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Details of Meetings  
 
“2. Please provide details of all meetings held between officials and/or the Cabinet 
Secretary for Education and Skills and stakeholders during which any of the 
following topics were discussed, between January 2024 and June 2025: 
 

• Religious observance in schools;  
• The proposals to amend the legislation on religious observance and religious 

education in schools; 
• The Children (Withdrawal from Religious Education and Amendment of 

UNCRC Compatibility Duty) (Scotland) Bill.” 
 
 
Religious Observance and Religious and Moral Education – Potential Legislative 
Changes – Officials Meeting with Ross Greer MSP 
10/04/2024 10:30-11:00 
Clare Hicks, Director of Education Reform 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team Leader, Curriculum Development 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
Ross Greer MSP, Scottish Green Party Spokesperson on Education 
 
Religious Observance and Religious and Moral Education Consultation – Humanist 
Society Scotland 
19/11/2024 12:30-13:00 
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Unit Head: Curriculum Unit - Society, Citizenship, 
the Arts and Languages  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team Leader, Curriculum Development 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
Fraser Sutherland, Humanist Society Scotland 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Humanist Society Scotland 
 
Religious Observance and Religious and Moral Education Consultation – SCES 
20/11/2024 09:30-10:00 
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Unit Head: Curriculum Unit - Society, Citizenship, 
the Arts and Languages  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team Leader, Curriculum Development 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
Barbara Coupar, Director of Scottish Catholic Education Services 
 
Religious Observance and Religious and Moral Education Consultation – ADES 
22/11/2024 09:00-09:30 
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team Leader, Curriculum Development 
Carrie Lindsay, ADES 
 
UNCRC Strategic Implementation Board minutes: November 2024 
26/11/2024 15:30-17:00 
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Attendees and meeting details can be found via the link below:  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/uncrc-strategic-implementation-board-minutes-
november-2024-summary/ 
 
Faith and Belief stakeholder meeting on 4 December 2024 at 3pm 
04/12/2024  
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], M&I Strategic Lead: Hate Crime and Faith and 
Belief 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team Leader - Faith and Belief Policy 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Senior Policy Officer  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Official 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Official  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Faith and Belief Policy Officer 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Family Law Unit Head 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Bill Team Leader - Ending Conversion Practices 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Officer - Ending Conversion Practices Bill 
Chris Ringland, Evangelical Alliance  
David Bradwell, The Church of Scotland  
Dee Bird, The Scottish Episcopal Church 
Ephraim Borowski, Scottish Council of Jewish Communities  
Frances Hume, Interfaith Scotland  
Fraser Sutherland, Humanist Society Scotland 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Scottish Ahlul Bayt Society  
Joe Goldblatt, Chair of Edinburgh Interfaith Association  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Humanist Society Scotland  
Joseph Sikora, Interfaith Officer for the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland 
June Clunie, Structures and Collaborative Ministry Secretary 
Matt Cormack, Scottish Pagan Federation 
Mohammed Adrees, Convener of the Muslim Council of Scotland  
Nicola Livingston, Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
Ravinder Kaur Nijjar, Co-Chair of Religions for Peace European Women of Faith 
Network  
Richa Sinclair, Scottish Hindu Foundation 
Stephen Allison, Minister for the Kiltarlity Free Church  
Susana McIntyre, Evangelical Alliance  
Stephanie MacMillan, Faith Formation and Ministry Engagement Coordinator 
 
Religious Observance and Religious and Moral Education Consultation – SCES 
19/12/2024 11:00-11:20 
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Unit Head: Curriculum Unit - Society, Citizenship, 
the Arts and Languages  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
Barbara Coupar, Director of Scottish Catholic Education Services 
 
Religious Observance and Religious and Moral Education Consultation – Scottish 
Association of Teachers of Religious and Moral Education 
19/12/2024 17:00-18:00 
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[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Unit Head: Curriculum Unit - Society, Citizenship, 
the Arts and Languages  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], STARME 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], STARME 
 
Religious Observance and Religious and Moral Education Consultation – 
SG/CYPCS Discussion 
07/01/2025, 10:00-10:30  
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team Leader: Social Studies, Expressive Arts and 
RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Officer, Children and Young People’s 
Commissioner Scotland  
 
Religious Observance and Religious and Moral Education Consultation - 
SG/Together Discussion 
09/01/2025, 16:00-16:30 
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team Leader: Social Studies, Expressive Arts and 
RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Legal & Policy Manager, Together  
 
Consultation on Religious Observance and Religious and Moral Education in 
Schools - Church of Scotland 
22/01/2025, 14:00-14:30  
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Business Support Officer  
David Bradwell, Parliamentary and Political Affairs, Church of Scotland  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Convenor of Education and Schools Group of 
Church of Scotland 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Co-ordinator of Education and Schools Group  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Public Life and Social Justice Staff Group  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Education and Schools group, GTCS rep with 
Church of Scotland 
 
Consultation on Religious Observance and Religious and Moral Education in 
Schools - Edinburgh Interfaith Association 
29/01/2025, 15:00-15:30 
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Business Support Officer  
Joe Goldblatt, Chair of Edinburgh Interfaith Association  
 
Consultation on Religious Observance and Religious and Moral Education in 
Schools - Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
06/02/2025, 09:30-10:00 
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Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team Leader: Social Studies, Expressive Arts and 
RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Business Support Officer  
Scottish Council of Jewish Communities Representative  
 
RO/RME Bill - Potential for supplementary data from local authorities 
06/02/2025, 16:00-16:30  
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team Leader: Social Studies, Expressive Arts and 
RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Unit Head: Curriculum Unit - Society, Citizenship, 
the Arts and Languages  
Carrie Lindsay, Association of Directors of Education Scotland  
 
Consultation on Religious Observance and Religious and Moral Education in 
Schools - Interfaith Scotland 
19/02/2025, 11:30-12:00 
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
Frances Hume, National Development Officer, Interfaith Scotland  
 
Consultation on Religious Observance and Religious and Moral Education in 
Schools – SYP 
28/02/2025, 10:00-10:30 
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Unit Head: Curriculum Unit - Society, Citizenship, 
the Arts and Languages  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team Leader: Social Studies, Expressive Arts and 
RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team Leader: English, Literacy and Languages 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Scottish Youth Parliament  
 
Religious Observance - SYP consultation 
07/03/2025, 13:30-14:15  
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Scottish Youth Parliament  
 
Religious Observance in Schools – SYP focus group 
18/03/2025 19:15-20:15 
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Scottish Youth Parliament 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)] MSYP 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)] MSYP 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)] MSYP 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)] MSYP 
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[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team Leader: Social Studies, Expressive Arts and 
RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
 
Children (Withdrawal from Religious Education and Amendment of UNCRC 
Incompatibility Duty) (Scotland) Bill 
27/03/2025, 15:30-16:00  
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team Leader: Social Studies, Expressive Arts and 
RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team leader: Children’s Rights Reporting and 
Monitoring 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Scottish Parliament  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Scottish Parliament  
 
Regular biannual meeting of officials working on RE across the 4 UK nations 
23/04/2025, 14:00-15:30 
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Religious Education and Observance in Schools 
Policy Officer 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Senior Education Officer  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Education Scotland 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Department for Education 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Welsh Government 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Ofsted 
(NI colleagues unable to attend) 
 
Meeting with Willie Rennie / Miles Briggs - Children (Withdrawal from Religious 
Education and Amendment to UNCRC Compatibility Duty) (Scotland) Bill 
28/04/2025, 15:00 - 15:30  
Attendees: 
Cabinet Secretary for Education & Skills 2024 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Religious Education and Observance in Schools 
Policy Officer 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team Leader: Social Studies, Expressive Arts and 
RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team leader: Children’s Rights Reporting and 
Monitoring 
Willie Rennie MSP  
Miles Briggs MSP 
 
Introduction of the Children (Withdrawal from Religious Education and Amendment 
of UNCRC Compatibility Duty) (Scotland) Bill – Scottish Catholic Education Services  
12/05/2025, 14:00-14:45 
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Religious Education and Observance in Schools 
Policy Officer 
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[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)] Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], School Policy Team Leader 
Barbara Coupar, Director of Scottish Catholic Education Services  
 
Introduction of the Children (Withdrawal from Religious Education and Amendment 
of UNCRC Compatibility Duty) (Scotland) Bill - Humanist Society Scotland 
20/05/2025, 16:00-16:45 
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Religious Education and Observance in Schools 
Policy Officer 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team Leader: Social Studies, Expressive Arts and 
RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy and Campaigns Officer  
Fraser Sutherland, Chief Executive Officer of Humanist Society Scotland  
 
Introduction of the Children (Withdrawal from Religious Education and Amendment 
of UNCRC Compatibility Duty) (Scotland) Bill - ADES/COSLA 
21/05/2025, 14:00-14:45  
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Religious Education and Observance in Schools 
Policy Officer 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Unit Head: Curriculum Unit - Society, Citizenship, 
the Arts and Languages  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], COSLA 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], COSLA 
Carrie Lindsay, Association of Directors of Education Scotland  
 
Introduction of the Children (Withdrawal from Religious Education and Amendment 
of UNCRC Compatibility Duty) (Scotland) Bill - STARME 
21/05/2025, 15:30-16:15 
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Religious Education and Observance in Schools 
Policy Officer 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], STARME Member 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], STARME Member 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Senior Education Officer  
 
Children (Withdrawal from Religious Education and Amendment of UNCRC 
Incompatibility Duty) (Scotland) Bill 
Meeting to discuss likely committee programme timings  
28/05/2025, 11:30-12:00 
Attendees: 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Scottish Parliament  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Scottish Parliament  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Scottish Parliament  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Scottish Parliament  
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[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)] Religious Education and Observance in Schools 
Policy Officer 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Policy Manager: RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team Leader: Social Studies, Expressive Arts and 
RME/RO 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team leader: Children’s Rights Reporting and 
Monitoring 
 
Monthly Meeting between Children’s Rights Unit and Juliet Harris, Director of 
Together 
16/06/2025  
Attendees:  
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Unit Head – Children’s Right 
[Redaction – Section 38(1)(b)], Team leader: Children’s Rights Reporting and 
Monitoring 
Juliet Harris, Director of Together  
 
A series of meetings were also held between RO/RME policy officials and the 
consultation analysis contractor EKOS from February-June 2025 to discuss the 
consultation report. 
 
  
 


