
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  
Sent: 02 April 2025 12:26 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; Kathy 
Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - GDP per capita growth in Scotland compared to the 
UK - 202500459494 
 
Apologies, this came in on Monday and I failed to pass it on, who should it be 
allocated to? 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] | Directorate for Chief Economist | Scottish Government |  
4 West Rear | St Andrews House | 2 Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
 

 
  



 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Sent: 02 April 2025 12:33 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Cc: Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - GDP per capita growth in Scotland compared to the 
UK - 202500459494 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)], [redacted S.38(1)(b)],  
 
I’m not sure who best to lead on this, but is it a valid FOI since it seems to be asking 
for us to do new analysis and calculations?  
 
Or, do we interpret as a request for information on “for each year from 2008 through 
to 2019, what has been the GDP per capita growth in Scotland, and in the UK, since 
that year?” 
 
I expect that the result of a search for that information will find that none is held (I 
know I don’t), and therefore could be a fairly simple information not held, but can 
helpfully point to the sources for the UK and Scottish GDP per capita index series, 
which the correspondent no doubt already has access to? 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] - National Accounts Statistics 
Scottish Government | Office of the Chief Economic Adviser: Economic Strategy 
Analysis 
4WR St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh EH1 3DG 
 

  



 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Sent: 02 April 2025 12:33 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; Kathy 
Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - GDP per capita growth in Scotland compared to the 
UK - 202500459494 
 
Thanks [redacted S.38(1)(b)], 
 
Would the GDP team be able to take this? I think the response would potentially be 
(a) that this information is not held, and (b) the information he needs to calculate this 
is publicly available, so whilst yes we try to be helpful in responding to FOIs, there is 
no need to provide figures in this case. 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 

  



 
From: Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>  
Sent: 02 April 2025 12:47 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - GDP per capita growth in Scotland compared to the 
UK - 202500459494 
 
Thanks.  [redacted S.38(1)(b)], if you are happy to take the case then we can answer 
along the lines you and [redacted S.38(1)(b)] have suggested. 
 
Kathy  
 
Kathy Johnston 
Deputy Director, Economic Strategy Analysis & Head of Economist Profession |  
Office of the Chief Economic Adviser (OCEA) | Scottish Government  
 

 
  



From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  
Sent: 02 April 2025 14:37 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; Kathy Johnston 
<Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: FOI search request - GDP per capita growth rates 
 
Hi all,  
 
I am contacting you as known producers and analysts relevant to this FOI : MiCase - 
View Case 459494. Please feel free to forward on the search request to any others 
who you think it might apply to.  
 
We have received the following request for information, with my highlighting of the 
information requested.  
 
At FMQs on 20th March 2025, John Swinney said this: 
“gross domestic product per person in Scotland has grown by 10.3 per cent since 
2007, compared with 6 per cent growth in the United Kingdom as a whole” 
The information I would like is this: what are the equivalent comparison figures if the 
base year is chosen to be each of the subsequent 12 years? In other words: for each 
year from 2008 through to 2019, what has been the GDP per capita growth in 
Scotland, and in the UK, since that year? Please include full details of the 
calculation, with sources, and any spreadsheets used in calculating the figures. 
 
Please could you complete a search of relevant records for any equivalent (to the 
quoted statement, which is for 2007-2024) comparison figures of cumulative GDP 
per capita growth rates between Scotland and the UK with base years between 
2008-2019.  
 
Please note, we are not looking for these comparisons to be calculated if they have 
not already been done so, this is a search for existing information only. 
 
If possible, could you please get back to me by the end of next week, 11 April. Nil 
responses would be appreciated, but I will take no response by that date to be a nil 
response.  
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] - National Accounts Statistics 
Scottish Government | Office of the Chief Economic Adviser: Economic Strategy 
Analysis 
4WR St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh EH1 3DG 
 

  



From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  
Sent: 02 April 2025 15:11 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: RE: FOI search request - GDP per capita growth rates 
 
Thanks [redacted S.38(1)(b)], 
 
Nil return from me. 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
  



From: Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot>  
Sent: 02 April 2025 16:17 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  
Subject: RE: FOI search request - GDP per capita growth rates 
 
Nil from me 
 
Thanks 
 
Kathy  
 
Kathy Johnston 
Deputy Director, Economic Strategy Analysis & Head of Economist Profession |  
Office of the Chief Economic Adviser (OCEA) | Scottish Government  
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
  



From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Sent: 23 April 2025 17:23 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Cc: Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot> 
Subject: FOI clearance - 202500459494 
 
Hi [redacted S.38(1)(b)],  
 
Please could you provide clearance for the FOI response below, if possible so that I 
can issue by the end of this week so that I can issue on Friday or Monday. The 20 
day deadline is Monday 28 April.  
 
A decision at official level is considered appropriate in this case because it does not 
raise: 
•           significant public interest considerations; or 
•           complex or novel points which have not previously been considered by the 
Scottish Information Commissioner. 
 
I have filed the searched template and statement of compliance for the case.  
 
My inbox, erdm and shared drive searches yielded no results, and from my informal 
discussions and knowledge of the subject I did not expect information on the 
requested growth rates to exist.  
 
I note that “FOI law applies only to recorded information that the authority holds. 
Authorities are not required to create new information to respond to requests.” 
However, to provide advice and assistance I have noted the links to the data sources 
for Scottish and UK GDP per capita which the applicant can use to perform their own 
analysis if desired. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 

  



 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Sent: 25 April 2025 11:33 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Cc: Kathy Johnston <Kathy.Johnston@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOI clearance - 202500459494 
 
Hi [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
Happy with this response 
 
At the first link I would say  
 
https://www.gov.scot/collections/economy-
statistics/#quarterlygrossdomesticproduct(gdp) 
 
(Section Quarterly Gross Domestic Product ( GDP)) 
 
As I am not getting the link above  and it just takes you to the top of the web page 
where there are numerous publications and so it is not clear where you would get the 
data 
 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Statistician Unit Head 
National Account Statistics  
OCEAEA 
Office of the Chief Economic Advisor 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/economy-statistics/#quarterlygrossdomesticproduct(gdp)
https://www.gov.scot/collections/economy-statistics/#quarterlygrossdomesticproduct(gdp)

