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July 2025  
 
Dear Colleague,  
 
UK Government-Commissioned Independent Review of Physician Associates 
and Anaesthesia Associates  
 
I am writing to highlight the publication of an independent review into the safety and 
effectiveness of Physician Associates and Anaesthesia Associates undertaken by 
Professor Gillian Leng on behalf of the UK Government. The review report can be 
viewed at: The Leng review: an independent review into the physician associate and 
anaesthesia associate professions. 
 
In accordance with the advice of our national Programme Board, established in 2024 
to consider the roles in Scotland, the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care 
recently wrote to the UK Secretary for State for Health & Social Care to convey a 
willingness to consider a UK-wide approach to the recommendations. Given the 
potential impact on the roles in Scotland, the Cabinet Secretary intends to reach a 
formal position on the recommendations following engagement with the MAPs 
Programme Board which we expect to be in September.  
 
I the meantime, we ask that you review the findings of the independent review and 
continue to ensure the operation of effective local supervisory arrangements for all 
Medical Associate Professionals. As part of this, all colleagues should be working to 
a clearly defined scope of practice. The Professional Assurance Framework for 
Physician Associates recently developed by the Scottish Association of Medical 
Directors may prove helpful in informing local decision-making. 
 
I hope this is helpful.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Professor Sir Gregor Smith 
Chief Medical Officer for Scotland 
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