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RE: FM URGENT BRIEFING - Commission on Media stories today

Date: 16 February 2025 13:37:39
Attachments: Herald Feb 14.pdf
Hi

Please find a PDF of The Herald story attached and a copy of the Springfield
homes story below.

For awareness PA have followed up on The Herald story today asking the below,
I’'ve have also copied the line that we re-issued. The Sun also asked for our
comment re the and the below line was re-issued.

ill be in touch with the but don’t hesitate to
get in touch should you require anything further.

Best wishes for now,

Sprinafield H I
ONE OF Scotland’s biggest building firms has been accused in court documents
of burying deadly asbestos under new homes sold to hundreds of families.
Springfield Properties took legal action to gag a subcontractor who claims he was

instructed to unwittingly tear down buildings full of toxic material which was then



used as backfill on other sites.

Details of Martin McGowan’s allegations have now been revealed in court
documents after the firm was fined £10,000 for breaking health and safety laws.
Both Springfield Properties and its chairman and founder Sandy Adam — who
recently received an OBE — have been major financial donors to the SNP, and
Scottish Government ministers have faced allegations of cronyism over meeting
executives.

A source said: “This is a company with close links to the SNP and details of this
case could raise serious questions for First Minister John Swinney.”

In allegations, outlined in an email to Springfield senior management,
subcontractor McGowan said “asbestos, crude oil and other hazardous materials”
had been buried at the firm’s sites across Scotland where new estates now stand,
with properties sold for up to £500,000.

The email states: “| have been left with no choice but to inform current home
owners, families and children who h av e no knowledge of t h e h a z a rdous risks
which lie in or on the grounds of their new homes.

“I will be sending a detailed letter to each and every home owner who has
purchased a house from Spring f ield from Uddingston, Motherwell, West Linton
and any potential buyers of Milton of Campsie to inform them of the potential risks
that they have bought into without any transparency from yourself.

“I will explain to the unfortunate clients that the asbestos- riddled building that
once stood on the Uddingston site was demolished by an excavator, spreading
asbestos fibres all over the site. | will provide a map to each client showing exactly
where asbestos from another site in question was buried. “Including a map to
show the whereabouts of the crude oil. | will also provide photocopied proof of all
original paperwork from the skip companies with the addresses which the
contaminated material arrived from and how many tons of which have literally
been dumped on their doorstep.”

His email added: “The reason | know and have all said information is that
Springfield Properties have conducted the same neglect to your safety as they
have to several of my own employees. They were sent on to site to demolish old
factories without any knowledge, proper training or proper safety equipment —
eating, breathing and returning home to their families while, in fact, working with
potentially lethal asbestos.”

The email, sent in 2016, claimed an entire fuel tank could have been buried at a
site in West Linton, in the Borders.

Springfield — controlled by Morayshire-based Adam — then went to court to obtain
an interim interdict blocking McGowan from repeating the claims.

But after the firm admitted breaking health and safety laws in court in October
2020 at one building site where McGowan alleged asbestosrelated breaches, the
gagging order was lifted.

A Glasgow Sheriff Court hearing in the wake of a Health and Safety Executive
(HSE) probe found protection measures were not in place at an asbestos-ridden
building site in Milton of Campsie, Dunbartonshire.

The Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) also found failures in the
way the firm managed “controlled waste” being transported between a number of
its developments.

McGowan is now suing Springfield for compensation understood to be in the
region of £1.3million. He was forced to represent himself at an appeal hearing at
the Court of Session in August where three of Scotland’s most senior judges
rejected parts of an appeal from Springfield.



In a judgment, Lord Malcolm said of McGowan: “He has always maintained the
truth of his allegations. Springfield’s conviction, if anything, suggests that he was
right all along.”

McGowan claims he was effectively blacklisted after threatening to reveal his
asbestos concerns, and that the interim interdict prevented him from defending
himself for years as his business was destroyed. Elgin-based Spring field builds
about 1000

properties a year. It gave £100,000 to the SNP between 2015 and 2016 and there
have been allegations of cronyism following unrecorded meetings between its
executives and ministers.

A spokeswoman for the firm said: “Allegations were raised in 2014 and, as a
responsible housebuilder who takes Health and Safety very seriously, we
immediately reported it to the HSE.

“They, along with Sepa, conducted a thorough investigation and we took full
responsibility for four minor failings that were noted at one development.

“We have made several extensive statements on this matter, and we have no
intention of repeating these. The interdict relates to ongoing legal action, and it is
inappropriate to comment on it.

“Any political donations made by Sandy Adam were made as a private individual
and not as a representative of Springfield.”

HSE believes asbestos still kills about 5000 workers who breathed in the deadly
dust a year.

Workers employed by McGowan’s firm are understood to be also considering legal
action against Springfield over claims they were exposed to asbestos.

A further hearing of McGowan'’s civil case against Springfield is expected in May.
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ce: First Minister ; | NN ERREEEEEEE

Subject: FM URGENT BRIEFING - Commission on Media stories today

Importance: High

Il

The First Minister has requested briefing — collated by SpAds and officials —
providing detail on the Sunday Mail story in connection with Springfield Homes and
tne |

The First Minister will need this later today please — grateful for confirmation
these two briefing asks have been picked up please?

Comms — grateful if you can share stories please?

>



Many thanks,

Office of the First Minister

I St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | | G
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, including preferences, can be
found here.

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered
by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot for information.
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February 16, 2025 | MailOnline (London, England) | Norman Silvester For The Scottish Daily Mail

A major Scottish building firm has been accused of dumping deadly asbestos under new homes sold to
hundreds of families.

The allegations against Springfield Properties have been made in court documents by former sub contractor
turned whistleblower Martin McGowan.

Mr McGowan claims he was blacklisted after threatening to reveal his safety concerns.

He also alleges that a court gagging order obtained by Springfield - called an interim interdict - prevented
him from defending himself as his firm was destroyed.

He is now suing the building company for £1.3million compensation for the resulting losses. Springfield's
chairman and founder Sandy Adam - who recently received an OBE - has previously donated to the SNP.

Mr McGowan'’s allegations relate to housing developments that were constructed in Uddingston and
Motherwell in Lanarkshire; West Linton in Peeblesshire and Milton of Campsie in Dunbartonshire.

He claims he was instructed to tear down buildings that unknown to him were full of toxic material which was
then used as backfill on other sites. The allegations are contained in an email presented in evidence at the
Court of Session in Edinburgh.

In 2020 Springfield was fined £10,000 for breaching health and safety regulations at its Milton of Campsie site.
In the email, Mr McGowan said he had been ‘left with no choice’ but to inform home owners at the sites

about ‘the hazardous risks which lie in or on the grounds of their new homes'.

He said he would be writing to them to explain ‘that theasbestos riddled building that once stood on the
Uddingston site was demolished by an excavator, spreading asbestos fibres all over the site'.

At the time, Springfield obtained the interim interdict preventing McGowan from repeating his claims. But
after it admitted the Milton of Campsie health and safety breaches, the gagging order was lifted.

At a subsequent hearing at the Court of Session, judges rejected parts of an appeal from Springfield. In a
judgment, Lord Malcolm said of Mr McGowan: ‘He has always maintained the truth of his allegations.

‘Springfield’s conviction, if anything, suggests that he was right all along.’

Springfield builds about 1,000 properties a year. It was visited in 2015 by Nicola Sturgeon and John Swinney
for the launch of an SNP business manifesto.

A spokesman for the Elgin-based firm said: ‘We fully reject any allegation that any of our homes are unsafe.

'Attempts to alarm homeowners or damage our reputation through baseless allegations are disgraceful and
we will strongly consider taking action against these defamatory claims.

‘Any political donations made by [Mr] Adam were made as a private individual, and not as a representative of
Springfield.’

Copyright © 2025 Associated Newspapers Ltd. All rights reserved.



Briefing: Asbestos and land contamination: Springfield sites

16 Feb: Sunday Mail: reports that Springfield properties in developing sites in
Uddingston, Motherwell, West Linton and Milton of Campsie have buried asbestos
and other hazardous materials in the ground.

¢ We would expect responsible housing developers and contractors to act
responsibly when carrying out works.

e Asbestos is responsible for many deaths and must be treated seriously.

e Relevant bodies, including the HSE and SEPA need to take enforcement action
when wrongdoing is found.

e | am concerned to hear these claims and have asked officials to work with
relevant local authorities on any necessary action needed.

e For FM's awareness SG was not approached for comment in advance of the
Sunday Mail story running. SpAds advise that the Party was also not
approached for comment.

Contaminated land

The transportation and dumping of asbestos waste falls under the jurisdiction of
SEPA. Part lIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 (inserted by Section 57 of
the Environment Act 1995) was introduced to enable the identification and
remediation of contaminated land from which contamination currently represents an
unacceptable risk. Risks associated with future use are dealt with under the
planning and building standards system. Section 78A(2) of the Act (as amended)
provides a specific definition of ‘contaminated land’ for the purpose of the Act. Land
that is not ‘contaminated land’ as defined under the Act may still contain harmful or
dangerous substances.

Meetings timeline

1st November 2024: The First Minister visited a local by-election candidate in South
Elgin in his capacity as SNP leader. The First Minister visited a housing
development site operated by Springfield Properties. FM visited some affordable
homes being built by the company involving SG grant with Grampian Housing
Association. (email from FM'’s office officials of 11 November.)

29 August 2024: Paul McLennan MSP, Minister for Housing officially opened the
Grampian HA'’s latest development of houses and flats for rent at Ferrylea in Forres
on 29 August 2024; the homes were built by Springfield Properties.

28 August 2024: Minister for Housing, Paul McLennan MSP, visited Moray Council’s
Aberlour Speyview development, noting the progress of 39 new affordable homes.
Speyview is being delivered by Springfield Properties. This is supported by over
£6.3m grant from the Scottish Government’s affordable housing supply programme.
The development has also secured funding from the Moray Growth Deal’s £7.5
million Housing Mix Delivery project, funded by Moray Council and The Scottish
Government, towards the £10.1m Speyview development cost. These homes are
part of 300 affordable homes planned across the region.



March 2021: Sunday Mail press query - “There was a meeting between Springfield
Properties and Nicola Sturgeon, and two between housing minister Kevin Stewart
and Springfield, in 2019. Also one between Derek Mackay and Springfield owner
Sandy Adam in 2018. Springfield has listed all of these in the lobbying register but
(claims the Sundal Mail) they are not in ministerial diaries.”
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: “Springfield Properties has
received no funding from the Building Scotland Fund. “In April 2019 The
Building Scotland Fund agreed a £30 million revolving credit facility over 10
years with Sigma Scottish PRS Fund. This was formally terminated on 22nd
January 2021 and there were no drawdowns from the facility. “All ministerial
meetings are proactively reported.”

Note that a recent FOI request (6 February 2025) has sought information on:

¢ Any correspondence, notes or minutes, including any attachments, relating to the
opening of the Springfield Group housing development at Ferrylea in Forres on
29 August.

e Any correspondence, including any attachments, regarding the Springfield Group
property developers from April to October 2024.

Funding

The majority of grant funding through the Affordable Housing Supply Programme is
directed through local authorities and housing associations. These organisations
procure contractors to carry out the building works. In such cases, Springfield would
be acting as the contractor rather than the housing developer. There have been
three projects funded directly with Springfield Properties through our historic GRO
(Grants for rent and owner occupation) grant. The projects were in Forres and Elgin,
totalling 20 homes, and were completed in February 2006.

Background

Springfield Properties, are house builders. In 2012 or 2013, companies owned by
Martin McGowan were contracted by Springfield to remove material from one of their
sites, which was being developed for residential housing, at Milton of Campsie.

In 2014, Mr McGowan raised concerns with Springfield regarding the health and
safety of his companies’ employees. He alleged that the material they had been
tasked with removing included asbestos and crude oil, and that working practices
at the site had been unsafe. The Health & Safety Executive (HSE) carried out an
investigation into the exposure of workers to asbestos-containing dust. This led to
Springfield Properties PLC being fined £10,000. This appears to be connect
primarily with the Milton of Campsie site.

The HSE investigated and Springfield conducted an asbestos survey of the site.
Remediation works it is understood were carried out on site during 2015.

On 1 February 2016, Mr McGowan sent an email to Springfield, stating that he was
going to send a letter to the owners of the homes which had been built on the site.
Stating that asbestos fibres had been spread all over the site during the demolition of
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the building which had previously stood on the site, and that asbestos from another
site had been buried in the ground at Milton of Campsie.

Springfield Properties sought, and were granted, interim interdict against Mr
McGowan on 5 February 2016. The interim interdict prohibited Mr McGowan from
making any defamatory statements about Springfield.

In 2020, Springfield pled guilty to health and safety offences in respect of risks Mr
McGowan’s employees were exposed to onsite, including asbestos exposure.

The interim interdict was recalled on 26 May 2021. On 2 November 2021 Mr
McGowan raised the present action, in which he alleges that he and his companies
were effectively blacklisted by employers in the construction industry as a result of
the interdict. He sued Springfield for the resulting losses.

Springfield contend that Mr McGowan had five years from 5 February 2016, when
interim interdict was granted, in which to raise an action. Since he did not commence
the present action within five years of that date, Springfield argue that it is time-
barred and ought to be dismissed. Springfield rely upon sections 6(1) and (3) of the
Prescription and Limitation (Scotland) Act 1973 in support of this contention. Mr
McGowan contends that the five years did not commence until interim interdict was
recalled. He relies upon section 11(2) of the 1973 Act.

The Lord Ordinary agreed with Mr McGowan’s position. She reasoned that a person
who sought an interdict was not permitted to wash his hands of responsibility for it
simply because the court granted it. The wrong against Mr McGowan continued until
the interim interdict was recalled. Section 11(2) therefore applied and the five years
had not started until 26 May 2021.

Cladding

Springfield Properties have signed the developer commitment letter for cladding
remediation (August 2023).

Building Standards Division
16 February 2025
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