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Your Query  
 
Please can I request the following information:  
 

(1) How many licensed red meat abattoirs are there currently in Scotland?  
(2) How many licensed red meat abattoirs have closed in the last year in 

Scotland?  
(3) How many licensed red meat abattoirs have closed in the last five years in 

Scotland (please could you break that down by year)?  
(4) Any correspondence sent to or from the Scottish Government relating to the 

closure of red meat abattoirs within the last year.  
 
Reply 
 
The information you have requested in relation to questions 1-3 is held by Food 
Standards Scotland. Officials there have provided the following information 
answering your request for questions 1-3: 
 
There are currently 20 approved premises with a further plant currently in conditional 
approval. 
 
There has been one closure in the last 12 months. 
 
In the last five years the number of closures are as follows 
 
2025: 1 
2024: 0 
2023: 1 
2022: 0 
2021: 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
RESPONSE TO (4) Any correspondence sent to or from the Scottish 
Government relating to the closure of red meat abattoirs within the last year.  
 
The following emails are in scope. Email 4 includes two correspondence 
letters, attached separately. There are an additional two correspondence 
letters not linked to any of the emails below, also attached separately.  
 
EMAIL 1 
 
From: [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   
Sent: 11 June 2025 15:41 
To: Minister for Public Health and Women's Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot> 
Cc: Geoff Ogle <Geoff.Ogle@fss.scot>; Communications Net Zero, Energy and 
Rural Affairs <CommunicationsNetZero&RuralAffairs@gov.scot>; Communications 
Net Zero, Energy and Rural Affairs 
<CommunicationsNetZero&RuralAffairs@gov.scot>; Ian Muirhead 
<Ian.Muirhead@gov.scot>; Deputy Director of Food and Drink 
<DeputyDirectorofFoodandDrink@gov.scot>; [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal 
data]; Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Land Reform & Islands 2024 

<CabSecforRALRI@gov.scot>; Minister for Agriculture and Connectivity 
<MinisterforAC@gov.scot>; FSS Communications Mailbox 
<Communications@fss.scot>; [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]  >; Director 

of Agriculture and Rural Economy <DirectorARE@gov.scot>; [Redacted – Regulation 
11(2) – Personal data]  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]  [Redacted – 
Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]  [Redacted 
– Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   
 
Subject: Closure of Scotbeef, Inverurie- FSS Update.  
 
PS/Minister for Public Health and Women’s Health 
 
Good afternoon.  
 
FSS have today also been informed of the closure of Scotbeef, Inverurie. We have 
been advised that slaughtering of all animals at the plant has ceased with immediate 
effect. [Redacted - Regulation 10(5)(e) - Confidentiality of commercial or industrial 
information] 
 
Key facts  
 

• FSS team - 1 Official Veterinarian (OV) and 4 Meat Hygiene Inspectors 
(MHIs).  All officials who are employed to work at the plant are 
permanent FSS staff on SG terms and conditions.  

 

• Based on the current Business Agreement (BA) hours, the income to 
FSS from this plant has been [Redacted - Regulation 10(5)(e) - 
Confidentiality of commercial or industrial information]. 

 



We are actively exploring redeployment options for the FSS team, who have been 
based at the plant in Inverurie, and are in the process of assessing the short to 
medium term impacts of this closure, in terms of loss of BA hours and subsequent 
impacts to our cost recovery.  
 
In terms of the wider meat industry there will be no subsequent impact in terms of 
FSS costs for 2025/26 as the charge rates are fixed annually each year. The 
2025/26 charge rates commenced on the 31 March 2025 and included c 1.08 million 
of Ministerial discount for all meat plants in Scotland.  
 
Regards [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   
 
[Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]  | [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal 
data]  | Food Standards Scotland | 

Pilgrim House, Old Ford Road, Aberdeen. AB11 5RL |e: [Redacted – Regulation 
11(2) – Personal data]  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EMAIL 2 
 
From: [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]    
Sent: Wednesday, November 6, 2024 3:52 PM 

To: [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal 
data]    
Cc: [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal 
data]  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – 
Personal data]  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   
Subject: Orkney Lamb & Beef PDO  

 
[Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data], [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal 
data]   
  
We’ve been asked by colleagues in another Department about the situation with Orkney Beef and 
Orkney Lamb. 
  

I recall from an update [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]  received a year ago, that 

the products remained unable to be produced compliantly to the specification (due to an abattoir 
closure) and there should be no product for sale using wither name in the UK or abroad. 

  
I think there was a consortium supported by Highlands & Islands Enterprise looking at a smaller 
building on a different site thereby allowing the product to be produced again. Any updates? 
  

Thanks, [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   
  
  

[Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]  Agri Food Chain Directorate 

Defra 

[Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]    
  
  
  
This message has been sent using TLS 1.2  

  
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) This email and any attachments is 

intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it in error you have no authority to use, 

disclose, store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst this 

email and associated attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within Defra 

systems we can accept no responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on Defra's 

computer systems may be monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective operation of the system 

and for other lawful purposes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EMAIL 3 
 
From: [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   
Sent: 04 December 2024 09:22 
To: [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal 
data]  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   
Subject: Briefing Paper - Scottish Suckler Beef Support Scheme 
Importance: High 
 
Good morning,  
 
Please find attached a briefing paper on the Scottish Suckler Beef Support Scheme 
[under the terms of regulation 6(1)(b) we are not required to provide information that is already 
publicly accessible and available to you - https://dmscdn.vuelio.co.uk/publicitem/e192a385-fb03-4df7-

b95f-a6f7cf8cdff7. This paper has been drawn together by the Institute of Auctioneers 
and Appraisers in Scotland, The Scottish Beef Association (SBA) and the National 
Beef Association (NBA) working together to define what the wider risks and impact of 
the addition of the currently proposed conditionality measure could look like. 
 
Please feel free to distribute across your party colleagues as required. 
 
I have also attached a document referenced in the Briefing Paper that was published 
by SRUC on Calving Intervals in Scottish Cattle. [[under the terms of regulation 6(1)(b) we 

are not required to provide information that is already publicly accessible and available to you - 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-
analysis/2023/08/evidence-support-development-new-rural-support-scheme-
scotland-summary-written-outputs/documents/calving-intervals-scotlands-cattle-
population-conditionality-options/calving-intervals-scotlands-cattle-population-
conditionality-options/govscot%3Adocument/calving-intervals-scotlands-cattle-
population-conditionality-options.pdf] 
 
I would be happy to discuss any queries you may have with the content as would 
[Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]  and [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal 
data]   
 
[Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal 
data]  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   
 
[Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal 
data]  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   
 
Thank you. 
 

Kind Regards  

[Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   



[Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   

 

Institute of Auctioneers and Appraisers in Scotland  

Mobile:  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   

Email:  [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   

Website:  iaas.co.uk  

Address:  Rural Centre, West Mains, Ingliston, Newbridge, Midlothian EH28 8NZ  

 

This transmission is intended for the named addressee only. It contains information which may be confidential and which may also be 
privileged. Unless you are the named addressee (or authorised to receive it for the addressee) you may not copy or use it, or disclose it 
to anyone else. All information contained within this email is copyright of the Institute of Auctioneers and Appraisers in Scotland. 
 
Company Number: SC013987. Registered Ofice Address: No. 2 Lochrin Square, 96 Fountainbridge, Edinburgh, EH3 9QA.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EMAIL 4 – LETTER ATTACHED SEPARATELY, WITH REPLY 
 
 
From: [Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   
Sent: 18 March 2025 14:52 
To: Minister for Agriculture and Connectivity 2023  
Subject: Meeting with SAMW on Wednesday 5 March – Beef Cattle Numbers 
 
Dear Minister Fairlie 
 
Attached is a letter following the meeting we had with you on Wednesday 5 March. 
 
Best regards 
[Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   
 
[Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   
[Redacted – Regulation 11(2) – Personal data]   
 

 
 


















