
ANNEX A 
 
Reasons for not providing information 
 
Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party 
An exemption under section 38(1)(b) of FOISA (personal information) applies to 
some of the information requested because it is personal data of a third party, ie 
names/contact details of individuals, and disclosing it would contravene the data 
protection principles in Article 5(1) of the General Data Protection Regulation and in 
section 34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018.  This exemption is not subject to the 
‘public interest test’, so we are not required to consider if the public interest in 
disclosing the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. 
 
Sections 30(b)(i) and 30(b)(ii) – free and frank exchange of views  
Exemptions under sections 30(b)(i) and 30(b)(ii) of FOISA (free and frank advice and 
exchange of views) apply to some of the information requested.  These exemptions 
apply because disclosure would, or would be likely to, inhibit substantially the free 
and frank provision of advice and exchange of views for the purposes of 
deliberation.  The exemptions recognise the need for Ministers to have a private 
space within which to seek advice and views from officials before reaching the 
settled public position which will be given in whatever final lines to take are 
used.  Disclosing the content of free and frank briefing material on policy issues 
relating to Mingyang Smart Energy Group will substantially inhibit such briefing in the 
future, particularly because of the complex issues and commercial sensitivities 
involved. 
  
These exemptions are subject to the ‘public interest test’.  Therefore, taking account 
of all the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in 
disclosing the information outweighs the public interest in applying the 
exemptions.  We have found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of 
upholding the exemptions.  We recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing 
information as part of open, transparent and accountable government, and to inform 
public debate.  However, there is a greater public interest in allowing a private space 
within which officials can provide free and frank advice and views to Ministers in 
briefings and lines to take.  It is clearly in the public interest that Ministers can 
properly provide sound information and robustly defend the Government’s policies 
and decisions.  They need full and candid advice from officials to enable them to do 
so.  Premature disclosure of this type of information could lead to a reduction in the 
comprehensiveness and frankness of such advice and views in the future, which 
would not be in the public interest. 
  
Section 28(1) – relations within the UK  
An exemption under section 28(1) of FOISA (relations within the UK) applies to some 
of the information requested.  This exemption applies because disclosure would, or 
would be likely to, prejudice substantially relations between the Scottish Government 
and the UK Government. Disclosure would substantially prejudice relations during 
candid internal discussions about policies. It is essential for the effective 
administration of the UK as a whole that there should be regular, and often private, 
communications between the Scottish Government, the UK Government and the 
other devolved administrations.  Disclosure of this information will mean that the UK 



Government is likely to be more reluctant to communicate as frequently and openly 
with the Scottish Government in future. 
  
This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest test’.  Therefore, taking account of all 
the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing 
the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption.  We have 
found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the 
exemption.  We recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing information as 
part of open, transparent and accountable government, and to inform public 
debate.  However, there is a greater public interest in maintaining close working 
relationships between the Scottish Government and the UK Government, and in 
protecting the free exchange of information between the administrations to ensure 
that we keep each other fully and regularly informed about matters of mutual interest, 
such as inward investment policy and engagement with companies and 
stakeholders. There is no public interest in disclosing information when that will 
damage relationships and disrupt future communications. 
 
Section 33(1)(b) Commercial interests 
An exemption under section 33(1)(b) of FOISA (commercial interests) applies to 
some of the information requested.  This exemption applies because disclosure of 
this particular information would, or would be likely to, prejudice substantially the 
commercial interests of Mingyang Smart Energy Group. Disclosing this information 
would be likely to impact the company by giving competitors commercially sensitive 
information and disclosing information which was provided in confidence could 
significantly harm their commercial business. 
  
This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest test’.  Therefore, taking account of all 
the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing 
the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption.  We have 
found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the 
exemption.  We recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing information as 
part of open and transparent government, and to help account for the expenditure of 
public money.  However, there is a greater public interest in protecting the 
commercial interests of companies which are investigating potential investment and 
location options.  
 
Section 32 international relations 
An exemption under section 32 of FOISA (international relations) applies to some of 
the information requested. This exemption applies because disclosure would, or 
would be likely to, prejudice substantially relations between the United Kingdom a 
foreign state. The effective conduct of international relations depends upon 
maintaining trust and confidence between the UK Government and other States. 
This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all 
the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing 
the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have 
found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption. 
We recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing information as part of open, 
transparent and accountable government, and to inform public debate. However, 
there is a greater public interest in ensuring that the UK Government is able to 



maintain good relations with other States, in order to protect and promote UK 
interests abroad. 
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DOCUMENT 1 
 
OFFSHORE WIND DIRECTORATE  
Briefing for Director of Offshore Wind – Floating Wind Days Conference, Norway – 
20 to 22 May 2025  
 
 

Director of Offshore Wind 
Floating Offshore Wind Days Conference 2025 

 
 
REDACTED – [OUT OF SCOPE] 
 
 
ANNEX B  
FULL CONFERENCE PROGRAMME  
  
Day 1 – Wednesday 21 May  

  

Time  Item  Location  

15:15  • Panel Q&A  

• [OUT OF SCOPE] 

• Shashi Barla, Head of Markets-International Strategy, Mingyang 
Smart Energy  

• TBN, Developer  

 
 
 
 
 
 
REDACTED – [OUT OF SCOPE] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DOCUMENT 2 
 
Collated Version  Forward Look Return – Team Scotland Commission 
     May – July 2025  
 
 
[REDACTED – [OUT OF SCOPE] 
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DOCUMENT 3 
 
From: Rollison R (Richard) <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, May 22, 2025 4:24:06 PM 
To: [Redacted S38(1)(b) [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: MingYang  
 
Hi [Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
I am speaking at an event tomorrow afternoon and it’s a Glasgow hol on Monday  
 
The simple version of this is that both we and DBT are continuing to engage with MY 
to seek to attract the investment. [Redacted S28 (1)]  
 
[Redacted: S.30(b)(1)] 
 
Is that enough to go on? 
 
Richard 
 
From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)] [Redacted: S.30(b)(1)] 
Sent: 22 May 2025 14:35 
To: Richard Rollison <richard.rollison@gov.scot> 
Subject: MingYang 
 
Hi Richard, 
 
Andy suggested I give you a call to get the background on MingYang from SG 
perspective – ahead of [Redacted: S.30(b)(1)] meeting them. It has now been 
confirmed that they are coming into our office on Monday afternoon with [Redacted: 
S.30(b)(1)], as they are in London on Sunday anyway. I am on a train for most of this 
afternoon – is there a time that might work for you tomorrow for a quick call? Or else 
Monday morning. Just really keen to get the lie of the land before going into the 
discussion.  
 
Thanks, 
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] [Redacted: S.30(b)(1)] 
 
 
  



DOCUMENT 4 
 
From: [Redacted Section 38(1)(b)] [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot] 
Sent: 30 May 2025 16:11  
To: Director of Offshore Wind [Redacted S 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot]  
Cc: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot] [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot]; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot]; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot] 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Ragne 
Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot [Section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Andrew Hogg 
<Andrew.Hogg@gov.scot; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
Richard.Rollison@gov.scot  
Subject: FW: Outstanding action for SE - OWIP  
 
Hi Michelle   
 
[Redacted OUT OF SCOPE] 
[Redacted OUT OF SCOPE] 
[Redacted OUT OF SCOPE] 
 
The following text below was in the minutes of the meeting on 30th January between 
DFM, Sir Jim, Adrian and others BUT I don’t think from the minute you were in that 
meeting on 30th January?   
 
“AG noted work undertaken by SE to analyse the intentions of the supply chain in 
this area and outlined the importance of looking at the development of the sector 
rather than on a development by development basis. The latter risks losing the 
supply chain due to missing the bigger opportunity presented by a sectoral 
approach. An example of this work was standardisation of designs for floating 
platforms, prioritising 2 or 3 designs, not many. SE to share this work with DFM. 
MingYang was  [Redacted S 33(1)(b)]  
[Redacted S 33(1)(b)] 
 
Attendees: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for the Economy and Gaelic 
(DFM), Professor Sir Jim McDonald, Chair of Scottish Enterprise (JM), Adrian 
Gillespie, Chief Executive, Scottish Enterprise (AG), Gregor Irwin, Director General 
Economy (GI), Stephen O’Neill, Deputy Director, Entrepreneurship  
 
[Redacted OUT OF SCOPE] 
[Redacted OUT OF SCOPE] 
[Redacted OUT OF SCOPE] 
[Redacted OUT OF SCOPE] 
[Redacted OUT OF SCOPE] 
 
Best, [Redacted S 38(1)(b)] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DOCUMENT 5 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b) 
Sent: 19 June 2025 11:00 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot> 
Cc: Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Official Sensitive - Briefing for DFM potential call with MY 
 
PO DFM, 
 
Official Sensitive and Commercially Sensitive 
 
We have received the following additional information from external affairs 
colleagues on MY which is useful context head of the potential call: 
 
[redacted: s.33(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Offshore Wind Directorate 
Scottish Government 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 19 June 2025 09:57 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot> 
Cc: Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot> 
Subject: Official Sensitive - Briefing for DFM potential call with MY 
 
Hi [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
As discussed, please find attached a very short brief for the potential call with MY. 
 
Michelle has already flagged to [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] – but DFM will also want to be 
aware of a story running in FT today.  There is no material change in position – our 
lines and approach remain the same.  I have pasted the text below and highlighted 
references to DFM/SG. 
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
 
US warns Britain over Chinese wind farm security risks 
Mingyang’s plan to build Scottish turbine factory has raised fears about surveillance  
The Trump administration has raised concerns with the UK government over plans 
by one of China’s largest wind turbine makers to supply North Sea wind farms from a 
new factory in Scotland. 



A US official told the Financial Times that Washington had warned London about 
what it argues are national security risks attached to allowing Mingyang to build a 
plant in the UK.  
The US intervention comes as British ministers review whether they should block the 
factory, amid questions raised by politicians over cyber security and the danger of 
being over reliant on Chinese technology.  
Guangdong-based Mingyang is not state owned, but critics argue there is a risk of 
interference from Beijing in its decision making.   
The UK government has become more cautious about Mingyang’s potential 
involvement in British offshore wind following a row with an unconnected Chinese 
company, Jingye Group, which owns a critical steelworks in north-east England, 
British officials said.  
A person familiar with London’s process over Mingyang’s possible involvement in UK 
wind supply chains added it was an “ongoing discussion” and that there were mixed 
views about whether or not to block the company. Ministers can block investment 
into the UK under the National Security and Investment Act.  
The American warning is the latest example of Washington voicing concern about 
Chinese activities in the UK as Sir Keir Starmer’s Labour government has sought to 
revitalise relations between London and Beijing.  
The White House has also warned Downing Street about allowing Beijing to build a 
new embassy in London.  
In the US, security officials have in recent years warned about the risk that Chinese 
wind turbines will house electronic surveillance technology, a particular worry when 
they are located close to military bases.  
The US official said Washington had also raised concerns with Berlin about allowing 
Chinese wind turbine companies to operate in Germany. Mingyang has won a 
contract to be the preferential supplier for a German offshore wind power project in 
the North Sea. But parts of the German government have raised concerns about 
national security and unfair Chinese competition.  
The US intervention in the UK highlights the difficult balancing act for Britain as it 
pursues clean energy goals at the same time as managing relations with Donald 
Trump as he takes a tougher stance with American allies on everything from trade to 
defence spending.  
Mingyang has not historically made wind turbines for the UK market but is in talks 
with developers Flotation Energy and Vårgrønn to supply floating offshore wind 
turbines for a North Sea project called Green Volt, as well as a separate project 
being developed by Cerulean Winds. It also has a preferred supplier agreement with 
Swedish developer Hexicon for a floating offshore wind project in the Celtic Sea.  
Supporters of Mingyang’s plans say the Chinese company’s turbines will enable the 
UK government’s ambitions to build floating wind farms. A factory in Scotland would 
also help create jobs, they argue. But opponents believe the UK risks becoming 
dependent on Chinese technology when it could instead encourage European 
turbine makers, and have raised security fears over Chinese suppliers operating in 
UK waters.  
“If Chinese-manufactured turbines are installed, security experts have warned that 
sensors could spy on British seas, defence submarine programmes and the layout of 
our energy infrastructure,” Tory shadow secretary of state for Scotland Andrew 
Bowie told the House of Commons in February.  
Supporters argue any risks can be regulated for and managed, and question 
whether it is appropriate for the US government to intervene. “America isn’t investing 



in its supply chain; why are they now interfering in other people’s options?” said one 
wind industry source. “It’s important for government and industry to push back and 
say, this is none of your business.” 
Britain’s security services have been feeding into a review of China’s role in the UK 
energy system, the Financial Times reported in February. Scotland’s deputy first 
minister, Kate Forbes, has previously indicated the Scottish government is open to 
Mingyang’s factory, telling the FT in November last year there was “room” for the 
company.    
Scotland’s deputy first minister Kate Forbes has said there was ‘room’ for Mingyang 
in the wind country’s industry  
The Scottish government is waiting for clarification about the security implications — 
a matter reserved to Westminster under Britain’s system of devolved regional 
governments. 
Blocking Mingyang would risk antagonising Beijing at a time when Britain is courting 
Chinese investment and co-operation on net zero.  
Ed Miliband, the energy secretary, travelled to Beijing in March for the UK’s first 
formal climate talks with the country since 2017.  
Since then the row with Jingye over the British Steel works in Scunthorpe has fed 
into concern about foreign control of key assets. Ministers used emergency powers 
to seize control of the site to prevent Jingye from closing the blast furnaces.  
A UK government spokesperson declined to comment on the Mingyang case but 
said the UK would “never let anything get in the way of our national security” and 
added that “investment in the energy sector is subject to the highest levels of 
national security scrutiny”.  
A spokesperson for the Green Volt project said: “We welcome all inward investment 
in offshore wind to help grow the sector, create jobs and build a thriving supply chain 
here in the UK.” Mingyang declined to comment.   
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
Offshore Wind Directorate 
Scottish Government 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
  



DOCUMENT 6  
 
From: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>  
Sent: 19 June 2025 06:27 
To: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]@fcdo.gov.uk>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Andrew Hogg 
<Andrew.Hogg@gov.scot [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted: 
s.38(1)](b)@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot[redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: FT Front-Page, 19 June - China/OSW 
 
Thanks  
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] - grateful if you could pull out existing MY briefing/lines from 
wider osw brief and work with [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] to provide a quick FMQ note 
which also captures the FT article.  
 
R 
 

 
  



DOCUMENT 7 
 
From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Tuesday, May 20, 2025 10:54:21 AM 
To: Richard Rollison  
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]; Director of Offshore Wind ; Ragne Low; [redacted: s.38 
(1)(b)]; Andrew Hogg; [redacted: s.38 (1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Off-Sen: MY Update  
OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 
 
Richard – for info [redacted: s.30 (1)(b] Hope this tallies with what you’re hearing. 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
 
From: Richard.Rollison@gov.scot  
Sent: 13 May 2025 14:50 
To: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; DirectorOSW@gov.scot; 
Ragne.Low@gov.scot; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; Andrew.Hogg@gov.scot; 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: Re: Off-Sen: MY Update 
Thanks [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Useful to see. It will be interesting to [redacted: s.30 (b)(ii)] 
R 

 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]@fcdo.gov.uk> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 13, 2025 7:26:50 AM 
To: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Ragne Low 
<Ragne.Low@gov.scot[Redacted S38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Off-Sen: MY Update  
 
OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 
Hi Richard 
In case not seen already, more interest in UK media on Mingyang: Potential role for 
Chinese firm in key UK windfarm attracts government scrutiny | Wind power | The 
Guardian 
[Redacted S38(1)(b] 
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
British Embassy I 11 Guanghua Lu I Beijing 100600 China 
(Tel: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
I (FTN[Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
I (Mobile: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
 
Follow us on [Redacted S28(1)] 
  



DOCUMENT 7 (2) 
 
From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)] @fcdo.gov.uk>  
Sent: 18 June 2025 14:38 
To: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot[Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot>; Andrew Hogg <Andrew.Hogg@gov.scot; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Off-Sen: MY Update 
 
[Redacted: Out of Scope] 
 
I’m not sure they are expecting a letter - no need to chase, as I could have 
crosswires. I think SDI colleagues in Beijing were asked for email contact details by 
our side, but weren’t sure if there had been follow-up/ anything issued. 
 
[Redacted S.30(b)(ii)] 
I’ll e-introduce you to [Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
 
From: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>  
Sent: 18 June 2025 14:23 
To: [Redacted S38(1)(b)] @fcdo.gov.uk> 
Cc: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AndrewHogg<Andrew.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Off-Sen: MY Update 
 
Morning 
 
[Redacted S.30(b)(i)] 
 
We are aware [Redacted S33(1)(b)]  
 
[Redacted S.30(b)(i)] 
 
Dfm is meeting Poppy Gustafson next week and [Redacted S.30(b)(i)] 
 
Cup of coffee with [Redacted S38(1)(b)] would be helpful though don't want to spoil 
his hol.  
 
[Redacted S.30(b)(ii)] 
Richard  
 



From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@fcdo.gov.uk> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 18, 2025 7:12 am 
To: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot>; Andrew Hogg <Andrew.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Off-Sen: MY Update 
 
OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - RECIPIENTS ONLY 
 
Hi Richard 
 
Official Sensitive and Commercially Sensitive 
 
I had some updates this week [Redacted S30(b)(ii)]  
 
Sharing for info: 

• From SDI colleagues: 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)]  
 

• From Embassy colleagues: 
     [Redacted S33(1)(b)]  

 
[Redacted S.30(b)(i)], [Redacted S.32(1)(a)(i)] and [Redacted S.28 (1)] 
 
 
Many thanks 
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
 
 
  



DOCUMENT 8 
 
MINISTERIAL ENGAGEMENT BRIEFING:   
KATE FORBES, DEPUTY FIRST MINISTER AND CABINET SECRETARY 
FOR ECONOMY AND GAELIC  
Briefing for call with Mingyang  
OFFICIAL: SENSITIVE - COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE  
 

What  Phone call with Mingyang [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

When  Thursday 19 June 2025, 10:20-10:40   

Who  DFM and Aman Wang, Vice-President Global Strategy & 
Investment, CEO of UK, Ireland and the Nordic Region  

Why  
  

An opportunity to emphasise the Scottish Government’s support 
for inward investment, within the limitations of UK Government 
decision-making under reserved powers.   

Key message(s)  • The Scottish Government is doing everything within its 
power to ensure that the offshore wind opportunity for 
Scotland is realised so that projects and the associated 
economic benefits we all want to see are delivered.  

• We welcome engagement with foreign investors and 
projects which have the potential to create significant 
numbers of jobs in Scotland whilst filling strategic gaps in 
the Scottish offshore wind supply chain.  

• Team Scotland stands ready to support Mingyang with 
developing its investment plans for Scotland.  
  

Expected 
outcome  

[Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

Supporting 
official   

Michelle Quinn, Director of Offshore Wind  

Briefing contents  Annex A: Summary page / top brief  
Annex B: Top lines   

  
ANNEX A  
SUMMARY PAGE  
 
Overview  
Officials understand that [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 
Mingyang is [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)] It has [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
Officials understand that [Redacted S33(1)(b)]  



[Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 
Officials understand [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)]. The company has [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 
Background - Commercially sensitive  

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 

 
Suggested discussion points  

• I understand that [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
• The Scottish Government places offshore wind at the heart of its energy and 

economic policy, and we are clear that there is a significant economic 
opportunity in establishing Scotland as a leader in floating wind deployment 
and supply chain.  

• It is a priority for us to secure the benefits arising from our offshore wind 
projects where it is possible to do so.   

• We welcome engagement with foreign investors and projects which have the 
potential to fill strategic gaps in the Scottish offshore wind supply chain, as 
well as creating jobs here in Scotland.    

• Can you share more about [Redacted S33(1)(b)]  
• [Redacted S33(1)(b)]WE have a unique approach to public sector 

engagement on offshore wind which brings together all of our public bodies 
with a single focus to bring efficiencies to delivery. Is there anything further 
that Team Scotland can do to support you in the selection process?  

• What is your [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 



 
[Redacted S30(b)(i)] 
[Reacted S28 (1)] 
[Redacted S30(b)(i)] 
 
Lines to take:  

• The UK Government is responsible for national security, the regulation of 
international trade, elements of critical national infrastructure including energy, 
and the application of the National Security and Investment Act.   

• We are engaging closely with the UK Government to understand the security 
implications of potential foreign investment in energy-related infrastructure.   

• Any support provided by the Scottish Government or its agencies, is 
considered in this context.   

• It is a priority for us to secure the benefits arising from these projects where it 
is possible to do so.   

• We welcome engagement with foreign investors and projects which have the 
potential to fill strategic gaps in the Scottish offshore wind supply chain, as 
well as creating jobs here in Scotland.    

• Information on potential investments is commercially sensitive and details can 
only be released once investment decisions are made.   

 
 

ANNEX B  
TOP LINES  
The Scottish Government is doing everything within its power to ensure that 
the offshore wind opportunity for Scotland is realised so that projects and the 
associated economic benefits we all want to see are delivered.  

• Scotland is at the forefront of offshore wind development globally with a 
current reported potential pipeline of over 40 GW of offshore wind projects, on 
top of the 3 GW which is currently operational.   

• In recognition of our significant project pipeline, and to underline our firm 
commitment to the offshore wind sector, we are currently consulting on 
proposals which would see Scotland’s offshore wind ambition increased to up 
to 40 GW by 2040.    

• We are investing up to £500m over 5 years to support market certainty, create 
a highly productive, competitive offshore wind economy and support 
thousands of jobs, while embedding innovation and boosting skills.  

• We welcome the commitment of developers to invest an average projection of 
£1.5 bn in Scotland per project on the 20 ScotWind projects.  

• To secure project delivery in Scotland as well as investor and supply chain 
confidence, the UK Government must prioritise the critical reforms necessary 
to improve the Contracts for Difference scheme, make transmission charges 
fairer, and bring forward grid connection dates.   
 

SKILLS AND WORKFORCE  
The expansion of offshore wind represents a once-in-a-generation opportunity 
to create thousands of high-quality jobs. Jobs that drive growth, foster 
innovation, and generate wealth.   



• These will be good quality, diverse, meaningful roles, offering opportunities for 
those entering the job market for the first time and those who want or need to 
change careers as part of a just transition.    

• Collective action must be taken in the short, medium, and longer term so we 
have the right people, with the rights skills, in the right place at the right 
time.     

• That’s why the Scottish Government has convened a short-life working group 
with industry and public sector partners to develop and deliver an evidence-
based offshore wind skills action plan in autumn 2025.    

• We are also providing targeted funding to the college sector in 2025-26 to 
establish an Offshore Wind Skills Programme, helping to create region-
specific training hubs for offshore wind skills 
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From: Andrew Hogg <Andrew.Hogg@gov.scot>  
Sent: 09 June 2025 14:50 
To: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot. 
Cc: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot] 
Subject: RE: MingYang - question from DGE 
 
Fantastic, thanks [Redacted S38(1)(b)]. I’ve only just picked this up between 
meetings and given proximity to 3pm meeting I’ve just flagged it in TEAMS to Gregor 
(text copied below)…. 
 
Gregor - in case it comes up at OWEB, colleagues in our inward investment team 
provided the following update on the latest position on Chinese investment in OSW:   

• [Redacted S28(1)]  
• Any support provided by the Scottish Government or its agencies, is 

considered in this context. 
• [Redacted S28(1)] 

 
 
From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 09 June 2025 11:33 
To: Andrew Hogg <Andrew.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot] 
Cc[Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: MingYang - question from DGE 
 
Morning Andy 
 
[Redacted S28(1)], [Redacted S.33(1)(b) and [Redacted S.32(1)(a)(i). [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)] keeps close to this issue. A brief update to Gregor with standard lines 
we’ve been using: 
 
[Redacted S28(1)] and [Redacted S.32(1)(a)(i) 

• [Redacted S28(1)]. 

• Any support provided by the Scottish Government or its agencies, is considered 
in this context. 

 
Will update if anything changes. 
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
 
From: Andrew Hogg <Andrew.Hogg@gov.scot>  
Sent: 06 June 2025 19:20 
To: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: MingYang - question from DGE 
Importance: High 
 
Hi both,  
 



Gregor is attending the Offshore Wind Exec Board on Monday afternoon.  We had a 
quick catch up with him today and in context of MingYang he asked about the status 
of UK Govt decision making / work on Chinese investment in OSW.  Is your team 
leading on this? And could you draft a few bullets that we could share with Gregor in 
advance of the meeting (3pm Monday).   Sorry for the late notice.  
 
Andy 
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From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Sent: 09 June 2025 08:57 
To: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>]; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [Redacted S38(1)(b]@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: MingYang - question from DGE - response by lunchtime Monday 9 
June 
 
HI [Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] advised Richard Rollison on 20 May that [Redacted S.30 
(b)(1). We have not heard anything in OWD since this update.  I suggest checking in 
with Richard in case he’s been made party to any further info on this.  
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] (she/her) | [Redacted S38(1)(b)] Offshore Wind Directorate | 
The Scottish Government | 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
 
 
From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 09 June 2025 08:44 
To: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: MingYang - question from DGE - response by lunchtime Monday 9 
June 
Importance: High 
 
Morning folks, apologies upfront on the deadline for this, just appeared Friday 
evening.  
 
Please send on to anyone not copied more relevant to the ask, essentially just a 
short update required for Gregor on the UK stance re investment/engagement with 
Chinese owned companies (in the context of Mingyang) in the OW sector. [Redacted 
S.30(b)(i)] 
 
Thanks 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
  



 
DOCUMENT 10 
 
An extract from this unrelated ministerial briefing document has been provided 
containing the reference to the related request.   
 
Sensitivities 
 
Inward investment from Chinese companies 

• [Redacted S30(b)(1)]  

• Advice was provided to yourself, FM and DFM on 7 March 2025.  [Redacted 
S30(b)(1)]  

• [Redacted S28(1)]



DOCUMENT 11 
 

Note of meeting between First Minister and Mr. Chuanwei Zhang, Chairman, 

Mingyang Group, 8 July 2025  

 

Attendees 
John Swinney MSP, First Minister 
Mr. Chuanwei Zhang, Chairman 
Ms Chao Zhang, Senior Vice President, 
Mr Aman Wang, UK President and VP Global Strategy and Investment 
Mr Zhanju Wang, Chief of Staff to the Chairman 
Richard Rollison, Director of International Trade and Investment, SG 
Michelle Quinn, Director of Offshore Wind, SG 
Reuben Aitken, Managing Director, SDI 
Emily Mackintosh, Special Advisor, SG 
John Webster, PPS to First Minister, SG 

 
1. The First Minister welcomed Mr Zhang to Bute House and noted it was a 

pleasure to meet him again following their meeting in London last year. 
 

2. The First Minister outlined the Scottish Government’s long standing 
commitment to renewables and his belief that offshore wind was vital to 
Scotland economic, climate change and energy future. He noted that 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)]. He emphasised the SG’s commitment to working 
closely with companies to realise opportunities and address practical issues. 
 

3. Mr Zhang thanked the First Minister for the meeting and noted that [Redacted 
S33(1)(b)].  

 
4. Mr Zhang outlined the history of Mingyang over the last 32 years and how it 

had grown to be the largest OSW company in the world with [Redacted 
S.33(1)(b)]. He also noted that Mingyang was active in other renewables such 
as solar and hydrogen.  
 

5. Mr Zhang indicated [Redacted S33(1)(b] 
 

6. The First Minister outlined [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 

7. Mr Zhang outlined [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 

8. Mr Zhang indicated [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 

9. Mr Zhang indicated [Redacted S33(1)(b)]  
 

10. [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 

11. Mr Zhang noted that [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 

12. Mr Zhang highlighted [Redacted S33(1)(b)]. He emphasised that Mingyang 
was a family owned, transparent public company which he personally led; that 



Mingyang would be a [Redacted S33(1)(b)] that met all local laws and 
regulations;  and that they wanted to contribute to the local community.   
 

13. Mr Zhang noted [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 

14. The First Minister emphasised that the Scottish Government would continue      
[Redacted S 28(1)] but noted that decisions on national energy infrastructure 
lay wholly with UKG. 
 

15. Mr Zhang indicated [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 

16. The First Minister  [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 

17. The First Minister and Mr Zhang thanked each other for a positive discussion 
and indicated that they looked forward to further discussions in due course. 
 

Richard  Rollison 
14 July 2025 
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Information relating to the request released, extracted from unrelated ministerial 
meeting note between the Deputy First Minister and Baroness Gustafsson on 24 
June 2025.  
 
Note of meeting between Deputy First Minister and  Baroness Gustafsson of 

Chesterton OBE, UKG Minister for Investment – 24 June 2025 

 

Attendees 

Kate Forbes MSP, Deputy First Minister 

Poppy Gustafsson, UKG Minister for Investment   

Iseabail Mactaggart, Deputy Director, DBT Scotland 

[Redacted S38(1)(b)], Investment Partner Scotland, Office for Investment 

[Redacted S38(1)(b)], Assistant Private Secretary to Minister Gustafsson 

Richard Rollison, Director of Trade and Investment, SG 

 

2. The DFM and the Minister discussed the massive economic and net zero 

potential of investment in offshore wind, [Redaction S.30(b)(ii)]. 

 

3. The investment opportunity to bring Mingyang to Scotland was discussed. The 

DFM noted that she had had a call with Mingyang on 19 June. [Redacted 

S30(b)(ii)]. 

  

 
Richard Rollison 
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Relevant material released extracted from unrelated ministerial briefing relating to 
meeting with UKG Minister for Investment. 
 

What Meeting with Baroness Gustafsson of Chesterton OBE, UKG Minister for 

Investment 

Where DFM's Office, Scottish Parliament 

When Tuesday 24 June 2025, 0815-0900 

Key 

message(s) 

• Attracting investment is a core priority for SG and crucial for delivering 

key initiatives like NSET, GIS, and our PfG commitments. It can also 

support our four key priorities – in particular – Growing our Economy.   

• Increasing the level of private investment into the Scottish economy is 

essential to our ambitions for Scotland.  

• Scotland has maintained its position as the top performing region or 

nation of the UK for inward investment projects outside of London for the 

tenth consecutive year, according to the latest EY UK Attractiveness 

Survey results, published on 17 June 2025. 

• Keen to collaborate on projects of significant importance to both the 

Scottish and UK Governments. 

Who • Poppy Gustafsson, UKG Minister for Investment   

• Iseabail Mactaggart, Deputy Director, DBT Scotland 

• [Redacted S38(1)(b)], Investment Partner Scotland, Office for 

Investment 

• [Redacted S38(1)(b)], Assistant Private Secretary to Minister Gustafsson 

Why [Redacted S28(1)] 

Expected 

outcome 

• Collaborating more effectively to attract greater private investment. 

• Increase awareness of UKG investment plans and priorities.   

• Establishing a foundation for productive future discussions including 

potential joint engagement at future events and summits. 

Supporting 

official(s)  

• Richard Rollison, Director, DITI, Scottish Government, Mobile: 

[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 

• Emily Mackintosh, Special Adviser 

Briefing 

contents 

Annex A: Agenda and Summary Page (Suggested Points to Make / 

Discussion Points) 

 

Media 

handling 

N/A 

Sensitivities Sensitivities are highlighted in Annex B. 

 



ANNEX A 
AGENDA 

 Topic Points to cover 

1 Inward 

Investment 

• EY Attractiveness Survey Results: Discuss / Highlight the latest 

EY results and Scotland’s robust inward investment performance 

in 2024. 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)].  

 

 

Offshore Wind Projects – order book certainty and Mingyang 

• [Redacted S.28(1) and S 30(b)(ii)] 

 
Mingyang 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• SDI have been working with Mingyang for several years, have hosted various 
inward visits and support Team Scotland coordination with DBT to streamline 
engagement with the company. 

• Minister for Business Richard Lochhead met the company during his visit to China 
in April. 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
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From: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] ] 
Sent: 17 June 2025 17:07 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Cc: Minister for Business and Employment <MinisterforBE@gov.scot>; DG 
Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] ] [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>;  
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot>;  [Redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot>; Andrew Hogg <Andrew.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;  
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot>;  [Redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot>; 
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;  [Redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
@gov.scot>;  [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;  
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>;  
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: DFM meeting with UKG Minister Poppy Gustafsson -  
 
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)] / DFM PS 
 
[Redacted S.30(b)(i)] 
 
Can I please check if DFM would be content to add this as an item for discussion 
during the meeting with the UKG minister? 
 
Happy to chat or discuss further if needed. 
 
Many thanks.  
 
Kind Regards, 
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)] | [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] ] – Inward Investment Policy | 
Directorate for International Trade & Investment | Scottish Government 
Email [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] ] | Mobile: [Redacted S.38(1)(b)] ] 
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From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@scotent.co.uk>  
Sent: 02 July 2025 09:46 
To[Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Scotland FM Meeting with Ming Yang Chairman 
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
Specialist – [Redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
  
From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@scotent.co.uk>  
Sent: 20 June 2025 09:15 
To: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn> 
Cc: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@scotent.co.uk>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@hient.co.uk>;[Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@hient.co.uk>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@scotent.co.uk>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn> 
Subject: Re: Scotland FM Meeting with Ming Yang Chairman 
  
Hi, [Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
  
Thanks for your email. Your request is well received. We will be back to you later. 
  
Best Regards. 
  
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]  

 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn>: Friday, June 20, 2025 2:36:45 PM 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]@scotent.co.uk> 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn>; 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@scotent.co.uk>; 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]@hient.co.uk>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@hient.co.uk>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@scotent.co.uk>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn> 
 
Scotland FM Meeting with Ming Yang Chairman  
  
Dear [Redacted S38(1)(b)], 
  
Hope this email finds you well. 
  
Mr. Chuanwei Zhang, Founder, Chairman of Mingyang Group,  plans to visit the 
Scotland at the beginning of July.  Following previous meeting between the Scottish 
Minister for Business and [Redacted S38(1)(b)], as well as the visiting of [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)], Scottish Enterprise, Mr. Chuanwei Zhang [Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
  
The suggested dates as below: 
July 7th  
  
The attendees would be: 



• Mr. Chuanwei Zhang, Founder & Chairman of Mingyang Group 
• Chao Zhang, Senior Vice President, General Manager of Mingyang Europe 
• Aman Wang, Vice President, Global Strategy and CEO of UK, Ireland and 

Nordics  
• Jie Cui, Global Strategy & UK Operation Director 
• Rhea Hu, Director of PR & Branding 

 
Key Topics Regarding the meeting with the First Minister of Scotland: 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 
Appreciate your feedback on whether The Scottish Government would be convenient 
to host the visit. For any information needed, please feel free to let me know. 
  
Look forward to hearing from you soon. 
  
Best Regards. 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
Ming Yang Smart Energy [Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
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BRIEFING FOR THE FIRST MINISTER – COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE 

 

MEETING WITH MINGYANG GROUP  

 

8 July 2025 
 

Key message [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
We are keen to understand the factors influencing your decision-
making and to explore what more the Scottish Government and 
Team Scotland can do to support you in selecting a site. 
 

What Meeting with Chairman of Mingyang Group. 

Why [Redacted S3(1)(b)] 

Who • Zhang Chuanwei, Chairman of Mingyang Group 

• Zhang Chao, Senior Vice President, General Manager of 
Mingyang Europe 

• Wang Aman, Vice-President Global Strategy & Investment, 
CEO of UK, Ireland and the Nordic Region, Mingyang Smart 
Energy 

• Cui Jie, Global Strategy & UK Operations Director, Mingyang 
Smart Energy 

Where Bute House 

When 13:00 – 14:00, Tuesday 8 July 2025 

Likely 
themes 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• Scottish Government position on Chinese inward investment 

• Potential for Government / public sector support  

Media  Private meeting, no media. 

Supporting 
officials 

Michelle Quinn, Director of Offshore Wind 
Richard Rollison, Director of International Trade and Investment 
Emily Mackintosh, Special Adviser 

 
Agenda and summary 
 
No formal agenda has been agreed, however Mingyang has indicated the Chairman 
will wish to discuss the following topics: 
 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• Scotland's inward investment policies and [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 
The company contacted you on 23 June to request a meeting during the Chairman’s 
visit to Europe. [Redacted S30(b)(i)] 
 



[Redacted S30(b)(ii)] 
 
Desired outcomes 
 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted S30(b)(ii)] 
 
Suggested points to make: 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• I [Redacted S33(1)(b)]. 

• Our world leading subsea engineering capabilities, and strong heritage and skills 
base in North Sea oil and gas production provide a perfect platform to deliver and 
sustain a thriving offshore wind economy in Scotland. [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 

Additional lines to take are provided in Annex C. 
 
[Redacted S28(1)] 
 
Previous engagements 
 
You met with Chairman Zhang at the UKG International Investment Summit in 
London on 14 October 2024 to discuss investment plans for Scotland and followed 
up with a letter emphasising the strategic value that Mingyang’s investment could 
bring to Scotland.  
 
Further detail on Ministerial, Team Scotland and UKG engagement is provided in 
Annex A.  
 
[Redacted S.28(1)] 
[Redacted S.30(b)(i)]  
 
On 18 June, the FT carried a story suggesting the US has warned the UK 
Government against the use of Chinese turbines, specifically referencing Mingyang’s 
potential inward investment to Scotland. [Redacted S.30(b)(i)]. 
 
[Redacted S.30(b)(i)] 
  
Lines to take: 

• The UK Government is responsible for national security, the regulation of 
international trade, elements of critical national infrastructure including energy, and 
the application of the National Security and Investment Act.  

• We are engaging closely with the UK Government to understand the progress it is 
making in considering the security implications of Chinese and other potential 
foreign investment in energy-related infrastructure.  

• Any support provided by the Scottish Government or its agencies, is considered in 
this context.  

• It is a priority for us to secure inward investment such as Mingyang’s as well as the 
significant economic benefits - where it is possible to do so.  



• We welcome the continued positive engagement with Mingyang on investing in 
[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] Scotland. [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 

• [Redacted S.28(1)] 
 
If pressed: 

• [Redacted S.28(1)] 

• [Redacted S.28(1)] 

• The SG and its agencies will continue to engage with Mingyang across the policy 
and delivery areas that we have responsibility for. 
 

Additional background 
 
Company profile 
Mingyang is a high-end wind technology and integrated clean energy solutions 
provider, founded in 2006 and headquartered in Yang Iang, Guangdong Province, 
China. It is a global leader in hybrid drive and anti-typhoon technology – as well as 
one of the world’s biggest wind turbine manufacturers. Mingyang is at the forefront of 
offshore wind innovation, having launched the world’s biggest wind turbine in 2023 
(MySE 18.X-28X). Mingyang announced further advances with installation of the 
world’s largest single-capacity offshore wind turbine (20MW) in Hainan, China. The 
company holds more than 60% of the offshore wind market share in China, and 
entered the EU offshore wind market in 2021 (Italy). The company has also formed 
strategic partnerships with European energy firms to enhance its technological 
capabilities and expand its global footprint. 
 

• SDI officials have been leading on engagements with the company [Redacted 
S.28(1)]. 

 
Mingyang Smart Energy signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the UK 
Department for International Trade in December 2021, marking a significant step in 
the company’s expansion into the UK offshore wind market. In 2023, Opergy Group 
and Mingyang announced a strategic partnership to support the entry of Mingyang 
into the UK offshore wind market. In 2024, the Offshore Wind industry-led Strategic 
Investment Model (SIM) developers announced Mingyang as one of ten priority 
projects, based on the relevance to delivery of ScotWind and INTOG projects. The 
SIM is wholly independent of Government and our agencies.  
 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 
Engagement history 
SDI officials have been leading on engagements with the company on establishing  
[Redacted S33(1)(b)] in Scotland since 2019, working closely on the proposition for a 
Scottish manufacturing facility since 2023. There has been extensive SG and Team 
Scotland engagement with Mingyang since. 
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] visited Mingyang factory and headquarters in Yangijang City, 
China, in May 2025. She met with Mr Wang, Dr Cui and Ms Hu, discussing the 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)]. 



 
Team Scotland support provided includes: 

• SE/SDI – support with workstreams on testing, supply chain and site selection, 
including facilitating and hosting multiple visits to Scottish ports and Ministerial and 
senior official visits in market. 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] – engaged in all of the above and leading on [Redacted 
S33(1)(b)] 

• SDS – designing bespoke skills propositions, understanding workforce 
requirements, availability of skilled workers as well as apprenticeship and training 
schemes. 

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
 
Most recent SG ministerial engagements are: 

• 9 February 2025 – Richard Lochhead, Minister for Business, met with Rui Zhang, 
Senior Vice President and Chief Marketing Officer in China to further discuss 
Mingyang's investment plans. Ministerial letter sent to Chairman of Mingyang as a 
follow-up from that meeting. 

• 19 June 2025 -The Deputy First Minister spoke to Aman Wang, Vice President 
Global strategy & Investment, CEO of UK, Ireland and the Nordic Region. 

  
[Redacted S.28(1)]. 
 
[Redacted S33 (1)(b)]. 
 
Public sector funding asks 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)]. 
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]. 

 
Annex B 

Biographies 
Zhang Chuanwei, Chairman of Mingyang Group 
Mr Zhang is a representative of the 12th and 13th National People's 
Congress. In 1993, he founded Zhongshan Mingyang Electric Co., Ltd., and in 
2006, Mr Zhang Chuanwei founded Guangdong Mingyang Wind Power 
Technology Co., Ltd. (the predecessor of Mingyang Smart Energy Group) and 
has been the President and Chief Executive Officer (General Manager) since 
then.  You met with Mr Zhang in October 2024. 
 
Zhang Chao, Senior Vice President, General Manager of Mingyang 
Europe 
From January 2017 to the present, Ms Zhang has served as General 
Manager of Capital Operation and Asset Management Department and 
Deputy General Manager of Mingyang and President of East China Smart 
Energy Research Institute, Vice President of Business and General Manager 
of Investment and Asset Management Department. From March 2023 to 
September 2023, she was a board member of Mingyang, and from 
September 2023 to present, she has been Vice President.  
 



Wang Aman, Vice President, Global Strategy and CEO of UK, Ireland and 
Nordics, Mingyang Smart Energy 
From February 2025 to present, Mr Wang has served as Vice President, 
Global Strategy and CEO of UK, Ireland and Nordics of Mingyang Smart 
Energy. Mr Wang is also currently a Senior Advisor at CECEP Environmental 
Consulting Group and has a wealth of experience working in supply chain 
since 2005. He has previous experience as a Managing Director and Partner 
at Boston Consulting Group between May 2022 – October 2024 and was a 
board member of 48 Group Club between November 2016 – August 2023.  
 
Dr Cui Jie, Global Strategy & UK Operations Director, Mingyang Smart 
Energy 
Since March 2025, Dr Cui has served as Senior Director of Global Strategy 
and UK Operation at Mingyang Smart Energy. Prior to this, Dr Cui spent over 
7 years at Boston Consulting Group, serving as a Consultant from February 
2018 – July 2021, a Project Leader from July 2021 – April 2024 and Principal 
from May 2024 – March 2025. Dr Cui was a Research Fellow at the Australian 
National University between March 2015 – December 2017 and was the Co-
Founder at IntoPV.com between January 2013 – December 2015.   
 
Rhea Hu, Director of PR & Branding, Mingyang Smart Energy 
Biography and photo not available. 

Annex C 
Top lines 
 
OFFSHORE WIND 
The Scottish Government is doing everything within its power to ensure that 
the offshore wind opportunity for Scotland is realised so that projects and the 
associated economic benefits we all want to see are delivered. 

• Scotland is at the forefront of offshore wind development globally with a current 
reported potential pipeline of over 40 GW of offshore wind projects, on top of the 3 
GW which is currently operational.  

• In recognition of our significant project pipeline, and to underline our firm 
commitment to the offshore wind sector, we are currently consulting on proposals 
which would see Scotland’s offshore wind ambition increased to up to 40 GW by 
2040.   

• We are investing up to £500m over 5 years to support market certainty, create a 
highly productive, competitive offshore wind economy and support thousands of 
jobs, while embedding innovation and boosting skills. 

• We welcome the commitment of developers to invest an average projection of £1.5 
bn in Scotland per project on the 20 ScotWind projects. 

• To secure project delivery in Scotland as well as investor and supply chain 
confidence, the UK Government must prioritise the critical reforms necessary to 
improve the Contracts for Difference scheme, make transmission charges fairer, 
and bring forward grid connection dates.  

 
UP TO £500 MILLION STRATEGIC INVESTMENT 
Our strategic investment of up to £500 million over five years is expected to 
leverage additional private investment of £1.5 billion in the infrastructure and 
manufacturing facilities critical to growing the sector. 



• We are well on track to deliver our £500m commitment to the sector, supporting 
market certainty, helping create a highly productive, competitive offshore wind 
economy and supporting thousands of jobs, while embedding Scottish innovation 
and boosting skills.  

• We will continue to work closely with industry and public sector delivery partners 
to ensure we identify and deliver the best projects at pace. 

 
Our strategic investment of up to £500m over 5 years will take a commercial-
first approach, with commercial investment from the Bank crowding-in private 
finance where possible.  

• UK Government funding and incentives will also be critical to unlocking investment.  

• Where Scottish public sector grant and incentives are required, these will be 
adopted only where they are essential to unlock commercial investment. 

• Our strategic funding will be delivered through the Scottish National Investment 
Bank (debt and equity) and the Enterprise Agencies (grants) and will blend 
commercial loan and equity investments and grants.  

• The individual investment opportunities will be subject to due diligence and value 
for money assurance processes. 

• Companies and investors who wish to discuss funding and investment 
opportunities in the offshore wind sector should engage with the Scottish National 
Investment Bank and the Enterprise Agencies, who are best placed to advise on 
what support could be available.  

 
GB ENERGY / INVESTMENT COLLABORATION 
We welcome the announcement that GB Energy will invest £300 million to 
secure manufacturing facilities for supply chain components which are key for 
the offshore wind industry. 

• Following the signing of the joint collaborative agreement between the Scottish 
Government and Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, Scotland’s public 
bodies are engaging directly with GB Energy to maximise investment opportunities. 

• We are taking a cross-public sector, Team Scotland approach, to coordinate 
activity. 

• We are engaging with GB Energy on funding priorities across the spectrum of 
Scottish clean energy interests, to ensure Scottish projects benefit from GB Energy 
funding in 2025/26 and beyond.   

• We welcome the collaborative agreement that UK Public Finance Institutions, 
including SNIB and Crown Estate Scotland, have signed with GB Energy to 
develop the UK offshore wind sector. 

• The interaction between the National Wealth Fund, GB Energy, the industry-led 
Industrial Growth Plan and the UK Government’s Industrial Strategy will be critical, 
and must allow projects in Scotland to take full advantage of opportunities from 
across the funding landscape. 

 
SKILLS AND WORKFORCE 
The expansion of offshore wind represents a once-in-a-generation opportunity 
to create thousands of high-quality jobs. Jobs that drive growth, foster 
innovation, and generate wealth.  



• These will be good quality, diverse, meaningful roles, offering opportunities for 
those entering the job market for the first time and those who want or need to 
change careers as part of a just transition.   

• Collective action must be taken in the short, medium, and longer term so we have 
the right people, with the rights skills, in the right place at the right time.    

• That’s why the Scottish Government has convened a short-life working group with 
industry and public sector partners to develop and deliver an evidence-based 
offshore wind skills action plan in autumn 2025.   

• We are also providing targeted funding to the college sector in 2025-26 to establish 
an Offshore Wind Skills Programme, helping to create region-specific training hubs 
for offshore wind skills.  

 
INWARD INVESTMENT 
According to the most recent EY Attractiveness survey, Scotland has 
maintained its position as the top performing region or nation of the UK for 
foreign direct investment (FDI) projects outside of London, for a record tenth 
year. 

• Despite a broader UK decline, Scotland's FDI projects remained resilient in 2024, 
securing our second-highest annual total and increasing our share of total UK 
projects for the sixth consecutive year to a record high of 15.8%. 

• Our strong performance is directly linked to the burgeoning renewables sector; 
utility supply was a top-three sector for inward investment in 2024, demonstrating 
our clear advantage in offshore wind and its associated supply chains. 

• Scotland's strong advantage in renewable energy is central to our Green Industrial 
Strategy. For example, the £350 million Sumitomo Electric facility in Inverness is 
already leveraging our Scottish supply chain, with companies like B.H.C. Limited 
providing crucial structural steel for their factory. 

 
Annex D 

Etiquette 
 
[Redacted S30(b)(i)] 
  



DOCUMENT 14 
 
From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 07 July 2025 10:58 
To: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; First 
Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low 
<Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; 
Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot Deputy First Minister and Cabinet 
Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Briefing - meeting with Mingyang - 8 July - OFF:SEN - commercial in 
confidence - restricted 
 
Morning [Redacted S38(1)(b)], 
 
Thanks for sending this over.  
 
Mr. Chuanwei Zhang, Chairman 
Ms Chao Zhang, Senior Vice President, 
Mr Aman Wang, UK President and VP Global Strategy and Investment 
Mr Zhanju Wang, Chief of Staff to the Chairman 
 
 
Many thanks, 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
M: [Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
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From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 26 June 2025 14:22 
To: Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; 
Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>;  
Cc: John Webster< John.Webster@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & 
Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Request to meet 
 
Afternoon all.  
 
MingYang have confirmed they are available to meeting 13:00 – 14:00 at Bute on 
Tuesday 8 July. They will send over an attendee list as soon as possible. 
 
 
Many thanks, 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
M: [Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
 
 
From: Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>  
Sent: 26 June 2025 12:42 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Cc: John Webster< John.Webster@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic 
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin 
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Request to meet 
 
Thanks, Emily 
  
[Redacted S28(1)] 
 
Ragne 
 
 
From: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Sent: 25 June 2025 14:28 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; David Hutchison 
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot Ragne 
Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot> 



Cc: John Webster< John.Webster@gov.scot>; Michelle Quinn 
<Michelle.Quinn@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Request to meet 
 
Hi [Redacted S38(1)(b)],  
 
We’ve discussed this with FM who would be content to meet with Mr Chuanwei at 
Bute House. Could you go back and ask whether Tuesday 8th July would work? 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Emily 
 
From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 23 June 2025 07:47 
To: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; David Hutchison 
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Ragne.Low@gov.scot 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Request to meet 
 
Morning Ragne,  
 
To confirm FM has received the below from Ming Yang. Copying spads and will 
come back to you as soon as possible on FMs availability to meet.  
 
Many thanks, 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
M: [Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn>  
Sent: 23 June 2025 05:33 
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot> 
Cc:David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@cardewgroup.com>; [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn>; [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]@scotent.co.uk> 
Subject: Request to meet 
 
Dear First Minister 
 
I write as Ming Yang's UK CEO to request a meeting for my Chairman, Mr Zhang 
Chuanwei and me in early July. The purpose of the meeting would be to discuss 
Scotland's inward investment policies, its energy transition, and to [Redacted 
S33(1)(b)]. 
 
As you may know from meeting the Chairman last October, we have been engaged 
over recent months with officials from Scottish Development International and 



[Redacted S.28(1)][Redacted S33(1)(b)]. [Redacted S38(1)(b)] and the Chairman 
would greatly value the opportunity to meet with you in Edinburgh  [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)]. 
 
Ming Yang is a private company specialising in designing, manufacturing, selling, 
and servicing MW-class wind turbines. With listings on the Shanghai, Shenzhen and 
London stock exchanges, Ming Yang deploys its cutting-edge technology across the 
globe, with the goal of powering the world with clean energy. 
 
Ming Yang is at the forefront of floating offshore wind, with both fixed and floating 
offshore turbines that set industry standards and push the boundaries in delivering 
scalable, affordable clean energy solutions to accelerate the energy transition.  
 
Mr Zhang Chuanwei is planning to be in Europe in early July and we wondered 
whether a short meeting in the first half of the week commencing 7 July might be 
possible?  
 
Do let me know if you would like any additional information. 
 
Best wishes 
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
Global Strategy and Investment 
Ming Yang Smart Energy 
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MINISTERIAL ENGAGEMENT BRIEFING:   
KATE FORBES, DEPUTY FIRST MINISTER AND CABINET SECRETARY 
FOR ECONOMY AND GAELIC  
 
Briefing for call with [Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
 
OFFICIAL: SENSITIVE - COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE  
 

What  REDACTED [Section 33(1)(b)] to discuss progress being made 
on REDACTED [Section 33(1)(b)]  

Where  Microsoft Teams  

When  Friday 20 June 2025, 09:15-09:30  

Who  [Redacted S.33(1)(b)]  
Why  
  

[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 

• Emphasise the Scottish Government’s commitment to 
maximising the economic benefits from offshore wind 
deployment.   

Key message(s)  • We are determined to maximise the economic 
opportunity for the Scottish supply chain from our 
offshore wind potential.  

• [Redacted S33(1)(b)] 
• It is imperative that [Redacted S33(1)(b)] support growth 

in Scotland’s floating wind supply chain, maximise the 
use of Scottish content, and support local job creation.  

Expected 
outcome  

[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 

Supporting 
official   

Ragne Low, Deputy Director, OWD  

Briefing contents  Annex A: Summary page  
Annex B: [Redacted Out of scope] 

 
ANNEX A  
SUMMARY PAGE  
 
Overview  
Officials understand that [Redacted S.33(1)(b)] Mingyang [Redacted S.33(1)(b)]. 
This may have [Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
  
[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 



The meeting is an opportunity to underscore the critical importance [Redacted 
S.33(1)(b)] supporting Scottish content, including supply chain and their choice of 
ports.  
 
Background – commercially sensitive  

• [Redacted Out of Scope] 
• [Redacted Out of Scope] 
• [Redacted Out of Scope] 
• [Redacted Out of Scope] 
• [Redacted Out of Scope] 
• [Redacted Out of Scope] 
 

Suggested discussion points  
• [Redacted Out of Scope] 
• [Redacted Out of Scope] 
• [Redacted Out of Scope] 
  

Sensitivities  
1. Chinese inward investment and national security  

Concerns have been raised in Parliament and the media about the national 
security implications of the use of Chinese turbine components in offshore 
wind projects and Chinese inward investment in offshore wind supply chain, 
specifically by Mingyang.   
 
On 18 June, the FT carried a story suggesting the US has warned the UK 
Government against the use of Chinese turbines, specifically referencing 
Mingyang’s potential inward investment to Scotland.  [Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
may ask for an update on the Scottish Government’s position.   
  
All discussions regarding Mingyang or other Chinese investment are without 
prejudice to UK Government decisions on security implications of use of 
Chinese components in offshore wind projects.  
 

Lines to take:  
• The UK Government is responsible for national security, the regulation of 

international trade, elements of critical national infrastructure including energy, 
and the application of the National Security and Investment Act.   

• We are engaging closely with the UK Government to understand the security 
implications of potential foreign investment in energy-related infrastructure.   

• Any support provided by the Scottish Government or its agencies, is 
considered in this context.   

• It is a priority for us to secure the benefits arising from these projects where it 
is possible to do so.   

• We welcome engagement with foreign investors and projects which have the 
potential to fill strategic gaps in the Scottish offshore wind supply chain, as 
well as creating jobs here in Scotland.    

• Information on potential investments is commercially sensitive and details can 
only be released once investment decisions are made.   
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Minute of meeting  
09:35 – 09:55, MS Teams, 20 June 2025  
 
In attendance:  
Deputy First Minister, Kate Forbes MSP  
Aman Wang, Vice-President Global Strategy & Investment, CEO of UK, Ireland and 
the Nordic Region, Mingyang  
Emily Mackintosh, Special Adviser, Scottish Government  
Michelle Quinn, Offshore Wind Director, Scottish Government  
Ragne Low, Offshore Wind Directorate, Scottish Government  
[Redacted S.38(1)(b)], Private Secretary, Scottish Government  
 
 
Discussion  

1. Aman Wang (AW) [Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
 
2. AW noted [Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 
 
3. DFM underscored the holistic approach that Team Scotland offers potential 

inward investors, and the strength of our ports sector.  
 
4. AW said the company were [Redacted S.33(1)(b)] 

[Redacted S.33(1)(b)] DFM was clear that these decisions were for the UK 
Government alone.   

 
 
 
 
 
Ragne Low  
Offshore Wind Directorate  
20 June 2025  
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From: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>  
Sent: 08 July 2025 22:21 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot> 
Cc: John Webster< John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot; Reuben Aitken <reuben.aitken@scotent.co.uk> 
Subject: Re: IMMEDIATE - FOLLOW UP NOTE TO CHAIRMAN MINGYANG 
FOLLOWING TODAY'S MEETING 
 
Thanks [Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
 
[Out of scope] 
 
[Redacted S30(b)(1)] 
 
[Redacted S30(b)(1)] [Redacted S33(1)(b)]. I said we would be happy to talk with 
[Redacted S33(1)(b)] [redacted S30(b)(ii). 
 
I said I would be happy to speak to CEO direct if that would be helpful.  [Redacted 
S38(1)(b)] said he thought that wasnt necessary and that he would be with them 
tomorrow and would update them on our call and make clear the offer to talk was 
there.   
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] was grateful for the call.  
 
Richard  
 
From: Michelle Quinn <Michelle.Quinn@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Director of 
Offshore Wind 
Sent: 08 July 2025 21:36 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot> 
Cc: John Webster< John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot; >; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Reuben Aitken <reuben.aitken@scotent.co.uk> 
Subject: RE: IMMEDIATE - FOLLOW UP NOTE TO CHAIRMAN MINGYANG 
FOLLOWING TODAY'S MEETING 
  
Hi [Redacted S38(1)(b)], 
  
Thanks for this -  the Chairman’s email is [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn 
  
Michelle 
  
From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 08 July 2025 21:19 
To: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot> 



Cc: John Webster< John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Reuben Aitken <reuben.aitken@scotent.co.uk> 
Subject: RE: IMMEDIATE - FOLLOW UP NOTE TO CHAIRMAN MINGYANG 
FOLLOWING TODAY'S MEETING 
  
I have the below email addresses: 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]@cardewgroup.com 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn  
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]@cardewgroup.com  
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn  
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn  
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]@mywind.com.cn 
  
If no one else has the direct one I will phone [Redacted S38(1)(b)] or @Richard 
Rollison if you are going to speak to him can you ask for the Chairman’s email 
please? 
  
Thanks, 
  
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
 
From: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>  
Sent: 08 July 2025 20:39 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: John Webster< John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Reuben Aitken <reuben.aitken@scotent.co.uk> 
Subject: Re: IMMEDIATE - FOLLOW UP NOTE TO CHAIRMAN MINGYANG 
FOLLOWING TODAY'S MEETING 
  
Can it go to the Chairman copied to the others in attendance.  This is the list 
  
[Redacted S38(1)(b)], Chairman 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)], Senior Vice President, 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)], UK President and VP Global Strategy and Investment 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)], Chief of Staff to the Chairman 
  
but I’m out just now I’m afraid and struggling to find e mail addresses. The most 
important thing is that it gets to the Chairman. do you have his e mail?  
 

 
From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> on behalf of First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 8, 2025 7:23:26 PM 
To: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: John Webster< John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Reuben Aitken <reuben.aitken@scotent.co.uk> 

mailto:John.Webster@gov.scot


Subject: RE: IMMEDIATE - FOLLOW UP NOTE TO CHAIRMAN MINGYANG 
FOLLOWING TODAY'S MEETING  
  
Hi Richard, 
  
The FM is happy for this to issue – can you please confirm who should be on the 
copy list and I will send from the FM box tonight. 
  
Thanks, 
  
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | 
EH1 3DG  
  
From: Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>  
Sent: 08 July 2025 17:28 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: John Webster< John.Webster@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot; Director of Offshore Wind <DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; 
Reuben Aitken <reuben.aitken@scotent.co.uk> 
Subject: IMMEDIATE - FOLLOW UP NOTE TO CHAIRMAN MINGYANG 
FOLLOWING TODAY'S MEETING 
  
FMPO  
Please see below draft text for a letter for FM to send to the Chairman of Mingyang 
following their meeting today. This is partly courtesy and partly about [redact 
S.30(b)(ii)]. It has been agreed with Michelle, Reuben and Emily. 
  
Dear Chairman  
  
It was a pleasure to meet you, [Redacted S38(1)(b)] and the wider Mingyang team at 
Bute House today to discuss our shared passion for running and our shared ambition 
for Scotland’s offshore wind industry and associated benefits for our economy and 
climate change. 
  
The way in which you have personally built Mingyang over the last 32 years to 
become a global leader in wind and other renewables, reducing capital and energy 
costs in the process, is impressive. [Redacted S33(1)(b)]. I also welcomed the 
emphasis you placed on creating significant opportunities, locally and across 
Scotland, in terms of employment and the supply chain. 
  
The Scottish Government and our agencies stand ready to work closely with you and 
to participate actively in the Taskforce you suggested.  
  
[Redacted S.28)1)] 
  
Please do not hesitate to contact me directly if there is anything further you wish to 
discuss. 
  
Regards 
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From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 08 July 2025 19:35 
To: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@cardewgroup.com>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Mingyang <mingyang@cardewgroup.com> 
Subject: RE: Request to meet 
 
Good evening [Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
 
Many thanks for helping to set this up. [Redacted S30(b)(1)] 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]  
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
 
From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@cardewgroup.com>  
Sent: 08 July 2025 16:54 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@cardewgroup.com> 
Subject: Re: Request to meet 
 
Hi [Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
Thank you for organising today’s meeting. I know the Chairman will be in contact 
separately to thank the First Minister and team.  
 
[Redacted S.30(b)(ii) 
 
Best wishes 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]Cardew Group, 29 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, WC2A 3EG  
Mobile: [Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
Landline: [Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)]@cardewgroup.com 
www.cardewgroup.com  |  LinkedIn 
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