures are fitted with deflagration venting
which conforms to the standard NFPA 68 that will activate to safely direct
energy externally from the BESS unit in the event that an explosive atmosphere
is caused inside. This avoids the formation of a vapour cloud within a battery
unit, as occurred in the McMicken incident and noted in the 2024 Guidance.

o Standards compliance and testing: The system design and operational
protocols conform to relevant international standards including NFPA 855 and
UL9540A, ensuring validated performance in managing and containing thermal
runaway scenarios. As noted above, Field is committed to only selecting BESS
manufacturers that adhere to best practice industry standards.

o Adoption of a controlled burn strategy: In line with NFCC
recommendations, thermal runaway is allowed to progress within a contained
unit under controlled conditions. This avoids introducing water or other
suppressants as recommended within the 2024 Guidance. Firefighting response
is therefore focused on containment, monitoring, and ensuring safe external
conditions, not forced suppression.These controls are intended to detect, contain
and isolate thermal events within individual units, preventing escalation to site-
wide incidents.

Please refer to the OBSMP for further details regarding this approach, including
Appendix B in relation to thermal runaway.

Fire water tank locations:

Your comments are noted. Please see attached a revised version of the Fire Safety Plan
which includes the location of the static fire water tank with a capacity of 228,000
litres (i.e. a greater volume than the NFCC requirement for 180,000 litres). This has
been placed within the north-western corner of the substation compound. The fire
water tank would feed an underground ring main across the site that would limit the
distance from any internal hydrant to the BESS equipment to less than 90 m. As you
will see, there is ample space across the site to accommodate static fire water supply.

Revised landscaping and ecology information will be provided asap tomorrow
morning.



Regards

Senior Project Developer
Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

S |

On | ed Jul 2025 at 14: 24 (Planning (North))
’ (@highland. gov.uk> wrote:

Redacted R11(2) of
Good aftemoon

Thanks for your phone call and as discussed the points raised are detailed below.

Firstly, the previously requested information is required to be provided as soon as
possible to allow for appropriate time for ourselves and consultees to fully review any
additional details in time to meet Friday’s committee report deadline. At present we are
still awaiting the details to address the objection from the councils Ecology Team as well
as the amended landscaping, elevations and site cross sectional drawings requested at the
Teams Meeting last Tuesday (8/07/2025). Without the provision of these details we will
not be in a position to conclude our planning assessments and put forward a
recommendation to raise no objection.

Further queries were also raised regarding the proposed Aerosol based Fire Suppression
System which is to be used within the proposed facility. The NFCC Guidance, paragraph
13.1 states the following:

13.1 Inert Gaseous Suppression System

Gaseous suppression systems have no cooling capability and given that thermal runaway
will continue in the absence of oxygen, they will not suppress thermal runaway. Their use,
however, has been effective in dealing with flaming combustion within enclosed spaces,
which may be more appropriate for some ancillary electrical systems.

The design and selection of a gaseous suppression system should be specific to the use of
the BESS in question and designed by a competent person. Whilst a suppression system
may extinguish the flaming combustion within a BESS, it could create a further
complexity for firefighters in the form of a developing vapour cloud, as occurred in the

]



McMicken incident

Could you please address the points raised within the NFCC guidance to ensure an
appropriate fire suppression system is proposed for the BESS facility which accords with
the appropriate standards?

Also, as mentioned during our phone call, the application presently details that the
location of the firewater tanks to serve the proposal will be provided at satisfaction of
condition stage. The Planning Authority does not accept this approach, with the need to
ensure that there is sufficient space within the site to accommodate firewater tanks.
Therefore, we will require the submission of a scaled drawing which details the proposed
location of the firewater tanks within the application redline boundary.

Whilst we appreciate your frustration at further requests for additional information being
made at this stage of the planning process, currently the planning assessment is not fully
complete. Additional information has been requested by ourselves and consultees
throughout the planning process as deemed necessary.

In absence of this further information, to allow for a full and thorough assessment to
appropriately inform committee members, in order to protect the councils position, and
reserve the right for a Public Inquiry, we will require to raise an objection at the August
committee meeting. Please also be aware that due to the current recess period many staff
including consultees are also on leave.

It is hoped that all of the outstanding information is submitted ahead of this and a formal
response is received from our consultees to allow the proposal to be considered at the
August meeting. Should this not be possible and to avoid any unnecessary or abortive
work we therefore request an extension of time to allow the application to be presented to
the following committee meeting on the 24th September if required, with a response to be

provided to the ECU by the 3™ October 2025.

Please note I am on annual leave on Friday this week, so it would be appreciated if a
response from both the applicant and the ECU to the extension request could be provided

. . . . Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs .
as soon as possible. | have copied in the Area Planning Manager_ as a point
of contact during my absence.

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Planner



The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport
Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications

Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation
in relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be
found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote the
correct application reference number on the online form before
submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on
any application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air
agus co-dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’
faighinn san am ri teachd

From: | < < o .cnerey>

Sent: 15 July 2025 09:28

To_ (Planning (North))@hiahland.gov.uk>
cc: db |ann|n Couk>, Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

B < ficld.ener >;@dbolanning.co.uk>;@gov.scot;
econsentsadmin@gov.scot
Subject: Re: 25/00307/536

CAUTION: This email was sent from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Ml Redacted
Hi e
the EIRs |4



Thanks for coming back to us so quickly on this. By way of update, we're
addressing this as a matter of urgent priority and will be able to provide a response
alongside the enhanced landscaping points discussed in our 08/07 meeting last
week.

We are confident that we have now come to a design solution that will increase our
on-site area-based habitat units to an amount agreeable to THC. We'll advise on the
details of this asap, hopefully by the end of the week.

I trust this is suitable for your timelines? Given the tight turnaround, could you
confirm the implications if this did slip into next week?

I note we are also still waiting for THC Transport Planning team's response. Any
update is appreciated.

Regards

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Senior Project Developer

Pl Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs
1:

\\

On Fri1, 1 Jul 2025 at 15:03, (Planning (North))
((vhighland.gov.l > wrote:

Good afternoon,

Please see the latest correspondence received from the councils Ecology Team
copied below following the latest information received. Could you please take
note of these comments and address concerns raised.

Position: Objection maintained

Following our response of 25 April 2025, we have reviewed the applicant's new
information. The updated Biodiversity Metric reclassifies the proposed



attenuation pond as a SuDS feature and incorporates an enhanced condition
target for the retained area of bog habitat. This results in a stated increase of
3.71% in area-based habitat units and 51.08% increase in hedgerow units.
While the applicant commits to off-site enhancements to meet the 10% target of
biodiversity enhancement (as per the Highland Council's Biodiversity
Enhancement Planning Guidance) no details are provided regarding the location,
scale, habitat type, target condition, or delivery mechanism for these off-site
measures.

Without the information, we cannot determine if the proposal achieves the
required biodiversity enhancement to comply with NPF4 Policy 3 therefore we
maintain our objection. This cannot be conditioned as we need to be satisfied
that NPF4 policy 3 can be achieved prior to determination.

Many thanks,
Planner

The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport
Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications

Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional
documentation in relation to an existing application, please do so by
using the Post Submission Additional Document online form
available on the ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to
do this can be found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please
remember to quote the correct application reference number on the
online form before submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on
any application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air
agus co-dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’
faighinn san am ri teachd



Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions
expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect
those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form
part of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an c¢ill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chombhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach ftheéin a chuir air
falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na
Combhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de
chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air innse.

[1] Surprise, Arizona 2019

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions
expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect
those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form part
of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an c¢ill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chombhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhein a chuir air falbh
e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na Comhairle, no
buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de chunnradh sam
bith mura h-eil sin air innse.

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions
expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect
those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form part of
any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an cg¢ill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chomhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhein a chuir air falbh e
a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na Combhairle, no
buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de chunnradh sam bith
mura h-eil sin air innse.

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions expressed
within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect those of The
Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form part of any contract
unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an ceill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri gnothachas
Chombhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air falbh e a tha iad, is
chan eil 1ad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na Combhairle, no buidhnean
buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil
sin air innse.



Redacted R11(2) of

From: the EIRs
Redacted R11(2) of

TO: fed it (Planning (North)); Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs
. Redacted R11(2) of |8l Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs | Redacted Redacted R11(2) of H MIRedacted R11(2) o H -
Cc: s R ; [ fedrl (Planning (North)), (Environment
ev & Active Trave
Subject: RE: 25/00307/S36
Date: 17 July 2025 16:23:00
Attachments: image001.jpg

Afternoon All,

ECU confirm that the Planning Authority deadline for response has been extended
to 3" of October 2025.

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of
the EIRs

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Energy Consents Unit, Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents
Directorate for Energy and Climate Change | Scottish Government | 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw,
Glasgow G2 8LU

E: I @oov.scot

To view the Energy Consents team’s current casework please visit www.energyconsents.scot

From: (Planning (North))@highland.gov.uk>
Sent: 17 July 2025 16:19

To:@field.energy>

cc NN - - I
-@field.energy>;@dbplanning.co.uk>;
I ©:ov scot>; Econsents Admin <econsentsadmin@gov.scot>; [N

(Planning (North))@highland.gov.uk>; B (F\ironment - Dev &

. edactes (2) of the EIRs. .
Active Travel)@hlghland.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: 25/00307/S36

Redacted R11(2) of

Hl the EIRs
Many thanks for confirming your acceptance to the extension.

B \would you please be able to confirm whether the ECU are in acceptance of the
extension request also.

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Planner
The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to



Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation
in relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be
found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote
the correct application reference number on the online form before
submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus co-
dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am ri
teachd

rrom S - . 0ccc,>

Sent: 17 July 2025 16:10

To: (PIanning(North)) highland.gov.uk>
c: S - -1z I - . <2

: edacted (2) of the EIRs . edacted (2) of the EIRs .
dbplannin .co.uk>;@gov.scot,' econsentsadmin@gov.scot;
edacted of the s . edacted of the s . edacted (2) of the .
(Planning (North)) | @highland.gov.uk>; [NERESEERN (Environment -

Redacted R11(2) of the

Dev & Active Travel) < EiRs highland.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: 25/00307/536

CAUTION: This email was sent from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Redacted Redacted R11(2) of
H R11(2) of the and the EIRs
EIRs

Field is happy to accept the extension requested by The Highland Council on
the basis that consultation responses remain outstanding from Transport and
Ecology teams.

Regards

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs R
e

d
enior Project Developer

P h Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

On Thu, 17 Jul 2025 at 15:03, |G @ic!d.cnergy> wrote:
i

For completeness, please see attached confirmation that the additional
information has now been uploaded to the ePlanning portal.



Please let me know if you have any issues accessing the documents.

Regards

!enlor er ec' Ieveloper
P h . Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

J

On Thu, 17 Jul 2025 at 14:44, | @ric\d cneray>

wrote:
Dear B

Please find attached all information requested on 4 July and 11 July. This
submission includes the following:

e A covering letter responding to the landscape and biodiversity
enhancement matters.
¢ A revised Landscape Masterplan for the main BESS site, incorporating
enhanced planting along the northeastern boundary in response to
visual concerns from the A836.
¢ A revised Landscape Masterplan for the area previously allocated to the
interface substation, which has now been reconfigured as a biodiversity
enhancement area.
e Updated Viewpoint 3 which incorporates the enhanced
landscape planting and the removal of the interface substation.
e Updated biodiversity enhancement calculations reflecting the above
changes, incl. >10% gain in area habitat biodiversity units.
I'll get this uploaded to the ePlanning portal now too. I've copied in Paulo to
give early sight of the documents.

We trust this submission addresses the outstanding matters raised and
provides the basis for the withdrawal of The Highland Council’s Ecology
Team’s objection.

Your request regarding the extension is noted, and we will come back to
asap once | have discussed this with the management and senior leadership
team. We will have a decision to you by 4:30pm.

Regards




Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

On Thu, 17 Jul 2025 at 12:00,
@highland.gov.uk> wrote:

Good afternoon,

e (Planning (North))

Thanks for your email.

Whilst we appreciate the points addressed, we are still awaiting the submission
of key details which has still not been received with the report deadline fast
approaching. Consultees will also require time to review the outstanding
information.

Without site of the further information we will not be in a position to present the
item at committee with a full planning assessment undertaken. As such, to
reserve the councils right to a Public Inquiry, we will require to Raise an
Objection against the development.

To prevent this from taking place, and to avoid any unnecessary or abortive work
we continue to request an extension of time to allow the application to be

presented to the following committee meeting on the 24t September if required,

with a response to be provided to the ECU by the 3" October 2025.

Please note | am on annual leave tomorrow, so it would be appreciated if a
response from both the applicant and the ECU to the extension request could be
provided as soon as possible.

Many thanks,
Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

, MRTPI

Planner

The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport
Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly
to Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would
like to submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional
documentation in relation to an existing application, please do
so by using the Post Submission Additional Document online
form available on the ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance
on how to do this can be found here on our Planning Web
Pages. Please remember to quote the correct application
reference number on the online form before submitting. Thank
you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on
any application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air
agus co-dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’
faighinn san am ri teachd



. Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs .
From: @field.energy>

Sent: 16 July 2025 17:11

_(Plannlng(North)) hi hland ov. uk>
B

- T T~ S
econsentsadmin@gov.scot- (Planning (North))

@highland gov.uk>

Subject: Re: 25/00307/S36

CAUTION: This email was sent from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

i) Redacted

H| R11(2) of the
For ease, | will reply to your queries regarding aerosol suppression and
water storage via email here:

Aerosol based fire suppression system:

We agree with the draft 2024 NFCC Guidance that aerosol-based fire
suppression systems are not effective in suppressing thermal runaway. It is
made clear within Section 13 of the 2024 Guidance that this is not their
purpose, whereby it states, "The primary role of a fire suppression system in
a BESS is to prevent a fire in the ancillary electrical equipment spreading to
the battery modules ... The suppression system, regardless of type, will
have little effect on a thermal event within the battery cell. Any effectiveness
they have will be in preventing cell to cell propagation, rather than fully
extinguishing a fire in the cell.”

The purpose of the aerosol-based suppression system is instead intended
to prevent a fire in the ancillary electrical equipment within the battery
housing from spreading to the battery modules, which could subsequently
cause a thermal runaway event to occur. Vapour cloud formation is
prevented via venting, as discussed further below.

Risk of thermal runaway is mitigated through the implementation of other
multi-layered safety features, as detailed in the OBSMP. For completeness,
these mitigation measures include:

e Battery Management System (BMS): Each unit is equipped with a
BMS that continuously monitors key parameters (temperature,
voltage, current, state-of-charge) at the cell and module level. The
BMS is configured to trigger early isolation of affected units before
thermal thresholds associated with runaway are reached.

e Gas and heat detection: Integrated sensors detect off-gassing
(precursors to thermal runaway) and abnormal temperature rises.
These trigger pre-emptive shutdown and ventilation protocols.

e Compartmentalisation and spacing: Enclosures are designed to be
thermally and physically segregated, limiting the potential for cell-to-
cell or unit-to-unit propagation. Battery manufacturers now carry out
large-scale fire testing in accordance with UL 9540A which is a
standard for testing fire propagation and thermal runaway events at a




cell, unit, module, and installation level. Field is committed to only
selecting BESS equipment that meet fire testing requirements carried
out in accordance with UL 9540A. For interest, I've included a short 3-
minute video of a large-scale fire test undertaken by a BESS
manufacturer.

Passive and active venting: Enclosures are fitted with deflagration
venting which conforms to the standard NFPA 68 that will activate to
safely direct energy externally from the BESS unit in the event that an
explosive atmosphere is caused inside. This avoids the formation of a
vapour cloud within a battery unit, as occurred in the McMicken
incident and noted in the 2024 Guidance.

Standards compliance and testing: The system design and
operational protocols conform to relevant international standards
including NFPA 855 and UL9540A, ensuring validated performance in
managing and containing thermal runaway scenarios. As noted above,
Field is committed to only selecting BESS manufacturers that adhere
to best practice industry standards.

Adoption of a controlled burn strategy: In line with NFCC
recommendations, thermal runaway is allowed to progress within a
contained unit under controlled conditions. This avoids introducing
water or other suppressants as recommended within the 2024
Guidance. Firefighting response is therefore focused on containment,
monitoring, and ensuring safe external conditions, not forced
suppression.These controls are intended to detect, contain and isolate
thermal events within individual units, preventing escalation to site-
wide incidents.

Please refer to the OBSMP for further details regarding this approach,
including Appendix B in relation to thermal runaway.

Fire water tank locations:

Your comments are noted. Please see attached a revised version of the Fire
Safety Plan which includes the location of the static fire water tank with a
capacity of 228,000 litres (i.e. a greater volume than the NFCC requirement
for 180,000 litres). This has been placed within the north-western corner of
the substation compound. The fire water tank would feed an underground
ring main across the site that would limit the distance from any internal
hydrant to the BESS equipment to less than 90 m. As you will see, there is
ample space across the site to accommodate static fire water supply.

Revised landscaping and ecology information will be provided asap
tomorrow morning.

Regards

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

enior Project Developer

Ph:

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs




On Wed, 16 Jul 2025 at 14:24 || (P'anning (North))
B hiohiand.gov.uk> wrote:

Good afternoon

Thanks for your phone call and as discussed the points raised are detailed
below.

Firstly, the previously requested information is required to be provided as soon
as possible to allow for appropriate time for ourselves and consultees to fully
review any additional details in time to meet Friday’s committee report
deadline. At present we are still awaiting the details to address the objection
from the councils Ecology Team as well as the amended landscaping,
elevations and site cross sectional drawings requested at the Teams Meeting
last Tuesday (8/07/2025). Without the provision of these details we will not be
in a position to conclude our planning assessments and put forward a
recommendation to raise no objection.

Further queries were also raised regarding the proposed Aerosol based Fire
Suppression System which is to be used within the proposed facility. The
NFCC Guidance, paragraph 13.1 states the following:

13.1 Inert Gaseous Suppression System

Gaseous suppression systems have no cooling capability and given that
thermal runaway will continue in the absence of oxygen, they will not suppress
thermal runaway. Their use, however, has been effective in dealing with
flaming combustion within enclosed spaces, which may be more appropriate
for some ancillary electrical systems.

The design and selection of a gaseous suppression system should be specific
to the use of the BESS in question and designed by a competent person.
Whilst a suppression system may extinguish the flaming combustion within a
BESS, it could create a further complexity for firefighters in the form of a

developing vapour cloud, as occurred in the McMicken incident11,

Could you please address the points raised within the NFCC guidance to
ensure an appropriate fire suppression system is proposed for the BESS
facility which accords with the appropriate standards?

Also, as mentioned during our phone call, the application presently details that
the location of the firewater tanks to serve the proposal will be provided at
satisfaction of condition stage. The Planning Authority does not accept this
approach, with the need to ensure that there is sufficient space within the site
to accommodate firewater tanks. Therefore, we will require the submission of a
scaled drawing which details the proposed location of the firewater tanks within
the application redline boundary.

Whilst we appreciate your frustration at further requests for additional
information being made at this stage of the planning process, currently the
planning assessment is not fully complete. Additional information has been
requested by ourselves and consultees throughout the planning process as
deemed necessary.

In absence of this further information, to allow for a full and thorough
assessment to appropriately inform committee members, in order to protect the



councils position, and reserve the right for a Public Inquiry, we will require to
raise an objection at the August committee meeting. Please also be aware that
due to the current recess period many staff including consultees are also on
leave.

It is hoped that all of the outstanding information is submitted ahead of this
and a formal response is received from our consultees to allow the proposal to
be considered at the August meeting. Should this not be possible and to avoid
any unnecessary or abortive work we therefore request an extension of time to
allow the application to be presented to the following committee meeting on the

24th September if required, with a response to be provided to the ECU by the
3" October 2025.

Please note | am on annual leave on Friday this week, so it would be
appreciated if a response from both the applicant and the ECU to the
extension request could be provided as soon as possible. | have copied in the

Area Planning Manager ||| as a oint of contact during my
absence.

Many thanks,

Planner
The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport
Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning
applications

Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted
directly to Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If
you would like to submit revised plans or any other follow
up/additional documentation in relation to an existing
application, please do so by using the Post Submission
Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can
be found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember
to quote the correct application reference number on the
online form before submitting. Thank you for your co-
operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on
any application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air
agus co-dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’
faighinn san am ri teachd

edacted (2) of the EIRs .
prom: I ¢ <<,

Sent: 15 July 2025 09:28



To:

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs
’ ’ (Planmng (North)) highland.gov.uk>
dbplanning.co.uk;

-@ﬂeld.energy , dbplanning.co.uk>;
B @ <o scot; econsentsadmin@gov.scot
Subject: Re: 25/00307/536

CAUTION: This email was sent from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Redacted

H R11(2) of the

EIRs

Thanks for coming back to us so quickly on this. By way of update, we're
addressing this as a matter of urgent priority and will be able to provide a
response alongside the enhanced landscaping points discussed in our
08/07 meeting last week.

We are confident that we have now come to a design solution that

will increase our on-site area-based habitat units to an amount agreeable
to THC. We'll advise on the details of this asap, hopefully by the end of
the week.

| trust this is suitable for your timelines? Given the tight turnaround, could
you confirm the implications if this did slip into next week?

| note we are also still waiting for THC Transport Planning team's
response. Any update is appreciated.

Regards

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

enior Project Developer

P h Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

On Fri, 11 Jul 2025 at 15:03, |ISSSESSSRAN (P'anning (North))
B hiohiand.gov.uk> wrote:

Good afternoon,

Please see the latest correspondence received from the councils
Ecology Team copied below following the latest information received.
Could you please take note of these comments and address concerns
raised.

Position: Objection maintained

Following our response of 25 April 2025, we have reviewed the
applicant's new information. The updated Biodiversity Metric reclassifies
the proposed attenuation pond as a SuDS feature and incorporates an
enhanced condition target for the retained area of bog habitat. This



results in a stated increase of 3.71% in area-based habitat units and
51.08% increase in hedgerow units. While the applicant commits to
off-site enhancements to meet the 10% target of biodiversity
enhancement (as per the Highland Council's Biodiversity Enhancement
Planning Guidance) no details are provided regarding the location,
scale, habitat type, target condition, or delivery mechanism for these
off-site measures.

Without the information, we cannot determine if the proposal achieves
the required biodiversity enhancement to comply with NPF4 Policy 3
therefore we maintain our objection. This cannot be conditioned as we
need to be satisfied that NPF4 policy 3 can be achieved prior to
determination.

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Planner
The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport
Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning
applications

Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted
directly to Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If
you would like to submit revised plans or any other follow
up/additional documentation in relation to an existing
application, please do so by using the Post Submission
Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this
can be found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please
remember to quote the correct application reference number
on the online form before submitting. Thank you for your co-
operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision
on any application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh
air agus co-dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd
a’ faighinn san am ri teachd

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or
opinions expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not
necessarily reflect those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies,
nor does this e-mail form part of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an céill sa phost-d seo a'
buntainn ri gnothachas Chomhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an
neach fhéin a chuir air falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a'



riochdachadh beachdan na Comhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach,
agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil
sin air innse.

[1] Surprise, Arizona 2019

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or
opinions expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not
necessarily reflect those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies,
nor does this e-mail form part of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an ceéill sa phost-d seo a'
buntainn ri gnothachas Chomhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an
neach fhein a chuir air falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a'
riochdachadh beachdan na Comhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus
chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air
innse.

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or
opinions expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not
necessarily reflect those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor
does this e-mail form part of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an ceéill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chomhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a
chuir air falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh
beachdan na Comhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am
post-d seo na phairt de chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air innse.

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions
expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect
those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form
part of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an ceéill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chombhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air
falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na
Comhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de
chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air innse.



pasnessalll (Planning (North))

From: the EIRs
Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

To:
Cc:

; [l ; Econsents Admin; [aial (Planning
’ the EIRs
fravel

Redacted R11(2) of thel Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs |
EIRs

yRedacted R11(2) of)

Subject: RE: 25/00307/S36
Date: 17 July 2025 16:29:02
Attachments: ~WRD0003,jpg

Good afternoon,
Thanks for submitting the additional details.
Upon review, in time for the committee meeting we will require the application
documents and plans to be updated to not make reference to the details which have
been removed. Therefore, could you please ensure all drawings and documentation is
updated to ensure they are in line with the latest amendments to the application with the
updated landscaping arrangements and interface substation removal.
Furthermore, could you also please ensure the drawings detailing the firewater tanks
have been uploaded to the planning portal?
Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs TPI
Planner
The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation
in relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be
found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote
the correct application reference number on the online form before

submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus co-
dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am ri
teachd

(Environment - Dev & Active Trave

Redacted R11(2) of the Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs
X s : @gov.scot;
Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs
Planning (No ;
Subject: Re: 25/00307/S36

CAUTION: This email was sent from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Redacted

Dear s
EIRs

Please find attached all information requested on 4 July and 11 July. This
submission includes the following:

e A covering letter responding to the landscape and biodiversity enhancement



matters.

e A revised Landscape Masterplan for the main BESS site, incorporating
enhanced planting along the northeastern boundary in response to visual
concerns from the A836.

e A revised Landscape Masterplan for the area previously allocated to the
interface substation, which has now been reconfigured as a biodiversity
enhancement area.

e Updated Viewpoint 3 which incorporates the enhanced landscape planting
and the removal of the interface substation.

e Updated biodiversity enhancement calculations reflecting the above
changes, incl. >10% gain in area habitat biodiversity units.

I'll get this uploaded to the ePlanning portal now too. I've copied in Paulo to give
early sight of the documents.
We trust this submission addresses the outstanding matters raised and provides
the basis for the withdrawal of The Highland Council’'s Ecology Team'’s objection.
Your request regarding the extension is noted, and we will come back to asap
once | have discussed this with the management and senior leadership team. We
will have a decision to you by 4:30pm.
Reiards )
Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs )
enior Project Developer

P h Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

—
On Thu, 17 Jul 2025 at 12:00
@highland.gov.uk> wrote:

Good afternoon,

Thanks for your email.

Whilst we appreciate the points addressed, we are still awaiting the submission of key
details which has still not been received with the report deadline fast approaching.
Consultees will also require time to review the outstanding information.

Without site of the further information we will not be in a position to present the item at
committee with a full planning assessment undertaken. As such, to reserve the
councils right to a Public Inquiry, we will require to Raise an Objection against the
development.

To prevent this from taking place, and to avoid any unnecessary or abortive work we
continue to request an extension of time to allow the application to be presented to

the following committee meeting on the 24t September if required, with a response to

be provided to the ECU by the 3™ October 2025.

Please note | am on annual leave tomorrow, so it would be appreciated if a response
from both the applicant and the ECU to the extension request could be provided as
soon as possible.

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Planner
The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

(Planning (North))




documentation in relation to an existing application, please do so by
using the Post Submission Additional Document online form
available on the ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to
do this can be found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please
remember to quote the correct application reference number on the

online form before submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus
co-dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san
am ri teachd

From
Sent:

=
econsentsadmin@gov.scot
@hithand.qov.u >

ubject: Re: 25/00307/S36

CAUTION: This email was sent from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

For ease, | will reply to your queries regarding aerosol suppression and water
storage via email here:

Aerosol based fire suppression system:

We agree with the draft 2024 NFCC Guidance that aerosol-based fire
suppression systems are not effective in suppressing thermal runaway. It is
made clear within Section 13 of the 2024 Guidance that this is not their purpose,
whereby it states, "The primary role of a fire suppression system in a BESS is to
prevent a fire in the ancillary electrical equipment spreading to the battery
modules ... The suppression system, regardless of type, will have little effect on
a thermal event within the battery cell. Any effectiveness they have will be in
preventing cell to cell propagation, rather than fully extinguishing a fire in the
cell.”

The purpose of the aerosol-based suppression system is instead intended to
prevent a fire in the ancillary electrical equipment within the battery housing from
spreading to the battery modules, which could subsequently cause a thermal
runaway event to occur. Vapour cloud formation is prevented via venting, as
discussed further below.

Risk of thermal runaway is mitigated through the implementation of other multi-
layered safety features, as detailed in the OBSMP. For completeness, these
mitigation measures include:

e Battery Management System (BMS): Each unit is equipped with a BMS
that continuously monitors key parameters (temperature, voltage, current,
state-of-charge) at the cell and module level. The BMS is configured to
trigger early isolation of affected units before thermal thresholds
associated with runaway are reached.

e Gas and heat detection: Integrated sensors detect off-gassing



(precursors to thermal runaway) and abnormal temperature rises. These
trigger pre-emptive shutdown and ventilation protocols.

e Compartmentalisation and spacing: Enclosures are designed to be
thermally and physically segregated, limiting the potential for cell-to-cell or
unit-to-unit propagation. Battery manufacturers now carry out large-scale
fire testing in accordance with UL 9540A which is a standard for testing fire
propagation and thermal runaway events at a cell, unit, module, and
installation level. Field is committed to only selecting BESS equipment that
meet fire testing requirements carried out in accordance with UL 9540A.
For interest, I've included a short 3-minute video of a large-scale fire test
undertaken by a BESS manufacturer.

e Passive and active venting: Enclosures are fitted with deflagration
venting which conforms to the standard NFPA 68 that will activate to safely
direct energy externally from the BESS unit in the event that an explosive
atmosphere is caused inside. This avoids the formation of a vapour cloud
within a battery unit, as occurred in the McMicken incident and noted in the
2024 Guidance.

e Standards compliance and testing: The system design and operational
protocols conform to relevant international standards including NFPA 855
and UL9540A, ensuring validated performance in managing and
containing thermal runaway scenarios. As noted above, Field is committed
to only selecting BESS manufacturers that adhere to best practice industry
standards.

e Adoption of a controlled burn strategy: In line with NFCC
recommendations, thermal runaway is allowed to progress within a
contained unit under controlled conditions. This avoids introducing water
or other suppressants as recommended within the 2024 Guidance.
Firefighting response is therefore focused on containment, monitoring, and
ensuring safe external conditions, not forced suppression.These controls
are intended to detect, contain and isolate thermal events within individual
units, preventing escalation to site-wide incidents.

Please refer to the OBSMP for further details regarding this approach, including
Appendix B in relation to thermal runaway.

Fire water tank locations:

Your comments are noted. Please see attached a revised version of the Fire
Safety Plan which includes the location of the static fire water tank with a
capacity of 228,000 litres (i.e. a greater volume than the NFCC requirement for
180,000 litres). This has been placed within the north-western corner of the
substation compound. The fire water tank would feed an underground ring main
across the site that would limit the distance from any internal hydrant to the
BESS equipment to less than 90 m. As you will see, there is ample space
across the site to accommodate static fire water supply.

Revised landscaping and ecology information will be provided asap tomorrow

morning.

Rei ards
Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs
enior Project Developer

P h Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

| I
On Wed, 16 Jul 2025 at 14:24 || (P'anning (North))




edacted (2) of the EIRs .
highland.gov.uk> wrote:
Good afternoon

Thanks for your phone call and as discussed the points raised are detailed below.
Firstly, the previously requested information is required to be provided as soon as
possible to allow for appropriate time for ourselves and consultees to fully review
any additional details in time to meet Friday’s committee report deadline. At present
we are still awaiting the details to address the objection from the councils Ecology
Team as well as the amended landscaping, elevations and site cross sectional
drawings requested at the Teams Meeting last Tuesday (8/07/2025). Without the
provision of these details we will not be in a position to conclude our planning
assessments and put forward a recommendation to raise no objection.

Further queries were also raised regarding the proposed Aerosol based Fire
Suppression System which is to be used within the proposed facility. The NFCC
Guidance, paragraph 13.1 states the following:

13.1 Inert Gaseous Suppression System

Gaseous suppression systems have no cooling capability and given that thermal
runaway will continue in the absence of oxygen, they will not suppress thermal
runaway. Their use, however, has been effective in dealing with flaming
combustion within enclosed spaces, which may be more appropriate for some
ancillary electrical systems.

The design and selection of a gaseous suppression system should be specific to
the use of the BESS in question and designed by a competent person. Whilst a
suppression system may extinguish the flaming combustion within a BESS, it could
create a further complexity for firefighters in the form of a developing vapour cloud,

as occurred in the McMicken incidentt].

Could you please address the points raised within the NFCC guidance to ensure an
appropriate fire suppression system is proposed for the BESS facility which
accords with the appropriate standards?

Also, as mentioned during our phone call, the application presently details that the
location of the firewater tanks to serve the proposal will be provided at satisfaction
of condition stage. The Planning Authority does not accept this approach, with the
need to ensure that there is sufficient space within the site to accommodate
firewater tanks. Therefore, we will require the submission of a scaled drawing which
details the proposed location of the firewater tanks within the application redline
boundary.

Whilst we appreciate your frustration at further requests for additional information
being made at this stage of the planning process, currently the planning
assessment is not fully complete. Additional information has been requested by
ourselves and consultees throughout the planning process as deemed necessary.
In absence of this further information, to allow for a full and thorough assessment to
appropriately inform committee members, in order to protect the councils position,
and reserve the right for a Public Inquiry, we will require to raise an objection at the
August committee meeting. Please also be aware that due to the current recess
period many staff including consultees are also on leave.

It is hoped that all of the outstanding information is submitted ahead of this and a
formal response is received from our consultees to allow the proposal to be
considered at the August meeting. Should this not be possible and to avoid any
unnecessary or abortive work we therefore request an extension of time to allow

the application to be presented to the following committee meeting on the 24t

September if required, with a response to be provided to the ECU by the 3rd
October 2025.

Please note | am on annual leave on Friday this week, so it would be appreciated if
a response from both the applicant and the ECU to the extension request could be



provided as soon as possible. | have copied in the Area Planning Manager |
as a point of contact during my absence.

Mani thanks,
Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Planner
The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly
to Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like
to submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional
documentation in relation to an existing application, please do so
by using the Post Submission Additional Document online form
available on the ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how
to do this can be found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please
remember to quote the correct application reference number on
the online form before submitting. Thank you for your co-

operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus
co-dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san
am ri teachd

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs
! ‘annln co U!>;

@dbplanning.co.uk>;

CAUTION: This email was sent from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Thanks for coming back to us so quickly on this. By way of update, we're
addressing this as a matter of urgent priority and will be able to provide a
response alongside the enhanced landscaping points discussed in our 08/07
meeting last week.

We are confident that we have now come to a design solution that will
increase our on-site area-based habitat units to an amount agreeable to THC.
We'll advise on the details of this asap, hopefully by the end of the week.

| trust this is suitable for your timelines? Given the tight turnaround, could you
confirm the implications if this did slip into next week?

| note we are also still waiting for THC Transport Planning team's response.
Any update is appreciated.

Regards

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs
!emor l ro ec! !eveloper
Ph i Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs




Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

On Fri, 11 Jul 2025 at 15:03,
@highland.gov.uk> wrote:

Good afternoon,

Please see the latest correspondence received from the councils Ecology
Team copied below following the latest information received. Could you
please take note of these comments and address concerns raised.
Position: Objection maintained

Following our response of 25 April 2025, we have reviewed the applicant's
new information. The updated Biodiversity Metric reclassifies the proposed
attenuation pond as a SuDS feature and incorporates an enhanced
condition target for the retained area of bog habitat. This results in a stated
increase of 3.71% in area-based habitat units and 51.08% increase in
hedgerow units. While the applicant commits to off-site enhancements to
meet the 10% target of biodiversity enhancement (as per the Highland
Council's Biodiversity Enhancement Planning Guidance) no details are
provided regarding the location, scale, habitat type, target condition, or
delivery mechanism for these off-site measures.

Without the information, we cannot determine if the proposal achieves the
required biodiversity enhancement to comply with NPF4 Policy 3 therefore
we maintain our objection. This cannot be conditioned as we need to be
satisfied that NPF4 policy 3 can be achieved prior to determination.

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Planner
The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport
Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly
to Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would
like to submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional
documentation in relation to an existing application, please do
so by using the Post Submission Additional Document online
form available on the ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance
on how to do this can be found here on our Planning Web
Pages. Please remember to quote the correct application
reference number on the online form before submitting. Thank

you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on
any application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air
agus co-dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’
faighinn san am ri teachd

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or
opinions expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not
necessarily reflect those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor
does this e-mail form part of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an ceéill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chomhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a
chuir air falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh

(Planning (North))




beachdan na Comhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am
post-d seo na phairt de chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air innse.

[1] Surprise, Arizona 2019

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions
expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily
reflect those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-
mail form part of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an céill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chomhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir
air falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan
na Comhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na
phairt de chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air innse.

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions
expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily
reflect those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail
form part of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an ceéill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chomhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air
falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na
Combhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt
de chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air innse.

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions expressed
within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect those of The
Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form part of any contract
unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an ceill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri gnothachas
Chomhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air falbh ¢ a tha iad, is
chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na Combhairle, no buidhnean
buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin
air innse.
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’FIELD @ﬁeld.energy>

V100700448-009 has been received

1 message

noreply@scot.gov.uk <noreply@scot.gov.uk> 17 July 2025 at 15:01
Reply-To: noreply@scot.gov.uk

To |jEEEa @field.energy
@
[ElPlanning.scot

100700448-009 has been received

ePlanning Scotland Reference: 100700448-009

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs
oeor R

Your application / appeal has been successfully submitted using ePlanning.scot. Please be
aware that your planning application will be deleted from our database (not the Council's nor
Planning and Environmental Appeals Division's (DPEA) systems) 90 days after submission.

Your online reference number is 100700448-009, which you should keep a note of for your own
records.

If this submission relates to an application or request for Local Review, it will now be sent
to Highland Council who is responsible for processing and determining your application. They
will be in touch in due course regarding your application or request. If you need to contact the
authority directly, please use the contact details below.

If this submission relates to an appeal made to the DPEA, it will be forwarded to both the
Planning and Environmental Appeals Division (DPEA) and your planning authority. The
DPEA will be responsible for processing and determining all appeals. You will be contacted in
due course by the DPEA regarding your appeal and how to pay any applicable fee for your
appeal.

Submission Details

Online Reference 100700448-009
Title Rigifa BESS s36
Authority Name Highland Council

Authority Address ePlanning Centre Highland Council Glenurquhart Road Inverness IV3
5NX

Authority Telephone 01349 886 608
Authority Fax 01463 702 298

Authority Email Address eplanning@highland.gov.uk

https://mail google com/mail/u/0/?1k=478dcc0084 & view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1837902993970006002 &simpl=msg-f: 1837902993970006002
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17/07/2025, 15:01

Virmati Energy Mail - 100700448-009 has been received
Agent Name

Avpicant Nar [

Location Description: Rigifa BESS, Land 625M SW of 1 Phillips Mains. Mey
Date Submitted 17/07/2025

Location Plan

Name Type Size

Attachments

Name Type Size

Rigifa BESS Letter Additional Information Landscaping and Ecology Attached 157.2
17 July 2025 Kb
Rigifa BESS Updated Biodiversity Enhancement Metric 17 July 2025 |Attached iis's
Rigifa BESS lllustrative Landscaping Cross Section 17 July 2025 Attached|5.3 Mb
Rigifa BESS Landscape Masterplan Main BESS Compound 17 July Attached|3.0 Mb
2025

Rigifa BESS Landscape Masterplan Enhancement Area 17 July 2025 |Attached|(3.6 Mb
Rigifa BESS Updated Visualisation Viewpoint 3 17 July 2025 Attached(2.4 Mb
Rigifa BESS 3D View September 2024 Attached|(3.5 Mb
Fees

There was no fee for this submission.

General Data Protection Regulation states in Article 5(1)(e) that “Personal data shall be kept in
a form which permits identification of data subjects for no longer than is necessary for the
purposes for which the personal data are processed; personal data may be stored for longer
periods insofar as the personal data will be processed solely for archiving purposes in the public
interest, scientific or historical research purposes or statistical purposes in accordance with
Article 89(1) subject to implementation of the appropriate technical and organisational measures
required by this Regulation in order to safeguard the rights and freedoms of the data subject
(‘storage limitation’)”.

This email has been sent from the ePlanning.scot Applications and Appeals System. This e-mail
and any attachments are private and confidential. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-
mail, any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of its contents is strictly prohibited. Please
contact the eDevelopment Support Desk via email at eDevelopment@gov.scot immediately and
then delete it (including any attachments) from your system. All emails and attachments are
virus scanned. It is your responsibility to ensure that any onward transmission, opening or use
of this message and any attachments will not adversely affect your or the onward recipients'
systems or data. Please carry out such virus and other such checks as you consider
appropriate.

Complete our user survey here.
Follow us on Twitter @eDevelopmentSG

Any personal data that you have provided in using the eDevelopment.scot service will be
processed in accordance with Data Protection legislation. Further information is available in our

https://mail google com/mail/u/0/?1k=478dcc0084& view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1837902993970006002 & simpl=msg-f: 1837902993970006002
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From. Redacted R11(2) of

the EIRs
To: sl (Planning (North));
Cc: Econsents Admin
Subject: RE: 25/00307/S36
Date: 22 July 2025 10:09:00

Morning
Apologies for the delay.

Advertisement dates: Friday 28" February — The Herald, Edinburgh Gazette and
John O Groats Journal.

Friday 7! March — John O Groats Journal.

Representation deadlines: All consultees other than the Planning Authority had
until 04/04/2025.

| hope this helps. Please let me know if you need anything else.

Kind Regards,

Redacted R11(2) of
the EIRs

 Case Offcer

Energy Consents Unit, Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents
Directorate for Energy and Climate Change | Scottish Government | 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw,
Glasgow G2 8LU

To view the Energy Consents team’s current casework please visit www.energyconsents.scot

From: (Planning (North)) SRS @ highland.gov.uk>
Sent: 21 July 2025 16:13

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs
o I - <o ; I o - <<ot>

Cc: Econsents Admin <Econsents_ Admin@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: 25/00307/S36

Good afternoon,
Sorry to be sending an additional email.

The requested details for the associated committee report for 25/00307/S36 are
required with a fast approaching deadline.

Could you please provide an update on the likely receival of these details which would
be greatly appreciated.

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs



Planner
The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation
in relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the
ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be
found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote
the correct application reference number on the online form before
submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus co-
dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am ri
teachd

From_ (Planning (North))

Sent: 21 July 2025 08:21

Cc:.EconsentsiAdmin @gov.scot
Subject: 25/00307/536

Good morning,
| hope you're well.

| am presently in the position of formulating the committee report for 25/00307/S36,
Rigifa Bess. Would you be able to provide the advertisement dates and deadline date
for representations please for the public participation section of the report.

Many thanks,

Redacted R11(2) of the EIRs

Planner
The Highland Council — Planning, Environment and Low Carbon Transport Service

Follow up documentation for existing planning applications
Follow up documentation should no longer be submitted directly to
Planning Officers or to Area Planning Offices. If you would like to
submit revised plans or any other follow up/additional documentation
in relation to an existing application, please do so by using the Post
Submission Additional Document online form available on the



ePlanning.scot Portal. Further guidance on how to do this can be
found here on our Planning Web Pages. Please remember to quote
the correct application reference number on the online form before
submitting. Thank you for your co-operation.

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any
application received by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus co-
dhunadh a thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am ri
teachd

Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions
expressed within this e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect
those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form
part of any contract unless so stated.

Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an céill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri
gnothachas Chombhairle na Gaidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhéin a chuir air
falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-comhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na
Combhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phairt de
chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air innse.





