
 
 
 
 
 
ANNEX A 
REASONS FOR NOT PROVIDING INFORMATION 
Personal data relating to a third party 
 
An exception under regulation 11(2) of the EIRs (personal information) applies to some of the 
information requested because it is personal data of a third party and disclosing it would contravene 
the data protection principles in Article 5(1) of the General Data Protection Regulation and in 
section 34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018. This exception is not subject to the ‘public interest 
test’, so we are not required to consider if the public interest in disclosing the information outweighs 
the public interest in applying the exception. 
 
Protection of the environment to which the information relates 
 
An exception under regulation 10 (5) (g) of the EIRs (protection of the environment) applies to some 
of the information requested because it would make public the locations of nesting and breeding 
sites of species protected under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and other 
protected species designations. 
This exception is subject to the ‘public interest test’. In this instance we consider that while there 
may be a public interest in disclosing this information as it may contribute to the transparency of 
decision making on the application in question, this interest is outweighed by the public interest 
arising from the protection of these protected species from the potential risk that would arise from 
publishing their exact nesting and breeding locations, for example from disturbance, egg collection, 
nest/sett destruction, etc. 

 
      Commercial confidentiality 

 
An exception under regulation 10(5)(e) of the EIRs (commercial confidentiality) applies to some of 
the information requested because it would make public information on the location of a private 
water supply of a business that is reliant on that water supply for its commercial operations. 
 
This exception is subject to the ‘public interest test’. In this instance we consider that there may be 
a public interest in disclosing this information as it may contribute to the transparency of decision 
making on the application in question, but that this interest is outweighed by the public interest 
arising from ensuring the business in question can operate without risk to its water supply. 
 
Internal communications 
 
An exception under 10 (4) (e) of the EIRs (internal communications) applies to some of the 
requested information, as it is considered internal communication within the public authority or for 
internal record- keeping. This exception aims to protect impartial decision-making by keeping 
internal discussions confidential and allowing timely deliberations. It is subject to the public interest 
test. Therefore, after considering all relevant circumstances, I have evaluated whether disclosing 
the information serves the public interest more than applying the exception. I have concluded that, 
overall, the public interest supports maintaining the exception. We recognise there is a public 
interest in transparency and informing public debate. However, this is outweighed by the 
importance of preserving unbiased decision-making processes and the proper consideration and 
implementation of decisions, which provides public authorities with the necessary space for 
impartial deliberation. 
 


