
From:
To:
Cc:
Subject: FW: NatureScot response to ECU Request for Scoping Opinion - Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400 kV

OHL Connection - ECU00006008
Date: 08 December 2024 14:53:03
Attachments:

Thanks  – yes,  helpfully copied me so we have sight of the response.
 
Copying my colleague  on my response –  is supporting me on this project.
Could I please ask that all pending responses and any other queries on the Scoping be sent
directly to James? 

  will be picking up in my absence.
 
Many thanks and hope you have a Happy Christmas when it gets here.

Thanks

 

From: @gov.scot @gov.scot> 
Sent: 05 December 2024 17:00
To:  @sse.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: NatureScot response to ECU Request for Scoping Opinion - Spittal to
Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400 kV OHL Connection - ECU00006008
 

                           

Hi ,
 
I see you have been copied in already to the NatureScot response.
 
Thanks

 
 Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
 
 
From:  @nature.scot> 
Sent: 05 December 2024 09:34
To: Econsents Admin <Econsents_Admin@gov.scot>
Cc:  < @gov.scot>;  < @sse.com>; 

(Planning (North)) < @highland.gov.uk>; 
< @nature.scot>
Subject: RE: NatureScot response to ECU Request for Scoping Opinion - Spittal to Loch
Buidhe to Beauly 400 kV OHL Connection - ECU00006008
 
Your ref: ECU00006008
Request for Scoping Opinion - Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400 kV OHL
Connection
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Dear 
 
Thank you for your consultation and for agreeing to offer us additional time in which to
respond.
 
Please find attached our response letter and a Excell spreadsheet that is referred to in
our letter.
 
I am copying in  from SSEN,  from Highland Council and
my colleague, 
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us.
 
Best wishes

 
 | Operations Officer – North - NatureScot 

t:    (m:  – please use landline first, very little reception at
home)
My working pattern: Mondays to Thursdays – mostly homeworking
nature.scot | @nature_scot | Scotland’s Nature Agency | Buidheann Nàdair na h-Alba
 
 
 
 
 

From: @gov.scot @gov.scot> 
Sent: 29 October 2024 08:02
Subject: Request for Scoping Opinion - Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400 kV OHL
Connection - ECU00006008
 

                         

Dear Consultee,
 
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989
THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017
 
REQUEST FOR SCOPING OPINION FOR PROPOSED SECTION 37
APPLICATION FOR SPITTAL TO LOCH BUIDHE TO BEAULY 400 KV
OVERHEAD LINE CONNECTION

On 25 October 2024, Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc (the Applicant)
submitted a request for a scoping opinion from the Scottish Ministers for the
proposed section 37 application of Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400kV
Overhead Line Connection. The proposed development is for approximately
167km of Overhead Line supported on steel lattice towers with an average height
of 57m above ground level located in the planning authority area of The Highland
Council, in line with regulation 12 of The Electricity Works (Environmental Impact
Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017.
 
Under regulation 12, Scottish Ministers are required to provide a scoping opinion
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outlining the information they consider should be included in the EIA report.
Ministers are also required to consult the relevant consultation bodies and any
other interested party which is likely to have an interest in the proposed
development by reason of its specific environmental responsibilities or local and
regional competencies.
 
The scoping report and supporting information can be viewed at the Scottish
Government’s Energy Consents Unit website www.energyconsents.scot by:
 
- clicking on Search tab; then,
- clicking on Simple Search tab; then,
- typing Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400 kV OHL Connection into Search
by Project Name box then clicking on Go;
- then clicking on EC00006008 and then click on Documents tab.
 
To allow Scottish Ministers to provide a comprehensive scoping opinion, we
ask that you review the scoping report and advise on the scope of the
environmental impact assessment for this proposal. Please advise if there
are any further matters you would like Ministers to highlight for
consideration and inclusion in the assessment, particularly site-specific
information.
 
I would be grateful for your comments by 20 November 2024. Please note that
reminders will not be issued, therefore if we have not received any comments from
you, nor a request for an extension to this date, we will assume that you have no
comments to make.
 
Please send your response (in PDF format if possible) to
EconsentsAdmin@gov.scot.
 
Kind regards

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government
 
 
 
*****************************************************************
***** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not
the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
*****************************************************************
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*****
 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to
whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the system manager or the sender. 
Please note that for business purposes, outgoing and incoming emails from and to NatureScot may be monitored.

Tha am post-dealain seo agus fiosrachadh sam bith na chois dìomhair agus airson an neach no buidheann ainmichte a-
mhàin. Mas e gun d’ fhuair sibh am post-dealain seo le mearachd, cuiribh fios dhan manaidsear-siostaim no neach-
sgrìobhaidh.
Thoiribh an aire airson adhbharan gnothaich, ‘s dòcha gun tèid sùil a chumail air puist-dealain a’ tighinn a-steach agus a’
dol a- mach bho NàdarAlba.

 
*****************************************************************
***** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not
the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
*****************************************************************
*****
 

The information in this E-Mail is confidential and may be legally privileged. It may not
represent the views of the SSE Group.
It is intended solely for the addressees. Access to this E-Mail by anyone else is
unauthorised.
If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action
taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful.
Any unauthorised recipient should advise the sender immediately of the error in
transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email (or any attachments to it) is
not an offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer and it does not form part of a
binding contractual agreement.

SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for certain consumer credit
activities.
www.sse.com



From:
To:
Subject: Consultation Responses - Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400kV Overhead Line
Date: 22 November 2024 11:25:00
Attachments:

Hi 
 
Please find the attached consultation responses from the British Horse Society,
Woodland Trust and Kyle of Sutherland Fisheries.
 
Thanks

 
 Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
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From:
To:
Subject: RE: LT132 & LT428 - Proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV Connection - EIA Scoping submission-

Consultee List
Date: 29 October 2024 10:54:00
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

Hi 
 
No problem, I will direct the consultation responses and correspondence onto
yourself and .  I have changed the applicant over to
yourself on the ECU portal.
 
Thanks

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
 
 
From:  < @sse.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 10:38 AM
To  @gov.scot>; @sse.com>
Subject: RE: LT132 & LT428 - Proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV Connection - EIA
Scoping submission- Consultee List
 
Hi 
 
Many thanks for confirmation, much appreciated.
 
Please could I ask that all correspondence on this matter be directed to me – 

. Happy for ECU and any
consultees to email me directly as required, no need to cc Teresa at this time. If it were possible
also for my name to appear as applicant on the ECU portal that would be incredibly helpful.
 
Best wishes

 
, MRTPI AssocRICS

Senior Consents and Environment Manager – Central & North
Please note my working days are Monday to Thursday
 
I
E: @sse.com
Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk
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From: gov.scot < @gov.scot> 
Sent: 29 October 2024 10:22
To:  < @sse.com>
Cc:  < @sse.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: LT132 & LT428 - Proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV
Connection - EIA Scoping submission- Consultee List
 

                    

Hi ,
 
The scoping consultation has now been issued with a requested response date of
20 November 2024.  I shall send on the consultation responses to you as I receive
them.
 
Kind regards

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
 
 
From:  < @sse.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2024 5:02 PM
To:  < @gov.scot>
Cc:  < @sse.com>
Subject: RE: LT132 & LT428 - Proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV Connection - EIA
Scoping submission- Consultee List
 
Hi 
 
Just to let you know that the above EIA Scoping has now been submitted via the
ECU Portal.
 
Trust that you will find everything in order but please do not hesitate to contact
either myself or  if there are any queries.
 
Kind regards
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 BA (Hons) DipTP MA MRTPI
Consents and Environment Manager – Central & North
 

 
M: 
E: @sse.com
Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk

  

 
From: @gov.scot @gov.scot> 
Sent: 25 October 2024 09:09
To:  @sse.com>
Cc: @sse.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: LT132 & LT428 - Proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV
Connection - EIA Scoping submission- Consultee List
 

                                         
 

Good morning ,
 
I can confirm that is acceptable to upload the proposed consultee list as a
document.  The main one to include within the actual consultee tabs would be the
Planning Authority, as members of the public are able to search applications for
their planning authority area on the external portal and the PA area is pulled from
that tab.  I note you have completed the PA tab.
 
Kind regards

 
 

| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit
The Scottish Government
 
 
From:  < @sse.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2024 8:45 AM
To:  @gov.scot>
Cc:  @sse.com>
Subject: RE: LT132 & LT428 - Proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV Connection - EIA
Scoping submission- Consultee List
 
Morning 
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request and documents have been uploaded to the portal where I can check
against the location plan etc.  If you could let me know once the upload has been
made please.
 
Kind regards

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
 
 
From:  < @sse.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 21, 2024 5:12 PM
To @gov.scot>
Cc  @sse.com>
Subject: RE: LT132 & LT428 - Proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV Connection - EIA
Scoping submission- Consultee List
 
Hi 
 
I understand that  who had previously been involved with this project has
moved on, and  had suggested we should direct the EIA Scoping
Consultee List to you in the first instance.
 
This is now attached for your consideration. We are finalising the Scoping
submission and will upload this to the ECU Portal later this week.
 
As set out below, we are intending to use a web viewer for the majority of the
plans – with just one separate plan showing the proposed development. To correct
the email below – this will be an electronic submission not hard copy as indicated
below.
 
Kind regards,
 

 

 
 

 BA (Hons) DipTP MA MRTPI
Consents and Environment Manager – Central & North
 

 
M: 
E: @sse.com
Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk
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From:  
Sent: 14 October 2024 12:36
To: @gov.scot>
Cc:  < @sse.com>
Subject: LT132 & LT428 - Proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV Connection - EIA
Scoping submission
 
Dear 
 
I am contacting you in respect of the above project which I understand you have
previously been in contact with  about.
 
We are currently working towards the submission of the EIA Scoping submission
and expect to make this in week commencing 21 October 2024. We wanted to
make you aware that we will be submitting hard copy plans to identify the project
as per the requirements of the EIA Regulations, but thereafter using a Web Viewer
to digitally map the constraints/information referred to in respect of the topics
included. This will be accessible via links in the document – and is an innovative
approach that has been used in consultation to date with positive feedback
received.  
 
I am currently working on the Consultation list which we will share with you in
parallel.
 
Please let me know if you have any queries,
 
Kind regards
 

 
 

 
 

 BA (Hons) DipTP MA MRTPI
Consents and Environment Manager – Central & North
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M: 
E: @sse.com
Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk

 
 

 

The information in this E-Mail is confidential and may be legally privileged. It may
not represent the views of the SSE Group.
It is intended solely for the addressees. Access to this E-Mail by anyone else is
unauthorised.
If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any
action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be
unlawful.
Any unauthorised recipient should advise the sender immediately of the error in
transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email (or any attachments
to it) is not an offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer and it does
not form part of a binding contractual agreement.

SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for certain consumer
credit activities.
www.sse.com
 
*****************************************************************
***** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not
the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
*****************************************************************
*****
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The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It may not
represent the views of the SSE Group. It is intended solely for the addressees. Access to
this email by anyone else is unauthorised. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it,
is prohibited and may be unlawful. Any unauthorised recipient should advise the sender
immediately of the error in transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email
(or any attachments to it) is not an offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer
and it does not form part of a binding contractual agreement.

SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
www.sse.com
 
*****************************************************************
***** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not
the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
*****************************************************************
*****
 

The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It may not
represent the views of the SSE Group. It is intended solely for the addressees. Access to
this email by anyone else is unauthorised. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it,
is prohibited and may be unlawful. Any unauthorised recipient should advise the sender
immediately of the error in transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email
(or any attachments to it) is not an offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer
and it does not form part of a binding contractual agreement.

SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
www.sse.com
 
*****************************************************************
***** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not
the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.



Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
*****************************************************************
*****
 

The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It may not
represent the views of the SSE Group. It is intended solely for the addressees. Access to
this email by anyone else is unauthorised. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it,
is prohibited and may be unlawful. Any unauthorised recipient should advise the sender
immediately of the error in transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email
(or any attachments to it) is not an offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer
and it does not form part of a binding contractual agreement.

SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
www.sse.com



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject: RE: LT132 & LT428 - Proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV Connection - EIA Scoping submission-

Consultee List
Date: 28 October 2024 11:13:00
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

Hi ,
 
Thank you for letting me know and I can confirm agreement of the consultation
list.  I shall let you know when the scoping has been issued for consultation.
 
Kind regards

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
 
 
From:  < @sse.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2024 5:02 PM
To  @gov.scot>
Cc:  < @sse.com>
Subject: RE: LT132 & LT428 - Proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV Connection - EIA
Scoping submission- Consultee List
 
Hi 
 
Just to let you know that the above EIA Scoping has now been submitted via the
ECU Portal.
 
Trust that you will find everything in order but please do not hesitate to contact
either myself or  if there are any queries.
 
Kind regards
 

 

 
 

 BA (Hons) DipTP MA MRTPI
Consents and Environment Manager – Central & North
 

 
M: 
E @sse.com
Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ
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www.ssen-transmission.co.uk
  

 
From: t@gov.scot < @gov.scot> 
Sent: 25 October 2024 09:09
To:  < @sse.com>
Cc:  @sse.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: LT132 & LT428 - Proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV
Connection - EIA Scoping submission- Consultee List
 

                                       
 

Good morning ,
 
I can confirm that is acceptable to upload the proposed consultee list as a
document.  The main one to include within the actual consultee tabs would be the
Planning Authority, as members of the public are able to search applications for
their planning authority area on the external portal and the PA area is pulled from
that tab.  I note you have completed the PA tab.
 
Kind regards

 
 

| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit
The Scottish Government|
 
 
From:  @sse.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2024 8:45 AM
To:  @gov.scot>
Cc  < @sse.com>
Subject: RE: LT132 & LT428 - Proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV Connection - EIA
Scoping submission- Consultee List
 
Morning
 
I am starting to upload documents and just had a query around the consultee list
and consultee tab on the portal.
 
I was intending to upload the consultee list and have just filled out the Planning
Authority tab, and the main Statutory Consultees on the Consultee tab as full
details are provided on the list. Can you advise if this is suitable for Scoping
please?
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| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit
The Scottish Government|
 
 
From:  < @sse.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 21, 2024 5:12 PM
To:  < @gov.scot>
Cc:  @sse.com>
Subject: RE: LT132 & LT428 - Proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV Connection - EIA
Scoping submission- Consultee List
 
Hi 
 
I understand that  who had previously been involved with this project has
moved on, and Mark Christie had suggested we should direct the EIA Scoping
Consultee List to you in the first instance.
 
This is now attached for your consideration. We are finalising the Scoping
submission and will upload this to the ECU Portal later this week.
 
As set out below, we are intending to use a web viewer for the majority of the
plans – with just one separate plan showing the proposed development. To correct
the email below – this will be an electronic submission not hard copy as indicated
below.
 
Kind regards,
 

 

 
 

 BA (Hons) DipTP MA MRTPI
Consents and Environment Manager – Central & North
 

 
M:
E: @sse.com
Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk

 
Advance notice of leave: Thursday 17 and Friday 18 October
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From:  
Sent: 14 October 2024 13:38
To: 'Econsents_Admin@gov.scot' <Econsents_Admin@gov.scot>
Subject: FW: LT132 & LT428 - Proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV Connection - EIA
Scoping submission
 
Hello there
 
I am forwarding on the email below in  absence – if there are any comments
around the Web Viewer please come back to me as soon as possible.
 
Kind regards
 

 

 
 

 BA (Hons) DipTP MA MRTPI
Consents and Environment Manager – Central & North
 

 
M:
E: @sse.com
Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk
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From:  
Sent: 14 October 2024 12:36
To:  @gov.scot>
Cc:  @sse.com>
Subject: LT132 & LT428 - Proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV Connection - EIA
Scoping submission
 
Dear 
 
I am contacting you in respect of the above project which I understand you have
previously been in contact with  about.
 
We are currently working towards the submission of the EIA Scoping submission
and expect to make this in week commencing 21 October 2024. We wanted to
make you aware that we will be submitting hard copy plans to identify the project
as per the requirements of the EIA Regulations, but thereafter using a Web Viewer
to digitally map the constraints/information referred to in respect of the topics
included. This will be accessible via links in the document – and is an innovative
approach that has been used in consultation to date with positive feedback
received.  
 
I am currently working on the Consultation list which we will share with you in
parallel.
 
Please let me know if you have any queries,
 
Kind regards
 

 
 

 
 

 BA (Hons) DipTP MA MRTPI
Consents and Environment Manager – Central & North
 

 
M: 
E: @sse.com
Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk
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immediately of the error in transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email
(or any attachments to it) is not an offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer
and it does not form part of a binding contractual agreement.

SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
www.sse.com
 
*****************************************************************
***** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not
the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
*****************************************************************
*****
 

The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It may not
represent the views of the SSE Group. It is intended solely for the addressees. Access to
this email by anyone else is unauthorised. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it,
is prohibited and may be unlawful. Any unauthorised recipient should advise the sender
immediately of the error in transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email
(or any attachments to it) is not an offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer
and it does not form part of a binding contractual agreement.

SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
www.sse.com



From:
To:
Subject: Consultation Responses - Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400kV Overhead Line
Date: 18 December 2024 09:33:00
Attachments:

Morning ,
 
Please find the attached consultation responses from HES, Golspie CC and
Creich CC.
 
Thanks

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
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From:
To: ; " @sse.com"
Subject: 230418 - Pre- App Meeting - Spittal-Loch Buidhe-Beauly 400kV OHL
Date: 18 April 2023 15:15:00

Good Afternoon
 
Hope you are both well.
 
Thank you for the Pre-app form for Spittal-Loch Buidhe-Beauly 400kV OHL.
 
I would like to arrange a Pre-app meeting, could you please email me suitable
dates and time.
 
Thank you

 
| Senior Case Officer|Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
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From:
To:
Subject: JRC Scoping Response - Spittal-Loch Buidhe-Beauly 400kV Overhead Line
Date: 30 October 2024 09:10:00
Attachments:

Good morning ,
 
Please find the attached response from the Joint Radio Company which is a
holding objection due to the number of protected links within the vicinity.  They are
requesting the indicative positions of each tower.  Is this something you will be
able to provide?
 
Kind regards

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government
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From:
To:
Subject: Consultation Responses - Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400 kV OHL Connection
Date: 01 November 2024 12:12:00
Attachments:

Good afternoon ,
 
Please find the attached consultation responses from SEPA, National Gas
Transmission, Scottish Gas Networks and HSE.
 
I note that SGN confirm they have no High Pressure pipelines within the vicinity. 
HSE make reference to the route crossing a High Pressure gas pipeline operated
by SGN.  I have emailed SGN to confirm if their response remains the same and if
they have any comment on the HSE response.
 
Kind regards

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government
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From:
To:
Subject: Consultation Responses - Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400kV Overhead Line
Date: 18 November 2024 17:02:00
Attachments:

Hi ,
 
Please find the attached consultation responses from Transport Scotland and
Brora CC.
 
Thanks

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
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From:
To: ; 
Subject: Scoping Opinion - Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400kV Overhead Line (ECU00006008)
Date: 05 February 2025 08:08:00
Attachments:

Dear  and 
 
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989
THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017
 
SCOPING OPINION ON BEHALF OF SCOTTISH MINISTERS UNDER PART 4
OF THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017:
SPITTAL TO LOCH BUIDHE TO BEAULY 400KV OVERHEAD LINE       
 
Please find attached the EIA Scoping Opinion on behalf of Scottish Ministers in
response to the request made by Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission Plc (“the
Company”) under the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment)
(Scotland) Regulations 2017, (“the Regulations”) for a scoping opinion on the
proposed Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400kV Overhead Line located between
the new Spittal (Banniskirk), Loch Buidhe (Carnaig) and Beauly (Fanellan) 400kV
substations.
 
You should note that this opinion is based on the information available to the
Scottish Ministers as at 5 February 2025. The Company is advised to have regard
to subsequent proposed developments which are submitted to Planning
Authorities or the Scottish Ministers prior to the submission of their application. To
this end we recommend the Company approach both the Planning Authority and
the Scottish Ministers at a point prior to submission of their application to ascertain
if further proposals have come forward which may have a bearing on the
assessment they have been asked to provide.
 
With regards to next steps the following guidance is available on our website:
Electricity Act 1989 - sections 36 and 37: applications guidance - gov.scot
(www.gov.scot)
 
This good practice guidance (published February 2022) sets out the procedure for
applications for onshore generating stations and overhead lines under sections 36
and 37 of the Electricity Act 1989, where the development concerned is
development requiring environmental impact assessment. It provides detailed and
up to date information on the key stages of the application process and you should
familiarise yourself with the guidance. With regards to next steps:
 
Guidance – Pre-Application
For information on the pre-application stage refer to Section 3 of the guidance
which sets out the minimum expectation of applicants with regards to pre-
application consultation and engagement.
 
Guidance – Gatecheck
For information on gatecheck stage refer to Section 5.1 of the guidance which
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sets out the 2 stage Gatecheck process.
 
At the gatecheck stage, applicants will also be required to complete the checklist
provided by MD-SEDD (at Annex 1 of MD-SEDD’ Standing Advice) which should
signpost ECU to where all matters relevant to freshwater and diadromous fish and
fisheries have been presented in the EIA report.
 
Guidance – Submission of the Application
For information on submission of the Application refer to Section 5 of the
guidance which sets out detailed information on of application, fees and
consultation requirements.
 
The Scoping Opinion will be published on the energy consents website
(www.energyconsents.scot) where it may be found by searching for “Spittal to
Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400 KV OHL”.
 
If you wish to discuss further or have any queries please contact Lee Stirrat or
Econsents_Admin@gov.scot.
 
 
Yours sincerely
 

 
 

| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit
The Scottish Government|
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From:
To:
Subject: Scoping - Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400kV
Date: 03 December 2024 19:32:00
Attachments:

Hi 
 
Please find the attached consultation response from Contin, Strathpeffer and
Marybank, Scatwell and Strathconon Community Councils.
 
Thanks

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
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From:
To:
Subject: Scoping - Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400kV
Date: 03 December 2024 20:57:00
Attachments:

Hi ,
 
Please find the attached consultation responses from Scottish Forestry, Arqiva,
HIAL and a further response from JRC.  Please note HIAL are requesting the
exact co-ordinates for each tower to carry out a Safeguarding Assessment.
 
Thanks

 
 Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
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From:
To: ; eplanning@highland.gov.uk ; @highland.gov.uk; 

; north; Planning North;  ; ; @hes.scot;
Scottish Forestry Conservancy, Highland & Islands

Cc: ; ; 
Subject: Proposed Spittal-Loch Buidhe-Beauly 400kV OHL - Alignment Report on Consultation
Date: 17 January 2025 14:38:37
Attachments: image001.png

Dear All,
 
SSEN Transmission has now published its final Report on Consultation for a proposed new 400kV
overhead line running from Spittal via  Loch Buidhe and on to Beauly. 
 
The Report on Consultation (ROC) provides a summary of the feedback received in response to
proposals for the overhead line, how this has been considered, and confirmation of the final
proposed overhead line route alignment (Proposed Development) intended to be taken forward
for planning consent.  A copy of both the ROC and the Summary can be downloaded from the
Documents tab, or please click the links below for direct access: 

Report on Consultation  
Summary Document  

We have also announced the details of our next series of public consultation feedback events
across the project route from 19 February until 6 March 2025. These events conclude the Pre-
Application Consultation (PAC) process for the s37 consent application that we aim to submit in
late Spring 2025. Further details on the public events are provided on our project website.
 
We are currently undertaking the EIA and preparing the EIA Report. We are awaiting the EIA
Scoping Opinion for the proposed development - the next stage will be submission of our Gate
Check Report to ECU, targeted for mid-spring 2025, detailing how we have addressed the
scoping comments within the EIA.
 

If you have any queries regarding our Report on Consultation or the next stage in our application
process please let me know.  

 
Kind regards, 

 
, MRTPI AssocRICS

Senior Consents and Environment Manager – Central & North
 
Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk
Please note my working days are Monday to Thursday
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The information in this E-Mail is confidential and may be legally privileged. It may not
represent the views of the SSE Group.
It is intended solely for the addressees. Access to this E-Mail by anyone else is
unauthorised.
If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action
taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful.
Any unauthorised recipient should advise the sender immediately of the error in
transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email (or any attachments to it) is
not an offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer and it does not form part of a
binding contractual agreement.

SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for certain consumer credit
activities.
www.sse.com



From:
To:
Subject: Met Office Consultation Response - Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400kV OHL
Date: 07 November 2024 08:16:00
Attachments:

Good morning 
 
Please find the attached consultation response from the Met Office.
 
Kind regards

 
irrat| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
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From:
To:
Subject: NATS Safeguarding Consultation Response - Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400 kV OHL Connection
Date: 30 October 2024 14:10:00
Attachments:

Hi ,
 
Please find the NATS Safeguarding consultation response.
 
Thanks

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
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From:
To:
Subject: Network Rail Consultation Response - Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beaully 40kV OHL
Date: 08 November 2024 08:31:00
Attachments:

Good morning 
 
Please find the attached consultation response from Network Rail.
 
Kind regards

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
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From:
To: Econsents Admin
Cc:
Subject: Notification of New Project - Proposed Spittal-Loch Buidhe-Beauly 400kV Overhead Line
Date: 14 April 2023 16:13:37
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
Pre-App Notification Form Spittal-Loch Buidhe-Beauly Proposed 400kV OHL.pdf

Dear Energy & Consents Unit
 
Please find attached a completed ‘Notification of New Project’ form on behalf of Scottish Hydro
Electric Transmission Plc.
 
The pre-application notice relates to a Section 37 application (EIA Development) for a proposed
new 400kV Overhead Line – the proposed OHL would run from near to Spittal in Caithness, down
to Loch Buidhe in Sutherland, and carry onwards to terminate near to Beauly in Inverness-shire.
 
Our current anticipated date for submission of the application is November 2024 – further
details of the proposed development, including key milestones, are included in the attached.
 
I look forward to hearing from you in due course regarding a meeting to discuss the proposals. 

With best wishes

 

Senior Consents and Environment Manager – Central & North
 

E: @sse.com
Inverlamond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk
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The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It may not
represent the views of the SSE Group. It is intended solely for the addressees. Access to
this email by anyone else is unauthorised. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it,
is prohibited and may be unlawful. Any unauthorised recipient should advise the sender
immediately of the error in transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email
(or any attachments to it) is not an offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer
and it does not form part of a binding contractual agreement.

SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
www.sse.com



              NOTIFICATION OF  
 NEW PROJECT FORM 
 
 
Why complete this form? 
The information you provide in this form will allow the Energy Consents Unit to allocate 
your project to the relevant team within our department and help us plan resources. 
 
How will this information be processed? 
The information you provide in this form will be logged on the Scottish Government’s 
system and used for internal purposes to allocate your project to the most relevant 
case officer.  A Privacy Notice which provides further details on how we use your 
information is published at http://www.energyconsents.scot/Documentation.aspx.   
 
We aim to write back to you within 21 days from when we receive the completed form 
from you. In most cases, once a case officer has been allocated to your project, they 
will look to have an initial meeting with you to discuss the project in further details as 
early as possible.  These meeting are typically held within the Scottish Government 
Offices located at 5 Atlantic Quay 150 Broomielaw Glasgow G2 8LU or may be virtual 
meetings held in Skype or Microsoft Teams. 
 
If your project remains inactive for over 9 months from submission of this form, we 
may request you to submit a new form should your project become active again. 
 
Follow on Meeting 
For this meeting, it will be helpful if you bring the following information: 
 

✓ Details of the project (size, location, type etc.); 
 

✓ A plan of the project area; 
 

✓ Indicative project milestone timescales; 
 

✓ Details of any consultation that has already taken place; and 
 

✓ Any other information you feel may be relevant to inform the Energy Consents 
Unit of at this time. 

 
 
Submission of this form 
Please submit this form by email to Econsents Admin@gov.scot  
  











From:
To: @sse.com"
Subject: Pre-app Notification form for Spittal-Loch Buidhe-Beauly 400kV Overhead Line
Date: 17 April 2023 14:01:00
Attachments: image001.png

Good afternoon,
 
Please be advised that ECU have received your pre application form for Spittal-Loch
Buidhe-Beauly 400kV Overhead Line.
 
A case officer will be in touch in due course to discuss next steps.
 
Kind regards
 

, Case Officer, Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents
Directorate for Energy and Climate Change | Scottish Government | 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow
G2 8LU
e-mail @gov.scot
 
Please note I am currently working from home but I am contactable via Microsoft Teams
My working Hours are Monday to Thursday 07:00 – 15:00 and Fridays 07:00 – 13:00
 
Advanced Notice of annual leave:
 
01 May 2023
08 May 2023
29 May 2023
 
The draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan is open for consultation until 9 May 2023: tell us your views
here.
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From:
To:
Subject: RE: JRC Scoping Response - Spittal-Loch Buidhe-Beauly 400kV Overhead Line
Date: 30 October 2024 13:18:00

Hi ,
 
I can confirm I would be content with that approach.  In terms of the holding
“objection”, I view that we are awaiting their full scoping response and not treated
as an objection as it would be at application stage.
 
Thanks

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government
 
 
From:  @sse.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2024 9:55 AM
To  @gov.scot>
Subject: RE: JRC Scoping Response - Spittal-Loch Buidhe-Beauly 400kV Overhead Line
 
Morning 

Thanks for sharing this information – I’ll check in with my colleagues in our Stakeholder and Land
teams as I had understood there was consultation with regional mast operators during the
course of the alignment consultation process since June.
 
I’m happy to liaise directly with JRC if we have not share the requested alignment information
with them however I would suggest that consultation would most appropriately sit parallel with
the EIA Scoping process – the Scoping report is based on route options to ensure that a
comprehensive and robust baseline is available to enable assessment alignment options which
have evolved from routes, and so to introduce indicative tower positions into the Scoping at this
stage may cause confusion. Would you be happy with that approach?
 
Could I also please ask for clarification to the status of the ‘objection’ given that we are at
Scoping stage rather than application.
 
Best

 

From: @gov.scot @gov.scot> 
Sent: 30 October 2024 09:11
To:  < @sse.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] JRC Scoping Response - Spittal-Loch Buidhe-Beauly 400kV Overhead Line
 

                                       
 

Good morning 
 
Please find the attached response from the Joint Radio Company which is a
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holding objection due to the number of protected links within the vicinity.  They are
requesting the indicative positions of each tower.  Is this something you will be
able to provide?
 
Kind regards

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government
 
 
 
*****************************************************************
***** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not
the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
*****************************************************************
*****
 

The information in this E-Mail is confidential and may be legally privileged. It may not
represent the views of the SSE Group.
It is intended solely for the addressees. Access to this E-Mail by anyone else is
unauthorised.
If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action
taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful.
Any unauthorised recipient should advise the sender immediately of the error in
transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email (or any attachments to it) is
not an offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer and it does not form part of a
binding contractual agreement.

SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for certain consumer credit
activities.
www.sse.com
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From:
To:
Subject: Request for Scoping Opinion - Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400 kV OHL Connection - ECU00006008
Date: 14 November 2024 14:46:04
Attachments: image001.png

2404588SCOP EXTENSION OF TIME LETTER.pdf

Hi 
 
Just a quick note to advise that we have agreed to the attached request by Highland Council for

an extension of time until 18th December 2024 for THC’s Scoping Opinion to issue for
ECU00006008.
 
I have been liaising with  @ THC who I expect will advise you directly.
 
Best

 
, MRTPI AssocRICS

Senior Consents and Environment Manager – Central & North
Please note my working days are Monday to Thursday
 

E: @sse.com
Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk
 

Advance Notice of Leave: 21st& 22nd November 2024 and 19th December-3rd January 2025
(inclusive)
 

 

The information in this E-Mail is confidential and may be legally privileged. It may not
represent the views of the SSE Group.
It is intended solely for the addressees. Access to this E-Mail by anyone else is
unauthorised.
If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action
taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful.
Any unauthorised recipient should advise the sender immediately of the error in
transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email (or any attachments to it) is
not an offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer and it does not form part of a
binding contractual agreement.

SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for certain consumer credit
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ePlanning Centre:  The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX 
 

Email/Post-d: eplanning@highland.gov.uk   Web/Lìon: www.highland.gov.uk 
 

Ionad dDealbhaidh:  Comhairle na Gàidhealtachd, Rathad Ghleann Urchadain, Inbhir Nis, IV3 5NX 
EXTSCO 

 

Energy Consent Unit 
By email only: @gov.uk  

Please ask for/Foighnich airson:  
Direct Dial/Àireamh fòn:  
E-mail/Post-d:  @highland.gov.uk 
OurRef/Ur n-àireamh-iùil: 24/04588/SCOP  
Your Ref/Ar n-àireamh-iùil:  
Date/Ceann-là:  14 November 2024 

 
 

Dear Sir/Madam  
 
THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2017 
 
PROPOSAL: CONSTRUCT AND OPERATE A 400 KILOVOLT (KV) OVERHEAD TRANSMISSION 
LINE (OHL) SUPPORTED BY STEEL LATTICE TOWERS OVER A DISTANCE OF APPROXIMATELY 
167 KM, BETWEEN PROPOSED SUBSTATIONS AT SPITTAL (BANNISKIRK), LOCH BUIDHE 
(CARNAIG) AND BEAULY (FANELLAN), RATIONALISATION AND CROSSING OF EXISTING 
TRANSMISSION INFRASTRUCTURE.  
LOCATION:  LAND 2430M SW OF LOCH BUIDHE, BONAR BRIDGE,  
 
I refer to the above scoping opinion request, received on 29 October 2024. 
 
I write to advise that in order for me to fully consider the scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment, 
and provide you with a comprehensive response, an extension to the five week determination deadline will 
be required. 
 
On this basis, and unless you notify me in writing within 7 days of the date of this letter that you 
disagree, I proposed that the decision deadline is extended until 18 December 2024. 
 
Should you require any further information or clarification on any of the above, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Graduate Planner 
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