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ANNEX A 
 
REASONS FOR NOT PROVIDING INFORMATION 
 
Information not held 
 

Under the terms of the exception at regulation 10(4)(a) of the EIRs (information not held), 
Scottish Forestry is not required to provide information which it does not have. Scottish Forestry 
does not have the information you have requested because the request focuses on felling and 
restocking maps, particularly seeking a design map that illustrates the exact distribution of 
species. However, design maps are not a requirement of felling permission applications. 
Consequently, Scottish Forestry does not hold this type of data. 

This exception is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all the 
circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing the 
information outweighs the public interest in applying the exception. We have found that, on 
balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exception.  While we recognise that 
there may be some public interest in information about maps that illustrate the exact 
distribution of species. However, as design maps are not a requirement of felling permission 
applications Scottish Forestry does not hold this type of data, clearly we cannot provide 
information which we do not hold. 
 


