
From: 

To: 

Subject: 

Date: 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted) 

[Redacted[ 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

From: [Redacted] 

Sent: 21 March 2025 11:32 

To: Central Correspondence Unit 

Subject: FOi Request 

Dear FOi Officer, 
I am writing to you to request the following information. 

1) Any communications received or sent around Operation Branchform, the court
appearance of Peter Murrell, or the decision by police to clear Nicola Sturgeon

and Colin Beattie, or any communications with the Crown Office and Police

Scotland on these topics or related topics, including how the First Minister was

informed of developments by civil servants, from March 1, 2025 to date.

Best wishes,

[Redacted]



From: [Redacted]on behalf of Freedom of Information 

Central Correspondence Unit To: 

Cc: Freedom of Information 

Subject: FW: FOi Request Operation Branchform 

24 March 2025 09:09:47 Date: 

Hi CCU, 
This request has been identified as a standard FOi request. 
Please: 

• Upload this request using the standard CCU FOi process.
• Please return to the FOIU unit for triaging.

Thank you, 
FOi Unit 
[Redacted] 

FOi Advisor 
Freedom of Information Unit! Improving Public Engagement Division! Directorate 
for Communications and Ministerial Support! DG Corporate 
St Andrews House 
Scottish Government 

From: [Redacted] 

Sent: 21 March 2025 16:13 

To: Central Correspondence Unit 

Subject: FOi Request - Operation Branchform 

Good afternoon, 
May I request the following information under freedom of information legislation: 

1. When the First Minister and the Cabinet Secretary for Justice & Home Affairs was
informed of Peter Murrell's attendance at Edinburgh Sheriff Court on 20 March
2025. Please provide the specific time and the correspondence informing them of
this fact.

2. All correspondence between the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish
Government and the Chief Constable of Police Scotland between 1 October 2024
and the present date.

3. All briefing documents provided to the First Minister ahead of this media
appearance on 20 March 2025:
bttps-J/x com/ginadavidsonlbdstatus/1902769966748688722

4. What was discussed at the Scottish Government's cabinet session on 18 March
2025 and whether the Lord Advocate attended this session as well as all minutes
or notes documenting her contribution.

Thank you for your assistance. 
[Redacted] 
********************************************************************** 

The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of 
Scotland 
Parlamaid na h-Alba: A' tout deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 

www.parliament.scot:facebook.com/scottishparliament: twitter.com/scotparl 

The info1mation in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this 
email in enor please delete it and do not share its contents. 

********************************************************************** 







From: 

To: 

Subject: 

Date: 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted) 

[Redacted) 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

-------------------

From: [Redacted] 

Sent: 13 March 2025 10:07 

To: First Minister 

Subject: Independence? 

Good morning Mr. Swinney, 
First af all let me thank you personally for inviting myself and my partner to renew 

our SNP memberships. In the first instance we would like to go ahead with re
registering both our memberships, unfortunately this leaves us in a bit of a 

quandary. I definitely feel that there appears to be not one Iota of any idea how 
Scotland can achieve this vital goal ! 
It seems everybody is si intent on allowing England to rape and pillage all 
resources of this wonderful Country called Scotland by our next door neighbour of 

a different country called england. What has happened to us as a Nation ? 
Just as a matter of interest, when can we expect to have a CONSISTENTLY, 

EVERY MONTH on the benefits of Scottish INDEPENDENCE. Watching debate 
night last night I was appalled to hear the Labour party member state that ANAS 

SARWAR was working very hard canvassing people in Glasgow what he will do 
for Scotland when he becomes first minister of Scotland ? Not a murmmer from 

the SNP representative, Why? 
This Debate night programme run and hosted by BBC's Stephen Jardine, 

obviously a staunch unionist quell any question from audience members relating 
to independence. WHY is this propaganda allowed ? 

Furthermore, the question of the night was II what will NOCOLA STURGEONS 
legacy be re - Independence 11 ? 



This woman has BEEN Totally destroyed by Westminster with only the odd 
whimper from any SNP Member to my knowledge ! The have even destroyed her 
marriage to Peter Murrell. Declaring it a marriage of convenience. Even so, that in 
itself is irrelevant against the backdrop of the excellent work she done and 
improvements she made to the lives of everyday Scot's residing in our 
COUNTRY !
Tell me Mr Swinney, when will The SNP DECIDE TO PULL OUT OF 
WESTMINSTER ? TAKE A LESSON from Mary lou Macdonald, we need to be 
there and adopt Sinn Feinn's methodology and free us from this Rancid UNION 
WHOSE only intent is to cripple Scotland while they are trying to control our own 
Country to which they have NO RIGHTS WHATSOEVER. ! I REFUSE TO BE 
SUBJUCATED TO THEIVES FROM ENGLAND WHE WE HAVE THE TOTAL 
RIGHT TO LEAVE THEM TO STAND ON THEIR OWN TWO FEET WITHOUT 
OUR RESOURCES. MAD, ? YOU BET I AM and you know, Westminster is still 
going after oor Nicola right up to the 2026 Election !;Time we were out of the 
control of a foreign government Mr. SWINNEY. CONVINCE ME ONE WAY OR 
OTHER THAT MY MEMBERSHIP MATTERS. MY VOTE WILL ALWAYS BE FOR 
THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL PARTY REGARDLESS OF MY MEMBERSHIP 
STATUS.
THANKS FOR YOUR TIME SIR.
Regards from undecided member.
[Redacted]



From: 

To: 

Subject: 
Date: 

Attachments: 

Julie Grant 

Colin Mc:Allistec [RedactedJi Sean McGivem, FW: 

Peter Murrell - Case Reference CD24000279 20 
March 2025 13:09:22 

~WROOQQO jpg 

From: [Redacted] 

Sent: 20 March 2025 13:08 

To: [Redacted] Julie Grant ; [Redacted] 

Subject: FW: Peter Murrell - Case Reference CO24000279 

To flag this has just been issued by COPFS 

[Redacted) 

From: [Redacted] 

Sent: 20 March 2025 13:04 

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 

Commun ications Justice and Home Affairs 

<Communicat ionsJusticeAndHomeAffa irs@gov.sc0t> 

Subject: FW: Peter Murrell - Case Reference C024000279 

FYI 

From: COPFS Media Relations Team <COPFS@oncl usivenews.com> 

Sent: 20 March 2025 13:03 

To: Media Relations <MediaRelations@copfs.gov.uk> 

Subject: Peter Murrell - case Reference (024000279 

This message was sent from an external source, do not open attachments 
or click links if v.ou do not reco nise the sender. 

[g 

Peter Murrell - Case Reference 

CO24000279 

You have asked for information in this case. 

20 March 2025, 12:59 

A Petition is a legal document which sets out a first draft of  charges against an 
accused in Solemn proceedings. 



Solemn trials are heard by a jury in either the Sheriff Court or the High Court.

A Petition Hearing is the first appearance of an accused in Scotland under 
Solemn court procedure. This is held in private in front of a sheriff who decides 
on bail.

Notwithstanding the fact that the proceedings are in private, we inform you of 
the following from Edinburgh Sheriff Court on 20 March:

Case reference - CO24000279

Full name – Peter Murrell

DOB – 08/12/1964 (60)

General Address – Glasgow

Charges:

1. Embezzlement

Plea: No plea

Outcome – Committed for further examination and granted bail

Next appearance – TBC

The provisions of the Contempt of Court Act 1981 apply to this matter as 
proceedings are active.

Statement on petition appearance

The following is attributable to a spokesperson for the Crown Office and 
Procurator Fiscal Service, Scotland’s independent public prosecution service:

“Professional prosecutors from COPFS and independent counsel are dealing 
with this case without involving the Lord Advocate or Solicitor General. All 
Scotland's prosecutors operate independently of political influence.

“These matters are active under the Contempt of Court Act 1981. The provisions 
of this Act protect the integrity of proceedings, preserve access to justice for 
victims and secure the rights of people accused of crime.

“Anyone publishing items about active cases is advised to exercise caution as 
material must not be commentary or analysis of evidence, witnesses or 
accused. Contempt of Court carries penalties of up to two years in prison and/or 
an unlimited fine.”

Statement on related investigations

The following is attributable to a spokesperson for the Crown Office and 
Procurator Fiscal Service, Scotland’s independent public prosecution service:

“A request from Police Scotland for advice and guidance in an investigation into





copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please destroy the e-mail, remove any copies from your system 
and inform the sender immediately by return. Correspondents should note that all 
communications to or from the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service may be 
automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. Unless 
expressly indicated, the views or opinions contained within this e-mail do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. This 
message has been checked for the presence of computer viruses. Visit
www.copfs.gov.uk for details of the work of the Department.
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