From: [section 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>

Sent: 24 January 2025 13:49

To[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot[section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Andrew Watson [section 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; lan Donaldson
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for Children and Families
<DirectorforChildrenandFamilies@gov.scot>; Deputy Director for Children's Rights,
Protection and Justice <ddcrpj@gov.scot>; Anna Donald [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc[section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOR POLICY VIEW - Child grooming gangs - Mail on Sunday

Hi Scott

Thanks for this. | have copied below our lines on the petition you reference. | think it is
important to note the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry in our response.

e Protecting children from harm is a key priority for the Scottish Government.

o The Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry is undertaking an extensive review of child
protection policy and practice in Scotland and will report with recommendations for
further development in due course.

o Evidence from Inquiry hearings and reports are being considered as part of ongoing
improvement work. We have also considered learning from the Independent Inquiry
into Child Sexual Abuse in England and Wales.

¢ Widening the Scottish Inquiry would delay the publication of findings and
recommendations which would mean we would fail to meet our commitment to
survivors of in-care abuse that we will learn from their experience and address the
systemic failures which existed.

e The updated National Child Protection Guidance supports local areas to develop
effective, evidence-based responses to all forms of child abuse and neglect. We are
working with partners across Scotland to implement the guidance and support
consistent and robust child protection practices across Scotland.

e The Minister for Children, Young People and the Promise recently met with PE1979
petitioners and committed to looking into their requests in the coming months.

Let me know if | can help with anything else.
Thanks

[section 38(1)(b)] (she/her) | Child Protection Unit | Children’s Rights, Protection and Justice
Division | Directorate for Children and Families | Scottish Government

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Sent: 24 January 2025 12:37

To: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; Andrew Watson <[section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; lan Donaldson <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for Children
and Families <DirectorforChildrenandFamilies@gov.scot>; Deputy Director for Children's
Rights, Protection and Justice <ddcrpj@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <[section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>



Cc: [section 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Subject: FOR POLICY VIEW - Child grooming gangs - Mail on Sunday

Policy colleagues,

We’ve been approached by the Mail on Sunday with the below enquiry about fresh calls for
SG to launch a Scottish child sexual abuse enquiry.

It is based around the below petition which looks like it will be considered by the petitions
committee on Feb 5 - but has been ongoing since Oct 2022:

PE1979 Establish an independent inquiry and an independent national whistleblowing
officer | Scottish Parliament Website

I don’t expect we could get into some of the specific allegations being made below, so I'd
suggest we stick with our holding lines (as below) on this. I've also added in a background
line to point out that Ms Don-Innes has provided a submission to the committee on this
petition( and linking to this).

Are colleagues content for the below to go to SPADs??

Although for Sunday, We’d been keen to get to PO by COP today so grateful for feedback by
2.30pm.

Many thanks [section 38(1)(b)]

RESPONSE
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:

“Child sexual abuse and exploitation has a devastating impact on children and families,
which is why we are taking action to ensure that children are protected from harm. This
includes establishing the Scottish Government has established the Child Sexual Abuse and
Exploitation National Strategic Group to provide expertise and increase cross-sectoral
working to address the risks and harms of child sexual abuse and exploitation.

“In 2014 we published Scotland’s first national action plan to prevent child sexual
exploitation. As part of that, a self-evaluation tool was developed by the National Child
Sexual Exploitation group, to enable Child Protection Committees in each local authority to
benchmark existing processes and practices in relation to child sexual abuse and
exploitation. An initial survey was carried out in 2016 and again in 2019 with an analysis
report published by the Centre for Excellence for Children’s Care and Protection.”

Background
The Minister for Children and Young People has provide a written submission (

pe1979 bb.pdf) to the Citizen Participation and Public Petitions committee in response to
this petition.

National action plan to tackle child sexual exploitation: final report - gov.scot

Report of Child Protection Committee Survey
ENQUIRY



https://www.parliament.scot/get-involved/petitions/view-petitions/pe1979-establish-an-independent-inquiry-and-an-independent-national-whistleblowing-officer
https://www.parliament.scot/get-involved/petitions/view-petitions/pe1979-establish-an-independent-inquiry-and-an-independent-national-whistleblowing-officer
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/committees/citizen-participation-and-public-petitions-committee/correspondence/2022/pe1979/pe1979_bb.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-action-plan-prevent-tackle-child-sexual-exploitation-final-delivery-report/
https://www.celcis.org/knowledge-bank/search-bank/child-protection-committees-processes-and-practices-relation-child-sexual-exploitation/

It turns out | do have something for you!

We have a story on Sunday re child grooming gangs.
May | have a comment please?

It will say:

SNP ministers are under fresh pressure to launch a new Scottish child abuse inquiry
amid claims of a UK-wide ‘conspiracy of silence’ over grooming gangs.
Whistleblowers have been fighting for a Scottish Government-led investigation into
the exploitation of children by teachers and local authority workers - as well as
organised crime syndicates - since 2022.

Led by former SNP vice education convener for Edinburgh Council Alison Dickie, ex
Labour Edinburgh councillor Bill Cook, whistleblower representative Christine Scott
and teacher and independent councillor Neil McLennan, they have shared harrowing
examples of grooming taking place on Scotland’s streets.

They include children being showered with affection, hugs and gifts as well as
youngsters having to wear extra layers of clothing to meet their social workers to
protect themselves from being touched.

The group has also highlighted a serious and organised crime operation in Edinburgh
with links to England, that they claim has been ‘supported by public funds and named
professionals’.

And it has hit out at efforts to cover-up for perpetrators by public bodies, the
mishandling of complaints, and the harassment and intimidation of those who raise
concerns.

In October 2022, they lodged a petition with the Scottish Parliament to demand a
fresh inquiry into serial child abuse in Scotland and also called for the installation of a
new independent national whistleblowing officer.

Ahead of their petition being discussed at Holyrood on February 5, they said: ‘Interest
in our more than two-year long petition has spiked in response to recent and wider
coverage of safeguarding failures — especially in England.

‘At the same time, voices in Scotland raising safeguarding concerns still struggle to be

heard.’

They added: ‘Campaigners have long highlighted the vital need for more robust and
independent investigation.

‘This is especially so when allegations have relevance to serious and organised abuse — as
amongst the diverse safeguarding concerns received in the course of our work.

‘From the outset, one key question has driven our petition’s calls: how can we have
confidence in child safeguarding or the effectiveness of any improvements when there is still
doubt about the mishandling of past and present child abuse and child protection concerns —
and the personnel and systems that may still be in place? Given the wider coverage, we are
increasingly concerned that the cases brought to our attention are only a snapshot of the
safeguarding reality.’

Best wishes and thank you,
[section 38(1)(b)]

[section 38(1)(b)]
Senior Media Manager | [section 38(1)(b)]
The Scottish Government | www.gov.scot

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Sent: 16 January 2025 21:04


http://www.gov.scot/

To: Minister for Children, Young People and The Promise <MinisterCYPTP@gov.scot>;
Minister for Victims and Community Safety 2024 <MinisterforVCS@gov.scot>

Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024
<CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Education & Skills 2024
<CabSecES2024@gov.scot>; Jeanette Campbell <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Lana
Montgomery <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Benjamin Hallett <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Erin Mckee <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Ross Ingebrigtsen <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <[section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Communications Justice and Home Affairs
<CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Communications Education & Skills <CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Andrew Watson <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; lan Donaldson <[section
38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; Director for Children and Families
<DirectorforChildrenandFamilies@gov.scot>; Deputy Director for Children's Rights,
Protection and Justice <ddcrpj@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Line to clear - Grooming gangs national audit - Bauer
Thanks [section 38(1)(b)], issuing now

From: [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for Children, Young People and
The Promise

Sent: 16 January 2025 20:51

To: Minister for Victims and Community Safety 2024 <MinisterforVCS@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Children, Young People and The Promise
<MinisterCYPTP@gov.scot>

Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024
<CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; Jeanette Campbell <[section 38(1)(b)]|@gov.scot>; Lana
Montgomery <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Benjamin Hallett <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Erin Mckee <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Ross Ingebrigtsen <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <[section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Communications Justice and Home Affairs
<CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Communications Education & Skills <CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Andrew Watson <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; lan Donaldson <[section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for Children and Families
<DirectorforChildrenandFamilies@gov.scot>; Deputy Director for Children's Rights,



Protection and Justice <ddcrpj@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;

[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Line to clear - Grooming gangs national audit - Bauer

Hi,

Ms Don-Innes is also content to clear.

Thanks,

[section 38(1)(b)]

Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills — Jenny Gilruth MSP
The Scottish Government

St Andrews House | Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG

Mob: [section 38(1)(b)] | Email: CabSecES2024@gov.scot

Ms Gilruth’s Ministerial Preferences can be found here

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf
of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a
Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep
official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms
of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot

From[section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for Victims and Community Safety
2024

Sent: 16 January 2025 20:09

To: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Children, Young People and The Promise
<MinisterCYPTP@gov.scot>

Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024
<CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Education & Skills 2024
<CabSecES2024@gov.scot>; Jeanette Campbell <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Lana
Montgomery <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Benjamin Hallett <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Erin Mckee <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Ross Ingebrigtsen <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <[section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Communications Justice and Home Affairs
<CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;



Communications Education & Skills <CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Andrew Watson <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; lan Donaldson <[section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for Children and Families
<DirectorforChildrenandFamilies@gov.scot>; Deputy Director for Children's Rights,
Protection and Justice <ddcrpj@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: Line to clear - Grooming gangs national audit - Bauer
Hi [section 38(1)(b)]

Ms Brown is content for her interests.

Thanks,

[section 38(1)(b)]

Private Secretary to Minister for Victims and Community Safety
Mobile: [section 38(1)(b)]

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Sent: Thursday, January 16, 2025 7:55:15 PM

To: Minister for Victims and Community Safety 2024 <MinisterforVCS@gov.scot>; Minister
for Children, Young People and The Promise <MinisterCYPTP@gov.scot>

Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024
<CabSecforJHA@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Education & Skills 2024
<CabSecES2024@gov.scot>; Jeanette Campbell <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Lana
Montgomery <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Benjamin Hallett <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Erin Mckee <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Ross Ingebrigtsen <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <[section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Communications Justice and Home Affairs
<CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Communications Education & Skills <CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Andrew Watson <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; lan Donaldson <[section
38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; Director for Children and Families
<DirectorforChildrenandFamilies@gov.scot>; Deputy Director for Children's Rights,
Protection and Justice <ddcrpj@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;



[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: Line to clear - Grooming gangs national audit - Bauer

Victims Minister PO

Children Minister PO

Copying to DFM, Justice Secretary and Education Secretary for awareness

Bauer have asked us if the UK Government’s newly announced “rapid national audit” into
grooming gangs, plus new local inquiries, will apply in Scotland.

The journalist is happy with a simple yes or no but we’re aware other media may approach
us for lines (either about how it will apply in Scotland or, if not, what we are doing concerning
this issue) and officials are looking to develop lines.

The following response has been agreed with policy officials and SpAds. Grateful if you
could confirm whether Ms Brown and Ms Don-Innes are content.

Many thanks
[section 38(1)(b)]
Response:

For Information

We will be consulting with the UK Government to further understand their plans for a rapid
audit.

[section 38(1)(b)]

Senior Media Manager | Finance and Local Government
Scottish Government

3-W, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG

[section 38(1)(b)]

From: Jeanette Campbell <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Sent: 16 January 2025 19:42

To: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern[section 38(1)(b)]|@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; Erin Mckee <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen
<[section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Justice and Home Affairs
<CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Communications Education & Skills <CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [section



38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Andrew Watson <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; lan Donaldson
<[section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; Director for Children and Families
<DirectorforChildrenandFamilies@gov.scot>; Deputy Director for Children's Rights,
Protection and Justice <ddcrpj@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOR URGENT SPAD VIEWS: Grooming gangs national audit - Bauer

I am happy with this. | suspect it’'s not been thought of for here or we would have been
informed but its correct to say it could

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>
Sent: 16 January 2025 18:48

Sean McGivern[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Jeanette
Campbell <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>Erin Mckee <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Ross
Ingebrigtsen <[section 38(1)(b)]|@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>
Cc: Communications Justice and Home Affairs
<CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Communications Education & Skills <CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Andrew Watson <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; lan Donaldson
<[section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; Director for Children and Families
<DirectorforChildrenandFamilies@gov.scot>; Deputy Director for Children's Rights,
Protection and Justice <ddcrpj@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: FOR URGENT SPAD VIEWS: Grooming gangs national audit - Bauer
[section 38(1)(b)]

My understanding is that this is an overlap between child protection and justice.
Suggest a tweak as below — grateful for your views.

Thanks
[section 38(1)(b)]

For Information
We will be consulting with the UK Government to further understand their plans for a rapid
audit.

[section 38(1)(b)] Montgomery



Senior Media Manager

Justice and Home Affairs

Desk: [section 38(1)(b)]

Scottish Government | news.gov.scot

From: Sean McGivern <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Sent: 16 January 2025 18:13

To: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Jeanette Campbell <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> Erin
Mckee <[section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Jack Middleton <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Justice and Home Affairs
<CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
Communications Education & Skills <CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; >;
[section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
Andrew Watson <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; lan Donaldson <[section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Director for Children and Families
<DirectorforChildrenandFamilies@gov.scot>; Deputy Director for Children's Rights,
Protection and Justice <ddcrpj@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <[section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOR URGENT SPAD VIEWS: Grooming gangs national audit - Bauer

Surely this is entirely devolved as a justice issue? I'd be grateful for more input from policy
before we say this is a matter for the Home Office

From[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>
Sent: 16 January 2025 17:48

To: Jeanette Campbell <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> Erin Mckee <[section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton
<[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Justice and Home Affairs
<CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Communications Education & Skills <CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
>: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Andrew Watson <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; lan Donaldson
<[section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; Director for Children and Families
<DirectorforChildrenandFamilies@gov.scot>; Deputy Director for Children's Rights,
Protection and Justice <ddcrpj@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>


https://news.gov.scot/

Subject: FOR URGENT SPAD VIEWS: Grooming gangs national audit - Bauer
SpAds,

Bauer have asked us if the UKG’s newly announced ‘rapid national audit’ into grooming
gangs, plus new local inquiries, will apply in Scotland.

The journalist is happy with a simple yes or no but we’re aware other media may approach
us for lines (either about how it will apply in Scotland or, if not, what we are doing concerning
this issue) and officials are looking to develop lines.

Grooming gang scandal: Home Secretary Yvette Cooper announces 'rapid national audit'
into grooming gangs, plus new local inquiries - BBC News

| have spoken to officials we have currently have no clarity on if this will apply in Scotland.
There has been no contact from UKG.

Grateful for SpAds view on approach for this query,
Thanks

[section 38(1)(b)]

Response:

For Information

We are aware of UK Government's newly announced rapid audit of grooming gangs. The
terms of the audit are a matter for the Home Office.

[out of scope]

From: [section 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>

Sent: 13 January 2025 11:35

To: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>

Cc: [section 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: SCAI FMQ - 16 January 2025

Hi [section 38(1)(b)]
We in Child Protection covered the Grooming gangs story in FMQ briefing last week.
[out of scope]

Thanks
[section 38(1)(b)]

From: [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>

Sent: 13 January 2025 08:59

To: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: SCAI FMQ - 16 January 2025


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/cyv43zpr4pjt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/cyv43zpr4pjt

Hi [section 38(1)(b)]
[out of scope]

On grooming gangs, we had a topical PQ on this on Tuesday and [section 38(1)(b)] led on
that from policy perspective, copied.

With thanks

[section 38(1)(b)] | Maternal and Infant Health | Scottish Government | 2B North, Victoria
Quay | [section 38(1)(b)]

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Sent: 10 January 2025 10:35

To: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Cc: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot
Subject: SCAI FMQ - 16 January 2025

Good morning [section 38(1)(b)],
I hope you're well! | work in the Response Unit and | am currently completing the SCAI FMQ.

We have come across two articles which | have noted below, | just wanted to ensure that the
SCAI Sponsorship Team are covering these issues in the FMQ.

[out of scope]
https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/why-scotland-needs-urgent-national-

investigation-into-child-sex-abuse-by-grooming-gangs-4929134.
The second issue is the call for a public inquiry into gangland grooming.

Grateful if you can let me know if your team have included lines for these in the FMQ for next
week (16 January).

Kind regards,
[section 38(1)(b)]

[section 38(1)(b)] | Response Officer | SG Response Unit — Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry |
Redress, Relations And Response | Directorate for Children and Families | Scottish
Government | 2B South, Victoria Quay, Leith, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ |' [section
38(1)(b)l@gov.scot

N Scottish Government
- Riaghaltas na h-Alba

Child Protection
Committees
Scotland ]


https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/why-scotland-needs-urgent-national-investigation-into-child-sex-abuse-by-grooming-gangs-4929134
https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/why-scotland-needs-urgent-national-investigation-into-child-sex-abuse-by-grooming-gangs-4929134

Keeping Connected - The CPCScotland Bulletin

Tuesday 215t January 2025 (Issue 151)
Issued to support Child Protection Committees and partners with up-to-
date information on child protection issues.

B

Welcome to Keeping Connected
I hope everyone had a relaxing and restful break over the festive period.

2025 has proven nothing if not eventful already, with extensive coverage
of child sexual abuse and exploitation in the media in the early weeks of
the year. At the time of writing, the UK government has announced a
series of local enquiries and reviews, as well as a commitment to taking
forward actions from previous reviews.

I wrote a piece for the Sunday Herald - a link to which is provided in the
News and Opinion section — setting out the Scottish context and noting
our commitment as a network to addressing abuse and exploitation. This
was already a priority area for CPC Scotland and one which we intend to
build on in the coming months.

On the topic of children’s rights, I would urge everyone to read the report
published by Together which examines the current state of children’s
rights. It is also interesting to note that Scotland has now seen its first
court judgement under UNCRC - again, you can read more in the News
and Opinion section.

I would also like to draw your attention to the publications from OFCOM
setting out their approach to online harm and age verification, important
steps in making the internet a safer place for children.

Best wishes,

Tam Baillie
CPC Scotland Chair


http://www.childprotection.scot/
https://www.childprotection.scot/publications/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fchildprotectsco&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.mitchell%40strath.ac.uk%7Ce18cdb081b154142638608da4a080165%7C631e0763153347eba5cd0457bee5944e%7C0%7C0%7C637903695477423242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nlBaDtlpcp%2BCNjNHGxb3XUCNBVM5STsbziDWKY%2BoPr8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fchildprotectsco%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.mitchell%40strath.ac.uk%7Ce18cdb081b154142638608da4a080165%7C631e0763153347eba5cd0457bee5944e%7C0%7C0%7C637903695477423242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ofzrocchjAfZTONgjYAB%2F3OsCI3pSsbIyHOdRaosDOk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fchildprotectsco%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.mitchell%40strath.ac.uk%7Ce18cdb081b154142638608da4a080165%7C631e0763153347eba5cd0457bee5944e%7C0%7C0%7C637903695477423242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FLeMzGwCW%2BGqCTIN1EJ2ZjROLQU7keg5wGcuuLG5OF4%3D&reserved=0

Announcements

1. The Promise Progress Framework

The Promise Scotland has published The Promise Progress Framework,
bringing together different national data with the aims of monitoring how
Scotland is doing as it works towards keeping The Promise - alongside the
framework is a webpage explaining the development of this work.

New Framework to understand progress towards keeping Scotland’s

romise

Guidance, Resources, and Information

2. Care Inspectorate — updated admissions guidance

The Care Inspectorate has updated its admissions guidance for residential
services and the protocol for use of the emergency bedroom in secure
accommodation services in Scotland. The guidance for matching looked
after children and young people sets out the Care Inspectorate’s
expectations for services to plan for and assess the needs of children and
young people before a placement begins. The protocol and procedures for
secure accommodation aims to ensure consistent and safe practice
around the use of emergency beds - a single secure bedroom which is not
an integral part of one of the secure houses.

Revised guidance for children and young people's residential services

3. OFCOM - codes of practice and guidance

Ofcom has published its first-edition codes of practice and guidance on
tackling illegal harms online as well as an age assurance and children’s
access statement which seeks to prevent children’s access to
pornographic material online.

The publications aim to help technology companies comply with the safety
duties in the UK’s Online Safety Act. Tech providers are required to
undertake risk assessments related to illegal harms to children and adults
using their platforms by 16 March 2025. Subject to the Codes completing
the Parliamentary process, from 17 March 2025, providers will also need
to implement the safety measures set out in the Codes or use other
effective measures to protect users from illegal content and activity.
Statement: protecting people from illegal harms online

Statement: Age Assurance and Children’s Access - Ofcom



https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.plan2430.scot%2Fmedia%2F0l2hgboh%2Fprm004_progress_report_plan24-30_s2_v2.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ceuan.currie%40strath.ac.uk%7C56f9dad41f14490d605508dd1f51cf3b%7C631e0763153347eba5cd0457bee5944e%7C0%7C0%7C638701158400959135%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ESwUqbxSxz5wZ5izESXOTP0qmnjHvWinqFyxRoPFqg4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.plan2430.scot%2Fthe-promise-story-of-progress%2Fthe-promise-progress-framework&data=05%7C02%7Ceuan.currie%40strath.ac.uk%7C56f9dad41f14490d605508dd1f51cf3b%7C631e0763153347eba5cd0457bee5944e%7C0%7C0%7C638701158400984875%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O4DSrnFLvBIpzfr3W4MrWv9%2Bdwi5%2Bl8S7wQICCuHHVU%3D&reserved=0
https://thepromise.scot/news/new-framework-to-understand-progress-towards-keeping-scotland%E2%80%99s-promise
https://thepromise.scot/news/new-framework-to-understand-progress-towards-keeping-scotland%E2%80%99s-promise
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F18U9bIwt8m62lPIpqHQLtmn2Iq07&data=05%7C02%7Ceuan.currie%40strath.ac.uk%7C25fa56b8a78141c2990408dd2e3cf26c%7C631e0763153347eba5cd0457bee5944e%7C0%7C0%7C638717561479853633%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LQEJydhGbu3rMONNhRmKmieQttm6sACiU4aIOuuAhT0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F18U9cs6IBnGvBP8cmiLfX3rO4UXe&data=05%7C02%7Ceuan.currie%40strath.ac.uk%7C25fa56b8a78141c2990408dd2e3cf26c%7C631e0763153347eba5cd0457bee5944e%7C0%7C0%7C638717561479896076%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EDIyQoC3o3aKmXLpkj1Thmmt00bgUqhZg%2FjZazeY1es%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/online-safety/protecting-children/statement-age-assurance-and-childrens-access/
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/online-safety/protecting-children/statement-age-assurance-and-childrens-access/

4. NSPCC - CSA statistics

NSPCC Learning has updated its statistics briefing on child sexual abuse in
the UK. This briefing looks at data and statistics about child sexual abuse
to help professionals, and the organisations they work for, make
evidence-based decisions.

Child sexual abuse: statistics briefing

5. The Promise and Whole Family Wellbeing Fund

The Scottish Parliament’s Education, Children and Young People
Committee met on 15% January to discuss The Promise in relation to the
Whole Family Wellbeing Fund and heard from a panel of organisations and
local authorities. A recording of the session is available at the link below.
Education, Children and Young People Committee 2nd Meeting, 2025 |
Scottish Parliament Website

6. Lucy Faithfull Foundation — CSAE prevention blog

The Lucy Faithfull foundation has published a blog post on preventing
child sexual abuse and exploitation. The blog discusses the different forms
child sexual abuse can take and looks at factors that can aid prevention
such as: knowledgeable parents and carers; high-quality Personal, Social,
Health and Economic (PSHE) education for children and young people;
and professionals having a good understanding of the warning signs.

To get serious about protecting children, we need to talk about prevention
- Lucy Faithfull Foundation

Training, Learning Events and Resources

7. CELCIS Emerging Insights — GIRFEC implementation

CELCIS is hosting a webinar on the topic of GIRFEC implementation on 30t
January from 11.15am - 12.45pm. Bookings can be made at the link below.
Book your place — Emerging Insights Children’s Services Reform
Research: Getting It Right For Every Child (GIRFEC) and its
implementation — MS Teams

8. Tackling Sexual Abuse Scotland Conference


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F18UZfa1Db8GcfHcjn3Y1Ix7eGuTV&data=05%7C02%7Ceuan.currie%40strath.ac.uk%7C9c2879db392045bb736108dd33cf24c8%7C631e0763153347eba5cd0457bee5944e%7C0%7C0%7C638723686964991700%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7iViSDlcKpfATvHt70ujUpbPXohkr6xjvT1O9anGB%2BE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-education-children-and-young-people-committee/meetings/2025/education-children-and-young-people-committee-15-january-2025
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-education-children-and-young-people-committee/meetings/2025/education-children-and-young-people-committee-15-january-2025
https://www.lucyfaithfull.org.uk/we-need-to-talk-about-prevention/
https://www.lucyfaithfull.org.uk/we-need-to-talk-about-prevention/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/celcis/1539882
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/celcis/1539882
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/celcis/1539882

Holyrood Insight is hosting an online conference on Tackling Child Sexual
Abuse in Scotland on 18 March, from 09:15am - 1:30pm, with speakers
including CELCIS’s June Welsh and CPC Scotland’s Tam Baillie.

Child Sexual Abuse Conference - Holyrood Insight

9. CLAN Childlaw - UNCRC webinar

Clan Childlaw is hosting a webinar on the UNCRC and children’s rights to
family on 19 February, from 10:00am - 1:00pm.

10. Keeping Children Safe Online

Parenting Across Scotland is hosting a webinar on keeping children safe
online on 25 February, from 5:30pm - 6:30pm.

Research and Evidence Based Reports

11. Together - the state of children’s rights

Together (Scottish Alliance for Children’s Rights) has published the State Of
Children’s Rights in Scotland. This report explores babies’, children and young
people’s experiences of their rights through their own words, artwork and other
means of expression. These ‘stories’ offer a picture of life in Scotland in the year
that it incorporated the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) into
law.

State of Children's Rights

12. Child Poverty Practice Accelerator Fund

This report provides learnings and reflections from the evaluation support
offered during Round One of the Child Poverty Practice Accelerator Fund
(CPAF).

Reflections and lessons from Round 1 of the Child Poverty Practice
Accelerator Fund (CPAF)

13. Moving On From Care

The Scottish Government has published an analysis of views shared in the
recent consultation on the support available to young people as they leave
care and enter adulthood.

'Moving On' from care into adulthood: consultation analysis - gov.scot

14. Record Keeping In Residential Care


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.holyroodinsight.com%2Fconferences-and-events%2Fchild-sexual-abuse-scotland%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ceuan.currie%40strath.ac.uk%7C84ea7d85bd29422862b708dd37071ce4%7C631e0763153347eba5cd0457bee5944e%7C0%7C0%7C638727225867927472%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ddq1ydJtxZt6bi4AwCPd3zoXbo4%2FJhElQp6HBdCSmdc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.holyroodinsight.com/conferences-and-events/child-sexual-abuse-scotland/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clanchildlaw.org%2Fevents%2Funcrc-and-childrens-right-to-family-preserving-sibling-relationships%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ceuan.currie%40strath.ac.uk%7C84ea7d85bd29422862b708dd37071ce4%7C631e0763153347eba5cd0457bee5944e%7C0%7C0%7C638727225867996917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sb68asSXYNvXr793J5HR0PcRXk2G3mA6v6jq37mk8Og%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fcyber-scotland-week-2025-keeping-children-safe-online-webinar-tickets-1109231424049%3Faff%3DBluesky&data=05%7C02%7Ceuan.currie%40strath.ac.uk%7C84ea7d85bd29422862b708dd37071ce4%7C631e0763153347eba5cd0457bee5944e%7C0%7C0%7C638727225868010306%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wIKU5y%2BmPhVlgQ1gLFBUenCskMWsLxiAcpSA%2F1Hi3Bs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.togetherscotland.org.uk/media/3800/socrr2024_final.pdf
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.scot%2Fpublications%2Freflections-lessons-round-1-child-poverty-practice-accelerator-fund-cpaf%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ceuan.currie%40strath.ac.uk%7Cf7fddaebe18a46ada27808dd33a95e0a%7C631e0763153347eba5cd0457bee5944e%7C0%7C0%7C638723524735572825%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=asz5X591e61Xd9CNryQq%2BujLPcX4vJ9H%2BGqkDljSUJw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.scot%2Fpublications%2Freflections-lessons-round-1-child-poverty-practice-accelerator-fund-cpaf%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ceuan.currie%40strath.ac.uk%7Cf7fddaebe18a46ada27808dd33a95e0a%7C631e0763153347eba5cd0457bee5944e%7C0%7C0%7C638723524735572825%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=asz5X591e61Xd9CNryQq%2BujLPcX4vJ9H%2BGqkDljSUJw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.scot/publications/moving-care-adulthood-consultation-analysis-report/

New research has provided an analysis of record-keeping in residential
children’s homes in Scotland and emphasises the value of humanising
record-keeping for care experienced people by reframing this process as a
focus on memory keeping.

Full article: Everyday records or living archives? An analysis of record-
keeping in residential children’s homes in Scotland

15. SCRA child friendly scheduling evaluation

The Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration (SCRA) published an
evaluation report on one of the organisation’s Keeping The Promise
improvement projects, the Child Friendly Scheduling programme.
Child Friendly Scheduling — evaluation report published - SCRA

News and Opinion

» The Sunday Herald published an article by Tam Baillie, CPC Scotland
chair, which discussed the calls for a review of grooming gangs and
misinformation spread on social media.

Ill-informed social media posts are derailing action on child abuse |
The Herald

» Home Secretary Yvette Cooper has announced a new national-level
"rapid audit" of grooming gangs, plus new local inquiries. The
national three-month audit, led by Dame Louise Casey, will look at
"cultural and societal drivers" of child sex abuse. It will "properly
examine ethnicity data and the demographics of the gangs involved
and their victims”. The UK government will also support "victim-
centred" local inquiries in Oldham and up to four other "pilot" areas.
Ministers will also lay out a timetable for implementing all the
remaining recommendations from The Jay Review’s by Easter.
Yvette Cooper announces inquiries into grooming gangs - BBC News

> On 9t January, a case involving Romanian gang concluded at
Glasgow High Court, finding the five people accused guilty off
sexually abusing ten women and girls in Dundee.
Grooming gang convicted of raping women in Dundee - BBC News

» The Observer reported that the UK Government's Science,
Innovation and “unsatisfactory” and “uneven”, after bereaved father
and Chair of the Molly Rose Foundation, Ian Russell, wrote a
letter to the Prime Minister, Kier Starmer, stating that the UK
Government is going backwards with its online safety legislation.
Molly Russell’s father tells Starmer UK ‘going backwards’ on online
safety | Internet safety | The Guardian
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» MPs have voted against calls for a new national inquiry into
grooming gangs, following comments by Elon Musk. An amendment
was attached to the UK Government’s Children’s Wellbeing and
Schools Bill and the UK Government Home Secretary, Yvette Cooper,
announced that some recommendations from the national inquiry
into child sexual abuse in England and Wales (IICSA), including
mandatory reporting, will be taken forward. A coalition of 65
survivors, community leaders and charities have united to demand
urgent action from the UK Government on the IICSA
recommendations.

» The Mayor of Greater Manchester, Andy Burnham, Labour peer,
Harriet Harman, and Labour MP Sarah Champion have publicly
expressed their support for a limited or 'mini inquiry' into UK
grooming gangs, and Reform UK has suggested it may fund an
inquiry into grooming gangs if the UK Government fails to do so.

> Professor Alexis Jay, the Chair of the IICSA, told BBC Radio 4’s
Today programme that the Government should focus on
implementing the reforms that the report recommended rather than
undertake a new inquiry. Professor Jay will be questioned at a
session by the Home Affairs Committee on Tuesday, 21 January,
which will consider how far the recommendations of the IICSA have
gone and how institutions have responded.

> A new survey carried out by YouGov and The Times has reported on
the public reaction to Elon Musk and child grooming gangs, whilst a
separate YouGov survey commissioned by the Women'’s Policy
Centre has found that 76% of the public back a new national inquiry
into child grooming gangs.

» The Children and Young People’s Commissioner for Scotland has
announced that future decisions to prosecute children and young
people must meet UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC) standards following the first ever UNCRC Act case in
Edinburgh’s High Court.

Future decisions to prosecute children must meet UNCRC Act
standards - The Children and Young People's Commissioner
Scotland

You can let us know what you think about the bulletin, provide information for
inclusion in future editions or request removal from the mailing list.
Contact us at cpcscotland-liaison@strath.ac.uk
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content
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of the linked documents or websites.

From: [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>

Sent: 16 January 2025 17:36

To: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>
Cc: Communications Justice and Home Affairs
<CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
Communications Education & Skills <CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
Andrew Watson <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; lan Donaldson <[section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Director for Children and Families
<DirectorforChildrenandFamilies@gov.scot>; Deputy Director for Children's Rights,
Protection and Justice <ddcrpj@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <[section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
Subject: RE: FOR URGENT POLICY VIEWS: Grooming gangs national audit - Bauer

Extending to community safety leads for views also

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Sent: 16 January 2025 16:56

To: To: [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]gov.scot>;

Cc: Communications Justice and Home Affairs
<CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
Communications Education & Skills <CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>;
Andrew Watson <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; lan Donaldson <[section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Director for Children and Families
<DirectorforChildrenandFamilies@gov.scot>; Deputy Director for Children's Rights,
Protection and Justice <ddcrpj@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Subject: RE: FOR URGENT POLICY VIEWS: Grooming gangs national audit - Bauer

Hi

Justice colleagues — please review below for additional input as required from your
perspective

To note we were not cited by UKG on today’s announcement — unless other bits of SG were.

. Child sexual abuse and exploitation is an abhorrent crime and has a devastating
impact on victims and families.
. We do not expect the UK Government's newly announced review to include

Scotland, however we are already taking direct action through the independent Scottish
Child Abuse Inquiry.

. This Inquiry remains independent and it is the responsibility of its Chair Lady Smith to
decide how the Inquiry fulfils its terms of reference.



. We will continue to consider learnings from the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual
Abuse in England and Wales and any further findings from national and international
evidence.

. In the meantime, it is crucial to focus efforts and resource on working with partners
across the system to support embedding and implementation of the National Child
Protection Guidance and the work of our new National Strategic Group on Child Sexual
Abuse and Exploitation.

Background:
National Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation Strategic Group - gov.scot

Thanks
[section 38(1)(b)]

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Sent: 16 January 2025 16:38

To: [section 38(1)(b)]gov.scot>;[section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Andrew Watson <[section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; lan Donaldson <[section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>; Director for Children
and Families <DirectorforChildrenandFamilies@gov.scot>; Deputy Director for Children's
Rights, Protection and Justice <ddcrpj@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <[section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>;

Cc: Communications Justice and Home Affairs
<CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
Communications Education & Skills <CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
Subject: RE: FOR URGENT POLICY VIEWS: Grooming gangs national audit - Bauer

*copying additional colleagues*

[section 38(1)(b)] (he/him)

Media Manager

Education and Skills

Scottish Government | [section 38(1)(b)]

@scotgovedu | gov.scot | @scotgov

From: [section 38(1)(b)]gov.scot>

Sent: 16 January 2025 16:31

To: [section 38(1)(b)]gov.scot>;[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]J@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Andrew Watson <[section
38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; lan Donaldson <[section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Director for Children
and Families <DirectorforChildrenandFamilies@gov.scot>; Deputy Director for Children's
Rights, Protection and Justice <ddcrpj@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <[section
38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;

Cc: Communications Justice and Home Affairs
<CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;
Communications Education & Skills <CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;


https://www.gov.scot/groups/national-child-sexual-abuse-and-exploitation-strategic-group/

Subject: FOR URGENT POLICY VIEWS: Grooming gangs national audit - Bauer
Policy colleagues

Bauer have asked us if the UKG’s newly announced ‘rapid national audit’ into grooming
gangs, plus new local inquiries, will apply in Scotland.

The journalist is happy with a simple yes or no but I'm mindful that other media may ask us
for lines (either about how it will apply in Scotland or, if not, what we are doing concerning
this issue).

Grateful for urgent views.
Thanks
[section 38(1)(b)]

Grooming gang scandal: Home Secretary Yvette Cooper announces 'rapid national audit'
into grooming gangs, plus new local inquiries - BBC News

[section 38(1)(b)]

Senior Media Manager

Justice and Home Affairs
Desk[section 38(1)(b)]

Scottish Government | news.gov.scot

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Sent: 03 January 2025 15:16

To: Cabinet Secretary for Education & Skills 2024 <CabSecES2024@gov.scot>

Cc: Minister for Higher and Further Education; and Minister for Veterans
<MinisterHFEV@gov.scot>; Minister for Children, Young People and The Promise
<MinisterCYPTP@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot[section
38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [section
38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Andrew Watson <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; lan Donaldson
<[section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; Director for Children and Families
<DirectorforChildrenandFamilies@gov.scot>; Deputy Director for Children's Rights,
Protection and Justice <ddcrpj@gov.scot>; Child Protection Mailbox
<Child_Protection@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)J@gov.scot>; [section 38(1)(b)|@gov.scot>;
Communications Education & Skills <CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>;
[section 38(1)(b)l@gov.scot>; Communications Justice and Home Affairs
<CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>

Subject: FOR CAB SEC VIEW: child sexual exploitation - Scottish Express

Afternoon PO/Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills,

CC: Minister for HE/FE and Veterans and Minister for Children, Young People and The
Promise,

The Scottish Express has approached us for comment on a story it is writing on child sexual
exploitation in Scotland. This is a follow up to UKG rejecting Oldham Council’s request for a
government-led inquiry into historical child sexual exploitation.

The journalist has asked:


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/cyv43zpr4pjt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/cyv43zpr4pjt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn4xnv02nr0o

. How many of the 13 recommendations in the Barnados/SCRA report have been
acted upon?

. Has SG commissioned a full multi-agency prevalence study into the scale and scope
of CSE in Scotland?
. What steps has SG taken to ensure that ‘victim blaming’ eradicated where children

who are the victims of rape by adults are described as engaging in ‘risky’ or ‘harmful’ sexual
behaviour?

. How many of the 44 action points identified in SG’s Child Sexual Exploitation Group
been fulfilled? And why was this group disbanded in 20207
. Why has there never been a grooming gang trial involving multiple defendants from

ethnic minority backgrounds, similar to those in Rotherham, Oldham, Rochdale and Telford?

| have liaised with policy colleagues and they have agreed that the final bullet point is for the
Crown Office/Police Scotland to respond to.

I’'ve copied in a draft response below, which policy colleagues are content with.

Grateful if PO can advise if Ms Gilruth is content on behalf of Ms Don-Innes.

Thanks,

[section 38(1)(b)]

DRAFT RESPONSE

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:

“The Scottish Government recognises the devastating impact that child sexual abuse and
exploitation has on children and families, which is why we are taking forward work to ensure
that children are protected from harm.

“The National Child Protection Guidance supports professionals and local areas to develop
effective response to child sexual abuse and exploitation. Additional guidance has also
recently been published to help identify, prevent and mitigate harm caused by children and
young people who display harmful sexual behaviour.

“A new Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation National Strategic Group has also been
established to provide expertise and increase cross-sectoral working to address the risks
and harms of child sexual abuse and exploitation in Scotland. The Group brings together key
stakeholders including social work, police, health and education, local authority
representatives, expert practitioners, charities, and research and academics.”

BACKGROUND

The new Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation National Strategic Group first met on 18
November 2024 and again on 11 December 2024.

National Guidance for Child Protection in Scotland 2021 - updated 2023 - gov.scot
QUERY
How many of the 13 recommendations in the Barnardo's/SCRA report have been acted

upon? In particular, has the SG commissioned a full multi-agency prevalence study into the
scale and scope of CSE in Scotland described as a matter of "urgency"?



In addition, what steps has the SG taken to ensure that 'victim blaming' is eradicated where
children who are the victims of rape by adults are described as engaging in 'risky' or 'harmful’
sexual behaviour?

Link to Barnardo's recommendations

How many of the 44 action points identified in the SG's Child Sexual Exploitation Group's
final report have been fulfilled?

And why was the group itself disbanded in 2020 when its stated aim of 'eradicating' CSE in
Scotland has clearly not been achieved.

Why has there never been a grooming gang trial involving multiple defendants from ethnic
minority backgrounds, as seen south of the border in Rotherham, Oldham, Rochdale, Telford
etc. We know that at least three major police investigations in Glasgow identified dozens of
suspects from ethnic minority backgrounds. Was there any political influence over this
decision by the Crown Office?

Liam Kerr may be lodging these and other questions (or similar) at the Scottish Parliament
today.

[section 38(1)(b)] (he/him) | Media Manager (Education & Skills)
Email: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot

Mobile: [section 38(1)(b)]

St. Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG

Programme(s) BBC Radio 4 Today

Date & time Tuesday 07 January 2025 7.32
Subject/Interviewee Grooming - Professor Alexis Jay
Duration 13:45

Newsreader: The former detective Maggie Oliver, who resigned from Greater Manchester Police because of the
way the force handled cases of grooming gangs, has said legislation announced by the Home Secretary last night
is a knee-jerk reaction to recent headlines. Yvette Cooper told MPs that it would become an offence for people in
authority to fail to report allegations of child sexual abuse. That was one of the 20 recommendations made by
Professor Alexis Jay following her inquiry into child sexual abuse, which concluded in 2022. We'll hear from her in
a few moments.

Nick Robinson, presenter: Musk, Starmer, Badenoch, Farage, we've heard from them all. There is, though, one
person we have not heard from on the vexed question of whether there's been a cover-up of the mass rape of girls
and young women by gangs of men of mainly Pakistani heritage. She is the woman who chaired the independent
inquiry into child sexual abuse, which reported more than two years ago, Professor Alexis Jay. She also led the
investigation more than a decade ago into mass gang rape in Rotherham. The irony of the debate in recent days
is most people complaining of a cover-up are, in fact, quoting reports carried out by Professor Jay.

Last night, the Home Secretary announced that she would be implementing two of her key recommendations:
mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse and comprehensive collection of the data about who exactly is alleged
to be carrying out this abuse.

When | spoke to her just a few minutes ago, | asked Professor Alexis Jay what would be different if those two
policies were in place now and if another Oldham or another Rotherham were to happen?



Professor Alexis Jay: Well, of course, the recommendations that we made in the final report covered all aspects
of child sexual abuse and were the big overarching issues, so they should apply to everything and not only to child
sexual exploitation, but of course including it. One of the more important aspects of what the Home Secretary
announced yesterday, of course, was mandatory reporting. Now, in the public inquiry, we always asked the many,
many victims with whom we were in contact, especially those who were witnesses, what would have made a
difference to your dreadful experience. We heard so often that when they plucked up the courage to talk to a
trusted adult, they expected something to happen that would stop the abuse, and it didn't.

NR: So, to spell it out, if a social worker or a counsellor or a police officer knew about child sexual abuse and failed
to report it, failed to act, are you saying that in the future, if this law is implemented, they would be prosecuted and
potentially imprisoned?

AJ: Yes, we would still have to know the detail of what would be in any legislation, of course, but that, in essence,
is what would be involved, and it would include also those in what we call positions of trust, and that would take
into account those such as priests or sports coaches as well as professionals.

NR: The other announcement was about a bit of jargon called a core data set.
AJ: Yes.

NR: Put simply, are you hoping that in future, if the government implement your recommendation as they promised,
that we will get data that allows people to say what is the ethnic background of people who are accused of and
may be found guilty of mass rape?

AJ: The data set is hugely important. Although it sounds somewhat bureaucratic and nerdy, it is essential because
we do not have a clear picture at the moment of the nature and scale of, for example, child sexual exploitation, but
also many other aspects of child sexual abuse, and that's why it is so important. There are inconsistencies across
the piece. It is absolutely the case, which we found, that some areas never record ethnicity of perpetrators or
indeed of victims, and that was one of the recommendations in the specific investigation we did into child sexual
exploitation. But the importance of data is essential to ensuring that we get a much better picture of what exactly
is going on in all aspects of child sexual abuse, including sexual exploitation.

NR: Are you saying that because of the lack of data, we simply don't know whether there are many more
Rotherhams and many more Oldhams? There may well be, but we still don't know.

AJ: There could be, but | wouldn't necessarily hang that issue on the matter of ethnicity. It's in general terms, and
we certainly—

NR: No, but your report — forgive me, your report looked into six towns that you focused on, and you found, did
you not, that there was not a reliable picture from these towns, that the data was confused and confusing — I'm
quoting your report — and in part that's because you said that people feared that their town or city might be labelled
“another Rotherham”.

AJ: That's just what | was about to go on to say to you. We were concerned that insufficient focus was being
placed on the data. The investigation report we conducted on child sexual exploitation did find a very confused
picture — a confused and confusing picture — and a very incomplete picture of child sexual exploitation across six
major areas, actually, geographically spread. We did that because we saw no point in looking only at those areas
where there had already been significant reviews, and some kind of profile had been given to the serious problems
of child sexual exploitation. We wanted to get a picture across the piece, across England and Wales.

NR: Does this not make the case for more inquiries into more towns and cities up and down the country? The MP
for Keighley, near Bradford, makes the case that he fears that the scale of this issue across the Bradford district
will dwarf that of Rotherham. Is there not a good argument now saying, "Let's look harder at what's happening right
across the country"?

AJ: No, | don't agree with that in the sense of requiring further and more detailed national inquiries into child sexual
exploitation. We have learned quite a lot from those reviews that have already been undertaken, but locally people
need to step up to the mark and do the sorts of things that have been recommended. | think there's something like
400 recommendations that we identified through a national charity in all the reviews that had already been carried
out, and many of those were simply not met.



NR: But if there's cover-up and collusion; if, as you say, we don't know what's happening because local officials
are not digging deep, what's the argument against having a national initiative to try and find out whether this is
happening not just in Rotherham and Oldham, not just in the six towns that you looked at but, maybe, the
Conservatives say, in 50 locations around the country?

AJ: No, I'm not suggesting that it's widespread now that officials, politicians, and others have avoided doing this.
There is a suspicion about it, but we don't know in some areas. But in general terms, of course, we believe that
people are well-intentioned in their local efforts to address any known problems about child sexual exploitation.

NR: Do you think a new national inquiry would actually be counterproductive? Are you arguing that it would get in
the way of taking the action that's required?

AJ: Well, | think that the time has passed for more inquiries. We've had enough of inquiries, consultations, and
discussions, and especially for those victims and survivors who've had the courage to come forward, and there are
many of them, across the piece, on child sexual abuse, not simply in child sexual exploitation, and they clearly
want action. And we have set out what action is required, and people should just get on with it locally and nationally.

NR: Do you think it would hinder the implementation of the measures you want to see if there were another inquiry?
AJ: It would certainly cause delays.

NR: So, you're clear you're not in favour of that. What do you make of those people making the calls then for
another inquiry? Do you think they are, to use a phrase that was used on your behalf yesterday by supporters of a
campaign group called Act on the IICSA — in other words, the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse — do
you think they are guilty of politicising this issue?

AJ: | would not attribute that to everyone, but | have certainly been very unhappy about the politicisation of child
sexual exploitation and child sexual abuse in the way that many people, sometimes in a very uninformed way,
have waded into the argument.

NR: Do you think billionaires in America know what's happening in Oldham or Rotherham?
AJ: I'm not prepared to answer that question.
NR: Because you don't want to talk about Elon Musk?

AJ: | don't wish to talk about any of those who have directly participated in the debate. I've made my position quite
clear.

NR: And just to be clear why you don't want to do that, do you think that risks distracting from the issues?

AJ: Yes, | do think it risks distracting from the issues. I've heard very little in the public discourse that's taken place
in the last few days — if you could dignify it with that description — that have mentioned children and the appalling
and lifelong effects that child sexual abuse can have on people.

NR: So those who are whipping this up are not focusing on what matters — on the victims themselves?
AJ: Mainly, that's the case in what | have heard of the debate.

NR: No, that couldn't be clearer now. So, what do you say to those who say that none of this would be happening
if this row hadn't happened, that the government had been forced to act because of the row that's taking place
now?

AJ: That is an interesting point, and of course, | am pleased that the subject matter and the inquiry
recommendations are finally getting the attention they deserve. But this is definitely not the way | would have
chosen for it to happen. But it has had the effect of moving on the agenda.

NR: In other words, these changes would not have happened if this row had not had happened?

AJ: No, | can't say that because we have a relatively new government in place, and we — | myself and others in
the campaigning grouping — have been interacting with the government, although not extensively. But
nevertheless, we certainly would have hoped that we were moving in the direction of implementation. And it may
well have given it some kind of impetus to move forward.

NR: So, to be clear, this has happened quicker than it might otherwise have done?



AJ: Yes, that's correct.

NR: Professor Alexis Jay, who led the independent inquiry into child sexual abuse, thank you very much for talking
to us.

Ends

[out of scope]

From: Tam Baillie <[section 38(1)(b)|@live.co.uk>

Sent: Friday, January 10, 2025 9:27 AM

To: Tam Baillie <[section 38(1)(b)]@renfrewshire.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Catch up today

Hi [section 38(1)(b)] - thanks for this. | did catch the Ministers questions on the call for
grooming gangs. [section 30(c)]. | wanted to speak to you about it, but things have swiftly
moved on and | have ended up submitting a piece to The Herald for publication tomorrow.
The line taken is that we support the 'more action, less inquiry' line of Alexis Jay - and | have
focussed on the IICSA findings and recommendations being just as relevant for Scotland
(mainly) - and the call for urgent action pertains to Scotland as much as England and Wales.
That said, | do acknowledge progress made in Scotland.

[out of scope]

On meeting up next week - here are some times:
14th - 10-5pm, except 1.30-2.30

15th - 10- 5pm

16" - 12-5pm

Hope this helps

Take care and speak soon.

Tam B

From: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot <[section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>
Sent: Thursday, January 9, 2025 6:37 PM

To: [section 38(1)(b)]@renfrewshire.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: Catch up today

Sorry Tam. This week has been completely written off with CSAE reactive work. Did you
catch the topical Parliamentary Question on Tuesday? Meeting of the Parliament:
07/01/2025 | Scottish Parliament Website [out of scope].

It's a contracted week for me next week as off on Monday and most of Tuesday and at an in
person meeting in Glasgow for most of the day on Thursday. Do you have any availability on
Friday 17"?

[section 38(1)(b)][section 38(1)(b)] | Head of Child Protection Unit | Children’s Rights,
Protection and Justice Division | Directorate for Children and Families | Scottish Government
| Mobile: [section 38(1)(b)] | email: [section 38(1)(b)]@gov.scot


https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-07-01-2025?meeting=16182&iob=138212
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-07-01-2025?meeting=16182&iob=138212
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