
   
 

   
 

MINISTERIAL ENGAGEMENT BRIEFING:  

KATE FORBES, CABINET SECRETARY FOR FINANCE AND THE ECONOMY 

 

What [Redacted - out of scope] 

Where MS Teams 

When 14:00 – 14:30  

27th August 2021 

Key Message(s) [Redacted - out of scope] 

Who [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

 

Why [Redacted - out of scope] 

  

This meeting has been arranged as an opportunity for the 

Bangladesh delegation to hear directly from Ms Forbes. 

 

[Redacted - out of scope] 

Supporting official  [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)], [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

Tel: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

Briefing contents [Redacted - out of scope] 

  

 

  

ANNEX A 

LINES TO TAKE 

  

• [Redacted - out of scope] 

  

• We look forward to welcoming the Bangladesh Prime Minister to Scotland for COP26 - I 

understand that officials are trying to facilitate a meeting between our First Minister and 

your Prime Minister (Sheikh Hasina). 

  

  ANNEX B 

1. [Redacted - out of scope]  

2. [Redacted - out of scope] 

3. [Redacted - out of scope] 

4. [Redacted - out of scope] 

5. [Redacted - out of scope] 

6. [Redacted - out of scope] 

 

7. [Redacted - out of scope] It was separately discussed at the July meeting whether there 

was potential for a meeting between the First Minister and the Bangladesh Prime Minister 

during COP26. COP26 officials are pursuing this.  

  

  

  



   
 

   
 

ANNEX C 

[Redacted - out of scope] 

  

[Redacted - out of scope] 

  

  

[Redacted - out of scope] 

 

[Redacted - out of scope]  

  

  

[Redacted - out of scope] 

 

 

[Redacted - out of scope] 

 

[Redacted - out of scope] 

 

International Bilateral Opportunities 

Bilateral invitations are wide- ranging and include:  

- [Redacted - out of scope] 

- Invites to bilaterals with the President of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina, President 

Hichilema of Zambia and President Chakwera of Malawi. 

 

 

[Redacted - out of scope] 

 

  

• [Redacted - out of scope] 

• Other international actors and priorities: The Prime Ministers of Nepal, Vietnam and 

Bangladesh have already requested meetings with FM, and we expect many more to 

follow.  

• [Redacted - out of scope] 

 

  

[Redacted - out of scope] 

  

[Redacted - out of scope] 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

Paper 3: Priory Diplomatic Engagement for First Minister  

  

  

Target Priority  
(high, 
medium
, low) 

Rationale Confiden
ce (high, 
medium, 
low) 

Status 

[Redacted - out of scope] 

[Redacted - out of 
scope] 
 

[Redact
ed - out 
of 
scope] 
 

[Redacted - out of scope] 
 

[Redacte
d - out of 
scope] 
 

[Redacted - 
out of scope] 
 

Rest of world priorities 

Sheikh Hasina, 
Bangladesh PM 

M Good opportunity to 
progress Global South 
agenda, expand 
relationships and promote 
trading opportunities. 
Consider including the UN 
Women event as longest 
serving female leader post-
Merkel.  

H Has already 
requested a 
meeting with 
FM 

[Redacted - out of 
scope] 
 

[Redact
ed - out 
of 
scope] 
 

[Redacted - out of scope] 
 

[Redacte
d - out of 
scope] 
 

[Redacted - 
out of scope] 
 

 

 

  

[Redacted - out of 
scope] 
 

[Redacted - out of scope] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rt Hon Nicola Sturgeon MSP 

First Minister of Scotland 

  

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  

EH1 3DG 

T: 0300 244 4000 

abcd 



   
 

   
 

  

  

  

  

  

H.E. Sheikh Hasina 

Prime Minister, Bangladesh 

  

By email: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

 

  

18 October 2021 

  

  

Dear Prime Minister Hasina, 

  

With COP26 in Glasgow now just weeks away, I know you will be focused on the important 

outcomes you wish to achieve for Bangladesh. I too am strongly committed to securing a 

positive set of commitments to deliver the Paris agreement, and an acceleration in global 

ambition towards a fair and just future. 

  

Of particular importance to me is the role of women leaders in delivering these outcomes. In 

that spirit, I will be hosting, in collaboration with UN Women, a high-level event during the 

World Leaders’ Summit, focusing on Women’s Leadership, to which I am pleased to extend 

an invitation to Her Excellency, Prime Minister Hasina. Details of the event are included 

separately.    

  

I do hope I will have the honour of welcoming you to Scotland, and cooperating on this 

important initiative, next month at COP26. My Office stands ready to work with yours to make 

the necessary arrangements.  

  

  

  

  

NICOLA STURGEON 

 

 

From: Choudhury F (Foysol), MSP  

Sent: 19 October 2021 17:24 

 To: DL MSPs <DLMSPs@parliament.scot> 

 Cc: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

 

 Subject: Bangladesh Prime Minister visit to Scottish Parliament 

Good afternoon Colleagues, 

As you know, COP26 will be critical for our planet to tackle climate change. 

Governments and negotiators from across the world will travel to Glasgow for the meeting to 

discuss how to keep temperature rises below dangerous levels and prevent the climate crisis 

from causing even worse catastrophes for the world’s poorest and most vulnerable people. 

mailto:DLMSPs@parliament.scot


   
 

   
 

Climate change will have a detrimental effect on some of the poorest nations on earth and 

together as one, it’s vital that we stand up and take on climate change. 

I am therefore delighted to inform you that the Scottish Parliament will be visited by the Prime 

Minister of the People's Republic of Bangladesh H.E. Sheikh Hasina on Tuesday 2nd of 

November 2021.  

The Prime Minister would be happy to meet with yourself.  

 

We have a planned reception for the 2nd of November 2021. The Presiding Officer intends 

to have a meeting with the Prime Minister at 7.30pm. The reception will host the arrival of 

members of the Bangladeshi Community from across Scotland and other dignitaries. The 

Prime Minister intends to make a speech at around 8pm.  

. 

It will be a great opportunity to speak to the Prime Minister on the effects of climate change 

and what more could be done to support some of the poorest nations dealing with effects. 

If you can attend, please RSVP to [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

 

Kind regards, 

Foysol 

Foysol Choudhury MSP 

 Member of the Scottish Parliament for Lothian Region.  

Shadow Minister for Culture, Europe and International Development. 

 

The Scottish Parliament | M1.14 | Edinburgh | EH99 1SP 

T: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

 

 Twitter: @FoysolChoudhury | Facebook: FoysolChoudhuryMSP 

  

 

I take your privacy very seriously and will handle all personal data received through my office 

in line with the requirements of the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and 

Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA). For information about how your personal data will be used 

by my office, please contact me via email to ask for a hard or electronic copy of my privacy 

notice. 

**********************************************************************  

The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of Scotland  

Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 

www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl 

  

The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this email in 

error please delete it and do not share its contents. 

********************************************************************** 

 

BRIEFING FOR THE FIRST MINISTER  

http://www.twitter.com/FoysolChoudhury
http://www.facebook.com/FoysolChoudhury
https://www.facebook.com/FoysolChoudhuryMSP
https://www.facebook.com/FoysolChoudhuryMSP
http://www.parliament.scot/
http://facebook.com/scottishparliament
http://twitter.com/ScotParl
http://twitter.com/ScotParl


   
 

   
 

  

«Women in Climate Leadership Bilateral with Bangladesh Prime Minister» 

  

«02 November 2021» 

  

Key message Key theme of the engagement and any SG link 

What Meeting with the Bangladesh Prime Minister  

Why The Bangladesh Prime Minister requested a meeting with the First 

Minister 

Who   

Where Diary Team will advise in covering email 

When Diary Team will advise in covering email 

Likely themes Women’s Climate Leadership, Redacted s.33 (1)(b), Gender Equality, and 

Human Rights and the Rohingya. 

Media    

Supporting 

official 

  

Attached 

documents 

Annex A – Country Profile 

Annex B – Sheikh Hasina Biography 

Annex C – Women’s Climate Leadership 

Annex D – [Redacted s.33 (1)(b)] 

Annex E – Gender Equality 

Annex F – Human Rights and the Rohingya 

Annex G – Bangladesh Community in Scotland 

  

 

Agenda and Summary 

  

Agenda 

Welcome to Scotland.  

Climate Change 

[Redacted s.33 (1)(b)] 

Gender Equality 

Human Rights and the Rohingya 

  

  

Summary 

  

• This bilateral meeting was organised following the Bangladesh High Commissioners 

request for the First Minister and Bangladesh Prime Minister to meet during COP26. 

Policy suggestion was for an invitation to be extended to the Prime Minister to attend 

the Women’s Climate Leadership event, and meet within the margins of this event.  

• This is an opportunity to discuss Redacted s.33 (1)(b), share knowledge and 

experience of Gender Equality, Climate Leadership, and Human Rights.  

• Opportunity to express regret that the First Minister will be unable to attend the PM 

speech in Parliament – it sounds as though it will be a wonderful event.  



   
 

   
 

  

Background – climate positions  

• A Lower Middle-Income Country since 2015, graduation from Least Developed 

Country status is expected in 2026. Action in Asia is key to limiting global emissions 

particularly eliminating coal power. Bangladesh is considered one of the countries 

most impacted by climate change. Natural disasters hit the country more frequently 

now, including tropical cyclones twice a year and the rise of the sea level and heavy 

flooding accelerate riverbanks’ erosion and loss of arable land. Bangladesh has also 

suffered prolonged heat waves.  

  

Coal 

• Bangladesh has committed to cancelling 10 coal fired power stations. Once these are 

cancelled Bangladesh’s actual coal fired power total will be c.5GW.  

  

Top Lines 

Phasing out fossil fuels is not an easy task, but Scotland is taking steps, including 

developing and investing in low carbon technologies and contributing to development 

of offshore wind, floating wind and marine energy deployment in Scotland’s waters. 

  

Wind Power 

• Bangladesh has a 724-kilometre-long coastline and also has many small islands that 

are capable of collecting strong winds provided by its northeast region and winter 

month breezes.  

  

Top Lines 

Scotland has significant expertise in wind energy technology which may be of interest 

to Bangladesh. 

  

  

[Redacted s.33 (1)(b)] 

 

[Redacted s.33 (1)(b)] 

 

  

Gender Equality 

• The First Minister may wish to express a willingness to exchange knowledge, ideas 

and best practice and Key Initiatives in relation to gender equality.  

  

Top Lines 

• Realising gender equality is a priority for the Scottish Government, and we always 

welcome the opportunity to learn from other countries around what action they are 

taking to improve women’s lives. 

• Gender equality is at the heart of the Scottish Government’s vision for a fairer Scotland, 

one where women and girls have and are empowered to exercise equal rights and 

opportunities, have equitable access to economic resources and decision making, and 

live their lives free from all forms of violence, abuse and harassment. That is why we 



   
 

   
 

continue to take forward work to protect, promote and improve gender equality, 

recognising intersectional inequality, in Scotland. 

  

Human Rights and the Rohingya  

• [Redacted s.30 (b)(i)] 

  

Top Lines 

• As a good global citizen, the Scottish Government is committed to securing democracy, 

the rule of law and human rights across the world. 

• Through dialogue, the SG seeks to promote international human rights standards in a 

manner that has practical impact. We demonstrate leadership and share practical 

experience of a human rights approach to policy-making and delivery 

• Thank Bangladesh for its accommodation of the Rohingya refugees but raise the 

importance of improving the conditions and livelihoods for the Rohingya during their 

time in Bangladesh. 

  

  

  

  

 

ANNEX A 

Bangladesh  

  

Population: 163 million 

Capital: Dhaka 

Governance: Unitary dominant-party parliamentary constitutional republic 

President: Abdul Hamid 

Prime Minister: Shekh Hasina 

Diaspora: 2011 Census – 3,788 Bangladeshi’s living in Scotland. 

Main languages: Bangla – also known as Bengali (98.8%) 

Natural Resources: Natural gas, Arable land, Timber, Coal 

  

Recent ministerial engagement  

8 October 2021 – Minister for Trade, Investment, and Innovation, Mr McKee, met with the 

Bangladesh High Commissioner in Glasgow to agree discussion points for a bilateral meeting 

between the First Minister and the Bangladesh Prime Minister. 

  

Hot topics 

[Redacted - (section 30(b)(i))] 

  

 

ANNEX B 

  

Biography 

  



   
 

   
 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina (pronounced: Shayk Haseena) was born in Tungipara, East 

Pakistan, on 28 September 1947. Born into a Sunni, Islamic family, she had 3 brothers and 1 

sister. Her father was Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the founding father and the first President of 

Bangladesh. While studying at the University of Dhahka, Hasina worked as a political liaison 

for her father, while he was imprisoned by the Pakistani Government. In 1968 Hasina married 

a prominent Nuclear Scientist, M.A. Wazed Miah, they have one son, Sajeeb Wazed (a 

Bangladeshi businessman and politician), and one daughter, Saima Wazed Hossain (an 

Autism activist). Hasina’s husband passed away in 2009. In 1975 her family was assassinated 

in their home by military officers, she and her younger sister, Sheikh Rehana, were in West 

Germany at the time. For six years Shiekh Hasina lived in exile in New Delhi. While living in 

exile in India, Hasina was elected President of the Awami League (AL) in 1981. Hasina served 

her first term as Prime Minister of Bangladesh from 1996 to 2001. She became the first 

Bangladeshi prime minister since independence to complete an entire five-year term. Hasina 

became Prime Minister again in 2009, and won a fourth term in 2018. Prime Minister Hasina 

has been criticised for the passing of the Digital Security Act 2018 - under which any criticism 

deemed inappropriate by the government over the internet or any other media could be 

punished by prison terms of various degrees.  

 

ANNEX C 

  

Women’s Climate Leadership Event – COP26  

  

• The Gender Action Plan agreed at COP25 is a vital step forward in advancing the 

interests of women in the UNFCCC and supporting gender-responsive climate policy. 

Implementation of the GAP will be an important feature of COP26, and in the years 

ahead.  

  

We also look forward to Gender Day on 9 November.  

• However, the Scottish Government are keen to ensure that we collectively focus minds 

on this hugely important issue from the very start of COP26. To that end, Scottish 

Government will be hosting a high-level event focussing on Women’s Leadership 

during the World Leaders Summit. We are pleased to be working closely with UN 

Women on this initiative.    

  

The event has two key components:  

o A High-level Panel, in collaboration with UN Women, on Tuesday 2 November 

at 11:30 in the Scottish Government Pavilion in the Blue Zone.  

o Women’s Leadership Statement to be launched at the panel. 

  

Panel 

• The First Minister will convene a panel of female heads of government from around 

the world - with strong representation from climate vulnerable countries - to discuss 

the gendered impacts of climate change and the importance of women’s leadership in 

addressing climate change.  

• Leaders will be invited by the Chair to make remarks focussing on the key issues in 

their country and globally, with regard to women and climate change, and to set out 



   
 

   
 

their vision for female leadership in climate action. The Chair will then moderate a 

discussion among panellists. The event will last no more than one hour, with high-level 

participants welcome to join for a shorter period according to schedules.       

  

Statement 

• The Women’s Leadership Statement is to be launched at the high-level panel, signed 

by the leaders participating in the panel and by female leaders from government, IGOs, 

business and civil society, and remaining open for further signatories through to the 

66th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women (March 2022).   

• The statement, drafted in cooperation with UN Women, will acknowledge the gendered 

impacts of climate change, note with appreciation the important work in this field to 

date, particularly by women leaders, and commit to further strengthening efforts to 

support women to lead on addressing climate change at community, national, and 

international level.    

• Together with UN Women we hope that the event and statement will act as a catalyst 

to attract further commitments to the Secretary General’s Initiative on Gender and 

Climate Change, and the Feminist Action for Climate Justice coalition launched at the 

Generation Equality Forum. 

  

  

ANNEX D 

  

[Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)] 

[Redacted - Section 33(1)(b)] 

 

ANNEX E 

Gender Equality 

Background 

  

• The First Minister may wish to express a willingness to exchange knowledge, ideas 

and best practice and Key Initiatives in relation to gender equality: 

  

o Through collaborative work on the Period Products (Free Provision) (Scotland) 

Act 2021, access to free period products is enshrined in law for anyone who needs 

them, building on Scotland’s world-leading work in this area. 

o On 20 August 2021, the Scottish Government published a Women’s Health Plan. 

The aim of this ambitious Plan is to reduce inequalities in health outcomes for 

women, and to improve information and services for women.   

o Violence against women is a fundamental violation of human rights, which is why 

we are implementing a strategy called Equally Safe to prevent and eradicate all 

forms of violence against women and girls, and to tackle the underlying 

attitudes that perpetuate it. 

o We will invest £100 million over three years to support frontline services and focus 

on prevention of violence against women and girls from school onwards. 



   
 

   
 

o We have set up an Independent Working Group to explore whether there should 

be a specific offence to tackle misogynistic conduct and whether ‘sex’ should be 

added to the hate crime framework. 

o We are taking forward activity to tackle the drivers of the gender pay gap set out 

in our Gender Pay Gap Action Plan published March 2019 

o The Scottish Government is committed to improving the representation of women 

and other under-represented groups in leadership roles, including a commitment 

to make ministerial appointments more diverse and reflective of Scotland’s 

population. This is why we passed the Gender Representation on Public 

Boards (Scotland) Act 2018. 

o In 2017, The First Minister appointed the National Advisory Council on Women 

and Girls (NACWG), with a mission to “be bold” and to challenge the Scottish 

Government about where it needs to do better in order to realise gender equality. 

o We are continuing to implement the broad ranging and ambitious 

recommendations of the First Minister’s National Advisory Council on Women and 

Girls (NACWG): 

o The Scottish Parliament unanimously passed the Forensic Medical Services 

(Victims of Sexual Offences) (Scotland) Act 2020, which will ensure that victims 

of rape or sexual assault receive a healthcare-focused response. 

o A Gender Equality Taskforce has been established following the NACWG 

recommendation to create a commission for equality in education and learning. 

Co-Chaired by the  Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills and Razannah 

Hussain, #iwill Ambassador, the taskforce will review all aspects of education and 

learnings, from Early Years and Primary  through Secondary and including 

Community Learning, to identify measures to address the lack of gender equality 

which remains evident in education and learning settings. 

o Since August 2021, all local authorities have been offering all eligible children 

1140 hours of funded early learning and childcare. We continue to work closely 

with local government to embed the benefits of the expansion, ensuring that 

childcare is flexible, affordable, accessible, and high quality. 

o We are also working to take forward the implementation of a Mainstreaming 

Strategy, to ensure that equality is at the heart of everything we do. 

o The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against 

Women (CEDAW) will be incorporated into Scots Law, so far as possible within 

devolved competence, as part of the new Human Rights Bill, as recommended by 

the National Taskforce for Human Rights Leadership in March 2021. Incorporation 

of CEDAW will strengthen protections for women in Scotland. 

o The Bill, to be introduced this parliamentary session, will give effect in Scots Law 

to a wide range of internationally recognised human rights – belonging to everyone 

in Scotland – so far as possible within devolved competence. 

  

  

 

ANNEX F 

  

Human Rights and the Rohingya 



   
 

   
 

  

Top Lines 

Scotland & International Human Rights  

• Scotland is a modern, inclusive nation which respects, protects and fulfils internationally-

recognised human rights. 

• As a good global citizen, the Scottish Government is committed to securing democracy, 

the rule of law and human rights across the world. 

• Through dialogue, the SG seeks to promote international human rights standards in a 

manner that has practical impact. We demonstrate leadership and share practical 

experience of a human rights approach to policy-making and delivery 

• International engagement presents an opportunity for the SG to share its experiences 

across a range of policy areas with a view to seeing the human rights of people across the 

world fully realised. 

  

Scotland & Human Rights at Home  

• As Scotland’s national government we understand that ensuring internationally-

recognised human rights have meaningful, everyday effect is our core function. 

• We defend existing human rights safeguards (Human Rights Act, Scotland Act and EU 

law), and are taking action to secure the progressive implementation of all human rights – 

including economic, social and cultural rights. 

• Work is ongoing to deliver a new Human Rights Bill, which will incorporate four United 

Nations Human Rights treaties into Scots Law, including legislation that enhances human 

rights for women, disabled people and minority ethnic communities. The aforementioned 

UN treaties are:  

 the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) 

 the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

(CEDAW) 

 the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD) 

 the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) 

  

Bangladesh, Refugees and the Rohingya 

  

Background & UK Contribution 

  

• Over a million ethnic Rohingyas have fled Myanmar and entered Bangladesh since the 

1990s.  

• In August 2017, armed attacks, massive scale violence, and serious human rights 

violations forced approximately 700,000 Rohingyas, half of whom were children, to flee 

their homes in Myanmar and seek refuge in Bangladesh. This has been the largest 

movement of refugees of the entire refugee crisis.  

• Since the 2017 exodus, the UK has been supporting Rohingya refugees with emergency 

lifesaving and life sustaining support. prioritising assistance to reduce pressure on the host 

community. The UK Government have provided £320m for the Rohingya crisis since 

2017[3]. Spending has reduced each year since 2017. 

https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?new=1&ui=en-GB&rs=en-GB&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=DC3BABA1-A0A6-D000-3595-3AB62694A558.0&uih=sharepointcom&wdlcid=en-GB&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v2&corrid=54f588f2-4763-9c01-8cd5-986f9dc5c678&usid=54f588f2-4763-9c01-8cd5-986f9dc5c678&newsession=1&sftc=1&uihit=docaspx&muv=1&ats=PairwiseBroker&cac=1&sams=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&sdp=1&hch=1&hwfh=1&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fscotsconnect.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FPopulationandMigrationDivision-Org-SG%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F23dfdcefc7b14b878748eeb0b2ea5ea3&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fscotsconnect.sharepoint.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%7D&ctp=LeastProtected&rct=Normal&wdorigin=DocLib&wdhostclicktime=1750762320360&afdflight=81&csc=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush#_ftn3


   
 

   
 

• The Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) has pledged £27.6m this 

year for the humanitarian response, compared with £47.5m last year, representing a cut 

of over 40%. 

• In October 2021, U.N. officials signed a deal with Bangladesh to help provide basic 

services to thousands of Rohingya refugees living on Bhasan Char[4]. 

  

Human Rights Issues/Sensitivies  

  

[Redacted s.30(b)(i)] 

 

ANNEX G 

  

Bangladesh Community in Scotland 

  

Background 

  

• According to the 2011 Census, Scotland is home to 3,788 Bangladeshi’s. 

• Prominent people in Scotland include Tommy Miah FRSA MBE known as “Curry King” 

is a Bangladeshi-born British celebrity chef, owner of the award-winning Raj 

Restaurant in Edinburgh, gaining an MBE in 2017 for services to Hospitality. In 1991, 

he founded the International Indian Chef of the Year Competition, to promote 

innovation and quality in Indian cooking, which attracts 5000 entrants from around the 

world. The competition also consists of an event to raise funds for the Sreepur Village 

Orphanage in Bangladesh. 

• Wali Tasar Uddin MBE was appointed as the Justice of the peace in 1984, the first 

Bangladeshi to hold the post, and from 1993 to 1997 he became the first Bangladeshi 

to be a member of the Honorary Consul in Scotland. He owns the "Britannia Spice" 

restaurant, which has received over 10 awards for being one of the top restaurants in 

Scotland.  

• There are a range of organisations that support Bangladeshis such as the Bangla 

education centre in Glasgow, Council of Bangladeshis in Scotland and Aberdeen 

Bangladeshi Welfare Trust.  

 

 

Summary of Key Activity for Tuesday 2 November 

1. Glasgow Women’s Leadership on Gender Equality and Climate Change in Partnership 

with UN Women  

First Minister hosted the high-level panel event  Glasgow Women’s Leadership on Gender 

Equality and Climate Change in partnership with UN Women. FM was joined by Prime 

Minister Sheikh Hasina of Bangladesh, Prime Minister Kaja Kallas of Estonia, and President 

Samia Suluhu Hassan of Tanzania for a panel discussion on the gendered impacts of 

climate change and the importance of promoting women’s leadership at all levels to address 

the climate crisis.  

https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?new=1&ui=en-GB&rs=en-GB&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=DC3BABA1-A0A6-D000-3595-3AB62694A558.0&uih=sharepointcom&wdlcid=en-GB&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v2&corrid=54f588f2-4763-9c01-8cd5-986f9dc5c678&usid=54f588f2-4763-9c01-8cd5-986f9dc5c678&newsession=1&sftc=1&uihit=docaspx&muv=1&ats=PairwiseBroker&cac=1&sams=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&sdp=1&hch=1&hwfh=1&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fscotsconnect.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FPopulationandMigrationDivision-Org-SG%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F23dfdcefc7b14b878748eeb0b2ea5ea3&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fscotsconnect.sharepoint.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%7D&ctp=LeastProtected&rct=Normal&wdorigin=DocLib&wdhostclicktime=1750762320360&afdflight=81&csc=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush#_ftn4


   
 

   
 

The Leaders launched the Glasgow Women's Leadership Statement    and called on women 

leaders from governments, intergovernmental organisations, business and civil society to 

add their names. The event attracted a large crowd to the Scotland Pavilion, and FM and 

panellists did a number of media interviews afterwards. Follow-up planned ahead of Gender 

Day on 9 November, announcing additional signatories since launch.        

2. First Minister met with Sheikh Hasina (SH), Prime Minister of Bangladesh following the 

Women’s Leadership Panel.  

SH thanked FM for her ‘bold decision’ in her announcement for £1m funding, including for 

Loss and Damage. FM and SH agreed that women must be part of the solution for finding 

ways to address climate change. SH will be visiting the Scottish Parliament soon and 

extended an invite for FM to visit Bangladesh. 

[Redacted - out of scope] 

 

 

From [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] >  

Sent: 08 December 2021 10:06 

 To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot> 

 Cc: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]  ;[Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)] ; DEXA COP26 Team <DEXACOP26@GOV.SCOT> 

 Subject: Readout - COP26 bilateral engagements 

  

FMPO 

  

With apologies for the delay, please see attached readouts of the FM’s bilateral meetings 

with Sheikh Hasina and the Papal Nuncio that were held during COP26.  

  

Grateful if FM can confirm that she is content for this to form part of the official record.  

  

Many thanks 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]   

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]   – International Climate Policy | Climate Change Division | 

Directorate for Energy and Climate Change 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

 

: @ScotGovClimate 

 

COP26 ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

Minister First Minister 

Type of engagement  COP26 Meeting   

Date 2nd November 2021 

mailto:firstminister@gov.scot
mailto:DEXACOP26@GOV.SCOT


   
 

   
 

Who Sheikh Hasina – Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh 
  
Also present: Bangladesh High 
Commissioner to UK – Sadia Muna 
Tasneem 

Key points  • FM met with Sheikh Hasina (SH), 
Prime Minister of Bangladesh 
following the Women’s Leadership 
Panel at COP26.  

• SH thanks FM for her ‘bold decision’ 
in her announcement for £1m 
funding, including for Loss and 
Damage.  

• FM and SH agreed that women must 
be part of the solution for finding 
ways to address climate change. 
Discussed the importance of training 
and employment 

• SH will be visiting the Scottish 
Parliament in the course of this visit 

• SH extended an invite for FM to visit 
Bangladesh 

  

Comments It was a very brief but positive bilateral with 
no formal discussions or actions agreed 

Attending official [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

Copy List   

  

 

 

EMAIL: FW: BANGLADESH PRIME MINISTER VISIT TO SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT 

 

From: Choudhury F (Foysol), MSP  

Sent: 19 October 2021 17:06 

 To: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

Cc: Sturgeon N (Nicola), MSP ; First Minister  

Subject: Bangladesh Prime Minister visit to Scottish Parliament 

  

Good afternoon First Minister, 

  

As you know, COP26 will be critical for our planet to tackle climate change. 

  

Governments and negotiators from across the world will travel to Glasgow for the meeting to 

discuss how to keep temperature rises below dangerous levels and prevent the climate crisis 

from causing even worse catastrophes for the world’s poorest and most vulnerable people. 

  



   
 

   
 

Climate change will have a detrimental effect on some of the poorest nations on earth and 

together as one, it’s vital that we stand up and take on climate change. 

  

I am therefore delighted to inform you that the Scottish Parliament will be visited by the 

Prime Minister of the People's Republic of Bangladesh H.E. Sheikh Hasina on Tuesday 2nd 

of November 2021.  

  

The Prime Minister would be delighted to meet with yourself.  

  

We have a planned reception for the 2nd of November 2021. The Presiding Officer intends 

to have a meeting with the Prime Minister at 7.30pm and should be available to meet at 

7.45pm. Of course, you are able to meet the Prime Minister at the reception if that would be 

preferable. The reception will host the arrival of members of the Bangladeshi community 

from across Scotland and other dignitaries. The Prime Minister intends to make a speech at 

around 8pm.  

. 

This will be an excellent opportunity to not just strengthen Scottish and Bangladeshi 

relations, but to further our partnership on the effects of climate change and what more could 

be done to support some of the poorest nations dealing with effects. 

  

Kind regards, 

 

Foysol 

  

  

Foysol Choudhury MSP 

 Member of the Scottish Parliament for Lothian Region.  

Shadow Minister for Culture, Europe and International Development. 

 

The Scottish Parliament | M1.14 | Edinburgh | EH99 1SP 

T: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

 

 Twitter: @FoysolChoudhury | Facebook: FoysolChoudhuryMSP 

  

 

  

I take your privacy very seriously and will handle all personal data received through my office 

in line with the requirements of the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and 

Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA). For information about how your personal data will be used 

by my office, please contact me via email to ask for a hard or electronic copy of my privacy 

notice. 

  

**********************************************************************  

The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of Scotland  

Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 

http://www.twitter.com/FoysolChoudhury
http://www.facebook.com/FoysolChoudhury
https://www.facebook.com/FoysolChoudhuryMSP
https://www.facebook.com/FoysolChoudhuryMSP


   
 

   
 

www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl 

  

The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this email in 

error please delete it and do not share its contents. 

********************************************************************** 

 

 

 

EMAIL: Bangladesh - PM Speech - 2 November 

 

Hi attached is the briefing. The latest from Parliament events:  

  

Hello [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

 

  

I have room Q1.04 booked tomorrow evening. Feel free to use this room for the DFM’s 

meeting. The original plan was for the PO to ‘handover’ to Foysol Choudhury MSP (as the 

event host) upon conclusion of her meeting at 7.45pm. However, we will now brief the PO 

to handover to the DFM outside Q1.04 at 7.45pm.  

  

If the DFM wants to escort the PM to the Garden Lobby and ‘handover’ to Mr Choudhury 

there, grateful if you could advise. Otherwise, I will advise Mr Choudhury to wait outside 

Q1.04 at 7.55pm to escort the PM downstairs for the start of his event.  

  

Many thanks 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] | [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] I Directorate for External 

Affairs I 2H South, Victoria Quay, Leith, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ I *: [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)]  

| [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

 

 

EMAIL: RE: Minister for Business meeting with Bangladesh High Commissioner - 8 

October - read out 

Good Morning,  

  

The DFM will attend the Bangladesh event in Parliament and has requested to speak with 

the Bangladesh PM at 19:45, please could you confirm in which room the meeting with the 

Presiding Officer, PM, and DFM will be taking place? 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/
http://facebook.com/scottishparliament
http://twitter.com/ScotParl
http://twitter.com/ScotParl


   
 

   
 

All of the ministers were sent the same invitation – which included a line about the PM 

wanting to meet them. However the only Minister who will be meeting with the PM will be the 

DFM – for 10 minutes if possible?  

  

Thanks,  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] | [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] I Directorate for External 

Affairs I 2H South, Victoria Quay, Leith, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ I *: [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)] | ( [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

 

  

From: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 21 October 2021 10:50 

 To: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] ; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

Cc: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] ; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] ; [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)] ; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

Subject: RE: Minister for Business meeting with Bangladesh High Commissioner - 8 

October - read out 

  

Hi all 

  

Just a quick update from me. The Presiding Officer has agreed to meet the PM on arrival 

(7.30pm) and host a short meeting thereafter. We have indicated to the PO that her meeting 

will only take around 20 minutes but are flexible on these timings so can cut it short to allow 

a meeting with the FM and/or other SG Ministers. 

  

For info, I have booked room Q1.03 in Queensberry House that evening (the PO’s meeting 

will be next door in Q1.01). Content to release this to the Government for any Ministerial 

meetings to save taking the PM from QBH to the Ministerial Tower and back down again for 

the reception. Just let me know if you want me to keep this booking. 

  

I just need confirmation of who will be in the PM’s delegation and, from that delegation, who 

will attend the meeting with the PO (due to COVID regs our room can only accommodate 6 

from the PM’s party). Hopefully we will get that info from the High Commission later this 

week, along with a note of car/transport details. Our police unit and security team are aware 

of this visit.  

  

Best wishes 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] | International Relations Office | The Scottish Parliament 

Mobile: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

  

  



   
 

   
 

From: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 21 October 2021 10:36 

 To: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] > 

 Cc: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] >; [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)] [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] > 

 Subject: RE: Minister for Business meeting with Bangladesh High Commissioner - 8 

October - read out 

  

Hi [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)],  

  

Hope you are well. I was wondering if there is any news/updates on the attendees or the 

event itself? FM has received the invite, but I am keen to get as much information as I can 

so that [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] and I make the correct recommendation. Grateful for 

any update you may have. 

  

Best wishes, 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] | [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] I Directorate for External 

Affairs I 2H South, Victoria Quay, Leith, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ I *: [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)] | ([Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

 

From: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] >  

Sent: 18 October 2021 11:41 

 To: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] > 

 Cc: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] >; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] > 

 Subject: RE: Minister for Business meeting with Bangladesh High Commissioner - 8 

October - read out 

  

Hi [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

Thanks for the email. Can we chat tomorrow at 12pm (on TEAMS?) 

  

I’m still in the dark and I’ve asked for a contact in the High Commission who will be dealing 

with the invites and the guest list. Due to the current restrictions in place we’re working to a 

capacity of 55 in the event venue. This needs to include the Prime Minister, her entourage, 

all MSPs and external guests. I’m very keen to talk to someone in the High Commission so 

that number is agreed before invitations go out. I’m still liaising with the Members’ office and, 

like you, I’m not getting much back but maybe by 12pm tomorrow we’ll have some more info.  

  

With thanks  

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

Events and Exhibitions Team 

The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 



   
 

   
 

EH99 1SP  

  

I am currently working from home.  

  

 

  

We handle any personal information you give us when making an enquiry or requesting a 

booking in line with the Data Protection Act 2018 and UK GDPR. Privacy Notices which 

provide more information are here or contact us for more information. 

  

  

  

From: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] >  

Sent: Monday, October 18, 2021 11:33 AM 

 To: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] > 

 Cc: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)] 

 Subject: RE: Minister for Business meeting with Bangladesh High Commissioner - 8 

October - read out 

 Importance: High 

  

CAUTION: This e-mail originated from outside of The Scottish Parliament. Do not click links 

or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 

  

Hi [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)], 

  

Hope this email finds you well. I was wondering if you could let me know about the invites 

and attendees for the event in Parliament on the 2nd November that the Bangladesh PM will 

be attending? 

  

There is quite a bit of confusion around the event, I am being told by the Bangladesh HC that 

they are keen for Ministerial involvement, but are not providing me with the information I 

need to take this forward. I was wondering if I could organise a call for us and [Redacted – 

Section 38(1)(b)] (ccd) to discuss the event further. [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] and I are 

available 14:00 – 15:00 today or tomorrow between 11:30 and 13:00? 

  

Please let me know if any time there suits and I will send a teams invite.  

  

Best Wishes, 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] | [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] I Directorate for External 

Affairs I 2H South, Victoria Quay, Leith, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ I *: [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)] | ( [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

From: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 15 October 2021 15:25 

 To: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] > 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parliament.scot%2Fabout%2Finformation-rights%2Fdata-protection%2Fprivacy-notices%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSteven.Bell%40parliament.scot%7C5feec0d1da6d4bf871a008d994763cac%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C637704057839552541%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ltbYuDMF1M9wrND4lq7M6CuIhZ%2FQWayYSvWtQ%2FPRO2Y%3D&reserved=0


   
 

   
 

 Cc: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] > 

 Subject: RE: Minister for Business meeting with Bangladesh High Commissioner - 8 

October - read out 

  

Hi [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

I emailed the High Commission seeking confirmation of timings and other details re the PM’s 

visit to the Scottish Parliament on Tuesday 2 November but heard nothing further. It appears 

they are using Foysol Choudhury MSP’s office to act as a go-between, certainly around the 

parliamentary aspect of the visit. I would prefer to deal directly with the High Commission but 

I suspect with other COP related pressures on at the moment they are happy to delegate to 

Mr Choudhury. Anyway, I spoke with Mr Choudhury last week along with my Events and 

Exhibitions colleague [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] Millar (copied). [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)] will be dealing with the event sponsored by Foysol Choudhury MSP, and attended 

by the PM, later that evening. I’ll leave it to [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] to get back to you 

re invites, attendees etc. I know there are also issues around the timing of the event which 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] can also explain (see below). I am dealing with the PM’s 

arrival and short meeting with the Presiding Officer 

  

[Redacted - (section 30(b)(i))] 

 

  

In terms of timings, Mr Choudhury advised that the PM is not expected to arrive at the 

Parliament until around 7.30pm. I have approached the PO’s Office to check on her 

availability to welcome the PM at that later than expected time (it was originally 6.30pm). If 

so, a rough outline for the evening is as follows: 

  

7.30pm PM Arrival, Greeted by Presiding Officer (Queensberry Courtyard) 

7.30pm Signing of Visitors’ Book / Courtesy call with Presiding Officer, Presiding 

Officer’s Meeting Room (max 8 in room, including PO and PM’s party) 

7.50pm Conclusion of meeting and handover to Scottish Government / Foysol 

Choudhury MSP (for event) 

  

In his original approach to our office, Mr Choudhury intimated that a meeting with the FM 

and/or other SG Ministers may take place after the meeting with the PO. If this is to take 

place the PO will handover to the SG after her meeting. If not, she will hand over to Mr 

Choudhury (happy to shorten P meeting to accommodate either). If you know at this stage 

that a meeting with Ministers will be offered at Holyrood, and the timings , that would 

be useful to know. Mr Choudhury also indicated that the PM will be accompanied by 7 

Ministers although we have been given no further information. If there is any information 

you have at the moment to indicate the size and make-up of the delegation, that would 

also be useful.  

  

Best wishes, 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 



   
 

   
 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] | International Relations Office | The Scottish Parliament 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

From: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 15 October 2021 14:32 

 To: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] > 

 Subject: FW: Minister for Business meeting with Bangladesh High Commissioner - 8 

October - read out 

  

Good Afternoon,  

  

I was just wondering if I could check in about the situation with the Bangladesh PM Speech 

at Parliament on 2nd November. Wondering where we are with invites, attendees, 

confirmation of times?  

  

If there is anything I can do to be of assistance, please let me know.  

  

Best Wishes, 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] | [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] I Directorate for External 

Affairs I 2H South, Victoria Quay, Leith, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ I *: [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)] | ( [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

From: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] >  

Sent: 12 October 2021 17:00 

 To: P [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; Minister for Business, Trade, Tourism & Enterprise 

<MinisterBTTE@gov.scot> 

 Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 

<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Economy 

<CabSecFE@gov.scot>; Minister for Culture, Europe and International Development 

<MinisterCEID@gov.scot>; Minister for Culture, Europe and International Development 

<MinisterCEID@gov.scot>; Director of International Trade and Investment 

<DirectorDITI@gov.scot>; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] >; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

>; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)] >; D [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – 

Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] [Redacted – 

mailto:MinisterBTTE@gov.scot
mailto:CabSecCEAC@gov.scot
mailto:CabSecFE@gov.scot
mailto:MinisterCEID@gov.scot
mailto:MinisterCEID@gov.scot
mailto:DirectorDITI@gov.scot


   
 

   
 

Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – 

Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] >; [Redacted 

– Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted 

– Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; DEXA COP26 Team 

<DEXACOP26@GOV.SCOT>; Primrose J (John) <John.Primrose@gov.scot>; Barnes D 

(David) <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; Crawford E (Ewan) 

<Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; Communications Constitution & 

Culture <CommunicationsConstitution&Culture@gov.scot> >; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business 

<MinisterPB@gov.scot> 

 Subject: Minister for Business meeting with Bangladesh High Commissioner - 8 October - 

read out 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)], All 

  

To see below read out of Mr McKee’s meeting with the Bangladesh High Commissioner 

(HC) on 8 October.  

  

Relevant Private Offices and colleagues to note key points as per below. 

  

- Mr McKee confirmed that FM will be available in the margins of the woman in leadership 

event at COP26 to speak with the Bangladesh PM. Potential areas of shared interest for that 

meeting: climate leadership; human rights and the Rohingya; gender; mental health; 

Redacted s.33 (1)(b). FM’s office to note. DEXA colleagues to formalise agenda. 

- HC spoke at length about Sheikh Hasina addressing the Scottish Parliament on 2 November. 

She emphasised a desire for the PM’s address to be followed by FM responding. FM’s office 

and Mr Adam’s office to note. HC asked that the invitation list for the reception that follows 

the address should include VIPs such as MSPs and rectors of the main universities. [Redacted 

- out of scope]. Mr McKee explained that logistics would be for the Presiding Officer’s team 

but that SG would do what they can to support. DEXA colleagues to engage as appropriate.  

- [Redacted - out of scope] 

- [Redacted - out of scope] 

 

  

It was unclear whether formal invitations will be received for the final two points or the HC’s 

office will go through existing SG contacts.  

  

Thanks 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] | [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] | Scottish Government | 5 

Atlantic Quay | Glasgow | G2 8LU 

  

( [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]        [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] * [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)] 

  

  

mailto:DEXACOP26@GOV.SCOT
mailto:John.Primrose@gov.scot
mailto:David.Barnes@gov.scot
mailto:Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsConstitution&Culture@gov.scot
mailto:firstminister@gov.scot
mailto:MinisterPB@gov.scot


   
 

   
 

From: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 07 October 2021 20:27 

 To: Minister for Business, Trade, Tourism & Enterprise <MinisterBTTE@gov.scot> 

 Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 

<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Economy 

<CabSecFE@gov.scot>; Minister for Culture, Europe and International Development 

<MinisterCEID@gov.scot>; Minister for Culture, Europe and International Development 

<MinisterCEID@gov.scot>; Director of International Trade and Investment 

<DirectorDITI@gov.scot>; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; DEXA COP26 Team 

<DEXACOP26@GOV.SCOT>; Primrose J (John) <John.Primrose@gov.scot>; Barnes D 

(David) <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; Crawford E (Ewan) 

<Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; Communications Constitution & 

Culture <CommunicationsConstitution&Culture@gov.scot>; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

 Subject: RE: Bangladesh. Briefing contribution request - by 3pm Thursday 7 October 

please 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

Please find attached briefing for the Minister’s meeting with the Bangladesh High 

Commissioner tomorrow at 1615. 

  

Official support will be provided by [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]. 

  

To note the meeting will be at the Hilton Garden Inn at Finneston Quay, Glasgow. The 

Minister (and [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]) should meet the Bangladesh delegation at 

reception at the hotel and they will then take him to a meeting room. 

  

If required, my contact at the Bangladesh High Commission is [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)], 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]. 

  

With thanks to the Minister for taking this on and best wishes 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

Scottish Government International Division 

2-H South, Victoria Quay 

Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ 

mailto:MinisterBTTE@gov.scot
mailto:CabSecCEAC@gov.scot
mailto:CabSecFE@gov.scot
mailto:MinisterCEID@gov.scot
mailto:MinisterCEID@gov.scot
mailto:DirectorDITI@gov.scot
mailto:DEXACOP26@GOV.SCOT
mailto:John.Primrose@gov.scot
mailto:David.Barnes@gov.scot
mailto:Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot
mailto:CommunicationsConstitution&Culture@gov.scot


   
 

   
 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

  

**********************************************************************  

The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of Scotland  

Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 

www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl 

  

The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this email in 

error please delete it and do not share its contents. 

**********************************************************************  

**********************************************************************  

 

EMAIL: FW: SUBMISSION- COP Economic Opportunity Programme for Ms. Forbes 

and Mr. McKee 

  

From: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 21 October 2021 09:53 

 To: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] ; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] ; [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)] ; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]  

Cc: Primrose J (John) ; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: SUBMISSION- COP Economic Opportunity Programme for Ms. Forbes and 

Mr. McKee 

 Importance: High 

  

Good Morning,  

  

Member of Scottish Parliament Foysol Choudry sent an invite to the First Minister to attend 

the Bangladesh PM event in Parliament (please see the attached email).  

  

Our recommendation was going to be for the FM to decline, as she is holding a bilateral with 

the PM earlier that day, and for Mr Robertson to attend, would you be happy with this approach 

or should another Minister attend from the - [Redacted s.33 (1)(b)]? 

  

Best Wishes, 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] | [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] I Directorate for External 

Affairs I 2H South, Victoria Quay, Leith, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ I *: [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)] | ( [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

 

From: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 21 October 2021 09:45 

 To: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parliament.scot%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSteven.Bell%40parliament.scot%7C5feec0d1da6d4bf871a008d994763cac%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C637704057839562541%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=y46fBX863tAu1oHqPKk5JRDy%2F3T7ejGZNrMrIOi46rk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffacebook.com%2Fscottishparliament&data=04%7C01%7CSteven.Bell%40parliament.scot%7C5feec0d1da6d4bf871a008d994763cac%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C637704057839562541%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GkoO1EMd8QR84Q41vhKhkmPHdaYkMgSvPsjKBIcbG4A%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FScotParl&data=04%7C01%7CSteven.Bell%40parliament.scot%7C5feec0d1da6d4bf871a008d994763cac%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C637704057839572525%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=528mdzIGRfSRSa9GLPV6XHrqJ6NIyP8fQN4Lar3CBrk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FScotParl&data=04%7C01%7CSteven.Bell%40parliament.scot%7C5feec0d1da6d4bf871a008d994763cac%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C637704057839572525%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=528mdzIGRfSRSa9GLPV6XHrqJ6NIyP8fQN4Lar3CBrk%3D&reserved=0


   
 

   
 

38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)] > 

 Cc: Primrose J (John) <John.Primrose@gov.scot> 

 Subject: RE: SUBMISSION- COP Economic Opportunity Programme for Ms. Forbes and 

Mr. McKee 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)], can you please ensure [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] and 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] have the latest on this parliamentary event/non-event before 

1100. If you need to have a call to explain what’s going on I’d do so ASAP.  

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] | [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] | Directorate for External 

Affairs | Scottish Government | 2H South, Victoria Quay, Leith, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ | *: 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] | ( [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

From: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Minister for Business, Trade, Tourism & 

Enterprise 

 Sent: 21 October 2021 09:40 

 To: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Economy 

<CabSecFE@gov.scot> 

 Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport <CabSecNetZET@gov.scot>; 

Director of International Trade and Investment <DirectorDITI@gov.scot>; Director of 

Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] ; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

< [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] >; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)]; Barnes D (David) <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; Minister for Business, Trade, 

Tourism & Enterprise <MinisterBTTE@gov.scot> 

 Subject: RE: SUBMISSION- COP Economic Opportunity Programme for Ms. Forbes and 

Mr. McKee 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)], 

  

Following on from my previous email – Mr McKee thinks it’s also worth considering the 

Bangladeshi PM visit to Parliament on 2nd Nov and whether there is value in him attending 

that in respect of the [Redacted s.33 (1)(b)]? 

  

This can be discussed on the call at 11am too. 

  

Thanks, 

  

mailto:John.Primrose@gov.scot
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[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

From: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Minister for Business, Trade, Tourism & 

Enterprise 

 Sent: 19 October 2021 16:03 

 To: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Economy 

<CabSecFE@gov.scot> 

 Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport <CabSecNetZET@gov.scot>; 

Director of International Trade and Investment <DirectorDITI@gov.scot>; Director of 

Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] ; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] >; [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)]; Barnes D (David) 

<David.Barnes@gov.scot>; Minister for Business, Trade, Tourism & Enterprise 

<MinisterBTTE@gov.scot> 

 Subject: RE: SUBMISSION- COP Economic Opportunity Programme for Ms. Forbes and 

Mr. McKee 

  

Hi [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)], 

  

Thanks for this. Mr McKee is content with the recommendations set out by [Redacted – 

Section 38(1)(b)] below.  

  

[Redacted - out of scope] 

 

Many thanks, 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] Minister for Business, Trade, Tourism & Enterprise – Ivan 

McKee 

The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 

Tel: [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] | MinisterBTTE@gov.scot  

 

 

EMAIL: RE: Bangladesh Prime Minister visit to Scottish Parliament 
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Good Morning,  

  

I hope this email finds you well. I am [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] for the Scottish 

Government, and I was wondering if you could give me more information on the event in 

Parliament involving the Bangladesh Prime Minister.  

  

Best wishes,  

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] | [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] I Directorate for External 

Affairs I 2H South, Victoria Quay, Leith, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ I *: [Redacted – Section 

38(1)(b)] | ( [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b)] 

 

 


