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Dear Angela,  
 

RESPONSE TO ENGAGEMENT REQUEST 
 
Thank you for your letter of 13 January 2025 inviting me to discuss the shared interests and 
mutual challenges we face across the justice system. I understand you have also written to Lord 
Timpson on the matter of short custodial sentences.  
 
Lord Ponsonby, who is responsible for devolution and the Union, and Lord Timpson are happy to 
meet you to continue the constructive conversations between the UK and Scottish Governments.  
 
As you will know, I am awaiting the findings from the Independent Sentencing Review, where the 
use and impact of short custodial sentences are in scope.  I know the Scottish Government has 
made representations to the review and we will share the final report with you in due course. In 
the meantime, I am pleased that engagement continues to take place between our officials on 
this and related matters.  
 
Lord Ponsonby’s Private Office will be in contact in due course to arrange a suitable date.   

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
  

 
 

 
 

RT HON SHABANA MAHMOOD MP 

 
LORD CHANCELLOR AND SECRETARY OF STATE FOR JUSTICE 
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