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What Ethical Finance Global 2024 
 
The Ethical Finance Global Summit is an annual event held in 
Edinburgh that seeks to foster debate and dialogue across the 
sustainable finance sector. Taking place over 3 days (24th – 26th 
September), it is delivered by the Global Ethical Finance 
Initiative (GEFI) and takes place primarily at NatWest Group’s 
Gogarburn Campus, culminating in a drinks reception at 
Edinburgh Castle.  We are leveraging the summit as the 
opportunity to launch the report of and, following your 
clearance, the Scottish Government response to the Scottish 
Taskforce for Green and Sustainable Financial Services. 
 
You will participate in three events: 
 

[Redacted] 
 

2. Following this you will deliver the keynote speech and 
participate in a fireside discussion with the taskforce 
chair, David Pitt-Watson on the main conference stage. 

 
3. You are hosting an evening reception at Edinburgh 

Castle on Wednesday 25 Sept for summit attendees. 
 
The theme of this year’s summit is Progress or Procrastination? 
and your speech will focus on how the Scottish Government is 
driving progress towards a Net Zero Economy through the 
Green Industrial Strategy and the taskforce final report, which 
unlocks one of the strategy’s opportunity areas.   
 
[Redacted]. 
 

Where Events 1 and 2 – [Redacted] and Summit 
RBS/NatWest Conference Centre 
Gogarburn 
Edinburgh 
EH12 9BH 
 
Event 3 – Reception  
The Great Hall,  
Edinburgh Castle 
Castle Hill 
Edinburgh 
EH1 2NG 
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When Date: Wednesday 25 September 2024 
 
 [Redacted]  [Redacted] 

2 Main Stage Conference Time 
(Speech and Fireside Chat)  

09:30 – 10:15 

 [Redacted]  [Redacted]  

3 Edinburgh Castle Reception  18:50 – 20:15 

 
 

Key message(s) [Redacted] 

Who [Redacted] 
 
 

2. Main Summit: We anticipate approximately 300+ in 
person attendees from a domestic and global audience. 
Prominent attendees are likely to include representatives 
from academia, the City of London Corporation, 
Federated Hermes, and a range of British and global 
financial institutions including Sandra (Sandy) Boss, 
Chair of Blackrock UK  

 
[Redacted] 
 

3. Castle reception: We anticipate approx. 140 UK and 
international guests in attendance which will be made up 
from leaders in the finance industry, particularly in the 
fields of sustainable and green financial services. Ahead 
of the event itself, you will be joined in the Green room 
by: 

• Sandra (Sandy) Boss, Senior Managing Director 
and Chair of BlackRock UK 

• [Redacted] 
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ANNEX A 

Why An opportunity to celebrate the launch of the report by the 
Scottish Taskforce for Green and Sustainable Financial 
Services. You will be able to provide an initial response to its 
recommendations and will set the tone for the main day of the 
summit.  
 
This presents a wider opportunity to set out Scotland’s 
aspiration to pivot our financial services industry towards the 
opportunities of green, ethical, and sustainable financial 
services, as set out in our Green Industrial Strategy.  
 
 

[Redacted] [Redacted]. 
 

Speech details [Redacted] 
 
 

Supporting 
official  

[Redacted] 
 

Briefing contents Annex A: Full day Agenda for [redacted] and main summit 
event and Edinburgh Castle reception. 
 
Annex B: Key stakeholder bios [Redacted]. 
 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
 

[Redacted] 
 

[Redacted] 
 

[Redacted] 
 

[Redacted] 
 

[Redacted] [Redacted] 

[Redacted] [Redacted] 
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AGENDA FOR THE DAY OF 25 SEPTEMBER 
You are participating in [Redacted], then giving a keynote address / Q&A with 
Taskforce chair, David Pitt-Watson on the main summit stage.  
 
In the evening you are hosting and giving a short welcome address at the drinks 
reception at Edinburgh Castle. You will be informally introduced to key leaders from 
the industry throughout the day, however this is time sensitive and subject to 
change.  

 

[Redacted] 

2. Main Summit  

[Redacted] 
 

[Redacted] 
 

09:50 – 09:55  From the lectern, Master of Ceremonies 
(MC) Dr Sarah Ivory will introduce the 
session (keynote/fireside), welcoming 
you to the lectern to deliver a 5-minute 
keynote launching the ‘Scottish 
Taskforce for Green & Sustainable 
Financial Services’ final report 
 
[Redacted]. 
 

09:55 – 10:10  
 
 
 
 
[Redacted] 
 

When you conclude your address, you 
will introduce and invite David Pitt 
Watson to the stage for a 15 min fireside 
Q&A.  
 
[Redacted]. 

[Redacted] 
 

[Redacted] 
 

[Redacted] 
 

[Redacted] 
 

3. Edinburgh Castle evening reception  
 

 
18:50 

 
You will arrive and be met [Redacted] 
and [Redacted] escorted to the green 
room 
 

19:00 – 19:15  You will meet in the green room before 
your welcome address, with: 

• Sandy Boss Chair, Blackrock UK 
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[Redacted]. 

 
Suggested discussion points at page 10 

 

[Redacted] 
 
 
[Redacted] 
 

[Redacted] 
 
 
[Redacted] 

19:35 – 19:45 
 

[Redacted] 
 
Senior Castle Guide will then introduce 
Sandy Boss (TBC) to say a few words. 
 

[Redacted] 
 
 
 
 
 

[Redacted] 
 

[Redacted] 
 

[Redacted] 
 

 
[Redacted] 
 
 
 
[Redacted] 
 
 
Suggested discussion points/asks in Green Room Edinburgh Castle. 
 
Sandy Boss:  Chair, Blackrock UK 
I’m delighted to hear about your forthcoming move to a new office in Edinburgh. It’s 
great to see BlackRock’s commitment. What issues/impacts or trends are you seeing 
with regard to the wider financial services sector landscape in Scotland and the 
health/long-term trajectory of the sector? 
 
 
[Redacted] 
 
 
 

Annex B 
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Biographies 
 
[Redacted] 
 
Sandra (Sandy) Boss, Chair, Blackrock UK 

 
Sandra Boss is the Chair of BlackRock UK and a Senior 
Managing Director. She advises the Head of the International 
Business and is part of BlackRock’s Global Operating 
Committee and co-Chair of the Global DEI committee. Sandy 
joined BlackRock in May 2020 as Global Head of Investment 
Stewardship, launching the Voting Choice program. In 2023, 
she became COO for the Global Client business. Previously, 
she was an external member of the Prudential Regulation 
Committee at the Bank of England and a senior partner at 

McKinsey & Co. Sandy is a non-executive director at Elementis Global and Enstar 
Group and holds an MBA from Harvard Business School and a BA from Stanford 
University. 
 
[Redacted] 
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[Redacted] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Note of introductions at Edinburgh Castle evening reception hosted by Kate 
Forbes, Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Gaelic 
on Wednesday 25 September 2024 
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Readout:               

Meeting  Ethical Finance Global 2024  
Scottish Government hosted Edinburgh Castle evening reception 

When  
 

Wednesday 25 September 2024 
19:00 – 20:15 

Attendees 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Castle reception was attended by approx. 130+ guests. 
Before joining and welcoming the guests, DFM briefly met with the other speakers at 
the reception in the green room: 

• Sandra (Sandy) Boss, Senior Managing Director and Chair of BlackRock UK 

• [Redacted] 

• [Redacted] 

• (Nick Viney, Director, Derivative Operations, Blackrock) 

• [Redacted] 
 

Summary In the 15 mins prior to speeches, topics briefly discussed in the Green room included 
growing the Scottish economy and boosting investment, learning from other 
jurisdictions of what works well. 
Action Point:  

• SG officials to follow up with Blackrock, (Nick Viney) on potential further meeting 
between DFM/Sandy Boss 

• [Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
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