
From:
To: MD Marine Licensing; Econsents Admin
Cc: Energy Planning; RSPB.Scotland@rspb.org.uk; ; MD Marine Licensing;

marineenergy@nature.scot; Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy; Central Correspondence Unit
Subject: Fwd: Regulatory Clarification Request – Scoping Noncompliance and Procedural Risk (Stromar Western

Landfall)
Date: 20 June 2025 11:38:43

Dear Marine Scotland Licensing and Energy Consents Unit,

I write to formally request clarification under the Environmental Impact Assessment
(Scotland) Regulations 2017 regarding Stromar’s proposed western landfall, now
confirmed as the intended cable route location.

Although this site lies within the red-line boundary of the original 2024 Scoping
Report, the western landfall was:
- Not described, justified, or assessed in the report,
- Not illustrated with indicative cabling routes or diagrams,
- Not subject to public or targeted consultation, including with key stakeholders such
as NatureScot and RSPB Scotland.

Despite this, the developer is now proceeding toward submission of an
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) without issuing a Scoping Addendum or
revised Screening Opinion.

I respectfully request Marine Scotland clarify:
1. Whether proceeding to EIA without amending the scoping record constitutes
noncompliance under Regulation 17;
2. Whether any developer seeking to assess a materially different landfall location
(not meaningfully assessed in scoping) is obligated to submit an addendum or
undergo further consultation;
3. Whether this issue will be formally flagged during your gateway review of any
future EIA submission.

As the developer voluntarily submitted a Scoping Report under the EIA (Scotland)
Regulations 2017, they are bound by the outcomes of that process and any omissions
or lack of assessment should be addressed before progressing to EIA submission.

For your reference, I have forwarded the recent email exchange with Aberdeenshire
Council, in which I raised these concerns and received a response indicating no
further local authority action.

I raise this in good faith and in support of the integrity of Scotland’s EIA process. I
trust that Marine Scotland and the ECU will be able to clarify the appropriate
regulatory expectations where a landfall location of this scale has not been assessed
through formal scoping.

Kind regards,
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Begin forwarded message:

From:
Date: 20 June 2025 at 11:05:13 BST
To: Energy Planning 
Cc: ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot, marineenergy@nature.scot, 

Subject: Regulatory Clarification Request – Scoping Noncompliance and
Procedural Risk (Stromar Western Landfall)

﻿
Dear

Thank you for your response.

I must respectfully reiterate that the issue at hand is not the
inclusion of the western landfall within the 2024 red-line
boundary, but rather the lack of meaningful assessment and
consultation on this site in the developer’s voluntary Scoping
Report. This constitutes a significant procedural deficiency
under the Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland)
Regulations 2017, specifically Regulation 17.

As you will be aware, once a developer submits a Scoping
Report voluntarily, they are legally bound to:

Assess all reasonably foreseeable options (including
materially different landfalls),

Conduct targeted consultation with statutory consultees
for affected areas (including SSSI designations), and

Ensure the subsequent EIA aligns with the agreed
scoping framework.

Stromar’s Scoping Report presented eastern landfalls (notably
Sandhaven Harbour) in detail with visual diagrams, narrative
justification, and indicative cabling routes. The western
landfall now confirmed as the intended site was not subject to
equivalent assessment, nor were statutory consultees
(including RSPB Scotland) or the public given the opportunity
to comment on it during the scoping phase.
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To proceed now directly to an EIA without correcting the
scoping record through a formal Scoping Addendum or
updated Screening Opinion risks:

Breaching Regulation 17 obligations;

Creating grounds for procedural challenge;

Undermining public trust and transparency in the
planning process.

I therefore respectfully request that Aberdeenshire Council
formally record this concern on the Stromar planning file, and:

1. Confirm whether the Council accepts that proceeding to
EIA without updating the scoping record constitutes a
material risk under the EIA Regulations.

2. Clarify whether the Council intends to require any
updated screening or scoping input prior to accepting any
EIA associated with the western landfall.

3. Confirm that this correspondence will be retained for
public record in any future determination.

I am submitting this clarification request in good faith and in
the interest of supporting a robust, legally compliant process. I
look forward to your formal response.

Kind regards,

On 20 Jun 2025, at 10:43, Energy Planning wrote:

I refer to the below email. Having spoken to the developer
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the current landfall proposal remains within the original red
line boundary and there is no statutory requirement for
anything further at this stage.
Regards

Senior Enforcement Planner
Strategic Development Delivery Team
Planning and Economy
Environment and Infrastructure Services
Aberdeenshire Council
Tel:

@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Website: www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning
Your feedback is important to us and helps us to improve our
service – we value your comments.
Freedom of Information request: Please send your enquiry
to foi@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Please note my normal working hours :
Monday-Wednesday 09:15-15:00, Thursday 09:15-17:00 and
Friday 09:15-15:00,
From: 
Sent: 18 June 2025 11:29
To: Energy Planning 
Cc: ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot; marineenergy@nature.scot;

Subject: Formal Submission: Procedural Concern Regarding
Stromar Offshore Windfarm – Western Landfall

Dear

Thank you for your response below.

I am writing to raise a material procedural concern
regarding the absence of any scoping addendum or
targeted consultation for the Western Landfall,
despite its inclusion within the red boundary of the
original scoping submission.

Based on the currently available documentation, the
Western Landfall was not meaningfully assessed in
the original Scoping Report and was not the subject
of specific consultation with key statutory consultees
(such as RSPB Scotland or NatureScot) or the
public. This raises significant questions about the
procedural integrity and transparency of the scoping
process.
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Under the Environmental Impact Assessment
(Scotland) Regulations 2017 and relevant guidance,
early and site-specific consultation is essential to
ensure that environmental risks are properly
considered and that both statutory bodies and the
public are afforded a fair opportunity to influence key
siting decisions.

I respectfully request that Aberdeenshire Council
formally review this procedural gap and confirm
whether a scoping addendum will be required prior to
accepting any forthcoming EIA submission from
Stromar. I also request that this concern be entered
into the formal record for the Stromar planning file
and duly considered during any application review.

This request is submitted in good faith and in
advance of any potential procedural challenge. It is
my sincere hope that early clarity and compliance will
strengthen the legitimacy and robustness of the
overall planning process.

Yours sincerely,

On 17 Jun 2025, at 09:37, Energy Planning
<energy.planning@aberdeenshire.gov.uk>
wrote:

I can confirm that Aberdeenshire Council are not
processing an application for the Stromar Export
Cable Landfall at the present time and therefore
there is no requirement for any consultation.
As you are aware a scoping opinion was
provided to the developer in early 2024. The
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scoping documents contained a red-line
boundary around the proposed development
area which may be amended (reduced) as part
of the project refinement.
The Council have not received a request for an
addendum to the scoping request nor received a
revised site boundary.
Should the developer seek to amend the site
boundary, it would advisable for a new
screening opinion to be sought. It must be noted
that there is no legal requirement for a
developer to seek a scoping opinion (they can
simply opt to submit an application with an
Environmental Impact Assessment). Regardless
of the approach taken by the applicant, the
Council will assess the EIA and Planning
Application when it is submitted and determine if
the information submitted is acceptable or
otherwise. I note that you have raised your
concerns with the developer and confirm that
our team has been in touch with the developer
to seek clarification on the site boundary.
Regards,

Senior Enforcement Planner
Strategic Development Delivery Team
Planning and Economy
Environment and Infrastructure Services
Aberdeenshire Council
Tel

@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Website: www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning
Your feedback is important to us and helps us to
improve our service – we value your comments.
Freedom of Information request: Please send
your enquiry to foi@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Please note my normal working hours :
Monday-Wednesday 09:15-15:00, Thursday 09:15-
17:00 and Friday 09:15-15:00,

This e-mail may contain privileged information
intended solely for the use of the individual to
whom it is addressed. If you have received this
e-mail in error, please accept our apologies and
notify the sender, deleting the e-mail afterwards.
Any views or opinions presented are solely
those of the e-mail's author and do not
necessarily represent those of Aberdeenshire
Council. 

Dh’fhaodadh fiosrachadh sochaire, a tha a-
mhàin airson an neach gu bheil am post-dealain
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air a chur, a bhith an seo. Ma tha thu air am
post-dealain fhaighinn mar mhearachd, gabh ar
leisgeul agus cuir fios chun an neach a chuir am
post-dealain agus dubh às am post-dealain an
dèidh sin. ’S e beachdan an neach a chuir am
post-dealain a tha ann an gin sam bith a thèid a
chur an cèill agus chan eil e a’ ciallachadh gu
bheil iad a’ riochdachadh beachdan Chomhairle
Shiorrachd Obar Dheathain. 
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From: MD Marine Licensing
To: MD Marine Renewables
Subject: FW: Request for Review – RSPB Consultation on Stromar Export Cable Landfall (Onshore)
Date: 17 June 2025 11:36:55
Attachments: RE Request for Review RSPB Consultation on Stromar Export Cable Landfall (Onshore).msg

Hi,
 
Not sure whether consenting would have an interest in the email below and attached.
 
Cheers,
 
 

 

From: @aberdeenshire.gov.uk> On Behalf Of Energy
Planning
Sent: 17 June 2025 09:38
To:
Cc: MD Marine Licensing <ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Request for Review – RSPB Consultation on Stromar Export Cable Landfall
(Onshore)

 
I can confirm that Aberdeenshire Council are not processing an application for the
Stromar Export Cable Landfall at the present time and therefore there is no
requirement for any consultation.
 
As you are aware a scoping opinion was provided to the developer in early 2024.
The scoping documents contained a red-line boundary around the proposed
development area which may be amended (reduced) as part of the project
refinement.
 
The Council have not received a request for an addendum to the scoping request
nor received a revised site boundary.
 
Should the developer seek to amend the site boundary, it would advisable for a
new screening opinion to be sought.  It must be noted that there is no legal
requirement for a developer to seek a scoping opinion (they can simply opt to
submit an application with an Environmental Impact Assessment).  Regardless of
the approach taken by the applicant, the Council will assess the EIA and Planning
Application when it is submitted and determine if the information submitted is
acceptable or otherwise. I note that you have raised your concerns with the
developer and confirm that our team has been in touch with the developer to seek
clarification on the site boundary.
 
Regards,
 
 

Redacted 11 (2) Personal Data

Redacted 11 (2) Personal Data

Redacted 11 (1) Personal 
Data

Redacted 11 (1)

mailto:MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
mailto:MD.MarineRenewables@gov.scot

RE: Request for Review – RSPB Consultation on Stromar Export Cable Landfall (Onshore)

		From

		Victoria Moore

		To

		Susan Emmison

		Cc

		MD Marine Licensing

		Recipients

		semmison@gmail.com; MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot



Ms Emminson

 

I can confirm that Aberdeenshire Council are not processing an application for the Stromar Export Cable Landfall at the present time and therefore there is no requirement for any consultation. 

 

As you are aware a scoping opinion was provided to the developer in early 2024. The scoping documents contained a red-line boundary around the proposed development area which may be amended (reduced) as part of the project refinement. 

 

The Council have not received a request for an addendum to the scoping request nor received a revised site boundary. 

 

Should the developer seek to amend the site boundary, it would advisable for a new screening opinion to be sought.  It must be noted that there is no legal requirement for a developer to seek a scoping opinion (they can simply opt to submit an application with an Environmental Impact Assessment).  Regardless of the approach taken by the applicant, the Council will assess the EIA and Planning Application when it is submitted and determine if the information submitted is acceptable or otherwise. I note that you have raised your concerns with the developer and confirm that our team has been in touch with the developer to seek clarification on the site boundary. 

 

Regards, 

 

 

Victoria Moore

Senior Enforcement Planner

Strategic Development Delivery Team

Planning and Economy

Environment and Infrastructure Services

Aberdeenshire Council

 

Tel: 01467 533406

Email: victoria.moore@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Website: www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning

Your feedback is important to us and helps us to improve our service – we value your comments.  

Freedom of Information request: Please send your enquiry to foi@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

 

Please note my normal working hours : 

Monday-Wednesday 09:15-15:00, Thursday 09:15-17:00 and Friday 09:15-15:00,

 

  ________________________________  

This e-mail may contain privileged information intended solely for the use of the individual to whom it is addressed. If you have received this e-mail in error, please accept our apologies and notify the sender, deleting the e-mail afterwards. Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the e-mail's author and do not necessarily represent those of Aberdeenshire Council. 

Dh’fhaodadh fiosrachadh sochaire, a tha a-mhàin airson an neach gu bheil am post-dealain air a chur, a bhith an seo. Ma tha thu air am post-dealain fhaighinn mar mhearachd, gabh ar leisgeul agus cuir fios chun an neach a chuir am post-dealain agus dubh às am post-dealain an dèidh sin. ’S e beachdan an neach a chuir am post-dealain a tha ann an gin sam bith a thèid a chur an cèill agus chan eil e a’ ciallachadh gu bheil iad a’ riochdachadh beachdan Chomhairle Shiorrachd Obar Dheathain. 

www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

  ________________________________  





Senior Enforcement Planner
Strategic Development Delivery Team
Planning and Economy
Environment and Infrastructure Services
Aberdeenshire Council
 
Tel:

@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Website: www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning
Your feedback is important to us and helps us to improve our service – we value
your comments.  
Freedom of Information request: Please send your enquiry
to foi@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Please note my normal working hours :
Monday-Wednesday 09:15-15:00, Thursday 09:15-17:00 and Friday 09:15-15:00,

 

This e-mail may contain privileged information intended solely for the use of the
individual to whom it is addressed. If you have received this e-mail in error, please
accept our apologies and notify the sender, deleting the e-mail afterwards. Any
views or opinions presented are solely those of the e-mail's author and do not
necessarily represent those of Aberdeenshire Council. 

Dh’fhaodadh fiosrachadh sochaire, a tha a-mhàin airson an neach gu bheil am
post-dealain air a chur, a bhith an seo. Ma tha thu air am post-dealain fhaighinn
mar mhearachd, gabh ar leisgeul agus cuir fios chun an neach a chuir am post-
dealain agus dubh às am post-dealain an dèidh sin. ’S e beachdan an neach a
chuir am post-dealain a tha ann an gin sam bith a thèid a chur an cèill agus chan
eil e a’ ciallachadh gu bheil iad a’ riochdachadh beachdan Chomhairle Shiorrachd
Obar Dheathain. 

www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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From: on behalf of Energy Planning
To:
Cc: MD Marine Licensing
Subject: RE: Request for Review – RSPB Consultation on Stromar Export Cable Landfall (Onshore)
Date: 17 June 2025 09:38:52

I can confirm that Aberdeenshire Council are not processing an application for the
Stromar Export Cable Landfall at the present time and therefore there is no
requirement for any consultation.
As you are aware a scoping opinion was provided to the developer in early 2024.
The scoping documents contained a red-line boundary around the proposed
development area which may be amended (reduced) as part of the project
refinement.
The Council have not received a request for an addendum to the scoping request
nor received a revised site boundary.
Should the developer seek to amend the site boundary, it would advisable for a
new screening opinion to be sought. It must be noted that there is no legal
requirement for a developer to seek a scoping opinion (they can simply opt to
submit an application with an Environmental Impact Assessment). Regardless of
the approach taken by the applicant, the Council will assess the EIA and Planning
Application when it is submitted and determine if the information submitted is
acceptable or otherwise. I note that you have raised your concerns with the
developer and confirm that our team has been in touch with the developer to seek
clarification on the site boundary.
Regards,

Senior Enforcement Planner
Strategic Development Delivery Team
Planning and Economy
Environment and Infrastructure Services
Aberdeenshire Council
Tel:

@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Website: www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning
Your feedback is important to us and helps us to improve our service – we value your
comments.
Freedom of Information request: Please send your enquiry to
foi@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Please note my normal working hours :
Monday-Wednesday 09:15-15:00, Thursday 09:15-17:00 and Friday 09:15-15:00,

This e-mail may contain privileged information intended solely for the use of the
individual to whom it is addressed. If you have received this e-mail in error, please accept
our apologies and notify the sender, deleting the e-mail afterwards. Any views or opinions
presented are solely those of the e-mail's author and do not necessarily represent those of
Aberdeenshire Council. 

Dh’fhaodadh fiosrachadh sochaire, a tha a-mhàin airson an neach gu bheil am post-dealain
air a chur, a bhith an seo. Ma tha thu air am post-dealain fhaighinn mar mhearachd, gabh ar
leisgeul agus cuir fios chun an neach a chuir am post-dealain agus dubh às am post-dealain
an dèidh sin. ’S e beachdan an neach a chuir am post-dealain a tha ann an gin sam bith a
thèid a chur an cèill agus chan eil e a’ ciallachadh gu bheil iad a’ riochdachadh beachdan
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Chomhairle Shiorrachd Obar Dheathain. 

www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk



From:
To: Stromar Offshore Wind Farm
Cc: Seamus Logan MP; Cllr Doreen Mair; Cllr Iain Sutherland;

Gillian.Martin.msp@parliament.scot; cllr.g.owen@aberdeenshire.gov.uk;
chiefexecutive@aberdeenshire.gov.uk; democraticservices@aberdeenshire.gov.uk;
marineenergy@nature.scot; MD Marine Licensing; planning@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Subject: Re: Request for Urgent Review – Western Landfall (Fluke Peel) Oversight in Stromar Scoping Process
Date: 12 June 2025 12:07:50

Dear 

Thank you for your response confirming that no
Scoping Addendum will be issued regarding the
change of cable landfall from Sandhaven to the
Western Landfall near Fluke Peel.

I note your position that this change will be
addressed solely within the EIA and that
consultations with RSPB and others are ongoing.
However, I must respectfully reiterate that this
approach — omitting a scoping-stage update for a
materially different landfall — raises serious
concerns:

• The January 2024 Scoping Report focused on
Sandhaven Harbour. Fluke Peel, by contrast, is a
geologically exposed, ecologically distinct, and
more sensitive corridor, affecting the protected
Rosehearty to Fraserburgh SSSI.

• Proceeding without an addendum denies
stakeholders the opportunity to assess or comment
on the new landfall until the EIA is already
written, undermining early engagement principles.

• RSPB’s lack of consultation on the onshore route
remains unresolved. General references to future
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engagement do not address the fact that no
targeted input was sought on a landfall shift within
an SSSI.

• The claim that scoping is purely voluntary does
not negate the principle that material changes
should be transparently presented at the earliest
opportunity — especially where precedent shows
other wind farms issuing scoping addenda for
comparable changes.

As I have now exhausted attempts to resolve this
directly, I will be forwarding this matter to elected
representatives, statutory consultees, and the
media. This is being done in the public interest
and with full transparency.

Please ensure that this exchange, and my previous
submissions, are included in the formal
consultation record.

Kind regards,

On 12 Jun 2025, at 11:41, Stromar Offshore Wind Farm
<info@stromarwind.co.uk> wrote:
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Dear
 
Thank you for your letter of 7 June 2025 regarding the selection of the landfall
for the Stromar Offshore Wind Farm. Please find our response to the matters
raised, which we have also copied to the organisations and representatives
that your referred to in your covering email of 7 June 2025.
 
We note your concerns regarding the selection of the landfall option to the
west of Sandhaven (referred to as the western landfall). In selecting the
landfall location, a wide range of environmental, technical and land use
constraints have been considered. Details of the site selection process will be
presented at our future consultation events which will be held in advance of
our consent applications being submitted and will be presented within the EIA
Reports. Furthermore, the EIA Reports will consider the potential for impact
on all relevant designated sites, ornithological receptors and habitats.
 
Regarding scoping, comprehensive Scoping Reports have been prepared for
the Stromar offshore and (separately) onshore development areas and are
available on our project website (www.stromarwind.co.uk). The Scoping
Reports are produced by the project, although it is the Marine Directorate -
Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT) who, on behalf of Scottish Ministers,
consulted with a wide range of consultees to inform the Scoping Opinion for
the offshore development area; and Aberdeenshire Council consulted internal
departments and statutory consultees for the onshore development area.
Whilst RSPB is not a statutory consultee, Scottish Ministers invited RSPB to
comment on the offshore Scoping Report, although they declined to do so
(see Section 4.1 of the Offshore Scoping Report). As RSPB is not a statutory
consultee, Aberdeenshire Council did not consult with RSPB in the formation
of the onshore Scoping Opinion.
 
In preparing the Scoping Reports, our independent consultants have engaged
with a number of consultees (including RSPB), to discuss the potential
significant effects of the development and the environmental impact
assessment methodologies to be adopted within the EIA. The scoping process
is undertaken at an early stage of the project and consultations continue
during the EIA process (including consultation with RSPB).
 
Whilst scoping is a voluntary process, provided for, but not required by, the
relevant regulations, we have prepared comprehensive Scoping Reports and
obtained valuable information from the Scoping Opinions received. This
information has been complemented by ongoing consultations with
stakeholders such as RSPB during the EIA process, and local communities
through previous consultation events held, and will continue to be
complemented by our future consultation events which will be held in
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advance of our consent applications being submitted.
 
Regarding your correspondence with David Duguid MP which he subsequently
wrote to us about - we responded on 17 April 2024 (see attached for
convenience) and our response remains valid. It is important to note that the
EIA is prepared over an extended period of time, and as we continue to be in
the EIA preparation stage the matters presented in our response are yet to be
concluded.
 
We have undertaken a number of public consultation events to date,
providing the opportunity for communities to view details of the project and
engage with our project teams:
 
18 March 2024 – Ritchie Hall, Strichen
19 March 2024 - North East Scotland College, Fraserburgh
20 March 2024 – New Deer Public Hall
12 November 2024 – Cuminestown Community Hall
13 November 2024 – New Deer Public Hall
14 November 2024 – Ritchie Hall, Strichen
18 November 2024 – Rosehearty Hall
19 November 2024 – North East Scotland College, Fraserburgh
21 November 2024 – Mackays Hotel, Wick

 
We will undertake our future consultation events in advance of our consent
applications being submitted.
 
We do not consider that there has been any oversight in the scoping process
and advise that we will not be preparing a scoping addendum. As outlined
above, RSPB, in addition to a number of other consultees, have been and will
continue to be consulted during the preparation of the EIA as per the normal
process of preparing an EIA Report.
 
Best wishes,

Stromar Community Engagement Team
 
E: info@stromarwind.co.uk
W: www.stromarwind.co.uk
P: Freepost STROMAR (no stamp required)
 
<Outlook-2zax1uxv.png>
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From: @gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 7, 2025 7:44 AM
To: Seamus Logan MP <seamus.logan.mp@parliament.uk>; Stromar Offshore Wind
Farm <info@stromarwind.co.uk>; Cllr Doreen Mair
<cllr.d.mair@aberdeenshire.gov.uk>; Cllr Iain Sutherland
<cllr.i.sutherland2@aberdeenshire.gov.uk>; 

rspb.org.uk>; Gillian.Martin.msp@parliament.scot
<Gillian.Martin.msp@parliament.scot>; cllr.g.owen@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
<cllr.g.owen@aberdeenshire.gov.uk>; chiefexecutive@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
<chiefexecutive@aberdeenshire.gov.uk>;
democraticservices@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
<democraticservices@aberdeenshire.gov.uk>; marineenergy@nature.scot
<marineenergy@nature.scot>; ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot
<ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot>; planning@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
<planning@aberdeenshire.gov.uk>
Subject: Request for Urgent Review – Western Landfall (Fluke Peel) Oversight in
Stromar Scoping Process
 
Dear 

Please find attached my formal letter regarding the Western landfall site (near
Fluke Peel) and the continuing absence of targeted consultation with RSPB
Scotland. The issues outlined concern the handling of avian and intertidal risks
within the protected SSSI area and highlight key omissions at the scoping
stage which remain unresolved over a year later.

I am copying this correspondence to:

Seamus Logan MP

Gillian Martin MSP

Aberdeenshire Councillors Doreen Mair, Ian Sutherland, and Gillian
Owen

NatureScot Planning and Advisory Services

Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team (MS-LOT)

Aberdeenshire Council Planning

RSPB Scotland (Planning and Conservation Team)

I wish to ensure it is clear that this submission is directed to all parties as a
formal contribution to the project record, not merely for information.

I would be grateful if this submission could be acknowledged and included in
the consultation record in advance of the EIA publication. It is essential that
this matter is addressed transparently before final decisions are made.

Kind regards,
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<mime-attachment>
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From:
To: Energy Planning
Cc: MD Marine Licensing
Subject: Re: Request for Review – RSPB Consultation on Stromar Export Cable Landfall (Onshore)
Date: 09 June 2025 15:34:51

Dear 

Thank you for your reply confirming that RSPB Scotland was not
consulted at the Scoping stage regarding Stromar’s proposed onshore
export cable route.

While I understand there is no statutory requirement for Aberdeenshire
Council to initiate RSPB consultation, I remain seriously concerned that
this oversight — particularly in relation to the Western Landfall near
Fluke Peel, within the Rosehearty to Fraserburgh SSSI — now risks
embedding a procedural failure in the project’s formal progression.

Given:

The known importance of this coastal stretch for protected seabird
species;

The precedent for RSPB consultation at the scoping stage in
comparable wind projects;

And the absence of any Scoping Addendum reflecting the route
change from Sandhaven Harbour to this more ecologically sensitive
site,

I urge the Council to proactively raise this issue with Marine Scotland
Licensing Operations Team (MS-LOT) and request clarification as to
whether a formal Addendum and full stakeholder re-engagement
(including RSPB and NatureScot avian specialists) will take place before
any EIA or application proceeds.

If Aberdeenshire Council is willing to take this up with MS-LOT — or if
there is another appropriate route I should follow — I would be very
grateful for your guidance. I remain concerned that the public interest
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and environmental safeguards may not be fully served without further
intervention.

Thank you again for your time and attention to this matter.

Kind regards,

On 9 Jun 2025, at 14:52, Energy Planning
<energy.planning@aberdeenshire.gov.uk> wrote:

﻿

I refer to your emails (two on 23/5/25, 27/5/25 and 05/6/25) in relation
to the Stromar Export Cable Landfall site specifically in relation to the
EIA Scoping for the development.
 
I can confirm that Aberdeenshire Council have previously provided a
scoping response to the applicant in terms of the Town and Country
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations
2017.
 
These Regulations required the Council to consult certain bodies The
“Consultation bodies” means—
(a) any adjoining planning authority, where the development is likely to
affect land in their area;
(b) Scottish Natural Heritage;
(c) Scottish Water;
(d) the Scottish Environment Protection Agency; and
(e) Historic Environment Scotland;
 
The Council also seek advice internally from specialist teams in
relation to Natural Heritage to determine the scope of an EIA and what
it requires to contain. I can confirm there is no statutory requirement to
consult with RSPB and they were not consulted as part of the scoping
process. Notwithstanding this Nature Scot (formally Scottish Natural
Heritage) did provide comments and advice in relation to protected
species.
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When an application is submitted to the Local Authority this will be
advertised, and it is at that stage you will be able to lodge
representations when all the information relating to the proposal is
available to view. Information submitted at this stage will not logged as
a representation in relation to a future application. The application for
the Stromar proposal has not yet been submitted and therefore is not
currently being reviewed by the Planning Authority.
 
Regards,

Senior Enforcement Planner
Strategic Development Delivery Team
Planning and Economy
Environment and Infrastructure Services
Aberdeenshire Council
 
Tel: 
Email: @aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Website: www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning
Your feedback is important to us and helps us to improve our service – we
value your comments.  
Freedom of Information request: Please send your enquiry
to foi@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Please note my normal working hours :
Monday-Wednesday 09:15-15:00, Thursday 09:15-17:00 and Friday 09:15-
15:00,
From: gmail.com> 
Sent: 04 June 2025 14:18
To: ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot; LDP <ldp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk>; Planning
<planning@aberdeenshire.gov.uk>
Subject: Request for Review – RSPB Consultation on Stromar Export Cable Landfall
(Onshore)
 

Dear Marine Scotland Licensing and Aberdeenshire Council LDP Teams,

 

I am writing to raise concern about a potential gap in the consultation process
for the Stromar offshore wind farm export cable landfall, specifically
regarding the onshore section of the proposed route between Fraserburgh and
Rosehearty.

After a detailed review of the Scoping Report (SCOP0039) and other Stromar
project materials, I can find no evidence that RSPB were consulted in relation
to the onshore ecological or biodiversity impacts of the proposed works.

As the RSPB hold recognised expertise in avian and coastal habitat protection,
their views should, I believe, have been included as part of the scoping stage –
particularly given the proximity of known bird migration routes and coastal
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biodiversity zones.

I respectfully request:

1. That your department confirm whether RSPB were consulted as
part of the onshore assessment process.

2. If they were not, I ask that this issue be escalated as a priority
consultation gap requiring the developer’s attention before any
further stage of the EIA or planning processes.

3. That I receive a written response clarifying how this issue will be
handled going forward.

I am also raising this point directly with Stromar and RSPB so that it can be
resolved swiftly and transparently.

Kind Regards

 

This e-mail may contain privileged information intended solely for the use of
the individual to whom it is addressed. If you have received this e-mail in
error, please accept our apologies and notify the sender, deleting the e-mail
afterwards. Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the e-mail's
author and do not necessarily represent those of Aberdeenshire Council. 

Dh’fhaodadh fiosrachadh sochaire, a tha a-mhàin airson an neach gu bheil am
post-dealain air a chur, a bhith an seo. Ma tha thu air am post-dealain
fhaighinn mar mhearachd, gabh ar leisgeul agus cuir fios chun an neach a
chuir am post-dealain agus dubh às am post-dealain an dèidh sin. ’S e
beachdan an neach a chuir am post-dealain a tha ann an gin sam bith a thèid a
chur an cèill agus chan eil e a’ ciallachadh gu bheil iad a’ riochdachadh
beachdan Chomhairle Shiorrachd Obar Dheathain. 

www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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Formal Request for Review – Stromar Western Landfall Oversight 
07 June 2025 

Dear 

I am writing to formally raise concern regarding the decision to pursue the western landfall 

option (near Fluke Peel) for the Stromar Offshore Wind Farm, following the removal of 

Sandhaven Harbour from consideration. While I understand from your correspondence that 

this decision was based on technical constraints, I must highlight a critical oversight in the 

scoping process that remains unresolved. 

 

The current western landfall site lies within the protected Rosehearty to Fraserburgh SSSI. 

Despite this, no targeted consultation has been undertaken with RSPB Scotland concerning 

potential impacts to avian or intertidal species. Moreover, no reference to avian risks or 

SSSI sensitivities appears in the Onshore Scoping Report submitted in late 2023. 

 

This omission is particularly serious in light of my original correspondence dating back to 

March 2024 via MP David Duguid, in which these concerns were clearly raised. Stromar’s 

subsequent commitments included a review of bird species at the landfall, yet more than 13 

months later, these have not been actioned or addressed in the public domain. 

 

Accordingly, I respectfully request the following: 

 

1. That a formal Scoping Addendum be issued to include consideration of avian and 

intertidal risks associated with the western landfall (near Fluke Peel). 

2. That RSPB Scotland be urgently consulted in relation to the onshore aspects of the 

proposed export cable route, particularly its overlap with the Rosehearty to Fraserburgh 

SSSI. 

 

I trust you will treat this as formal pre-EIA correspondence. Please confirm that this will be 

considered in advance of the Environmental Impact Assessment release. 

 

Kind regards, 
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Supply Chain 

Surveys 

Please provide details 
of any ornithological 
surveys undertaken or 
ongoing, their spatial 
and temporal extent 

 
Ornithology Roadmap related -  

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope



 

 

INTERNAL 

and expected duration 
if currently underway. 
 

• Seabird tracking and colony counts with BTO and 
RSPB underway (funded by NEEOG and being led by 
Stromar).  

• Stromar also leading on furthering drone trials (for 
colony counts) with RSPB at Bempton Cliffs 
(Flamborough and Filey SPA) and Troup Pennan & 
Lion’s Heads SPA. 

 
Project Timescales 

Construction 
 

Grid connection  
 

Project operational 
 

 
Stakeholder Engagement 
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Please provide details 
of any ornithological 
surveys undertaken or 
ongoing, their spatial 
and temporal extent 
and expected duration 
if currently underway. 
 

 
Ornithology Roadmap / NEEOG 

• 2nd year of BTO tagging campaign at Buchan 
Ness to Collieston SPA concluded summer 2024.  

• 1st year of RSPB tagging concluded summer 
2024.  

• 2025 scopes being prepared by RSPB and BTO.  
 
NEEOG funded seabird colony counts 

• Seabird colony counts (RSPB) at Copinsay, 
Fowlsheugh, Swona and Muckle Skerry SPA 
concluded summer 2024. 

Drone Trials 
 

• Stromar leading on furthering drone trials (for 
colony counts) with RSPB at Bempton Cliffs 

• (Flamborough and Filey SPA) and Troup Pennan 
& Lion’s Heads SPA. Reporting due Jan 2025.  
 

 
Project Timescales 
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3. NEEOG
Seabird Tracking Study

• Stromar leading on constructing, negotiating, brokering and facilitating a comprehensive 
multi-year seabird tracking project with BTO/RSPB which will run to 2026/27. 

2024 Colony Counts

• Stromar procuring RSPB on behalf of NEOG to conduct conventional colony counts at 
Copinsay, Muckle Skerry and Swona, Fowlsheugh SPAs.

• Stromar also procuring RSPB to conduct drone pilots at Troup Pennan SPA and Lion’s Head 
and Bempton Cliffs (Flamborough and Filey SPA). 
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Version: 2  
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OFFSHORE RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS INFORMATION 

FORM 
 

For use by prospective applicants to Marine Directorate – Licensing Operations Team 
for section 36 consents and marine licences for offshore renewable energy projects in 
the Scottish territorial sea and the Scottish Offshore Region.  
 
Please ensure you read our privacy notice before filling in this form. 
 
Date: 07/06/2024 
 
Project Details 
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Please provide details 
of any ornithological 
surveys undertaken or 
ongoing, their spatial 
and temporal extent 
and expected duration 
if currently underway. 
 

Ornithology Roadmap related -  

• Preparations for 2024 seabird tracking and colony 
counts with BTO and RSPB underway (funded by 
NEEOG and being led by Stromar). Surveys to begin 
imminently subject to QHSE sign off.  

o BTO obtaining 2nd year of tracking data at 
Buchan Ness to Collieston Coast SPA for 
guillemot, kittiwake and razorbill.  

o RSPB obtaining 1st year of tracking data at 
Copinsay, Muckle Skerry and Swona SPAs. 

o RSPB conducting colony counts at 
Copinsay, Fowlsheugh, Swona and Muckle 
Skerry SPAs.  

 

• Stromar also leading on furthering drone trials (for 
colony counts) with RSPB at Bempton Cliffs 
(Flamborough and Filey SPA) and Troup Pennan & 

 
Project Timescales 
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Minutes of Meeting  

Meeting Stromar Offshore EIA Scoping Workshop  

Meeting Date 16 November 2023 

Place MS Teams 

Participants Ørsted 

Ørsted 

 Ørsted 

Ørsted 

 Ørsted 

GoBe Consultants 

GoBe Consultants 

GoBe Consultants 

GoBe Consultants 

 GoBe Consultants 

 GoBe Consultants 

Poseidon 

Wessex Archaeology 

Wessex Archaeology 

Niras 

Niras 

SMRU Consulting 

SMRU Consulting 

Marine Directorate 

Marine Directorate 

Marine Directorate 

 Marine Directorate 

NatureScot  

NatureScot 

NatureScot 

NatureScot 

 NatureScot 

 Historic Environment Scotland 

Senior Benthic Ecologist 

 NatureScot 

Scottish Fishermen’s Federation (SFF) 

SFF 
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Minutes 

Meeting Minutes Actions 

- 

 

Technical Session One 10:00 – 11:30 

 

Breakout Room 1 Ornithology 

 

Baseline data 

• Stakeholders were satisfied with the data sources used.  

 

Impact Pathways & Scoped-in Receptors 

• Discussion with  of RSPB on general limitations of digital 

aerial surveys (notably that is constrained to species present during 

middle of the day) and some of the species potentially omitted e.g., storm 

petrel and manx shearwater.  confirmed these species should be 

considered under the same impact pathways as other species.  

• NatureScot indicated they would like to see impacts to prey species 

scoped-in rather than ‘Possible LSE’. Written feedback will be provided on 

whether the proportionate EIA approach will be suitable for this. 

• NatureScot requested artificial light impacts be scoped-in (currently 

scoped-out). 

• Agreement that construction and decommissioning impacts can be 

scoped out for cumulative assessment. NatureScot advised that some 

cumulative assessment may need to be made on impacts of vessel 

disturbance if construction & decommissioning vessels are likely to be 

going through a marine SPA e.g., Moray Firth. This is because several 

developments could be building out at the same time or overlap in some 

way.  

 

Barrier effects  

• Agreement that barrier effects will be picked up via distributional 

responses as per NatureScot guidance.  

 

Transboundary Impacts 

• NatureScot requested for consideration to be given to potential 

transboundary impacts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NatureScot to provide 

written feedback on 

proportionate EIA approach 

in relation to prey impacts. 

 

Artificial light to be scoped 

in.   
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Meeting Minutes Actions 

Approach to Assessment (EIA) 

• Agreement on the general approach to assessment of impacts although 

note misalignments on specific impacts scoped in/out.  

• requested information on parameters to use for assessment of fulmar 

for collision risk. NatureScot agreed to provide these post-workshop. 

 

Suitability of Embedded Mitigation  

• No embedded mitigation presented other than minimum of 30m draft 

height – which was welcomed by stakeholders.  

 

Implications of the Beatrice Post-construction Monitoring Report (In 

terms of displacement rates and how Stromar includes these findings in 

the cumulative assessment).  

• of NatureScot highlighted that this report is more aimed at auks and 

that NatureScot is aware of regionally competing evidence regarding 

displacement effects. Any NatureScot guidance will not be updated until 

the Beatrice monitoring report has been peer reviewed.  

•  asked if Beatrice shows no significant impacts on auk species - how 

should we proceed?  of NatureScot advises that it remains included.  

 

Wet Storage 

•  advised that wet storage impacts should be included in the EIA. MD-

LOT not entirely sure if this should be for cumulative only or not, citing 

Salamander and Muir Mhòr as recent recipients of this advice. 

 

Marine Directorate’s (2022) Ornithology Roadmap (and additional survey 

effort through BTO/RSPB tagging project) 

• of RSPB highlighted that GPS tagging and geolocators will be 

informing other aspects than just collision risk.  agreed that there is 

a wider lens to the tagging project than solely generating additional 

evidence around flight heights and flight speeds of collision risk 

species (kittiwake).  

• flagged caution in relying on results and evidence of this tagging 

study alone.   

 

HRA Screening 

• For breeding seabirds – of NatureScot agreed with use of the foraging 

range tool and that we should present this in an annex.  

• For breeding birds in the non-breeding season –  of NatureScot agreed 

with the use of BDMPS and species abundance in DAS.  

• For migratory seabirds - explained the driver for the alternative 

approach presented is to focus efforts on the SPAs which are most 

relevant. For clarity - the approach is firstly to identify potential 

connectivity, and secondly to take account of species vulnerability to an 

effect to determine LSE where potential for connectivity is identified.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 requested wet storage 

impacts be considered in 

the EIA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NatureScot and MD-LOT to 

provide written feedback 

regarding the screening 

approach for migratory 

seabirds.  

 

Stromar to consider and 

incorporate NatureScot and 

MD-LOT feedback on this 

screening approach in the 

Report to Inform 
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Meeting Minutes Actions 

• flagged NatureScot concerns with using migratory polygons 

and in particular the second element of this alternative approach 

introducing an assessment of magnitude – which isn’t the place for 

screening.  

• Feedback from NatureScot and MD-LOT on alternatives to the above 

would be welcomed in order to keep screening proportionate.  

 

 

 

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted 11 (2) 



 Page 5/9 

Redacted - Outside of Scope



 Page 6/9 

Redacted - Outside of Scope



 Page 7/9 

Redacted - Outside of Scope



 Page 8/9 

Redacted - Outside of Scope



 Page 9/9 

Redacted - Outside of Scope



                                                                            

 

Stromar Offshore Wind Farm Limited, 2nd Floor 2 Lochrin Square, 96 Fountainbridge, Edinburgh, Scotland, EH3 9QA 

stromarwind.co.uk Page 1/9 

Minutes of Meeting  

Meeting:  Marine Directorate & NatureScot Quarterly Update 

Meeting Date: 12 March 2024 

Place: MS Teams Call 

Participants:  (MD-LOT) – Stromar Project Lead  

MD-LOT) – Stromar Casework Officer 

 (MD-LOT) – Stromar Casework Manager 

(NatureScot) – Stromar Casework Officer  

(Orsted) – Stromar Consents Manager  

(Orsted) – Stromar Offshore Environment Manager 

(Orsted) – Stromar Offshore Environment Manager 

 (Orsted) – Environmental Stakeholder Lead   

 (Orsted) Commercial Fisheries Manager 

(GoBe Consultants) – Principal Environmental 

Consultant 

Apologies: None 

Next meeting: 11 June 2024 

 
Minutes 
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NEOG Update 

 

went through key updates on the seabird tracking project (2023-

2026/27) and plans for 2024 colony counts.  

 

The seabird tracking study has run for 1 year already and is being 

undertaken as the ornithological roadmap highlighted the need for 

further evidence on (i) incorporation of GPS tracking data into models 

to better apportion impacts during the breeding season and (ii) 

collection of geolocation data to better apportion impacts outside the 

breeding season. The intention this year is to increase the sample 

size. RSPB will tag kittiwake, guillemot and razorbill at Copinsay SPA. 

RSPB will tag the same species at Buchan Ness to Collieston SPA. 

The project total cost is >£1.2m and involves 12 developers from the 

E and NE Scotwind regions.    
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SCOTWIND – PROJECT TEMPLATE 
 
Project Details 
 

 
Key Project Parameters 
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Supply Chain 

Surveys 

Please provide details 
of any ornithological 
surveys undertaken or 
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ongoing, their spatial 
and temporal extent 
and expected duration 
if currently underway. 
 

 

• NEOG BTO/RSPB bird tagging project underway in 
order to generate evidence signposted by the 2022 
MD-LOT Ornithology Roadmap. Tagging campaign 
completed in June 2023. Currently finalising the 
commercial agreement between NE and E developers 
and BTO and RSPB for tagging in the 2024 breeding 
season.   

• Northeast and East developers SPA priorities for 
2024 HPAI colony counts being discussed with RSPB 
et al. Stromar leading on furthering drone trials (for 
colony counts) with RSPB at Bempton Cliffs 
(Flamborough and Filey SPA) and Troup Pennan & 
Lion’s Heads SPA. 

• Stromar are also leading on furthering 2024 colony 
count data via conventional count methods at 
Copinsay, Fowlsheugh, Muckle Skerry and Swona 
SPAs with RSPB. This will be a collaborative 
agreement with other NE and E developers.  

 
Project Timescales 
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From: planning, scotland
To: MD Marine Renewables
Cc:
Subject: RE: SCOP-0039 - Stromar Offshore Windfarm Limited – Stromar Offshore Wind Farm – Scotwind NE3 Site -

Scoping Consultation - Response Required by 19 February 2024
Date: 25 January 2024 16:52:27
Attachments: image001.png

Dear
Thank you for consulting RSPB Scotland on this application. I’m not sure we
will be able to respond as I am leaving RSPB Scotland and the team has
limited capacity. We will see what we can do.
We hope to have a replacement person in post soon but  (cced) will
keeping an eye on the offshore wind casework in the interim.
Best wishes

Senior Marine Conservation Planner

@rspb.org.uk
| Mon-Fri Office Hours

Please be aware my last working day is 26th January - please contact the planning
mailbox (scotland.planning@rspb.org.uk) after this time

From: MD.MarineRenewables@gov.scot <MD.MarineRenewables@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, January 18, 2024 9:47 AM
To: MD.MarineRenewables@gov.scot
Cc: 
Subject: SCOP-0039 - Stromar Offshore Windfarm Limited – Stromar Offshore Wind Farm –
Scotwind NE3 Site - Scoping Consultation - Response Required by 19 February 2024
Dear Sir/Madam,
REGULATION 14 OF THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017
REGULATION 13 AND SCHEDULE 4 OF THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2007
REGULATION 12 OF THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017
(collectively referred to as the “EIA Regulations”).
SCOP-0039 - Stromar Offshore Windfarm Limited – Stromar Offshore Wind Farm – Scotwind
NE3 Site - Approximately 50km East of Wick
In respect of the proposed section 36 application (under the Electricity Act 1989) and marine
licence applications under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and Marine and Coastal Access Act
2009, Stromar Offshore Windfarm Limited has requested the Scottish Ministers adopt a scoping
opinion in relation to the above proposed works under the EIA Regulations.
The scoping report submitted by the applicant can be found at: Scoping Report - Stromar
Offshore Wind Farm | Marine Scotland Information
To assist the Scottish Ministers in adopting a comprehensive scoping opinion, which will outline
the scope and level of detail of information to be provided in the Environmental Impact
Assessment (“EIA”) Report to be submitted by the applicant with their proposed section 36
consent and marine licence applications, please review the scoping report and advise on what
you consider should be included within or excluded from the scope of the EIA for the
proposed project. In doing so you may wish to consider any comments you may have regarding
data sources, proposed methodologies or the requirement for specific studies.
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HABITATS REGULATIONS APPRAISAL SCREENING REPORT
In addition, Stromar Offshore Windfarm Limited has submitted a Habitats Regulations Appraisal
(“HRA”) Screening Report. The HRA Screening Report provides information to enable the
screening of the Stromar Offshore Wind Farm with respect to its potential to have a likely
significant effect on European sites of nature conservation importance.
The HRA Screening Report can be found at: HRA Screening Report - Stromar Offshore Wind Farm
| Marine Scotland Information
We would appreciate any comments you may have on the HRA Screening Report and your
opinion as to whether or not you are in agreement with the European sites identified.
Please submit your response electronically to MD.MarineRenewables@gov.scot by 19 February
2024. If you are unable to meet this deadline, please contact MD-LOT as soon as possible to
discuss the possibility of an extension to the consultation period. If you have no comments to
make please submit a “nil return” response.
Please be advised that this consultation request relates to the proposed section 36 consent and
marine licence applications.
Yours faithfully,

Marine Licensing & Consenting Casework Officer, Licensing Operations Team, Marine
Directorate
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
M: gov.scot
The Scottish Government

To see how we use your personal data, please view our
Marine licensing and consenting: privacy notice - gov.scot (www.gov.scot)
*****************************************************************
***** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not
the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
*****************************************************************
*****

This email and any attachments may contain material that is confidential, subject to copyright and intended for the
addressee only. If you are not the named recipient you must not use, disclose, reproduce, copy or distribute the
contents of this communication. If you have received this in error, please contact the sender and then delete this email
from your system. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity in England and Wales no.
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207076 and in Scotland no. SC037654. 

The RSPB is committed to maintaining your data privacy. We promise to keep your details safe and will never sell them
on to third parties. To find out more about how we use your information please read our online Privacy Policy:

https://www.rspb.org.uk/legal-and-policy/privacy-policy


From: MD Marine Renewables
To: MD Marine Renewables
Cc:
Bcc: MARINEENERGY; consultations@naturalengland.org.uk; marine.advice@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk;

hmconsultations@hes.scot; aberdeenshire.gov.uk"; @aberdeenshire.gov.uk";
Navigation@nlb.org.uk; navigationsafety@mcga.gov.uk; mcga.gov.uk;
planning.north@sepa.org.uk; planning.se@sepa.org.uk; DC-General Enquiries; pi@aberdeencity.gov.uk;
buchaneast@outlook.com; invercairncc@outlook.com; secretary.phdcc@gmail.com;
fraserburghcc@outlook.com; rathen_memsieCC@outlook.com; roseheartycc@hotmail.co.uk;
boddamdcc@hotmail.com; natpcommunitycouncil@gmail.com; secretary@crudencc.org.uk;
secretary.kegcc@outlook.com; @aol.com; abzsafeguard@aiairport.com; ; 

; radionetworkprotection@bt.com; @falckrenewables.com;
@oceanwinds.com; @flotationenergy.com; @ukchamberofshipping.com;

windfarms@caa.co.uk; @caa.co.uk; marine@crownestatescotland.com; contact@cifascot.com;
office@theca.org.uk; info@riverdee.org; info@riverdon.org; cmac@eskriversangus.uk;
board@forthdsfb.org; admin@tdsfb.org; safeguarding@edinburghairport.com; @fms.scot;

@fms.scot; @flotationenergy.com; POLH@equinor.com;
UKwindauthority@equinor.com; j @btinternet.com; info@jrc.co.uk; @scottishpower.com;

; secretary@marinesafetyforum.org; FO Peterhead; FO Fraserburgh;
@fredolsen.com; dio-safeguarding-wind@mod.gov.uk; natssafeguarding@nats.co.uk;

information@nts.org.uk; @northlinkferries.co.uk; @northlinkferries.co.uk;
correspondence@nstauthority.co.uk; @oeuk.org.uk; info@peterheadport.co.uk;
enquiries@fraserburgh-harbour.co.uk; @rnli.org.uk; @yahoo.co.uk;

@ryascotland.org.uk; planning.scotland@rspb.org.uk; J @salamanderwind.com;
@salamanderwind.com; hello@canoescotland.org;

info@scottishcreelfishermensfederation.co.uk; @btinternet.com; info@scottishfishermen.co.uk;
transmission.asset.management@sse.com; renewables@sff.co.uk; info@thessf.scot;
planningconsultations@scottishwater.co.uk; @swfpa.com; reception@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk;
scollin@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk; eplanning@sportscotland.org.uk; @sportscotland.org.uk;
info@sas.org.uk; @visitscotland.com; @visitscotland.com;

@whales.org
Subject: SCOP-0039 - Stromar Offshore Windfarm Limited – Stromar Offshore Wind Farm – Scotwind NE3 Site -

Scoping Consultation - Response Required by 19 February 2024
Date: 18 January 2024 09:46:00
Attachments: image001.png

Dear Sir/Madam,
REGULATION 14 OF THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017
REGULATION 13 AND SCHEDULE 4 OF THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2007
REGULATION 12 OF THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017
(collectively referred to as the “EIA Regulations”).
SCOP-0039 - Stromar Offshore Windfarm Limited – Stromar Offshore Wind Farm – Scotwind
NE3 Site - Approximately 50km East of Wick
In respect of the proposed section 36 application (under the Electricity Act 1989) and marine
licence applications under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and Marine and Coastal Access Act
2009, Stromar Offshore Windfarm Limited has requested the Scottish Ministers adopt a scoping
opinion in relation to the above proposed works under the EIA Regulations.
The scoping report submitted by the applicant can be found at: Scoping Report - Stromar
Offshore Wind Farm | Marine Scotland Information
To assist the Scottish Ministers in adopting a comprehensive scoping opinion, which will outline
the scope and level of detail of information to be provided in the Environmental Impact
Assessment (“EIA”) Report to be submitted by the applicant with their proposed section 36
consent and marine licence applications, please review the scoping report and advise on what
you consider should be included within or excluded from the scope of the EIA for the
proposed project. In doing so you may wish to consider any comments you may have regarding
data sources, proposed methodologies or the requirement for specific studies.
HABITATS REGULATIONS APPRAISAL SCREENING REPORT
In addition, Stromar Offshore Windfarm Limited has submitted a Habitats Regulations Appraisal
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(“HRA”) Screening Report. The HRA Screening Report provides information to enable the
screening of the Stromar Offshore Wind Farm with respect to its potential to have a likely
significant effect on European sites of nature conservation importance.
The HRA Screening Report can be found at: HRA Screening Report - Stromar Offshore Wind Farm
| Marine Scotland Information
We would appreciate any comments you may have on the HRA Screening Report and your
opinion as to whether or not you are in agreement with the European sites identified.
Please submit your response electronically to MD.MarineRenewables@gov.scot by 19 February
2024. If you are unable to meet this deadline, please contact MD-LOT as soon as possible to
discuss the possibility of an extension to the consultation period. If you have no comments to
make please submit a “nil return” response.
Please be advised that this consultation request relates to the proposed section 36 consent and
marine licence applications.
Yours faithfully,

Marine Licensing & Consenting Casework Officer, Licensing Operations Team, Marine
Directorate
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB

gov.scot
The Scottish Government

To see how we use your personal data, please view our
Marine licensing and consenting: privacy notice - gov.scot (www.gov.scot)
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Minutes of Meeting  

Meeting:  Marine Directorate Quarterly Update 

Meeting Date 12 September 2023 

Place MS Teams Call 

Participants (MD-LOT) – Stromar Project Lead  

(MD-LOT) – Stromar Project Lead (maternity cover) 

 (MD-LOT) – Stromar Case Officer 

 (MD-LOT) – Stromar Casework Manager 

(Orsted) – Stromar Consents Manager (interim)  

(Orsted) – Stromar Offshore Environment Manager 

(Orsted) – Stromar Offshore Environment Manager 

 (Orsted) – Environmental Stakeholder Lead  

 (GoBe Consultants) – Environmental Consultant  

Apologies (NatureScot) – Stromar Casework Officer  

 

Next meeting 12 December 2023 

 

Minutes 
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Meeting Minutes Actions 

RSPB and NatureScot HPAI Colony Counts 2024 being planned, with 

Stromar coordinating the site and species priorities. Proposal for Scotwind 

developers to fund a ‘central coordinator’ position for count consistency 

reasons. 

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope



Redacted - Outside of Scope



Redacted - Outside of Scope



Redacted - Outside of Scope
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Marine Scotland and NatureScot 
Quarterly Progress Update

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 3



stromarwind.co.uk

Agenda

Redacted - Outside of Scope



Redacted - Outside of Scope



stromarwind.co.uk

General Consenting Strategy Updates

Redacted - Outside of Scope



Programme Updates

Redacted - Outside of Scope



stromarwind.co.uk

Redacted - Outside of Scope



stromarwind.co.uk

RSPB & NatureScot HPAI Colony Counts – 2024

• Northeast and East Scotwind projects providing funding of £150k to cover shortfall.

• Stromar has led on coordinating the site and species priorities of Scotwind developers and liaisal

with RSPB.  

• Planning for 2024 season underway. Proposal for Scotwind developers to fund a ‘central 

coordinator’ position to ensure consistency between counts across multiple SPA sites.  

North East Ornithology Group Workstreams

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope



stromarwind.co.uk

BTO Tagging 

North East Ornithology Group Workstreams

Redacted - Outside of Scope



Redacted - Outside of Scope



stromarwind.co.uk

Redacted - Outside of Scope
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Minutes of Meeting  

Meeting:  Marine Scotland & NatureScot Quarterly Update 

Meeting Date 13 June 2023 

Place MS Teams Call 

Participants (MD-LOT) – Stromar Case Officer 

(MD-LOT)  

(NatureScot) – Stromar Casework Officer  

(Orsted) – Stromar Consents Manager 

(Orsted) – Stromar Offshore Environment Manager 

(Orsted) – Stromar Offshore Environment Manager 

(Orsted) – Environmental Stakeholder Lead  

(GoBe Consultants) – Environmental Consultant  

Apologies (MD-LOT) – Stromar Project Lead 

Next meeting TBC 

 

Minutes 
Redacted - Outside of Scope
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Meeting Minutes Actions 

NE Developers Working Group 

 provided a summary of the desk-based and field research projects 

currently underway: 

• RSPB HPAI Colony Counts – Developer donation to funding. 

• North Caithness Cliffs HPAI Colony Counts (RPS) – surveyor and 

vessel / drone counts. Expected to align with RSPB regional colony 

counts. Expected outcomes by winter 23/24.  informed that all 

colony count surveys are going well to date. 

• BTO Tagging - NEOG BTO/RSPB bird tagging project underway. 

Tagging campaign completed in June albeit with mixed success. 

Combined GPS and TDR tags were deployed on 25 guillemots and 

25 razorbills. GPS tags were also fitted to 10 kittiwakes. However 

due to impacts of HPAI on site, the remaining GPS tags for the 

kittiwakes (15) were unable to be deployed. No geolocators were 

deployed as planned for kittiwake (30), razorbill (30) and guillemot 

(30). Discussions now underway to plan for tagging in the 2024 

breeding season and beyond. 

 

 

 

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope

 

 



Redacted - Outside of Scope



Redacted - Outside of Scope
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INTERNAL 

SCOTWIND – PROJECT TEMPLATE 
 
Project Details 

Key Project Parameters 

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope



 

Supply Chain 

Surveys 

Please provide details 
of any ornithological 
surveys undertaken or 
ongoing, their spatial 
and temporal extent 
and expected duration 
if currently underway. 
 

• NEOG BTO/RSPB bird tagging project underway. 
Tagging campaign completed in June albeit with 
mixed success. Combined GPS and TDR tags 
were deployed on 25 guillemots and 25 razorbills. 
GPS tags were also fitted to 10 kittiwakes. 

Redacted - Outside of Scope
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Redacted - Outside of Scope



 

INTERNAL 

However due to evidence of HPAI on site, the 
remaining GPS tags for the kittiwakes (15) were 
unable to be deployed. No geolocators were 
deployed as planned for kittiwake (30), razorbill 
(30) and guillemot (30). Discussions now 
underway to plan for tagging in the 2024 breeding 
season.   
 

• North East and East developers fed back priorities 
for SPA and non-SPA HPAI 2024 colony counts to 
RSPB. North East Ornithology Group led HPAI 
2023 colony count at North Caithness Cliffs 
reporting is due this month.  

Project Timescales 

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope



 

Stakeholder Engagement 
 

Details of any completed or planned 
stakeholder engagement 

• RPSB Onshore introductory 
meeting on 9 March 2023. 

 

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope



 

INTERNAL 

SCOTWIND – PROJECT TEMPLATE 
 
Project Details 

 
Key Project Parameters 

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope



Supply Chain 
 

Please provide details 
of any ornithological 
surveys undertaken or 
ongoing, their spatial 
and temporal extent 
and expected duration 
if currently underway. 
 • Progressing joint-developer bird tagging 

opportunity with BTO in consultation with RPSB 
and MSS. Tagging commencing in June. Shared 
developer contract signed.  
 

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope



 

INTERNAL 

• Fed back developer priorities for SPA and non-
SPA colony counts to RSPB. North East 
Ornithology Group contracting a standalone 
colony count at North Caithness Cliffs as this is 
outwith RSPB scope.  

 

• Note for onshore application wintering bird surveys 
have been carried out at potential landfall 
locations between October and March. 
 
 

 
Project Timescales 

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope



Redacted - Outside of Scope



 

INTERNAL 

SCOTWIND – PROJECT TEMPLATE 
 
Project Details 

Key Project Parameters 

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Highlight



Supply Chain 

Surveys 

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope



 

INTERNAL 

Please provide details 
of any ornithological 
surveys undertaken or 
ongoing, their spatial 
and temporal extent 
and expected duration 
if currently underway. 

Progressing joint-developer bird tagging opportunity with 
BTO in consultation with RPSB and MSS. 
 
Canvassing developer priorities for SPA and non-SPA 
colony counts to feedback to RSPB.  
 
Note for onshore application wintering bird surveys have 
been carried out at potential landfall locations between 
October and March.  

 
 
Project Timescales 
 
(nb: all dates subject to OTNR outcome, grid connection review and 
stakeholder engagement and should be treated as indicative) 

 

Redacted - Outside of Scope

Redacted - Outside of Scope



 

INTERNAL 

Stakeholder Engagement 
 

Details of any completed or 
planned stakeholder 
engagement 

• Held an introductory meeting to the Project 
with RSPB and have had follow-up meetings 
regarding the BTO tagging work.  

• Planned RPSB Onshore introductory 
meeting on 9th March.    
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Marine Scotland and NatureScot
Quarterly Progress Update

N o v e m b e r   2 0 2 2



INTERNAL

Agenda

4. Ornithology update

 [Redacted] Out of scope

 [Redacted] Out of scope



INTERNAL

Stromar Offshore Wind Farm will be located off the north-east coast of Scotland in the Plan Option area NE3 as 

identified in the Sectoral Marine Plan. 

Redacted - Outside of Scope
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 [Redacted] Out of scope
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3. Programme discussion points: Current consenting strategy
Redacted - Outside of Scope



INTERNAL

3. Programme discussion points: Pre-scoping consultation

• Can MS advise on any preference of communication in how to consult on these upcoming scopes of work?

Redacted - Outside of Scope



INTERNAL

Bid data: Unsuccessful in receiving data from developer who undertook 2021 site surveys.  The data would support understanding 
further pre-avian flu information. 

• Can MS support open sharing of data from bid stage?  

Offshore Site surveys

Full coverage has been achieved each month on our digital aerial surveys since April 2021. 

Species identified within the first two months were:

•   Gannet • Great black-backed gull

•   Guillemot • Kittiwake

•   Puffin • Razorbill

Harbour porpoise and seal were spotted in the array site for both months too. 

Onshore Wintering Surveys at Landfall

To achieve two years of wintering bird data we commenced surveys in October 2022 at 8 landfalls, which would support a 

connection point at New Deer 2.  Undertaken at risk until grid connection location is known, but we have antic. 

Month March April May June July August September October

Date survey undertaken 20th Mar 2nd April 7th May 20th June 23rd July 22nd August 3rd Sept 13th Oct

Full Coverage obtained (12.5%) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

4. Ornithology update: Surveys



INTERNAL

We are keen to understand how we can best support strategic research and 

monitoring work with key organisations such as Scotmer and RSPB to fulfil 

knowledge gaps and support in the avian flu crisis. 

4. Ornithology update: NEOG

Redacted - Outside of Scope
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Strategic work updates

• RSPB (monitoring and avian flu)

Redacted - Outside of Scope
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From:
To: MD Marine Renewables
Subject: Freedom of Information Request – Stromar Project: Landfall Communications and Harbour Engagement
Date: 21 June 2025 17:37:04

Dear Marine Renewables Team,

I am submitting this request under the Freedom of Information
(Scotland) Act 2002.

I would like to request access to any and all communications, internal or
external, held by the Scottish Government (including its departments,
agencies, or appointed consultants) regarding the Stromar Offshore
Wind Farm project, specifically in relation to the following:

1. Communication with Sandhaven and Pitullie Harbour Trust

Please provide:

Records of any communication between the Stromar project team
(including developers or consultants acting on their behalf) and the
Sandhaven and Pitullie Harbour Trust, whether written or verbal
(where minutes or notes exist).

The type and purpose of any communications recorded with the
Harbour Trust.

Any documentation referring to community benefit proposals,
harbour infrastructure upgrades, or other local enhancements linked
to use of the eastern landfall route

2. Discussion of Landfall Options

Please provide:

All correspondence, internal memos, consultant reports, or meeting
notes discussing the change in preferred landfall from the eastern
route (Sandhaven area) to the alternative western location within
the scoping boundary.

Any assessments or discussions regarding technical constraints,
environmental factors, or stakeholder feedback that influenced this
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change.

Confirmation of whether RSPB Scotland or NatureScot were
consulted specifically on the onshore implications of the alternative
western landfall.

3. Scoping Boundary and Addendum Consideration

Please include:

Any internal emails, meeting records, or formal decisions regarding
the use of the red-line boundary to justify including the western
landfall within the original Scoping Report without issuing a
Scoping Addendum.

Any records of internal or external discussion regarding the
appropriateness or procedural risk of not issuing a formal
addendum.

Any correspondence with or advice sought from the Energy
Consents Unit (ECU) regarding this matter.

Notes:

Please include any attachments, maps, consultant reports, or
briefings where available.

If any documents are withheld or redacted, please provide a
justification referencing the relevant exemption(s) under FOISA.

If this request falls under the remit of another department (e.g. ECU
or Marine Licensing), please confirm or advise on forwarding.

I look forward to your response within the statutory period.

Yours sincerely,
Redacted 11 (1) Personal Data




