
 
Annex A 
 
Response to your request 
 
Exemptions under Regulation 11(2) (personal data of a third party) of EIR applies to 
some of the information requested. This exemption applies to the names of third 
parties referenced throughout the documents that have been requested. The Scottish 
Government has a policy of not disclosing the names of officials who are not Senior 
Civil Servants, therefore the names of some Scottish Government officials have been 
redacted. We also redact the names of employees of companies mentioned 
throughout any response to  FOI/EIR requests who are not board members or senior 
employees, and the names of commercial advisors, are also redacted to protect their 
privacy. 
 
Exemptions under Regulation 10(5)(e) (substantial prejudice to confidentiality of 
commercial or industrial information) of the EIRs apply to some of the information 
requested. This exception applies because disclosure would, or would be likely to, 
substantially prejudice the confidentiality of commercial or industrial information 
pertaining to Grangemouth Refinery’s owners.  
 
An exception under regulation 10(4)(e) (internal communications) of the EIRs applies 
to some of the information in your request. This exception applies because officials 
need to be able to provide free and frank advice to Ministers on matters which have 
been shared in confidence or are sensitive, and their ability to do this may be impacted 
by the knowledge that information may be published. In addition, officials need to be 
able to have free and frank conversations with each other as part of the policy 
development process, and again their ability to do this may be impacted by the 
knowledge that information may be published. 
 
In this regard some of the information held relates to:  
 
- Internal email exchanges;  
- File notes prepared for internal use;  
- Documents which have been circulated internally, and;  
- Policy advice.  
 
This exception is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all 
the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing 
the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exception. We have found 
that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exception. We 
recognise that there is some public interest in release because disclosure of the 
information requested would enhance public scrutiny of our decision-making or policy-
making processes, and therefore our transparency and accountability. However, this 
is outweighed by the public interest in ensuring that Scottish Government officials and 
Ministers can conduct free and frank discussions as part of the policy development 
process. In addition, some information is withheld because it's out of the scope of the 
current request. In relation to the request, this includes information unrelated to the 
development of the draft Grangemouth Just Transition Plan.  
 



 
Returns for your request are as follows (in reverse chronological order): 
 

1) In scope Ministerial Advice from February 2024 
 

From:  <Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)> 
DECC: Energy Industries  

      5 February 2024 
 
Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work, and Energy 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information>- 
GRANGEMOUTH REFINERY: ADVICE REGARDING PARLIAMENTARY 
STATEMENT 
 
 
Priority and Purpose 
 
1. Immediate: prompt response would enable officials to initiate next steps at 
pace including preparing a briefing pack ahead of your Parliamentary Statement on 
22 February from 14:25 – 14:55. 

 
2. Purpose: to provide advice regarding your Ministerial Statement on 
Grangemouth and update you on the latest position regarding the Grangemouth 
refinery, including further information concerning other businesses within the cluster.  
 
3. The following appended advice should be considered in parallel to the 
information within the main body of this submission: 

• <OUT OF SCOPE> 

• <OUT OF SCOPE> 

• Suggested response to Petroineos (Annex C) 

• Suggested response to <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial 
or industrial information> 

 
Recommendation 
 
4. You are invited to: 

• Note the content of this submission 

• If content, approve the proposed approach to the Ministerial Statement 

• If content, approve the attached letters for issue (Annexes C and D)  
 
Context and Issues 
 
Import Terminal Announcement – Update 
  
5. As you will be aware, Petroineos announced on Tuesday 21 November 2023 
that it planned to commence preparatory work for new import terminal infrastructure 
at Finnart and Grangemouth. This new infrastructure will take c.18 months to two 



years to complete and will, in the long term, result in Grangemouth’s transition from 
refining fuel in Scotland to importing refined fuel products. 
 
6. Petroineos indicated that there will not be any changes to the operation of the 
refinery in the immediate future and that they intend to continue to refine products until 
spring 2025. <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial 
information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 

 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 

7. Ministers and officials have engaged extensively since the announcement with 
a variety of partners including UK Government Ministers. The Cabinet Secretary has 
convened the first meeting of the Grangemouth Future Industry Board (GFIB) 
Industrial Leadership Forum, that brought together key stakeholders to consider the 
Petroineos announcement and action that could be taken in response to this decision 
and potential future decisions.  
 
Engagement with Petroineos 
 
8. Both yourself and the First Minister have publicly stated the Scottish 
Government’s commitment to exploring all options to extend the life of the refinery.  
 
9. Petroineos wrote to you on 23rd January (Annex A) seeking further 
information. <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial 
information> 
 
10. <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial 
information>We have provided a response to Petroineos for your consideration within 
Annex C.  

 
Change in Petroineos CEO  
 
11. Officials have been made aware that the current CEO of Petroineos Trading 
Limited, Mr Zhu Wenjn, is expected to step down imminently, to be replaced by a 
new CEO who will be a senior representative within Petrochina.  
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
 
 



Project Willow 
 
12. In light of wide stakeholder and public concern that the Grangemouth refinery’s 
future transition must represent a Just Transition, INEOS has communicated to 
officials a desire to establish an appraisal study proposal into how the gap between 
the refinery’s future transition and the commissioning of new low carbon projects at 
Grangemouth could be bridged. This work, named by the businesses internally as 
“Project Willow” <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial 
information> 
 

• <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 

• <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 

•  <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 

13. There has been no formal financial ask of SG towards this project – short or 
long term, however, given the high profile nature of the refinery’s transition and the 
tight window within which the business is operating, officials expect that an ask will be 
forthcoming in the coming weeks. <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial 
or industrial information> 
 
14. DG Net Zero, along with officials <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of 
commercial or industrial information>, met senior representatives of the INEOS and 
Petroineos businesses at Grangemouth on Friday 26 January as an initial meeting to 
the site, during which was presented a high level  initial overview of Project Willow. 
<Regulation 10(4)(a)(Internal Communications)> 
 
<OUT OF SCOPE> 
 
Options Considered and Advice 
 
15. In light of key decision points highlighted above we have included below advice 
on both Statement to Parliament on 22 February 2024 and SG support to the business.   
 
Statement to Parliament  
 
16. You have committed to keeping Parliament updated regarding the emerging 
position and as a result a Ministerial Statement has been scheduled for Thursday 22 
February from 14:25 – 14:55.  
 
17. <Regulation 10(4)(a)(Internal Communications)>:  

<Regulation 10(4)(a)(Internal Communications)> 
 

<Regulation 10(4)(a)(Internal Communications)> 
 
<Regulation 10(4)(a)(Internal Communications)> 
 
Principles for Investment: SPFM Business Investment Framework 
 



18. The following is required to be considered in line with the Scottish Public 
Finance Manual (SPFM) Business Investment Framework: 
 
19. The investment must align with the following principles: 

• There must be a clear policy rationale for the intervention 

• There must be an anticipated commercial outcome for the investment, 
balancing the benefits and returns with associated risks  

• The investment must be supported by a comprehensive business case  and 
underpinned by proportionate due diligence. 

20. In line with the requirements of the SPFM and the Public Finance and 
Accountability Act (PFA Act), the Accountable Officer tests must be satisfied prior to 
any business investment by Scottish Ministers, including:  

• Regulatory of expenditure - demonstrating that the investment can be lawfully 
made, particularly in connection with legal powers of intervention and 
compliance with procurement law and subsidy control regulations.  

• Propriety – demonstrating that the investment represents an appropriate use 
of taxpayers money and can stand up to the high standards of public and 
parliamentary scrutiny 

• Value for money –demonstrating that the investment and its desired outcomes 
represent good value for money for the Scottish taxpayer.  
 

The business has not submitted and is not requesting financial support. <Regulation 
10(4)(a)(Internal Communications)> 

<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
21. It is therefore the recommendation of officials to continue working with the 
business and its shareholders to advance their early stage development of low carbon 
projects to help them get to market investable propositions such as the bio refinery 
and the blue hydrogen plant. 

 
22. We have included below the following projects we have supported / are 
considering supporting through Scottish Enterprise:  

 

Project Stage Funding  Funding  Dates 

Funded     

Petroineos Biorefinery Pre Appraise £87,500 SE Jul 2022 

Petroinoes Biorefinery Appraise £97,500 SE Aug 2023 

INEOS Blue Hydrogen 
Plant 

Appraise £500,000 SE Aug 2022 – 
Jul 2023 

Total Funded  £685,000   

     

Requested     



INEOS Blue Hydrogen 
Plant 

Select Phase £5,000,000 This needs 
appraised    

<Regulation 
10(5)(e) - 
Confidentiality 
of commercial 
or industrial 
information> 

 
 
Bio-refinery – Petroineos Refinery  
23. The Petroineos JV has committed to taking forward the assessment of a bio-
refinery at Grangemouth, which would see the conversion of the current refinery to an 
asset capable of refining Sustainable Aviation Fuels (SAF).  
 
24. If Grangemouth became capable of supplying SAF, it would be one of only a 
handful of sites in the UK, and the only site in Scotland, capable of refining this fuel 
type, giving Grangemouth a competitive advantage as the aviation industry becomes 
compliant with the UK’s 2030 SAF mandate.   
 
25. The project is currently at an early stage of development (‘Appraise Phase’) 
and is hoping to commence studies around feedstock, plant design and market 
regulation early next month and expects the studies to take around four months to 
complete.  
 
26. SG has awarded, via Scottish Enterprise, a grant for c. 45% of the Appraise 
study costs (£97,500) to INEOS, this stage of the project is expected to complete in 
May 2024. 
 
Blue Hydrogen Fuel Switching Project – INEOS O&P   
 
27. INEOS’ announced in 2021, £1.5 billion of spend to move to the production and 
use of blue hydrogen by all businesses at the Grangemouth site accompanied by 
carbon capture and storage of at least 1 million tonnes per annum of CO2 by 2030.  
 
28. This will include capturing CO2 from existing hydrogen production and the 
construction of a world-scale carbon capture enabled hydrogen production plant linked 
to the Scottish Cluster.  
 
29. INEOS is currently in the early stages of development and completed the 
appraise phase of the project in October 2023. SG provided £500,000 for early study 
work for this project.  
 
30. The business is hoping to commence preliminary work for a select study of the 
Fuel Switching Project. This detailed engineering assessment is planned to 
commence in Q3 2023 and will last 18 months at a total cost of £10m. 
 
31. <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information>. 
 
32. The business has submitted to SG a formal request for a 50% (£5m) funding 
contribution for the select phase of this project. This request is currently being  
assessed under the SPFM Business Investment Framework  



 
33. Any consideration of future funding schemes linked to the Grangemouth cluster, 
need to follow the SPFM and Business Investment Framework and appropriate 
PAO/AO clearances.  
 
Bute House Agreement Implications 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
34. GFIB is referenced in the shared policy platform – “Learning from the 
Grangemouth Future Industry Board, we will work with industry, workforce and local 
communities to consult on the best way to develop and implement sectoral Just 
Transition Plans”.  
 
Verity House Agreement Implications 
 
35. Economic transformation driven by just transition and net zero delivery is one 
of the key three agreements – ‘‘Transform our economy through a just transition to 
deliver net zero, recognising climate change as one of the biggest threats to 
communities across Scotland’’.  

 
Financial and Legal Considerations 
 
36. There are no financial or legal considerations attached to this submission.  

 
Sensitivities 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 

 
Quality Assurance 

 
37. This Submission has been approved by Susie Townend, Deputy Director for 
Energy Industries 
 
Conclusions and Next Steps 
 
<Regulation 10(4)(a)(Internal Communications)> 
 
38. Officials will continue to engage with the business on alignment of their plans 
and the work of the Just Transition Plan and GFIB oversight. In addition, we will 
liaise with your Private Office when we receive information regarding the new CEO 
of Petroineos Trading Limited 

 
39. Officials as a next step will work at pace to provide you with your briefing ahead 
of your statement to parliament on 22nd February.  

 
 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)> 
DECC: Energy Industries 
  



Cabinet Secretaries and 
Ministers Copy List For 

Action 

For 
Information 

Portfolio 
interest 

For 
Information 

Constituency 
interest 

For 
Information 

General 
awareness 

Cabinet Secretary for 
Transport, Net Zero and Just 
Transition  

 X   

Minister for Small Business, 
Innovation, and Trade 

 X   

Minister for Energy  X   

 

Officials Copy List 

Permanent Secretary 
DG Net Zero 
DG Economy 
Kersti Berge, Director Energy and Climate Change 
Colin Cook, Director of Economic Development 
Dermot Rhatigan, Economic Development  
Susie Townend: Energy Industries 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>: Energy Industries 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>: Energy Industries 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>: Energy Industries  
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>: Energy Industries 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>: Energy Industries 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>: Energy Industries 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>: Energy Industries 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>, DFM: Finance Programme Management 
Division 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>, FBP 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>, Subsidy Control 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>, Subsidy Control 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>, SGLD 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>, SGLD 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>, SGLD 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>, SGLD 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>, Strategic Commercial Asset Unit 
<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)>,  Strategic Commercial Asset Unit 
Leanne Dobson, Special Advisor 
Callum McCaig, Special Advisor 

 
 
  



<OUT OF SCOPE> 
<OUT OF SCOPE> 
<OUT OF SCOPE> 
<OUT OF SCOPE> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNEX C – SUGGESTED RESPONSE TO PETROINEOS 
Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair 

Work and Energy  

Rùnaire a’ Chaibineit airson Eaconamaidh do 

Mhath Dhaoine, Obair Chothromach is Cumhachd 

Neil Gray MSP 

Niall Gray BPA 

 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

 

 
 
Franck Demay 
CEO, Petroineos Trading Ltd. 
Sent by email: <Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a 
Third Party)> 

 

 
[Date] 
 
 
Dear Franck 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> You will 
be aware of the support we have already provided to the business to progress the 
engineering studies for the bio-refinery project <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality 
of commercial or industrial information> 
 
Grangemouth has been the centre point of Grangemouth’s industrial story for over 100 
years and I very much look forward to exploring  delivery of its next chapter: 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
NEIL GRAY 



 
 
<OUT OF SCOPE> 
<OUT OF SCOPE> 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

1) In scope Ministerial Advice from 5 December 2023 
 

<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)> 
DECC: Energy Industries Division 

5 December 2023 
 
GRANGEMOUTH <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or 
industrial information> 
Priority and Purpose 
 
40. Urgent – Officials are working at pace to ensure Ministers are able to undertake 
further escalated shareholder engagement in response to the Petroineos import 
terminal announcement. 
 
41. Purpose – On the request of the First Minister, to provide advice <Regulation 
10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
Recommendation 
 
<Regulation 10(4)(a)(Internal Communications)> 
 
<Regulation 10(4)(a)(Internal Communications)> 
 
42. You are invited to consider and note this advice, including: 

• Annex A – <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial 
information> 

• Annex B – <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial 
information> 

 
Context and Issues 
 
43. Petroineos announced on Tuesday 21 November 2023 that the business plans 
to commence preparatory work for new import terminal infrastructure at Finnart and 
Grangemouth. 
 
44. <Regulation 10(4)(a)(Internal Communications)>. 
 
45. Petroineos indicated that there will not be any changes to the operation of the 
refinery in the immediate future and that they intend to continue to refine products until 
spring 2025– <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial 
information> 
 
<Regulation 10(4)(a)(Internal Communications)> 
Background to the Grangemouth Refinery 
 
46. Dating back to 1924, a major component of the Grangemouth site is the 
Petroineos Refinery, which is owned and operated under the terms of a JV formed in 



2011 by INEOS and PetroChina (a subsidiary of Chinese state owned oil major 
CNPC). <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
47. The Grangemouth refinery is Scotland’s sole fuel refinery, <Regulation 10(5)(e) 
- Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information>and employs 500 Direct FTE 
and <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
48. However, in terms of performance, the Grangemouth refinery competes in a 
challenging and declining global market<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of 
commercial or industrial information> European refining industry fundamentals 
suggest that the weaker third of refineries will likely close over the next 10-15 years 
due to overcapacity in the region combined with reducing demand for refined products 
from increasingly efficient car engines and expected transition away from internal 
combustion engines.   

 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
49. <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information>, 
SG has been closely engaged with refinery management and senior representatives 
for some time, particularly through the early stages of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020 
and its acute market impact. <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or 
industrial information> 
50.  
51. <Regulation 10(4)(a)(Internal Communications)>The Scottish Government has 
therefore been committed to working with the business as well as the wider 
Grangemouth cluster as it transitions to net zero.  
 
52. Therefore, in late 2021, the business completed a study – co-financed by SG – 
to investigate a range of possible decarbonisation interventions across the site.  This 
study, undertaken by <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial 
information>, highlighted that decarbonisation and expansion into new markets is 
possible, and down-selected a long list of opportunities recommend targeted study of: 

 

• low-carbon hydrogen production facility; and  

• bio-fuels production onsite; or  

• a combination of both  
 

53. The report suggested that, whilst further work was needed, a future where 
Grangemouth leverages its infrastructure, skills and assets to remain a significant 
actor in the supply of fuels (be it hydrogen, synthetic aviation fuel, and biofuels) may 
be viable.  
 
54. Following the outcome of this review, INEOS announced in September 2021 
investment plans for a £1bn hydrogen and carbon capture plant at Grangemouth 
linked to the Scottish Cluster.  
 
55.  Petroineos subsequently sought to develop the bio-fuels concept and 
determine whether this pathway would result in: 



 

A positive commercial decision, as the refinery would be positioned to 
benefit from the UK Government’s Sustainable Aviation Fuels (SAF) 
2030 mandate in which at least 10%, by volume, of jet fuel is required to 
be made from SAF – where the refinery may build on its current market 
position as the major manufacturer of jet fuel in Scotland; 

A significant reduction in road and air transport emissions in Scotland 
through the consumption of lower carbon fuels. 

 
56. Since then the Scottish Government has been working with both businesses to 

co fund the early development phases of the projects through a mix of financial 
support and personnel support in which an employee of Scottish Enterprise was 
seconded to Petroineos to undertake a project on bio feed stocks and there 
potential sources. <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial 
information> 

57. The table below includes an overview of SG funding to date: 
 

Project Stage Funding  Funding  Dates 

Funded     

Petroineos Biorefinery Pre Appraise £87,500 SE Jul 2022 

Petroinoes Biorefinery Appraise £97,500 SE Aug 2023 

INEOS Blue Hydrogen 
Plant 

Appraise £500,000 SE Aug 2022 – 
Jul 2023 

Total Funded  £685,000   

     

Requested     

INEOS Blue Hydrogen 
Plant 

Select Phase £5,000,000 SG 
considering 
this funding 
request.   

<Regulation 
10(5)(e) - 
Confidentiality 
of commercial 
or industrial 
information> 

58. However, as mentioned these projects are in the early stages and <Regulation 
10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
  



Grangemouth Just Transition Plan  
 

59. As mentioned, in addition to working with the refinery business and its 
shareholders, officials have been working at pace to develop a place-based, industry 
specific Just Transition Plan for the region, committed to in our 2023 Programme for 
Government, that will outline the strategic long-term future of the industrial cluster.   
 
60. The plan will outline a range of possibilities for operations at Grangemouth in 
2045, including low-carbon hydrogen manufacture, carbon capture and storage, bio-
manufacturing and alternative low-carbon fuels as well as wider Just Transition 
impacts on the workforce, community and surrounding environment. 
 
61. This will be a first-of-its-kind document that will take into consideration a wide 
range of views on what the future of the industrial cluster should look like. We are in 
the final stages of drafting the vision ahead of further testing and refinement with the 
Grangemouth workforce, academia and the wider community.   
 
Options Considered and Advice 
 
62. Therefore, in light of both our engagement with the refinery business and the 
wider Just Transition work with the Grangemouth Cluster,  the First Minister requested 
Officials to examine the levers at the disposal of Scottish Ministers to extend the useful 
life of the asset beyond 2025 and/or enable the business to accelerate low carbon 
transition projects such as a biorefinery to align with the closure of the refinery.  
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 

<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 

<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
<Regulation 10(4)(a)(Internal Communications)> 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
Financial and Legal Considerations 
 
63. There are no SG Financial and Legal Considerations around the recent 
Petroineos announcement at this time. <Regulation 10(4)(a)(Internal 
Communications)> 



 
Sensitivities 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
 
Quality Assurance 
 
64. This Submission has been approved by Susie Townend, Deputy Director of 
Energy Industries. 
 
Conclusions and Next Steps 
 
<Regulation 10(4)(a)(Internal Communications)> 

 
65. Officials will focus on advancing at pace  our Grangemouth Just Transition Plan, 
which is due for publication in spring of next year.  
  
 
 

<Regulation 11 (Personal Data of a Third Party)> 
DECC: Energy Industries Division 

5 December 2023 
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ANNEX A – <REGULATION 10(5)(E) - CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMERCIAL OR 
INDUSTRIAL INFORMATION> 

 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information>. 
 
<Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information> 
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ANNEX B – <Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial 
information> 
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