
DOCUMENT 1 
 
From: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 17 June 2025 17:07 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Cc: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; DG 
Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] ] [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot>; Andrew Hogg 
<Andrew.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] ] @gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot>;  edacted S.38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] ] 
@gov.scot;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;  
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>;  
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>;  
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: DFM meeting with UKG Minister Poppy Gustafsson -  
 
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)] / DFM PS 
 
[Redacted S.30(b)(i)] 
 
Can I please check if DFM would be content to add this as an item for discussion 
during the meeting with the UKG minister? 
 
Happy to chat or discuss further if needed. 
 
Many thanks.  
 
Kind Regards, 
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)] | [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] ] – Inward Investment Policy | 
Directorate for International Trade & Investment | Scottish Government 
Email [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] ] | Mobile: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] ] 
  



1 (2) 
 
Relevant material released extracted from unrelated ministerial briefing relating to 
meeting with UKG Minister for Investment. 
 

What Meeting with Baroness Gustafsson of Chesterton OBE, UKG Minister for 

Investment 

Where DFM's Office, Scottish Parliament 

When Tuesday 24 June 2025, 0815-0900 

Key 

message(s) 

• Attracting investment is a core priority for SG and crucial for delivering 

key initiatives like NSET, GIS, and our PfG commitments. It can also 

support our four key priorities – in particular – Growing our Economy.   

• Increasing the level of private investment into the Scottish economy is 

essential to our ambitions for Scotland.  

• Scotland has maintained its position as the top performing region or 

nation of the UK for inward investment projects outside of London for the 

tenth consecutive year, according to the latest EY UK Attractiveness 

Survey results, published on 17 June 2025. 

• Keen to collaborate on projects of significant importance to both the 

Scottish and UK Governments. 

Who • Poppy Gustafsson, UKG Minister for Investment   

• Iseabail Mactaggart, Deputy Director, DBT Scotland 

• [Redacted S38(1)(b)], Investment Partner Scotland, Office for 

Investment 

• [Redacted S38(1)(b)], Assistant Private Secretary to Minister Gustafsson 

Why [Redacted S28(1)] 

Expected 

outcome 

• Collaborating more effectively to attract greater private investment. 

• Increase awareness of UKG investment plans and priorities.   

• Establishing a foundation for productive future discussions including 

potential joint engagement at future events and summits. 

Supporting 

official(s)  

• Richard Rollison, Director, DITI, Scottish Government, Mobile: 

[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 

• Emily Mackintosh, Special Adviser 

Briefing 

contents 

Annex A: Agenda and Summary Page (Suggested Points to Make / 

Discussion Points) 

 

Media 

handling 

N/A 

Sensitivities Sensitivities are highlighted in Annex B. 

 



ANNEX A 
 
AGENDA 

 Topic Points to cover 

1 Inward 

Investment 

• EY Attractiveness Survey Results: Discuss / Highlight the latest 

EY results and Scotland’s robust inward investment performance 

in 2024. 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)].  

 

Offshore Wind Projects – order book certainty and Mingyang 

• [Redacted S.28(1) and S.30(b)(ii)] 

 
Mingyang 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• SDI have been working with Mingyang for several years, have hosted various 
inward visits and support Team Scotland coordination with DBT to streamline 
engagement with the company. 

• Minister for Business Richard Lochhead met the company during his visit to China 
in April. 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 
  



DOCUMENT 1 (3) 
 
Information relating to the request released, extracted from unrelated ministerial 
meeting note between the Deputy First Minister and Baroness Gustafsson on 24 
June 2025.  
 
Note of meeting between Deputy First Minister and  Baroness Gustafsson of 

Chesterton OBE, UKG Minister for Investment – 24 June 2025 

 

Attendees 

Kate Forbes MSP, Deputy First Minister 

Poppy Gustafsson, UKG Minister for Investment   

Iseabail Mactaggart, Deputy Director, DBT Scotland 

[Redacted S38(1)(b)], Investment Partner Scotland, Office for Investment 

[Redacted S38(1)(b)], Assistant Private Secretary to Minister Gustafsson 

Richard Rollison, Director of Trade and Investment, SG 

 

2. The DFM and the Minister discussed the massive economic and net zero 

potential of investment in offshore wind, [Redaction S.30(b)(ii)]. 

 

3. The investment opportunity to bring Mingyang to Scotland was discussed. The 

DFM noted that she had had a call with Mingyang on 19 June. [Redacted 

S30(b)(ii)]. 

  

 
Richard Rollison 



ANNEX  

 
Reasons for not providing information 
 
Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party 
An exemption under section 38(1)(b) of FOISA (personal information) applies to 
some of the information requested because it is personal data of a third party, ie 
names/contact details of individuals, and disclosing it would contravene the data 
protection principles in Article 5(1) of the General Data Protection Regulation and in 
section 34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018.  This exemption is not subject to the 
‘public interest test’, so we are not required to consider if the public interest in 
disclosing the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. 
 
Sections 30(b)(i) and 30(b)(ii) – free and frank exchange of views  
Exemptions under sections 30(b)(i) and 30(b)(ii) of FOISA (free and frank advice and 
exchange of views) apply to some of the information requested.  These exemptions 
apply because disclosure would, or would be likely to, inhibit substantially the free 
and frank provision of advice and exchange of views for the purposes of 
deliberation.  The exemptions recognise the need for Ministers to have a private 
space within which to seek advice and views from officials before reaching the 
settled public position which will be given in whatever final lines to take are 
used.  Disclosing the content of free and frank briefing material on policy issues 
relating to Mingyang will substantially inhibit such briefing in the future, particularly 
because of the complex issues and commercial sensitivities involved. 
  
These exemptions are subject to the ‘public interest test’.  Therefore, taking account 
of all the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in 
disclosing the information outweighs the public interest in applying the 
exemptions.  We have found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of 
upholding the exemptions.  We recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing 
information as part of open, transparent and accountable government, and to inform 
public debate.  However, there is a greater public interest in allowing a private space 
within which officials can provide free and frank advice and views to Ministers in 
briefings and lines to take.  It is clearly in the public interest that Ministers can 
properly provide sound information and robustly defend the Government’s policies 
and decisions.  They need full and candid advice from officials to enable them to do 
so.  Premature disclosure of this type of information could lead to a reduction in the 
comprehensiveness and frankness of such advice and views in the future, which 
would not be in the public interest. 
  
Section 33(1)(b) Commercial interests 
An exemption under section 33(1)(b) of FOISA (commercial interests) applies to 
some of the information requested.  This exemption applies because disclosure of 
this particular information would, or would be likely to, prejudice substantially the 
commercial interests of Mingyang. Disclosing this information would be likely to 
impact the company by giving competitors commercially sensitive information and 
disclosing information which was provided in confidence could significantly harm 
their commercial business. 
  



This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest test’.  Therefore, taking account of all 
the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing 
the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption.  We have 
found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the 
exemption.  We recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing information as 
part of open and transparent government, and to help account for the expenditure of 
public money.  However, there is a greater public interest in protecting the 
commercial interests of companies which are investigating potential investment and 
location options.  
 


