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Kaukab Stewart MSP
Minister for Equalities

15t April 2025
Dear Minister,

Funding for Stonewall, LGBT Youth Scotland and oversight of the Equality and Human Rights Fund

I have previously raised my concerns with you regarding the oversight and accountability of the Equality and
Human Rights Fund, which has awarded millions of pounds of taxpayers’ money to third sector organisations,
including Stonewall and LGBT Youth Scotland.

In recent days, questions have been raised about whether it is appropriate for the Scottish Government to
continue funding Stonewall from the EHRF given its limited operational presence in Scotland and its dogmatic
commitment to gender ideology. More than £400,000 from the public purse has been awarded to Stonewall since
2022.

LGBT Youth Scotland, which has been mired in controversy in recent years, has been awarded hundreds of
thousands of pounds by the Scottish Government since 2021. You will be aware that Children in Need suspended
grants to the charity in May 2024.

There are serious questions arising about the Scottish Government’s decision-making concerning this funding
from the public purse, especially when public finances are under such considerable strain. The Scottish
Government must not use taxpayers’ money to finance an echo chamber on gender self-ID.

I would like to know whether — as the Minister for Equalities — you were involved in the latest funding decisions
for the EHRF, what factors were taken into consideration when renewing funding for organisations such as
Stonewall and LGBT Youth Scotland, and what oversight both you and the fund manager, Inspiring Scotland, have
of the activities and outputs of these organisations.

Lastly, does the Scottish Government intend to fund women’s groups who believe that sex is immutable as part of
its focus on equalities?

I look forward to receiving your reply.
Yours sincerely,

etz e

Tess White MSP

MSP for North East Region
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6 May 2025
Dear Tess White MSP,

Thank you for your letter of 1 April 2025 concerning funding for Stonewall and LGBT Youth Scotland,
and oversight of the Equality and Human Rights Fund.

The Scottish Government remains committed to advancing equality for LGBTQI+ people, and
promoting, protecting and realising the rights of every LGBTQI+ person in Scotland.

We are committed to supporting LGBTQI+ people, including through funding for Stonewall and LGBT
Youth Scotland to advance equality for this group. This is particularly important at a time when we are
seeing a rise in attacks against the LGBTQI+ community.

We will continue to work with a wide range of third sector organisations to ensure that the voices of
those with lived experience can help to improve outcomes for LGBTQI+ communities across Scotland.

| can confirm that | was involved, along with the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, in the decision to
continue with the Equality and Human Rights Fund (EHRF), through which LGBT Youth Scotland and
Stonewall receive funding, for 2025/26. Day to day fund management is undertaken by our contracted
fund manager, Inspiring Scotland. Officials in the Directorate for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights
liaise with Inspiring Scotland to provide further oversight, advice and intervention as required. The
outcomes of EHRF spending is summarised in progress reports published on a six-monthly basis.

The Scottish Government’s support for the 47 organisations who benefit from funding has delivered a
range of positive outcomes for people in relation to age, disability, gender, LGBTQI+, race equality and
human rights overall. We stand proud of the work achieved to tackle discrimination and promote equality

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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through this fund.

The Scottish Government provides many grant funds to a range of organisations for a variety of
purposes. The primary funding route for organisations looking to advance equality for protected groups
is through the EHRF. The criteria for applications to the EHRF have been published online. However,
the EHREF is currently closed to new applications.

Yours sincerely

KAUKAB STEWART

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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T: 0300 244 4000
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot

10 May 2024

| am delighted to have been appointed as the new Minister for Equalities, a portfolio that is
extremely close to my heart.

The First Minister has been clear that the Scottish Government will continue to promote,
protect and enhance the rights of every LGBTQI+ person in Scotland and | am looking
forward to working with you to take forward that vision.

The Scottish Government has a proud record of protecting and enhancing LGBTQI+ rights. |
would like to assure you that this will continue and that there has been no change in the
government’s position on hate crime, supporting gender recognition reform or ending
conversion practices. | know how important these issues are to the LGBTQI+ community
and | will continue to work closely with you on them.

| want to thank you for your letter and would welcome an introductory meeting with you to
discuss your key priorities in more detail and how | can best support you and the wider
LGBTQI+ community in my role. | will also be reaching out to other key stakeholders in the
sector, and I'm looking forward to meeting you all together at our next LGBTQI+ roundtable.

Please get in touch with my private office via MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot with some
provisional dates and we will look to get this scheduled.

Yours sincerely,
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#1

From: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information) on behalf of Minister for
Equalities

Sent: 13 May 2024 13:39

To: Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal
information);

Cc:  Sean McGivern; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights; Redacted
- 38(1)(b) (personal information); Catherine

McMeeken; Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Redacted - 38(1)(b)
(personal information); John Somers; Colin McAllister; Emily Mackintosh; Ross
Ingebrigtsen; Jeanette Campbell; Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);
Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal
information); Cabinet

Secretary for Social Justice 2024; Minister for Equalities

Subject: RE: Introductory letter to LGBTI+ stakeholders

Attachments: RE: Letter from the Minister for Equalities

Hi Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);
Redacted — Out of Scope
Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);

Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); | Private Secretary,
Office of Minister for Equalities, Kaukab Stewart

0131 244 5143 | www.gov.scot | 07786722981

*** PLEASE READ DISCLAIMER ***

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a

Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a
Ministerial

meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep
official records of such

e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying
(Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot

From: Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); On Behalf Of Minister for
Equalities

Sent: Friday, May 10, 2024 4:24 PM

To: Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Minister for Equalities ; Cabinet
Secretary for Social Justice 2024 ; Janet Davis



Cc: Sean McGivern ; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights ; Redacted -
38(1)(b) (personal information); Catherine

McMeeken ; Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Redacted - 38(1)(b)
(personal information); John Somers ; Colin McAllister ; Emily Mackintosh ;

Ross Ingebrigtsen ; Jeanette Campbell ; Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal
information);

Subject: RE: Introductory letter to LGBTI+ stakeholders

Redacted — Out of scope

Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);
Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); | Private Secretary,
Office of Minister for Equalities, Kaukab Stewart

0131 244 5143 | www.gov.scot | Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);

*** PLEASE READ DISCLAIMER ***

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a

Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a
Ministerial

meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep
official records of such

e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying
(Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot

From: Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);

Sent: Friday, May 10, 2024 2:03 PM

To: Minister for Equalities <MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for
Social Justice 2024

<CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);

Cc: Sean McGivern Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Director for
Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);
Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Catherine McMeeken Redacted -
38(1)(b) (personal information); Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);
Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);

John Somers Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Colin McAllister
Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);

Emily Mackintosh Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Ross Ingebrigtsen
Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Jeanette Campbell Redacted -
38(1)(b) (personal information); Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);
Subject: FW: Introductory letter to LGBTI+ stakeholders



Minister/PO,

Please find attached the letter introducing the Minister for Equalities to LGBTQI+
Equality stakeholders, and a background note on the organisations including a
recommendation from officials on how individual meetings and the quarterly
stakeholder

roundtable could be approached.

Kind Regards,
Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);

Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); | LGBTQI+ Senior Policy Advisor |
Equality and Human Rights Division | Scottish
Government

Redacted — out of scope

From: Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);

Sent: Thursday, May 9, 2024 7:28 PM

To: Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal
information); Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Redacted - 38(1)(b)
(personal information);

Cc: Catherine McMeeken Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Director for
Equality, Inclusion and Human

Rights Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); John Somers Redacted -
38(1)(b) (personal information); DG Communities Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal
information);

Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>;

Minister for Equalities <MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern Redacted -
38(1)(b) (personal information);

Colin McAllister Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);

Subject: Introductory letter to LGBTI+ stakeholders

Good evening all,

Ms Stewart has requested a draft letter for her to issue to key stakeholders within the
LGBTI+ community to offer an introductory meeting. The Minister is keen for this to
issue tomorrow. | would be grateful for a draft letter, cleared by SpAds, for ministerial
clearance by 13:00 tomorrow please.

With kind regards,

Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);

Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); | Private Secretary,

Office of Minister for Equalities, Kaukab Stewart

Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);



*** PLEASE READ DISCLAIMER ***

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a

Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a
Ministerial

meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep
official records of such

e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying
(Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot



#2

From: Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); on behalf of Minister for
Equalities

Sent: 02 April 2025 16:44

To:  Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Minister for Equalities

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024; Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal
information); Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Redacted - 38(1)(b)
(personal information); Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);
Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal
information); Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights; Catherine
McMeeken; Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);

Communications Social Justice; Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);
Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Emilie-Louise Purdie

Subject: RE: To clear - media enquiry, Tess White letter calling on SG to end
funding to Stonewall

and LGBT Youth Scotland

Hi Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);
Ms Stewart is content.
Thanks

Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); | Private Secretary | Office of Minister
for Equalities

Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG || Tel:
0131 244 0551 | Email: MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot

Please check our Ministerial Preferences

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of

a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of
a

Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do
not keep

official records of such e-mails or attachments.

From: Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);

Sent: 02 April 2025 15:32

To: Minister for Equalities

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 ; Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal
information); Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); Redacted - 38(1)(b)
(personal information);

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information), redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information), redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Director for Equality,
Inclusion and Human Rights;

Catherine McMeeken ; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information);
Communications Social Justice ; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information);
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Emilie-Louise Purdie



Subject: To clear - media enquiry, Tess White letter calling on SG to end funding to
Stonewall
and LGBT Youth Scotland

Minister PO,
Redacted - 30(b)(i) (free and frank provision of advice)

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:

“We are committed to supporting LGBTQI+ people, including through funding for
Stonewall and LGBT Youth Scotland to advance equality for this group. This is
particularly important at a time when we are seeing a rise in attacks against the
LGBTQIl+ community.”

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)
Social Justice portfolio|Scottish Government
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)



#3

From: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information) on behalf of Minister for
Equalities

Sent: 28 March 2025 16:37

To:  redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Minister for Equalities

Cc:  Communications Social Justice; Communications Health and Social Care;
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted
(38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information);
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Director for Equality,
Inclusion and Human Rights; Catherine McMeeken; Jack

Middleton; Emilie-Louise Purdie; Sean McGivern; Ross Ingebrigtsen

Subject: RE: FOR MINSITER CLEARANCE PLEASE: Media Query - Funding
for Stonewall - The Times

Hi redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information),
Thank you for sending through the extra information. Ms Stewart is content to clear.

Best,
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information).

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Deputy Private Secretary to the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice — Shirley-Anne
Somerville MSP

E: CabSecforSJ@gov.scot

Scottish Government | St Andrews House, Regent Road, EDINBURGH, EH1 3DG |

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister

relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a
Ministerial meeting, must be

filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of
such e-mails or

attachments.

From: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Sent: 28 March 2025 16:28

To: Minister for Equalities

Cc: Communications Social Justice ; Communications Health and Social Care ;
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted
(38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)



; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Director for Equality,
Inclusion and Human Rights ;

Catherine McMeeken ; Jack Middleton ; Emilie-Louise Purdie ; Sean McGivern ;
Ross

Ingebrigtsen

Subject: RE: FOR MINSITER CLEARANCE PLEASE: Media Query - Funding for
Stonewall - The

Times

Hi redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Thanks for your email, policy officials have provided the following information below
and
attached.

Best wishes
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

For information, Stonewall’s grant letter forming part of the 25-26 Equality and
Human
Rights Fund is attached. Specifically, the letter notes the following:

Summary of work

To deliver learning programmes which will enhance the ability of public service
providers to deliver LGBTQ+-inclusive work and empower people to advocate for
LGBTQ+ rights.

Areas of work

* Deliver community empowerment programme
* Deliver LGBTQ+ leadership programme

* Deliver inclusive service delivery programme

* Undertake research on the experiences of LGBTQ+ communities in Scotland
Expected outcomes

* People with protected characteristics have increased participation in public life
* Public services increasingly embed equality & human rights in their strategic
planning and day-to-day functions

The Equality and Human Rights Fund is managed by our fund managers Inspiring
Scotland, who monitor and manage the funds and ensure that payments are made in
line with the grant conditions.

From: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information) > On Behalf Of Minister for
Equalities

Sent: 28 March 2025 14:30

To: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Minister for Equalities redacted
(38(1)(b) (personal information)



Cc: Communications Social Justice redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information);
Communications

Health and Social Care redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted
(38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information);
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted
(38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information);
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Director for Equality, Inclusion

and Human Rights Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information) redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted
(38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information);
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Subject: RE: FOR MINSITER CLEARANCE PLEASE: Media Query - Funding for
Stonewall - The

Times

Hi redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information),
Redacted - 30(b)(i) (free and frank provision of advice)

Thanks,
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Deputy Private Secretary to the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice — Shirley-Anne
Somerville MSP

E: CabSecforSJ@gov.scot

Scottish Government | St Andrews House, Regent Road, EDINBURGH, EH1 3DG |

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister

relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a
Ministerial meeting, must be

filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of
such e-mails or

attachments.
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From: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information) on behalf of Minister for
Equalities

Sent: 04 April 2025 10:11

To:  redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information), redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information)

Cc: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information); Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human

Rights; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Minister for Equalities
Subject: RE: For awareness - Stonewall funding - Telegraph

Hi all,
Redacted — Out of scope
Thanks

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information) | Private Secretary | Office of Minister for
Equalities

Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG || Tel:
0131 244 0551 | Email: MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot

Please check our Ministerial Preferences

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of

a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of
a

Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do
not keep

official records of such e-mails or attachments.

From: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Sent: 30 March 2025 11:58

To: Minister for Equalities

Cc: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted
(38(1)(b) (personal information);

Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information) ;

Emilie-Louise Purdie; Sean McGivern; Ross Ingebrigtsen; redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted
(38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information);
Communications Duty Box ; Donna Rafferty ; Communications Social

Justice

Subject: For awareness - Stonewall funding - Telegraph

Redacted - 30(b)(i) (free and frank provision of advice)



Kind regards
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

LINES

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:

“We are committed to supporting LGBTQI+ people, including through funding for
Stonewall to advance equality for this group. This is particularly important at a time
when we are seeing a rise in attacks against the LGBTQI+ community.”
Background

The Scottish Government continues to fund Stonewall in 2025-26

Redacted - 30(b)(i) (free and frank provision of advice)

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

News | Media Manager — Finance, Local Government and Corporate

The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh

Mobile: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300
244 9027

www.gov.scot/news



#5

from: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information) on behalf of Cabinet Secretary for
Social Justice 2024

Sent: 16 April 2025 18:38

To:  redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Cabinet Secretary for Social
Justice 2024; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted
(38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Cc:  Emilie-Louise Purdie; Ross Ingebrigtsen; Director for Equality, Inclusion and
Human Rights;

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Subject: RE: Stakeholder Engagement - Thursday 17th April - Supreme Court
Judgement

Hi redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information),
Redacted — out of scope

Stonewall offered same slot
(attendance TBC)

Redacted — out of scope

Thank you,

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Private Secretary | Office of Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice

St Andrews House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG

Email: CabSecforSJ@gov.scot

Phone: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request

or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed
appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not

keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the

terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

From: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)
Sent: 16 April 2025 15:29



To: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; redacted
(38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information);
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Cc: Emilie-Louise Purdie redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information) Ross
Ingebrigtsen

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information) Director for Equality, Inclusion and
Human Rights Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal information);

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information)

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information);

Subject: RE: Stakeholder Engagement - Thursday 17th April - Supreme Court
Judgement

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Thanks for your email. Below are contact details for the main stakeholders,
Redacted - 30(b)(i) (free and frank provision of advice)

redacted — out of scope

LGBTQI+ Stakeholders — have included more than one contact in case of annual
leave

redacted — out of scope
Stonewall Scotland

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

redacted — out of scope

Best wishes

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

| Head of the Women’s Equality Unit

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information), redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information)

Scottish Government | Directorate for Equality, Inclusion and Human
Rights



Area 3H (North) | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh [EH6 6QQ

From: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024

Sent: 16 April 2025 13:06

To: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; Emilie-
Louise Purdie

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information) Ross Ingebrigtsen redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information) Director

for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights Redacted - 38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information);

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Subject: Stakeholder Engagement - Thursday 17th April - Supreme Court Judgement

Redacted — out of scope

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Private Secretary | Office of Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice

St Andrews House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG
Email: CabSecforSJ@gov.scot
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request

or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed
appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not

keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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From: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information) on behalf of Cabinet Secretary for
Social Justice 2024

Sent: 19 April 2025 09:03

To:  redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Cc: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Ross Ingebrigtsen; First Minister;
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Director for Equality, Inclusion and
Human Rights; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted
(38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information);
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Communications Social
Justice; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information); Cabinet Secretary for Social

Justice 2024

Subject: Re: For clearance: Media query - Meeting with trans people - Sunday
Times

Hi redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information),
The Cabinet Secretary is content.
Many thanks,

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

From: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Sent: Friday, April 18, 2025 9:01:26 PM

To: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024

Cc: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Ross Ingebrigtsen ; First Minister ;
Marco Biagi ; Director for Equality, Inclusion and

Human Rights ; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted
(38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information);
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Communications Social
Justice ; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted
(38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Subject: For clearance: Media query - Meeting with trans people - Sunday Times



Cabinet Secretary, PO.
Yesterday, as cleared by ministers, my colleague shared with the Sunday Times
organisations who the Cabinet Secretary had tried to set up calls for the day after the
Supreme Court ruling.
Officials advise that the following were scheduled each as 15 mins call so the Cab
Sec

1. Stonewall

Redacted - 30(b)(i) (free and frank provision of advice

Best wishes.

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Media Manager| News: Health and Social Care

The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh
m: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)
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From: Human Gay Male redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Sent: 06 May 2025 10:39

To:  First Minister

Subject: Open letter to John Swinney First Minister of Scotland re Stonewall
Diversity Champions

Attachments: First Minister letter 060525.pdf

Please find attached an open letter to First Minister John Swinney, and the same in
copy

below, re the Scottish Government participation in the Stonewall Diversity
Champions

Scheme.

Dear First Minister,

We are a group of gay men from across Scotland who form the Scotland arm of
HumanGayMale (an organisation for gay men who reject gender identity ideology).

We are writing to urge the Scottish Government to withdraw from the Stonewall
Diversity

Champions initiative, to stop funding Stonewall, and for you to encourage all
government

departments, agencies, and public bodies in Scotland to do the same.

Following the UK Supreme Court ruling on the meaning of “sex” in the Equality Act
2010, it

has become apparent that many organisations and institutions, including your own
government, have previously been misled in their understanding of the Act. This is, in
no

small part, the result of the misinformation propagated by Stonewall, in particular
through

its various workplace schemes and training.

Since the ruling, Stonewall has continued to misrepresent the situation by suggesting
that

the outcome is not yet law and is encouraging Diversity Champion Scheme
members to

not make any changes to policies or practice in light of the ruling.

Stqngwall continues to push an agenda of “gender identity” being paramount to sex.
erw“isd:asology that says how you feel is more important than the reality of biological
32;9'110, it erases what it means to be same-sex attracted. As gay men, Stonewall is
;s"ltﬂ%t being gay means being “same gender” attracted, and that a heterosexual
emale



who identifies as a gay man must be accepted as a gay man. Lesbians are also
being told

the same thing about heterosexual men who identify as women. This is the modern
equivalent of conversion therapy.

It is a slap in the face that the Scottish Government is actively funding Stonewall
(with

public money) and participating in the ideological indoctrination scheme that
effectively

erases what it means to be gay. We urge you to stand up for and protect the rights of
gay

men and lesbians across Scotland.

Much like women’s rights groups, our HumanGayMale meetings in Scotland are
forced to

be held in secret, lest adherents of the “LGBTQ+” lobby try to shut us down for
refusing to

believe “transmen” can be gay men. The Supreme Court ruling has made clear that
our

meetings are legal and that we can legitimately exclude all women from our events,
even

those who call themselves gay men.

If you truly want to help gay people and understand the perspectives of gay men on
:glpsic you would do well to read the report from the Gay Men’s Conference 2025. Or
3égﬂld send a representative to take part in the Scotland version of this conference in
’;Jf:'lllsy year.

Sincerely,

HumanGayMale, Scotland Group

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)
HumanGayMale

www.HumanGayMale.com

For gay men who reject gender identity ideology
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To:  redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Cabinet Secretary for Social
Justice 2024

Cc:  First Minister; Lord Advocate; Solicitor General; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); Emilie-Louise Purdie; Ross

Ingebrigtsen; Sean McGivern; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Director
for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted
(38(1)(b) (personal information); Legal Secretariat to the

Lord Advocate; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

; Communications Social Justice; Communications Education & Skills;
Communications Health and Social Care; DG Communities; Catherine McMeeken;
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information);

Communications First Minister

Subject: RE: FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE SEC CLEARANCE // Daily Mail query -
FWS unhappy with arrangements around SG contact post SC judgment

Good Afternoon redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information),
The Lord Advocate has noted your email with thanks.

Many thanks

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)
Deputy Private Secretary

Law Officers Private Office

25 Chambers Street

Edinburgh

EH1 1LA

0300 020 4350

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister relating to a

decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting,
must be filed appropriately by

the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or
attachments.

From: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Sent: 20 April 2025 13:31

To: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024

Cc: First Minister ; Lord Advocate ; Solicitor General ; Marco Biagi ; Emilie-Louise
Purdie ; Ross



Ingebrigtsen ; Sean McGivern ; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); Director
for Equality, Inclusion and Human

Rights ; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal
information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information); redacted (38(1)(b)
(personal information); redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information);

Legal Secretariat to the Lord Advocate ; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information);
Communications Social Justice ;

Communications Education & Skills ; Communications Health and Social Care ; DG
Communities

; Catherine McMeeken ; redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information);
Communications First Minister

Subject: FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE SEC CLEARANCE // Daily Mail query - FWS
unhappy with

arrangements around SG contact post SC judgment

PO / Social Justice Secretary,
Cc for awareness: FMPO, POs / Law Officers,

Redacted - 30(b)(i) (free and frank provision of advice

Background
Meetings have been offered to:

Redacted - 30(b)(i) (free and frank provision of advice)

Stonewall
Redacted - 30(b)(i) (free and frank provision of advice)

Many thanks,
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Senior Media Manager | Education | Scottish Government |

media enquiries (call group): 0300 244 9022 | Media enquiries - gov.scot
(www.gov.scot)

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)



From: redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Sent: 21 February 2025 19:02

To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: the’ refreshing ‘of men’s and women’s toilets Law

Redacted — out of scope
redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)
Sent from my iPhone

> On 18 Feb 2025, at 11:35, redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information) wrote:
>

> Dear Mr Swinney
redacted — out scope

> | read today that the Scottish Government has spent £2,100,000 to promote
Stonewall ideology which is preventing women from having safe spaces in which to
go to the toilet, receive care, to be in prison safely.

redacted — out of scope

> redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)
> Sent from my iPhone
>

>> 0n 13 Feb 2025, at 12:41, redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information) wrote:
>>

>> Dear Mr Sweeney

Redacted — out of scope

>> \Women need clear protection in Law to protect women only spaces. Children in
schools need protection from indoctrination by Stonewall activists - let us see you
provide that.

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)

Redacted — out of scope

>>

>>>> 0n 24 Nov 2024, at 21:42, redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information) wrote:
>>>

>>> Dear Mr Swinney

Redacted — out of scope


mailto:firstminister@gov.scot

redacted (38(1)(b) (personal information)
>>> Edinburgh
>>>

>>> Sent from my iPhone
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