
Attendees: 

• [redacted s32] 

• [redacted s32] 

• [redacted s32] 

• [redacted s32] 

• [redacted s32] 

 

• John Somers – Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights (Chair) 

• Simon Cuthbert–Kerr – Deputy Director – Public Health Capabilities 

• [redacted s38] – Head of Health Protection Unit 

• [redacted s38] – Safe Access Zones Bill – Team Leader 

• Kavita Chetty – Deputy Director – Human Rights and Mainstreaming 

• [redacted s38] Mainstream and Inclusion Strategic Lead 

• [redacted s38] – Unit Head – Inter-Governmental Relations  

• John Primrose – Deputy Director – International Relations 

• Mark Boyce – Head of Scotland House London 

• [redacted s38] Head of EU and International Relations – Scotland House London 

  

Summary of Discussion 

• Following introductions JS, set the context for the meeting explaining the role of 
SG officials to represent the policy position of Scottish Ministers and offer a 
factual briefing on the Safe Buffer Zone Legislation passed by the Scottish 
Parliament within the framework of the UK Devolution settlement. 

• In opening remarks the US delegation explained their respective roles and the 
purpose of their visit to the UK – [redacted s32] 

• [redacted s32] 

• SG offered an overview of the rationale and the intended impact of the buffer 
zone legislation, the discussion which followed addressed the following issues: 

o Rationale for safe access zones being defined as 200 metres 



o How the zone extends to activity taking place within private property 

o Threshold for an offence, how does the Act define/ determine whether 
specific actions/ behaviours are prohibited 

o Different tiers through which a potential offence is adjudicated 

o Impact or otherwise on the right to religious expression and prayer 

o Number of offences which have been recorded under the act to date 

o Public sentiment in Scotland with regards to the Act and the provision of 
reviewing the legislation to ensure the law remains fit for purpose. 

• SG also provided a broader overview of how freedom of expression is embedded 
and deeply integrated into the Scottish Government’s values led and rights 
based approach when considering all prospective legislation. 

• [redacted s32] 

• The meeting concluded with agreement that Scotland and the US share a strong 
relationship which we look forward to continuing. 

 

ENDS 

 

 


