
From:
To:
Subject: Scoping Opinion - Beauly to Blackhillock to Peterhead 400 kV OHL - ECU00005165
Date: 02 October 2024 13:18:00
Attachments:

Dear ,
 
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989
THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017
 
SCOPING OPINION ON BEHALF OF SCOTTISH MINISTERS UNDER PART 4 OF
THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017: Beauly to Blackhillock to New Deer to
Peterhead 400kV OHL
 
Please find attached the EIA Scoping Opinion on behalf of Scottish Ministers in
response to the request made by Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission Plc (“the
Company”) under the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland)
Regulations 2017, (“the Regulations”) for a scoping opinion on the proposed Beauly to
Blackhillock to New Deer to Peterhead 400kV OHL.
 
You should note that this opinion is based on the information available to the Scottish
Ministers as at 02 October 2024. The Company is advised to have regard to
subsequent proposed developments which are submitted to Planning Authorities or the
Scottish Ministers prior to the submission of their application. To this end we
recommend the Company approach both the Planning Authority and the Scottish
Ministers at a point prior to submission of their application to ascertain if further
proposals have come forward which may have a bearing on the assessment they have
been asked to provide.
 
With regards to next steps the following guidance is available on our website:
Electricity Act 1989 - sections 36 and 37: applications guidance - gov.scot
(www.gov.scot)
 
This good practice guidance (published February 2022) sets out the procedure for
applications for onshore generating stations and overhead lines under sections 36 and
37 of the Electricity Act 1989, where the development concerned is development
requiring environmental impact assessment. It provides detailed and up to date
information on the key stages of the application process and you should familiarise
yourself with the guidance. With regards to next steps:
 
Guidance – Pre-Application
For information on the pre-application stage refer to Section 3 of the guidance which
sets out the minimum expectation of applicants with regards to pre-application
consultation and engagement.
 
Guidance – Gatecheck
For information on gatecheck stage refer to Section 5.1 of the guidance which sets out
the 2 stage Gatecheck process.
 
At the gatecheck stage, applicants will also be required to complete the checklist
provided by MD-SEDD (at Annex 1 of MD-SEDD’ Standing Advice) which should
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signpost ECU to where all matters relevant to freshwater and diadromous fish and
fisheries have been presented in the EIA report.
 
Guidance – Submission of the Application
For information on submission of the Application refer to Section 5 of the guidance
which sets out detailed information on of application, fees and consultation
requirements.
 
The Scoping Opinion will be published on the energy consents website
(www.energyconsents.scot) where it may be found by searching for “Beauly to
Blackhillock to New Deer to Peterhead 400kV OHL”.
 
If you wish to discuss further or have any queries please contact @gov.scot
or EconsentsAdmin@gov.scot.
 
 
Kind regards,
 

 | Senior Case Officer | Onshore Electricity, Strategy and
Consents
Directorate for Energy and Climate Change | Scottish Government | 5 Atlantic Quay,
150 Broomielaw, Glasgow G2 8LU
e: @gov.scot m: 
 
 
To view our current casework please visit www.energyconsents.scot 
To read the Energy Consents Unit’s privacy notice on how personal information is
used, please visit http://www.energyconsents.scot/Documentation.aspx
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SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for certain consumer credit
activities.
www.sse.com



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject: RE: ECU00005056 - LT459 - SSE Proposed s37 Electricity Act Consent Application - Beauly Denny OHL

Diversion
Date: 28 February 2024 16:36:00
Attachments: image001.png
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Hi ,
 
The screening consultation has now commenced with a response from The
Highland Council requested by 21 March 2024.
 
Kind regards

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
 
 
From:  < @sse.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2024 5:55 PM
To:  < @gov.scot>
Cc:  < @gov.scot>;  < @gov.scot>; 
< @sse.com>
Subject: ECU00005056 - LT459 - SSE Proposed s37 Electricity Act Consent Application - Beauly
Denny OHL Diversion
 
Hi 
 
This now been submitted and the case number ECU00005056 has been allocated.
 
Kind regards
 

 
 

 
 

Consents and Environment Manager – Central & North
 
M: 
T: 
E: @sse.com
10 Henderson Road, Inverness, IV1 1SN
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk
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From:  < @sse.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 15, 2024 9:25 AM
To:  < @gov.scot>
Cc:  < @gov.scot>;  @gov.scot>
Subject: RE: LT459 - SSE Proposed s37 Electricity Act Consent Application - Beauly Denny OHL
Diversion
 
Hi 
 
Thank you for your email.
 

22nd at 4pm or 24th at 10am are looking the best times to enable the key people this end to join.
 
If you could let me know if either of those dates and times suit you that would be great and then
I can set up a Teams call for us.
 
In addition could you let me know if there is anything specific you have any queries on?
 
Kind regards
 

 
 

 
 

Consents and Environment Manager – Central & North
 
M: 
T: 
E: @sse.com
10 Henderson Road, Inverness, IV1 1SN
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk
 
 

Advance notice of leave:
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From: @gov.scot < @gov.scot> 
Sent: Friday, January 12, 2024 3:08 PM
To:  < @sse.com>
Cc: @gov.scot; @gov.scot
Subject: [EXTERNAL] LT459 - SSE Proposed s37 Electricity Act Consent Application - Beauly Denny
OHL Diversion
 

                                      
 

Good afternoon ,
 
Thank you for the attached pre application form.  I am looking to arrange a pre-
application meeting for this project.  Can you send me some availability for
yourself from week commencing 22 January.
 
Kind regards

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
 
 
 
*****************************************************************
***** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not
the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
*****************************************************************
*****
 

The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It may not represent
the views of the SSE Group. It is intended solely for the addressees. Access to this email by
anyone else is unauthorised. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be
unlawful. Any unauthorised recipient should advise the sender immediately of the error in
transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email (or any attachments to it) is not an
offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer and it does not form part of a binding
contractual agreement.

SSE plc
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Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
www.sse.com
 
*****************************************************************
***** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not
the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
*****************************************************************
*****
 

The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It may not represent
the views of the SSE Group. It is intended solely for the addressees. Access to this email by
anyone else is unauthorised. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be
unlawful. Any unauthorised recipient should advise the sender immediately of the error in
transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email (or any attachments to it) is not an
offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer and it does not form part of a binding
contractual agreement.

SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
www.sse.com
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the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
*****************************************************************
*****
 



The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It may not represent
the views of the SSE Group. It is intended solely for the addressees. Access to this email by
anyone else is unauthorised. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be
unlawful. Any unauthorised recipient should advise the sender immediately of the error in
transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email (or any attachments to it) is not an
offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer and it does not form part of a binding
contractual agreement.

SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
www.sse.com



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject: RE: Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400 kV OHL Connection - ECU00006008
Date: 16 May 2025 14:41:00
Attachments: image001.png

Hi 
 

 (copied in) is going to be the case officer on this one.
 
Thanks

 
| Case Manager |Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government|
 
 
From:  < @sse.com> 
Sent: 15 May 2025 17:50
To:  < @gov.scot>
Subject: Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400 kV OHL Connection - ECU00006008
 
Hi 
 
Regarding the above referenced proposed Spittal to Loch Buidhe to Beauly 400kV OHL
Connection, I am keen to discuss details of the proposed submission timeline and to make
arrangements for our Procedural Gatecheck in advance of our Section 37 application.
 
I don’t believe it has been confirmed as yet who the Case Officer will be for this project, are you
able to advise please so that I can make the request directly?
 
Many thanks

 
, MRTPI AssocRICS

Senior Consents and Environment Manager – Central & North
Please note my working days are Monday to Thursday
 
Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk
 

 

The information in this E-Mail is confidential and may be legally privileged. It may
not represent the views of the SSE Group.
It is intended solely for the addressees. Access to this E-Mail by anyone else is
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unauthorised.
If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any
action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be
unlawful.
Any unauthorised recipient should advise the sender immediately of the error in
transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email (or any attachments
to it) is not an offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer and it does
not form part of a binding contractual agreement.

SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for certain consumer
credit activities.
www.sse.com



From:  on behalf of Minister for Climate Action
To:
Cc: ; ; ; ; ; Minister for Climate Action
Subject: FW: Letter from Gillian Martin MSP, Minister for Climate Action to Rob McDonald, Managing Director, SSEN

Transmission
Date: 13 June 2024 12:48:54
Attachments: image001.png

Letter from Rob McDonald to Gillian Martin MSP, June 2024.pdf

Hi ,
 
Sharing the attached response received from SSEN.
 
We will work with  PA to find a suitable date for a meeting – please do
just let me know if there’s a timeframe we should aim for or any date’s we should avoid.
 
Many thanks,

 
 (She/Her)

Deputy Private Secretary to the Minister for Climate Action – Gillian Martin MSP
Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG |
MinisterCA@gov.scot
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland)
Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot
 
From:  < @sse.com> On Behalf Of 
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 12:16 PM
To: Minister for Climate Action <MinisterCA@gov.scot>
Cc:  < @gov.scot>;  < @sse.com>;

 < @sse.com>
Subject: FW: Letter from Gillian Martin MSP, Minister for Climate Action to Rob McDonald,
Managing Director, SSEN Transmission
 
 
Dear Minister,
 
Please find attached response to your letter of 29 May. 
 
I would be grateful if your office can coordinate with my PA, @sse.com to
arrange a follow up meeting.
 
Yours sincerely
 

 
 

Managing Director - SSEN Transmission
Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ
T:   |E: @sse.com
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It is intended solely for the addressees. Access to this E-Mail by anyone else is
unauthorised.
If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action
taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful.
Any unauthorised recipient should advise the sender immediately of the error in
transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email (or any attachments to it) is
not an offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer and it does not form part of a
binding contractual agreement.

SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for certain consumer credit
activities.
www.sse.com



 
 
Gillian Martin MSP 
Minister for Climate Action  
The Scottish Government 
St. Andrew's House 
Regent Road 
Edinburgh 
EH1 3DG 
 
 
 

 

Dear Minister, 

Thank you for your letter of 29 May regarding our Pathway to 2030 programme of transmission 

upgrades across the north of Scotland. 

I am grateful that you have taken the time to share the concerns that have been raised with the Scottish 

Government.  We would welcome the opportunity to review this correspondence, even on an 

anonymised basis if you are unable to share personal details, so we can ensure this feedback is carefully 

considered in full as we continue our consultation process for these vital projects. 

Whilst it is clearly regrettable that you have received high volumes of correspondence in recent weeks, 

we would like to reassure you that we continue to consult extensively and meaningfully with 

stakeholders across the north of Scotland to help inform the development of our Pathway to 2030 

projects, amending plans in line with feedback where we can.  

We are extremely proud of our role in delivering a network for net zero for the north of Scotland and 

are deeply aware of our responsibility to the communities who will play host to this infrastructure.  Our 

teams are working tirelessly to develop these projects as sensitively as possible and in a way that seeks 

to balance the views of all stakeholders, alongside the key environmental, technical, operational and 

economic factors that are underpinned by the legal and regulatory framework under which we operate.  

These are large, complex projects and a delicate balance of all these factors must be found while giving 

communities a voice. 

This is why we are in the midst of what we believe is the largest public consultation exercise ever 

undertaken in the region, going far beyond our statutory obligations, because we care deeply about the 

views of the communities we serve. 

This is not just a listening exercise.  As a direct result of our extensive public consultation, which is 

ongoing, we have already made significant changes to our plans for substation locations and overhead 

line routes and are weighing up a number of others.  We will continue to act on community feedback 

whenever we possibly can within the range of other factors we are duty bound to consider. 

Our £20bn Pathway to 2030 programme represents a generational opportunity to harness the energy 

and economic potential of the north of Scotland, providing secure, homegrown power for generations, 

SSEN Transmission 
Grampian House 

200 Dunkeld Road 
Perth 

PH1 3GH 

 

 
Date: 13 June 2024 

  





 
Extensive, meaningful and early consultation 

We first embarked on our Pathway to 2030 consultations in early 2023, just months after Ofgem 

approved the need for these projects and confirmed we were the Delivery Body.  This early engagement 

on potential overhead line routes and substation locations – well in advance of our statutory 

consultation requirements - has been crucial in obtaining local feedback to help inform the ongoing 

development of these projects. 

Following last year’s consultations and ongoing engagement throughout the year, we undertook our 

first Pre-Application Consultation events for our proposed substations in spring this year, where we also 

consulted on new and refined overhead line routes following stakeholder-led changes as a result of last 

year’s extensive consultations. 

We are currently in the process of undertaking our second and final Pre-Application Consultation events 

for our substation developments and are consulting on potential overhead line alignments for our 

Beauly-Loch Buidhe-Spittal and Beauly-Blackhillock-New Deer-Peterhead 400kV overhead line projects.   

Further demonstrating we are listening and seeking to act on feedback, we have delayed our overhead 

line alignment consultation for the Kintore-Tealing 400kV project to allow more time to assess 

community and landowner proposed alignments, with this consultation now expected later in the year. 

We will also undertake a final series of consultations on our overhead line projects ahead of submitting 

our Section 37 consent applications, with these events planned for the autumn.  Whilst there are no 

statutory consultation requirements for overhead line applications, we apply the same principle to 

public consultation as that associated with substations.  I am aware that you have called for Section 37 

developments to be subject to the same statutory consultation requirements as those associated with 

substations and are keen to explore this with you and your officials in more detail.   

However, it is important that this does not do anything to undermine the consultation we have already 

undertaken and continue to deliver; or create the impression that our consultation has been anything 

but extensive, meaningful and early. 

Promoting consultation events and the consultation process 

Ahead of our first round of consultation events in 2023, we mail dropped over 180,000 households 

within a 5-10 km radius of our proposed developments.  Following feedback encouraging us to do more 

to promote these events, we extended the radius for our maildrops to a standard 10 km, sending over 

290,000 letters ahead of our 2024 consultation events.  

We also extensively promoted consultation events to all stakeholders signed up to project updates, 

through advertising in local media, on our social media channels and via elected members. All 165 

impacted Community Councils, alongside their elected members, have been invited to briefing 

meetings, and we have engaged with protest groups who have been open to constructive discussions 

with us. 

Alongside the consultation events, which generally run from 1pm to 7pm to try and accommodate as 

many people as possible, our Community Liaison team and other colleagues are on hand to engage and 

communicate with stakeholders as required.  All consultation material, maps and associated reports, 



 
alongside Frequently Asked Questions and more detailed briefings on common themes, are published 

on our dedicated project websites. 

When we reach the end of our current period of consultations, we will have undertaken in excess of 220 

consultation events and public meetings, spoken to over 10,000 stakeholders, with over 12,000 written 

representations received, analysed and considered in what we believe is one of the biggest listening 

exercises in Scotland’s history.  

As I hope you will recognise, this engagement has clearly been meaningful and impactful, demonstrated 

by those significant changes we have already committed to and our ongoing commitment to extensive 

consultation as we further refine our plans and continue to consider all feedback where we can. 

Making changes in response to stakeholder feedback 

As we have demonstrated on several occasions, we have committed to several changes to our proposals 

to reflect local feedback received.  This includes major changes to substation locations, at Blackhillock 

near Keith and moving the previously proposed Fiddes substation in the Mearns to a new location in 

Fetteresso Forrest.  We will shortly confirm a new location for our proposed substation and convertor 

station site in the Western Isles, again reflecting local feedback. 

We have also made changes to overhead line routes and continue to assess the viability of community 

and landowner proposed routes and alignments around Strathpeffer in the Highlands and around 

Careston, Drumoak and Echt in Aberdeenshire. 

As we continue to refine our plans, we have seen a significant reduction in the volume of feedback 

received through our consultations, despite the significant increase in the promotion of these 

consultations and greater awareness of these projects.  This is illustrated in the table below which shows 

the significant drop in direct responses to our three new overhead line project consultations as we 

refine our plans and in doing so, significantly reduce potential impacts. 

Scheme 2023 responses Spring 2024 responses Change 

Kintore-Tealing 400kV 3236 1958 -39% 

Beauly-Peterhead 400kV 419 286 -32% 

Beauly-Spittal 400kV 1103 201 -82% 

 

While it is always regrettable that we cannot always find solutions that meet the preferences of all 

stakeholders, these are large, complex projects with many different factors to balance.  Based on our 

extensive consultation and meaningful consideration of the feedback received to date, we are confident 

we will arrive at the solutions that best balance the needs and interests of all stakeholders. 

I therefore hope you will recognise the significant effort our teams are going to, well in excess of 

statutory requirements, the results of which we believe can be clearly demonstrated in the changes we 

have made and significant reduction in response rates to our consultations.   

We would welcome your recognition of this in any subsequent discussions and correspondence with 

stakeholders and in response to questions from fellow parliamentarians or the media, as we believe it is 

crucial we do not undermine the clear, extensive, meaningful and ongoing consultation we are 

undertaking. 



From:
To:
Cc: @systra.com; ; 
Subject: RE: Beauly-Blackhillock-New Deer-Peterhead 400 kV Project Consultation
Date: 06 June 2023 15:30:35
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FAO 
 
 
Afternoon ,
 
Thank you for the opportunity for Transport Scotland to comment on the proposed Beauly-
Blackhillock-New Deer-Peterhead 400 kV connection. I understand that this is at the Route Selection
Stage and SSEN Transmission have now identified a preferred route.
 
Transport Scotland was consulted on the previous Consultation Document for the Corridor Selection
and provided comment in a letter dated 28th October 2022.  Having now reviewed the preferred route,
I can confirm that the comments issued in our previous response remain valid and we have no further
observations to make at this stage.
 
 
Kind regards,
 

 
Development Management 
Network Operations 
Roads Directorate
transport.gov.scot
 
Transport Scotland, 2nd Floor, George House, 36 North Hanover St, Glasgow, G1 2AD
 

 
Transport Scotland, the national transport agency
Còmhdhail Alba, buidheann nàiseanta na còmhdhail
 
Please see our privacy policy to find out why we collect personal information and how we use it
 

From:  < @sse.com> 
Sent: 20 April 2023 11:29
To:  < @sse.com>
Subject: RE: Beauly-Blachillock-New Deer-Peterhead 400 kV Project Consultation
 
Dear All,
 
SSEN Transmission is proposing to develop a new 400 kV overhead line (OHL) connection
between Beauly, Blackhillock, New Deer and Peterhead.
 
Further to our previous consultations in September/October 2022, the project is now at the
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Route Selection Stage, which seeks to identify a Preferred Route for the OHL within our
Proposed Corridor. We have published a Consultation Document, which presents the findings of
our route selection appraisal study and our Preferred Route Option. The Consultation Document
is available to download from the ‘Project Documentation’ tab at the project website below:
 
Beauly Blackhillock New Deer Peterhead 400kV (ssen-transmission.co.uk)
 
We have also published a digital version of the Consultation Document which is also available
from the project website or from the following link:
ArcGIS StoryMaps (wsp.com)
 
We are now seeking comments from all interested parties on the Preferred Route, and would
appreciate any feedback you can provide at this stage. When providing comments and feedback
on the Consultation Document, we would be grateful for your consideration of the questions
below:
 

Have we explained the need for this Project adequately?
Have we explained the approach taken to select the Preferred Route adequately?
Are there any factors, or environmental features, that you consider may have been
overlooked during the Preferred Route selection process?
Do you feel, on balance, that the Preferred Route selected is the most appropriate for
further consideration at the route selection stage?

 

All comments are requested by 9th June 2023.
 
A Report on Consultation will be published after the consultation period has ended, which will
document the consultation responses received and the decisions made in light of these
responses.
 
Following the identification and confirmation of a Proposed Route, further technical and
environmental surveys will be undertaken to identify a Preferred Alignment. Consultation on a
Preferred Alignment is expected to take place in November 2023.
 
Kind regards

 
 

 | Senior Consents & Environment Manager
Grampian House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth PH1 3AQ
M:   
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk
 

Please note my working days are Monday to Thursday
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From:  
Sent: 30 March 2023 14:43
To:  < @sse.com>
Subject: RE: Beauly-Blachillock-New Deer-Peterhead 400 kV Project Consultation
 
Dear All,
 
Further to our Corridor consultation phase in September/October 2022, we have now published
our Report on Consultation for the Corridor Selection Stage of the Beauly to Peterhead 400kV
OHL project.  The report is available to download from the ‘Project Documents’ tab on our
project website at:
Beauly Blackhillock New Deer Peterhead 400kV - SSEN Transmission (ssen-transmission.co.uk)
 
This report documents the consultations that have been undertaken as part of the corridor
selection stage, a summary of the consultation feedback and how this feedback has influenced
corridor selection.
 
If you have any queries regarding this report please let me know.
 
We will shortly be consulting on the next stage of the OHL optioneering process – the Route
Selection Stage. Our Route Selection Consultation Document will be issued in the coming weeks.
 
Kind regards

 
 

 | Senior Consents & Environment Manager
Grampian House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth PH1 3AQ
M:   
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk
 

Please note my working days are Monday to Thursday

 
 

From:  
Sent: 20 September 2022 10:50
Cc:  @sse.com>
Subject: Beauly-Blachillock-New Deer-Peterhead 400 kV Project Consultation
 
Dear All,
 
SSEN Transmission is proposing to develop a new 400 kV overhead line (OHL) connection
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between Beauly, Blackhillock, New Deer and Peterhead. Following extensive system studies, this
project has been identified as a key requirement to reinforce the existing transmission network,
to support the continued growth in onshore and offshore renewables across the north of
Scotland. The project has also been instructed to ‘proceed’ in National Grid’s 2021/2022
Networks Options Assessment Report and subsequent Holistic Network Design study.
 
The project is currently at the Corridor Selection Stage, which seeks to identify a Preferred
Corridor capable of providing a continuous connection between the defined connection points.
We have published a Consultation Document, which presents the findings of our corridor
selection appraisal study and our Preferred Corridor Option. The Consultation Document is
available to download from the ‘Project Documentation’ tab at the project website below:
 
Beauly Blackhillock New Deer Peterhead 400kV (ssen-transmission.co.uk)
 
We are now seeking comments from all interested parties on the Preferred Corridor, and would
appreciate any feedback you can provide at this stage. When providing comments and feedback
on the Consultation Document, we would be grateful for your consideration of the questions
below:
 

Have we explained the need for this Project adequately?
Have we explained the approach taken to select the Preferred Corridor adequately?
Are there any factors, or environmental features, that you consider may have been
overlooked during the Preferred Corridor selection process?
Do you feel, on balance, that the Preferred Corridor selected is the most appropriate for
further consideration at the route selection stage?

 

All comments are requested by 28th October 2022.
 
A Report on Consultation will be published after the consultation period has ended, which will
document the consultation responses received and the decisions made in light of these
responses.
 
Following the identification and confirmation of a Proposed Corridor, further technical and
environmental surveys will be undertaken to identify a Preferred Route. Consultation on a
Preferred Route is expected to take place in Spring 2023.
 
Kind regards

 
 | Consents & Environment Manager

Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth PH1 3AQ
M:   
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk
 

Please note my working days are Monday to Thursday
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