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Annex C  
BRIEFING – PORT OF NIGG 
 
[Redacted – out of scope]  
 
Sale (commercially sensitive): 
Officials understand Global Energy Group may be considering the sale of Port of 
Nigg.  
If raised, you should take the opportunity to gain insights into impacts of the sale, 
and potential buyers. 
 
[Redacted – out of scope]  
 
[Redacted – out of scope]  
 
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 July 2025 12:39 
To: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD - Lines to Take 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)],  
 
I’ve had a quick chat with David. Putting here the latest edited text so far, including 
RR’s edits. Copying also [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] from IR and [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
from HIE sponsorship.  
 
In response to your question about the HIE consent -  the reason HIE consent was 
needed was because of terms and conditions of previous grants (inc approved but 
not yet paid) to the company.  It’s a standard condition of grants of that size. Detail of 
the previous grants is near the start of Annex B of the sub. [Redacted – Reg 
10(4)(e)].  
   
Best,  
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]  
 
From: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 July 2025 12:14 
To: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; David Barnes 
<David.Barnes@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low 
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<Ragne.Low@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD - Lines to Take 
 
See comments below  
 
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 July 2025 11:54 
To: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low 
<Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot> 
Subject: GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD - Lines to Take 
 
Hi all 
 
Please see draft reactive statement on the above. Welcome thoughts.  
 
Also put down a couple of markers for likeliest “if pressed” scenarios. Grateful for a 
couple of answers to highlighted questions I’ve put here – can then propose a firmer 
line to take on the basis of those – though we’ll caveat with Ministers that any 
queries around this stuff we’ll take them on a case-by-case basis in any case. 
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]  
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] | Communications: News (DFM & Economy) 
Senior Media Manager 
Scottish Government, St Andrew's House  
e: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot  
m: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 
[Redacted – out of scope]  
 
 
From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 16 July 2025 14:54 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Thanks [Redacted - Reg 11(2)]. 
 
On timings, [Redacted – Reg 10(5)(e)]. Therefore my understanding is that once we 
give HIE a response they will immediately communicate their decision on whether to 
consent to the change of ownership (noting that the decision ultimately sits with HIE 
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and not with ministers), so there would not be any window after that point in which to 
change SG’s position.  That is, unless the companies altered the transaction date, 
which is outwith SG’s or HIE’s control. 
 
[Redacted – out of scope]; for this case they say that they themselves were only told 
by the companies in the middle of last week what the proposed transaction date was. 
 
You may know this already but Mr Lochhead’s office told me an hour or so ago that 
SpAds were going to talk the case through with the FM. 
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 

 
  
 
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
Sent: 16 July 2025 12:58 
To: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet 
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot> 
Cc: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Hi David, 
 
Mr Robertson hasn’t had a chance to look at this yet, apologies.  We will try and get 
him to look at it today but [Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].   
 
Thanks, 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 
Private Secretary 
Office of Angus Robertson MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs 
and Culture CabSecCEAC@gov.scot 
 

https://web.yammer.com/main/groups/eyJfdHlwZSI6Ikdyb3VwIiwiaWQiOiI1Mjc1MTIzNzEzIn0/all
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From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 16 July 2025 10:05 
To: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot> 
Cc: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]/PO colleagues and Emily 
 
I’ve removed copy recipients for now. 
 
There is nothing to update on this morning, but I didn’t think any update was 
expected.  My note below from yesterday afternoon addresses the questions from 
that morning’s meeting as best we can in the time available, so the action now rests 
with Ministers unless there are further questions. 
 
FMPO – in your most recent message you said the FM had noted this. [Redacted – 
Reg 10(4)(e)].  
 
Cab Sec Robertson’s office – Cab Sec has been copied in throughout but I know he 
is only just back from leave. [Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].  
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 

 
  
 
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
Minister for Business and Employment 
Sent: 16 July 2025 09:41 
To: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy 
<CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary 

https://web.yammer.com/main/groups/eyJfdHlwZSI6Ikdyb3VwIiwiaWQiOiI1Mjc1MTIzNzEzIn0/all
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<PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG 
Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero 
<DGNetZero@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of 
Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin 
<Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford 
<Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Morning,  
 
Grateful for an update on the progress, cautious that a response is needed this 
morning.  
 
Thanks  
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
Private Secretary to the Minister for Business and Employment – Richard 
Lochhead MSP - The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
Mob: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
Email: MinisterEI@gov.scot 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 15 July 2025 16:50 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
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<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy 
<CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary 
<PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG 
Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero 
<DGNetZero@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of 
Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin 
<Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford 
<Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
First Minister 
Minister for Business and Employment 
 
Cc Cabinet Secretary CEAC 
 
 
Further to the meeting with Minister Lochhead this morning, this message is to 
respond to the Minister’s questions and to share new Comms handling advice. 
 
On the Minister’s questions: 
 

1. [Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]  
 

2. Which assets will be changing ownership?   The assets to be acquired are in 
effect the Port of Nigg. This includes the quayside, lay down space, and 
several buildings on site. It also includes the leased land for the Sumitomo 
factory on which GEG have the head lease. 

 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].  [Redacted – out of scope].  
 
In relation to Comms advice, HIE Comms and SG Comms have discussed the case 
today and concluded that there is a case for taking a reactive-only approach. 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]. Assuming Ministers are content with this advice, officials 
will work up a reactive-only handling plan between SG and HIE. 
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].  
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David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 

 
  
 
From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 15 July 2025 11:56 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy 
<CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic Development 
<DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-
Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford 
<Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Thanks [Redacted - Reg 11(2)]. 
 
This morning, Minister Lochhead met with myself, SpAds (Emily) and 
Comms.  Following the meeting we are, with HIE, looking at three questions from the 
Minister: 
 

https://web.yammer.com/main/groups/eyJfdHlwZSI6Ikdyb3VwIiwiaWQiOiI1Mjc1MTIzNzEzIn0/all
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• What exactly are the assets being transferred? 

• [Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]  

• [Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]  
 
I will come back to you once we have the answers. 
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 

 
  
 
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
First Minister 
Sent: 15 July 2025 11:53 
To: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy 
<CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic Development 
<DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-
Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford 
<Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 

https://web.yammer.com/main/groups/eyJfdHlwZSI6Ikdyb3VwIiwiaWQiOiI1Mjc1MTIzNzEzIn0/all


EIR 202500478304 

9 
 

GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Hi David, 
 
The First Minister has noted this – can you please let me know the latest though so I 
can provide another update to him this afternoon? 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
Private Secretary to the First Minister  
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, 
including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
 
From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 11 July 2025 16:52 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy 
<CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic Development 
<DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-
Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; John Webster 
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<John.Webster@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford 
<Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)], as requested please find attached for the FM an addendum 
to the submission, covering a) the questions asked by Mr Lochhead,  and b) a 
proposed handling plan that follows a discussion between policy and Comms 
officials, SpAds (Emily), and HIE today.   
 
I am reattaching the original submission and its separate Annex B for ease of 
reference.    
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 

 
  
 
From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 11 July 2025 12:29 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan 
Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David Hutchison 
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action 
and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; DG Economy 
<DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; 
DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic Development 
<DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 

https://web.yammer.com/main/groups/eyJfdHlwZSI6Ikdyb3VwIiwiaWQiOiI1Mjc1MTIzNzEzIn0/all
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11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-
Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - GLOBAL 
ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND SCOTTISH 
GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Thanks [Redacted - Reg 11(2)].   
 
Emily, happy to discuss lines and handling.  [Redacted – out of scope].  We of 
course need information from HIE on what would come into the public domain when 
- we are in contact with them on that.   
 
David 
 

 
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> on behalf of First 
Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Sent: Friday, July 11, 2025 11:31:18 AM 
To: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Deputy First 
Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David 
Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action 
and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; DG Economy 
<DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; 
DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic Development 
<DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-
Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA  
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Hi all, 
  
Emily is going to take a look at this and offer a view on escalation and I think reactive 
comms lines and a plan to handle this should also be prepared to go to FM with this 
sub. Can that be taken forward please? 
  
Grateful if responses Mr Lochhead’s questions can also be included. 
  
Thanks, 
  
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
  
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
Private Secretary to the First Minister  
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
  
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, 
including preferences, can be found here. 
  
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
  
  
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
Minister for Business and Employment 
Sent: 11 July 2025 10:21 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford 
<Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action 
and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Minister for Business 
and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; DG Economy 
<DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; 
DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic Development 
<DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-
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Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
  
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)], 
  
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]  
  
Thanks, 
  
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] (she/her) 
Deputy Private Secretary to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Economy and Gaelic – Kate Forbes MSP 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)], Leas-rùnaire Prìobhaideach dhan Leas-Phrìomh Mhinistear 
is do Rùnaire a’ Chaibineit airson na h-Eaconamaidh is Gàidhlig – Ceit Fhoirbeis 
BPA 
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 
3DG  
E: DFMCSEG@gov.scot   
  
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
  
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
Sent: 11 July 2025 08:54 
To: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action 
and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Minister for Business 
and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; Emily 
Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; David Hutchison 
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy 
and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; 
Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet 
Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Director of Economic 
Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - 
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Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin 
<Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
  
Hi [Redacted - Reg 11(2)], 
  
Thanks for sending this on. Copying in DFM / Economy Comms colleagues for their 
awareness. 
  
Many thanks, 
  
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] (he/him) 
Deputy Private Secretary 
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  
  
E: DFMCSEG@gov.scot  
M: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
  

 
  
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
  
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 11 July 2025 08:33 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action 
and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Minister for Business 
and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; Emily 
Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; David Hutchison 
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy 
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and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; 
Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic Development 
<DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-
Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot> 
Subject: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - GLOBAL 
ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND SCOTTISH 
GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
Importance: High 
  
PS/Deputy First Minister  
(copied to PS/Minister for Business and Employment in DFM’s absence, in 
addition to the Minister’s own portfolio interest),  
  
This immediate submission is to alert Ministers that Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
(HIE) plans to consent to a change in the ownership of Global Energy Nigg Ltd, to 
take effect next week, which has reputational risk considerations relating to the 
Scottish Government’s policy towards Russia.  
  
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]  
 
A summary by Scottish Government officials of the key points of the case is at Annex 
A, based on a full assessment from HIE which is attached here (Annex B).  
  
Sent on behalf of David Barnes, Deputy Director, International Trade Policy & 
Subsidy Control  
  
 
From: David Barnes,  
International Trade Policy & Subsidy Control  
11 July 2025 
 
Deputy First Minister 
Copy to: First Minister 
  Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 
  Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy 
  Minister for Business and Employment 
 
 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Priority and Purpose 
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Immediate: to alert Ministers that Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) plans to 
consent to a change in the ownership of Global Energy Nigg Ltd, to take effect next 
week, [Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].  
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]  
 
Implications for Business, Investment and the Economy 
 

11. See para 9 above and Annex A. 
 
Legal and Financial Considerations 
 

12. Annex B sets out HIE’s assessment of the legal and financial considerations.  
It says that HIE has not identified any legal obstacle to consent being granted, 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].   

 
Sensitivities 
 

13. [Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]. [Redacted – out of scope].   
 
 
Quality Assurance 
 

14. This submission has been assured by David Barnes, Deputy Director for 
International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control.   

 
Conclusion and next Steps 
 

15. You are invited to: 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)] 
 

• Agree that Scottish Government policy and Comms officials should work with 
Special Advisers and HIE to develop reactive comms lines. 

 
David Barnes 
International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control Division,  
Directorate for International Trad & Investment 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]  
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Cabinet Secretaries and 
Ministers Copy List For 

Action 

For 
Information 
Portfolio 
interest 

For 
Information 
Constituency 
interest 

For 
Information 
General 
awareness 

Deputy First Minister 
 
First Minister 
 
Cabinet Secretary for 
Constitution, External Affairs 
and Culture 
 
Cabinet Secretary for Climate 
Action and Energy 
 
Minister for Business and 
Employment 
 

X  
 
 
 
 
X 
 
 
X 
 
 
X 

  
 
X 

 

Officials Copy List 

Colin McAllister 
Ewan Crawford 
Emily Mackintosh 
David Hutchison  
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]  
Graham Fisher 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
DG Economy 
DG SEA 
DG NetZero  
Richard Rollison 
Colin Cook  
Michelle Quinn 
Kenneth Hogg 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]  
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
Ragne Low  
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]  
Stephen O'Neill 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
Anne-Marie Martin 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 

 
ANNEX A 
 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS’ SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS FROM HIE’S 
ASSESSMENT OF THE CASE 
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Under the proposed change in ownership of Global Energy Nigg Limited (GENL), 
future ownership would rest 51% with Mitsui & Co. Europe Ltd (Mitsui Europe) 
and 49% with Mitsui OSK Lines Ltd (MOL). [Redacted – out of scope].  
 
 
HIE’s consent is required as a result of obligations flowing from [Redacted – 
Reg 10(4)(e)] projects supported by HIE, [Redacted – out of scope].  [Redacted – 
out of scope]. 
 
HIE’s checks established that neither Mitsui Europe or MOL is subject to legal 
sanctions. [Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].  
 
HIE says that the buyers and sellers concluded that a mandatory notification under 
the National Security and Investment Act was not required in this case.  But the 
parties agreed to make a voluntary notification under the NSIA. HIE will seek an 
update on the outcome before making its final decision. 
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].  
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]. [Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].  
 
ANNEX B 
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(5)(e)]  
 
 
OFFICIAL SENSITIVE AND COMMERCIAL 
 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD (GENL): PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP 
 
ADDENDUM TO SUBMISSION: ANSWERS TO INITIAL QUESTIONS AND 
PROPOSED HANDLING PLAN 
 
Details of this case are set out in the submission to Ministers of 11 July 2025. 
 
Answers to immediate questions from Minister for Business and Employment: 
 
Timing/deadline?  The seller and purchasers wish to complete the sale [Redacted – 
Reg 10(4)(e)].  
 
National Security and Investment Act voluntary notification?  Since the submission, 
the seller has indicated to HIE that the outcome of the notification was positive – no 
issues were identified.   
 
Is the proposed new owner already a part owner?  Under the proposed sale GENL 
would have two owners: 51% Mitsui Europe and 49% Mitsui OSK Lines Ltd (MOL).  
Mitsui Europe is indeed already a part owner (25.5%) of GENL.  [Redacted – Reg 
10(4)(e)]. 
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]. [Redacted – out of scope]. 
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Potential handling 
 
SG policy and Comms officials and SpAds have spoken with HIE.  The purchasers 
will need to make a formal stock exchange announcement, the precise timing of 
which is not yet known and may have to be within business hours in Japan – we 
have asked for clarification.   
 
HIE have been told by the seller that ‘the plan is for a low key comms approach on 
the conclusion of the deal, [Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]. Again, clarification is being 
sought on this point. 
 
[Redacted – out of scope].  
 
 
 
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 July 2025 15:30 
To: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Cc: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: SpAd View - GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD - Lines to Take 
 
Emily, as you’re aware we anticipate an announcement imminently on a change of 
ownership of Global Energy Nigg Ltd. 
 
As agreed, we have developed the following statement to hold on a reactive basis. 
We’ve developed a few other if pressed lines with Officials, but will use and progress 
these on a case-by-case basis in the event of any queries, given those could go in a 
range of directions, and depending on any commentary. 
 
We are still trying to chase a specific timing for the announcement and sight of the 
news release which we understand the purchasers plan to issue (not sure if this will 
go to any domestic media yet). 
 
Grateful for any early feedback on the following in the meantime. 
  
Deputy First Minister Kate Forbes said: 
  
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].  
  
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] | Communications: News (DFM & Economy) 
Senior Media Manager 
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Scottish Government, St Andrew's House  
e: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot  
m: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 
 
[Redacted – out of scope]  
 
 
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 15 July 2025 14:44 
To: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; David Barnes 
<David.Barnes@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Meeting re: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - SUBMISSION - GLOBAL 
ENERGY NIGG LTD: actions 
 
Hello  
 
Please see below some additional examples:  
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].  
 
From: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>  
Sent: 15 July 2025 12:04 
To: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Meeting re: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - SUBMISSION - GLOBAL 
ENERGY NIGG LTD: actions 
 
This might help 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)] 
 
 
From: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>  
Sent: 15 July 2025 12:00 
To: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Meeting re: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - SUBMISSION - GLOBAL 
ENERGY NIGG LTD: actions 
 
Some quick thoughts  
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)] 
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Also important to be clear with Ministers what the basis of the voluntary referral to 
NSIA was – I expect it is because of the infrastructure link [Redacted – Reg 
10(4)(e)].  
 
Apols if teaching to suck eggs 
 
R 
 
 
From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 15 July 2025 10:39 
To: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot> 
Subject: Meeting re: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - SUBMISSION - GLOBAL 
ENERGY NIGG LTD: actions 
 
Recording the outcome of this morning’s meeting with Mr Lochhead. 
 
As requested by the Minister, I have gone back to HIE with two questions: 
 

1. Can Ministers have another 24-48 hours, bearing in mind annual leave (DFM 
is not yet back and Mr Robertson is only just back)? 

2. What are the assets that would be transferred. 
 
Comms colleagues, grateful for your view on a third question: 
 

3. [Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)] 
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)] 
 
In addition to these questions, in the meeting SpAds (Emily) undertook to chase FM 
this morning on this. 
 
I will come back to this small group when there is news on any of this.  In due course 
once there is a final outcome we can formally record that in an email to a wider copy 
list.  
 
Thanks for your continued help ! 
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
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From: David Barnes  
Sent: 14 July 2025 19:53 
To: Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; 
Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot> 
Subject: Urgent: meeting Ruesday morning re: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - 
SUBMISSION - GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD 
 
Dear all 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] from Mr Lochhead’s PO is setting up a meeting tomorrow 
morning at the Minister’s request to discuss this submission, probably at 9.30.  I am 
reattaching the documents for ease of reference, which include (in the addendum to 
the sub) the outline handling plan discussed with SpAds and Comms on Friday. 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].  
 
Mr Lochhead’s PO – in addition to policy officials and SpAds, as discussed you will 
invite Comms (I am copying to [Redacted - Reg 11(2)]).  Also I will contact HIE and 
ask them to be available in the morning just in case the Minister wants to talk to them 
directly. 
 
SpAd Admin – please could you flag this and see if a SpAd can attend – ideally 
Emily for portfolio interest but I know we are into the summer SpAd duty rota now. 
 
FMPO - copying you in for awareness. 
 
[Redacted – out of scope]  
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 

https://web.yammer.com/main/groups/eyJfdHlwZSI6Ikdyb3VwIiwiaWQiOiI1Mjc1MTIzNzEzIn0/all
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From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
Sent: 29 July 2025 21:30 
To: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and 
Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot> 
Cc: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic 
Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin 
<Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; John 
Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Kate Higgins <Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David 
Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; 
Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary 
<PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG 
Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero 
<DGNetZero@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & 
Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - FOR CLEARANCE - GLOBAL 
ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP - LINE TO TAKE 
 
Hi [Redacted - Reg 11(2)], 
 
The DFM is content to clear the lines. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] Private Office 
[Redacted – out of scope]  
  
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 29 July 2025 14:49 

https://web.yammer.com/main/groups/eyJfdHlwZSI6Ikdyb3VwIiwiaWQiOiI1Mjc1MTIzNzEzIn0/all
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To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for 
Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Cabinet 
Secretary for Climate Action and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot> 
Cc: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic 
Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin 
<Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; John 
Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Kate Higgins <Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David 
Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; 
Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary 
<PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG 
Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero 
<DGNetZero@gov.scot> 
Subject: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - FOR CLEARANCE - GLOBAL ENERGY 
NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP - LINE TO TAKE 
  
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)], PO 
CC POs as above 
  
Further to the below chain (recommended Comms handling and rationale in this 
highlighted for ease) –  
  
We’ve been informed that the acquisition of Global Energy Group Nigg will be 
announced at 07:00 BST tomorrow (30th). Company news release attached for 
awareness. 
  
We’ve agreed the following statement, to be deployed on a reactive basis only, with 
Officials and SpAds. Grateful for the DFM’s clearance, please. 
  
Deputy First Minister Kate Forbes said: 
  
“I look forward to building a constructive relationship with the new ownership of the 
Port of Nigg and welcome Mitsui’s commitment to provide further investment. 
  
“Given its strategic location and participation in the Inverness and Cromarty Firth 
Green Freeport, the Port is central to the growth and success of the Scotland’s 
offshore wind sector. A perfect example is Sumitomo’s decision to establish a £350 
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million subsea cable manufacturing plant in the area, creating more than 150 skilled 
jobs. 
  
“The Scottish Government and its enterprise agencies are focused on stimulating 
private investment and delivering the transformational economic benefits Scotland’s 
renewables revolution will bring to people and businesses. In March I announced 
£10 million support from Highlands and Islands Enterprise for the redevelopment of 
the Port of Nigg’s Inner East Quay, which will increase capacity and help attract new 
companies. 
  
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 
From: Kate Higgins <Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>  
Sent: 29 July 2025 15:50 
To: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David 
Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; 
Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot> 
Cc: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic 
Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin 
<Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; John 
Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - SPAD VIEW - GLOBAL ENERGY 
NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP - LINE TO TAKE 
 
content 
 
Kate Higgins 
Special Advisor  
Education, Skills, Veterans and cross-government on Trade Unions 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
Scottish Government  
St Andrew’s House, 2 Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish 
Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See 
www.lobbying.scot. 
 
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)]  
Sent: 29 July 2025 14:24 
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To: Emily Mackintosh ; Ewan Crawford ; David Hutchison ; Colin McAllister ; Kate 
Higgins ; Ross Ingebrigtsen ; Sean McGivern ; Jack Middleton  
Cc: Richard Rollison ; Director of Economic Development ; Director of Offshore Wind 
; Kenneth Hogg ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; Ragne Low ; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; Stephen O'Neill ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; Anne-Marie 
Martin ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; Graham Fisher ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; [Redacted 
- Reg 11(2)] ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; John Webster ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)]  
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - SPAD VIEW - GLOBAL ENERGY 
NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP - LINE TO TAKE 
 
Apologies – flipping pars slightly in the below. Welcome a view. 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 29 July 2025 14:04 
To: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford 
<Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Kate Higgins <Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>; 
Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot> 
Cc: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic 
Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-
Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; John 
Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)]  
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - SPAD VIEW - GLOBAL ENERGY 
NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP - LINE TO TAKE 
 
SpAds 
Further to the below chain (a few subsequent emails but bringing back up at this 
point and highlighting for ease par on comms handling below) –  
We’ve been informed that the acquisition of Global Energy Group Nigg will be 
announced at 07:00 BST tomorrow (30th). Company news release attached for 
awareness. 
 
We’ve agreed the following statement, to be deployed on a reactive basis only, with  
Officials. Grateful for a view, please. 
 
Deputy First Minister Kate Forbes said: 
“I look forward to building a constructive relationship with the new ownership of the 
Port of Nigg and welcome Mitsui’s commitment to provide further investment. 
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“Given its strategic location and participation in the Inverness and Cromarty Firth 
Green Freeport, the Port is central to the growth and success of the Scotland’s 
offshore wind sector. A perfect example is Sumitomo’s decision to establish a £350 
million high voltage manufacturing facility in the area, creating more than 150 skilled 
jobs. 
 
“The Scottish Government and its enterprise agencies are focused on stimulating 
private investment and delivering the transformational economic benefits Scotland’s 
renewables revolution will bring to people and businesses. In March I announced 
£10 million support from Highlands and Islands Enterprise for the redevelopment of 
the Port of Nigg’s Inner East Quay, which will increase capacity and help attract new 
companies. 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].  
  
From: David Barnes  
Sent: 10 July 2025 13:33 
To: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic 
Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot> 
Cc: DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent: Off sen and commercial: draft submission on HIE/Nigg Russia-
related case: comments by 16.30 if possible 
 
Resending with the draft sub as Word doc as there may be access issues with the 
erdm link. 
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 

 
 
  
 

https://web.yammer.com/main/groups/eyJfdHlwZSI6Ikdyb3VwIiwiaWQiOiI1Mjc1MTIzNzEzIn0/all
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From: David Barnes  
Sent: 10 July 2025 13:26 
To: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic 
Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot> 
Cc: DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Urgent: Off sen and commercial: draft submission on HIE/Nigg Russia-
related case: comments by 16.30 if possible 
 
Richard, Colin. Michelle, Kenneth  cc Gregor, Shona, Roy 
(Directors’ offices – in light of the urgency, could I ask you if necessary to forward 
this to selected DDs, thanks) 
With apologies for such short notice, attached for your urgent comments is a short 
and (I hope) self-explanatory draft submission. 
[Redacted – out of scope]. 
This case relates to the proposed change of ownership of a key business in the 
Inverness and Cromarty Firth Green Freeport.  [Redacted – out of scope].  At my 
request HIE have set out the facts of the case and their analysis of it in the attached 
pdf, and so the submission mostly signposts HIE’s own assessment.  [Redacted – 
Reg 10(4)(e)]. 
I would like to get this to Ministers as soon as possible – tomorrow at the latest, or 
even by close today if that’s feasible.  Could I therefore ask for your comments by 
16.30 today if that’s possible.   
Click on the link to open 'Off sen and commercial submission on GEG - draft' - 
https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk/documents/A53408535/details 
Note from HIE also attached, to be attached as Annex A to the submission. 
Many thanks. 
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 

 
  
 
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 16 July 2025 17:23 
To: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; DG Economy 
<DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; 

https://web.yammer.com/main/groups/eyJfdHlwZSI6Ikdyb3VwIiwiaWQiOiI1Mjc1MTIzNzEzIn0/all
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DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic Development 
<DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin 
<Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan 
Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David Hutchison 
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; David Barnes 
<David.Barnes@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Hello  
 
On behalf of David Barnes, and for your awareness, please note that Ministers have 
noted HIE’s intention to grant its consent for the proposed change of ownership, with 
no further comments. 
 
Thanks  
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 
From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 11 July 2025 11:29 
To: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Deputy First 
Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David 
Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action 
and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Minister for Business 
and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; DG Economy 
<DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; 
DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic Development 
<DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
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11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-
Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - GLOBAL 
ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND SCOTTISH 
GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Thanks [Redacted - Reg 11(2)].  Yes I apologise again for the urgency.  As the 
submission explains, HIE have only just told us the timescales. 
 
Answers to Mr Lochhead's questions are as follows.   
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]. 
 
In terms of Cabinet level ministers, the submission was addressed to the DFM and 
copied to the FM and Cabinet secretaries with direct interest.   
 
As the submission says, this is essentially a decision for HIE, though they sensibly 
wanted ministers to be aware in view of the nature of the case.  
 
According to the information from HIE at Annex B, one of the two purchasing 
companies is indeed already a part owner [Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].  
 Annex B also says that the outcome of the NSIA voluntary referral should have been 
known about now.  We will chase HIE for any developments on that.  
 
David  
 
 
From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 11 July 2025 16:52 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy 
<CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic Development 
<DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-
Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher <Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
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11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford 
<Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)], as requested please find attached for the FM an addendum 
to the submission, covering a) the questions asked by Mr Lochhead, and b) a 
proposed handling plan that follows a discussion between policy and Comms 
officials, SpAds (Emily), and HIE today.  
I am reattaching the original submission and its separate Annex B for ease of 
reference.  
David 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 

 
 
 
From: Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot>  
Sent: 10 July 2025 15:14 
To: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic 
Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg 
<Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill <Stephen.O'Neill@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent 16.30 today: Off sen and commercial: draft submission on 
HIE/Nigg Russia-related case: comments by 16.30 if possible 
 
Thanks Richard – [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] is running through [Redacted – Reg 
10(4)(e)].  
 
 

https://web.yammer.com/main/groups/eyJfdHlwZSI6Ikdyb3VwIiwiaWQiOiI1Mjc1MTIzNzEzIn0/all


EIR 202500478304 

32 
 

 
 
Anne-Marie Martin – Deputy Director – Regional Economic Development 
Directorate for Economic Development 
DG Economy - Scottish Government  
Tel: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ([Redacted - Reg 11(2)]) Mob: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
E mail: Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot  
 

 
 
If you receive an email from me late in the evening, early in the morning or at the 
weekend, please do not feel that you need to reply immediately. Working flexibly 
suits me but I don’t expect others to respond outside of their normal office hours. 
 
From: Richard Rollison  
Sent: 10 July 2025 14:58 
To: Anne-Marie Martin ; Director of Economic Development ; Director of Offshore 
Wind ; David Barnes ; Kenneth Hogg ; Stephen O'Neill ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)]  
Cc: DG Economy ; DG Strategy and External Affairs ; DG Net Zero ; [Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)] ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; Ragne Low ; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]  
Subject: RE: Urgent 16.30 today: Off sen and commercial: draft submission on 
HIE/Nigg Russia-related case: comments by 16.30 if possible 
 
Thanks – I think the point you make (which I’ve highlighted) is an important one 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]. 
 
From: Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot>  
Sent: 10 July 2025 14:45 
To: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic 
Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg 
<Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent 16.30 today: Off sen and commercial: draft submission on 
HIE/Nigg Russia-related case: comments by 16.30 if possible 
 
Thanks Richard really helpful. Just having a quick chat with [Redacted - Reg 11(2)], 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]. 
 
AM 
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Anne-Marie Martin – Deputy Director – Regional Economic Development 
Directorate for Economic Development 
DG Economy - Scottish Government  
Tel: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ([Redacted - Reg 11(2)]) Mob: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
E mail: Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot  
 

 
 
If you receive an email from me late in the evening, early in the morning or at the 
weekend, please do not feel that you need to reply immediately. Working flexibly 
suits me but I don’t expect others to respond outside of their normal office hours. 
 
From: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>  
Sent: 10 July 2025 14:32 
To: Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; Director of Economic 
Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg 
<Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent 16.30 today: Off sen and commercial: draft submission on 
HIE/Nigg Russia-related case: comments by 16.30 if possible 
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)] 
 
Richard  
 
From: Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot>  
Sent: 10 July 2025 14:17 
To: Director of Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of 
Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; 
Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg 
<Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent 16.30 today: Off sen and commercial: draft submission on 
HIE/Nigg Russia-related case: comments by 16.30 if possible 
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].  
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Anne-Marie Martin – Deputy Director – Regional Economic Development 
Directorate for Economic Development 
DG Economy - Scottish Government  
Tel: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ([Redacted - Reg 11(2)]) Mob: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
E mail: Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot  
 

 
 
If you receive an email from me late in the evening, early in the morning or at the 
weekend, please do not feel that you need to reply immediately. Working flexibly 
suits me but I don’t expect others to respond outside of their normal office hours. 
 
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
Director of Economic Development 
Sent: 10 July 2025 13:45 
To: Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; David Barnes 
<David.Barnes@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director 
of Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg 
<Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot> 
Cc: DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent 16.30 today: Off sen and commercial: draft submission on 
HIE/Nigg Russia-related case: comments by 16.30 if possible 
 
Adding DED colleagues. 
 
 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
Senior Assistant to Director 
Directorate for Economic Development 
Scottish Government 
M: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
E: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot 
5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU  

 
 
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
Director of Offshore Wind 
Sent: 10 July 2025 13:34 
To: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic Development 
<DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
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Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot> 
Cc: DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent: Off sen and commercial: draft submission on HIE/Nigg Russia-
related case: comments by 16.30 if possible 
 
Thanks David, adding in Ragne & [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] for OSW (and readding 
attachments) 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
(she/her) 
Strategic Coordination and Business Manager 
Offshore Wind Directorate 
Email: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot Mob: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 

 
 
From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 10 July 2025 13:33 
To: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic 
Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot> 
Cc: DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent: Off sen and commercial: draft submission on HIE/Nigg Russia-
related case: comments by 16.30 if possible 
 
Resending with the draft sub as Word doc as there may be access issues with the 
erdm link. 
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
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From: David Barnes  
Sent: 10 July 2025 13:26 
To: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic 
Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot> 
Cc: DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Urgent: Off sen and commercial: draft submission on HIE/Nigg Russia-
related case: comments by 16.30 if possible 
 
Richard, Colin. Michelle, Kenneth cc Gregor, Shona, Roy 
(Directors’ offices – in light of the urgency, could I ask you if necessary to forward 
this to selected DDs, thanks) 
With apologies for such short notice, attached for your urgent comments is a short 
and (I hope) self-explanatory draft submission. 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)] 
I would like to get this to Ministers as soon as possible – tomorrow at the latest, or 
even by close today if that’s feasible. Could I therefore ask for your comments by 
16.30 today if that’s possible.  
Click on the link to open 'Off sen and commercial submission on GEG - draft' - 
https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk/documents/A53408535/details 
Note from HIE also attached, to be attached as Annex A to the submission. 
Many thanks. 
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: David Barnes  
Sent: 15 July 2025 11:56 
To: First Minister  
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic ; Cabinet 
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Secretary for Climate Action and Energy ; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture 2024 ; Minister for Business and Employment ; 
Permanent Secretary ; DG Economy ; DG Strategy and External Affairs ; DG Net 
Zero ; Richard Rollison ; Director of Economic Development ; Director of Offshore 
Wind ; Kenneth Hogg ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; Ragne Low 
; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; Stephen O'Neill ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; Anne-Marie 
Martin ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; Graham Fisher ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; [Redacted 
- Reg 11(2)] ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; John Webster ; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; Emily Mackintosh ; Ewan Crawford ; David Hutchison ; Colin 
McAllister  
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Thanks [Redacted - Reg 11(2)]. 
 
This morning, Minister Lochhead met with myself, SpAds (Emily) and Comms. 
Following the meeting we are, with HIE, looking at three questions from the Minister: 
 

• What exactly are the assets being transferred? 

• [Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].  

• Can ministers have more time, bearing in mind DFM’s absence on leave and 
that Mr Robertson is only just back and has not opined. 

 
I will come back to you once we have the answers. 
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 11 July 2025 16:52 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy 
<CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
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<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs 
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic Development 
<DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher 
<Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan 
Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David Hutchison 
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)], as requested please find attached for the FM an addendum 
to the submission, covering a) the questions asked by Mr Lochhead, and b) a 
proposed handling plan that follows a discussion between policy and Comms 
officials, SpAds (Emily), and HIE today.  
 
I am reattaching the original submission and its separate Annex B for ease of 
reference.  
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 

 
 
 
From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 11 July 2025 12:29 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] ; Emily 
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Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford 
<Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action 
and Energy <CabSecforCAE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; DG Economy 
<DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; 
DG Net Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Economic Development 
<DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Stephen O'Neill ; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; Anne-Marie Martin <Anne-Marie.Martin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Graham Fisher 
<Graham.Fisher@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - GLOBAL 
ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND SCOTTISH 
GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Thanks [Redacted - Reg 11(2)].  
 
Emily, happy to discuss lines and handling. [Redacted – out of scope]. We of course 
need information from HIE on what would come into the public domain when - we 
are in contact with them on that.  
 
David 
 
 
From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 16 July 2025 15:26 
To: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Action Required - DFM Weekly Update - Returns due COP 16 July 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 
I suggest the following but it’ll need reviewing before it goes forward to Gregor as the 
case is still live. 
 

• Global Energy Group.  You have been copied into a submission about a plan 
to sell Global Energy Nigg Ltd, a key business in the Inverness and Cromarty 
Firth Green Freeport, to two companies in the Japanese Mitsui group.  HIE’s 
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consent was required, as a condition of previous grants to the company, 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)]. 

 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 

 
  
 
[Redacted – out of scope]  
 
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 21 July 2025 11:07 
To: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Copying [Redacted - Reg 11(2)].  
 
From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 21 July 2025 11:04 
To: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Plse can you think about how to meet Mr Robertson’s request in a proportionate way. 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)].  Happy to discuss.  Thanks. 
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
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From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 21 July 2025 10:46 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; David 
Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Dear all, 
 
Acknowledging that the decision on this has been made, feeding in Mr Robertson’s 
comments retrospectively: 
 
Mr Robertson has noted the submission and considers it important for SG Ministers 
to be kept updated: 
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)] 
 
Best, 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 
Private Secretary 
Office of Angus Robertson MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs 
and Culture CabSecCEAC@gov.scot 
 
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture 2024 
Sent: 16 July 2025 16:58 
To: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; David Barnes 
<David.Barnes@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Thanks all.  Mr Robertson is aware of the situation, the timeline, [Redacted – Reg 
10(4)(e)]. 
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Given this, the time pressures on this issue, and on the assumption that Mr 
Lochhead and FM are content with the response to HIE, then I do not think that a 
lack of any comment from Mr Robertson should hold up a response. 
 
Best, 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 
Private Secretary 
Office of Angus Robertson MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs 
and Culture CabSecCEAC@gov.scot 
 
From: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>  
Sent: 16 July 2025 16:27 
To: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Minister for Business 
and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
All,  
 
The FM has noted and has no further comments to make on this.  
 
David – can you let me know if you need anything else from me please? 
 
Thanks, 
Emily 
 
 
From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 16 July 2025 17:08 
To: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot> 
Cc: Director of Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; DG Economy 
<DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Gregor Irwin <Gregor.Irwin@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: DEADLINE 5.00: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE 
SUBMISSION - GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF 
OWNERSHIP AND SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Richard – as discussed on Teams, this is to let you see that the FM and Mr 
Lochhead have agreed we can reply to HIE about the Global Energy sale:   
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)] 
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
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Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 

 
  
 
From: David Barnes  
Sent: 16 July 2025 17:03 
To: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: DEADLINE 5.00: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE 
SUBMISSION - GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF 
OWNERSHIP AND SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Thank you both for such rapid responses. 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] /[Redacted - Reg 11(2)], as discussed please will you: record 
this for SG’s formal record; communicate with HIE using the form of words approved 
by Ministers below; and email the original wider copy list for the submission to inform 
them of this outcome too.  
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)], the policy team will stand ready to comment on reactive 
comms lines as per the advice to ministers. 
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
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From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
Minister for Business and Employment 
Sent: 16 July 2025 17:00 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; David Barnes 
<David.Barnes@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; 
Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: DEADLINE 5.00: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE 
SUBMISSION - GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF 
OWNERSHIP AND SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
This email is for the official record and confirms a Ministerial Decision. This 
email must be placed in the official record (eRDM) by your team in line with SG 
records management policy. 
Hi David, 
 
The Minister is also content. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] (he/him) 
Deputy Private Secretary 
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  
 
E: DFMCSEG@gov.scot  
M: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 

 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
First Minister 
Sent: 16 July 2025 16:56 
To: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: DEADLINE 5.00: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE 
SUBMISSION - GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF 
OWNERSHIP AND SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
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This email is for the official record and confirms a Ministerial Decision. This 
email must be placed in the official record (eRDM) by your team in line with SG 
records management policy. 
Hi David, 
 
The First Minister is content. 
 
Thanks, 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
Private Secretary to the First Minister  
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, 
including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
 
From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 16 July 2025 16:52 
To: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: DEADLINE 5.00: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE 
SUBMISSION - GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF 
OWNERSHIP AND SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
FMPO and Mr Lochhead’s PO 
 
[Redacted – Reg 10(4)(e)] 
 
Many thanks. 
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
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Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
 

 
  
 
From: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>  
Sent: 16 July 2025 16:02 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted - Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: OFF SEN AND COMMERCIAL - IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION - 
GLOBAL ENERGY NIGG LTD: PROPOSED CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RUSSIA 
 
Dear PO colleagues 
 
Once we have a response from Ministers, please can I ask you to ensure that 
[Redacted - Reg 11(2)] and [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] in my Division are copied in. 
 
I will shortly be offline while travelling to a 6pm event with UKG.  I will keep an eye 
on emails, but copying in [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] and [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] will 
ensure we can pass the response to HIE as rapidly as possible. 
 
I have also copied in [Redacted - Reg 11(2)], because if Ministers agree the comms 
handling advice below then he is likely to lead on preparing the reactive lines – which 
could be needed tomorrow. 
 
Many thanks for your continued help and please don’t hesitate to contact me on the 
mobile number below if there is anything else officials can do.   
 
David 
 
David Barnes 
Deputy Director, International Trade Policy and Subsidy Control 
Scottish Government 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 
Pronouns: he/him 
Tel (mobile) [Redacted - Reg 11(2)] 
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