
 

 

BACKGROUND NOTE FOR S6W-38376 
(To be completed as necessary with any additional information) 
 
Flows are pumped to Helensburgh Waste Water Treatment Works (WwTW) from 
Craigendorran pumping station on a variable speed basis through a pumping main 
 
All flows received at Helensburgh WWTW are screened to 6mm at the inlet works 
and receive primary treatment.   A maximum of 390 l/s will reach the Primary 
Settlement Tanks (PSTs) for primary treatment and 143 l/s will pass forward for 
secondary/final treatment.   
 
Flows above 143l/s are discharged through the WwTW Settled Storm Sewage 
Overflow (SSSO) where overflows are monitored and reported for Helensburgh 
WwTW.  
 
The maximum WwTW incoming flow of 390l/s will occur during wet weather/storm 
conditions driven by the upstream combined sewer catchment. Overflows from the 
SSSO should only operate when flows exceed 143l/s and the reported DWFs for the 
last 5 years were all less than the Flow to Full Treatment (FFT) of 143l/s.    
  
In terms of environmental impact, as part of Scottish Water’s last delivery 
programme, an environmental impact study was conducted for Helensburgh 
because the reported DWF (dry weather flow) for the WWTW exceeded the licenced 
maximum for 3 consecutive years or more – more flow is going through the WWTW 
than was envisaged at the design stage. The DWF compliance study is undertaken 
through a staged process.  Modelling undertaken as part of the study confirms 
increases in catchment flows and, therefore flows arriving for treatment.  However, 
since a large proportion of this flow receives primary and/or final treatment at 
Helensburgh WwTW, there is no deterioration of the Water Framework Directive 
(WFD) classification of the receiving waterbody.  The study recommends that the 
license should be varied to increase the DWF and that no further change in licence 
standards is required.  This amendment in licence has not yet happened. 
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