
CABINET SECRETARY FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE –  
MEETING WITH OPPOSITION MSPs SPOKESPEOPLE ON THE HOUSING (SCOTLAND) BILL  
 
10:00 - 10:30 in Parliament on 16 January 2025 

 
Maggie Chapman MSP (Green) 
Ross Greer MSP (Green) 
Shirley-Anne Somerville – Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 
[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b) – Third Party Personal Data], Rented Sector Reform Unit Head 
[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b) – Third Party Personal Data], Homelessness Prevention Unit Head 
[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b) – Third Party Personal Data], Housing Bill Team Leader 
[Redacted – Section 38(1)(b) – Third Party Personal Data, Private Office  
 
Summary of discussion  
 
The Cabinet Secretary confirmed this meeting was to discuss the Housing Bill and to understand 
what their parties position was regarding what, if any, amendments they may wish to propose.   
 
Mr Greer confirmed he will look to bring forward amendments on: 

1. [Redacted – Out of Scope] 
2. PBSA Rent Control as a national sectoral zone – Mr Greer suggested this would be 

intended to include all PBSA and not only the commercial sector, and could be report 
directly to Scottish Ministers and not via a local authority. [Redacted – Section 38(1)(b) – 
Third Party Personal Data] noted that given the different structure of what was being 
proposed it may take significant drafting to achieve that aim. Mr Greer suggested this 
amendment could propose that powers are included within the Bill for delegated powers to 
set the details out further within regulations at a later stage. Cabinet Secretary agreed to 
consider the proposal and write to Mr Greer to confirm her decision.  

3. [Redacted – Out of Scope] 
 

Ms Chapman confirmed she will look to bring forward amendments on the issues listed below and 
agreed to send further details for consideration. 

4. Rent Control –  
a. to limit rent increases to below inflation in rent control areas.  
b. to allow Scottish Ministers to freeze rents in future without primary legislation.  

[Redacted – Out of Scope] 
Landlord Compliance – while she would like to see the financial penalty of failure to 
comply increase significantly to around £5k she appreciates the need for these measures to 
be proportionate and suggested the fine be set at approximately £1k.  

5. [Out of Scope]  
 

Agreed actions.  
 
1. [Redacted – Out of Scope]  
2. Rented Sector Reform Unit – On PBSA Rent Control to provide the Cabinet Secretary with 1) 

advice; and 2) a draft letter to send to Mr Greer with her decision.  
3. [Redacted – Out of Scope]   

 
End of meeting. 


