
 
Annex A 

Regulation 11 - Personal Data 
 

While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, in this instance an exception 
under Regulation 11, personal data, has been applied to some of the information requested.  
 
Information has been redacted under Regulation 11 (Personal Data), as it contains personal 
information and disclosing it would contravene the data protection principles in Article 5(1) of 
the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) and in Section 34(1) of the Data Protection 
Act 2018.  
 
This exception is not subject to the ‘public interest test’. 

 
Regulation 10(4)(e) - Internal communication 

 
While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, in this instance an exception 
under Regulation 10(4)(e), internal communication, has been applied to some of the 
information requested.  
 
This exception is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all the 
circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing the 
information outweighs the public interest in applying the exception.  
 
We have found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exception. 
We recognise that there is some public interest in releasing the information as part of an 
open, transparent and accountable government.  However, this is outweighed by the greater 
public interest in allowing Scottish Government officials and ministers a private space to 
share free and frank views for the purpose of deliberation of any given policy. 

 
Regulation 10(4)(d) – Material in the course of completion 

 
While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, in this instance an exemption 
under Regulation 10(4)(d), material in the course of completion, unfinished documents, or 
incomplete data has been applied to some of the information requested. This has been 
applied to a draft version of the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority’s Group Strategy. The 
Energy Act 2004 requires the Strategy is reviewed and published at least every 5 years, with 
the most recent being published in March 2021. The final Strategy incorporates stakeholder 
views, feedback and responses to the consultation on our draft Strategy.  
 
This exception is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking into account all the 
circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing the 
information outweighs the public interest in applying the exception. 
 
We have found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exception. 
We recognise that  there is a public interest in disclosing information as part of an open, 
transparent and accountable government. However, there is a greater public interest in 
allowing a private space for officials to consider draft content of letters to ensure that factual 
and accurate information is released in the public domain.  
 
As we have applied Regulation 10(4)(d), under Regulation 13(d) a public authority must also 
outline when the information will be completed. The finalised Strategy will be published by 
March 2026. Further information on the NDA’s current Strategy can be found published here: 
Nuclear Decommissioning Authority: priorities and progress 
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/nuclear-decommissioning-authority-priorities-and-progress#strategy


 
 

Annex B 
What Annual Meeting with the Chief Executive Officer and Chair of 

the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) 
 

Where Join the meeting now  
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]  
 

When 29 April 1530-1600 

Key message(s) To reinforce the importance of continued co-operative working 
to deal with the nuclear legacy in Scotland and acknowledge 
the important role of the NDA. 
 

Who Peter Hill CBE, NDA Chair 
David Peattie, NDA Chief Executive Officer 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], NDA Scottish Stakeholder 
Engagement Lead 
 

Why The NDA Governance Framework sets out that the NDA Chair 
and Chief Executive Officer will meet annually with Scottish 
Ministers to discuss the NDA’s Strategy, priorities, 
performance, its current and future activities, and any policy 
developments relevant to those activities. 
 

Supporting 
officials  

Anne Aitken, Deputy Director – Environmental Quality and 
Resilience 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], Policy Officer – Radioactive 
Substances and Nuclear Decommissioning 
 

Briefing 
contents 

Annex A: Agenda 
 
[Out of Scope] 
 
Annex C: Steering Briefs 
 

 
ANNEX A 

OUTLINE AGENDA 
 
 

1. Welcome and Intro 
 

2. NDA Group Update  
 

3. Update on NDA’s Mission Progress 
 

4. NDA’s Role in Scotland 
 

5. NDA support for SG priorities  
 

6. AOB – Site Visits 
 

 
[Out of Scope] 



 
ANNEX C 

 

 
 
 
Top Lines 
• Scottish Ministers acknowledge the important role the NDA has in 
Scotland both in dealing with Scotland’s nuclear legacy, and investing in Scottish 
communities. 
 
 

 
 
Top Line 
• I am grateful for the NDA’s support on managing the nuclear legacy and also 
in support the achievement of wider Scottish Government objectives. 
 

Agenda Item 1 – Welcome and Introductions 
 
[Out of Scope] 
 
NDA’s 20th Anniversary 
 
We understand that Mr Peattie may mention the 20th anniversary of the NDA.  The NDA 
commenced operations on 1st of April 2005 and oversees the clean-up of 17 sites in the 
UK.  Notable achievements over the last 20 years; 
 

• Safely defueling all of the Magnox reactors, removing 99 percent of the 
radioactive hazard on the sites housing them. 

• Removing and safely destroying around 68 tonnes of highly radioactive liquid 
metal coolant from the Dounreay Fast Reactor, on the Dounreay site. 

• Reprocessing 9,000 tonnes of spent nuclear fuel, generating £9 billion in revenue 
for UK. 

• Re-using or recycling waste where possible, diverting 98% of waste from having 
to be disposed of at the NDA’s low level waste repository, preserving capacity 
and saving nearly £50 million in the past year. 

 
[Out of Scope] 

 
  

AGENDA ITEM 2 – NDA Group Update 
 
The NDA is a UK wide non-departmental public body created through the Energy Act 
2004. The NDA is the key delivery body for nuclear decommissioning in Scotland and 
also supports the delivery of our Scottish policies.  The NDA is sponsored by the 
Department for Energy Security and Net Zero and for many aspects of its work in 
Scotland, the NDA is accountable to Scottish Ministers and the Scottish Parliament. 
 
The NDA owns 17 sites (including Sellafield and Dounreay) across England, Wales and 
Scotland.  The NDA has an annual budget in the region of £4BN for its UK wide 
operations, the majority of which comes from UK Government budgets and the remainder 
from the NDA’s commercial operations.  Annually the NDA spends in the region of £280 
million of its budget in Scotland.  This supports over 2000 jobs and over 400 supply chain 
companies.  This is likely to increase in the coming years with the transfer of additional 
sites. 
 
[Redacted: Reg 10(4)(e)] 
 
 



[Redacted: Reg 10(4)(e)] 

 
 
Top Line 
• Our top priority for Scottish nuclear sites is for these to be decommissioned 
in a safe and secure manner with care for people and the environment. 
 
Potential Questions 
• [REDACTED: OUT OF SCOPE] 
 
• [REDACTED: OUT OF SCOPE] 
 
• What do you anticipate will be the impact on jobs and the wider communities 
from the transition to NDA of further sites?  
 
[Redacted: Reg 10(4)(e)] 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 3 – Update of NDA’s Mission Progress 
 
The three main Scottish NDA sites are Dounreay, Chapelcross and Hunterston A.  In 
addition the NDA will take ownership of the two EDF sites in Scotland: Hunterston B (in 
April 2026) and Torness (likely to be in the mid 2030’s).   
 
Dounreay, Highlands 
Dounreay is one of the most complex and technically challenging nuclear sites to clean 
up in the world. [REDACTED: OUT OF SCOPE] 
 
Hunterston A, North Ayrshire/Chapelcross, Dumfries and Galloway 
Decommissioning work continues to progress but significant challenges remain at these 
sites as very little thought was put into the decommissioning phases when they were 
constructed in the 1950’s and 60’s.  There are also challenges around maintaining the 
skilled workforce and the transition of the local communities from economic dependence 
on decommissioning activity.   
 
Future Mission – NRTE Vulcan 
The NDA are also working with MoD to consider the future transfer of the Vulcan Naval 
Reactor Test Establishment facility (which is adjacent to the Dounreay site) for 
decommissioning.  In 2022 a joint MOD-NDA project team was stood up to consider 
where responsibility for decommissioning the Vulcan site would best sit. This has 
recommended that the NDA takes ownership of the Vulcan site once its operational 
activities have ceased, to seek decommissioning efficiencies between the Vulcan and 
Dounreay sites.   

 
Under the Energy Act 2004, any potential transfer to the NDA will require a Direction to 
be made jointly by the Secretary of State and by Scottish Ministers, designating the 
Vulcan site for the purposes of transferring decommissioning responsibilities to the NDA.  
The final transfer will also require Ministerial approval.   

 
[REDACTED: OUT OF SCOPE] 



[REDACTED: REGULATION 10(4)(e)] 

AGENDA ITEM 4 – NDA's Role in Scotland 

[REDACTED: REGULATION 10(4)(e)]  



 
 
Top Line 
• I am grateful for the NDA’s ongoing support with our review on our Higher 
Activity Waste (HAW) Policy and Strategy. 
 
Potential Questions 
 
•      Can you provide an update on the progress of the UK GDF program?  

 
•      [REDACTED: OUT OF SCOPE] 
 
•      [REDACTED: OUT OF SCOPE] 
 
 

Agenda Items 5 – NDA Support for SG Priorities 
 
As discussed at your meeting with officials on Thursday 24th April, we are in the process 
of reviewing our Higher Activity Radioactive Waste (HAW) Policy published in 2011.  Our 
current policy is for near surface, near site management of HAW.  While a large 
proportion of HAW in Scotland can be managed and disposed of in this way there is a 
volume of HAW in Scotland that will never be suitable for near surface disposal and our 
policy sets out that a decision will be made about what to do with this waste sometime 
between 2030 and 2070.   
 
The policy in England and Wales (as well as a number of other countries internationally) 
for this waste is to dispose of it in a deep geological disposal facility (GDF). GDF involves 
isolating the waste deep underground in suitable geological formations and placing it in 
highly engineered vaults and tunnels which keep the waste safe and secure over the 
many thousands of years it will take for the radioactivity to naturally decay.  There are 
currently three Community Partnerships in discussions with the NDA about becoming the 
host location for a UK GDF, two of those are in Cumbria and one in Lincolnshire. GDF is 
ruled out in the 2011 Policy as not being considered a viable option at that time but we 
have heard stakeholder views in our review work so far that have suggested that the 
understanding of the GDF process has advanced and that GDF still remains the only 
option other than indefinite storage for this waste.  This meeting could be an opportunity 
to hear first-hand about the UK GDF programme as context for our review work. 
   
[REDACTED: OUT OF SCOPE]  
 
Support for wider SG priorities - Revised Socio Economic Strategy 
The NDA has a duty in the Energy Act 2004 to have regard for the impact of its activities 
on communities living near its sites. The NDA published a revised socio-economic 
strategy in April 2024, which describes how the NDA works with local partnerships, 
including high level site by site action plans.  The NDA also published a Dounreay socio-
economic annual review in March 2025 for 2023/24 that outlines the work they have done 
that has benefited the local community. 
 
 



Top Line 
• I am happy to consider a visit to one of the NDA’s sites in Scotland as diary
commitments allow.

[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
Head of Safety Regulation for Decommissioning, Fuel and Waste Sites 
Office for Nuclear Regulation 
1st Floor, Building 4 North 
Redgrave Court 
Merton Road 
Bootle 
L20 7HS 

For the attention of [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 

Our Reference: D/ONR/1428N 
9th April 2025 
Dear [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 

PARTICLE FIND ON DOUNREAY WEST FORESHORE – 7TH APRIL 2025 (DF/25/003) 1 
HOUR COUNT RESULTS 

During a statutory survey of the Dounreay West Foreshore using a vehicle fitted with an 
upgraded version of Groundhog Evolution TM, on 7th April 2025, a radioactive “particle” was 
detected at co-ordinates E298368, N967061 within the site license boundary on Dounreay 
West Foreshore and designated as DF/25/003. The particle, found at a depth of 11cm, and 

Agenda item 6 - Ministerial visits to NDA sites 

The NDA are likely to suggest that you visit one of the NDA sites in Scotland to help gain 
a deeper understanding of the decommissioning work being undertaken in Scotland and 
see some of their work first hand.  A site visit would also be an opportunity to meet some 
of the workforce and community representatives near the relevant site.  Given its location, 
a visit to Dounreay, near Thurso, may take up a significant amount of diary time.  The 
Chapelcross site in Dumfries and Galloway with its links to wider development work 
around the transition to green energy may provide a good link into your wider portfolio. 

Our view is that a visit to one of the decommissioning sites in Scotland would be useful 
both in terms of the optics of being seen to take an interest in decommissioning work and 
its impact on local communities, and in gaining an understanding of the scale and 
complexity of decommissioning work being undertaken.  We can liaise with Comms and 
Private Office regarding the most suitable site and the necessary arrangements in due 
course if you agree in principle. 



surrounding sand were removed and taken to the Dounreay laboratory. The contact dose rate 
for the particle was reported as 20 mSv/hr beta & gamma and 80 μSv/hr gamma. 
 
This letter provides information for two one-hour counts of this particle. The data obtained from 
the one-hour counts is presented in Table 1, the data from the sixteen-hour count will follow 
when available by a separate letter. 
 
If you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact [Redacted: Reg 
11(2)] on [Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@dounreay.nrservices.uk, who will be pleased to assist. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
Head of Safety & Environment 

 
Nuclear Restoration Services Limited, a company owned by the 

Nuclear Decommissioning Authority 
Registered Office: Hinton House, Birchwood Park Avenue, Risley, 

Warrington, Cheshire WA3 6GR Registered in England & Wales under 
Company No. 2264251. 

 
Cc:  

[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], SEPA 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], FSS 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], COMARE 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], COMARE 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], Scottish Government 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], SEPA (for PRAGD) 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], SEPA (for PRAGD) 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], Scottish Government 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Table 1 – Details of 1 hour count for particle ref DF/25/003 

 
 Cs-137 

result 
or 
LOD 

Cs-137 
Uncertaint
y 

Co-60 
result 
or 
LOD 

Co-60 
uncertaint
y 

Nb-94 
result 
or 
LOD 

Nb-94 
uncertaint
y 

Cs-134 
result 
or 
LOD 

Cs-134 
uncertaint
y 

Am-241 
result 
or 
LOD 

Am-241 
uncertaint
y 

 
Comment
s 

One 
hour 
coun
t 

1.30E+0
6 

6.0 <5.6E+0
1 

NA <7.7E+0
1 

NA <8.7E+0
1 

NA <3.1E+0
3 

NA 1st One 
hour 
count 

One 
hour 
coun
t 

1.30E+0
6 

6.0 <5.2E+0
1 

NA <8.0E+0
1 

NA <8.5E+0
1 

NA <3.1E+0
3 

NA 2nd One 
hour count 

 
 

Notes to accompany Table 1: 
 

1. All results shown in Bq/sample 
 

2. The uncertainty is a percentage of the Bq/sample activity value expressed with 95% confidence. The uncertainties are 
based purely on counting statistics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
Head of Safety Regulation for Decommissioning, Fuel and 
Waste Sites Office for Nuclear Regulation 
1st Floor, Building 4 
North Redgrave Court 
Merton Road Bootle 
L20 7HS 

For the attention of [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 

Our Reference: D/ONR/1427N  

9th April 2025 

Dear [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 

PARTICLE FIND ON DOUNREAY WEST FORESHORE – 7TH APRIL 2025 
(DF/25/003) ONE HOUR AND SIXTEEN HOUR COUNT RESULTS 

During a statutory survey of Dounreay West Foreshore using a vehicle fitted with an 
upgraded version of Groundhog Evolution TM, on 7th April 2025, a radioactive 
“particle” was detected at co-ordinates E298368, N967061 within the site license 
boundary on Dounreay West Foreshore and designated as DF/25/003. The particle, 
found at a depth of 11cm, and surrounding sand were removed and taken to the 
Dounreay laboratory. The contact dose rate for the particle was reported as 20 
mSv/hr beta & gamma and 80 μSv/hr gamma. The results from the one-hour count 
have been reported separately, as the “particle” DF/25/003 has been categorised 
as significant. 

This letter provides information for the sixteen-hour count of this particle. The data 
obtained from the sixteen-hour count is presented in Table 1, together with the data 
from the one-hour count for ease of comparison. 

The sixteen-hour count data presented in this letter will be used to update the 
particles information presented on the Dounreay website. 



 

 

 

 

If you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] on [Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@dounreay.nrservices.uk, who will 
be pleased to assist. 

 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
Head of Safety & Environment 
 
Cc:  

[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], SEPA 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], FSS 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], COMARE  
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], COMARE 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], Scottish Government  
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], SEPA (for PRAGD) 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], SEPA (for PRAGD) 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)], Scottish Government 

 
 
 

Nuclear Restoration Services Limited, a company owned 
by the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority 

Registered Office: Hinton House, Birchwood Park Avenue, 
Risley, Warrington, Cheshire WA3 6GR Registered in 

England & Wales under Company No. 2264251. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Table 1 – Details of one hour & sixteen hour count for particle ref DF/25/003 
 
 Cs-137 

resul
t or 
LOD 

Cs-137 
Uncertain
ty 

Co-60 
resul
t or 
LOD 

Co-60 
uncertain
ty 

Nb-94 
resul
t or 
LOD 

Nb-94 
uncertain
ty 

Cs-134 
resul
t or 
LOD 

Cs-134 
uncertain
ty 

Am-241 
resul
t or 
LOD 

Am-241 
uncertain
ty 

 
Commen
ts 

One hour 
count 

1.30E+0
6 

6.0 <5.6E+0
1 

NA <7.7E+0
1 

NA <8.7E+0
1 

NA <3.1E+0
3 

NA 1st 
One 
hour 
count 

One hour 
count 

1.30E+0
6 

6.0 <5.2E+0
1 

NA <8.0E+0
1 

NA <8.5E+0
1 

NA <3.1E+0
3 

NA 2nd One 
hour 
count 

Sixtee
n 
hour 
count 

1.40E+0
6 

6.0 < 
1.3E+01 

NA < 
2.0E+01 

NA < 
2.1E+01 

NA 1.3E+03 30.4 Sixtee
n hour 
count 

 
Notes to accompany Table 1: 

 
1. All results shown in Bq/sample 
2. The uncertainty is a percentage of the Bq/sample activity value expressed with 95% confidence. The uncertainties are based 

purely on counting statistics. 



Radioactive Substances and Nuclear Decommissioning Policy Team 
2024/25 – Overview of Key Delivery Points 

To support the end of year process and development of further business 
planning, the Radioactive Substances and Nuclear Decommissioning Policy 
Team have produced a summary (but not exhaustive list) of key team 
achievements from 2024/25. 

Higher Activity Radioactive Waste Policy 2011/Strategy 2016 

We have made the most significant progress in a number of years against 
several key areas including; 

• Obtaining Ministerial agreement to review the policy and strategy and set the
scope for the initial stages of review;

• Conducted an initial round of stakeholder engagement which has built some
momentum for the review;

• Developed initial planning and development documents for the review process
including taking an agile approach as issues have arisen; and

• Completed and published public attitudes work on radioactive waste
management which supports our evidence base for review.

[Out of Scope] 

NDA Sponsorship 

We successfully discharged SG/Ministers responsibilities under the Energy Act 
2004/NDA Framework agreement including;  

• review of and laying the Annual Business Plan and Annual Report and
Accounts at the Scottish Parliament;

• supporting the 3 year review of the NDA Framework agreement;
• co-ordination of Ministerial input to a number of NDA Board appointments;

and
• regular liaison with NDA over operations in Scotland.

Joint Convention 

We also supported the UK process to report to the 8th Review of the Joint 
Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of 
Radioactive Waste Management including; 

• input to the development of the UK Country Report and Presentation;
• review of other contracting party country reports including raising specific

questions on points of learning for Scottish policy; and



• Support to the UK delegation at the review meeting in March 25.

Other issues 

• [Out of Scope]
• Supported the development of and obtained Ministerial support for a solution

for a longstanding issue regarding waste of overseas origin at Dounreay;
• [Out of Scope]
• [Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope] 

From: [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 25 April 2025 13:20 
To: [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 
11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Catriona Laing <Catriona.Laing@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Susie 
Townend <Susie.Townend@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Ragne Low <Ragne.Low@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; Director of Offshore Wind 
<DirectorOSW@gov.scot>; Andrew Hogg <Andrew.Hogg@gov.scot>; [Redacted: 
Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: 
Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
<[Redacted: Reg 11(2)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted: Reg 11(2)] <[Redacted: Reg 
11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Communications Net Zero, Energy and Rural Affairs 
<CommunicationsNetZero&RuralAffairs@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First 



 

 

 

 

Minister, Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot> 
Subject: Media query (PA) - Hunterston defuelling 
 
Hi all  
 
PA following up this morning’s story about the defueling of Hunterston and trying to 
move it on a bit with political overlay.  
 
[REDACTED: OUT OF SCOPE] 
 
Grateful for any thoughts/suggestions re the below 
 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 
“New nuclear power would be expensive, will take years to become operational and 
involves significant environmental concerns due to the radioactive waste which must 
be safely managed over many decades. 
 
“The Scottish Government is focussed on supporting growth and creating jobs by 
capitalising on Scotland’s immense renewable energy capacity rather than the 
distraction of new nuclear. 
 
“Earlier this year we confirmed support worth 20m for the development of XLCC’s 
new High-Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) subsea cable manufacturing facility at the 
Hunterston Terminal site. Investments like this will not just help increase Scotland’s 
offshore wind manufacturing capability, but support hundreds of high quality green 
jobs and drive new growth across the local, regional and national economies as part 
of our net zero transformation. 
 
“This is just the first in a series of strategic, commercial investments being delivered 
to harness the enormous potential of our offshore wind industry over five years.” 
 
Query 
 
Checking if there's any lines from the SG on the full defueling of the Hunterston B 
nuclear power station.  
 
In the release below Lord Hunt says the UK government is 'backing new nuclear'.  
 
It's also quite a big industrial milestone.  
 
Hunterston B power station in North Ayrshire has been defueled on time and on 
budget. It took less than three years to deliver this key milestone.  

• Hunterston B power station has been defueled on time and on budget, the 
first of the UK’s seven Advanced Gas-cooled Reactor (AGR) stations to be 
declared free of all spent nuclear fuel 

• Since 1976 Hunterston B has contributed more than £13.3 billion to the UK 
economy, and delivered nearly 300TWh of electricity, enough to power all 
Scotland’s homes for over 30 years. It also saved 172 million tonnes of CO2 
entering the atmosphere compared to gas fired power 



 

 

 

 

• The cost of defueling the power station was covered by the funds from the 
Nuclear Liabilities Fund (NLF), a specific fund set up in 1996 to pay for 
decommissioning 

• Focus now turns to preparing the station for transfer from EDF to Nuclear 
Restoration Services (NRS) to continue decommissioning. 

It has been confirmed that the station, which helped to power Scotland with low 
carbon electricity for 46 years, no longer holds any spent nuclear fuel on the site. It is 
the first station in the UK’s fleet of seven Advanced Gas-cooled Reactor (AGR) sites 
to be completely defueled. 
Formal confirmation came following a series of rigorous checks of the power station 
by the operator, EDF, and the independent regulator, the Office for Nuclear 
Regulation (ONR). 
Hunterston B Station Director, Andy Dalling, said: “Defueling the station on time and 
on budget has been down to the hard work and commitment of everyone involved 
and we are proud to have been able to deliver such an exceptional performance. 
“We are now fully focussed on getting the station ready to transfer from EDF to NRS 
for decommissioning in around a year’s time. Deconstruction of the site will take 
place over the coming years, with most of the people working here today staying at 
the site to carry out that job.” 
It took just two years and 10 months to remove all the fuel from the site and the work 
was delivered to budget using funds from the Nuclear Liabilities Fund (NLF), a ring-
fenced £20.6 billion fund set up in 1996 specifically to pay for the decommissioning 
of the current nuclear fleet. 
Mark Hartley is Managing Director of EDF’s Nuclear Operations business, he said: 
“The completion of defueling and confirmation the site is officially ‘fuel-free’ is a 
significant milestone in the station’s journey. Removing all the spent nuclear fuel 
unlocks the next phase of work and will allow decommissioning by NRS to progress 
as planned. 
“Hunterston B has proven itself an incredible asset for Scotland. Over its lifetime it 
has contributed more than £13.3 billion to the economy and supported thousands of 
jobs locally every year. It delivered during generation and now, with the successful 
completion of defueling, it has delivered on the commitment made by EDF to the UK 
Government.” 
In June 2021, EDF signed a contract with the UK Government to defuel all seven 
AGR stations across the UK before their transfer to NRS. Hinkley Point B in 
Somerset is expected to complete defueling by the end of 2025. 
Minister for Energy Security and Net Zero, Lord Hunt, said: “Hunterston B produced 
the equivalent of enough clean power for all of Scotland’s homes for over 30 years 
while supporting thousands of jobs – that’s why we are backing new nuclear as part 
of our Plan for Change to get Britain building and become a clean energy 
superpower. 
“Quick and effective decommissioning of old nuclear sites is vital for a successful 
nuclear industry, and today’s milestone demonstrates the UK’s leadership in this 
field.” 
Over the past three years 4,880 elements of spent fuel have been removed, 
processed and packaged into almost 350 large, specially engineered, flasks. The 
fuel was transported by rail by Nuclear Transport Services (NTS) from Hunterston B 
to Sellafield, in Cumbria, for long-term storage. 



The Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) is the public body responsible for the 
decommissioning of the 17 nuclear sites across the UK and is the parent body of 
NRS, NTS and Sellafield. 
NDA Group CEO, David Peattie, said: “This is a significant achievement, and I want 
to congratulate EDF, the staff at Hunterston B, and all those involved from the NDA 
group who worked tirelessly in partnership to make this happen. 
“We look forward to welcoming Hunterston B into our group.  We’re experts in 
nuclear decommissioning and nuclear waste management and we’re proud to utilise 
our specialist skills and capability to support the wider sector, for the benefit of the 
nation. 
“It’s why the Government has entrusted the NDA with the long-term 
decommissioning of AGRs, and we’ll continue to work closely with EDF to ensure the 
smooth transition of the site to Nuclear Restoration Services next year.” 
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Received a request for comment from PA, following up this morning's story on the 
completion of defueling at Hunterston B and highlighting comments from Lord Hunt 
about UKG approach to new nuclear (below). 
 
[REDACTED: REGULATION 10(4)(e)] 
 
Grateful if you could let us know if the Cab Sec is content for us to issue 
 
Thanks 
 
[Redacted: Reg 11(2)] 
 
SG spokesperson said: 
“The announcement that Hunterston B has achieved fuel free status is a positive 
step in the safe and secure cleanup of Scotland’s nuclear legacy. We welcome the 
contribution made by those in the industry who have worked tirelessly to achieve this 
milestone on time and without delay. 
 
“Earlier this year the Scottish National Investment Bank invested £20m in the 
development of XLCC’s new High-Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) subsea cable 
manufacturing facility at the former Hunterston Terminal site. This is part of the 
Scottish Government’s strategic investment of up to £500m over five years to 
harness the enormous potential of our offshore wind industry. 
 
“Investments like this will not just help increase Scotland’s offshore wind 
manufacturing capability, but support hundreds of high-quality green jobs and drive 
new growth across local, regional and national economies as part of our net zero 
transformation.” 
 
Query 
 
Checking if there's any lines from the SG on the full defueling of the Hunterston B 
nuclear power station.  
In the release below Lord Hunt says the UK government is 'backing new nuclear'.  
It's also quite a big industrial milestone.  
Hunterston B power station in North Ayrshire has been defueled on time and on 
budget. It took less than three years to deliver this key milestone.  

• Hunterston B power station has been defueled on time and on budget, the 
first of the UK’s seven Advanced Gas-cooled Reactor (AGR) stations to be 
declared free of all spent nuclear fuel 

• Since 1976 Hunterston B has contributed more than £13.3 billion to the UK 
economy, and delivered nearly 300TWh of electricity, enough to power all 
Scotland’s homes for over 30 years. It also saved 172 million tonnes of CO2 
entering the atmosphere compared to gas fired power 

• The cost of defueling the power station was covered by the funds from the 
Nuclear Liabilities Fund (NLF), a specific fund set up in 1996 to pay for 
decommissioning 

• Focus now turns to preparing the station for transfer from EDF to Nuclear 
Restoration Services (NRS) to continue decommissioning. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cyvq17enle8o


 

 

 

 

It has been confirmed that the station, which helped to power Scotland with low 
carbon electricity for 46 years, no longer holds any spent nuclear fuel on the site. It is 
the first station in the UK’s fleet of seven Advanced Gas-cooled Reactor (AGR) sites 
to be completely defueled. 
Formal confirmation came following a series of rigorous checks of the power station 
by the operator, EDF, and the independent regulator, the Office for Nuclear 
Regulation (ONR). 
Hunterston B Station Director, Andy Dalling, said: “Defueling the station on time and 
on budget has been down to the hard work and commitment of everyone involved 
and we are proud to have been able to deliver such an exceptional performance. 
“We are now fully focussed on getting the station ready to transfer from EDF to NRS 
for decommissioning in around a year’s time. Deconstruction of the site will take 
place over the coming years, with most of the people working here today staying at 
the site to carry out that job.” 
It took just two years and 10 months to remove all the fuel from the site and the work 
was delivered to budget using funds from the Nuclear Liabilities Fund (NLF), a ring-
fenced £20.6 billion fund set up in 1996 specifically to pay for the decommissioning 
of the current nuclear fleet. 
Mark Hartley is Managing Director of EDF’s Nuclear Operations business, he said: 
“The completion of defueling and confirmation the site is officially ‘fuel-free’ is a 
significant milestone in the station’s journey. Removing all the spent nuclear fuel 
unlocks the next phase of work and will allow decommissioning by NRS to progress 
as planned. 
“Hunterston B has proven itself an incredible asset for Scotland. Over its lifetime it 
has contributed more than £13.3 billion to the economy and supported thousands of 
jobs locally every year. It delivered during generation and now, with the successful 
completion of defueling, it has delivered on the commitment made by EDF to the UK 
Government.” 
In June 2021, EDF signed a contract with the UK Government to defuel all seven 
AGR stations across the UK before their transfer to NRS. Hinkley Point B in 
Somerset is expected to complete defueling by the end of 2025. 
Minister for Energy Security and Net Zero, Lord Hunt, said: “Hunterston B produced 
the equivalent of enough clean power for all of Scotland’s homes for over 30 years 
while supporting thousands of jobs – that’s why we are backing new nuclear as part 
of our Plan for Change to get Britain building and become a clean energy 
superpower. 
“Quick and effective decommissioning of old nuclear sites is vital for a successful 
nuclear industry, and today’s milestone demonstrates the UK’s leadership in this 
field.” 
Over the past three years 4,880 elements of spent fuel have been removed, 
processed and packaged into almost 350 large, specially engineered, flasks. The 
fuel was transported by rail by Nuclear Transport Services (NTS) from Hunterston B 
to Sellafield, in Cumbria, for long-term storage. 
The Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) is the public body responsible for the 
decommissioning of the 17 nuclear sites across the UK and is the parent body of 
NRS, NTS and Sellafield. 
NDA Group CEO, David Peattie, said: “This is a significant achievement, and I want 
to congratulate EDF, the staff at Hunterston B, and all those involved from the NDA 
group who worked tirelessly in partnership to make this happen. 



 

 

 

 

“We look forward to welcoming Hunterston B into our group. We’re experts in nuclear 
decommissioning and nuclear waste management and we’re proud to utilise our 
specialist skills and capability to support the wider sector, for the benefit of the 
nation. 
“It’s why the Government has entrusted the NDA with the long-term 
decommissioning of AGRs, and we’ll continue to work closely with EDF to ensure the 
smooth transition of the site to Nuclear Restoration Services next year.” 
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