


 

Application for Permission to Fell Growing Trees
Reference Number:  FPA-11580

 

 

Part 1 - Trees to be Felled
Property Details
Name of Property: Tolquhonie
Plantation                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Name of Wood: Plot 18     
Grid Reference (of centre of principle Felling Area): NH917240    
Nearest Town or Locality Name : Carrbridge                                                         
Local Authority : Highland Council

Part 2 – Felling Operations
Please provide detailed information about the proposed felling operations.
When do you wish to start felling?  Tue, 01 Oct 2024  
When do you wish to finish felling? Thu, 01 Oct 2026          

Table 1: Felling Operations

Felling
Site/Cpt

Type Of
Operation

Species to be
Felled

Marking Of
Trees

Est. Area
(ha)

Approx Age
(years)

No of
Trees

Est Volume
(m3)

Tolquhonie
Plantation

T - Thinning Scots pine - 2.00 35 - 30.00

 

Total Thinning Area(ha)  2.00 ha

Thinning Representation:  Volume to be removed

 

Note: Operations in Table 1 represent the total felling to be carried out within the approval period and not
approval per year.

Felling Notes
As a plantation, it is dominated by scots pine and of limited biodiversity. No historic thinning has been carried out on this plot, or immediately
adjacent small plots,
due to fragmented historic ownership. With congestion, a significant % of self-seeded scots pine is affecting the standing strength and the long-
term quality of the
woodland. The level of thinning applied for is just 6m3 per acre (average) at 30m3, aiming to improve stand stability and biodiversity, with a
sensitive approach.
Marked trees will be carefully checked for any signs of habitat/nesting, and timing chosen to avoid disruption. Operations will be done by hand.
Forestry tracks and access are favourable. This plot of 5 acres is set among 200 acres of historically un-managed plantation, created in the mid-
1970s. Just north is
a 200+ acre managed scots pine plantation section, formerly of common ownership, that has been substantially thinned by Scottish Woodlands.
The nearest neighbour at Dalbuaick farm is supportive of woodland management plans. The risk of disruption to any 3rd parties is considered
negligible; no known
concerns or hazards to any other stakeholders. The plot is surrounded by woodland, making up just 2.5% of the plantation.
Cairngorm Woodlands Ltd has purchased this plot to preserve it as forestry, seeking to promote biodiversity and stand stability. Thinning and some
restocking with
native species will help achieve these aims while also mitigating the risks of storm damage and drought stress.
Please see the attached photographs of plantation tree density and limited diversity. Larger healthier trees will be retained. All work will be
completed by hand, inspecting trees carefully to avoid wildlife disruption.
This mono-crop plantation has been unmanaged for decades and is thick with self-seeded scots pine. Cairngorm Woodlands would like to begin
thinning the weakest pine trees to allow the larger healthier trees to thrive.
Relieving congestion will improve standing strength and biodiversity. Natural regeneration will be encouraged in small clearings. We would like to
encourage more flora and fauna diversity; bees, birds, bats, and insects in the local area in particular. Native wildflowers can be seeded in small
clearings, verges and where light is improved. Bat and bird boxes will be installed.
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Rotten or dead wood will be piled for insect/mammal/bird habitation.
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Part 3 – Proposed Restocking
We normally expect the area felled to be restocked unless you are only thinning. Under the Forestry and Land Management (Scotland) Act 2018,
we attach a continuing condition to the Permission to secure restocking. We will discuss these conditions with you and will require your formal
agreement to the conditions before we issue the Permission. With reference to the Felling operations table (Part 2), please provide information
about your proposal for restocking each area where felling is taking place. You should show these proposals on a map.

 

Not Applicable for this Permission.
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Part 4 – Tree Preservation Orders and/or Conservation Areas
If a Tree Preservation Order is in force or if the trees are in a Conservation Area (under the Town and Country Planning Acts), you must either
confirm that none of these applies, or give details below:
 
TPO/Conservation Area : 
Description : 
Local Authority :
Order Made By :  
Title of Order : 
Date of Order : 
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To: @forestry.gov.scot>
Subject: Re: Tolquhonie Woods - measure of felled trees (FPA-11580)
 
Dear ,
 
I hope you are enjoying the stunning autumn sunshine.
 
Have you a sense of how long FS will need to make a decision on the outstanding
thinning application for the CGW plot within Dalbuaick Plantation at Carrbridge?
 
It is worth noting an error in the location name on record. It should be Dalbuaick
Forest, rather than Tolquohonie. There has been a mistake on the application form
(and Google Maps), that has come to light recently, with reference to historical
records, and speaking with Scottish Woodlands. It is important to distinguish the
200 acre Dalbuaick Plantation with the Tolquohonie Plantation - some 400 acres
of open canopy forest to the north. 
 
Tolquohonie is overseen by Scottish Woodlands Ltd. Both sites have been mixed
up, and Baddengorm Plantation too. All 3 forests we're part of the original Seafield
Estate. The title deeds are a mess and it is just getting tidied up now. My
apologies for this.
 
Grateful for your thoughts on this.
 
Best wishes,
 

 
On behalf of Cairngorm Woodlands Ltd 
 
On Wed, 12 Jun 2024, 15:38 , < @forestry.gov.scot> wrote:

Dear ,
Firstly, many thanks for your time on the call today.
 
To confirm I have put the thinning application for Tolquhonie Woods (FPA-
11580) on temporary hold. This is not in anyway a presumption (or prejudice)
against future approval to thin the wood.
 
Due to the removal of trees on site for development (noting currently disputed)
or space for the activity in the woods, we need to confirm that the volume and
timing of removal do not constitute an unauthorised felling, I appreciate your
update today that the felling was within the exemptions.
 
The method by which we carry out this assessment is a measure of felled timber
or an estimate of volume/area using the measurement of similar adjacent
crops/trees. This work is part of our regulatory role in terms of the Forestry and
Land Management (Scotland) Act 2018, see here for more information Scottish
Forestry - Felling permissions and Scottish Forestry - Unauthorised felling.
 
My colleague Jonathan will lead the measure and be on site, you mentioned that
the stages of the felling can be seen in the age of the firewood on site. It would





Communications with the Scottish Government and Scottish Forestry may be monitored
or recorded in order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect
those of the Scottish Government or Scottish Forestry.

***********************************************************************
****************************

 
*****************************************************************
****************************
This email has been received from an external party and has been swept for the
presence of computer viruses.
*****************************************************************
***************************
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Regards

 
From: @rspb.org.uk> 
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2024 2:21 PM
To: @forestry.gov.scot>
Cc: @rspb.org.uk>
Subject: Felling Application Tolquhonie FPA-11580
 
Hi 
 
A felling application in Tolquhonie woods has been highlighted to me but I can’t find it on the
Public Register.  Do you have a link to a map where I can see the location please and respond
accordingly please?
 
Regards

 

Capercaillie Advisory Officer

RSPB Scotland
I work from home in the Cairngorms National Park Monday to
Thursday
Tel:  

 
 

This email and any attachments may contain material that is confidential, subject to copyright and intended for the
addressee only. If you are not the named recipient you must not use, disclose, reproduce, copy or distribute the
contents of this communication. If you have received this in error, please contact the sender and then delete this email
from your system. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity in England and Wales no.
207076 and in Scotland no. SC037654. 

The RSPB is committed to maintaining your data privacy. We promise to keep your details safe and will never sell them
on to third parties. To find out more about how we use your information please read our online Privacy Policy:
 
*****************************************************************
****************************
This email has been received from an external party and has been swept for the
presence of computer viruses.
*****************************************************************
***************************
 

*****************************************************************
************************************

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) may contain
confidential or privileged information and  is intended solely for the attention of the
addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any part of
this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email,



remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government and Scottish Forestry may be monitored or
recorded in order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect
those of the Scottish Government or Scottish Forestry.

*************************************************************************
**************************

This email and any attachments may contain material that is confidential, subject to copyright and intended for the
addressee only. If you are not the named recipient you must not use, disclose, reproduce, copy or distribute the
contents of this communication. If you have received this in error, please contact the sender and then delete this email
from your system. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity in England and Wales no.
207076 and in Scotland no. SC037654. 

The RSPB is committed to maintaining your data privacy. We promise to keep your details safe and will never sell them
on to third parties. To find out more about how we use your information please read our online Privacy Policy:
 
*****************************************************************
****************************
This email has been received from an external party and has been swept for the
presence of computer viruses.
*****************************************************************
***************************
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Cc: ; "
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Date: 30 September 2024 12:04:00
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Hi 
Thank you for responding.
Regards

 
From: @cairngorms.co.uk> 
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2024 11:43 AM
To: @forestry.gov.scot>
Cc: @forestry.gov.scot>; 

@cairngorms.co.uk>
Subject: RE: Thinning Application at Tolquhonie
 
Hello ,
 
Thanks for flagging this up and consulting the Park Authority.
 
As you know there’s an ongoing Planning enforcement at this same site that is
dealing with.
 
In terms of the thinning application though, other than potential impact on nearby
Capercaillie which I know Helen Gray at RSPB has already commented on, we don’t
have any specific comments to make.
 
With kind regards,
 

 
 

Woodland Advisor
 
M: 
E: f @cairngorms.co.uk
 
Usual working hours: 
 

 



Read our plan for the future: cairngorms.co.uk/PartnershipPlan
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
From: @forestry.gov.scot < @forestry.gov.scot> 
Sent: 06 September 2024 13:30
To: @cairngorms.co.uk>
Cc: @forestry.gov.scot
Subject: Thinning Application at Tolquhonie
 
 
Hi 
 
I’ve been asked by our operations manager to consult CNPA on an application for
thinning at Tolquhonie woodland near Carrbridge, see details attached.
 
Please respond by the 4th October if you have any comments.
 
Thanks.
 
Regards

---------------------

Woodland Officer

Scottish Forestry
Highland and Islands Conservancy
Fodderty Way | Dingwall | IV15 9XB

Mob 
@forestry.gov.scot

 
Website: forestry.gov.scot
Twitter: @scotforestry
 

 
 

BRAVE values are the roots that underpin Scottish Forestry, to create a workplace where our staff,
and the people we work with, feel valued, supported and respected.
Be professional, Respect others, Act with honesty and integrity, Value teamwork and collaboration
and Encourage innovation and creativity.

 







 
 

 

 

Page 2 

Habitats Regulations Appraisal  
 

Details of the forestry proposal: 
Name: FPA-11580 Dalbuaick Plantation 
 
Location: Dalbuaick Plantation, plot 18 ( ), Nr Carrbridge 
 
Applicant:   
 
Reference:  FPA-11580 
 
Description of proposal: Thinning of Scots Pine  
 
Operations (inc. timing): Light thing of sub dominant Scots Pine at 6m3 per acre (average) at 30m3, aiming 
to improve stand stability and biodiversity, with a sensitive approach. 
Marked trees will be carefully checked for any signs of habitat/nesting, and timing chosen to avoid 
disruption. Operations will be done by hand. Timing and mitigations as per below AA. 

 
1. Is the proposal directly connected with or necessary to site management for nature 
conservation?    

Give a YES or NO conclusion in terms of whether the plan or project is considered directly connected with or 
necessary to site management for nature conservation. 
  
No 

 
2. Is the proposal (either alone or in combination with other plans or projects) likely to 
have a significant effect on the site?   

Abernethy Forest SPA: 
The proposal is likely to have a significant effect on Capercaillie of/or connected to Abernethy Forest SPA 
 
Kinveachy Forest SPA: 
The proposal is likely to have a significant effect on Capercaillie of/or connected to Kinveachy Forest SPA 
 
Ospery and Crossbill are qualifying features, however Naturescot response relates only to Capercaillie, the two 
other species are scoped out of this HRA. 
 
The following aspects of Thinning of Scots Pine at Dalbuaick Plantation, plot 18 re. FPA-11580 have been 
identified as giving rise to likely significant effects on the qualifying species, namely Capercaillie, of both the 
Abernethy Forest and Kinveachy Forest SPA and have been subject to appropriate assessment, below. 

 
3. Can it be ascertained that the proposal will not adversely affect the integrity of the 
site? 
 
3.1 Reasoned appraisal against the conservation objectives of the site: 

Capercaillie has been highlighted as a sensitivity on this site by Naturescot  (07/10/24) and RSPB (24/09/24) 
 
The wider forest complex has a recorded Capercaillie Lek site (Approx.  from the thinning site)  and there are 
records of Capercaillie broods and hens during the breeding season. 
 
Felling of trees can remove important habitat and the operations could disturb birds during the breeding and non-
breeding season. This loss of habitat and disturbance could impact on the local population and the connected 
SPA’s 
 
Mitigations 

• This is a light thinning of the woodland and is likely to benefit capercaillie by increasing light levels and 
hence the vigour of any blaeberry present 

 
• Operations will be by hand and not involve harvester/forwarder. 

 





 
Scottish Forestry

Highland and Islands Conservancy
Woodlands

Fodderty Way
Dingwall

IV15 9XB

0300 067 6950
highland.cons@forestry.gov.scot

Conservator: John Risby

  

Cairngorm Woodlands Ltd
London
N1 1BJ

07-Jan-2025

Dear   

Felling Permission Application (Forestry and Land Management (Scotland) Act 2018)
Case Reference: FPA-11580
Property Name: The Dalbuaick Plantation

I refer to your application referenced above and I now enclose the approved Felling Permission. If you are an agent receiving
this Felling Permission on behalf of the owner, you are obliged to forward a copy to the owner for their retention.
 

We approved your application on the basis that we consider it has addressed all known issues relating to the application
area, and demonstrates sustainable forest management in line with the principles of the UK Forestry Standard

Please note the felling approval period associated with this Felling Permission. If felling has not been completed by the end of
this period, a new permission will be required.
 
If this application has been approved with conditions, and you do not agree with the stated conditions, then you may appeal
our decision for these under section 68 of the Act.  For more information please see our website or contact the issuing office.
 
Yours sincerely

Admin Officer
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Part 2: Conditions
 
1. Site Preparation Conditions

 Not applicable for this Permission.

2. Restocking Conditions

 
Restocking not applicable for this Permission 

3. Maintenance Conditions
 
Maintenance conditions not applicable for this Permission

4. Other Conditions

All felling / thinning carried out under this Permission will be planned and implemented within the scope of the UK Forestry
Standard. 

5. Additional Conditions

All operations associated with this Felling Permission must be undertaken in accordance with the details provided to inform the
appended Habitats Regulation Appraisal (HRA) and / or in line with any conditions detailed in the HRA.

Permission approved by:    Dunstan Cribb Ops - Operations Manager            Date:  20-Dec-2024

Scottish Forestry
Highland and Islands Conservancy
Woodlands
Fodderty Way
Dingwall
IV15 9XB

0300 067 6950
highland.cons@forestry.gov.scot
Conservator: John Risby

3/7



Additional Notes:

1. If a Tree Preservation Order is placed on any of the trees after this felling permission is issued, the consent of the Local
Authority must be obtained before they are felled.
 

2. Others involved with the felling should be told about this felling permission e.g. by giving a copy of the permission and
map to the person felling the trees.  If the land is sold, the new owner should also be told about this felling permission.
 

3. Please refer to the agreed routes for timber haulage.  The agreed routes map can be viewed on the Timber Transport
Forum website (http://timbertransportforum.org.uk/).   As many routes are subject to consultation or restrictions you
should discuss and agree your haulage plans (routes and volumes) with the local authority in advance of commencing
operations.
 

4. Under the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 as amended by the Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Act
2011, anyone planning, permitting or carrying out forest operations or other activities in woodlands should be aware of
their wildlife protection responsibilities.
 

5. Under the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003, anyone planning, permitting, or carrying out
forest operations or other activities in woodlands should be aware of their responsibilities for the protection and
improvement of water quality and aquatic ecosystems. See http://www.forestrywaterscotland.com/for more information.
 

6. Phytophthora ramorum
Risk Reduction Zone (RRZ) and sites within 10km of a ‘live’ infection site in the Priority Action Zone (PAZ)*

All felling of larch within the Risk Reduction Zone (RRZ) and on sites within 10km of a ‘live’* infection site in the Priority
Action Zone (PAZ) must be managed as if the larch were infected with Phytophthora ramorum.

*A ‘live’ infection site in the PAZ, is where the Statutory Plant Health Notice (SPHN) felling has not been completed or
completion was within the last 12 months.

Risk Reduction Zone
If the larch is in the RRZ but in an area known to be free from infection** and you wish to treat the larch as being
uninfected, the local Conservancy Office must inspect the stand and confirm the absence of symptoms of Phytophthora
ramorum when the trees are fully in needle. The Conservancy will state the felling period covered by the inspection,
which will be either the end of August, or the end of February, following the inspection.

** Free from infection is classed as being at least 10 km from a known infection site, as shown on the ‘Outbreak Update
Map’ on the Scottish Forestry website.

7. 
Forestry can be dangerous.  The Forest Industry is working together to raise the standards of health, safety and welfare
in the work place.  More information can be found at: http://www.ukfisa.com/
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1. Felling Permission Ref No(s) or Statutory Plant Health Notice (SPHN) number Date Approved           

FPA-11580 Fri, 20 Dec 2024

UK Timber Regulation
Due Diligence checklist for timber grown in Great Britain
 
This document is intended to help meet the obligations placed on "operators” to undertake a risk assessment when placing timber or timber
products on the market, as defined under UK legislation governing timber legality. It outlines the risk factors associated with timber grown in
Great Britain (see overleaf).

The details of the timber species, timber volume etc. are listed on the Felling Permission or Forest Plan.
 
Evidence of Lawful Harvesting

  

(If the recipient of the felling permission, or SPHN is felling the timber but not directly placing it on the market then the due diligence form
must be passed to the agent or company who are doing so).
 
OR

2. Forest Management Plan Ref No (s) Date Approved

   

 

Dunstan Cribb Ops Date: 

Operations Manager, Scottish Forestry Fri, 20 Dec 2024

3. In absence of felling permission, or SPHN or forest plan:

Where the timber came from :

Name & Address of Supplier/Land Owner:
 

Reason the timber does not derive from an approved felling permission or a forest plan:

 

 Certification: If the timber is independently certified enter the certificate number below:

 

Additional Risk Factors: If there are any factors (not covered overleaf) that indicate a risk that the timber could be illegally harvested, enter
these below with an explanation of how that risk has been mitigated.

Factor Means of Mitigation

 
 

 
 

 
 

Declaration by the operator: I declare that the timber referred to above is grown in Great Britain. I have identified any additional risk factors
and the action taken to mitigate that risk, and I have no reason to believe that there are further risks of the timber being illegal.
 
Signed:
  
Dated:
 
Further guidance on timber regulations can be found at: 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-timber-imports-and-exports-from-1-january-2021
 

 

The timber described overleaf was produced from forests in Scotland, part of Great Britain, where the following risk factors apply.
 
1. Illegality - Forests in Scotland are regulated by Scottish Forestry, an executive agency of the Scottish Government. The incidence of
illegal felling in Scotland is low, estimated at much less than 1% of the timber volume harvested.
 
2. Governance - Great Britain is ranked highly for good governance in independent assessments, such as The Worldwide Governance
Indicators project (funded by The World Bank). Moreover forestry proposals in Great Britain are available for comment and Great Britain is
well served by bodies from civil-society that contribute specialist knowledge and opinion to the assessment of forestry proposals.
 
3. International Perspective - There is no UN Security Council ban on timber exports from Great Britain and Great Britain is not associated
with or designated as a source of 'conflict timber', both of which are key international indicators of illegality.
 
4. Forest Regulation - Scotland has specific forest laws (principally, The Forestry and Land Management (Scotland) Act 2018) which convey
powers to regulate forestry activities, control felling, administer woodland grants and to manage state forests.   The Forestry Commission
issued a revised UK Forestry Standard (UKFS) in 2017 which provides a benchmark against which forestry is regulated and is explicit in
terms of legal requirements and the assurances of legality and sustainability that can be given by the process of forest regulation.  Scottish
Forestry are the competent authority with respect to Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017.   The
Forestry Commission reports on behalf of the United Kingdom the sustainability of UK/Great Britain forests in the Global Forest Resources
Assessment and Forest Europe indicators and compiles annual statistical information. Scottish Forestry contributes to this reporting. These
various sources of information indicate that forests in Scotland, part of Great Britain/UK, are managed on a sustainable basis.
 
5. Endangered Timber Species - There are no endangered timber species present in Great Britain.
 
6. Assessment of UK grown timber by the certification schemes - The two major international certification schemes, FSC and PEFC, have
assessed Great Britain as being of low risk in terms of their "Controlled Wood" and "Avoidance of Controversial Sources" respectively.  This
allows up to 30% of non-certified home grown timber to enter supply chains. Approximately 80% of timber coming to the market in Great
Britain has been independently certified as coming from well managed forests.   This is in addition to the regulatory processes outlined
above.
 
Notes for completion of form
 
The person who first places timber / timber products on the market or uses them is defined as an ‘Operator’ under the Regulation:
 
If you are a landowner, harvesting and selling the trees, then complete this form and keep it with the felling permission/forest plan or other
details (as appropriate) together with details of the contract for sale of the timber.
 
If you are buying the timber 'standing' and harvesting the trees, then complete this form, ask for a copy of the felling permission or forest
plan approval from the owner and keep this form together with details of the contract for purchase of the timber.

It is important to keep a record for at least 5 years, as required by the legislation, of timber sales and purchases.
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Felling Map(s)
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Schedule of documents - EIR Case Number: 202500480448 
Email attachments listed as Document No Xa, Xb, Xc. 
 

Doc. 
No  

Date  Brief description 

1 06 September 
2024 15:36:00 

2024 09 06 - Application to thin trees at Tolquhonie - FPA-11580 

1a 06 September 
2024 

1a-Felling_Permission_Application_Details 

1b 06 September 
2024   
 
 
 
 

CGW_Tolquhonie_Site_Plan_Thinning 
 
It is not possible to rename this document to include the prefix 1b, to 
indicate that it was an attachment to document 1, so remains as the 
above.  

2 18 September 
2024 10:59:34 

2024 09 18 Tolquhonie Woods - measure of felled trees (FPA-11580) 

3 23 September 
2024 14:31:00 

2024 09 23 Felling Application Tolquhonie FPA-11580 

 
3a 
 

23 September 
2024 

3a-Felling_Permission_Application_Details  

 
3b 
 

23 September 
2024 

CGW_Tolquhonie_Site_Plan_Thinning  
 
It is not possible to rename this document to include the prefix 3b, to 
indicate that it was an attachment to document 3, so remains as the 
above and is also a duplicate of document 1b so there will only be one 
document released.   
 

4 24 September 
2024 08:40:00 

2024 09 24 Felling Application Tolquhonie FPA-11580 

5 30 September 
2024 12:04:00 

2024 09 30 Thinning Application at Tolquhonie 

6 11 Dec 2024 
 

Approved HRA 

7 7 Jan 2024 Felling Permission FPA-11580-MU 

8 1 Aug 2024 Tree measurements from site visit sheet_01_08_24 

9 5 Aug 2024 9-24_08_05 B6 Abbreviated Tariff 

10 5 Aug 2024 10-28_08_25 B6 Abbreviated Tariff revised volume 
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