
 
Case Reference 202500462990 FOI 
 
Relevant correspondence 
 
From: Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party 
Sent: 13 March 2025 14:09 
To:.gov.uk> : Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party 
Subject: RE: Equipment Act 2023 
 
It very much is, thanks : Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third 
party. I was presuming it hadn’t been implemented yet, just by virtue of the way the 
online material was phrased. We may come back to you once regs are in place but 
feels like a while off yet. 
 
: Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party Police Powers, 
Strategy & Sponsorship Unit 
Police Division 
 
He/him. Available by MS Teams or : Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal 
data of a third party 
 
 
From: : Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party 
Sent: 13 March 2025 13:25 
To: Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party Subject: RE: 
Equipment Act 2023 
 
Hi : Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party 
Hope the below is helpful. 
 
Equipment Theft (Prevention) Act 2023 
• As one part of efforts to help tackle rural crime, this government is committed 
to the implementation of the Equipment Theft (Prevention) Act and we fully support 
its intentions to tackle the theft and re-sale of high-value equipment, particularly for 
use in an agricultural setting. 
• The Act will help prevent equipment being stolen, make it harder for criminals 
to sell on stolen vehicles and equipment and assist the police with identifying owners 
of stolen equipment.  
• The Act requires secondary legislation before it can come into effect and we 
will publish the Government’s response to the Call for Evidence on the scope of the 
legislation soon. We intend to have the necessary regulations in place later this year. 
• We will be engaging with those affected by the proposals and who the hold 
the knowledge and expertise required to ensure we get the details right for the 
secondary legislation. 
 
Background 
The Equipment Theft (Prevention) Act 2023 was a Private Member’s Bill which aims 
to prevent equipment being stolen, make it harder for criminals to sell on stolen quad 
bikes and All-Terrain Vehicles (ATVs), and assist the police with identifying owners 
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of stolen equipment. The Act requires secondary legislation before it can come into 
effect. 
 
Quad bikes and ATVs are desirable due to the absence of security features, and a 
lack of preventative action from owners (principally farmers). This is exacerbated by 
the fact insurance policies replace equipment like-for-like with no questions asked, 
encouraging a cycle of theft and dis-incentivising owners to protect their property. 
The Act will require immobilisers and forensic markings to be fitted before sale to all 
new ATVs and quad bikes and to be registered on an appropriate database. The 
legislation states that this would be for dealers and retailers to action rather than 
manufacturers. 
 
The Government’s response to the Call for Evidence will be published as soon as 
possible. Before we can publish this response and the proposed scope, Whitehall 
collective agreement is required. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
: Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party UK Domestic, and 
Overseas Territories Engagement 
International Strategy Engagement & Devolution Directorate (ISED) 
  
Home Office | B 5.21, Queen Elizabeth House, 1 Sibbald Walk, Ediburgh, EH8 8FT 
: Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
From Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party 
Sent: Thursday, March 13, 2025 9:57 AM 
To: : Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third 
party@homeoffice.gov.uk> 
Cc: Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third 
party@homeoffice.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Equipment Act 2023 
 
Do you trust this email? This email originated from outside the Home Office, or came 
from a Home Office system that has not been certified. Please exercise caution 
before opening attachments or clicking on links within this email or any suspicious 
email, particularly from unknown senders.  
 
That’s hugely helpful thanks. 
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The immediate deadline for the new PQ is tomorrow but appreciate that’s unrealistic 
and I can use a holding line, assuming this info isn’t at your fingertips. Otherwise 
sometime next week is fine, cheers. 
 
: Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party Police Powers, 
Strategy & Sponsorship Unit 
Police Division 
 
He/him. Available by MS Teams or : Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal 
data of a third party Sent: 13 March 2025 09:25 
To: Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third 
party@homeoffice.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Equipment Act 2023 
 
Morning : Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party 
I’m good thanks, hope you’re well too.  
 
No problem, I’m looping in my colleague : Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – 
personal data of a third party who will take this forward and try and find out more 
information about this for you.  
 
Could I please check what your deadline is?  
 
Many thanks,  
: Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party International 
Strategy, Engagement & Devolution Directorate 
  
: Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party 
  
 
From: Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party Sent: 
Thursday, March 13, 2025 8:41 AM 
To: Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party Subject: 
Equipment Act 2023 
 
Do you trust this email? This email originated from outside the Home Office, or came 
from a Home Office system that has not been certified. Please exercise caution 
before opening attachments or clicking on links within this email or any suspicious 
email, particularly from unknown senders.  
 
Good morning : Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party I 
hope you’re well? 
 
Wonder if you could quickly assist my team and I? Over the last couple of weeks 
we’ve been getting a few questions about the Equipment Act 2023 and whether the 
Scottish Government would replicate this north of the border. We now have an oral 
PQ about rural crime early next week and my hunch is that the MSP will raise the Act 
as a supplementary. Available information about it appears to be at a premium 
beyond that link, which suggests that it came into force on 20/1/24, although the text 
at that link doesn’t suggest there are actually regulations in a place. 
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Could you or a colleague point me in the direction of a bit more info? I.e. is it actually 
in force and are there any statistics on its efficacy available? I understand Police 
Scotland are interested in it as well so, immediate pressure around the PQ aside, 
would be helpful context going forward. 
 
Thanks in advance. 
 
 Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal data of a third party Police Powers, 
Strategy & Sponsorship Unit 
Police Division | Scottish Government  
 
He/him. Available by MS Teams or : Redacted under Section 38(1)(b) – personal 
data of a third party 
 
Please be mindful that as of March 2025 my working hours are approximately 0800-
1630 and I do not work alternative Mondays. Thank you! 
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