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13 February 2024  
 
Dear  
 
REQUEST TO EXTEND THE IMPLEMENTATION PERIOD OF THE EXTANT SECTION 
36 CONSENT FOR BEAW FIELD WIND FARM, YELL, SHETLAND ISLANDS. 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 8 November 2023 on behalf of Beaw Field Shetland 
Limited, requesting to extend the implementation period of the consent granted under 
section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 (“the Act”) for Beaw Field Wind Farm within the 
Shetland Islands Council (“the Planning Authority”) planning authority area. 
 
Scottish Ministers acknowledge that in April 2023, Peel NRE Wind Farms (Yell) Limited 
was wholly acquired by Statkraft UK Ltd and the company name was changed to Beaw 
Field Shetland Limited, registered office address as 19th Floor 22 Bishopsgate, London, 
United Kingdom, EC2N 4BQ, with company number remaining as 07551084.  
 
Scottish Ministers note Beaw Field Shetland Limited (“the Company”) will be taking Beaw 
Field Wind Farm through construction and operation. 
 
Background  
 
The Section 36 consent  
 
The section 36 consent dated 30 November 2017 was in favour of Peel Wind Farms (Yell) 
Limited which changed its name to Peel NRE Wind Farms (Yell) Limited with company 
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number remaining the same (07551084). The section 36 consent required the 
development to commence by 30th November 2022. 

Extension to the implementation date for the section 36 consent dated 17 November 2017. 

On 20 June 2022 Scottish Ministers granted a request by Peel NRE Wind Farms (Yell) 
Limited to extend the implementation period of the section 36 consent to 30 November 
2024. However, the provisions within the Electricity Act and the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997 did not allow the Scottish Ministers to extend the duration of the 
deemed planning permission granted alongside the section 36 consent, therefore the 
deemed planning permission issued with the section 36 consent would lapse on the 30 
November 2022. Officials noted at that time it was Peel NRE Wind Farms (Yell) Limited 
intention to prepare an application to vary the Section 36 consent, wishing to extend the 
operational life of the Beaw Field Wind farm from 25 years to 40 years and seek a direction 
that a new deemed planning permission be granted.  

Both the Section 36 Consent and Extension to the implementation date decision 
documents can be viewed at  Scottish Government - Energy Consents Unit reference 
ECU0003121. 

Application under section 36C of The Electricity Act 1989 to vary the consent granted 
under Section 36 on 30 November 2017   

Peel NRE Wind Farms (Yell) Limited subsequently submitted an application, accompanied 
by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIA Report), which sought to vary the 
section 36 consent, requesting the following amendments to the section 36 consent: an 
extension to the implementation date and extension of the operational period from 25 years 
to 40 years. They also sought a direction under section 57(2) of the Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 that a new deemed planning permission be granted. 

For reasons set out in their determination letter dated 10 February 2023, Scottish Ministers 
saw no additional justification set out in the Variation Application, for further extending the 
implementation date of the section 36 consent beyond 30 November 2024. Scottish 
Minister granted a new deemed planning permission with a condition that the Development 
must be begun not later than 30 November 2024 in alignment with the period of 
implementation of the section 36 consent.  

The variation application and decision documents can be viewed at  Scottish Government 
- Energy Consents Unit reference ECU0004520.

The Scottish Ministers Considerations 

Condition 2 of the section 36 consent (as varied on 10 February 2023) states: 

Commencement of Development 

(1) Development shall be commenced no later than 30 November 2024 or such other
period as the Scottish Ministers may hereafter direct in writing.
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(2) Written confirmation of the intended date of Commencement of Development shall be 
provided to the Planning Authority and the Scottish Ministers no later than one calendar 
month before that date. 
 
Reason: To allow the Planning Authority and Scottish Ministers to monitor compliance with 
obligations attached to this consent and deemed planning permission as appropriate 
 
In your letter of 8 November 2023, on behalf of the Company, you request the 
implementation period be extended to 30 November 2026. The primary reason noted for 
the request is due to the currently expected grid energisation date of April 2027, being 
delayed until 2028. It is noted, on this basis, the Company would expect to commence 
construction in 2026. 
 
The Scottish Ministers Considerations 
 
Scottish Ministers acknowledge that the section 36 consent requires the development to 
be commenced by 30 November 2024. 
 
You may wish to note that provisions within the Electricity Act and the Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act do not allow for the Scottish Ministers to extend the duration of the 
deemed planning permission associated with the section 36 consent, unless by way of an 
application under section 36C. Therefore, the current deemed planning permission, 
granted with the Section 36 consent, will lapse on 30 November 2024.  
 
Scottish Ministers consider it appropriate to afford an extension of the commencement of 
development of the Section 36 consent to 30 November 2026.  
 
Scottish Ministers are satisfied that an extension of the Section 36 commencement period 
is in accordance with national energy policies and affords every opportunity for the project 
to provide a valuable contribution to the Scottish Government’s net zero targets.  
 
Decision 
 
Scottish Ministers hereby direct that for the purposes of condition 2 of the Beaw Field Wind 
Farm section 36 consent, that Commencement of Development must be no later than 30 
November 2026.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

  
 

    
For and on behalf of the Scottish Ministers 
A member of staff of the Scottish Government 
 
c.c: Shetland Islands Council development.management@shetland.gov.uk 
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