
1. I am writing to request under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 that the 
Scottish Government disclose all information it holds relating to the decision to award 
£180,000 in public funding towards the Nexo Scottish Championship golf event taking 
place at Trump International Scotland in Balmedie, Aberdeenshire, in August 2025.  
 
 
Document 1 - 15 July – Email - Advice to First Minister 
 
From: Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 July 2025 15:32 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
Subject: FW: Nexo Championship 7-10 August 
 
Hi both, 
 
For the ERDM on Nexo please. 
 
Many thanks 
R 
 
Rachael McKechnie (she/her) 
Deputy Director, Major Events 
Scottish Government 
 
Email: Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot 
Mobile: 07 Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
From: John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>  
Sent: 15 July 2025 16:24 
To: Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot> 
Cc: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Nexo Championship 7-10 August 
 
Hi Rachael, 
 
Emily and I both content.  
 
Worth ensuring Ms Todd has a line of sight as the portfolio Minister (I presume that’s 
happening anyway). 
 
Thanks for consulting. Appreciated.  
 
Look forward to catching up in the next week or two as discussed.  
 
John Webster 
Principal Private Secretary to the First Minister  
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
T: 0131 244  Redacted section 38(1)(b)| M: 07 Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
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From: Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>  
Sent: 14 July 2025 15:41 
To: John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot> 
Subject: Fw: Nexo Championship 7-10 August 
 
Hi John, 
 
Thanks for the conversation on this earlier. As promised here is the email from 
VisitScotland. A few points in addition to what Rob has set out below: 
Redacted Section 33(1)(b). Redacted Section 30(b)(1) Once I have heard back from you I'll 
inform VisitScotland of the outcome. 
 
Many thanks 
R  
 

 
From: Rob Dickson <Rob.Dickson@visitscotland.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 14, 2025 11:47 am 
To: Rachael Mckechnie <rachael.mckechnie@gov.scot> 
Cc:   Redacted section 38(1)(b)@EventScotland.org> 
Subject: Nexo Championship 7-10 August 
  
Rachael, 
  
I’m following up on our discussion last week regarding the Nexo Championship at the Trump 
International Golf Links in Aberdeen from 7-10 August. As I explained this DP World Tour event 
has been brought to Scotland at very short notice as a consequence of Czechoslovakia pulling 
out of a hosting agreement. The European Tour have a Legends event at the course the previous 
week and have therefore chosen to “roll forward” much of the infrastructure to use the 
following week; this makes good financial sense for them. 
  
We have been in discussion with the European Tour about VS support for the event,  Redacted 

Section 33(1)(b) 
  
As discussed the support would be delivered through our GIA funding in 2025/26. 
  
I am now on leave returning on Monday 28 July however Redacted section 38(1)(b)is fully 
sighted on the discussions and can answer any further queries you may have. I’d be grateful if 
you could confirm that you are content for us to proceed with this funding. 
  
Redacted Section 33(1)(b)  
Thanks 
 
Rob 
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Rob Dickson 
Director of Industry & Events 
  
M: 07 Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
E: rob.dickson@visitscotland.com 
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Document 2 – 16 July – Email to Mr Lochhead – Ms Todd Acknowledgement 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> On Behalf Of Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and 
Sport 
Sent: 16 July 2025 16:42 
To: Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and 
Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & 
Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport 
<MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; John 
Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Rachel 
Sunderland <Rachel.Sunderland@gov.scot>;; Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>; 
Gary Cox <Gary.Cox@gov.scot>; Redacted section 38(1)(b)  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  
Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic 
<DFMEG@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: IMMEDIATE: Nexo Golf Championship 7-10 August 
 
Hi Rachael, 
 
Ms Todd notes for her interests. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b)Private Secretary 

Minister for Drugs, Alcohol Policy and Sport – Maree Todd MSP 
Scottish Government, St Andrews House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 

E-mail: MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot 
Mobile: 07 Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
 

 
From: Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>  
Sent: 16 July 2025 10:22 
To: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & 
Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport 
<MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; John 
Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Rachel 
Sunderland <Rachel.Sunderland@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Frances Pacitti 
<Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>; Gary Cox <Gary.Cox@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  
Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Communications Deputy First 
Minister, Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot> 
Subject: IMMEDIATE: Nexo Golf Championship 7-10 August 
 
PS/Minister for Business and Employment 
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This urgent note is to make you aware of VisitScotland’s intention to invest  Redacted 

Section 33(1)(b) into the Nexo Golf Championship which will be held at the Trump 
International Golf Links in Aberdeen from 7-10 August. This DP World Tour event 
has been brought to Scotland at very short notice as a consequence of the Czech 
Republic pulling out of a hosting agreement. The European Tour have a Legends 
event at the course the previous week and have therefore chosen to “roll forward” 
much of the infrastructure to use the following week and the Trump Organisation has 
agreed to provide support by offering the venue. 
  
VisitScotland have been in discussion with the European Tour about support for the 
event. There is a positive case for investment due to the media value of the event 
and the economic benefit to Aberdeen’s visitor economy.  Redacted Section 33(1)(b) 
 
If VisitScotland are successful in satisfying their conditions, then they will quickly 
move to the contracting stage. At this stage, Officials are not yet clear what publicity 
of the investment would be proposed but would continue to work closely with 
VisitScotland and Communications colleagues to ensure suitable handling plans 
were in place. 
 
Best wishes 
Rachael 
 
Rachael McKechnie (she/her) 
Deputy Director, Major Events 
Scottish Government 
 
Email: Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot 
Mobile: 07 Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
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Document 3 – July 17 – Email to Director – Contribution for DFM’s Weekly 
Update 
 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>  
Sent: 17 July 2025 12:09 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Cc: Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  
Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Subject: RE: Action Required - DFM Weekly Update - Returns due COP Thursday 17 July 
 
Hi Redacted section 38(1)(b), 
 
I am providing an update on Redacted – Out of Scope and also the NEXO Golf 
Championship at Trump Aberdeen. I’d like to flag that the information on the golf 
should be treated as commercially in confidence at this stage, as we’re not sure how 
far the distribution list for the DFM’s note goes.  
 
 Redacted – Out of Scope 
 
Nexo Golf Championship - VisitScotland’s are in negotiations to invest  Redacted 

Section 33(1)(b) into the Nexo Golf Championship (NEXO have also just become the 
DP World Tours Digital Asset and Wealth Partner) which will be held at the Trump 
International Golf Links in Aberdeen from 7th-10th August. This DP World Tour event 
has been brought to Scotland at very short notice as a consequence of the Czech 
Republic pulling out of a hosting agreement. There is a positive case for investment 
due to the media value of the event and the economic benefit to Aberdeen’s visitor 
economy.  Redacted Section 33(1)(b) Section 30(b)(1). 
 
If you need anything else, just shout. 
 
Cheers, 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
Redacted section 38(1)(b)|  Events Strategy, Policy and Engagement Team  |  Major Events 

Unit  |  Directorate for Culture and External Affairs | Scottish Government  |  2G South, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, 

EH6 6QQ |  email:Redacted section 38(1)(b)  |  web: www.gov.scot  

 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>  
Sent: 17 July 2025 09:10 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Subject: FW: Action Required - DFM Weekly Update - Returns due COP Thursday 17 July 
 
Morning Redacted section 38(1)(b), 
 
Many thanks for your attached contributions, Fran has flagged if there is anything 
additional to include on Redacted – Out of Scope; Trump/ Nexo proposal? Grateful if 
you could confirm if you have anything additional to include by 12pm today. 
 
Many thanks, 
 

http://www.gov.scot/


 Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
Head of Directors Office – Business & Better Regulation  
St Andrew’s House | 2 Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | Mob: 07 Redacted section 
38(1)(b) 

 
 

 
From: Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>  
Sent: 16 July 2025 11:17 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  
Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Strategic Relationships 
<StrategicRelationships@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Cc: Gary Cox <Gary.Cox@gov.scot>; Judith Young <Judith.Young@gov.scot>;  Redacted 
section 38(1)(b)>; Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Action Required - DFM Weekly Update - Returns due COP Thursday 17 July 
 
Grateful if we could please include bullets on: 
 

• Major events Redacted – Out of Scope; Trump/ Nexo proposal) 
Redacted – Out of Scope 
 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>  
Sent: 16 July 2025 10:50 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  
Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Strategic Relationships <StrategicRelationships@gov.scot>;  
Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Cc: Gary Cox <Gary.Cox@gov.scot>; Judith Young <Judith.Young@gov.scot>; Frances Pacitti 
<Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Subject: RE: Action Required - DFM Weekly Update - Returns due COP Thursday 17 July 
 
 Redacted – Out of Scope, 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
Head of Directors Office – Business & Better Regulation  
St Andrew’s House | 2 Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | Mob: 07 Redacted section 
38(1)(b) 
 

 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>  
Sent: 15 July 2025 10:27 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  
Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Strategic Relationships <StrategicRelationships@gov.scot>;  

mailto:Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot
mailto:StrategicRelationships@gov.scot
mailto:Gary.Cox@gov.scot
mailto:Judith.Young@gov.scot
mailto:Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot
mailto:StrategicRelationships@gov.scot
mailto:Gary.Cox@gov.scot
mailto:Judith.Young@gov.scot
mailto:Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot
mailto:StrategicRelationships@gov.scot


Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Cc: Gary Cox <Gary.Cox@gov.scot>; Judith Young <Judith.Young@gov.scot>; Frances Pacitti 
<Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Subject: FW: Action Required - DFM Weekly Update - Returns due COP Thursday 17 July 
 
Redacted – Out of Scope 
 
  

mailto:Gary.Cox@gov.scot
mailto:Judith.Young@gov.scot
mailto:Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot


Document 4 – 18 July – Email to Mr Lochhead – Minister Response 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> On Behalf Of Minister for Business and Employment 
Sent: 18 July 2025 10:10 
To: Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and 
Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & 
Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport 
<MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; John 
Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Rachel 
Sunderland <Rachel.Sunderland@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Frances Pacitti 
<Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>; Gary Cox <Gary.Cox@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  
Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Communications Deputy First 
Minister, Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: IMMEDIATE: Nexo Golf Championship 7-10 August 
 
Good morning,  
 
The Minister has considered and of the view is that he is happy to note the below but 
this is subject to feedback from SpAds who were having a further look over at the 
situation. 
 
Thanks  
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b)Private Secretary to the Minister for Business and 

Employment – Richard Lochhead MSP - The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
Mob: 07 Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
Email: MinisterEI@gov.scot 
 

Redacted – Duplicate to Document 2  
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Document 5 – 18 July – Email and Attachment - DFM Weekly Update 
 
From: Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 July 2025 15:31 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Subject: FW: DGE update for DFM 
 
Hi both, 
 
Just to save on the ERDM record please as it is an update to Ministers. 
 
Many thanks 
R 
 
Rachael McKechnie (she/her) 
Deputy Director, Major Events 
Scottish Government 
 
Email: Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot 
Mobile: 07 Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
From: Gregor Irwin <Gregor.Irwin@gov.scot>  
Sent: 18 July 2025 14:49 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot> 
Cc: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary 
<PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; DL for DG Economy Directors <DLDGED@gov.scot>; DL 
for DG Economy Deputy Directors <DLforDGEconomyDeputyDirectors@gov.scot>; Emily 
Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: DGE update for DFM 
 
1.  

▪ Redacted – Out of Scope Nexo Golf Championship – VisitScotland is negotiating   
Redaction Section 33(1)(b)support for the DP World Tour event at Trump 
International, Aberdeen (7-10 August). The event was secured at short notice 
following a withdrawal by Czech Republic. Officials see strong media and economic 
value Redacted Section 33(1)(b). SpAds and FMPO raise no objections;. Section 
30(b)(i) Communications planning is underway. 

Redacted – Out of Scope 
Gregor Irwin 
Director General Economy 

Mobile | 07 Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 1N.10 St Andrew's House | Regent Road | Edinburgh EH1 3DG 
 

Attachment Redacted – Duplicate information in body of email 
 

▪  Redacted – Out of ScopeNexo Golf Championship – VisitScotland is negotiating  

redacted section .33(1)(b) support for the DP World Tour event at Trump International, 
Aberdeen (7-10 August). The event was secured at short notice following a withdrawal by 

Czech Republic. Officials see strong media and economic value, Redacted Section 
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33(1)(b). SpAds and FMPO raise no objections; Section 30(b)(i) Communications planning 

is underway. 

Redacted – Out of Scope 

 
  



Document 6 – 22 July - Email to FM – Response from FMPO 
 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 22 July 2025 10:24 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Cc: Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>;; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Erin 
Mckee <Erin.Mckee@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & 
Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport 
<MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and 
External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg 
<Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Rachel Sunderland <Rachel.Sunderland@gov.scot>;  Redacted 
section 38(1)(b)>; Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>; Gary Cox 
<Gary.Cox@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Communications Deputy First Minister, 
Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Subject: RE: IMMEDIATE FOR FIRST MINISTER SIGN-OFF PLEASE: Nexo Golf Championship 7-
10 August 

This email is for the official record and confirms a Ministerial Decision. This 
email must be placed in the official record (eRDM) by your team in line with 
SG records management policy. 

Good morning, 
 
The First Minister is content to proceed.  
 
Redacted - section 30(b)(1) 
 
Thanks, 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>  
Sent: 21 July 2025 16:29 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; Redacted section 
38(1)(b); Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Erin Mckee <Erin.Mckee@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 
38(1)(b)>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Deputy 
First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister 
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for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport <MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG 
Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Rachel 
Sunderland <Rachel.Sunderland@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Frances Pacitti 
<Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>; Gary Cox <Gary.Cox@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; 
Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>;  Redacted 
section 38(1)(b)> 
Subject: IMMEDIATE FOR FIRST MINISTER SIGN-OFF PLEASE: Nexo Golf Championship 7-10 
August 
 
Good afternoon FMPO 
 
This urgent note is to make the First Minister aware of VisitScotland’s intention to 
invest  section .33(1)(b) into the Nexo Golf Championship which will be held at 
the Trump International Golf Links in Aberdeen from 7-10 August, and to seek 
confirmation that FM is content. This DP World Tour event has been brought to 
Scotland at very short notice as a consequence of the Czech Republic pulling out of 
a hosting agreement. A Legends Tour (for professional golfers aged 50 or over) 
event is being held at the course from 30 July – 3 August and much of the 
infrastructure for that event will be utilised for the Nexo Championship, with the 
Trump Organisation agreeing to provide support by offering the venue. 
  
VisitScotland have been in discussion with the DP World Tour about support for the 
event. There is a positive case for investment due to the media value of the event 
and the economic benefit to Aberdeen’s visitor economy. Redaction Section 33(1)(b)the 
Minister for Business and Employment is content subject to further sign-off. SpAds 
have not flagged any specific concerns to this point, but are keen that FM is aware 
and content. We would be grateful for confirmation that the First Minister is 
content to proceed on the basis set out above.  
 
With apologies for flagging this as immediate, we would welcome FM’s view as soon 
as possible please. This is in light of the fact that the event is less than three weeks 
away and that VisitScotland will need to quickly move to the contracting stage, 
assuming they are successful in satisfying the conditions outlined above.  
 
At this stage, Officials are not clear what publicity of the investment would be 
proposed but would continue to work closely with VisitScotland and Communications 
colleagues to ensure suitable handling plans were in place. 
 
If you or the First Minister require any further information please let me know. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
Redacted section 38(1)(b)|  Major Events Division  |  Scottish Government  |  Mob: 07 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
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Document 7 – 22 July – Email Trail for SpAd’s View 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>  
Sent: 22 July 2025 09:14 
To: Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR URGENT SPAD VIEWS - IMMEDIATE: Nexo Golf Championship 7-10 August 
 
Hi Ross and John 
 
Just to confirm that I have held off on this and not communicated anything to 
VisitScotland. But would welcome a further update and confirmation of the position 
as soon as possible please. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
Redacted section 38(1)(b)|  Major Events Division  |  Scottish Government  |  Mob: 07 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
From: Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>  
Sent: 21 July 2025 17:27 
To: John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Subject: RE: FOR URGENT SPAD VIEWS - IMMEDIATE: Nexo Golf Championship 7-10 August 
 
Can we hold on this one sec 
 
Thanks 
 
Ross 
 

From: John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>  
Sent: 21 July 2025 17:12 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Minister 
for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Spads Admin 
<Spads_Admin@gov.scot>;; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Sean 
McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Jack 
Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Erin Mckee <Erin.Mckee@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; 
Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Deputy First 
Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for 
Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport <MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External 
Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg 
<Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Rachel Sunderland <Rachel.Sunderland@gov.scot>;  Redacted 
section 38(1)(b)>; Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>; Gary Cox 
<Gary.Cox@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Communications Deputy First Minister, 
Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Subject: RE: FOR URGENT SPAD VIEWS - IMMEDIATE: Nexo Golf Championship 7-10 August 
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Sorry folks. Just coming to this now.  
 
Emily discussed this with FM last week. He confirmed he was content.  
 
 
John Webster 
Principal Private Secretary to the First Minister  
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
T: 0131 244 2557| M: 07 Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>  
Sent: 21 July 2025 16:08 
To: Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment 
<MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Erin 
Mckee <Erin.Mckee@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; 
Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Deputy First 
Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for 
Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport <MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG 
Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Rachel 
Sunderland <Rachel.Sunderland@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Frances Pacitti 
<Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>; Gary Cox <Gary.Cox@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; 
Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>;  Redacted 
section 38(1)(b)> 
Subject: RE: FOR URGENT SPAD VIEWS - IMMEDIATE: Nexo Golf Championship 7-10 August 
 
Hi Ross, FMPO 
 
Thanks. I’ll draft a note to send up in the next few minutes. So that’ll be incoming 
shortly FMPO, unless you’re able to reply to flag that FM is aware and content. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
Redacted section 38(1)(b)|  Major Events Division  |  Scottish Government  |  Mob: 07 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
 
From: Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>  
Sent: 21 July 2025 15:33 
To: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Spads Admin 
<Spads_Admin@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Morris <Craig.Morris@gov.scot>; 
Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Erin Mckee <Erin.Mckee@gov.scot> 
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Cc: Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; 
Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & 
Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport 
<MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and 
External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg 
<Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Rachel Sunderland <Rachel.Sunderland@gov.scot>;  Redacted 
section 38(1)(b)>; Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>; Gary Cox 
<Gary.Cox@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Communications Deputy First Minister, 
Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Subject: RE: FOR URGENT SPAD VIEWS - IMMEDIATE: Nexo Golf Championship 7-10 August 
 
Hi all 
 
I am just back from leave today. I see in the note below that officials previously 
consulted with FMPO – can I just check, did the FM indicate he was content, 
including with the funding? I think he should be aware of this – there are obviously 
heightened sensitivities at the moment. 
 
I note the below comments on publicity – just to stress that how and when this is 
communicated are very important.  
 
Thanks 
 
Ross 
 

From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> On Behalf Of Minister for Business and Employment 
Sent: 21 July 2025 15:24 
To: Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 
38(1)(b)>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Erin Mckee 
<Erin.Mckee@gov.scot> 
Cc: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Rachael Mckechnie 
<Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & 
Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Deputy 
First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister 
for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport <MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG 
Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Rachel 
Sunderland <Rachel.Sunderland@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Frances Pacitti 
<Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>; Gary Cox <Gary.Cox@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; 
Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>;  Redacted 
section 38(1)(b)> 
Subject: RE: FOR URGENT SPAD VIEWS - IMMEDIATE: Nexo Golf Championship 7-10 August 
 
Good afternoon, 
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Copying in Erin McKee as well. 
 
Spad Admin – grateful if Spads could review and feedback swiftly today to allow 
policy colleagues to take forward. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 Redacted section 38(1)(b) (he/him) 

Deputy Private Secretary 
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  
 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>  
Sent: 21 July 2025 10:01 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Spads 
Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Ross 
Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot> 
Cc: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Rachael Mckechnie 
<Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & 
Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Deputy 
First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister 
for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport <MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG 
Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Rachel 
Sunderland <Rachel.Sunderland@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Frances Pacitti 
<Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>; Gary Cox <Gary.Cox@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; 
Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>;  Redacted 
section 38(1)(b)> 
Subject: FOR URGENT SPAD VIEWS - IMMEDIATE: Nexo Golf Championship 7-10 August 
 
I believe Emily is on leave this week – so adding further SpAds to this for a view. 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>  
Sent: 21 July 2025 09:59 
To: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Spads Admin 
<Spads_Admin@gov.scot> 
Cc: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Rachael Mckechnie 
<Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & 
Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Deputy 
First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister 
for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport <MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG 
Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Rachel 
Sunderland <Rachel.Sunderland@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Frances Pacitti 
<Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>; Gary Cox <Gary.Cox@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; 
Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>;  Redacted 
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section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Subject: RE: IMMEDIATE: Nexo Golf Championship 7-10 August 
 
Morning Emily/SpAds 
 
I’m following up on this topic, in light of the Minister’s steer that he is content to note 
that VisitScotland will be funding the Nexo Golf Championship this year, but that this 
was subject to feedback from SpAds who were having a further look over at the 
situation. We would welcome a SpAd view as soon as possible please, as we need 
to provide our position to VisitScotland as soon as we can, in order for arrangements 
to be put in place for the event, which starts in less than 3 weeks. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
Redacted section 38(1)(b)|  Major Events Division  |  Scottish Government  |  Mob: 07 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>  
Sent: 18 July 2025 10:55 
To: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; Rachael Mckechnie 
<Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & 
Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy and Sport 
<MinisterforDAPS@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and 
External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg 
<Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Rachel Sunderland <Rachel.Sunderland@gov.scot>;  Redacted 
section 38(1)(b)>; Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>; Gary Cox 
<Gary.Cox@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; 
Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>;  Redacted 
section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Subject: RE: IMMEDIATE: Nexo Golf Championship 7-10 August 
 
Thanks Adam. 
 
Emily/spads – let me know once you have considered and we’ll go back to 
VisitScotland. Redacted – Out of Scope.  
 
Thanks 
Gail 
 
Are you ok with the following addition to the packs?: 
 
Commercial in confidence: Nexo Golf Championship at Trump International Golf 
Links, Aberdeen 
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For awareness only and no comment if asked - VisitScotland are in negotiations to 
invest  section .33(1)(b) into the Nexo Golf Championship (NEXO have also just become 
the DP World Tours Digital Asset and Wealth Partner) which will be held at the Trump 
International Golf Links in Aberdeen from 7th-10th August 2025. This DP World Tour 
event has been brought to Scotland at very short notice as a consequence of the 
Czech Republic pulling out of a hosting agreement. There is a positive case for 
investment due to the media value of the event and the economic benefit to 
Aberdeen’s visitor economy.  Redacted Section 33(1)(b) 
 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b)|  Head of Major Events  |  The Scottish Government 

mob: 07Redacted section 38(1)(b)|  email Redacted section 38(1)(b)  |  web: www.gov.scot 
 
Redacted – duplicate information contained in Document 2&4 
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Document 8 – 23 July – Email Trail with VisitScotland on Agreement 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)@Eventscotland.org>  
Sent: 23 July 2025 11:58 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)@EventScotland.org>;  Redacted 
section 38(1)(b)@eventscotland.org> 
Cc: Rob Dickson <Rob.Dickson@visitscotland.com>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)> 
Subject: RE: Nexo Championship 
 
Hi  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
  
We have agreed to support the event with the European Tour and are working through 
activating the contract assets and getting the contract in place although we don’t have 
the contract through from the European Tour yet. 
  
I will let Redacted section 38(1)(b)pick up with you on comms, given timescales, I expect 
any announcement will be relatively low key across tournament channels, but Redacted 
section 38(1)(b)can confirm. 
  
I have looped Rob out of this to save his inbox on return from leave. 
  
Give me a call if you want to discuss 
  
Thanks 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
  
 From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>  
Sent: 23 July 2025 10:58 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)@Eventscotland.org>; Rebecca Edser 
<Rebecca.Edser@EventScotland.org>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)@eventscotland.org> 
Cc: Rob Dickson <Rob.Dickson@visitscotland.com>; Rachael Mckechnie 
<rachael.mckechnie@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
Subject: RE: Nexo Championship 
  
Morning  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
  
Just a wee check-in to see if there’s been any progress following discussions 
yesterday. We’d welcome any update when you’re able to provide it, from an 
agreement and/or comms perspective. 
  
Thanks, 
  
 Redacted section 38(1)(b)  
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>  
Sent: 22 July 2025 11:43 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)@Eventscotland.org>;  Redacted section 
38(1)(b)@EventScotland.org> 
Cc: Rob Dickson <Rob.Dickson@visitscotland.com>; Rachael Mckechnie 
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<Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 
38(1)(b)@eventscotland.org> 
Subject: RE: Nexo Championship 
  
Thanks Redacted section 38(1)(b). Hope you enjoyed your leave. Grateful if you could 

keep us posted on whether agreement is reached and you’re going ahead. 
  
Redacted section 38(1)(b)– great if you could update on any comms plans when you 

have a chance. Happy to chat if that’s easiest. 
 
Best wishes, 
  
 Redacted section 38(1)(b)  
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)@Eventscotland.org>  
Sent: 22 July 2025 10:50 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)@EventScotland.org> 
Cc: Rob Dickson <Rob.Dickson@visitscotland.com>; Rachael Mckechnie 
<rachael.mckechnie@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 
38(1)(b)@eventscotland.org> 
Subject: RE: Nexo Championship 
  
Thanks  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
  
Just picking this up on my return from leave, Redacted section 38(1)(b)is aware so fine for 
you to reach out. 
  
I have a meeting with European Tour later this morning to discuss the detail of the 
contract and we have a golf team meeting this afternoon so by the end of the day 
Redacted section 38(1)(b)will be briefed in. 
  
Cheers 
Redacted section 38(1)(b)  
  
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>  
Sent: 22 July 2025 10:40 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)@EventScotland.org> 
Cc: Rob Dickson <Rob.Dickson@visitscotland.com>;  Redacted section 
38(1)(b)@Eventscotland.org>; Rachael Mckechnie <rachael.mckechnie@gov.scot>; 
Redacted section 38(1)(b)Subject: Nexo Championship 
  
Hi  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
  
I’m emailing to confirm that the Scottish Government has no in principle issues with 
VisitScotland providing funding support for this year’s Nexo Championship. 
  
Redacted Section 33(1)(b)  
I realise this is a fast-moving and evolving situation and you may not be at this stage 
yet, but it would be good to understand any comms plans around the planned 
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funding support. I was going to copy in Redacted section 38(1)(b), but I’m erring on the 

side of caution just in case she isn’t aware of the situation yet, so have held off. If 
you could ask Redacted section 38(1)(b)to get in touch or even just give me the ok to 

contact her, that would be great. 
  
Hope this is helpful. If you need anything further please let us know. 
  
Many thanks, 
  
 Redacted section 38(1)(b)  
Redacted section 38(1)(b)|  Major Events Division  |  Scottish Government  |  Mob: 07 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
  



Document 9 – 25 July – Covering email and briefing pack for FM POTUS 
meeting 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>  
Sent: 25 July 2025 15:50 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Rachel Sunderland <Rachel.Sunderland@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; David 
Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>;  
Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Alice Biggins <Alice.Biggins@gov.scot>; Shona Riach 
<Shona.Riach@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg 
<Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Mhairi McCowan <Mhairi.Mccowan@gov.scot>; Lisa 
Mcguinness <Lisa.Mcguinness@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>;  
Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; John Webster 
<John.Webster@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Briefing: FM-POTUS - 29 July 2025 
 
Hi Redacted section 38(1)(b),  
 
Redacted  -Out of Scope 

 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>  
Sent: 23 July 2025 18:04 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Rachel Sunderland <Rachel.Sunderland@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b)>;  
Redacted section 38(1)(b)>; David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; Rachael Mckechnie 
<Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>; Craig Morris <Craig.Morris@gov.scot>; Alice Biggins 
<Alice.Biggins@gov.scot>; Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 
38(1)(b)>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Kenneth Hogg <Kenneth.Hogg@gov.scot>; Mhairi McCowan 
<Mhairi.Mccowan@gov.scot>; Lisa Mcguinness <Lisa.Mcguinness@gov.scot>; Spads Admin 
<Spads_Admin@gov.scot> 
Subject: Briefing: FM-POTUS - 29 July 2025 
 
 Redacted – Out of Scope 
 
Thanks, 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
Redacted section 38(1)(b)Policy Adviser | USA Desk | International Relations | Directorate for 

Culture and External Affairs | Scottish Government  

 
Redacted – Out of Scope 

On Visit Scotland support for the Nexo Championship:  
• I welcome the Nexo Golf Championship being held at the Trump International 

Golf Links this August.  

•  Redacted Section 33(1)(b) 
 
Redacted – Out of Scope 
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ANNEX D 

GOLF  

TOP LINES 
• Redacted – Out of Scope 
• I welcome the Nexo Golf Championship being held at the Trump International Golf 

Links this August..   
• Redacted Section 33(1)(b) 
 
Redacted – Out of Scope 
 
Commercial in confidence: Nexo Golf Championship at Trump International Golf 
Links, Aberdeen 
• VisitScotland are in negotiations to invest  section .33(1)(b) into the Nexo Golf 

Championship, which will be held at the Trump International Golf Links in 
Aberdeen from 7-10 August 2025. Nexo have just become the DP World Tour’s 
Digital Asset and Wealth Partner. 

• This DP World Tour event has been brought to Scotland at very short notice as a 
consequence of the Czech Republic pulling out of a hosting agreement. The 
Legends Tour (male professional golfer aged 50 or over) have an event at the 
course the previous week and the DP World Tour have therefore chosen to “roll 
forward” much of the infrastructure to use the following week and the Trump 
Organization has agreed to provide support by offering the venue. 

• There is a positive case for investment due to the media value of the event and 
the economic benefit to Aberdeen’s visitor economy.  

Redacted Section 33(1)(b) 
Redacted – Out of Scope 

 
 
 
 
  



2. The disclosure should include, but not be limited to, any minutes, notes, and 
briefings prepared for and after meetings with VisitScotland relating to the decision. It 
should also include, but not be limited to, any correspondence with Trump 
International Scotland and the Trump Organisation between 1 May 2025 and the current 
date which relates to the tournament.  
 
Document 1 – Email from FMPO to Trump Golf 
 
From: John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 25 July 2025 17:29 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b)@trumpgolfscotland.com 
Subject: Release for P&J 
 
Nexo Championship to be held in Scotland 
The 2025 Nexo Championship on the DP World Tour is to be held in Aberdeenshire 
this August, supported by £180,000 of public funding, which will further raise the 
profile of the area as a leading tourism and golf destination. 
Advanced negotiations are underway to ensure the funding from the Scottish 
Government’s tourism and events organisation, VisitScotland, will support delivery of 
this year’s event. It is expected the tournament, amongst others in the golfing 
calendar, will bring further opportunities to grow Scotland’s golf tourism market and 
strengthen Scotland’s number of golf venues capable of hosting globally renowned 
events. The tournament will also extend the length of the tourism season in 
Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire. 
The Nexo Championship will continue an exceptional summer of sporting events in 
Scotland, following successful delivery of the Orkney Island Games, Genesis 
Scottish Open, ISPS Handa Women’s Scottish Open and the Tall Ships Races 
festival, which was recently held in Aberdeen. 
Scotland is widely recognised as the Home of Golf and golf tourism is estimated to 
bring in economic value of £300 million per annum, supporting around 5000 jobs and 
approximately £150 million in GVA to the Scottish economy.  
First Minister John Swinney said: 
“I welcome the Nexo Championship being held at the Trump International Golf Links 
this August. 
“Scotland has long been recognised as a world-class host of major events. Golf and 
golf events are a key part of our national identity, supporting communities, driving 
economic growth, contributing to environmental sustainability across the country and 
promoting Scotland through global profile.  
“The Scottish Government recognises the importance and benefits of golf and golf 
events, including boosting tourism and our economy. As the Home of Golf, we have 
a long-standing track record of support and I am proud this funding will further 
enhance Aberdeenshire’s reputation as a leading golfing destination and I am 
hopeful of securing further golfing events in future years.” 
 
 
 
 
 



3. The disclosure should also include, but not be limited to, any notes, minutes, or 
correspondence exchanged as part of the process in creating the press release 
announcing the funding that was distributed to the media on 26 July. This should 
include any previous unpublished drafts of the aforementioned release. 
 
 
Document 1 – Nexo Golf Championship Announcement Email Trail – 
Policy/SpAd’s 
 
From: Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>  
Sent: 24 July 2025 17:42 
To: Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot> 
Cc: Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>; Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Erin Mckee 
<Erin.Mckee@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: NEXO Golf Championship 
 
Excellent news. Adding additional colleagues. 
 
 
Regards 
  
Colin McAllister 
Chief of Staff 
  

 
  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish 
Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. 
 
See www.lobbying.scot. 
  
 

 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
> 
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2025 5:25:41 PM 
To: Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Spads 
Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot> 
Cc:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>; Rachael Mckechnie <Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: NEXO Golf Championship  
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Hi all, 
  
I wanted to provide a quick update on progress. We have spoken with VisitScotland 
who have confirmed that they have just received the contract from the European 
Tour and have forwarded on to their lawyers, they are looking to expedite the 
process and will update us in the morning. Although there are no guarantees over 
the speed of the process, both VS (including the CEO) and the European Tour are 
aware of the urgency.   
  
Once we have a clearer picture we can agree the approach and engage further with 
comms in both organisations about announcement and management. 
  
Regards, 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
  
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
|  Events Strategy, Policy and Engagement Team  |  Major Events Unit  |  Directorate for Culture and External 
Affairs | Scottish Government  |  2G South, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ |  email: Redacted section 
38(1)(b) 
  |  web: www.gov.scot  
  
From: Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>  
Sent: 24 July 2025 12:25 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot> 
Cc:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
> 
Subject: RE: NEXO Golf Championship 
  
Apologies – references to WSO should of course have been to Nexo... 
  
From: Frances Pacitti  
Sent: 24 July 2025 12:24 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot> 
Cc:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
> 
Subject: RE: NEXO Golf Championship 
  
 Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
  
Thanks for including me on copy. 
  
We discussed this morning.   section 30(b)(i) 

http://www.gov.scot/
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In advance of a discussion with Colin, it would be helpful to understand: 
  

1. What is a reasonable timescale for conclusion of the contract, and can that be 
expedited? 

2. What is your assessment of risk to the commercial negotiation, should an 
announcement be made in advance of completion?  Would it materially 
impact upon VS’ commercial position?  

3. Is there a way of soft launching/ trailing?  A low key announcement on the VS 
website, that we are delighted to be working with XXX to secure a future for 
the WSO in the home of golf.... with details to follow?  Or something from the 
WSO themselves? 
  

Thanks 
  
Fran  
  
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>  
Sent: 24 July 2025 11:57 
To: Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot> 
Cc: Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
> 
Subject: NEXO Golf Championship 
  
Hi Colin, 
  
I have been engaging with Comms colleagues in relation to the contract position 
connected to Scotland hosting the NEXO Golf Championship in the coming weeks. 
section 30(b)(i) 
  
As things stand, VisitScotland have still not received a contract from the European 
Tour to enable them to go through due diligence and get an agreement in place, 
which is an issue in terms of being able to confirm things publicly. They are hoping 
this will happen in the coming days but don’t have a definitive timeline. We are 
working with VisitScotland and the European Tour on timescales and what's 
possible, even if the contract won't be signed. 
  
If your diary permits, we would be keen to have a call with you to discuss further 
today, and agree a way forward.  
  
Regards, 
 Redacted section 38(1)(b 
  
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
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|  Events Strategy, Policy and Engagement Team  |  Major Events Unit  |  Directorate for Culture and External 
Affairs | Scottish Government  |  2G South, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ |  email: Redacted section 
38(1)(b) 
  |  web: www.gov.scot  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.gov.scot/


Document 2 – Comms Announcement Email Trail – Clearance from FMPO – 
Confirmation is PR Issue 
 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>  
Sent: 25 July 2025 17:00 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; 
Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 
38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>; Communications First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TO CLEAR: VS funding for golf in Aberdeenshire 
 
Thanks, John. I’ll issue this to P&J now. 
 
Duty colleagues will issue wider tomorrow. 
 
Thanks, 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
News | Senior Media Manager 
First Minister Communications  
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
| Portfolio media enquiries: 0300 244 9022 
 

www.gov.scot/news  

 
From: John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 25 July 2025 16:58 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; 
Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 
38(1)(b) 

file:///C:/Users/U418604/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/0ZW4HE56/www.gov.scot/news


>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>; Communications First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: TO CLEAR: VS funding for golf in Aberdeenshire 
 
 Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
please issue on SpAd clearance. 
 
Very best wishes, 
 
John Webster 
 

 
From:   Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
> 
Sent: Friday, July 25, 2025 4:20 pm 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; 
Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 
38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>; Communications First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TO CLEAR: VS funding for golf in Aberdeenshire 
  
FMPO 
  
Please see below a minor amend in red following further feedback from the DP 
World Tour. 
  
Grateful if the First Minister could consider this version as soon as feasible. 
  
Thanks, 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
  
  
Nexo Championship to be held in Scotland 
  
The 2025 Nexo Championship on the DP World Tour is to be held in Aberdeenshire 
this August, supported by £180,000 of public funding, which will further raise the 
profile of the area as a leading tourism and golf destination. 
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Advanced negotiations are underway to ensure the funding from the Scottish 
Government’s tourism and events organisation, VisitScotland, will support delivery of 
this year’s event. It is expected the tournament, amongst others in the golfing 
calendar, will bring further opportunities to grow Scotland’s golf tourism market and 
strengthen Scotland’s number of golf venues capable of hosting globally renowned 
events. The tournament will also extend the length of the tourism season in 
Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire. 
  
The Nexo Championship will continue an exceptional summer of sporting events in 
Scotland, following successful delivery of the Orkney Island Games, Genesis 
Scottish Open, ISPS Handa Women’s Scottish Open and the Tall Ships Races 
festival, which was recently held in Aberdeen. 
  
Scotland is widely recognised as the Home of Golf and golf tourism is estimated to 
bring in economic value of £300 million per annum, supporting around 5000 jobs and 
approximately £150 million in GVA to the Scottish economy. 
  
First Minister John Swinney said: 
  
“I welcome the Nexo Championship being held at the Trump International Golf Links 
this August. 
   
“Scotland has long been recognised as a world-class host of major events. Golf and 
golf events are a key part of our national identity, supporting communities, driving 
economic growth, contributing to environmental sustainability across the country and 
promoting Scotland through global profile. 
  
“The Scottish Government recognises the importance and benefits of golf and golf 
events, including boosting tourism and our economy. As the Home of Golf, we have 
a long-standing track record of support and I am proud this funding will further 
enhance Aberdeenshire’s reputation as a leading golfing destination and I am 
hopeful of securing further golfing events in future years.” 
  
  
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
News | Senior Media Manager 
First Minister Communications 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Mobile: Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
| Portfolio media enquiries: 0300 244 9022 
  
www.gov.scot/news 
  
From:   Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
Sent: 25 July 2025 15:01 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; 
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DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; 
Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 
38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>; Communications First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: TO CLEAR: VS funding for golf in Aberdeenshire 
  
FMPO 
  
cc DFMPO, Minister for Business for awareness 
  
Please see below a draft proactive statement to issue exclusively to the P&J this 
afternoon and issued more widely tomorrow morning. 
  
This has been agreed with policy colleagues, SpAds and VisitScotland. The DP 
World Tour are aware of and content with the approach, and we have offered to 
share finalised lines with them in due course. 
  
Grateful if FMPO could advise as soon as feasible if the First Minister is content for 
the below to issue. 
  
Thanks, 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
  
Nexo Championship to be held in Scotland 
  
The 2025 Nexo Championship is to be held in Aberdeenshire this August, supported 
by £180,000 of public funding, which will further raise the profile of the area as a 
leading tourism and golf destination. 
  
Advanced negotiations are underway to ensure the funding from the Scottish 
Government’s tourism and events organisation, VisitScotland, will support delivery of 
this year’s event. It is expected the tournament, amongst others in the golfing 
calendar, will bring further opportunities to grow Scotland’s golf tourism market and 
strengthen Scotland’s number of golf venues capable of hosting globally renowned 
events. The tournament will also extend the length of the tourism season in 
Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire. 
  
The Nexo Championship will continue an exceptional summer of sporting events in 
Scotland, following successful delivery of the Orkney Island Games, Genesis 
Scottish Open, ISPS Handa Women’s Scottish Open and the Tall Ships Races 
festival, which was recently held in Aberdeen. 
  
Scotland is widely recognised as the Home of Golf and golf tourism is estimated to 
bring in economic value of £300 million per annum, supporting around 5000 jobs and 
approximately £150 million in GVA to the Scottish economy. 
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First Minister John Swinney said: 
  
“I welcome the Nexo Championship being held at the Trump International Golf Links 
this August. 
   
“Scotland has long been recognised as a world-class host of major events. Golf and 
golf events are a key part of our national identity, supporting communities, driving 
economic growth, contributing to environmental sustainability across the country and 
promoting Scotland through global profile. 
  
“The Scottish Government recognises the importance and benefits of golf and golf 
events, including boosting tourism and our economy. As the Home of Golf, we have 
a long-standing track record of support and I am proud this funding will further 
enhance Aberdeenshire’s reputation as a leading golfing destination and I am 
hopeful of securing further golfing events in future years.” 
  
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
News | Senior Media Manager 
First Minister Communications 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Mobile: Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
| Portfolio media enquiries: 0300 244 9022 
  
www.gov.scot/news 
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Document 3 - Comms Announcement Email Trail – Clearance from FM 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 25 July 2025 17:46 
To: Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross 
Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; 
Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>;  
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>; Communications First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TO CLEAR: VS funding for golf in Aberdeenshire 
 
FM has cleared – thanks. 
 
From: Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>  
Sent: 25 July 2025 17:06 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross 
Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; 
Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>;  
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>; Communications First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TO CLEAR: VS funding for golf in Aberdeenshire 
 
As far as I’m aware Colin cleared this so its fine to go thanks 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 25 July 2025 17:02 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; 
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Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 
38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>; Communications First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TO CLEAR: VS funding for golf in Aberdeenshire 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
Please issue on SpAd clearance. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>  
Sent: 25 July 2025 16:20 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; 
Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 
38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>; Communications First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TO CLEAR: VS funding for golf in Aberdeenshire 
 
FMPO 
 
Please see below a minor amend in red following further feedback from the DP 
World Tour.  
 
Grateful if the First Minister could consider this version as soon as feasible. 
 
Thanks, 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
 
Nexo Championship to be held in Scotland 
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The 2025 Nexo Championship on the DP World Tour is to be held in Aberdeenshire 
this August, supported by £180,000 of public funding, which will further raise the 
profile of the area as a leading tourism and golf destination. 
  
Advanced negotiations are underway to ensure the funding from the Scottish 
Government’s tourism and events organisation, VisitScotland, will support delivery of 
this year’s event. It is expected the tournament, amongst others in the golfing 
calendar, will bring further opportunities to grow Scotland’s golf tourism market and 
strengthen Scotland’s number of golf venues capable of hosting globally renowned 
events. The tournament will also extend the length of the tourism season in 
Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire. 
 
The Nexo Championship will continue an exceptional summer of sporting events in 
Scotland, following successful delivery of the Orkney Island Games, Genesis 
Scottish Open, ISPS Handa Women’s Scottish Open and the Tall Ships Races 
festival, which was recently held in Aberdeen. 
  
Scotland is widely recognised as the Home of Golf and golf tourism is estimated to 
bring in economic value of £300 million per annum, supporting around 5000 jobs and 
approximately £150 million in GVA to the Scottish economy.  
  
First Minister John Swinney said: 
  
“I welcome the Nexo Championship being held at the Trump International Golf Links 
this August. 
   
“Scotland has long been recognised as a world-class host of major events. Golf and 
golf events are a key part of our national identity, supporting communities, driving 
economic growth, contributing to environmental sustainability across the country and 
promoting Scotland through global profile.  
  
“The Scottish Government recognises the importance and benefits of golf and golf 
events, including boosting tourism and our economy. As the Home of Golf, we have 
a long-standing track record of support and I am proud this funding will further 
enhance Aberdeenshire’s reputation as a leading golfing destination and I am 
hopeful of securing further golfing events in future years.” 
 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
News | Senior Media Manager 
First Minister Communications  
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
| Portfolio media enquiries: 0300 244 9022 
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From: Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
Sent: 25 July 2025 15:01 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; 
DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; 
Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 
38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>; Communications First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: TO CLEAR: VS funding for golf in Aberdeenshire 
 
FMPO 
 
cc DFMPO, Minister for Business for awareness  
 
Please see below a draft proactive statement to issue exclusively to the P&J this 
afternoon and issued more widely tomorrow morning. 
 
This has been agreed with policy colleagues, SpAds and VisitScotland. The DP 
World Tour are aware of and content with the approach, and we have offered to 
share finalised lines with them in due course. 
 
Grateful if FMPO could advise as soon as feasible if the First Minister is content for 
the below to issue. 
 
Thanks, 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
Nexo Championship to be held in Scotland 

  
The 2025 Nexo Championship is to be held in Aberdeenshire this August, supported 
by £180,000 of public funding, which will further raise the profile of the area as a 
leading tourism and golf destination. 
  
Advanced negotiations are underway to ensure the funding from the Scottish 
Government’s tourism and events organisation, VisitScotland, will support delivery of 
this year’s event. It is expected the tournament, amongst others in the golfing 
calendar, will bring further opportunities to grow Scotland’s golf tourism market and 
strengthen Scotland’s number of golf venues capable of hosting globally renowned 
events. The tournament will also extend the length of the tourism season in 
Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire. 
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The Nexo Championship will continue an exceptional summer of sporting events in 
Scotland, following successful delivery of the Orkney Island Games, Genesis 
Scottish Open, ISPS Handa Women’s Scottish Open and the Tall Ships Races 
festival, which was recently held in Aberdeen. 
  
Scotland is widely recognised as the Home of Golf and golf tourism is estimated to 
bring in economic value of £300 million per annum, supporting around 5000 jobs and 
approximately £150 million in GVA to the Scottish economy.  
  
First Minister John Swinney said: 
  
“I welcome the Nexo Championship being held at the Trump International Golf Links 
this August. 
   
“Scotland has long been recognised as a world-class host of major events. Golf and 
golf events are a key part of our national identity, supporting communities, driving 
economic growth, contributing to environmental sustainability across the country and 
promoting Scotland through global profile.  
  
“The Scottish Government recognises the importance and benefits of golf and golf 
events, including boosting tourism and our economy. As the Home of Golf, we have 
a long-standing track record of support and I am proud this funding will further 
enhance Aberdeenshire’s reputation as a leading golfing destination and I am 
hopeful of securing further golfing events in future years.” 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
News | Senior Media Manager 
First Minister Communications  
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
| Portfolio media enquiries: 0300 244 9022 
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Document 4 – Comms Announcement – Email and Reactive Lines Attachments 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>  
Sent: 25 July 2025 18:33 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>; Communications Duty Box <CommunicationsDutyBox@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 
38(1)(b) 
>; Communications First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; 
Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; 
Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Erin Mckee <Erin.Mckee@gov.scot>; 
Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot> 
Cc: Frances Pacitti <Frances.Pacitti@gov.scot>; Rachael Mckechnie 
<Rachael.Mckechnie@gov.scot>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
> 
Subject: Nexo Championship - VS funding - reactive lines 
 
Hello all 
 
Please find attached proposed reactive lines for use over the weekend. The first 
attachment contains Scottish Government lines (in Q&A format) and the second 
contains VisitScotland’s reactive lines, for information. 
 
There are several officials who should be available to contact if required over the 
weekend, as follows: 
Saturday 
Me. I’ll be onsite at the Women’s Scottish Open, so should be well placed to engage 
stakeholders (signal permitting). Numbers for me are  Redacted section 38(1)(b)  – I’m 

giving both personal and work numbers given connectivity issues in the last couple 
of days. 
 Redacted section 38(1)(b) 

• . 

• Fran Pacitti – 07 Redacted section 38(1)(b)  . 
Sunday 

• Me. 

• Fran. 

• Rachael McKechnie – 07 Redacted section 38(1)(b)  . 
 
I hope that’s all ok for now, but please let me know if you need anything further. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
 Redacted section 38(1)(b) 



  |  Major Events Division  |  Scottish Government  |  Mob:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
 
 
Attachment Nexo Championship – SG Reactive Lines 

 
Why is golf important to Scotland? 
 
Golf is important to Scotland’s economy, culture and reputation. We have more than 
550 golf courses, host world-renowned events and enjoy the benefits from a thriving 
golf tourism sector. 
  
Golf events and golf tourism bring significant economic benefits to Scotland. The 
economic value of golf tourism for the Scottish economy is approximately £300 million 
per annum, around 5000 jobs and approximately £150 million in GVA. 
 
Why are golf events important to Scotland? 
 
Scotland has an exceptionally strong portfolio of golf events, including The R&A’s major 
championships and our annual national Opens. These events help maintain our 
worldwide reputation as the ‘Home of Golf’. 
 
Our golf events deliver significant benefits, including economically. The ten stagings of 
The Open in Scotland since 2005 have generated total economic benefit of £1.36 
billion. This includes a total economic impact of £87.3 million from the 152nd Open in 
2024 in Troon, Ayrshire, attended by more than 258,000 people. 
 
Why has public funding gone to the Nexo Championship? 
 
The Scottish Government is delighted that the Nexo Championship on the DP World 
Tour will take place in Scotland. We commend VisitScotland for their role in supporting 
the event, and hope further golf events will come to Scotland, the Home of Golf. We are 
also grateful to Trump International Golf Links for agreeing to host. 
 
It is appropriate for public funding to support golf events, given the benefits they deliver 
for Scotland, economically and reputationally. The Scottish Government has a funding 
relationship with a range of golf events in Scotland, including our annual national 
Opens and The R&A’s major championships, including The Open.  
 
If asked about the choice of venue for the Nexo Championship: 
The Nexo Championship is an event on the DP World Tour and it is at their discretion to 
select venues for their events. The Scottish Government and VisitScotland are not 
involved in the decision-making process.  
 
We are proud to support our golf events given the wide-ranging and significant socio-
economic benefits they deliver for Scotland. 
 



Are you giving money to Trump International? 
 
VisitScotland is in negotiation with DP Word Tour and their investment would be to the 
DP World Tour for delivery of the Nexo Championship. Trump International Golf Links 
will be an exceptional venue for the event, and will have infrastructure in place having 
held a Legends Tour event the week before the Nexo Championship.  
 
Is this related to President Trump’s visit to Scotland?  
 
The event is scheduled by the DP World Tour and was always intended to take place in 
August. Discussions between VisitScotland and the DP World Tour began in June 2025 
following the DP World Tour announcement in May 2025 that the event would be part of 
this year’s global schedule. 
 
Is this part of a wider trade negotiation?  
 
The US remains one of Scotland’s key export markets, but support for the Nexo 
Championship is unrelated to any wider trade negotiations. This is part of an ongoing 
events and marketing strategy successfully managed by VisitScotland. 
 
Attachment Nexo Championship – VS Reactive Lines  
 

Are you supporting the Nexo Championship taking place at Trump International 
Golf Links? 
Pre-contract 
We are in discussions with the DP World Tour to support this year’s Nexo 
Championship. 
Signed contract  
We are supporting the Nexo Championship, part of the DP World Tour. 
Are you working with The Trump Organisation? 
We work with a wide range and an extensive variety of tourism and event businesses as 
part of our efforts to grow the visitor economy. Our work with Trump International Golf 
Links relates to its role as the host venue for the Nexo Championship, which we are 
supporting as part of our portfolio of golf events this year, through EventScotland, part 
of VisitScotland. 
Why is VisitScotland considering supporting/supporting this event? 
Scotland has long been recognised as a world-class host of major events. Golf and golf 
events are a key part of our national identity, supporting communities, driving economic 
growth, contributing to environmental sustainability across the country and promoting 
Scotland through global profile opportunities.  
Supporting the Nexo Championship is another opportunity to add to an already exciting 
summer of golf events and reinforces our reputation as the home of golf. It brings clear 
benefits to the North East, helping boost tourism, supporting local businesses and 
showcasing the region.  
Our support of the event also aligns with the national events strategy, Scotland the 
Perfect Stage 2024 – 2035, aligning with key pillars including international profile and 
delivering economic impact. 



What are you funding? 
VisitScotland has been close partners of the DP World Tour for many years, working 
together to deliver long term economic benefits from staging professional golf 
tournaments in the country.  
Our funding will support the staging of the event, which in turn will provide Scotland 
with a global platform to showcase its credentials as one of the world’s premier golf 
tourism and events destinations. 
 
Have you supported this event before? 
 We have not supported this event previously.  
 
How did your support of this event come about?  
We have an ongoing relationship with the DP World Tour. Following the announcement 
in May that the event was coming to Aberdeen, they approached us about supporting 
the event, given its alignment with key pillars in the national events strategy, Scotland 
the Perfect Stage 2024 – 2035.  
When did discussions begin? 
Discussions began in June 2025 following the DP World Tour announcement in May 
2025 that the event would be part of this year’s global schedule. 
Who is receiving the investment? 
Our support is going directly to the DP World Tour for the delivery of the Nexo 
Championships.  
Has the event been held in Scotland before? 
The Championship was last played in Scotland in October 2020 at Fairmont St 
Andrews.  
 
If pushed on location choice 
The selection of the host venue for the Nexo Championship was the decision of the DP 
World Tour.  
Why are you supporting another golf event rather than cultural event? 
EventScotland, part of VisitScotland works in partnership with the events sector to 
produce a portfolio of events and festivals to deliver sustainable impact and profile for 
Scotland.   
We have a diverse portfolio of sporting, cultural and business events that take place 
across the country and through the year. This portfolio approach is central to the 
national events strategy, with the successful model ensuring a variety of large and 
small, free and paid, recurring and one-off, events of various types identified and 
supported. It helps ensure a balanced programme and a thriving sector. 
  



Document 5 – Comms Announcement – Comms Clearance 

 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>  
Sent: 25 July 2025 14:37 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
> 
Cc:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
> 
Subject: RE: URGENT CLEARANCE - golf statement 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
 
Happy with that. 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 

Deputy Head of News 
Scottish Government, St Andrews House 
E  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
M:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
 
 
From:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>  
Sent: 25 July 2025 14:31 
To:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
>;  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
> 
Cc:  Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
> 
Subject: URGENT CLEARANCE - golf statement 
 
Hi – the below is due to issue to P&J asap following SpAd clearance. Can you 
please check for news review? 
 
Thanks  
 
Nexo Championship to be held in Scotland 

  



The 2025 Nexo Championship is to be held in Aberdeenshire this August, supported 
by £180,000 of public funding, which will further raise the profile of the area as a 
leading tourism and golf destination. 
  
Advanced negotiations are underway to ensure the funding from the Scottish 
Government’s tourism and events organisation, VisitScotland, will support delivery of 
this year’s event. It is expected the tournament, amongst others in the golfing 
calendar, will bring further opportunities to grow Scotland’s golf tourism market, 
extend the length of the tourism season in Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire and 
strengthen Scotland’s number of golf venues capable of hosting globally renowned 
events. 
  
The Nexo Championship will continue an exceptional summer of sporting events in 
Scotland, following successful delivery of the Orkney Island Games, Genesis 
Scottish Open, ISPS Handa Women’s Scottish Open and The Tall Ships Races, 
which was recently held in Aberdeen. 
  
Scotland is widely recognised as the Home of Golf and golf tourism is estimated to 
bring in economic value of £300 million per annum, supporting around 5000 jobs and 
approximately £150 million in GVA to the Scottish economy.  
  
First Minister John Swinney said: 
  
“I welcome the Nexo Championship being held at the Trump International Golf Links 
this August. 
   
“Scotland has long been recognised as a world-class host of major events. Golf and 
golf events are a key part of our national identity, supporting communities, driving 
economic growth, contributing to environmental sustainability across the country and 
promoting Scotland through global profile.  
  
“The Scottish Government recognises the importance and benefits of golf and golf 
events, including boosting tourism and our economy. We have a long-standing track 
record of support and I am proud this funding will further enhance Aberdeenshire’s 
reputation as a leading golfing destination and I am hopeful of securing further 
events in the future.” 
 
 
Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
News | Senior Media Manager 
First Minister Communications  
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: Redacted section 38(1)(b) 
| Portfolio media enquiries: 0300 244 9022 
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