
EIR – 202500478336 - Response Annex 
 
EIR Request:  
 
The following information relating to the inclusion of Travelling Showpeople within national and local planning policy in Scotland: 
 

1. Consultation Evidence: Please provide any correspondence, meeting notes, consultation responses, or internal briefings 
which specifically reference Travelling Showpeople in the context of: 

• The Housing Need and Demand Assessment (HNDA) framework; 
• The preparation or revision of Local Development Plans (LDPs); 
• National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4); 
• The Ministerial Oversight Group on Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation; 
• Any equalities impact assessments, roundtables, or ministerial briefings addressing Gypsy/Traveller 

accommodation. 
2. Definition and Policy Guidance: Please provide any documents—published or internal—which outline how Travelling 

Showpeople are to be distinguished from or included within the broader category of “Gypsy and Traveller communities” for 
planning purposes, particularly in guidance issued to local authorities. 

3. Accommodation and Site Provision Data: If available, please provide any site assessment, spatial analysis, or data 
collection activities that have been undertaken or commissioned by the Scottish Government or its agencies regarding 
Travelling Showpeople’s accommodation needs, land use patterns, or planning permissions. 
 

If any of the requested information is exempt or otherwise unavailable, I would appreciate a summary of the withheld material and 
guidance on how it may be accessed. 
 

 
1. Consultation Evidence: Please provide any correspondence, meeting notes, consultation responses, or internal briefings 

which specifically reference Travelling Showpeople in the context of: 
• The Housing Need and Demand Assessment (HNDA) framework; 
• The preparation or revision of Local Development Plans (LDPs); 
• National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4); 
• The Ministerial Oversight Group on Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation; 



• Any equalities impact assessments, roundtables, or ministerial briefings addressing Gypsy/Traveller 
accommodation. 

 Document Title Full or Partial 
Release 

Link to Document Document Attached 
Separately 

1 Response to previous EIR – 
202500474159 
Published on Scottish Government website 
 
 

Full Planning and equalities 
policy on travelling 
communities: EIR release - 
gov.scot 

N/A 

2 2 X email correspondence (Oct / Dec 
2014) between SG & LAs re their HNDA 
drafts (collated in Word doc) 

Partial – personal 
information 
redacted 

N/A  Attachment 1 

3 Email correspondence between Glasgow 
City Council / COSLA / SG re draft 
Glasgow City Region HNDA (April 2022) 
 

Partial – personal 
information 
redacted 

N/A  Attachment 2 

4 EQIA - Extract From - Managing 
Unauthorised Camping By 
Gypsy/Travellers In Scotland - Equality 
Impact Assessment Record – 2017 

Full N/A Attachment 3 

5 Gypsy-Travellers - Summary of Local 
Authority Local Housing Strategy (LHS) 
Content - November 2017 
 
 

Partial – personal 
information 
redacted 

N/A Attachment 4 

6 Meeting between Chief Planner & 
Showpeople Community - Summary of 
discussion points (20/4/2022)  

Partial – personal 
information 
redacted 

N/A Attachment 6 

7 Briefing for the Minister for Culture, Europe 
and International Development to meet 
with the Showmen’s Guild (22 Apr 2024)  

Partial – cover 
page, Items 1 & 3 
& Annex A 
released.  

N/A Attachment 7 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202500474159/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202500474159/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202500474159/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202500474159/


Item 1, pg 3 – 
paras 2 & 3 under 
Sensitivities 
section redacted 
– sensitive 
information. 
 
Personal 
information & 
information not 
within scope 
redacted (Items 
2, 4 & 5,  
Annexes B & C).  
 

8 Gypsy/Traveller Action Plan – Update for 
Minister (Jan 2025) 

Full N/A Attachment 8 

9 Submission for Minister for Public Finance 
(31 Jul 2024) -  
Improving The Lives of Gypsy/Travellers: 
Action Plan 2024-26 
 

Partial – personal 
information 
redacted 

N/A Attachment 9 

10 Email correspondence (Nov 2021) RE: For 
Action: Immediate Priorities Plan for Race 
Equality - First Quarter Reporting - 
deadline 12pm 19 Nov 
 

Partial - personal 
information & 
information not 
within scope 
redacted 

N/A Attachment 12 

11 Email exchange (24/11/08) re briefing note 
from Children’s Commissioner 
 

Partial – personal 
information 
redacted 

N/A Attachment 13 

12 Gypsies Travellers - briefing note from 
Children’s Commissioner on Children of 

Full N/A Attachment 14 



Travelling Show people - 24 November 
2008  
 

13 Email (24/08/10) re: 
Petition briefing on Scottish Government 
apology to the Gypsy Traveller community 
 

Partial – cover 
email not within 
scope / personal 
information 
redacted in 
briefing 

N/A Attachment 15 

14 Email exchange (1 & 2 Jul 2009) re: 
contribution for briefing ahead of the 
Minister for Housing and Communities 
meeting with the EHRC - 2 July 2009  
* Briefing document is at the end of the Q1 
section – Attachment 28  

Partial – personal 
information 
redacted 

N/A Attachment 16 

15 Briefing - Contribution – Minister for 
Housing and Communities meeting with 
the Equalities and Human Rights 
Commission – 10 February 2010 

Full N/A Attachment 17 

16 Email exchange (Jul & Aug 2012) 
RE: Gypsy / Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople draft policy 

Partial – personal 
information 
redacted 

N/A Attachment 18 

17 Email (20/05/09) re: 
Briefing - contribution request - Minister for 
Housing and Communities meeting with 
the Showmen's Guild of Great Britain - 
Wednesday 28 May 

Partial – personal 
information 
redacted 

N/A Attachment 19 

18 Note of Meeting – Minister for Housing and 
Communities and representatives from the 
Showmen’s Guild of Great Britain - 27 May 
2009 
 

Partial - personal 
information & 
information not 
within scope 
redacted 

N/A Attachment 20 



19 Briefing - Minister for Housing and 
Communities - Meeting with the 
Showmen's Guild of Great Britain -27 May 
2009 

Partial - personal 
information & 
information not 
within scope 
redacted 

N/A Attachment 21 

20 Briefing Note For First Minister - Meeting 
With Representatives Of The Showmen’s 
Guild Of Great Britain - 26 November 2008 
 

Partial - personal 
information & 
information not 
within scope 
redacted 

N/A Attachment 22 

21 Email exchange (19 & 20 Nov 2008) re:  
The Showmen's Guild of Great Britain - 
meeting with the First Minister Wednesday 
26 November 2008 - contribution for 
Equality Unit 

Partial – personal 
information 
redacted 

N/A Attachment 23 

22 Email (05/06/09): 
Letters to Equality & Human Rights 
Commission and Scottish Human Rights 
Commission - following meeting with the 
Showmen’s Guild - final copy – Ministerial 
sign off 

Partial – personal 
information 
redacted 

N/A Attachment 24 

23 Letters to Equality & Human Rights 
Commission and Scottish Human Rights 
Commission - following meeting with the 
Showmen’s Guild (from above email) 

Full N/A Attachment 25 

24 Email exchange (22/05/08) re: 
Meeting the Showmen's Guild on 4 Jun 
2008 - comments  

Partial - personal 
information 
redacted / 
information 
redacted under 
free & frank 
discussion  

N/A Attachment 26 



(22/05/08 14:52 
email) 

25 Email exchange (10 & 28 Feb 2012) re:  
East Dunbartonshire Council - Local 
Housing Strategy 2011-2016 - 02 February 
2012 

Partial - personal 
information & 
information not 
within scope 
redacted  

N/A Attachment 27 

26 Briefing - Minister for Housing and 
Communities meeting with the EHRC - 
Monday 6 July 2009 
* Briefing document from 14 above 

Partial - personal 
information & 
information not 
within scope 
redacted  

N/A Attachment 28 

2. Definition and Policy Guidance: Please provide any documents—published or internal—which outline how Travelling 
Showpeople are to be distinguished from or included within the broader category of “Gypsy and Traveller communities” for 
planning purposes, particularly in guidance issued to local authorities. 

27 Housing Need and Demand Assessment 
(HNDA) – A Practitioner’s Guide (Dec 
2020)  

Full Housing Need and 
Demand Assessment 
(HNDA): practitioner's 
guide 2020 - gov.scot  
 

N/A 

28 Guidance to Local Authorities on the 
Licensing System for Mobile Homes Sites 
With Permanent Residents (April 2017) 
 

Full Guidance to Local 
Authorities on Site 
Licensing 

N/A 

29 Model Standards for Residential Mobile 
Home Site Licences  
Guidance to local authorities on site 
licence conditions for mobile home, park 
home, or caravan sites which are licensed 
to have permanent residents (Dec 2018) 
 

Full Model Standards for 
Caravan Site Licences 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/hnda-practitioners-guide-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/hnda-practitioners-guide-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/hnda-practitioners-guide-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/hnda-practitioners-guide-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/guidance-local-authorities-licensing-system-mobile-homes-sites-permanent-residents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/guidance-local-authorities-licensing-system-mobile-homes-sites-permanent-residents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/guidance-local-authorities-licensing-system-mobile-homes-sites-permanent-residents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/model-standards-residential-mobile-home-site-licences/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/model-standards-residential-mobile-home-site-licences/


30 Partial Business and Regulatory Impact 
Assessment The Caravan Sites Act 1968 
(Amendment of Definition of Caravan) 
(Scotland) Order 2019 (Sept 2019)  
 

Full Supporting documents - 
The Caravan Sites Act 
1968 (Amendment of 
Definition of Caravan) 
(Scotland) Order 2019: 
BRIA - gov.scot 

N/A 

31 Local Housing Strategy Guidance (Sept 
2019) 

Full Local Housing Strategy 
(LHS) Guidance – 2019) 

N/A 

32 Gypsy/Traveller Site Working Group – 
email correspondence (Aug/Sept 2014) - 
reply to query on Gypsy/Traveller sites in 
recent updated Scottish Planning Note 
(Sept 2014) 

Partial – personal 
information 
redacted 

N/A  Attachment 5 

33 The Town and Country Planning 
(Development Planning) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2023 (March 2023) 

Full The Town and Country 
Planning (Development 
Planning) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2023 

N/A 

34 Local development planning guidance 
(May 2023) 

Full Supporting documents - 
Local development 
planning guidance - 
gov.scot 

N/A 

35 Community Event Gypsy/Traveller 
Planning Workshop – 29 Nov 2022 
Amended Definition after Meeting 
 

Full N/A Attachment 10 

36 Email correspondence (Feb – Jun 2023 
email chain) – PARD, Better Homes 
Division, Department for Levelling Up in 
London 

Partial – personal 
information 
redacted 

N/A  Attachment 11 

3. Accommodation and Site Provision Data: If available, please provide any site assessment, spatial analysis, or data 
collection activities that have been undertaken or commissioned by the Scottish Government or its agencies regarding 
Travelling Showpeople’s accommodation needs, land use patterns, or planning permissions. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/business-regulatory-impact-assessment-caravan-sites-act-1968-amendment-definition-caravan-scotland-order-2019/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/business-regulatory-impact-assessment-caravan-sites-act-1968-amendment-definition-caravan-scotland-order-2019/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/business-regulatory-impact-assessment-caravan-sites-act-1968-amendment-definition-caravan-scotland-order-2019/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/business-regulatory-impact-assessment-caravan-sites-act-1968-amendment-definition-caravan-scotland-order-2019/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/business-regulatory-impact-assessment-caravan-sites-act-1968-amendment-definition-caravan-scotland-order-2019/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/business-regulatory-impact-assessment-caravan-sites-act-1968-amendment-definition-caravan-scotland-order-2019/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2019/09/local-housing-strategy-guidance-2019/documents/local-housing-strategy-guidance-2019/local-housing-strategy-guidance-2019/govscot%3Adocument/local-housing-strategy-guidance-2019.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2019/09/local-housing-strategy-guidance-2019/documents/local-housing-strategy-guidance-2019/local-housing-strategy-guidance-2019/govscot%3Adocument/local-housing-strategy-guidance-2019.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2023/101/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2023/101/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2023/101/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2023/101/contents/made
https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-development-planning-guidance/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-development-planning-guidance/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-development-planning-guidance/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-development-planning-guidance/documents/


 
Our searches have not identified any documents relating to question 3.  However, some documents provided in respect of 
questions 1 and 2 contain information on accommodation and site provision.  
 
 

 


