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St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 
www.gov.scot 

  

Director for Propriety and Ethics 
Propriety and Ethics Directorate  
Michael Chalmers  
E: Directorproprietyandethics@gov.scot 

PERSONAL – BY EMAIL 
[Redacted]

Elizabeth Lloyd 
[Redacted]

17 February 2025 

Dear Liz,  

BUSINESS APPOINTMENT APPLICATION 

Thank you for the business appointment application that you submitted in relation to a Trustee role 
with the Edinburgh International Book Festival, taking a place on the board of the organisation 
overseeing the governance of the Book Festival. 

Under the Advisory Committee on Business Appointments (ACOBA) approval process any 
applications from former Special Advisers regarding the acceptance of appointments on leaving 
the Civil Service require formal approval by the Permanent Secretary. I am pleased to confirm that 
the Permanent Secretary has approved your appointment subject to the standard 2 year lobbying 
ban from your last day of service.  The lobbying ban will therefore be in place until 23 March 2025.  
Lobbying in this context means that you should not engage in communication with Scottish 
Government - including Ministers, Special Advisers and officials – with a view to influencing a 
Scottish Government decision or policy in relation to your own interests or those of the organisation 
by which you are employed, or contracted or with whom you hold office.   

You will wish to be aware that the Scottish Government will publish brief details of your application 
and my decision on its website in the next few months, however we require start dates for any roles 
you accept to support this and these should be provided to PandETeam@gov.scot as soon as they 
are confirmed.  I have attached an outline of how that will look, and I would appreciate confirmation 
by Friday 28 February that you are content, although we will of course contact you again when it is 
due to be published. 

Best wishes in your new role as a Trustee and board member of the Edinburgh International Book 
Festival and thank you for your service to the Scottish Government. 

Yours sincerely 

Michael Chalmers  
Director Propriety and Ethics 



 
St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 
www.gov.scot 

    
 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
TRANSPARENCY INFORMATION ABOUT OUTSIDE APPOINTMENTS OR EMPLOYMENT TAKEN UP BY FORMER STAFF AT SCS1 
AND SCS2 AND EQUIVALENTS (INCLUDING SPECIAL ADVISERS OF EQUIVALENT STANDING) 
 
 
Full Name of 
Applicant 

Title of Former 
Scottish 
Government Role 

Date Left/Retired 
from the Civil 
Service 

New Appointment/Employment 
(including date taken up) 

Scottish Government Decision 
on Application (including details 
of any waiting period or other 
conditions or restrictions 
applied) 

Elizabeth 
Lloyd 
 

Special Adviser 23 March 2023 Edinburgh International Book Festival 
(Trustee) – 06 March 2025 

Approved with a 2 year lobbying 
ban from the date of leaving. 
 

 
 
 





> [Redacted]

> -----Original Message-----
> From: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]>
> Sent: 11 February 2025 11:20
> To: [Redacted]@gov.scot>
> Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot>
> Subject: Re: ACOBA clearance
>>
> Hi both
>>
> Sorry to chase, keen to make progress on this as the ideal start date is March 6th.  Apologies if you have 
sent, SG emails sometimes go to spam, but I can’t see anything.
>>
> Could you send me the forms and I’ll get them back to you asap
>>
> Thanks
>>
> Liz
>>
>>
>>> On 6 Feb 2025, at 10:29, Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]> wrote:
>>>
>>> [Redacted]
>>>
>>> Thanks for picking up.
>>>
>>> [Redacted] if you can send on the forms and if I have questions on anything I’ll come back to you. >>>
>>> Liz
>>>
>>>
>>>
>>> Sent from my iPhone
>>>
>>>> On 6 Feb 2025, at 08:31, [Redacted]@gov.scot wrote:
>>>>
>>>> Hi Liz





>> This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the attention of the
addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not
permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system
and inform the sender immediately by return.
>> Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure the
effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-
mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
>> **********************************************************************
>>
>>
>> <Propriety & Ethics - Permission to accept an outside appointment form
>> - version February 2025.doc>
>
>
> **********************************************************************
> This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the attention of the
addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not
permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system
and inform the sender immediately by return.
> Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure the effective
operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may
not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
> **********************************************************************
>
>
> <Propriety & Ethics - Permission to accept an outside appointment form - version February 2025.doc



[Redacted]



ANNEX A 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]>  
Sent: 26 February 2024 14:23 
To: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Liz Lloyd associates 
 
[Redacted] 
 
See attached - hopefully I’ve filled this in correctly.  There isn’t a place on the form 
for volunteering, so I’ve given it my best go to get the info in the right place. 
 
Let me know 
 
Liz 
 
On 26 Feb 2024, at 10:30, <[Redacted]@gov.scot> <[Redacted]@gov.scot> wrote: 
  
Hi Liz 
  
We published your consultancy in the last set of information that went out in January.  
When we approved the consultancy it was for " providing strategic advice services 
and media work" and we said that you should let us know if the type of client 
changes as that could mean a new application would be required.  Are the 2 new 
companies in the same sector as you were originally going to be dealing with? 
  
Regarding the advisory board membership, we should have had an application for 
this so I think you should fill in a form for it now.  Unfortunately that will make it a 
retrospective application but I think better to do it now than not at all. I am attaching a 
copy of the form in case you don't have it to hand. 
 
Kind regards 
[Redacted]  
 
[Redacted] 
Resourcing Partner 
The Scottish Government, Senior Resourcing and Staffing, People Directorate 
| [Redacted]| E: [Redacted]@gov.scot 
I work flexibly and am not in the office on Wednesday afternoons 
   
-----Original Message----- 
From: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]> 
Sent: Friday, February 23, 2024 5:53 PM 
To: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Liz Lloyd associates 
  
[Redacted] 
  
I can’t remember if Liz Lloyd Associates has been published yet as an employment. 



If not I’m now using it for more than just work with Flint - including media work and 
work with a company called [Redacted] (although I’ve not done the work yet), and 
another firm called [Redacted] so it should go in the next update if it’s not already. 

I’m also on an advisory Board for a joint project between Save the Children and JRF 
and Women in PA Scotland.  Both unpaid but if I need to do anything with those let 
me know 

The [Redacted] one looks like it’s not going to turn into actual work. 

Liz 

Sent from my iPhone 

[Redacted] 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]> 
Sent: 14 March 2024 09:01 
To: [Redaction]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Liz Lloyd associates 

[Redaction] 

Also to confirm I’m happy with the proposed description for publication 

Liz 

-----Original Message----- 
From: [Redacted] <[Redacted@gov.scot> 
Sent: 13 March 2024 16:49 
To: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]> 
Subject: RE: Liz Lloyd associates 

Hi Liz 

I attach the approval letter from Nicky Richards, Director People. 

Kind regards 
[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 
Resourcing Partner 
The Scottish Government, Senior Resourcing and Staffing, People Directorate 
| [Redacted]| E: [Redacted]@gov.scot 
I work flexibly and am not in the office on Wednesday afternoons 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]> 



Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 3:11 PM 
To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Liz Lloyd associates 
 
Thanks [Redacted] 
 
Just useful to know if they were in the process or not. Also useful for future 
appointments to know that these things count 
 
Liz 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On 12 Mar 2024, at 14:26, [Redacted]@gov.scot wrote: 
  
Hi Liz 
 
We did put them through the process and they are with Perm Sec now for final sign 
off.  Sorry I can't say when we will get something back but I would hope before the 
end of the week. 
  
[Redacted] 
  
[Redacted] 
Resourcing Partner 
The Scottish Government, Senior Resourcing and Staffing, People  
Directorate 
[Redacted]| E: [Redacted]@gov.scot 
I work flexibly and am not in the office on Wednesday afternoons 
  
-----Original Message----- 
From: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 2:15 PM 
To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Liz Lloyd associates 
 
Hi [Redacted] 
  
Just wondered if you’d worked out if these needed cleared or not, and if so where 
they are in the process? 
  
Thanks 
Liz 
  
On 26 Feb 2024, at 14:51, [Redacted]@gov.scot wrote: 
Thanks Liz, I'll keep you posted. 
  
[Redacted]  
 
[Redacted] 





 
 

 
 

 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted] 
Sent: 26 February 2024 12:05 
To: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Liz Lloyd associates 
 
I’ll get that to you this afternoon. 
 
Apologies as it’s just a project advisory board and not a board of the organisations 
(and unpaid) I thought it would be fine. 



 
The other stuff falls within the Liz Lloyd associates description so that’s all good 
 
Liz 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Tabitha Stringer <Tabitha.Stringer@gov.scot>  
Sent: 20 February 2024 20:04 
To: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted] 
Cc: Covid Inquiries People Support <cips@gov.scot>; Director Propriety and Ethics 
<DirectorProprietyandEthics@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Retention of personal Whatsapps 
 
Hi Liz 
 
You are correct, [Redacted] 
 
I'm sorry I'm not able to give you more definitive information.    
 
Tabitha 
 
Tabitha Stringer 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
 
Please note that I don’t work Wednesdays 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Elizabeth Lloyd [Redacted] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2024 1:31 PM 
To: Director Propriety and Ethics <DirectorProprietyandEthics@gov.scot> 
Cc: Tabitha Stringer <Tabitha.Stringer@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Retention of personal Whatsapps 
 
Thanks 
 
Tabitha / CIPS team.. 
 
I understand the inquiry is to publish more documents. If any of them are mine - eg 
full Whatsapps or full notebooks can you let me know Thanks 
 
Liz 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On 20 Feb 2024, at 11:25, DirectorProprietyandEthics@gov.scot wrote: 
 
Hi Liz - thanks for this.  I was off last week, so just picking this up now. 
I've asked Tabitha (copied) to ensure someone gets back to you at the conclusion of 
2A to confirm the position then (I'm no longer working on the covid inquiries support). 
  



Michael 
  
Michael Chalmers 
Director for Propriety and Ethics 
Scottish Government 
 
[Redacted] 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Elizabeth Lloyd [Redacted] 
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2024 10:50 AM 
To: Director Propriety and Ethics 
<DirectorProprietyandEthics@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Retention of personal Whatsapps 
 
Michael 
  
Thank you for letting me know. 
  
[Redacted]  
 
Liz 
  
On 9 Feb 2024, at 13:15, DirectorProprietyandEthics@gov.scot wrote: 
  
Hi Liz - 
  
[Redacted]  
Michael 
  
Michael Chalmers 
Director for Propriety and Ethics 
Scottish Government 
 
[Redacted] 
  
-----Original Message----- 
From: Michael Chalmers <Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot> On Behalf Of  
Director Propriety and Ethics 
Sent: Tuesday, January 30, 2024 10:13 AM 
To: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]>; Director Propriety  
and Ethics <DirectorProprietyandEthics@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Retention of personal Whatsapps 
  
Thank you Liz - I'll check what the position is here and get back to you as soon as I 
can. 
 
[Redacted]  
 
Michael 



  
Michael Chalmers 
Director for Propriety and Ethics 
Scottish Government 
 
[Redacted] 
  
-----Original Message----- 
From: Elizabeth Lloyd [Redacted] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 30, 2024 9:42 AM 
To: Director Propriety and Ethics 
<DirectorProprietyandEthics@gov.scot> 
Subject: Retention of personal Whatsapps 
 
Dear Michael 
  
[Redacted] 
 
Many thanks 
  
Liz Lloyd 
 
From: [Redacted] > On Behalf Of Covid Inquiries People Support 
Sent: 01 March 2024 09:25 
To: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]>; Covid Inquiries People Support <cips@gov.scot> 
Cc: Tabitha Stringer <Tabitha.Stringer@gov.scot>; [Redacted] [Redacted]@gov.scot 
 
Subject: RE: UK Inquiry Informal Messages to be Published w/c 26 February 2024 
 
Dear Liz,  
 
I can confirm that the WhatsApp exchanges added to your Objective Connect folder 
are updated redacted versions of the WhatsApp chains which include further 
redactions for things like personal data.  
 
An extract of your messages with PFM has already been published, [Redacted].  
 
In case helpful document INQ000287766 (your message exchange with PFM) was 
published on the UKI website on 31 January 2024. The link for this can be found 
below.  
 
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/documents/inq000287766 0017-0018-extract-of-
whatsapp-messages-between-liz-lloyd-and-nicola-sturgeon-dated-between-22-10-
2020-and-28-10-2028/  
 
If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact CIPS at 
cips@gov.scot 
 
Kind regards, 
[Redacted] 



 
People Support | Covid Inquiries Response Directorate 
2nd Floor West | St Andrew’s House| Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 

 
 
From: Elizabeth Lloyd  
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2024 8:16 PM 
To: Covid Inquiries People Support  
Cc: Tabitha Stringer ; [Redacted] 
Subject: Re: UK Inquiry Informal Messages to be Published w/c 26 February 2024 
 
Hi 
 
I got an update to my Objective folder today which seemed to be the [Redacted]. 
 
Liz 
 
On 23 Feb 2024, at 11:13, cips@gov.scot wrote: 
 
Dear Ms Lloyd, 
 
I write to inform you that we anticipate that a number of the messages you provided 
will be published on the UK Covid Inquiry website week commencing 26 February 
2024. 
 
Message reference and 
description 

Date of 
message 

Person to 
notify as 
participant 

Third parties to be 
notified 

Liz Lloyd's WhatsApp 
messages with Jeanne 
Freeman 

Dated 
09/03/2021. 

Jeane 
Freeman 

[Redacted] 

 
In regard to message participants, we are asking you to either: 
 

a. grant us permission to notify Scottish Government participants in the 
exchanges and to share the messages with them; or 

b. confirm that you have already informed them and shared the messages 
accordingly. 

 
Without your consent, we will be unable to give people notice that these messages 
will be published shortly. 
 
In addition, some of the messages also refer to third parties (i.e., people not directly 
involved in the message chain). Where such third parties are current Scottish 
Government staff, we are seeking your permission to allow us to contact those 
people to make them aware that they are mentioned in messages, and that the 
messages are to be published by the UK Inquiry. This would also involve sharing the 
messages with those people. I will be grateful if you could respond to indicate your 



agreement to us contacting relevant third parties or confirm that you have already 
done so. 
 
Kind Regards, 
[Redacted] 
 
People Support | Covid Inquiries Response Directorate 
2nd Floor West | St Andrew’s House| Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
 
 
From: [Redacted] [Redacted]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 23 September 2024 11:33 
To: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]>; Tabitha Stringer <Tabitha.Stringer@gov.scot> 
Cc: Linda Pooley <Linda.Pooley@gov.scot>; Covid Inquiries People Support 
<cips@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Notification - freedom of information request 
 
Dear Ms Lloyd, 
 
Please accept my apology for not responding to your earlier email. 
 
The FOI Unit have confirmed that the redacted exchange between yourself and Ms 
Sturgeon, as noted below by Tabitha, will be published on the Scottish Government 
website later today. I have attached a copy of the response for your records. 
 
[Redacted] 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Best wishes, 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
Covid Inquiries Response Directorate 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 

������� [Redacted] 

 
 
From: Tabitha Stringer <Tabitha.Stringer@gov.scot>  
Sent: 21 September 2024 12:02 
To: Elizabeth Lloyd [Redacted] 
Cc: [Redacted] [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Linda Pooley <Linda.Pooley@gov.scot>; 
Covid Inquiries People Support <cips@gov.scot> 
 
Liz 
[Redacted] 
Tabitha.  

 



 
From: Elizabeth Lloyd  
Sent: Saturday, September 21, 2024 11:48 AM 
To: Tabitha Stringer  
Cc: [Redacted] ; Linda Pooley ; Covid Inquiries People Support  
Subject: Re: Notification - freedom of information request 
 
Thanks Tabitha 
 
[Redacted] 
 
Thanks for coming back to me on a Saturday. 
 
Liz 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On 21 Sep 2024, at 11:24, Tabitha.Stringer@gov.scot wrote: 
  
Liz 
I’m very sorry that you did not receive a response to your earlier email.  
 
As you indicate the FOI response has now been published - Chief of Staff to the First 
Minister WhatsApp messages during the Covid 19 pandemic: FOI Release - gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot). [Redacted] 
 
I hope this is helpful.  
 
Kind Regards 
Tabitha 
 
Tabitha Stringer 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
 
Please note that I don’t work Wednesdays 
 
From: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]>  
Sent: Friday, September 20, 2024 10:06 PM 
To: [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Linda Pooley <Linda.Pooley@gov.scot>; Tabitha Stringer 
<Tabitha.Stringer@gov.scot>; Covid Inquiries People Support <cips@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Notification - freedom of information request 
 
Hi 
 
[Redacted] 
 
Liz 
 



Sent from my iPhone 
 
On 11 Sep 2024, at 11:23, Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]> wrote: 
Hi 
 
Thanks for letting me know  
 
Can you send me a copy of the release (so I can see what was actually 
released/redacted) and the future releases please 
 
For any future releases I’d appreciate knowing as they go out which I’ve understood 
to be what happens when third party material is released rather than several days 
after 
 
Thanks 
 
Liz  
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On 11 Sep 2024, at 10:31, [Redacted]@gov.scot wrote: 
  
Good morning Ms Lloyd, 
 
Please accept my apology for the lateness of this reply. 
 
I can confirm that your WhatsApp communication exchanges with Ms Sturgeon were 
released on 05 September 2024. [Redacted] 
 
The date parameters applied to all WhatsApp chains runs between 21 January 2020, 
which is the date on which the WHO published its ‘Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) 
Situation Report, to 30 April 2022. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions. 
 
Best wishes, 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
Covid Inquiries Response Directorate 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 

������� [Redacted] 
 
From: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 4, 2024 1:44 PM 
To: Tabitha Stringer <Tabitha.Stringer@gov.scot> 
Cc: Linda Pooley <Linda.Pooley@gov.scot>; Covid Inquiries People Support 
<cips@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Notification - freedom of information request 
 
Tabitha 



 
Thanks for letting me know. 
 
Could you please let me know the timelines on the request and potential release. 
 
[Redacted] 
 
Liz 
 
On 20 Aug 2024, at 16:48, Tabitha.Stringer@gov.scot wrote: 
 
Liz 
You asked us to make you aware if there was potential of any further information 
provided by or about yourself being published in relation to the Covid Inquiries. This 
is to make you aware that Scottish Government has received a freedom of 
information request for “Nicola Sturgeon’s What's App messages during the Covid 19 
pandemic”. For the purposes of the request we are considering the period of the 
Covid 19 pandemic to be 21 January 2020 to 30 April 2022 inclusive. 
Having reviewed the material held by Scottish Government this includes a chain of 
WhatsApp messages between yourself and Ms Sturgeon. The chain was provided 
by both yourself and Ms Sturgeon, and has already been published in part by the UK 
Inquiry following the module 2A hearings. INQ000287766_0017, 0018 - Extract of 
WhatsApp messages between Liz Lloyd and Nicola Sturgeon, dated between 
22/10/2020 and 28/10/2028. - UK Covid-19 Inquiry (covid19.public-inquiry.uk) and 
INQ000287766 _ 0009, 0021-0022, 0024, 0035 - Exttract of a Document regarding 
informal WhatsApp communications between Elizabeth Lloyd and Nicola Sturgeon 
(First Minister), dated between 01/09/2020 and 16/03/2020 - UK Covid-19 Inquiry 
(covid19.public-inquiry.uk) I want to assure you that prior to the disclosure of any 
government business related information that careful consideration is given to it.  
 
As you will be aware in the event that material is disclosed to the requestor the 
Scottish Government will, as it does for all freedom of information requests where 
information is disclosed, publish the disclosed information on the gov.scot website. 
There is therefore the possibility that further information will be published in due 
course.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss further. 
 
Kind Regards 
Tabitha 
 
Tabitha Stringer 
Covid Inquiries Response Policy 
Covid Inquiry Information Governance Division 
Directorate for Covid Inquiries Response 
Working from home, contactable via Teams, Email and Mobile: [Redacted] 
 
Please note that I don’t work Wednesdays 
 
[Redacted] 



From: Elizabeth Lloyd [Redacted] 
Sent: 17 October 2024 19:32 
To: Tabitha Stringer <Tabitha.Stringer@gov.scot> 
Cc: Covid Inquiries People Support <cips@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Notification - mentioned in whatsapp exchange 
 
Thanks Tabitha 
 
Appreciated 
 
Liz 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On 17 Oct 2024, at 17:21, Tabitha.Stringer@gov.scot wrote: 
  
Hi Liz 
We’ve received an FOI request for WhatsApp messages for Ken Thomson. There 
are no messages from or to you but you are referred to in one of the chains, 
attached for reference and relevant extract below. I have been advised that the chain 
is expected to publish on the SG website next week. 
 
Page 3 – 8/10/2021 09:06:41 Joe Griffin: “[redacted] and off to meet Liz Lloyd for 
coffee.” 
Kind Regards 
 
Tabitha 
 
Tabitha Stringer 
Covid Inquiries Response Policy 
Covid Inquiry Information Governance Division 
Directorate for Covid Inquiries Response 
Working from home, contactable via Teams, Email and Mobile: [Redacted] 
Please note that I don’t work Wednesdays 
 
 
From: [Redacted] [Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Covid Inquiries People 
Support 
Sent: 01 May 2025 16:07 
Cc: Linda Pooley <Linda.Pooley@gov.scot>; [Redacted] [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Covid 
Inquiries People Support <cips@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: UK Covid-19 Inquiry - Module 2ABC 
 
Good Afternoon,  
 
Following on from our email to you on 10 April 2025, I write to update you on 
[Redacted]. 
 



Please feel free to contact us at cips@gov.scot if you have any concerns. 
 
Kind regards 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] | Covid Inquiries Response Senior Officer | Covid Inquiry | Directorate for 
Covid Inquiries | Scottish Government 
2 West, St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
[Redacted]@gov.scot 
 
Save a tree... …don't print this e-mail unless you really need to  
 
From: Michael Chalmers <Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Director 
Propriety and Ethics 
Sent: 05 January 2024 14:22 
To: Elizabeth Lloyd [Redacted]>; Director Propriety and Ethics 
<DirectorProprietyandEthics@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: UK Covid-19 Inquiry – [Redacted] 
 
Thanks Liz – [Redacted]. 
 
[Redacted] 
 
Michael 
 
Michael Chalmers 
Director for Propriety and Ethics 
Scottish Government 
 
[Redacted] 
 
From: Elizabeth Lloyd  
Sent: Friday, January 5, 2024 12:17 PM 
To: Director Propriety and Ethics  
Subject: Re: UK Covid-19 Inquiry – [Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
 
On 5 Jan 2024, at 12:05, Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]> wrote: 
 
Michael…responses below to each of your questions 
 
Liz 
 
[Redacted] 
 
On 4 Jan 2024, at 15:50, <DirectorProprietyandEthics@gov.scot> 
<DirectorProprietyandEthics@gov.scot> wrote: 
 
[Redacted] 



From: Michael Chalmers <Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Director 
Propriety and Ethics 
Sent: 04 January 2024 15:55 
To: Elizabeth Lloyd [Redacted]>; Director Propriety and Ethics 
<DirectorProprietyandEthics@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Covid Inquiries People Support 
<cips@gov.scot> 
Subject: UK Covid-19 Inquiry: [Redacted] 

Hi Liz –  

Further to my email a few minutes ago, [Redacted] 

Michael 

Michael Chalmers 
Director for Propriety and Ethics 
Scottish Government 

[Redacted] 

From: Michael Chalmers <Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Director 
Propriety and Ethics 
Sent: 03 January 2024 11:21 
To: 'Elizabeth Lloyd' [Redacted] 
Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Covid Inquiries People Support 
<cips@gov.scot> 
Subject: UK Covid-19 Inquiry - [Redacted] 

Dear Liz, 

[Redacted] 

Please keep cips@gov.scot in copy for all emails. 

Many thanks 

Michael Chalmers 
Director for Propriety and Ethics 
Scottish Government 
[Redacted] 

From: Michael Chalmers On Behalf Of Director Propriety and Ethics 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 3:15 PM 
To: [Redacted] Cc: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]> 
Subject: UK Covid-19 Inquiry - [Redacted] - Liz Lloyd 

Dear [Redacted], 



 
We have passed on the [Redacted] 
 
Michael 
 
Michael Chalmers 
Director for Propriety and Ethics 
Scottish Government 
 
[Redacted] 
From: Claire Tynte-irvine  
Sent: 31 January 2024 14:23 
To: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted] 
Cc: Michael Chalmers <Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot>; Covid Inquiries People 
Support <cips@gov.scot, [Redacted]gov.scot> 
Subject: Scottish Government oral closing statement - Module 2A 
 
Dear Liz, 
[Redacted] 
Thank you so much for all your preparation and work for your evidence last week. 
 
Just sharing as a courtesy, the oral version of our closing statement which will be 
delivered at the Inquiry tomorrow.  The detail may evolve a little as the final 
witnesses are being heard, but in any case at this stage this oral version only seeks 
to set the tone for our position following the evidence so far. 
 
There will be a more detailed written document prepared over the course of 
February. 
 
There is no need for you to take any action: this is just for awareness – but if you 
have any concerns please do let me know. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Claire 
 
Claire Tynte-Irvine (she/her) 
Interim Director  
Covid Inquiries Response 
 
Email: Claire.Tynte-Irvine@gov.scot 
Phone: + 44 (0) [Redacted]  
Mobile: + 44 (0) [Redacted] 
 
www.scotland.org 
 

 
 



[Redacted] 

From: Michael Chalmers <Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Director 
Propriety and Ethics 
Sent: Thursday, January 4, 2024 3:50 PM 
To: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]>; Director Propriety and Ethics 
<DirectorProprietyandEthics@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted]gov.scot>; [Redacted]gov.scot>; Covid Inquiries People Support 
<cips@gov.scot>; Claire Tynte-irvine <Claire.Tynte-irvine@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: UK Covid-19 Inquiry – [Redacted] 

Hi Liz, 

Date of attendance 

Firstly, on attendance, the Inquiry has written today to confirm that they want you to 
attend on Thursday 25th January, and to be there for 8.30.  [Redacted] 

Now that we have confirmation that you are being asked to give evidence on the 
25th, [Redacted] 

Best wishes. 

Michael 

Michael Chalmers 
Director for Propriety and Ethics 
Scottish Government 

[Redacted] 

From: Elizabeth Lloyd <[Redacted]>  
Sent: Wednesday, January 3, 2024 8:06 PM 
To: Director Propriety and Ethics <DirectorProprietyandEthics@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Covid Inquiries People Support 
<cips@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: UK Covid-19 Inquiry – [Redacted] 

All 

Response below 

First has the date of my appearance been confirmed?  That is of pressing 
urgency to my arrangements. 

[Redacted] 

I will have difficulty being available for a call next week during working hours - having 
held time this week, but I’ll see what I can do when they ask. 



Liz 

On 3 Jan 2024, at 11:20, <DirectorProprietyandEthics@gov.scot> 
<DirectorProprietyandEthics@gov.scot> wrote: 

[Redacted] 



Question 2 

“In Conversation” Event Hosted by Macquarie and Flint Global 
29 August 2024 – 17:30 hrs – 18:15 hrs 

Agenda 17:30 hrs – Stephen Moir to greet First Minister 
17:35 hrs – Liz Lloyd will introduce FM to audience and Stephen 
Moir will pose the questions (see below) for First Minister to 
answer. There will be scope for follow-up questions to First Minister 
from the audience, time permitting.  

The format is ‘fireside chat’ where hosts will sit alongside First 
Minister at front of the room. Each question with follow-up is 
scheduled for around 10 mins.  The questions are: 

1. Scotland as a destination for investment: what is the FM’s
analysis of how we are set up and what is the SG doing / planning
to do to increase private sector investment in Scotland?

2. Partnership with UK government: with a new government in
London, what are the aspirations for that relationship regarding
investment and energy, and more specifically new institutions like
GB Energy and the National Wealth Fund?

3. Use of SG powers: is there anything more that the SG can do / is
planning to create better enabling conditions for investment in
Scotland, especially around infrastructure and economic
development like planning?

18:15 hrs – Stephen Moir will bring the conversation to a close with
thanks to the First Minister and the audience for participating.
Refreshments and networking follow the session. First Minister free
to depart.

Note of 
Meeting 

This event brought together around 50 senior stakeholders from 
Scotland’s energy and investment sector to discuss Scotland’s 
progress in tackling the challenges and realising the opportunities 
presented by the energy transition.  

Following introduction by Liz Lloyd (Flint Global) the FM responded to 
questions from  Stephen Moir (Macquarrie) on Scotland as a 
destination for investment; relationships with UK Government, 
especially in relation to GB Energy and the National Wealth Fund; and 
creating the right conditions for investment.  

The FM then responded to a range of questions from participants on 
issues such as grid connections, planning and consenting, skills 
requirements, carbon capture and storage, Grangemouth, roles of 
different bodies and North Sea transition.   



In his responses the First Minister: 
• Emphasised the importance of providing policy certainty, as SG

had done on its commitment to renewables, and absolute
alignment across Government and its agencies;

• Noted that relationships with new UKG were significantly better
than previously and highlighted his commitment to developing a
positive working; relationship with UKG, including on GB
Energy and the National Wealth Fund, noting that delivering
Scotland’s offshore wind potential was critical to wider UK net
zero aims;

• Noted that the levers to address grid constraints lay with UKG
and that SG would continue to make the case  for urgent action
to UKG and would welcome industry insights and intelligence to
inform that;

• Indicated that SG was taking action to improve the efficiency
and effectiveness of planning and consenting processes – and
that those processes needed to be thorough, legal and engage
communities;

• Noted the criticality of Grangemouth to Scotland’s economy and
the role it could potentially play, for example in relation to
carbon capture and storage  or hydrogen, in the transition to net
zero;

• Noted the need for a managed transition from oil and gas and
to learn the lessons of unmanaged industrial decline from the
1980s; and

• Reiterated his commitment and that of his Ministers  to
engagement with industry to hear directly about obstacles to
investment and growth and how Government and industry can
work together to realise the massive opportunity the energy
transition presents.




