Annex A
Item 1

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 14 May 2025 16:35

To: [Redacted]

Cc: [Redacted]

Subject: RE: Scottish Affairs Committee

Highly Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Thanks [Redacted]- much appreciated.
Very best,

[Redacted]

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 14 May 2025 16:11

To: [Redacted]
Subject: RE: Scottish Affairs Committee

Highly Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

[Redacted]
I have checked with the private office, and you should get a reply very shortly.
[Redacted]

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 14 May 2025 13:49

To: [Redacted]

Subject: RE: Scottish Affairs Committee

[Redacted]

Thanks for checking first. I will remind the FM’s private office that you are still waiting a
response, and see where they have got to.

[Redacted]

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 14 May 2025 13:06

To: [Redacted]

Subject: RE: Scottish Affairs Committee

Highly Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege
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[Redacted],
| hope you’re well.

We’re still yet to receive a response to this — the Chair has asked if this would benefit
from a follow-up letter from her. | said | would check before proceeding further.

Grateful for an update.

[Redacted]

Item 2 (link to attachment included in main body of response)

From: [Redacted] Behalf Of First Minister

Sent: 22 May 2025 22:32

To: Scottish Affairs Committee <SCOTAFFCOM@parliament.uk>
Subject: Correspondence from the First Minister

Good evening,

With apologies for the delay to this response, please find attached correspondence from the
First Minister for the attention of the Chair.

Thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary

Office of the First Minister

5t Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [Redacted]

Item 3

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 02 June 2025 13:42

To: [Redacted]

Cc: [Redacted][Redacted]

Subject: RE: Scottish Affairs Committee: Written evidence

Hi [Redacted]
No problem.

For the Cabinet Secretary it's probably best just to use myself and | can ensure that his
office get it.

For my Deputy Director (Laura Zeballos), the email address to use would be
Deputydirectordrugspolicy@gov.scot. I've also copied that address into this email chain.
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| have let both know that the links should be circulated tomorrow and that you have asked
that they can be online for 09.15 to check they are working etc.

Thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]l Drugs Policy Division | Scottish Government I 3 E St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh |
EH1 3DG

From: [Redacted]
Sent: 02 June 2025 13:32
To: [Redacted]

Cc: [Redacted][Redacted]
Subject: Re: Scottish Affairs Committee: Written evidence

Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Hi [Redacted],
Would you be able to share two email addresses for the two zoom links to be sentto? If you'll
still be helping on the day then I'm happy to send the link for the Cabinet Secretary to you, but

I'll need a seperate address for the Deputy Director.

If you could get that to me this afternoon that would be greatly appreciated, so we can make
sure the hybrid meeting is set up properly!

Thanks,

[Redacted]

[Redacted]Text relay: [Redacted]
House of Commons, Palace of Westminster, London SW1A 0AA
parliament.uk

To keep up to date with the Committee, sign-up to our newsletter here.

S House of Commons
§ gCommlttees

The House of Commons welcomes feedback. If you have any compliments, complaints or comments,
about the service that you have received please send an email to feedback@parliament.uk
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From: [Redacted]

Sent: 02 June 2025 10:32

To: [Redacted]

Cc: [Redacted]Redacted]

Subject: Re: Scottish Affairs Committee: Written evidence

Hi [Redacted],

Thank you for letting us know - we're pleased to hear the Cabinet Secretary can still attend! If
you could share the details of your Deputy Director, that would be greatly appreciated.

Best,
[Redacted]
[Redacted]

Committee Specialist

Scottish Affairs Committee

[Redacted]
House of Commons, Palace of Westminster, London SW1A 0AA
parliament.uk

To keep up to date with the Committee, sign-up to our newsletter here.

s House of Commons
§ gCommlttees

The House of Commons welcomes feedback. If you have any compliments, complaints or comments,
about the service that you have received please send an email to feedback@parliament.uk

From: [Redacted]
Sent: 02 June 2025 10:07
To: [Redacted]

Cc: [Redacted] [Redacted]
Subject: RE: Scottish Affairs Committee: Written evidence
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Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Hi [Redacted]
Sorry about the confusion, the Cab Sec can definitely do the session on Wednesday!

There will be a change to the official supporting the Cabinet Secretary though as he has
asked that my Deputy Director support him though instead of myself. | can send on more
details about that later.

| hope that’s okay and hopefully you hadn’t already moved to cancel the session or anything!
Thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted] | Drugs Policy Division I Scottish Government | 3 E St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh |
EH1 3DG

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 02 June 2025 09:48

To: [Redacted]

Cc: [Redacted] [Redacted]

Subject: RE: Scottish Affairs Committee: Written evidence

Hi [Redacted]

I’'m really sorry but I've just heard this morning that the Cabinet Secretary is not going to be
able to attend the SAC evidence session on Wednesday morning.

| know this will be frustrating for you and the committee and | can only apologise for the short
notice about this.

Can you tell me if the Committee would want to hear from Scottish Government officials in
his place or was it the Cabinet Secretary that they wanted to take evidence from? My Deputy
Director for Drugs Policy would be able to attend, alongside myself, if that was acceptable for
the Committee.

Thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]l Drugs Policy Division | Scottish Government I 3 E St Andrews House | Regent Road I Edinburgh |
EH1 3DG

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 29 May 2025 16:46

To: [Redacted]

Cc: [Redacted][Redacted]

Subject: RE: Scottish Affairs Committee: Written evidence

Hi [Redacted]
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Thanks for your time earlier, that was helpful and was nice to meet you.
My number is [Redacted], please get in touch if there are any issues.

I've spoken with our PO and they have asked that | attend the committee with the Cab Sec if
possible so would you be able to send me a joining link as well please? In terms of a short
bio, I've written something below, please let me know if you need anything else.

[Redacted]— Harm Reduction Team Leader, Drugs Policy Division, Scottish Government.
[Redacted] has worked in Drugs Policy in Scotland for over 10 years and is the lead for a
number of harm reduction initiatives including safer drug consumption facilities. He has been
involved in the work to develop and establish a safer drug consumption facility in Glasgow
since it began.

Thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]l Drugs Policy Division | Scottish Government I 3 E St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh |
EH1 3DG

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 29 May 2025 14:48

To: [Redacted]

Cc: [Redacted]>; [Redacted]

Subject: Re: Scottish Affairs Committee: Written evidence

Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Hi all,
Thanks for your time earlier!

[Redacted], if you could share a phone number, | can reach you on for Wednesday and a short
bio on yourself that would be great. If anything goes wrong on the day, feel free to contact me on
[Redacted]

I'd be grateful if you could confirm your appearance by the end of today, if still possible.
Best,

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

Committee Specialist

Scottish Affairs Committee

AB
S By,
)

V“)&"‘
()

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG , %*»«-“ ‘2.0/ \; ,::‘
WWWgOVSCOt INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 'SAB



[Redacted]
House of Commons, Palace of Westminster, London SW1A 0AA

parliament.uk

To keep up to date with the Committee, sign-up to our newsletter here.

S House of Commons
: gCommlttees

The House of Commons welcomes feedback. If you have any compliments, complaints or comments,
about the service that you have received please send an email to feedback@parliament.uk

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 28 May 2025 12:52

To: [Redacted]

Cc[Redacted]>; [Redacted]

Subject: RE: Scottish Affairs Committee: Written evidence

Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Hi [Redacted]

Thanks very much for that and apologies again for any inconvenience. Look forward to
meeting with you tomorrow.

[Redacted]

[Redacted]l Drugs Policy Division | Scottish Government I 3 E St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh |
EH1 3DG

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 28 May 2025 12:11

To: [Redacted]

Cc: [Redacted] [Redacted]

Subject: Re: Scottish Affairs Committee: Written evidence

Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Hi [Redacted],

Thank you for letting you know - I'll get in touch with the team and make sure the meeting takes
place in a hybrid room. | can give a full rundown of how the session will work during our call
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tomorrow, but we will share a Zoom link the day before, and the Cabinet Secretary's feed will
play on screens in the Committee room.

Best,

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

Committee Specialist

Scottish Affairs Committee

[Redacted]

Text relay: [Redacted]
House of Commons, Palace of Westminster, London SW1A 0AA
parliament.uk

To keep up to date with the Committee, sign-up to our newsletter here.

s House of Commons
§ gCommlttees

The House of Commons welcomes feedback. If you have any compliments, complaints or comments,
about the service that you have received please send an email to feedback@parliament.uk

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 28 May 2025 11:40

To: [Redacted]

Cc: [Redacted] [Redacted]

Subject: RE: Scottish Affairs Committee: Written evidence

Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Hi [Redacted]

I’'m really sorry for the late notice but I've just heard from the Cabinet Secretaries Private
Office that he is not going to be able to attend the committee session next week in person.
Would you be able to confirm for me that he would be able to attend remotely? If so, can you
also share the details for how he would do this?
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I’'m sorry again about this and for any inconvenience.
Thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted] | Drugs Policy Division I Scottish Government | 3 E St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh |
EH1 3DG

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 21 May 2025 09:43

To: [Redacted]

Cc: [Redacted][Redacted]

Subject: Re: Scottish Affairs Committee: Written evidence

Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Hi [Redacted]
Sorry for the slow response!

There isn't a hard limit on the duration of the session, but as there is a second panel, | wouldn't
expect it to last more than an hour. | think the preference would be an in-person appearance,
but we can facilitate a hybrid session if that isn't possible.

The Chair generally doesn't allow opening statements, so no expectation there.
Do let me know if you have any more questions!
Best,

[Redacted]

Committee Specialist

Scottish Affairs Committee

[Redacted]

Text relay: [Redacted]
House of Commons, Palace of Westminster, London SW1A 0AA
parliament.uk

To keep up to date with the Committee, sign-up to our newsletter here.
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The House of Commons welcomes feedback. If you have any compliments, complaints or comments,
about the service that you have received please send an email to feedback@parliament.uk

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 16 May 2025 15:40

To: [Redacted]

Cc: [Redacted] [Redacted]Subject: RE: Scottish Affairs Committee: Written evidence

Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

That’s great, thanks very much [Redacted]

Do you know how long its expected that the session will last for? From the others I've seen,
it would seem like about 45 minutes or so but is there a limit?

Can | also check, would there be an expectation that the Cab Sec would provide some form
of opening statement? If so, what sort of length would be appropriate?

Thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted] I Drugs Policy Division I Scottish Government | 3 E St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh |
EH1 3DG

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 16 May 2025 12:17

To: [Redacted]

Cc: [Redacted][Redacted]>

Subject: Re: Scottish Affairs Committee: Written evidence

Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Hi [Redacted]
Thanks for getting back to me.
Great, in that case I'll send over an invite for a briefing call at 2pm.

Thank you for confirming the Cabinet Secretary's in-person appearance. The Committee will
also be hearing from the UK Government on the 4" June, although this will be part of a second
£y S
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panel. The current plan is for Mr Gray to appear first, with the public session commencing at
9.30am. We usually advise witnesses to arrive at 9am to allow time to get through security and
navigate to the Committee room.

I hope that helps - do let me know if you need any further detail!

All the best,

[Redacted]

Committee Specialist

Scottish Affairs Committee

[Redacted]

House of Commons, Palace of Westminster, London SW1A 0AA
parliament.uk

To keep up to date with the Committee, sign-up to our newsletter here.

¥ House of Commons
§ gCommlttees

The House of Commons welcomes feedback. If you have any compliments, complaints or comments,
about the service that you have received please send an email to feedback@parliament.uk

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 15 May 2025 15:17

To: [Redacted]

Cc: [Redacted] [Redacted]

Subject: RE: Scottish Affairs Committee: Written evidence

Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Hi [Redacted]
Apologies for not getting back to you, I've been off a bit this week.

The 29t would be fine for a briefing call, we'd be free anytime after 10.30 that day so happy
to do whenever suited you.
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| also just wanted to confirm that the Cabinet Secretary will be appearing at the committee in
person. To assist with planning around that, are you able to give me any idea of timings for
the meeting? Also, is there anyone else giving evidence on that date?

Thanks,

[Redacted]

[Redacted] | Drugs Policy Division | Scottish Government | 3 E St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh |
EH1 3DG

From: [Redacted]
Sent: 13 May 2025 12:02
To: [Redacted]

Cc: [Redacted][Redacted]
Subject: Re: Scottish Affairs Committee: Written evidence

Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Hi [Redacted]

I hope you're well.

Just following up on the below - do you have any updates?
All the best,

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

Committee Specialist

Scottish Affairs Committee

[Redacted]

House of Commons, Palace of Westminster, London SW1A 0AA
parliament.uk

To keep up to date with the Committee, sign-up to our newsletter here.

s House of Commons
: gCommlttees
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The House of Commons welcomes feedback. If you have any compliments, complaints or comments,
about the service that you have received please send an email to feedback@parliament.uk

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 06 May 2025 09:24

To: [Redacted]

Cc: [Redacted] [Redacted]

Subject: Re: Scottish Affairs Committee: Written evidence

Hi [Redacted],
I hope you're well.

Would the 29 May work for a briefing call, ahead of the session on 4 June? And could | just
confirm whether the Minister will be appearing in person, or virtually?

All the best,

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

Committee Specialist

Scottish Affairs Committee

Item 4

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 03 June 2025 12:19

To: [Redacted]

Subject: RE: Scottish Affairs Committee evidence session

Hi [Redacted],
No, it will definitely be [Redacted] attending alongside Cab Sec.
[Redacted]

[Redacted]l Drugs Policy Division | Scottish Government I 3 E St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh |
EH1 3DG

From: [Redacted]
Sent: 03 June 2025 12:17
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To: [Redacted]
Subject: Re: Scottish Affairs Committee evidence session

Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Hi [Redacted]

Can | just confirm that [Redacted]is appearing alongside the Minister and isn't passing the link
on to anyone else? We just need to make sure the right name is listed on our website in terms of
withesses.

Many thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]
Committee Specialist
Scottish Affairs Committee

[Redacted]
House of Commons, Palace of Westminster, London SW1A 0AA
parliament.uk

To keep up to date with the Committee, sign-up to our newsletter here.

s House of Commons
§ %Commlttees

The House of Commons welcomes feedback. If you have any compliments, complaints or comments,
about the service that you have received please send an email to feedback@parliament.uk

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 03 June 2025 12:13

To: [Redacted] [Redacted]

Subject: Re: Scottish Affairs Committee evidence session

Hi [Redacted]

Brilliant, thank you for confirming!

Best,
[Redacted]
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Committee Specialist
Scottish Affairs Committee

[Redacted]
House of Commons, Palace of Westminster, London SW1A 0AA
parliament.uk

To keep up to date with the Committee, sign-up to our newsletter here.

s House of Commons
§ %Commlttees

The House of Commons welcomes feedback. If you have any compliments, complaints or comments,
about the service that you have received please send an email to feedback@parliament.uk

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 03 June 2025 12:11

To: [Redacted] Deputydirectordrugspolicy@gov.scot <Deputydirectordrugspolicy@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Scottish Affairs Committee evidence session

Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Hi [Redacted]

| can confirm the link for the Cab Sec came through fine and I've shared it with his Private
Office, also with a request that he joins at 09.15.

I’m meeting with [Redacted] at 13.00 so will check with her then that she also has the link.
Thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted] I Drugs Policy Division I Scottish Government | 3 E St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh |
EH1 3DG

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 03 June 2025 11:55

To: Deputy Director - Drugs Policy <deputydirectordrugspolicy@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
Subject: Scottish Affairs Committee evidence session

Importance: High

Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Hi both,
Y Moy
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I hope you're well!

Could ljust confirm you each received the relevant zoom links for the session tomorrow
morning?

Laura, please could you ensure yourself and the Cabinet Secretary join the call by 9:15 so we
can complete the relevant technical/ sound checks ahead of the live session at 9:307 If there
are any issues in the morning, please do send me and email or call me on [Redacted[Redacted], |
have your number if anything is wrong on our end.

Do let me know if you have any questions in the meantime.
Best,

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

Committee Specialist
Scottish Affairs Committee

Item 5

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 19 June 2025 15:06

To: [Redacted]

Subject: RE: As Discussed - FOI - 202500467668

Hi [Redacted]

Thank you for this, and for your time yesterday. We’re grateful, as ever, for you sharing this with us.
We have no concerns about the content you are planning to release.

Very best,

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Clerk
Scottish Affairs Committee

To keep up to date with the Committee, sign-up to our

newsletter here.

[Redacted]
House of Commons, Palace of Westminster, London SW1A 0AA
parliament.uk

% ABoo)

" o
v Y N &
’ . \ 1 3.9
St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG S A SR
INVESTOR IN PEOPLE Orsans© -’

WWW.gov.scot


mailto:scotaffcom@parliament.uk?subject=Subscribe&body=Please%20subscribe%20me%20to%20the%20Scottish%20Affairs%20Committee%20newsletter
http://www.parliament.uk/

7% House of
§ gCommons

The House of Commons welcomes feedback. If you have any compliments, complaints or comments
about the service that you have received please complete the online feedback form.

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 18 June 2025 15:53

To: [Redacted]

Subject: As Discussed - FOI - 202500467668

Hi [Redacted]

Further to our discussion earlier, | attach a copy of the information for release, presented in
the way it will look on release with reactions applied. Further details about the two
exemptions being applied can be found at -
BriefingSection28RelationswithintheUnitedKingdom_25.5.23.pdf, FOISA Guidance. As
explained earlier, we have a very tight turnaround with this case and need to issue a
response by close of play this Friday. If you have any questions, concerns or comments
about the proposed information for release, grateful if you can let me know by close of play
tomorrow please.

Happy to discuss.

[Redacted]

Item 6

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 15 July 2025 18:25

To: Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted]>; [Redacted] [Redacted]

Subject: Embargoed report: the financing of the Scottish Government

Highly Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Dear Cabinet Secretary,

Please see attached an embargoed copy of the Scottish Affairs Committee's report on the
financing of the Scottish Government.

Please note that the reportis embargoed until 00.01am on Wednesday 16 July.

Kind regards,

[Redacted]
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[Redacted]
Committee Specialist
Scottish Affairs Committee

Item 6 attachment 1

https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/48818/documents/256455/default/

Item 7

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 16 July 2025 11:30

To: [Redacted]

Subject: RE: Report into the financing of the SG

Thanks for clarifying.
[Redacted]

[Redacted] (she’/her) | Fiscal Framework Team | Directorate of Fiscal Policy & Constitution
Scottish Government | Area 3D-North, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ

Email: [Redacted]

Working Days: Monday - Wednesday

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 16 July 2025 10:31

To: [Redacted]

Subject: Re: Report into the financing of the SG

Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Hi [Redacted],

No, we didn't send embargoed copies to any officials/ press before yesterday.
All the best,

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
Committee Specialist
Scottish Affairs Committee

[Redacted]
House of Commons, Palace of Westminster, London SW1A 0AA
parliament.uk
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https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/48818/documents/256455/default/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20Afairs%20Committee%20is%20appointed%20by%20the,the%20Advocate%20General%29%29%20and%20its%20associated%20public%20bodies.
http://parliament.uk/

To keep up to date with the Committee, sign-up to our newsletter here.

¥ House of Commons
§ gCommlttees

The House of Commons welcomes feedback. If you have any compliments, complaints or comments,
about the service that you have received please send an email to feedback@parliament.uk

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 16 July 2025 09:32

To: [Redacted]

Subject: RE: Report into the financing of the SG

Thank you for sharing, [Redacted]

Can | check whether it was shared at official level with anyone earlier this week?

Many thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted] (she/her) | Fiscal Framework Team | Directorate of Fiscal Policy & Constitution
Scottish Government | Area 3D-North, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ

Email: [Redacted]

Working Days: Monday - Wednesday

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 15 July 2025 18:31

To: [Redacted]

Subject: Re: Report into the financing of the SG

Restricted: Parliamentary Privilege

Hi [Redacted]

I hope you're well.

A copy of the report has been sent to the Cabinet Secretary - you have been CCd for info.
With very best wishes,

[Redacted]

[Redacted]Committee Specialist

Scottish Affairs Committee
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mailto:scotaffcom@parliament.uk?subject=Subscribe&body=Please%20subscribe%20me%20to%20the%20Scottish%20Affairs%20Committee%20newsletter
mailto:feedback@parliament.uk
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/

[Redacted]

Text relay: [Redacted]

House of Commons, Palace of Westminster, London SW1A 0AA
parliament.uk

To keep up to date with the Committee, sign-up to our newsletter here.

s House of Commons
§ %Commlttees

The House of Commons welcomes feedback. If you have any compliments, complaints or comments,
about the service that you have received please send an email to feedback@parliament.uk

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 15 July 2025 17:03

To: [Redacted]

Subject: Report into the financing of the SG

Hi [Redacted]

| understand that a report into the committee’s findings following their inquiry into how SG is
financed will be published tomorrow.

Our comms colleagues received a copy of the embargoed report via media queries, which
they forwarded on to me.

| was wondering whether it has been shared with any officials at SG or Ministers? Several
colleagues are on leave so apologies if I'm asking and it has already been sent.

Many thanks,

[Redacted]

[Redacted] (she’/her) | Fiscal Framework Team | Directorate of Fiscal Policy & Constitution
Scottish Government | Area 3D-North, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ

Email: [Redacted]

Working Days: Monday - Wednesday
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mailto:feedback@parliament.uk
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/

Annex B

Section 38(i)(b) — personal details

An exemption under section s.38(1)(b) of FOISA applies to some of the information you have
requested because it is the personal data of a third party, i.e. names and contact details of
individuals, and disclosing it would contravene the data protection principles in Article 5(1) of
the General Data Protection Regulation and in section 34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018.
This exemption is not subject to the ‘public interest test’, so we are not required to consider
whether the public interest in disclosing the information outweighs the public interest in
applying the exemption.
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