
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENT 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 04 November 2024 14:03 

To: Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 

Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; 
Permanent Secretary < PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; 
DG Strategy and External Affairs <dgsea@gov.scot>; Director of Economic Development 
<DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison 
<Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Donna MacKinnon <Donna.MacKinnon@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First 
Minister, Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>; Suresh Kumar <Suresh.Kumar@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]3@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Martin Johnson <Martin.Johnson@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 

Subject: BRIEFING - DETA Summit - Barcelona - 02-06 November 
 
Hi [REDACTED], 
 
With thanks to the rest of the team who pulled the bulk of this together, please see attached 
briefing pack and speaking bullets for the DETA Summit in Barcelona.  
 
We are still awaiting confirmation from the Catalonian Business Minister’s office of a meeting on 
Wednesday evening, however, it’s highly likely that are occupied with other matters relating to the 
floods. On that front, we were made aware by the Catalonian Government this morning of the 
weather situation in Barcelona today and that the airport is currently flooded. We have contacted 
DEXA for any additional advice or commentary their side and are continuing to monitor the 
situation in Catalonia and stay in touch with the government there as the situation develops.   
 
Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED] I Team Leader I New Market Clusters Unit 
Industrial Transformation and Office of the Chief Scientific Adviser 
The Scottish Government           
3rd Floor, Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 
Tel: [REDACTED] 
 
Please note I do not work Fridays 

 
 
ENGAGEMENT TITLE: DISRUPTIVE EMERGING TECHNOLOGY ALLIANCE (DETA) 
MINISTERIAL SUMMIT 
 



 

Date and time of 
Engagement 

06 Nov 2024 

Where Palau de Pedralbes, Avinguda Diagonal, 686, Barcelona 

Who  Ministerial Membership within the DETA initiative, including 
devolved, regional and city administrations drawn from across 
the world. 

Key purpose or 
message 

DETA is a non-legally binding initiative instigated by the 
Government of Catalonia which seeks to exchange policy 
advice between a diverse group of national and regional 
governments around the world.   
 
This is the Ministerial Summit and the public launch of the 
DETA initiative. 

Sensitivities [REDACTED]Flash Floods in Spain 

• The Spanish Government have declared three days of 
national mourning after the devastating floods affecting the 
northern, central and eastern regions of Spain 

US Elections 

• The US Elections are taking place on 5 November with a 
final result potentially not confirmed until a few days later. 

• [REDACTED] 

Media handling 
 

5 Nov – News release issued exclusively to The Herald 
6 Nov – News release issued under general release 
6 Nov – Tweet marking SG participation in DETA 

 
Official support 
 

[REDACTED] – [REDACTED]  
 
[REDACTED] – New Market Clusters, Team Leader, 
[REDACTED] 



 

Briefing Contents 
 

Annex A Ministerial Programme 

Annex B 
 

Background 

Annex C Top Lines and Sensitivities 

Annex D Selected Biographies  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

           ANNEX A 
Ministerial Programme 
 

TUESDAY 5 NOVEMBER – TRAVEL AND OVERNIGHT STAY   

Flight details – Direct flight from Edinburgh to Barcelona at 06:00. Arriving in Barcelona at 
09:40.  
 
Flight number - FR6266 
  
Hotel details – NH Constanza, C/ Deu I Mata, 69-99, 08029 Barcelona   

  

DAY 1 – WEDNESDAY 6 NOVEMBER -  DETA MINISTERIAL SUMMIT   

TIME  ACTIVITY  VENUE  

09:00 
Meeting with Paul Clark, Director of Trade 
& Investment, British Consulate-General 
Barcelona 

NH Constanza 

09:45 Travel: Hotel to Venue  

10:15 Arrival  

Palau de Pedralbes   
  
Entrance by Avinguda Diagonal, 686, 
crossing the gardens.  

10:15  
Formal greetings and networking 
opportunity (coffee & snack)  

Palace Garden  

10:40 Official DETA family photo Palace Garden 

10:50 
Delegations are invited to enter the 
conference room and take their seat 

Conference Room  

11:00 

Ministerial session opening  
  
Welcome remarks by Ms Maria Galindo, 
Secretary for Digital Policy, Government of 
Catalonia, DETA’s Rotating Presidency 
host.  

11:05  

Introductory remarks by Ministers and 
heads of delegation  
As part of this, each Minister will deliver 
5 minute introductory remarks   

11:45  DETA’s Annual Report by Ms Maria 
Galindo, Secretary for Digital Policy, and 
Mr Albert Tort, Secretary for 
Telecommunications and Digital 
Transformation, Government of Catalonia  

12:00  

The Manifesto for Advanced Trustworthy AI 
by Albert Sabater, Director of the 
Observatory for Ethics in Artificial 
Intelligence of Catalonia, and approval 

12:15 
Round-table discussion: The Ethical Use 
of Emerging Technologies  

13:15  
The Zero Debris Charter by a 
representative of the European Space 
Agency (ESA) and discussion 



 

13:30  

Round table discussion: The Future 
Orientations of the Alliance by Mr Agustí 
Fernández de Losada, Secretary for EU & 
Foreign Action, Government of Catalonia 

14:00  Lunch   Palace Library 

15:35  
Walking transfer to the Barcelona 
Supercomputing Center (10 minutes)  

  
Barcelona Supercomputing Center 
(BSC)   
  

Plaça d’Eusebi Güell, 1-3.  

15:50  
Arrival   
  

16:00   

Welcome remarks by Ms Laia Arnal, 
Director General for Knowledge Transfer & 
Society, Government of Catalonia, DETA’s 
Rotating Presidency host, and Mr Josep 
Maria Martorell, Director of the Barcelona 
Supercomputing Center, and visit to the 
Mare Nostrum 5 supercomputer, the 3rd 
most powerful in the EU.  

17:30  End of day 1  - Travel to Hotel    

18:00 Prep time Hotel 

19:00 
Meeting with Catalonia Business Minister 
(TBC) 

Venue TBC 

20:00 Travel: Evening Engagement to Hotel  

THURSDAY 7 NOVEMBER - TRAVEL 

TIME ACTIVITY VENUE / LOCATION 

08:00 
Transfer – Hotel to Barcelona Airport 
Terminal 2 

 

08:45 Arrival at Airport and Check-in  

10:15 Direct Flight to Edinburgh (FR6267) Barcelona Airport 

  
 
  



 

ANNEX B 
Background 
 

• The Disruptive and Emerging Technology Alliance (DETA) is a non-legally binding 
initiative which seeks to exchange policy advice between a diverse group of national 
and regional governments around the world.   

• DETA will initially focus on the following areas, but will adapt as the tech sector 
advances around the world: 
  

o Artificial Intelligence 
o New Space 
o Quantum 
o Digital Rights and Tech Regulations  
o Cybersecurity 

 

• Presidency of DETA will rotate biennally with Catalonia holding the initial presidency 
until 2025.  

• The Government of Catalonia approached SG in 2023 with regard to participation, 
initially through the NewSpace Working Group given Scotland’s global reputation in 
that area, but with a view to participating in the other workstreams when appropriate. 

• Officials wrote advice to you in Dec 2023 recommending Scotland engage in this 
forum given the overlap with our own strategic interests, and the range of potential 
benefits of participation in this group.  

• As well as Scotland, the other participants are: the Province of Buenos Aires 
(Argentina), Bavaria (Germany), Catalonia (Spain), Costa Rica, Emilia-Romagna 
(Italy), Flanders (Belgium), Gyeonggi (South Korea), Hessen (Germany), 
Massachusetts (USA), Kyoto (Japan), Occitanie (France), Québec (Canada), , South 
Australia (Australia), Wales, and Western Cape (South Africa). 
 

 



 

           ANNEX C 
Top Lines and Sensitivities 

 
Artificial Intelligence 

• Hosting Europe’s 1st AI Research Department, Scotland is leveraging its research 
expertise to solve today’s problems across Fintech, Energy, Healthcare, 
Semiconductors, and Space. 

• In July 2023, UKRI awarded Scotland four new Centres for Doctoral Training (CDTs) for 
Robotics, Responsible and Trustworthy AI, Biomedical Innovation, and Sustainable 
Agriculture. 

 
FinTech 

• Scotland hosts a historic and robust ecosystem of over 2000 and 200 financial services 
and fintech companies respectively. Boasting over £14.3bn in Gross Value Added and 
managing £700bn in assets, Scotland is the UK’s second largest financial services hub 
for Foreign Direct Investment, offering a skilled workforce and innovation in Quantum, Ai 
and Blockchain technologies. 

 
Robotics 

• Scotland hosts the Robotarium, the UK’s National Centre for Robotics & AI- a 
collaboration between Heriot-Watt and Edinburgh Universities.  

• Its research teams are developing solutions across Warehouse Automation, 
Autonomous Driving, Autonomous Offshore Wind Maintenance, Agriculture, and many 
more. 

 
Critical Technologies 

• The Photonics, Quantum and Semiconductor Clusters in Scotland are intrinsically linked 
and forms a 'Supercluster' which is a significant economic asset of strategic importance 
for Scotland: over 80% of sales are exported; the GVA per job is up to 3 times the 
national average.  

• Scotland has the opportunity to develop a world-class capability in these critical 
technologies and their applications based on our academic and industrial strengths, with 
the potential to deliver high value jobs, improve the performance of public and private 
services in Scotland and support inclusive economic growth.    

• The supercluster includes 150 companies, 10,300 employees and £3.6bn turnover in 
2021, with GVA growth of 12.6% per annum 2017-21, and has agreed a target ambition 
by 2035 to generate; 

 £10 billion turnover (of which we anticipate c£8 billion in exports)  

 17,500 employment 

• Outside of the East and Southeast of England, this Supercluster is the largest of its kind 
in the UK.  

• These technologies play a key enabling role in our ability to reach net zero targets, 
underpinning all of the technologies which the green transition depends upon; from 
electric vehicles to wind turbines to satellites. 

 
Quantum 

• The Universities of Glasgow and Heriot-Watt were recently selected to host the UK 
Hubs for Quantum Enabled Position, Navigation and Timing (University of Glasgow) and 
Integrated Quantum Networks Quantum Technology Hub (Heriot-Watt University). 

• Collaboration lays at the heart of Scottish research excellence with other members of 
our Quantum Computing Application Cluster developing Quantum Software, 



 

Optimization, and Algorithms being developed out of the University of Edinburgh’s 
Quantum Software Lab and the University of Strathclyde’s expertise in Neutral Quantum 
Computing. 

 
Space 
• The global space sector is worth over $469bn, with 77% accounted for by the 

commercial market.     
• There are 228 space organisations located in Scotland that together employ 6,404 

workers. 
• Scottish space organisations are active primarily in space manufacturing followed 

closely by space applications.   
• Scotland’s space manufacturing highlights the significance of Scotland to the UK space 

industry as a whole as it generates almost a third [£529m] of the UK’s total GVA in this 
segment.  

• Scottish space industry income was £254m in 2017/18 supporting Gross Value Added 
(GVA) of £880m [14% of the UK’s total space industry contribution].  

• At the moment, GVA per employee is estimated at £144,000, this is 2.5 times the United 
Kingdom’s average labour productivity.  

• An independent market assessment found that the total addressable market for small 
rockets launched in 2020-2031 from the UK translates to 970 dedicated cumulative 
micro-launchers from UK, potential for $5.8 billion in launch revenue and $490 million in 
space services revenue.  

• Scotland hosts 5 of the 7 spaceport projects in the UK, and has 2 currently in 
construction with planning approval for a third.   

• At the International Astronautical Congress last month, SaxaVord and Sutherland 
Spaceport were two of eight commercial spaceports that signed up to a new 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) for better strategic collaboration. The spaceports 
have agreed to team up and establish a forum to explore potential strategic 
collaboration in a range of areas of common interest and introduce a dialogue on 
establishing international spaceport standards. The eight spaceports include: Hokkaido 
Spaceport/HOSPO (Japan); Space Centre Australia; Virginia Commercial Space Flight 
Authority, US. 

• At Space-Comm Expo Scotland last month, you witnessed Space Scotland signing a 
MoU with the Malaysian equivalent counterparts, The Malaysian Space Industry 
Consortium, to foster cooperation in activities in the space sector by leveraging the 
strength of the space ecosystems of both countries. This was followed by two further 
signings: Statement of Interest signing between UZMA Berhad and Celestia; Declaration 
of Interest Gading Berhad and Fire Arrow. 

• These are key declarations from our Scottish Space industry willing to collaborate with 
others partners with shared collective goals. 

 
SENSITIVITIES 

 
[REDACTED] 
Flash Floods Disaster in Spain  

• On 30 Oct, flash floods in Eastern Spain devastated the eastern, northern and central 
regions of Spain. 

• On 31 Oct, the Spanish Government have declared three days of national mourning. 

• It is one of the worst floods that have affected the country in decades, with over 200 
deaths and that figure expected to rise as searches continue. 

 
US Elections 



 

• The US Elections are taking place on 5 November with a final result potentially not 
confirmed until a few days later. 
[REDACTED] 
 

 
 



 

ANNEX C 
HEAD OF DELEGATIONS BIOGRAPHIES 
 

Sandra d'Gostino 
-  Subsecretaria de Gobierno 
Digital  
 
Buenos Aires (Argentina)  
 

 

Sandra D'Agostino is the Subsecretaria de Gobierno Digital 
(Deputy Minister for Digital Government) for the Province of 
Buenos Aires. She is responsible for implementing the 
Strategic Plan for the Modernization of Public 
Administration, promoting the use of information and 
communication technologies to create a more agile, 
innovative, and transparent government.   
  
Sandra led an initiative to establish the first provincial Data 
Centre in Argentina and has been involved in work on AI 
and data privacy, emphasizing the need for regulations that 
protect citizens' data while fostering innovation.  
  
Sandra has served as the President of the Sociedad 
Argentina de Informática (SADIO) (Argentinian Society of 
Information Technology / Computing) since July 2018 and 
she is a key figure in advancing digital governance in 
Buenos Aires.   

 Wim De Kinderen – 
Programme Director, 
European Affairs at Brainport 
Development  

 Brainport (Netherlands)  

  

   

Wim De Kinderen, whom you met during the Vanguard 
Ministerial meeting in Brussels in 2023, is employed within 
the Brainport Eindhoven EU Office in 
Brussels, representing Eindhoven, Brainport Development 
and other economic stakeholders towards fellow regions 
and the European Institutions. In this role he is responsible 
for policy lobbying, networking/communication and project 
development, focussing in particular on ICT/data, Health, 
Mobility, Security and Manufacturing. Within the City of 
Eindhoven, he is part of the Strategy Department.   
  
Brainport Development is an economic development 
agency that engages in collaboration, knowledge sharing 
and entrepreneurship to strengthen Brainport Eindhoven 
and support it to be a growth accelerator of the Dutch 
economy.  As an independent organization, Brainport 
Development develops the regional economic strategy, 
develops and realizes projects, offers business advice and 
promotes Brainport Eindhoven nationally and 
internationally.  

Núria Montserrat – Minister 
for Research and 
Universities, Government of 
Catalonia  
  
Catalonia (Spain)  

Dr. Núria Montserrat was appointed as Minister for 
Research and Universities in the Government of Catalonia 
in August 2024. Her background is in bioengineering and 
she is internationally renowned for her work in tissue 
engineering and regenerative medicine. She is also a 
research professor at the Catalan Institution for Research 
and Advanced Studies (ICREA) and head of the 
Pluripotency for Organ Regeneration group at the Institute 
for Bioengineering of Catalonia (IBEC). Dr. Montserrat is 
also a member of the Council for Research and Innovation 



 

 

of Catalonia (CORICAT), the government’s advisory body 
for making strategic decisions in these areas.  

Massimo Fustini 
-  Coordination office of 
Emilia-Romagna Digital 
Agenda, Cabinet's President  

Emilia-Romagna (Italy)  
  

 

Massimo Fustini has specific responsibility for the Digital 
Agenda Programs within the coordination of the Digital 
Agenda of Emilia-Romagna (ADER) His background is in 
computer science and he has been responsible for the 
service development and ICT projects at regional, national 
and European level.   
  
The ADER outlines the strategy with which the Emilia-
Romagna Region intends to support digital development 
throughout its territory and within its society. The 2020-
2025 ADER is geared towards excellence and inclusion, 
promoting a regional digital ecosystem that enhances 
opportunities for economic development and social 
integration.  
  
The Emilia-Romagna region qualifies internationally as a 
‘Data Valley’ for its infrastructure including holding top 
world supercomputers, data centres and a ‘big data 
community’ with policies supporting new investments and a 
dynamic business environment.   

Jan Smedts 
-  Head/administrator-general 
of Digitaal Vlaanderen  

Flanders (Belgium)  

   

Jan Smedts was appointed as the Administrator-General of 
Digitaal Vlaanderen (Digital Flanders) in 2022.   
  
Digitaal Vlaanderen is an agency of the Flanders 
government that realises and supervises digital 
transformation projects for Flemish and local authorities, 
with the aim of developing a digital government that works 
for everyone.   
  
Jan Smedts previously worked as Deputy Head of Cabinet 
in the Cabinet of the Minister-President of the Flemish 
Government and Flemish Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Culture, Digitalisation and Facility Management, where he 
worked on the Digitalisation policy field. Prior to that, Jan 
worked nationally and internationally as a manager, analyst 
and advisor in the banking and postal sectors.  

Su-jae Lee - Director of AI 
Industry Nurturing Division, 
AI Bureau  

Gyoenggi-do (South Korea)  

Su Jae Lee is a Director within the Artificial Intelligence and 
Big Data department at the Gyoenggi government. His 
work involved promoting AI and Big Data industries and 
educating citizens and communities in using AI and Data. 
He is an experienced HR manager, data scientist, IT 
project and start-up CEO, having worked across both the 
public and private sector. He is also a professor at Sejong 
Cyber University.   



 

   

Jason Snyder - Secretary for 
Technology Services and 
Security and Chief 
Information Officer     
 
Massachusetts (USA)  

  

  
  

Jason Snyder is the Secretary of the Executive Office of 
Technology Services and Security. He was appointed in 
this role by Maura Healey, Governor of Massachusetts, in 
2023. He was previously the Chief Technology Officer at 
Harvard University. He has more than 30 years of 
information technology experience in government, higher 
education, and the private sector. He has worked at 
Harvard for almost ten years, as a Program Director for 
Identity & Access Management, as Managing Director of 
Architecture and Engineering, and as Chief Technology 
Officer since 2015. He served as Chief Technology Officer 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for the duration of 
Governor Deval Patrick’s tenure (2007-2015), and prior to 
that spent 13 years in the private sector at CSC Consulting 
Group.  
 
Massachusetts have a thriving Critical Technology eco-
system. We have Top Lines that you may wish to highlight 
to Mr Synder regarding Scotland’s own Artificial 
Intelligence, Robotics, FinTech, Quantum sectors on 
ANNEX C.    

Jalil Benabdillah  - Vice-
Président, Économie, Emploi, 
Innovation et 
Réindustrialisation de la 
Région Occitanie   

Occitanie (France)   
  

   

Jalil Benabdillah is the Vice President for Economy, Jobs, 
Innovation and Reindustrialisation for the Occitanie Region. 
He is a business leader and key actor in the region’s 
economic and political landscape. His background is in 
engineering and he has a PhD in process engineering and 
particulate engineering. He founded the company SDTech 
which specialises in micronisation, analysis, research and 
training of micro-particles. He served as president of 
Leader Occitanie, a network of business leaders aimed at 
the development of innovative  companies in the region, 
between 2015 and 2021.   
  
His was elected to his current role in 2021. As an elected 
official, he is a member of the Socialist and Citizens of 
Occitanie group.    

Alfons Calderon, Senior 
Economic and Institutional 
Affairs Officer, Québec 

Alfons is the former Project Manager for the American 
Division at the Catalonia Office of Foreign Investment. He 
had previously worked at the Barcelona Governance 
Project at ESADE sponsored by the United Nations 
University, and at the Commercial Office of the Spanish 



 

Government Office for the 
Iberian Peninsula 

Québec, Canada 

 

 

Embassy in Paris. He is a former trainee of the European 
Commission in Brussels. 

In the academic field, Alfons Calderon has done research 
and has been teaching on management, trade and 
international business policy at different university centers, 
especially ESADE, in Barcelona. He is co-author of several 
books and has published articles and lectured on 
international relations, strategy and the European Union. 

 
  

 
It is understood that Rebecca Evans MS – Welsh Government Cabinet Secretary for 
Economy, Energy and Planning is also attending but will now be dialing in remotely.  
 
   
 
 



 

BRIEFING NOTE 1: MEETING WITH THE DIRECTOR OF TRADE AND INVESTMENT 
 

Time of 
Engagement 

09:00 – 09:30 

Where NH Constanza 

Key purpose or 
message 

• This is a briefing session with the Director of Trade & 
Investment from the Consul-General office, who will set out 
the local political, economic, trade and investment landscape 
and any sensitivities you should be aware of. 

Annex A - Biography 

 
Paul Clark, Director of Trade and Investment, British Consulate General Barcelona 

Paul has been the Director of Trade and Investment for the past 4 
years. Before that, Paul was the Economic Affairs Attache in the 
British Embassy Madrid. He studied Economics and Management at 
the University of Oxford. 
 
 



 

BRIEFING NOTE 2: INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 
 

Date and time of 
Engagement 

11:25 

Where Conference Room 

Key purpose or 
message 

• Ministers and heads of delegations are providing 
introductory remarks to open the Ministerial session. 

• This is an opportunity to welcome the DETA initiative, 
reinforce the benefits of strong collaboration and promote 
the strengths of Scotland to an international audience. 

Top facts/ 
figures 

• Our ambition is to grow our space sector to £4 bn of the 
global market and 20,000 jobs over the next decade.  

• We have existing strengths in satellite manufacturing, data 
gathering and analysis, and research with world leading 
institutions with space expertise. 

• The Scottish Quantum Cluster is aiming to grow to £1bn by 
2030, in line with wider UK targets.   

• Scotland is building a strong quantum sector based on our 
academic strengths and our strong photonics and 
semiconductor industry clusters.  

• Scotland’s quantum industry forms part of a larger critical 
technologies supercluster alongside photonics and 
semiconductors; over 150 companies, £3.6bn turnover, 10% 
reinvested in R&D, and over 10,000 jobs. 

• Scotland has expertise across all areas of quantum 
technology evidenced by Scotland’s leading role in the UK 
National Quantum Technology Programme to commercialise 
this technology through the QuantIC hub in Glasgow 
University.  

• In July two new quantum research hubs were announced for 
Glasgow and Herriot-Watt Universities. The Scottish hubs 
are two of five hubs across the UK backed by over £100 
million of UK government funding and focus on enhanced 
navigation accuracy and cybersecurity. The University of 
Strathclyde is a partner in four out of five new UK-wide hubs 
established. 

 
ANNEX A: Speaking note has been sent up separately 
 
 
 
 



 

BRIEFING NOTE 3: THE MANIFESTO FOR ADVANCED TRUSTWORTHY AI 
 

Time of 
Engagement 

  12:10 – 13:10 

Where   Conference Room 

Briefing Contents: 
Annex A – Summary 
Annex B – Manifesto for Advancing Trustworthy AI  

 
ANNEX A 

SUMMARY 

• Ministers and heads of delegation will receive a presentation on the ‘Manifesto for 
Advancing Trustworthy A.I.’, followed by approval from the membership. 

• The Manifesto calls for an ethical integration of A.I. in society, with greater regulation in 
advancing trustworthy A.I. and placing ethics at the centre of the development of A.I. 
technologies. 

• The DETA AI Manifesto’s content is compatible, and appears substantially inspired by, 
the OECD Principles for Trustworthy AI, which were adopted as part of Scotland’s AI 
Strategy in 2021, and to which we are indirectly party as the UK is a member of OECD.  

• Several of the Manifesto’s recommendations have already been acted upon as part of 
the implementation of our AI Strategy. 

• The Manifesto also covers several aspects of the Council of Europe Convention on 
Artificial Intelligence, Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law, which we are also 
indirectly party to through the UK, and of the UNESCO Recommendation on the Ethics 
of Artificial Intelligence. 

• From a policy perspective, there is no barrier to Scotland signing the Manifesto. 
[REDACTED]The Manifesto is on Annex B. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ANNEX B 
 
MANIFESTO FOR ADVANCING TRUSTWORTHY AI 
 
A Manifesto for Advancing Trustworthy AI  

  

Consolidated text – draft 28/08/2024  

 

1. Diagnosis of the challenges and opportunities  

  

The successful integration of trustworthy Artificial Intelligence (AI) in everyday life requires 

taking into account a complex interplay of challenges, opportunities, and governance 

considerations, each influencing the trajectory and impact of AI technologies on society. For 

this to happen, effective governance, regulation, and knowledge of its mechanisms are 

crucial to foster AI innovation while ensuring an AI culture that it conforms to ethical norms 

and societal values. Although AI innovation can thrive in a well-regulated environment that 

encourages ethical development and deployment for advancing trustworthy AI, this requires 

governments, industry leaders, academic institutions, and civil society to be aware about 

how AI achieves outcomes and why, while considering differences in each nation’s 

regulations, technological capabilities, and regional digital divides.  

 

2. Our vision  

  

The integration of trustworthy AI into our societal frameworks necessitates a fundamental 

shift from rational to relational thinking about personhood, data, justice, and everything in 

between, placing ethics as something that transcends mere technical solutions. To achieve 

this, AI technologies need to be developed and deployed not just for efficiency and 

operational gains but also for promoting transparency, justice, safety, responsibility, privacy, 

autonomy, selfdetermination, sustainability and cultural diversity. This means embracing a 

relational approach that prioritizes the human and societal impact of AI, thus recognizing 

the interconnectedness of individuals, communities, and technologies while aligning with 

three core values: human dignity, democracy, and the rule of law.  

  

  

  

  



 

  

3. Core values  

Human dignity: AI systems must respect and enhance human dignity, ensuring that 

individuals are treated with respect and their fundamental rights are upheld. Therefore, we 

must develop AI that empowers people and improves their quality of life (i.e. human-

centered AI).  

  

Democracy: AI must support democratic processes and institutions, promoting transparency 

and a participatory approach involving many relevant stakeholders that further advance 

responsible AI technology for the general public interest, thus adapted to context-specific 

social value requirements.  

  

Rule of law: AI development and deployment must be governed by and adhere to the rule of 

law, ensuring that all activities are conducted in accordance with the law to ensure justice 

and accountability in all AI-related endeavors.  

  

4. Key commitments  

  

Ethical development: We must commit to the ethical development of AI technologies, 

integrating ethical considerations into every stage of the AI lifecycle. This includes 

addressing biases, ensuring fairness, and prioritizing the well-being of all affected 

individuals.   

  

Transparent governance: We must commit to clear and transparent governance frameworks 

for AI, ensuring that policies and regulations with respect to AI are openly communicated 

and subject to public scrutiny. This transparency is essential for building trust and 

legitimacy.   

  

Inclusive innovation: We must commit to create opportunities and resources for diverse 

participation in AI innovation. This includes supporting education and training initiatives, 

promoting diversity in AI research and development, and ensuring that all voices are heard.   

  

Accountability and responsibility: We must commit to implement robust accountability 

mechanisms to monitor and evaluate AI systems, ensuring that they operate as intended 



 

and do not cause harm. Responsibility for AI outcomes needs to be clearly defined and 

enforced.   

  

Sustainable development: We must commit to sustainability in AI development and use in 

order to minimise the environmental impact of AI while promoting their use in addressing 

global challenges such as climate change and social inequality.   

  

5. Recommendations  

  

By fostering an environment where AI is developed and governed in line with the 

abovementioned core values and key commitments, we can move closer to realizing the 

vision of "better" AI that supports social justice and contributes to the broader goals of the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. For this purpose, we propose the following 5 

recommendations:  

  

1) To develop and continuously update ethical frameworks for AI that are sensitive to 

the diverse societal contexts in which AI operates. These frameworks should be 

dynamic to accommodate evolving societal norms, technological advancements, and 

regulatory changes. They should also be informed by broad stakeholder 

engagement, including input from marginalized and vulnerable communities, to 

ensure that the frameworks are inclusive and representative of diverse societal 

needs and values.  

2) To implement participatory governance models that actively involve a wide range of 

stakeholders in the decision-making processes related to AI development and 

deployment. This should include policymakers, technologists, civil society 

organizations, and, crucially, the end-users of AI technologies, especially those from 

underrepresented groups. Such engagement will help ensure that AI systems are 

developed and governed in a manner that is transparent, accountable, and aligned 

with the public interest, thereby enhancing trust and acceptance among all societal 

sectors.  

3) To encourage and support interdisciplinary collaboration between technologists, 

social scientists, ethicists, and other relevant stakeholders to explore the socio-

technical complexities of AI. This approach should aim to integrate qualitative and 

quantitative research methods to gain a holistic understanding of the impacts of AI 



 

on society. Interdisciplinary collaboration can foster the development of AI 

technologies that are not only technically advanced but also ethically sound, 

culturally sensitive, and socially beneficial, ultimately contributing to the achievement 

of sustainable development goals.  

  

4) To implement comprehensive ethical and impact assessments throughout the 

lifecycle of AI systems, from design to deployment and beyond. These assessments 

should evaluate the potential social, economic, and cultural impacts of AI 

technologies, with a particular focus on identifying and mitigating risks related to 

bias, discrimination, and inequality. By making these assessments an integral part of 

the AI development process, organizations can proactively address ethical concerns 

and ensure that AI systems contribute positively to society and do not inadvertently 

harm vulnerable populations.  

5) To develop educational programs and public awareness campaigns to enhance AI 

literacy among all segments of society, including policymakers, developers, and the 

general public. These initiatives should cover the ethical dimensions of AI, the 

potential benefits and risks of AI technologies, and the rights of individuals in the 

context of AI decision-making. By fostering a well-informed public discourse on AI, 

these efforts can empower individuals to be able to harness the power of AI in a well-

considered and responsible manner, to engage in meaningful discussions about AI 

ethics, to advocate for their rights, and to participate actively in shaping the 

development and governance of AI technologies in a way that aligns with democratic 

values and social justice principles.  

   

6. Call to Action  

  

For this vision of trustworthy AI to become a reality, the abovementioned core values need 

to be embraced, the key commitments realised and the key recommendations respected by 

various stakeholders such as governments, industry leaders, academic institutions, and civil 

society. Moreover, this vision extends to utilizing AI to address region-specific challenges, 

strengthen local industries, and improve the quality of life for all residents. This will ensure 

that the development, deployment, and governance of AI technologies benefit society while 

mitigating potential harms and addressing ethical, social, and environmental concerns. 

Together, we can create a future where AI technologies are not only transformative but also 



 

aligned with the values that define us as humanity. Thus, let us work together to ensure that 

AI serves the common good, enhances human dignity, supports democratic principles, and 

upholds the rule of law.  

  

7. Signatories  

  

We, the undersigned, commit to advancing trustworthy AI as outlined above:  
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ANNEX A  

 
Topic: ‘How can we ensure the use of data and emerging technologies benefits all 
members of society?’ 
 
Suggested lines to take 
 

• Scotland’s 2021 AI Strategy was launched in 2021 and commits Scotland to being a 
leader in development and use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 

• Data is used to shape and influence the decisions we make on delivering public services.   

• We need to support greater understanding and awareness of the benefits of emerging 
technologies and ethical use of data. 

• Increasing public participation in designing collaborative digital government and services 
for public good will support an approach for all members of society to feel included and 
fully informed about the risks and opportunities they pose. 

• Transparency, proactive communication and demonstratable accountability of the public 
sector are key to securing long-term public support for digital and data innovation.  

• Not all data and emerging technologies create a direct and immediate benefit for 
everyone. However, by supporting the most vulnerable members of our society, we are 
building a fairer, more equitable future for all of Scotland.  

• Technology can have a positive and, in some cases, transformative impact on people's 
lives however, we must ensure that no one is left behind. 

• We acknowledge that moving towards digital technologies for providing public services 
will not be accessible or the preferred choice for all individuals and that we will continue 
to offer choice and non-digital routes will be available where possible. 

• Use of an AI Register makes transparent and manages the risks of using AI in the Scottish 
public sector. Scotland is the first country in the world to make such a Register mandatory 
for its government following your direction in 2024.   

• In Scotland, The AI and Children programme is an ongoing investigation of children’s 
rights in AI, working with the Children’s Parliament, the Alan Turing Institute, and Primary 
5 to 7 classes from four schools in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Doune and the Shetlands - which 
has no equivalent worldwide.  

 



 

ANNEX B 
AI Policy - Core Brief 
 
Top Lines 
 

• Scotland’s AI Strategy launched in 2021 to make Scotland a leader in the development 

and adoption of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI.  

• The strategy makes a compelling case for sustained investment in Scotland’s AI 
ecosystem.  

• The Scottish AI Alliance, a strategic collaboration between the Scottish Government and 
the Data Lab (Scotland’s Innovation Centre for Data and AI), was established to drive 
the delivery of the Strategy by working closely with industry, innovators and educators to 
build the best environment to encourage growth & investment. 

• The world leading Children and AI programme will embed inclusive, rights-based 
processes that give lasting power to communities, young people and children in the 
evolving landscape of AI in Scotland. 
 

Background 
 
The Scottish AI Strategy is guided by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development’s (OECD) five complementary values-based principles for the responsible 
stewardship of trustworthy AI:  
 

1. AI should benefit people and the planet by driving inclusive growth, sustainable 
development and well-being.  

2. AI systems should be designed in a way that respects the rule of law, human rights, 
democratic values and diversity, and they should include appropriate safeguards – 
for example, enabling human intervention where necessary – to ensure a fair and 
just society.  

3. There should be transparency and responsible disclosure around AI systems to 
ensure that people understand AI-based outcomes and can challenge them.  

4. AI systems must function in a robust, secure and safe way throughout their life 
cycles and potential risks should be continually assessed and managed.  

5. Organisations and individuals developing, deploying or operating AI systems should 
be held accountable for their proper functioning in line with the above principles. 

 
Key products delivered as part of the AI Strategy (to date): 
 
Economy and skills: 
 

• The Living with AI course - a free five-week online course aimed at the general public. 
This is being further developed into a Living with AI for Schools programme to be rolled 
out in secondary schools across Scotland, as part of a wider workstream to coordinate 
the AI upskilling of our citizens and workforce. 

• The AI and Children programme – ongoing investigation of children’s rights in AI, working 
with the Children’s Parliament, the Alan Turing Institute, and Primary 5 to 7 classes from 
four schools in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Doune and the Shetlands - which has no equivalent 
worldwide. Phase II of the Children and AI project is completed and its report published. 

• The AI Playbook - an open and practical guide to how we do AI in Scotland. Once fully 
mature, it will become a key element of a stepped-up support package to Scottish 
businesses looking to adopt AI. The playbook is being developed in collaboration with 
enterprise agencies to ensure relevance and currency.  



 

• The Scottish AI Summit - the annual flagship conference of AI in Scotland with global 
reach. 

 
Public sector: 
 

• The AI Register - makes transparent and manages the risks of using AI in the Scottish 
public sector. Scotland is the first country in the world to make such a Register 
mandatory for its government following Mr Lochhead’s decision in 2024.  

• The Scottish Public Sector AI Taskforce encouraging effective and ethical adoption of AI 
across the public sector.  
 

The Scottish AI Alliance publish a yearly report on the State of AI which includes further 
details and progress updates on the programmes of work above.  All reports can be found 
here – Reports — Scottish AI Alliance 
 
UK Government Policy 
 

• We are engaging with UK Government to gain clarity on their approach to AI Regulation 
as mentioned in the King’s Speech on 17 July 2024.   
 

• Within the King’s Speech it was mentioned that UKG will seek to establish appropriate 
legislation to place requirements on those working to regulate the most powerful AI 
models, through an AI Bill not due to be introduced before early next year. 
 

• The Government Digital Service (GDS), Central Digital and Data Office (CDDO) and the 
Incubator for Artificial Intelligence will move from the Cabinet Office to DSIT. Ideally, this 
should mean more internal technical scrutiny over UK Government AI policy decisions, as 
is already the case in the Scottish Government.  

 
EU Policy 
 

• The EU AI Act came into force on 1 August which will create de facto international rules 
and standards around AI. 

 

• Given our shared values and economic interests, we have welcomed and taken a keen 
interest in the development of the EU AI Act (and associated instruments such as the AI 
Liability Directive and the Digital Services Act package) and responded to the consultation 
on the EU’s AI White Paper in spring 2020. 

 
Key Statistics 
 

• The Scottish economy is bolstered by a thriving tech ecosystem with over 1,500 

companies contributing £5.9 billion in Gross Value Added (GVA). 

• Scotland has a strong technology industry with the focus on AI increasing to 62% in 

2024 compared to just 43% in 2023. 

• 63% of Scottish companies cite AI as an in-demand skill set in 2024. 

• Edinburgh was ranked the UK’s most AI ready city outside of London from the AI cities 

index 2023. 

• 6% of total UK VC investment went to AI startups in Q1 2024 (Tech Nation, 2024). 



 

• 1 in 2 UK tech companies are using AI to improve their existing product offering (Tech 

Nation, 2024). 

Scottish AI Alliance  
 

• The Scottish AI Alliance (SAIA) is a partnership between the Scottish Government and 
the Data Lab to deliver Scotland’s AI Strategy. 
 

• The Alliance is sponsored by Scottish Ministers. The Senior Responsible Officers are 
the Scottish Government’s Chief Data Officer and the Data Lab’s CEO. 

 

• Work continues to strengthen relationships with diverse communities and the third 
sector to empower marginalised voices. 

 

• As part of Scottish Government’s mission to empower people, a public participatory 
mechanism has been formed to enable the people of Scotland, particularly those most 
at risk of AI harms, to influence decisions surrounding AI.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ANNEX C 
SG Ethics – Top Lines 
 
Holistic Ethics   
 

• We are committed to putting ethics at the forefront of our policy and decision-making, 
creating an integrated ethics landscape in Scotland. 

• The Holistic Ethics project draws together digital, AI and data ethics expertise in the 
Scottish Government, with a clear focus on the practical application of ethics to support 
delivery of policy priorities.  

• We will drive the development of a robust, collaborative and interoperable ethics process, 
underpinned by streamlined guidance, for digital public services in Scotland. 

 
Ethical Digital Nation  
 

• Our ‘Ethical Digital Nation Programme’ builds on the findings of an expert academic group 
and the National Digital Ethics Public Panel to ensure that digital ethics is central to the 
Scottish Government’s decision-making and that digital product and service providers are 
inclusive, transparent and trustworthy.  

• We are committed to delivering programmes that enable the Scottish Government to 
position the citizen at the heart of services and to encourage ethical and trustworthy use 
of data and digital technologies.  

• Developing public trust through ethical products and services will maximise the use of 
digital technologies delivering the potential for greater economic benefits. 

 
Unlocking the Value of Data programme 
 

• Public sector personal data is an asset that should be used to benefit every part of society, 
whilst protecting citizens’ rights and privacy. 

• The Unlocking the Value of Data programme aims to unlock the value of public sector 
personal data when used with or by the private sector, for public benefit. 

• Ministers commissioned an Independent Expert Group (IEG) to explore the issue of 
private sector use of public sector personal data in Scotland, as public sector data 
controllers had identified the need for clearer guidance in this area. We will respond to the 
IEG’s final report and recommendations shortly.  

• While robust guardrails protect the privacy of our citizens, clear guidance is needed to 
enable public sector data controllers to safely and ethically share data with the private 
sector. 

• Public participation will be central to co-designing a framework of principles and guidance 
that will command trust. 

 
Ethical use of data in the Scottish Government   
 

• The Scottish Government seeks to use data about citizens in an ethical, responsible and 
trustworthy manner across the full spectrum of public sector data-led activities.  

• Ethical data use in the public sector is dependent on understanding and respecting what 
the public deems to be ethically permissible and ethically non-permissible actions. 

• We convened a Public Dialogue on the Use of Data in 2022. This dialogue led to the 
development of ethical guidelines for the use of data by the public sector in Scotland.  



 

• Data analytics and digital technologies are rapidly evolving. We are therefore committed 
to continue to actively engage with the to capture any changing perceptions on ethical 
data-led activities.  

• We are currently working with colleagues across the data, digital and AI programmes to 
formulate a robust and user-friendly ethical framework.  
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ANNEX A 

SUMMARY 

• Delegates will receive a presentation from Quentin Verspieren, Space Safety 

Programme Coordinator at the European Space Agency (ESA) on the ESA Zero Debris 

Charter followed by a proposal to start the internal proceedings for endorsement in each 

country. 

• The Catalonian Government recognise that DETA should be aligned with National 

Government (UKG signed the charter earlier this year) and have stressed no formal 

decision is required at the summit.   

• The Charter was established in November 2023 during the ESA Space Summit. 

• It aims for ‘debris neutrality’ in space by 2030, ensuring no additional debris from new 
missions and was developed with input from global stakeholders, including national 
space agencies, private companies, and nonprofit organisations. 

• It is a non-binding commitment, encouraging voluntary adoption of debris reduction 
measures while respecting participants’ operational limits 

• Over 100 organisations and 12 countries have pledged support, including the UK 
Government. 

• Scotland has made a conscious effort to position itself as a thought leader in the area of 
sustainability and the ambition of the charter aligns with the Scottish Space Strategy.  

• Space Scotland has an Environmental Task Force Working Group which in Sept 2022 
published – with ministerial endorsement - the Scottish Space Sustainability Roadmap. 
This contain an ambition to be ‘space debris neutral’ and Net Zero by 2045. 

• The Charter is not legally binding, and therefore is no barrier to Scotland agreeing to 
begin the process for signing. 
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ANNEX A 

POINTS TO RAISE 
 
Co-operation 

• We come together not just as representatives of our respective governments but as 
partners who share common challenges and goals.  

• Cooperation is key for sustainable progress. 

• The challenges we face, heightened by today’s fiscal landscape, we need to create 
platforms for open dialogue, sharing knowledge and supporting each other’s objectives. 

 
Multilateral policy exchanges and opportunities 

• The appeal of joining DETA initiative was a powerful tool for mutual learning from our 
international peers with our local and national barriers. 

• Likewise opportunities for our natural assets be of help with local initiatives from other 
regions in the world. 

• We truly believe learning from other like-minded policy practitioners, this would help us 
deliver smarter and more effective policies 

• Hence why I am here today to learn more from you and to send the signal that we take 
this initiative seriously. 

 
Co-Investment 

• Pooling resources through co-investment allows us to undertake more ambitious and 
longer lasting initiatives, if we were to undertake alone. 

• Solutions require shared vision and action. By working together we can create greater 
impact. 

• At this point in time Scotland is involved in two working groups – on space and quantum 
technologies – both of which are areas where Scotland has a unique offer,  We hope to 
see these workstreams continue to develop not only in terms of policy exchange but 
also as regards academic and industrial collaborations.   

• I also want to announce today that we hope to join the AI working group henceforth. 

• Moving forward, I would suggest that for the first couple of years we should focus upon 
delivery in these first workstreams.  This is not due to a lack of ambition, but one of 
pragmatism.  We need to make sure that we are learning about what works and what 
doesn’t if the network is to be a success. 

• Scotland wants DETA to be a success story and we are ready to work with you all to 
ensure that is the case.   
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ANNEX A 

BARCELONA SUPERCOMPUTING CENTER 
 
 
The Barcelona Supercomputing Center-Centro Nacional de Supercomputación (BSC-CNS) 
is the national supercomputing center, specializing in high-performance computing (HPC) 
and managing MareNostrum, one of the most powerful supercomputers in Europe.  
 
BSC serves the international scientific community and industries that require HPC 
resources. Its multidisciplinary research team and computational facilities—including 
MareNostrum—position BSC as an international center of excellence in e-Science.  
 
Since its establishment in 2005, BSC has actively promoted HPC as a critical tool for 
international competitiveness in science and engineering. The center manages the Red 
Española de Supercomputación (RES), was a founding and hosting member of the former 
European HPC infrastructure PRACE (Partnership for Advanced Computing in Europe), 
and currently serves as the hosting entity for EuroHPC JU, the Joint Undertaking that leads 
large-scale investments and HPC provision in Europe. BSC participates actively in key 
European HPC initiatives, closely cooperating with other European supercomputing 
centers. 
 
BSC has successfully attracted talent, with research focusing on five main fields: Computer 
Sciences, Life Sciences, Earth Sciences, Computer Applications in Science and 
Engineering, and Computational Social Sciences and Humanities. These research lines are 
developed within the framework of European Union research funding programs, Spanish 
and Catalan public research calls, and collaborations with leading companies. 

 



 

ANNEX B 
EDINBURGH SUPERCOMPUTER  
 
Rankings 

• According to the Top500 website, Edinburgh’s national supercomputer ARCHER2, is 
currently the 49th fastest computer in the world (when in 2022 ARCHER2 ranked 25th 
and in 2023 ARCHER2 ranked 30th).  

• The Future of Compute review commissioned by the previous Government and 
published in 2022, found that Britain had dropped from third in the world by 
supercomputer capacity in 2005 to tenth.  

 
Edinburgh University background 

• The Advanced Computing Facility is the High-Performance Computing data centre of 
EPCC.  It was built in the 1970’s and operated by EPCC since 2000. 

• The EPCC is part of the University of Edinburgh which has computational science as a 
strategic objective and a mission to promote parallel computing across industry and 
academia. 

• EPCC provides world-class supercomputing and data facilities and services for science 
and businesses and based at The Bayes Centre, Edinburgh.  

• Archer2 is the UK’s national high performance super computing system funded by the 
Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) and the Natural 
Environment Research Council (NERC). 

• In July, UKG announced that, as part of their multi-year spending review, DSIT were 
‘shelving’ £1.3b of funding committed by the previous UKG for tech and artificial 
intelligence projects. This includes £800m for the creation of an exascale 
supercomputer at Edinburgh University. 

 
Sensitivities 

• [REDACTED]On 29 October 2024, Angus Robertson MSP, wrote a piece for Edinburgh 
news sharing that he has written to Edinburgh’s Labour MPs—including the Secretary of 
State for Scotland—and to the Secretary of State for Science, Innovation and 
Technology, to ask for their efforts to secure funding for Exascale. He also mentions 
extending ‘borrow to invest’ funding to Exascale. 

 
Funding Background 
• The total capital cost of the Edinburgh International Data Facility (EIDF) project in the 

Edinburgh City Region Deal (CRD)  is £110 million.  This is comprised of £80 million 
from the Scottish and UK Governments and £30 million from the University of Edinburgh 
(UoE).  The Scottish Government share of this contribution is £670k. 

• The Exascale supercomputer was to be housed in Computer Room 4 of the EIDF.  To 
date, £31 million has been spent on developing CR4, of which: 

o £29 million is Deal funding (both governments and University of Edinburgh) – this 
investment is part of the original plans and is needed regardless of Exascale 
project 

o £2 million is non-Deal funding from the University of Edinburgh and is specific to 
Exascale project 

It’s important to note that CR4 was part of the original plans for the EIDF, before the 
Exascale project was proposed.  So the CRD expenditure helped to attract the Exascale 
project but would have been incurred regardless.    
 
 



 

ADDITIONAL BRIEFING 
 

Annex A CivTech Scotland  

Annex B 
 

A.I. 

Annex C Critical Technologies 

Annex D Space  
 

Annex E Space Sustainability Roadmap 

Annex F 
 

Innovation Strategy 

Annex G Offshore Renewables 

Annex H Hydrogen 

Annex I Inward Investment 

Annex J A Trading Nation 

Annex K Spain and Catalonia  

Annex L SDI Spain Profile 

Annex M USA 

Annex N Belgium and Flanders 

Annex O France and Occitanie 

Annex P Venue 
 

 
 
 
 



 

ANNEX A 
CIVTECH SCOTLAND 

• CivTech sits in the Scottish Government’s Digital Directorate. Its mission is to drive 
daring and innovation in the public sector by collaboratively solving challenges to make 
people’s lives better – and in doing so create generations of sustainable, high growth 
potential businesses. 

• It does this by developing solutions to public sector Challenges [problems] using 
methodologies common in the private tech sector but rare in the public sector, including 
open challenge systems and tech accelerators. CivTech has adapted them so they 
produce beneficial products and services for public sector and citizen use.  

• CivTech – by driving innovation in government and the public sector - is itself a 
disruptive technology in which Scotland is a world leader.  

• CivTech is acknowledged as the world’s first successful public-sector-focused 
innovation Accelerator system, a global leader in its field, and the ‘gold standard’ in term 
of public sector innovation programmes.  

• It is now seen as being a key enabler of using innovation within the Scottish 
Government and public sector, with the ability to ‘shift the needle’ in regard to public 
service reform 

• It has an established track record of delivering significant benefits to participating public 
sector organisations, solution providers [mainly SMEs], and to the economy. 

• While the Challenges can come from any part of the Scottish Government, public sector 
or the charitable sector, AI and space technology play central roles in many of the 
solution products. In fact, just about all solutions have employed AI componentry since 
CivTech’s inception in 2016. 
 

Challenge snapshots  

• National Business DataSpine: Aberdeen-based company DeepMiner is developing a 
world-first – an AI-empowered data system giving both a real-time, panoramic view of 
the Scottish economy and granular information about every business in Scotland, from 
the largest multinational corporations to the smallest unincorporated business.  

• This offers Scotland huge opportunities across multiple fronts, including improved 
strategic economic planning, supply chain strengthening, workforce development, 
market targeting, environmental, social and community impacts, and public-private 
sector collaboration.  

• National Benefits Realisation System: governments and public sectors across the 
world have long struggled to predict, track, record and evaluate the benefits that accrue 
from projects, programmes and other initiatives. The AI-driven solution tracks and 
evaluates results across the board. The product is already in use at organisations 
including Social Investment Scotland, Scottish Enterprise, the Scottish National 
Investment Bank, and CivTech. In effect, it is creating a new product category: 
performance intelligence [CivTech and Social Investment Scotland, PortF] 

• Scottish built satellites tackling Scotland’s declining forest health: There is an 
environmental imperative to understand, scale, prevalence and distribution of stress, 
pests and disease in trees and wild plants across Scotland. Clyde Space are utilising 
satellite data, generated by satellites built in and operated from Glasgow, to monitor tree 
health across the 1.4m hectares of forested land in Scotland, supporting Scottish 
Forestry in their work to protect an important national resource [Scottish Forestry, Clyde 
Space] 

• Dramatic increase in tree seed fertility and survival rates, and a world record in 
sapling planting [from 60,000 in a day to over 1 million] through the deployment of new 
growth technology [Forestry and Land Scotland; Tape for Trees] 



 

• Early flood warning for small communities: a robust, highly accurate but also 
extremely cheap early flood warning system for small and remote communities. Costing 
just a few thousand pounds to install in a typical remote village, and negligible running 
costs, the system delivers early warning, reduces stress on emergency services, and 
helps build community resilience [Scottish Environmental Protection Agency, Rivertrack] 

• Nature networks planning system: Aecom’s system enables local authorities and 
communities to map, design and predict the outcomes of developing nature networks to 
improve the environment, biodiversity and carbon capture. [NatureScot, Aecom] 

• Land management systems driving environmental and carbon capture benefits 
developed by Rethink Carbon enables land managers to restore nature and unlock 
new revenue streams [Scottish Government Environment and Forestry Directorate; 
Rethink Carbon] 

• Volunteer recruitment and management systems for charities: developed initially 
developed for charity White Ribbon Scotland, Volunteero’s system massively increases 
the capability of charities of all sizes to develop and manage complex and complicated 
volunteer networks [White Ribbon Scotland, Volunteero] 

• Digital twin technology for vital infrastructure maintenance [Stirling Council and 
Forestry and Land Scotland; Digiflec] 

• The largest roll-out in the UK of IOT empowered sensors to improve public-owned 
housing stock [Stirling Council; Homelync] 

 



 

ANNEX B 
AI POLICY CORE BRIEF 
 
Top Lines 
 

• Scotland’s AI Strategy launched in 2021 to make Scotland a leader in the development 

and adoption of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI.  

• The strategy makes a compelling case for sustained investment in Scotland’s AI 
ecosystem.  

• The Scottish AI Alliance, a strategic collaboration between the Scottish Government and 
the Data Lab (Scotland’s Innovation Centre for Data and AI), was established to drive 
the delivery of the Strategy by working closely with industry, innovators and educators to 
build the best environment to encourage growth & investment. 

• The world leading Children and AI programme will embed inclusive, rights-based 
processes that give lasting power to communities, young people and children in the 
evolving landscape of AI in Scotland. 
 

Background 
 
The Scottish AI Strategy is guided by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development’s (OECD) five complementary values-based principles for the responsible 
stewardship of trustworthy AI:  
 

6. AI should benefit people and the planet by driving inclusive growth, sustainable 
development and well-being.  

7. AI systems should be designed in a way that respects the rule of law, human rights, 
democratic values and diversity, and they should include appropriate safeguards – 
for example, enabling human intervention where necessary – to ensure a fair and 
just society.  

8. There should be transparency and responsible disclosure around AI systems to 
ensure that people understand AI-based outcomes and can challenge them.  

9. AI systems must function in a robust, secure and safe way throughout their life 
cycles and potential risks should be continually assessed and managed.  

10. Organisations and individuals developing, deploying or operating AI systems should 
be held accountable for their proper functioning in line with the above principles. 

 
Key products delivered as part of the AI Strategy (to date): 
 
Economy and skills: 
 

• The Living with AI course - a free five-week online course aimed at the general public. 
This is being further developed into a Living with AI for Schools programme to be rolled 
out in secondary schools across Scotland, as part of a wider workstream to coordinate 
the AI upskilling of our citizens and workforce. 

• The AI and Children programme – ongoing investigation of children’s rights in AI, working 
with the Children’s Parliament, the Alan Turing Institute, and Primary 5 to 7 classes from 
four schools in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Doune and the Shetlands - which has no equivalent 
worldwide. Phase II of the Children and AI project is completed and its report published. 

 
 

• The AI Playbook - an open and practical guide to how we do AI in Scotland. Once fully 
mature, it will become a key element of a stepped-up support package to Scottish 



 

businesses looking to adopt AI. The playbook is being developed in collaboration with 
enterprise agencies to ensure relevance and currency.  

• The Scottish AI Summit - the annual flagship conference of AI in Scotland with global 
reach. 

 
Public sector: 
 

• The AI Register - makes transparent and manages the risks of using AI in the Scottish 
public sector. Scotland is the first country in the world to make such a Register 
mandatory for its government following Mr Lochhead’s decision in 2024.  

• The Scottish Public Sector AI Taskforce encouraging effective and ethical adoption of AI 
across the public sector.  
 

The Scottish AI Alliance publish a yearly report on the State of AI which includes further 
details and progress updates on the programmes of work above.  All reports can be found 
here – Reports — Scottish AI Alliance 
 
UK Government Policy 
 

• We are engaging with UK Government to gain clarity on their approach to AI Regulation 
as mentioned in the King’s Speech on 17 July 2024.   
 

• Within the King’s Speech it was mentioned that UKG will seek to establish appropriate 
legislation to place requirements on those working to regulate the most powerful AI 
models, through an AI Bill not due to be introduced before early next year. 
 

• The Government Digital Service (GDS), Central Digital and Data Office (CDDO) and the 
Incubator for Artificial Intelligence will move from the Cabinet Office to DSIT. Ideally, this 
should mean more internal technical scrutiny over UK Government AI policy decisions, as 
is already the case in the Scottish Government.  

 
EU Policy 
 

• The EU AI Act came into force on 1 August which will create de facto international rules 
and standards around AI. 

 

• Given our shared values and economic interests, we have welcomed and taken a keen 
interest in the development of the EU AI Act (and associated instruments such as the AI 
Liability Directive and the Digital Services Act package) and responded to the consultation 
on the EU’s AI White Paper in spring 2020. 

 
Key Statistics 
 

• The Scottish economy is bolstered by a thriving tech ecosystem with over 1,500 

companies contributing £5.9 billion in Gross Value Added (GVA). 

• Scotland has a strong technology industry with the focus on AI increasing to 62% in 

2024 compared to just 43% in 2023. 

• 63% of Scottish companies cite AI as an in-demand skill set in 2024. 



 

• Edinburgh was ranked the UK’s most AI ready city outside of London from the AI cities 

index 2023. 

• 6% of total UK VC investment went to AI startups in Q1 2024 (Tech Nation, 2024). 

• 1 in 2 UK tech companies are using AI to improve their existing product offering (Tech 

Nation, 2024). 

Scottish AI Alliance  
 

• The Scottish AI Alliance (SAIA) is a partnership between the Scottish Government and 
the Data Lab to deliver Scotland’s AI Strategy. 
 

• The Alliance is sponsored by Scottish Ministers. The Senior Responsible Officers are 
the Scottish Government’s Chief Data Officer and the Data Lab’s CEO. 

 

• Work continues to strengthen relationships with diverse communities and the third 
sector to empower marginalised voices. 

 

• As part of Scottish Government’s mission to empower people, a public participatory 
mechanism has been formed to enable the people of Scotland, particularly those most 
at risk of AI harms, to influence decisions surrounding AI.  

 



 

ANNEX C 
CRITICAL TECHNOLOGIES 
 
Top Lines 

• The Photonics, Quantum and Semiconductor Clusters in Scotland are intrinsically 
linked.     

• This 'Supercluster' is a significant economic asset of strategic importance for Scotland: 
over 80% of sales are exported; the GVA per job is up to 3 times the national average.   

• The supercluster includes 150 companies, 10,300 employees and £3.6bn turnover in 
2021, with GVA growth of 12.6% per annum 2017-21.  

• The industry has agreed a target ambition by 2035 to generate; 

 £10 billion turnover (of which we anticipate c£8 billion in exports)  

 17,500 employment 

• The Scottish Photonics Sector alone is a £1.3 billion pound industry supporting 7,500 
highly skilled jobs at a value-add per employee that is 3 times the national average 
(Scottish Government economists / Scottish Enterprise, 2024). 

• The Quantum Cluster is aiming to grow to £1bn by 2030, in line with wider UK targets. 

• The Scottish Government provides core funding to the Fraunhofer Centre for Applied 
Photonics (FCAP) at the University of Strathclyde. Building on the strong photonics 
cluster, Fraunhofer CAP conducts professional, application-orientated research and 
development services for, and in partnership with industry as well as training doctoral 
students. It is the only Fraunhofer Research Centre in the UK. 

• The R&D spend in the supercluster was £338m in 2021 (Scottish Government 
economists / Scottish Enterprise, 2024). 

• Scotland is the home to one of the largest semiconductor clusters in the UK, estimated 
by the CSA Catapult as roughly three times the size of respective clusters in Wales and 
the North-East.  

• Scotland has the opportunity to develop a world-class capability in these critical 
technologies and their applications based on our academic and industrial 
strengths, with the potential to deliver high value jobs, improve the performance 
of public and private services in Scotland and support inclusive economic 
growth.   

• Outside of the East and Southeast of England, this Supercluster is the largest of its kind 
in the UK.  

• These technologies will have an important role to play in realising the ambitions of 
NSET, the National Innovation Strategy, Technology Sector Export Plan and the Green 
Industrial Strategy.  

• These technologies play a key enabling role in our ability to reach net zero targets, 
underpinning all of the technologies which the green transition depends upon; from 
electric vehicles to wind turbines to satellites. 

 
Semiconductor - Top Lines 

• Scotland is home to one of the largest semiconductor clusters in the UK, estimated by 
the CSA Catapult as roughly three times the size of respective clusters in Wales and the 
North-East. 

• We have a mature industry driven by strong innovation. 

• Scotland has a concentration of industrial activity and a broad and successful base of 
semiconductor design and manufacturing companies.  

• Scotland boasts world class universities teaching in physics, engineering and science 
from technician to doctorate level to feed the semiconductor talent pipeline. 



 

• There are strengths in the design and manufacture of compound semiconductors used 
in photonics, power electronics and wireless systems. Scotland is considered a 
worldwide centre of excellence in semiconductor design and IP development. 

• This capability, which owes much to Scotland’s traditional strength in the adjacent and 
overlapping area of photonics, has created a strong supply chain developing advanced 
materials and manufacturing components for applications across defence, space, 
communications, quantum technologies and renewable energy.  

• This supply chain includes wafer fabrication, epitaxy, materials and wafer processing, 
characterisation, packaging, and integration.  

• Scotland possesses core capabilities in both silicon and compound semiconductor 
technologies and is also considered a worldwide centre of excellence in semiconductor 
design and IP development. It has enjoyed significant investment over the last 20 years. 

 
Quantum - Top Lines 

• Scotland is already building a strong quantum sector based on our academic strengths 
and our strong photonics industry cluster.  

• Around 30% of UK collaborative funding in quantum has come to Scotland. 

• We have expertise across all areas of quantum technology and Scotland is playing a 
leading role in the UK National Quantum Technology Programme to commercialise this 
technology through the QuantIC hub in Glasgow University.   

• The UK Quantum Technology Hub in Quantum Enhanced Imaging, QuantIC, is one of 
four hubs across the UK established in 2014 with a £214 million investment from UK 
government to commercialise quantum technologies.   

• In July 2024 the UK Government announced a further five quantum hubs across the UK 
backed by over £100 million of government funding; two of which Scotland is leading; 

 The Integrated Quantum Networks Quantum Technology Hub at Heriot-Watt 
University aims to deliver the technologies for a future UK-wide ‘quantum 
internet’; 

 The UK Hub for Quantum Enabled Position, Navigation and Timing at the 
University of Glasgow will create quantum-based positioning and navigation 
systems for critical infrastructure, autonomous vehicles, and improved indoor 
and underwater navigation. 

 The University of Strathclyde is also a partner in four out of five new UK-wide 
hubs established. 

• The UK Governments National Quantum Strategy, published in 2023, sets out a ten-
year vision for the UK to be a leading quantum-enabled economy by 2033. The Scottish 
Government has identified photonics and quantum technology as a key sector in our 
Technology Export Plan and in our National Strategy for Economic Transformation as 
technologies that can support current and future industries in Scotland.   

• Quantum and photonics are identified in Scotland's Innovation Strategy (2023) as 
industries which Scotland has potential to develop a world-leading cluster in, based on 
our academic and industrial strengths, with the potential to deliver high value jobs, 
improve the performance of public and private services in Scotland and support 
inclusive economic growth. 

• The Royal Academy of Engineering’s National Quantum Infrastructure Review, 
published in June 2024 is clear on maximising links between quantum, photonics and 
semiconductors in delivery of upgraded and more accessible infrastructure (incl. 
advanced packaging), as well as tackling skills, coordination/collaboration, and 
standardisation, reinforcing Scotland's super-cluster approach. 

 
 



 

Photonics - Top Lines  

• Scotland has a long tradition in photonics and through our academic and industrial 
strengths in this sector, are well positioned to make a significant contribution both to the 
Scottish economy and at a global level.  

• The Photonics Vision Paper sets out the ambition to treble size of the photonics industry 
in Scotland by 2030, building upon the strong industrial base and world-leading 
academic groups that currently sees over 97% of outputs exported outside of Scotland, 
78% beyond the UK (Photonics Scotland, 2023).   

• The Scottish Photonics Sector is a £1.3 billion pound industry supporting 7,500 highly 
skilled jobs at a value-add per employee that is 3 times the national average (figures 
provided by Technology Scotland 2023).  

• This supports a cluster of innovative companies and academic centres in Scotland 
researching, developing and manufacturing cutting edge technologies and products for 
world-wide export. 

• The total GVA for the Scottish Photonics Sector is approximately £635m with an 
average GVA per employee of £98,000 (Photonics Leadership Group, August 2021). 

• Existing investments by the Scottish Government and its agencies, and a strong 
academic and business base in the photonics provide a foundation for growth. 

• We are keen to explore opportunities for Scotland to make a significant contribution to 
global challenges including: communications, public health, climate change, 
sustainability, energy production and mobility and ensure we have the right conditions 
for growth. 

 
 
 
 



 

ANNEX D 
SPACE  
 
Key Messages  
Our ambition is for Scotland to be Europe’s leading space nation and to have a £4 billion 
share of the global space market and 20,000 jobs in the sector over the next decade.  

• Scotland is already ‘punching above its weight’ in terms of performance in the UK 
space sector, with 12% of all UK space sector jobs being based in Scotland.  

• Scotland’s dynamic and space sector focuses upon a number of high-tech, high skill 
and research & development intensive areas, with great potential for further growth.   

• The sector is expanding rapidly; companies like Spire Global are choosing to 
establish a presence here, and existing companies, like the launch vehicle 
manufacturer Orbex, are recruiting and expanding their physical footprint.    

• Space has become a fundamental aspect of modern-day life and is shaping our 
futures, whether through rapid advances in technology, the net zero agenda, 
inspiring our young people or through simply connecting people to each other  

• Space has demonstrated a remarkable power to inspire widespread interest in 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) and provides a range of 
exciting new learning opportunities for young people helping them grasp their full 
potential.  

• Of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals set by the United Nations data from 
satellites plays a critical role in 13 goals and makes a contribution to the remaining 
four. Of the 54 essential climate variables defined by the heads of UN Climate 
Change, about 60 per cent can be addressed by satellite data.    

• The Scottish Government is fully committed to supporting our burgeoning space 
sector identified as a priority in our Inward Investment Plan, the National Strategy for 
Economic Transformation and the National Innovation Strategy.   

  
Scottish Space Strategy  
We have big ambitions for our commercial space sector and in 2021 we launched our first 
ever space strategy in partnership with industry and academia.  

• The Scottish Government will continue to support the delivery of the actions and 
challenges set out in our joint Scottish Space Strategy, to achieve our ambition to 
become Europe’s leading space nation.   

  
Key Facts/Figures  

• The global space sector is worth over $469bn, with 77% accounted for by the 
commercial market.     

• There are 228 space organisations located in Scotland that together employ 6,404 
workers1.  

• Scottish space organisations are active primarily in space manufacturing followed 
closely by space applications2.   

• Scotland’s space manufacturing highlights the significance of Scotland to the UK 
space industry as a whole as it generates almost a third [£529m] of the UK’s total 
GVA in this segment3.  

• Scottish space industry income was £254m in 2017/18 supporting Gross Value 
Added (GVA) of £880m [14% of the UK’s total space industry contribution].4  

• At the moment, GVA per employee is estimated at £144,000, this is 2.5 times the 
United Kingdom’s average labour productivity.  

• An independent market assessment5 found that the total addressable market for 
small rockets launched in 2020-2031 from the UK translates to 970 dedicated 



 

cumulative micro-launchers from UK, potential for $5.8 billion in launch revenue and 
$490 million in space services revenue.  

• Scotland hosts 5 of the 7 spaceport projects in the UK, and has 2 currently in 
construction with planning approval for a third.   

• At the International Astronautical Congress last month, SaxaVord and Sutherland 
Spaceport were two of eight commercial spaceports that signed up to a new 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) for better strategic collaboration. The 
spaceports have agreed to team up and establish a forum to explore potential 
strategic collaboration in a range of areas of common interest and introduce a 
dialogue on establishing international spaceport standards. The eight spaceports 
include: Hokkaido Spaceport/HOSPO (Japan); Space Centre Australia; Virginia 
Commercial Space Flight Authority, US. 

• At Space-Comm Expo Scotland last month, you witnessed Space Scotland signing a 
MoU with the Malaysian equivalent counterparts, The Malaysian Space Industry 
Consortium, to foster cooperation in activities in the space sector by leveraging the 
strength of the space ecosystems of both countries. This was followed by two further 
signings: Statement of Interest signing between UZMA Berhad and Celestia; 
Declaration of Interest Gading Berhad and Fire Arrow. 

• These are key declarations from our Scottish Space industry willing to collaborate 
with others partners with shared collective goals. 

  
Eco-system  
Scotland has a thriving ecosystem and our approach to collaboration enables an 
environment that is supportive to the growth and success of industrial space businesses.  

• Space Scotland (SpS) provides a single voice for industry to grow its recognition 
and reputation and brings the industry together, when appropriate, to present a 
united, focused and coordinated approach to the sector’s shared challenges.    

• The Scottish Space Academic Forum (SSAF) is an initiative and management 
forum aimed at ensuring alignment across research, development and education to 
provide support to maximise the research potential of Space Scotland for economic 
growth.   

• The Scottish Government Space Group (SGSG) offers world class business 
support through our economic and skills development agencies Scottish Enterprise, 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise, South of Scotland Enterprise, Scottish 
Development International and Skills Development Scotland.   

• Scotland’s space sector ambitions will also benefit from the guidance of a group of 
space experts from the GlobalScots network, under the Scotland International 
Space Advisory Committee (SISAC).  

  
Scotland’s Strengths   
We have all the ingredients for a world class business and research offering.  

• Scotland is leading in small satellite manufacturing with Glasgow building more small 
satellites than any other place in Europe.   

• We have expertise in data gathering and analysis - Scotland is the data driven 
capital of Europe, hosting the largest centre for informatics in Europe and having 
more than 170 data sciences companies.   

• We have leading research institutions with relevant expertise, and this was 
demonstrated as Scottish skills and innovation played an important role in the 
development of the instruments on board the James Webb Space Telescope.  

• Launch will be the final piece of Scotland’s end-to-end supply chain capability.  
  
 



 

Launch  
Our aim is to develop launch capability by 2025 to serve small satellite producers, with 
plans for both vertical and horizontal spaceports across Scotland.   

• SaxaVord Spaceport has become the first fully-licensed vertical launch spaceport in 
Western Europe, able to undertake launches in Low earth orbit up to 30 times a 
year  

• We are ideally located for launches into sun-synchronous and polar orbits and a 
number of launch infrastructure projects are progressing well.  

• The spaceports in Scotland together form a complementary offering that enables the 
targeting of a wider market base.  

  
Sustainability  
Scotland is now world leading when it comes to sustainable space, a key area of our 
Strategy.  

• The industry is sensitive to the global conversation about climate change and its own 
role within that – both as a force for good via climate monitoring and in mitigating its 
own environmental impact through manufacturing processes, launch and end of 
life.     

• In 2022, Scotland launched the world’s first ever Sustainable Space Roadmap to 
encourage responsible growth and set us on the path to becoming the greenest 
space sector in the world.  

  
International  
International positioning and marketing are essential to maintain existing progress and 
support further growth.   

• Others have already looked at our nation and made the decision that it is the best 
place for them to grow their business – Spire chose Scotland because they like our 
values and the way we do business.   

• We will work closely with SISAC and Space Scotland to build international 
awareness of Scotland’s strengthening position in the global Space landscape and 
establish strategic international alliances in the space sector.    

• We are committed to exploring opportunities for collaborations with other nations by 
sharing ideas, expertise and identifying common goals.  

   
Skills  
A key action in our strategy is to ensure that we deliver a talent pipeline that provides the 
right mix of skills, in the right quantities, at the right time, to support the anticipated growth 
trajectory of the sector, while ensuring equality of access to all.   

• As well as supporting industry initiatives, the Scottish Government has created an 
Industry Advisory Group for skills and talent attraction that will take forward targeted 
activities with a focus on space and allied sectors.  
 

Promotion  
We need to inspire the next generation of entrepreneurs and create and deliver new cross-
sectoral opportunities.  

• First launch is a great opportunity to showcase the end-to-end capability that 
Scotland has to offer the commercial world but also the people of Scotland.  

  
Government as a customer  
We are alive to the importance of the Scottish Government’s role as a customer, to help 
create and anchor the abundant opportunities there.   



 

• Earth observation can play a crucial role in empowering more informed decision-
making, not only within the private sector, but also supporting policy development 
and implementation in the public sector.  

• We will continue to explore the opportunities that new satellite technologies can offer 
Scotland, from improving broadband services to digital solutions for farming, 
manufacturing and transport, to name a few.  

  
BACKGROUND  
  
SG Strategies  

• The Scottish Government is fully committed to supporting our burgeoning space 
sector identified as a priority in our Inward Investment Plan, A Trading Nation, our 
National Strategy for Economic Transformation and National Innovation 
Strategy.  

• The NSET rightly recognises space as one of the key opportunities for the future and 
we will continue to build on our strengths in this innovative sector to capture its full 
potential.  

• Our National Innovation Strategy sets out our vision for Scotland to become one of 
the world’s most innovative small nations over the next decade.  

• We want space to sit alongside and complement other innovative and high-growth 
industries where Scotland is making good progress, whether that be our photonics 
industry, our work in quantum computing technologies, or our academic expertise in 
robotics and autonomous systems – they are all central to this ambition.  

  
SG Support for the sector  

• The Scottish Government and its Enterprise Agencies provide funding for projects 
and spaceports. Over the last 5 years SG, Enterprise Agency and SNIB support for 
the sector has exceeded £100m  

  
Key Facts and Figures  
UKSA reports: Size and Health of the Space Sector  

UK Report: 
Size & 
Health of 
the space 
sector  

2016/17  

Scottish 
Space 
Cluster 
Report 
2017/18  

2018/19  2019/20  2020/21  2021/22  

No. space 
companies 
in Scotland  

132  133  173  144  183  228  

No. Space 
sector 
companies 
HQ in 
Scotland  

83    96  101  76    

Employment  7555  8019  7703  8440  8568  6404  

Income  £140m  £254m  £137m  £141m  £180m  £298m  

GVA    £880m          

  
 



 

ANNEX E 
SPACE SUSTAINABILITY ROADMAP 
 

• On 05 September 2022, the Minister for Business, Trade, Tourism and Enterprise 
launched the world’s first Sustainable Space Roadmap, for the entirety of the space 
sector in Scotland. The roadmap was developed by Space Scotland’s Environmental 
Taskforce, supported by Scottish Enterprise to encourage responsible growth.  

• In Scotland, we have the world’s most ambitious legislative framework for emissions 
reduction, and we remain absolutely committed to a just transition to net-zero emissions 
by 2045.   

• The space sector has a key role to play in tackling climate change through the provision 
of earth observation and environmental data.    

• Scotland's space sector is set to become the greenest on Earth by taking a responsible 
approach to space activities    

• This roadmap – the first of its kind - is an important piece of work that will be an 
exemplar of responsible and sustainable space to other space nations at a time when 
climate change has become a global emergency.  

 
Sustainability  

One pressing example for today and future generations is fuel poverty; can satellite 
data identify communities who are fuel poor in Great Britain?   
  
Astrosat – who are based close to our capital Edinburgh - worked on a project, in 
partnership with the European Space Agency and energy provider E.ON to help 
identify the places around the country which are more at risk of being fuel poor.   
   
Astrosat's fuel poverty algorithm allows users to view fuel poverty at a level of 
granularity that we simply can’t find anywhere else. And this data enabled E.ON to 
invest their Energy Company Obligations more intelligently into the warmer homes 
program; investing in new boilers, better insulation and improved thermal efficiency 
in UK homes.  

  
We launched a £300k innovation challenge fund to help Scottish businesses 
develop innovative space-based solutions that can support the Net Zero transition. 
This challenge has been extremely successful and, out of the 12 projects supported, 
more than half have either already secured further funding, or are in the process of 
doing so.  
  

  
Space Scotland has partnered with stakeholders to develop a sustainable Space 
Work Package - which invites Scottish space companies to participate in a free and 
anonymous carbon audit workshop, led by a team of space and sustainability 
specialists to help them understand, manage and quantify their carbon footprint to 
reduce it and take another step toward sustainability.  
  

Orbex’s ‘Prime’ vehicle is expected to be first rocket to launch from Sutherland - 
thanks to its choice of design and materials, it will be 30 per cent lighter than similar 
sized rockets and around fifty times more fuel efficient. Uniquely for a commercial 
rocket, Prime will use bio-propane, a clean-burning and completely renewable fuel.  
  
A study carried out by researchers at the University of Exeter, calculated the carbon 
footprint of launching will be up to 96 per cent lower than comparable space launch 



 

programmes, and up to 86% fewer emissions than a similar sized vertical launch 
vehicle powered by fossil fuels.   
  
The ‘Prime’ rocket was designed to leave no orbital debris and to be re-usable, 
using an innovative low mass concept to recover the main stage.  
  
In December 2023, Orbex received £3.3m funding from the ESA Boost! 
Programme to undertake activities to build the Ultra-Green Launch Complex at 
Sutherland Spaceport. The funding will go towards finalising the detailed design, 
production, installation and commissioning of the Sutherland Spaceport launch pad 
for Orbex’s Prime rocket.  

 Skyrora has developed its own eco-friendly fuel, ‘Ecosene’, using atmosphere-
friendly unrecyclable plastic as rocket propellant, shown to be around 30% less 
polluting than the kerosene fuel it will replace.  
  

Our commitment to ‘Sustainable Space’ was firmly set in Scotland’s first ever 
space strategy and positioning our nation as a thought leader regarding the 
reduction of the environmental impact of space activity. The whole space community 
here in Scotland are already taking action to reduce their carbon footprint and 
support the transition to net zero.    
  
From Space Hub Sutherland set to operate the ‘greenest spaceport in the world’, to 
Orbex who are manufacturing the ‘world’s most environmentally friendly space 
rocket’, to companies like Spire Global using satellite data to predict wildfires.    

  
Ecometrica are enabling some of the world’s largest businesses to accurately and 
transparently calculate their climate impact, ensuring compliance with the latest 
legislation.   
  
They also provide a Scottish Earth Observation Service, which increases the 
consistency, continuity, extent and usefulness of geospatial content through the 
provision of services that address environment and land management challenges 
faced by a number of Scottish public and private organisations.  
  

 



 

ANNEX F 
INNOVATION STRATEGY  

• Since publishing the Innovation Strategy last year, we have been working closely 
with key partners to develop and deliver its four programmes. 

• We have published our Entrepreneurial Campus Blueprint, a comprehensive plan to 
establish the Scottish higher education system as a world-class hotbed of start-up 
creation and scaling.  

• We are actively working with the universities of Glasgow, Edinburgh, and Strathclyde 
on their plans to develop their new Scottish Innovation Fund to invest in early-stage 
start-ups focused on emerging technology areas. 

• Working collaboratively across the broader public sector, academia and industry we 
are establishing a Cluster Development programme to build world leading excellence 
in those priority areas where Scotland has the educational, industrial and natural 
assets necessary to be truly world class.  These include space; photonics, quantum 
& semiconductors; and robotics & autonomous systems. 

• The £5 million enterprise package announced on 20th May 2024 will help to deliver 
against the Innovation Strategy's ambitions by maximising the economic impact of 
university spin-outs and further commercialising academic research. 

• Work is underway with our Enterprise Agencies on the innovation funding review.  
This has a focus on increasing alignment of funds, reducing unnecessary duplication 
and addressing any gaps in the funding landscape and we look forward to 
announcing a consolidated Innovation Investment Programme in 2024. 

• A new National Productivity Programme will support more of our SMEs to innovate 
and increase productivity through connection with our innovation architecture. This 
new programme will link to the Scottish Cluster Network, so that the wider supply 
chain of current and potential SME customers and suppliers can benefit from 
opportunities in our identified priority areas. 

• Together these programmes will transform Scotland’s research commercialisation, 
embed an investor mindset across innovation support in Scotland and move to a 
more strategic and targeted approach to investing in the areas which have been 
identified as our priorities. 

• We published our first annual Innovation Scorecard on the 11th of Oct. 
 
BACKGROUND 

• The Scottish Government published Scotland’s National Innovation Strategy in June 
2023, setting out a vision of how over the next ten years Scotland seeks to become 
one of the most innovative small nations in the world.  

• Split into four programmes, the strategy sets out actions aimed at utilising innovation 
as a driver to grow the economy and create jobs in areas of strength: energy 
transition; health and life sciences; advanced manufacturing; and the application of 
data and digital technologies.  

• In addition, an annual innovation scorecard will benchmark Scotland’s international 
performance over time. 

 
Innovation Policy & Strategy  
Oct 2024 
 



 

ANNEX G 
OFFSHORE RENEWABLES 
 
PIPELINE, SCOTWIND AND INTOG 
At the start of 2024, Scotland has a reported potential pipeline of over 40 GW of 
offshore wind projects and 3 GW of operational offshore wind capacity.  

• ScotWind is the world’s largest commercial leasing round for floating offshore wind, 
with around 28 GW of fixed and floating wind across 20 projects, putting Scotland at 
the forefront of the global development of offshore wind.   

• Innovation and Targeted Oil and Gas (INTOG) presents significant opportunities to 
decarbonise oil and gas production in Scotland while, crucially, enabling the offshore 
wind sector to expand.   

• The INTOG leasing round is a ‘first of its kind’ with 12 successful applicants taking 
projects forward and it is the next step in realising another world leading opportunity 
for Scotland’s energy transition.   

 
OFFER TO INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS 
Scotland has a wealth of pioneering expertise to share with international partners, 
and our project pipeline offers supply chain and market opportunities for wind 
technologies and port infrastructure.   

• With scale, offshore engineering heritage, an extensive network of ports and strong 
innovation clusters, Scotland will be at the heart of the Europe’s energy transition, 
and future energy security for decades to come.    

• To fully maximise delivery, collaboration and strategic partnerships will be key. It will 
take governments working together, learning together, businesses growing together, 
and ideas being shared between all of us to succeed.    

 
FLOATING OFFSHORE WIND 
The expertise gained through over 40 years of experience gained from oil and gas 
sector operations in Scottish waters, means this sector, and its supply chain, will be 
a differentiator for Scotland in developing floating offshore wind technologies. 

• The development of technologies such as floating wind, which offer scope for 
development in deeper water, have significant potential to contribute offshore wind 
energy supply at increasingly affordable prices. 

• Floating technology is particularly well suited to the deeper water abundant around 
Scotland and in the vicinity of oil and gas infrastructure. 

 
UP TO £500M STRATEGIC INVESTMENT 
We are investing up to £500 million over five years to strengthen Scotland's offshore 
wind supply chain, positioning it as a hub for global partnerships.    

• This investment serves as a catalyst for further private sector investment, providing 
international partners with a stable and supportive environment for growth and 
innovation in the renewables sector.   

• Our commercial first approach will stimulate private investment in the infrastructure 
and manufacturing facilities critical to the growth of our world-leading offshore wind 
sector. 

• Our evidence paper, ‘Offshore Wind Focus’, underpins our approach to alignment 
and prioritisation of public sector investment which will have a catalytic effect and 
maximise the economic value to Scotland.  

• We welcome the commitment of developers who have pledged an average 
investment of £1.5 billion in Scotland per project across the 20 ScotWind offshore 



 

wind projects. We expect developers to honour these commitments, which will not 
only benefit Scotland but also provide international partners with opportunities to 
participate in a thriving market.   

 
PORTS & INFRASTRUCTURE 
Scotland’s ports are crucial in helping to unlock our huge offshore wind potential.  

• We recognise that investment is key, and private investment will be central for the 
development of our ports and infrastructure. 

• The £100m investment at Ardersier Port will underpin one of the largest regeneration 
projects in the Highlands for decades. At full capacity it is estimated that the site has 
potential to enable around 3,000 jobs and reskilling opportunities for the community 
over the next 10 years. 

• The Scottish Offshore Wind Ports Alliance (SOWPA) shows the strong appetite of 
the sector to work strategically and collaboratively – building even further on the 
momentum Scotland is gaining in our journey to becoming an offshore renewables 
powerhouse.   

 
MARINE ENERGY 
Scotland has approximately 10 megawatts of operational tidal stream energy capacity 
in the UK and more than half the total capacity installed globally. 

• Since 2014, we have invested over £50 million in the Wave Energy Scotland (WES) 
programme, which supports the development of wave energy in Scotland. 

 
FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN THE SCOTTISH OFFSHORE WIND SUPPLY CHAIN 
The Scottish Government welcomes the involvement of international companies in the 
offshore wind sector and supply chain. 

• Like the UK Government, we consider it important to maintain pragmatic economic 
relationships which have the potential to create jobs and growth. 

• When attracting inward investment strict due diligence is applied on a case-by-case 
basis by the lead enterprise agency and supported by guidance from Scottish 
Government. Due diligence will factor in a range of political, economic and social 
issues, including sanctions, human rights and national security. 

• The UK Government is responsible for national security and energy-related critical 
national infrastructure. 

  



 

WE WELCOME THE OUTCOME OF CONTRACTS FOR DIFFERENCE (CFD) 
ALLOCATION ROUND 6 
Following the absence of any applications from offshore wind developers to last year’s 
Allocation Round, the results of this Allocation Round are a step in the right direction and 
demonstrate the importance and capability of Scotland to deliver zero carbon power. 

• Given the potential of Scotland’s burgeoning offshore wind sector, we need to see even 
greater project numbers and renewables capacity delivered through the CfD in future. 

• We will continue to work with the UK Government to ensure that maximum support, 
sufficient budget and more longer-term certainty is provided to Scottish projects in CfD 
Allocation Round 7 and in future rounds to deliver Scottish projects at scale for both 
onshore and offshore wind. 

• This will provide much-needed clarity on the longer-term approach that will be taken to 
support the sector and the certainty needed to secure investment in the Scottish supply 
chain. 

• To secure project delivery as well as investor and supply chain confidence, the UKG 
should expedite work to ensure timely grid connections and strengthened grid 
infrastructure. 

• Our commitment to invest up to £500 million of public sector funding over 5 years, 
demonstrates that the Scottish Government is already doing what it can to support 
market certainty. 

 
We welcome confirmation that Aberdeen is the UK Government's preferred location 
for GB Energy's HQ. Great British Energy must deliver real benefits for the people of 
Scotland and support delivery of a just energy transition, maximising investment in 
projects in Scotland. 

• Aberdeen has a long and proud history of energy innovation and an outstanding skills 
base and will be at the heart of Scotland’s just transition to clean energy. 

• We will now press the UK Government to make sure that this announcement brings real 
decision making to Aberdeen and adds value to the great work already taking place in 
the energy transition.  

• More widely, we are working closely with the UK Government as it establishes the GBE 
team, and we would encourage them to accelerate the establishment of the new 
organisation so that investment in projects in Scotland can be taken forward without 
delay. 

 
Scotland is at the forefront of renewables technology development. We generate the 
majority of our electricity from renewable sources and play a crucial role in the UK's 
overall renewable energy landscape. 
 
A national public energy company that is involved in large-scale energy generation 
would only be possible in an independent Scotland where we had full powers over 
the energy market and full access to borrowing.  
 
 
 
 
 
We welcome confirmation that Aberdeen is the UK Government's preferred location 
for GB Energy's HQ. Great British Energy must deliver real benefits for the people of 
Scotland and support delivery of a just energy transition, maximising investment in 
projects in Scotland. 



 

• Aberdeen has a long and proud history of energy innovation and an outstanding skills 
base, and will be at the heart of Scotland’s just transition to clean energy. 

• We will now press the UK Government to make sure that this announcement brings real 
decision making to Aberdeen and adds value to the great work already taking place in 
the energy transition.  

• More widely, we are working closely with the UK Government as it establishes the GBE 
team, and we would encourage them to accelerate the establishment of the new 
organisation so that investment in projects in Scotland can be taken forward without 
delay. 

 
Scotland is at the forefront of renewables technology development. We generate the 
majority of our electricity from renewable sources and play a crucial role in the UK's overall 
renewable energy landscape. 
 
A national public energy company that is involved in large-scale energy generation would 
only be possible in an independent Scotland where we had full powers over the energy 
market and full access to borrowing. 
 
 
 
 
  



 

ANNEX H 
HYDROGEN 
 
Top lines 

• Scotland has the resources, the people and the ambition to become a world leader in 
hydrogen production, and our Hydrogen Action Plan sets out how we will work 
collaboratively with the energy sector to drive progress over the coming years to 
2026. 

• Scotland is creating a hydrogen economy that will provide economic benefit and a 
renewable and low carbon source of energy to help meet our net zero ambitions. 

• We were the first of the nations of the UK to publish a policy statement on hydrogen, 
setting out an ambition to generate 5GW of renewable and low-carbon hydrogen by 
2030, and 25GW by 2045. 

• Our Hydrogen Action Plan, published December 2022, sets out the strategic 
approach and actions required to deliver that ambition over the course of this 
Parliament.  

• These actions intend to help put Scotland on the pathway to becoming a leading 
nation by 2045 in the production of competitive and sustainable hydrogen as well as 
help securing Scotland’s future as a centre of international excellence in areas such 
as innovation, skills and supply chain. 

• In the Action Plan, we refresh our commitment to providing the supportive policy and 
regulatory environment required to enable Scotland to take a pioneering role in a 
growing global industry and to support our vision for Scotland to become a leading 
hydrogen nation in the production of reliable, competitive, sustainable hydrogen. 

• The action plan is also clear that we are keen to play our role in the development of 
hydrogen in the UK, European and international markets. 

• Scotland is currently developing a Hydrogen Sector Export Plan which will highlight 
the scale of the export opportunity, Scotland’s competitive advantage and the initial 
actions we will take at home and abroad to support Scottish companies to participate 
in and benefit from the development of the international hydrogen market. 

 
Export & Trade opportunity 

• Over the next few years, we will focus on taking action to secure the role of Scottish 
companies in the global hydrogen supply chain, to work with our international 
partners to share expertise and develop the sector more quickly, and to ensure 
Scotland is prepared to play a key role in meeting the growing demand for hydrogen 
from import countries in Europe. 

• The Hydrogen Action Plan, published in December 2022, sets out the strategic 
approach and actions required to support our vision for Scotland to become a 
leading hydrogen nation in the production of reliable, competitive, sustainable 
hydrogen. 

• Scotland's extensive renewable resources means we are well-placed to ensure long-
term security of supply of green hydrogen in Europe. Scotland is just 700km away 
from the Netherlands and 750km from the North German coast.  

• Our economic analysis also concludes that Scotland has the potential to deliver up to 
126TWh of green hydrogen per year by 2045 (3.3 Mt), with up to 94TWh (2.5 Mt) of 
hydrogen for export to Europe and the rest of the UK. 

 
Scotland is an innovator in the hydrogen sector, which could not only decarbonise 
key parts of industry and transport, but also potentially service an export demand to 
the UK and Northern Europe. 



 

• The Scottish Government has a strong track record of supporting world-leading 
hydrogen demonstration projects in Scotland, including a world first domestic heating 
demonstration bringing 100% green hydrogen to 300 homes in Fife, a fleet of 25 
hydrogen double decker buses in Aberdeen City, supported by a combination of 
Scottish and European funding; and in Orkney, we have the world’s first hydrogen 
production from tidal energy.  

• The assessments completed as part of the development of the Hydrogen Sector 
Export Plan, has shown that Scotland’s supply chain is already engaged in exporting 
hydrogen services and skills to global markets. This includes exporting manufactured 
products, supporting new projects and offering integration services around the world.  

 
HYDROGEN SECTOR EXPORT PLAN (HSEP)  

• We are working closely with industry and international partners over the coming months 
to develop our HSEP, that will set out the steps needed to realise Scotland's export 
potential.  

• The Plan will consider the short-term export opportunities around skills and the supply 
chain, as well as the economic opportunity for Scotland represented by the export of 
renewable hydrogen in the longer term.  

• To support the development of the Plan, the Scottish Government have commissioned 
research to investigate low-carbon hydrogen demand scenarios in North-West 
European regions and sectors out to 2045.  

• This work will sit alongside internal research being conducted on the economic 
competitiveness of hydrogen in various sectors and end-uses, such as for aviation 
transport or for refineries, to establish the most likely (sectoral/end-use) off-taker 
markets for hydrogen and the current best estimates for the likely size of those 
markets.   

• Research has also been commissioned to map the key markets and opportunities for 
Scottish hydrogen supply chain goods and services.  

• Together, this research will provide a robust evidence base demonstrating economic 
opportunity for hydrogen in Europe according to currently available data.  

 
 
Key Hydrogen Production Projects  
Aberdeen Small Hydrogen Valley 

• A group of Scottish partners has submitted a Horizon Europe application for funding 
to become a small hydrogen valley under the Clean Hydrogen Partnership call. The 
TH2ISTLE proposal was submitted mid-April. 

• A hydrogen valley is defined as a geographical area where (clean/green) hydrogen is 
produced, stored/distributed and used by several end users – creating an innovation 
ecosystem to develop a hydrogen economy at local level.  

• Aberdeen City Council is coordinating the project proposal, with partners including 
Scottish Enterprise, the Energy Transition Zone, BP, Hydrasun, Aberdeen Harbour, 
Aberdeen Uni, RGU. International partners offering support include the Bavarian 
town of Regensburg, Bremen, Stavanger, Groningen, Esbjerg and the University of 
Galway. Some of these are fellow cities in the World Energy Cities Partnership.  

[REDACTED]  
 
 
Further Aberdeen projects 

• Aberdeen is already one of Europe’s most pioneering hydrogen cities including: 
o two publicly accessible hydrogen refuelling stations; and 
o one of the largest and most varied fleets of H2 vehicles on the continent.  



 

• The development of the new South Harbour, the largest marine infrastructure project 
in the UK, and the adjacent Energy Transition Zone (ETZ) is set to become a 
catalyst for high-value manufacturing, R&D and hydrogen development.  

• Other ambitious projects in the Aberdeen area include: 
o Storegga’s ACORN project offering large-scale H2 production with CCUS;  
o SGN’s Northeast Vision utilising H2 to decarbonise Aberdeen’s gas grid. 

  
ORION Project 

• The ORION Clean Energy Project aims to establish Shetland as a world-leading 
energy hub, maximising the islands’ outstanding wind, tidal and wave resources to 
produce renewable hydrogen for use in powering homes, businesses and vehicles, 
as well as electrifying onshore and offshore oil and gas installations.  

• Hydrogen storage and transportation is a major focus, utilising existing infrastructure 
for hydrogen production and export to domestic and international markets.  

• This includes Shetland Gas Plant and Sullom Voe oil terminal, a deepwater port with 
experience and facilities for H2 export, including docking for tankers.  

• Partners in ORION include Shetland Islands Council (SIC), Net Zero Technology 
Centre, Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) and University of Strathclyde. 

• Several energy industry organisations have become part of a steering group that 
provides guidance to ORION. That includes industry collaborations with BP, 
EnQuest, Equinor, Scottish & Southern Electricity (SSE), Siccar Point Energy (SPE), 
Shell, and TotalEnergies. 

  
North of Scotland Hydrogen Programme – Cromarty Firth 

• The Programme aims to develop a state-of-the-art hub in the Cromarty Firth to 
produce, store and distribute green hydrogen at scale to the local area, the UK and 
Europe. 

• It is ideally located close to large-scale renewable electricity supply and seeks to 
feed the huge local demand for green hydrogen from distilleries, industry, transport 
(road, rail & aviation) and domestic applications. 

• Scottish Power and Storegga are developing the Cromarty Distilleries Project as part 
of the overall programme. Phase 1 aims to have a 35 MW electrolyser facility 
operational by the end of 2024, producing up to 14 tonnes of renewable hydrogen 
per day to meet local distillery demands and prove the technology at this scale.  

• The project will initially supply renewable hydrogen to local distilleries operated by 
Diageo, Glenmorangie and Whyte and Mackay, as well as the supply chain 
supporting those distilleries, before expanding into a broader Cromarty regional 
solution for heat and transport needs whilst also enabling hydrogen export via the 
Port of Cromarty Firth. 

 
 
 
 



 

ANNEX I 
INWARD INVESTMENT 
Key messages 

• Shaping Scotland’s Economy: Inward Investment Plan (IIP) was published in October 
2020 and outlines a plan for Scotland to be a leading destination for inward investment 
aligned with Scotland’s values of fair work, net zero and inclusive prosperity.  

• The IIP highlights the important role inward investment can play in Scotland’s economic 
recovery by delivering high-value jobs to the economy. 

• Although only 3% of businesses in Scotland are inward investors1, these businesses 
account for over a third of jobs, around half of GVA, just under two thirds of Business 
Expenditure on Research and Development (BERD) and three quarters of exports in 
Scotland. 

• Scotland’s strong workforce, competitive cost base, world-class universities, supportive 
business environment, natural resources and unparalleled quality of life is what makes 
global companies decide to locate here. 

• Scotland has a strong track record of attracting inward investment. Both the EY Survey 
and Scottish Development International annual results reaffirm Scotland as a destination 
of choice for inward investors.  

 
Background 
Facts/Figures/Stats 

• EY’s independent Annual Attractiveness Survey benchmarks Scotland’s inward 
investment performance within the UK and Europe. Published in July 2024, the latest 
EY Survey confirms that Scotland secured a record 142 FDI projects in 2023 and a 
14.4% share of UK FDI projects. 

• Scotland maintains its position as the top performing place in the UK for inward 
investment projects outside of London, for the ninth year. 

• Scotland is outperforming the rest of the UK and Europe with the growth in the number 
of FDI projects attracted for the third year in a row. 

• The US remains the leading origin of inward investment, in 2023 this accounted for 27 
projects or 19% of Scotland’s total during that year. Projects from Germany doubled to 
20, a decade high. 

• Scottish Development International (SDI) Annual Results for 2022-2023 showed that 
through our Team Scotland approach, 86 projects were supported, with 34 of those 
projects coming from new investors.  

• 8,533 jobs were generated in total, of which 3572 were new jobs and 4961 were 
safeguarded jobs. 99% of these jobs paying a real living wage (an annual salary of at 
least £19,305, based on a 37.5-hour week). 

Links to wider policy. 

• The SG Policy Prospectus, April 2023, sets out a commitment by 2026 to build a fair, 
green and growing economy with a clear emphasis on international “with more, higher 
quality, inward investment, and Scotland’s attractiveness as a location for inward 
investment improving”. 

• The IIP is key to supporting Scotland’s growth clusters and transition to net zero in key 
opportunity areas identified in NSET, including Offshore Wind, Hydrogen, Space and 
Digital technologies.  

• Good quality inward investment will continue to help build capacity in our crucial supply 
chains to make ensure Scotland offers the right market conditions and skilled workforce 

 
1 Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) or inward investment (which includes investment from the rest of the UK into Scotland) involves a 
company or institution headquartered outside of Scotland that establishes a base of operations within Scotland, creating jobs, economic 
opportunities and associated capital investment. 



 

to support future, high quality investment opportunities aligning with delivery of our wider 
international and economic strategies.  

 
Delivery to Date 

• We have targeted engagement with our leading investors to rapidly scale opportunities.  

• We have established an Inward Investment Catalyst Fund (IICF), in conjunction with 
Interface, to target companies not yet located in Scotland, seeking to establish stronger 
ties between Scottish academia and industry.  

• We continue to work in close collaboration with Skills Development Scotland to deliver 
the Inward Investment Skills Fund (formerly Digital Skills Catalyst Fund) supporting 
companies that have a non-Scottish HQ and are seeking to create and safeguard jobs in 
Scotland. 

• We have supported the Quantum Computing Application (QCA) Cluster project with the 
Universities of Strathclyde, Glasgow and Edinburgh, SDI and industry to provide “one 
door” access to Scotland’s quantum expertise and to develop a sustainable university-
led approach to attracting inward investment. 

• Through the Quantum Computing Applications (QCA) fund (£375K in SG grant funding 
in FY 23/24), the project team comprising 3 Scottish universities and SDI has delivered: 

o QCA delegation to key markets including USA, France, London and South Korea 
resulting in 80+ qualified leads interested in Scotland’s quantum computing 
strengths.  

o ‘Quantum Week Scotland 2024’ a week-long festival for quantum computing 
acting as a platform for driving international investment into Scotland featuring 
Ministerial engagement and participation from over 500 delegates from 70+ 
universities and 45+ companies.  

• We have published outputs of the inward investment measurement and evaluation 
framework, capturing Scotland’s inward investment performance and spillover impacts. 
This showed that 50% of respondents stated that without support from delivery partners 
they may not have been able to carry out the new/expansion project in Scotland and 
importantly 9 in 10 supported firms buy goods/services from Scottish suppliers.  

• Other wider spillover benefits include the increased knowledge and/or expertise transfer 
activities which took place between supported firms and different stakeholders (e.g. 
Scottish Suppliers, Scottish business customers and Scottish universities/colleges) in 
Scotland. 

 
Forward Look 

• Potential case studies highlighting successful Inward Investment Skills Fund are 
planned.  

• The EY Attractiveness Survey was published in July and the SDI Annual FDI results will 
be published in August/September 2024. 

• In September 2024 the latest award of the Inward Investment Catalyst Fund (IICF) were 
announced with nearly £60k awarded to six R&D projects, including two alternative 
protein ventures and an educational digital children’s game about business.   

 
Sensitivities 

• We are in the process of re-engaging with UK Ministers following the general election. 
 
Last Update: 07/10/2024



 

 

           ANNEX J 
A TRADING NATION 
 
Key messages 

• Attaining growth through exports is crucial to the future of Scotland’s economy 
and its people, as it ensures that we can invest and deliver the public services 
that we all need.  

• We recognise the important role exports play in economic growth, and as such, 
continue to deliver A Trading Nation – Scotland’s Export Growth Plan. 

• A Trading Nation (ATN) was launched in 2019 with an ambitious target of 
increasing international exports from 20% to 25% of GDP over the next 10 years, 
which would almost double the value of our international exports. 

• Achieving this should increase GDP by approximately £3.5 billion and help 
support 17,500 jobs with an increased tax take of around £500m per annum. 

• To maximise economic impact, the evidence detailed in ATN has led us to 
refocus much of our export support to around 26 priority markets and our key 
exporters.  

• We are continuously monitoring and reviewing the support and advice we offer to 
Scottish businesses, ensuring that the actions we undertake are evidence led, 
adaptable, effective and matches business needs. 

 
Background 

• We have delivered a successful and high-profile international Ministerial visits 
programme across Europe, America, UAE and Southeast Asia to boost export 
growth and attract inward investment into Scotland.  

• We delivered a trade and investment business focused programme at COP 28 
(30 Nov - 6 Dec 2023) which showcased Scottish low carbon energy transition 
expertise and delivered £66.74 million in forecast export sales. 

• We showcased Scotland’s export strengths at Dubai EXPO (Oct 21 to March 22), 
focussed on our National Strategy for Economic Transformation’s (NSET) 
emerging market opportunities of the energy transition, space, and digital health. 
That programme generated £89m in forecast export sales for participating 
companies.  

• We are leveraging Dubai EXPO relationships to deepen collaboration with the 
UAE in low carbon energy transition and infrastructure opportunities.  

• Through the International Trade Partnership (ITP2) we have delivered over 100 
trade missions involving more than 1000 companies and forecasted sales worth 
an estimated £45m. 

• We have bolstered our international networks through recruiting 15 trade 
specialists to support Scottish companies exporting in our priority markets, 
increasing the reach of our GlobalScot network across 60 markets, and growing 
our Trade and Investment Envoys network from 4 to 8 and are appointing more in 
2024.  

• Through export support programmes, delivered via our enterprise agencies, we 
have supported exporters to secure £1.73 billion of projected international sales 
during 2022/23. 

• An independent evaluation published in November 2023 shows businesses 
achieved an additional £1.6bn of exports as a direct result of SG and partner 



 

 

support. They anticipate a further £2.7bn in export sales over the next three 
years, resulting in £4.3bn in total as a result of our support. 

• Fulfilled our PfG commitments to publish 3 Sector Export Plans (SEPs) which 
support domestic companies in the technology, life sciences, and renewables 
sectors to grow and increase their exports. These are in active delivery, 
supporting 30% more companies year on year though direct SEP activity and 
targeted actions.  

• A SEP for the hydrogen sector (for both Supply Chain and Commodity) will be 
published shortly. 
 

Sensitivities  

• Export Statistics Scotland 2021 show Scottish exports were 11.5% lower in 2021 
that 2019. 

• While latest HMRC statistics show that Scotland’s trade performance in goods is 
struggling in very challenging economic times. The value of Scotland’s 
international goods exports decreased by 7% to £22.5 billion, which was greater 
than the 4% decrease experienced by the UK. Only Northern Ireland saw an 
increase in the value of international goods exports over this period. 

• The 7% decline in the most recent 12 months was driven by a 17% decrease 
(down £938.5 million) in the exports of Drink, a 52% decrease in exports of Non-
ferrous metals (down £271 million) and a 27% decrease in Organic chemicals 
(down £127.6 million).  

• Despite recent fluctuations, Scotland’s goods exports levels remain closer to pre-
pandemic levels than those for the UK as a whole. Scotland’s goods exports 
increased by 12% compared to the year ending June 2019 compared to an 
increase of 6% for the UK as a whole. 

• This suggests that Scottish companies are demonstrating resilience in very 
challenging economic circumstances, and through our Export Growth Plan we will 
continue to support companies to navigate these challenges. 

 
Policy leads: [REDACTED] 
 
Last update: 07/10/24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

ANNEX K 
Spain Brief 
 
The current socialist-led government in Spain relies on support from Basque and 
Catalan parties and tends to take a less confrontational approach to constitutional 
disagreements. 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
 
Scottish – Spanish Bilateral relationship  

• [REDACTED]We were delighted to undertake the first official visit to 
Madrid by a Scottish Cabinet Secretary (Mr Robertson) in November 
2022. The visit was of huge value to further our engagement with the central 
government in Madrid and pushed for new opportunities including rural 
depopulation, culture and trade.  

 
[CONSTITUTIONAL LINES FOR ALL SPANISH/AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITY 
AUDIENCES, IF REQUIRED] 
 
[REDACTED] 
[REDACTED] 
 
DEAC Country Profile         
 
Country Profile        
    
Head of State:    King Felipe VI 
Prime Minister:    Pedro Sanchez, (PSOE – Socialist party) 
Government:   Parliamentary Monarchy 
Foreign Minister:   José Manuel Albares 
Ambassador to UK:  Jose Pascual Marco 
UK Ambassador:   Alex Ellis 
Consul General:  Santiago Miralles 
Residents in Scotland:  6,000  
Population:    47 million 
 
Relations with Spain 
[REDACTED] 
 
Domestic politics 

• Socialist leader Pedro Sánchez took over as prime minister in June 2018, after 
his conservative predecessor Mariano Rajoy lost a parliamentary vote of 
confidence. 

• In November 2023, Mr Sánchez formed a minority coalition government with the 
left-wing Sumar party after the general elections in July 2023. After several 
rounds of voting and a failed investiture debate by PP’s Feijoo, Sanchez 
managed to secure his Presidency with what he called a “progressive coalition”. 
The Government has to rely on support from other parties.  



 

 

• The current socialist-led government in Spain relies on support from Basque and 
Catalan parties [REDACTED]. 

[REDACTED] 
Catalonia 

• The Party of the Socialists of Catalonia (PSC), led by Salvador Illa, was the most 
voted party in May 2024 Catalan regional elections. But Illa fell short of the 68-
seat parliamentary majority required to be invested President by the regional 
parliament. After intense negotiations, Illa eventually secured the support of 
Republican Left of Catalonia (ERC, separatists) and Comuns (radical left) and 
was invested President on 8 August with a 68-seat majority. 

• Spaniards got to know Illa when he was Spain’s Health Minister during much of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. [REDACTED] 

[REDACTED] 
Puigdemont  

• On the day Illa was invested former regional President Carles Puigdemont, from 
the Together for Catalonia party (Junts, centre-right separatist) secretly returned 
to Spain from his self-imposed exile in Belgium where he fled following the 2017 
unilateral declaration of independence (he has an outstanding arrest warrant 
against him). Puigdemont was elected as an MP in May’s regional elections and 
timed his return to disrupt Illa’s investiture. 

• Puigdemont appeared in Barcelona only a few hundred yards from the Catalan 
Parliament one hour before the investiture debate. After speaking for six minutes 
to a few hundred of his staunch supporters, he stepped down from the stage and 
disappeared.  Catalonian police officers have since been arrested for helping 
Puigdemont escape.  

 
Spain and the EU 
 

• Spain joined the EU in 1986, the Schengen area in 1995 and the Euro in 1999. 

• Spain, and in particular its political class, is instinctively pro-EU. Spain’s entry into 
the EU was an important step in their transition to post-Franco democracy and 
return to the international stage. 

• Spain is fully committed to the principle of free movement in the EU, which has 
benefitted many Spaniards. 

• Illegal immigration from the north of Africa has historically been a challenge in 
Spain and PM Sánchez has underlined the importance of finding a coordinated 
EU solution to the problem. 

• Spain is particularly well represented in the European Parliament with 51 MEPs, 
and Iratxe Garcia of the ruling PSOE heads up the Progressive Alliance of 
Socialists and Democrats (S&D) party. Additionally, Josep Borrell is in the 
influential position as High Representative/Vice-President, supported by Spaniard 
Enrique Mora as European External Action Service (EEAS) Political Director. 

 
Recent Engagement 
 
- 22-25 April 2024: Ms Gougeon visiting Barcelona for the Global Seafood Export 

and a number of other engagements, including the Director for Seafood in the 
Xunta de Galicia. 

- 6 February 2024: FM met online with Pere Aragones, President of Catalonia.  



 

 

- May 2023: Mr Lochhead visited Madrid on a trade focused visit. 
- November 2022: Mr Robertson visited Madrid and met a number of Spanish 

Government Ministers and official including: 
o Cabinet Undersecretary for Culture and Sports, Eduardo Fernandez 

Palomares 
 



 

 

ANNEX L 
Spain SDI Profile 

 

SPAIN CORE BRIEF  

GDP $/£ 2023  

SPAIN GDP BY EXPENDITURE  

(2022)  

SPAIN TOP TRADING  

PARTNERS (2023)  

$ 1,603,220  

£ 
1,236,117.75   

  

GDP   

GROWTH  

3.93% since 
2022  

  

    

 Expenditure as % of Total GDP 

Imports 

Exports 

Gross Capital Formation 

General Government final 

consumption expenditure 

Household Consumption 56.9 

 

SDI IN SPAIN  STRATEGIC OVERVIEW   

Opening Year  2018  

 Staff Count   2  

 Office(s)  2  

 Office  Madrid,  
 location(s)  Barcelona  

Spain has been highlighted as one of the ‘priority group 1’ countries 
in the Trading Nations export plan. This means that they are the 
market that are expected to provide the most opportunity for 
Scotland’s future export growth. Due to the importance of Spain to 
Scottish exports, there are 2 in-market specialists based in Madrid 
and Barcelona supporting the trade activity. 
 
Spain is the fourth largest country in the EU, with a population of 
close to 48 million and is one of the fastest growing economies in 
the Eurozone. 
 
The Spanish economy showed strong momentum in 2023. GPD 
grew by 2.5% compared to 0.4% in the euro area, and activity was 
3% higher than before the pandemic. What’s more, growth 
forecasts are favourable: 1.9% in 2024 and in 2025, above 
projections for the euro area (Banco de Espana). 
 
The IMF forecasts that the Spanish economy will grow by 2.9% in 
2024, building on a 2.5% expansion in 2023. The Spanish 
economy is booming and has been outperforming peers and 
expectations for over two years now. For example, it grew by 0.8% 
QOQ in the first quarter of 2024, compared to the eurozone 
aggregate of 0.3% (International Monetary Fund). 

SPAIN IN SCOTLAND  

Cónsul General Mr Ignacio  
Cartagena-Núñez  
63, North Castle Street,  
Edinburgh, EH2 3LJ  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portugal 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TRADE OVERVIEW  COMPANIES SUPPORTED 
21/22  

100  

COMPANIES SUPPORTED 
23/24  
167   

  

# EGP COMPANIES 
EXPORTING  

TO SPAIN  

59 exporting to Spain and a 
further 14 companies 
targeting in food & drink 
sector   

  

The value of Scotland’s exports to Spain in 2023 was estimated to 
be circa  
£1.6 billion.  In 2023, Scotland’s top 3 exporting sectors to Spain 
were;  

• Food & Drink, led by Scotch whisky  

• Energy products, including oil and gas  

• Engineering & advanced manufacturing, encompassing 

various  

industrial products  
  
Total trade in goods and services (exports plus imports) between 
the UK and Spain was £64.7 billion in the four quarters to the end 
of Q1 2024, an increase of 8.7% or £5.2 billion in current prices 
from the four quarters to the end of Q1 2023.  
  
Of this £64.7 billion:  

• Total UK exports to Spain amounted to £19.8 billion in the 
four quarters to the end of Q1 2024 (an increase of 4.2% or 
£806 million in current prices, compared to the four quarters to 
the end of Q1 2023);  

• Total UK imports from Spain amounted to £44.8 billion in the 
four quarters to the end of Q1 2024 (an increase of 10.8% or 
£4.4 billion in current prices, compared to the four quarters to 
the end of Q1 2023).  

• Spain was the UK’s 7th largest trading partner in the four 
quarters to the end of Q1 2024 accounting for 3.7% of total UK 
trade.  

• In 2022, the outward stock of foreign direct investment (FDI) 

from the UK in Spain was £90.8 billion accounting for 4.8% of 

the total UK outward FDI stock.  

 

  In 2022, the inward stock of foreign direct investment 
(FDI) in the UK from Spain was £22.3 billion accounting 
for 1.1% of the total UK inward FDI stock.  

*The export value gap is defined as the difference in value 
between Scotland’s exports to a certain market and the exports 
of similar competitors to that same market.  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CONSUMER INDUSTRIES  

  

As the number one tourist market for UK tourists there are just under 300,000 British people 
living in Spain.  Most of them are in Andalucia and Valencia, followed by the Canaries and 
Cataluña.  In 2023, Spain was the most visited country by UK residents with 17.3 million visits 
(up 14.6% from 2022), compared to 15.6 million visits in 2022.  This makes Spain a significant 
market for UK and Scottish products.     
  
In 2023 Barcelona received 3 million cruise passengers (2.3m cruise passengers in 2022), 
making it the busiest cruise port in Europe and the 5th busiest in the world, only surpassed by 
Caribbean ports.  Palma de Mallorca is the 8th busiest.    
  
This makes the Spanish open to trying new international products and is seen in the retail and 
foodservice sectors with increased demand for products from UK, South/Central America, 
Japan, India and China.    

  

Current export figures (HMRC)   
  In 2024, Spain was 7th largest market for Scottish food products exports, valued at 

£22m, with salmon and seafood being the biggest category.  Spain was the 8th largest 
value market for Scotch whisky exports in 2023, worth £184m – an increase of 7% 
from 2022.  It was also the 6th largest volume market for Scotch whisky exports, with 
58 million bottles sold in 2023.  

  

Examples of Trading Nation companies active in market  
[REDACTED]  



 

 

Objectives  
SDI’s in-market specialist will continue to build and expand our network of contacts within the food 
& drink, hospitality and foodservice sector in Spain and identify opportunities for Scottish 
companies, especially within the seafood, premium grocery and health & wellness sectors.   
  
Recent success  

[REDACTED]  
Upcoming activities  

[REDACTED]                                                                   

 

[REDACTED]  
  

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY  

  

Spain accounts for around 6% of Europe’s health tech market.  The sector includes around 
1,000 companies, including 500 manufacturers and presents significant collaboration 
opportunities for Scottish companies. Although declining, construction is still a significant 
industry and many of Spain’s big players such as Ferrovial, Acciona, FCC all moving into green 
and sustainable construction.  

  

Current export figures (HMRC)   
 Scottish exports in Engineering and Advanced Manufacturing were worth £85m in 2018 

while exports of  Technology, Digital and Media were worth £65m  
  

  

Examples of Scottish companies active in market  
 [REDACTED]  

  



 

 

Objectives  
The SDI in-market Specialist in Madrid is focused on identifying trade development opportunities in 
a number of areas. Within life sciences, our focus is on 1-2-1 support in the areas of biotech and 
pharma. In technology, we will focus on opportunities digital health and care, ed-tech, agri-tech and 
niche opportunities in other areas as gaming. A trade development group is also working on 
sustainable construction technology.   
  
Recent success  

[REDACTED]  
  
Upcoming activities  

• [REDACTED][REDACTED]  

 ENERGY - OFFSHORE WIND   

Recently added to the trade portfolio, SDI in market specialist in Madrid developing a Trade 
Opportunity for OffShore wind Spain.  
  
 Spain is one of Europe’s leading onshore wind markets with 31,017 MW of wind power 
installed, in Oct 24 the Spanish government published a long-awaited decree which will govern 
its nascent offshore wind sector, Spain is targeting 1-3GW of offshore wind by 2030. The 
revised Integrated National Energy and Climate Plan (PNIEC) 2023-2030 is a key piece of 
Spanish legislation that redefines the objectives collected in the original PNIEC plan (2021-
2030), to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, accelerate renewable energy generation and 
improve energy efficiency.  
  
In February 2023, the Spanish Ministry of Ecological Transition announced the approval of 
Marine Spatial Plans –  
POEMs – which outline almost 5,000 square kilometres as accessible areas for the 
development of offshore wind  

 

power. This is an important, long-awaited milestone in line with plans in the Offshore Wind 
Roadmap and EU Strategy on Offshore Renewable Energy.  
  
The first Spanish renewables auction including Offshore Wind Energy projects is expected to 
be launched in late 2024 / early 2025.  
  

  

 



 

 

INWARD INVESTMENT OVERVIEW  

• In 2019, there were 55 Spanish owned businesses in Scotland, operating across 415 
locations, employing nearly 12,000, with a total turnover of over £5 billion     

• Iberdrola is Spain’s number 1 energy group.  Total Iberdrola investment in the UK since 
entering the market in 2007 is £12bn. Employing 5,800 direct, 70,000 indirect.  Scottish 
Power, a subsidiary of Iberdrola based in Glasgow, makes up approximately 15-20% of 
Iberdrola’s assets.  Iberdrola is the largest wind-energy producer in the UK and infrastructure 
and construction companies such as Ferrovial and FCC have significant interests.   

• Telefónica began operating in Britain in 2006 after buying O2, which operates in the UK, 
Ireland and Germany  

• Talgo Train - Spanish train manufacturer announced that it has selected the former 

Longannet power station as its new factory site with 1,000 new jobs to be created.  SDI/SE 

very active to secure this investment.  

• Other companies with an important presence include the Meliá and NH hotel chains and 
Inditex, the world’s biggest fashion retailer, which has 103 stores across the UK, mainly under 
the Zara brand  

• March- 22. Telefonica Tech acquires Glasgow based Incemental, with this new acquisition, 
Telefónica Tech UK&I significantly increases its scale in the UK  

• Inditex – in April 2022 Inditex bought an office building in Glasgow (Scotland) for 200 million 

pounds  

  

GLOBALSCOTS  UNIVERSITIES  

• 10 Globalscots with expertise in Food & 

Drink,  

Financial Services, Tourism, F&D, Aerospace &  
Defence and Construction sectors  
• GlobalScot John Scott is also the Scottish  

Government Trade Envoy for Spain  
• 2 Globalscots added in 2023/24 (Craig 
Gunn and Diego Borras)  

  

• Spain is one of the top 5 EU partners with 
Scotland for research collaboration.   

• The Universities of Aberdeen, Glasgow 

and  

Strathclyde along with the Institute for  
Bioengineering of Catalonia are involved in 
the EU’s flagship Human Brain Project, one 
of the two largest scientific projects ever 
funded by the EU.   

• The University of Strathclyde is a partner 
on the Horizon 2020 project Internet of Food 
and Farm 2020  
(IoF2020), including Spanish company Bolt  
Management SL. The project paves the way 
to datadrive farming capable of providing 
higher production yields in a more 
sustainable and competitive fashion.   



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

[REDACTED] 

[REDACTED] 



 

 

ANNEX M 
USA Brief 
 
Key Points  
 
Scottish Development International have an office in Boston, who work with 
partners including our GlobalScot network and local industry partners to help 
develop trade links between Scotland and the USA. 

 
They can help with: 

• Investment opportunities 

• Market research 

• Financial, skills and training support 

• Research and development programmes 

• Partnering and collaboration opportunities 

• Government, industry and academic contacts 

• Visits to Scotland 

• Setting up in Scotland 
 
We also have a Scottish Government Office in Washington DC, based at the 
British Embassy, and colleagues will be happy to engage with your staff on areas of 
interest when you return back to the US. If of interest, SG Officials can facilitate 
introductions.[REDACTED] 
  



 

 

US-Scotland Key Achievements  
 
The US is Scotland’s most important international trading partner and holds key 
opportunities for growth, as identified in A Trading Nation. It is both our largest 
inward investor, and our largest international export destination. The US is also 
home to a huge Scottish diaspora, with long running historic connections, including 
34 Presidents who claimed Scots or Scots-Irish heritage. The Scottish Government 
Office in Washington DC, exists to enhance our reputation and promote Scotland in 
the US as well as build on key relationships in-country. 
 
Scotland’s Engagement Strategy with the US focuses on the key themes of: 

• Trade & Investment  • Diaspora engagement  

• Research, innovation & entrepreneurship  • Education  

• Public diplomacy & governmental exchanges   

 
Scottish (direct) exports to the US: (Export Statistics Scotland) 

• £5.14bn – 2021  • £4.66bn – 2020 • £5.95bn – 2019  

 
Key Trade Stats 

• The USA is Scotland’s highest International Export Destination, receiving 
16% of Scotland’s total exports.  

• The US is the top export market for Scotch Whisky, worth over £978 million in 
2023.  

• Roughly one fifth of all Scottish Salmon export mass is exported to the US, at 
£113m in 2023 up to September. 

 
Top Export Sectors to USA in 2021 (including value and % of total exports) 
1. Financial & Business Services (£1,110m – 21.6%) 

2. Food & Drink (£1,080m – 21%) 

3. Engineering & Advanced Manufacturing (£915m - 17.8%) 

4. Life Sciences (£610m - 11.9%) 

5. Technology, Digital and Media (£590m - 11.5%) 

Market Access  

• SDI has four offices in the US (Boston, Chicago, Houston, San Jose). 

• SDI delivered 313 projects in the US in 21/22. 

Scottish companies based / doing business in the US include:  

• Financial Services: Aberdeen, Martin Currie (now owned by US HQ’d Legg 

Mason), Baillie Gifford, RBS (Citizens). 

• Energy: Maritime Development and Neptune Subsea have both opened 

within Houston incubator facility; MOU between the Business Network for 

Offshore Wind and the Aberdeen Renewable Energy Group. 

Inward Investment 

• There are 655 US owned enterprises in Scotland, employing 114,220 people, 

and a turnover of over £35.5bn.  

 
 

US companies based / doing business in Scotland 

• Ranked 1st investment partner with Scotland (and 1st in the UK) 



 

 

• Largest employer: Amazon has close to 3,000 staff over four sites in Scotland. 

• Morgan Stanley employ 1,100 in Glasgow site, representing 40% of its European 

staff based outside their London HQ. 

• Hewlett Packard has been based in Erskine for 25 years and employ c550.  

• Hyatt Hotels to open a 349-room property marking their first Edinburgh site.  

• Innova Nanojet Technologies - (INJ) specialises in advanced fluid technology and 
novel device, supported by a Scottish Enterprise grant of £1.5m, the new INJ 
advanced manufacturing facility opened in July 2024 in Dumbarton and will create 
up to 195 RLW jobs manufacturing pollution/ emissions “scrubbing” devices for 
multiple uses, from vessel (marine), vehicle, hospital, commercial and residential 
applications. 

• Other examples: JP Morgan (1900), State Street (775), BlackRock (700), 

Citigroup (300), IBM (2050), General Electric (1074), Thermo Fisher Scientific 

(700), Halliburton (1,100), Oceaneering (1,000), National Oilwell Varco (1,420), 

Starwood (300) 

 

Recent Success: 

• October 2023: InnovaNanoJet Technologies (INJT), 195 RLW jobs created 
establishing INJT’s global advanced manufacturing facility in Glasgow. 

• July 2023: Planet DDS, 70 Real Living Wage (RLW) jobs created as US dental 
software firm invests £10m in new Glasgow R&D centre.  

• April 2023: Black & Veatch, 70 Green RLW jobs created as part of Bove’s 
continued growth in Scotland targeting the low-carbon industry. 

• September 2022: Nauticus Robotics, 40 Green RLW jobs created to take 
advantage of opportunities in offshore wind  

• March 2022: Merchant City Technologies, 102 RLW jobs created in Glasgow 
around software/IT development, supported via a SMART grant award. 

 
Key T&I Sector Focus and Priority Markets: 

• Software/IT: California, Denver, Atlanta, Chicago, Boston, New York, North Carolina 
& Texas 

• Decarbonisation of Transport: Priority Markets – Texas & California 

• Energy Transition: Priority Markets – Texas & California 

• HealthTech: Priority Markets: California, Seattle, Massachusetts, Boston, Atlanta & New 
York 

• Space: Priority Markets – California & Colorado 
 

Higher Education 

• 6,080 US students studying in Scotland in 2022/23. US is Scotland’s fourth biggest 

market for non-EU international students, after China, India & Nigeria.  

• Scotland’s Saltire Scholarships for incoming students were launched in 2009. 358 

American students have received these awards, now worth £8000 each, since 

2009. 17 of these were given in the 2022/23 academic year.  

• 16 Scottish HEIs have 82 unique links with the US, including staff and student 

exchange, research collaborations, and presence in country. Harvard is the single 

biggest collaboration partner with Scottish Universities worldwide. 

 

 



 

 

       ANNEX N 

Flanders and Belgium Brief 

 

Belgium Country Profile  

 

Head of State : King Philippe (Since July 2013) 

Prime Minister: Alexander De Croo (Since October 2020 – currently head of 

caretaker government after 10 June resignation) 

Ambassador to UK: Bruno van der Pluijm (Since May 2020) 

Minister-President of the Government of Flanders: Matthias Diependaele (N-VA) 

 

June 2024 federal and regional elections 

• In Flanders, the New Vlaams Alliance (N-VA) won the most seats at the federal 

level (24 of 150) and as well as at the regional level. N-VA is a right-wing pro-

Flemish independence party led by Bart de Wever who now leads government 

negotiation talks at the regional and federal level. 

• At a federal level, negotiations between the so-called “Arizona coalition” are 

ongoing, they were on hold to allow for local elections to take place on the 13 

October 2024. The five parties of the Arizona coalition are: N-VA, Mouvement 

Réformateur, Les Engagés, Vooruit, Christen-Democratisch en Vlaams (CD&V). 

Negotiations leader Bart De Wever (N-VA) updated King Philippe on the progress 

of talks on Thursday 17 October and the King has granted de Wever until 4 

November to complete his mission to formalise coalition. Bart de Wever is likely 

to be the next Prime Minister of Belgium. 

• Prime Minister Alexander De Croo’s government continues in a caretaker 

capacity. 

 

Flanders-Scotland MoU 

• On 27 June 2023, First Minister Humza Yousaf met with Flanders Minister-

President Jan Jambon to sign a Memorandum of Understanding.  The MoU 

seeks to maintain and deepen institutional relations between Flanders and 

Scotland. It aims to deepen collaboration and exchange of knowledge in 

Economy, Trade and Transport; Education and Research; Culture, Sports, and 

Tourism; Environment, Climate and Rural Affairs and Care. 

• Officials are currently working with Flanders on drafting an Action Plan for the 

MoU. 

 

Recent Ministerial Engagement 

• October 2024 – Ms Gougeon visited Brussels  

• 24 January 2024 – Cab Sec Robertson met with Federal Energy Minister Tinne 

Van Der Straeten  

• 5-6 December 2023 - Minister Lockhead attended Vanguard event and Amcham, 

meeting in Brussels. 

• 20-22 November 2023 - Gillian Martin, Minister for Energy and the Environment, 

visited Brussels and Antwerp this week for a series of engagements during EU 

Hydrogen Week. While in Brussels, the Minster hosted the annual Scotland 

House St Andrew’s Concert. 



 

 

       ANNEX O 

Occitanie and France Brief 

 

Occitanie has a lot of rural and mountainous areas in which mobile data services are 

limited, and there are concerns around digital exclusion. In 2022 the region 

published a strategy outlining a plan to spend 200M euros on THD’Occ, a high 

speed internet coverage project for the whole region, as well as a plan to develop 

digital services (e.g. health, silver economy, tourism, smart territory, transport, 

agriculture) and skills among the population.  

 

In 2022, 75% of Occitanie’s exports, and more than half of their imports, related to 

aeronautical and space construction products, with the aeronautics sector being 

worth 8M euros annually. There are over 70 companies in this sector in Occitanie. 

Much of this industry is situated around the Toulouse area. 

 

The region also has plans to develop more environmentally-friendly forms of 

transport, including hydrogen-powered vehicles. Occitanie, as well as other regions, 

seem to be quite advanced in their use of biofuels (and bioenergy/biomass more 

generally). This includes the progressively increasing use of biofuels within public 

road vehicles. 

 

France Country Profile 

 

Head of State: Emmanuel Macron (since May 2017)   

Head of Government: Michel Barnier (since September 2024)  

Minister for Foreign Affairs: Jean-Noël Barrot  

Ambassador to UK: Hélène Duchêne  

Consul General in Edinburgh: Stéphane Pailler  

 

New Government (September 2024)   

• Following the parliamentary elections (see below), Macron embarked on weeks of 

negotiations to pick a candidate for Prime Minister that he felt could hold a stable 

Government without risk of a vote of no confidence. In September 2025, he 

picked Michel Barnier.   

• Michel Barnier, in turn, spent weeks to construct a government of around 40 

ministers, who were announced in 21 September. The government shows a turn 

to the right, with most members coming from the right-wing of Macron’s centrist 

alliance, and also Barnier’s parties Les Republicains party (who performed 

relatively poorly in the election and many, including the parties President, allying 

with the far-right Rassemblement National party for the election).   

[REDACTED] 

Recent/Upcoming Ministerial Engagement   

• 28 Nov 2024 – DFM visit to Paris for St Andrew’s Day reception   

• 20-22 Oct 2024 – Ms Gougeon visited Paris for SIAL – the world’s largest food 

innovation exhibition   

• 7 August 2024 – FM met with Hélène Duchêne, Ambassador to the UK, and 

Stéphane Pailler, Consul General, at Bute House  



 

 

• 6 June 2024 – FM attended D-Day commemoration in Normandy  

• 2-4 April 2024 – Visit by ANEL (coastal leaders) included a meeting with Ms 

McAllan  

• 13 March – Ms Stewart attended UNESCO for a conference to celebrate the 30th 

anniversary of the Salamanca Declaration  

 

 

 



 

 

ANNEX P 
VENUE 
 
Venue: Palau Pedralbes 
 
Address: Main Entrance by Avinguda Diagonal, 686, crossing the gardens, 08034 
 

 
 
Surrounded by beautiful gardens, open to anyone who wishes to enjoy them, the 
Palau de Pedralbes was an old estate of medieval origins, acquired by the Güell 
family and transformed into a stately building that is now conserved and which was 
the official residence of the Spanish royal family during their visits to Barcelona 
between 1919 and 1931. 
 
Map View: 
 

 
 
 

Disruptive and Emerging Technologies Alliance (DETA) 
Annual Summit 

6 November 2024 Barcelona 
 



 

 

Opening Remarks – approx. 5 mins 
 

Good morning and can I begin and say what an honour it is for 
Scotland to be asked to participate in this initiative and looking 
around this room, the quality and number of representatives 
here from across the globe means I am certain that this new 
alliance is already off to a good start.  
 
We are gathered here today to celebrate innovation and the 
power of collaboration.  
 
As Minister for Business in the Scottish Government, I am 
particularly excited to extend a warm welcome to the 
Catalonian government’s groundbreaking initiative—the 
Disruptive and Emerging Technologies Alliance. 
 
This initiative embodies a visionary approach to harnessing the 
transformative potential of disruptive technologies. In an era 
defined by rapid advancements in artificial intelligence, space, 
and many other fields. 
 
The opportunities for collaboration between our regions have 
never been more promising.  
 
And by aligning our resources, expertise, and ambitions, we 
can pave the way for a future that is not only innovative but also 
inclusive and sustainable. 
 
Scotland, as many of you know, has a rich heritage of 
innovation and progress. From the invention of the steam 
engine to a long tradition of innovation in shipbuilding to 
groundbreaking advancements in renewable energy, we have 
consistently demonstrated our capacity to lead in the realms of 
technology and science.  
 
Our commitment to nurturing a thriving ecosystem for startups 
and established enterprises alike has made Scotland a hub for 
talent and ingenuity. 



 

 

 
In Scotland, we believe Photonics, Quantum, Semiconductors 
technology are critical planks that can support future industries.  
  
Not only is our Critical Technologies supercluster integral to our 
Space sector, it is a significant asset for Scotland.  
  
It has more than 140 companies generating £3.6 billion 
turnover, £1.2 billion GVA and employ 10,300 people. 
 
We have a space sector that is expanding at an astonishing 
rate - The number of space companies and organisations 
based in Scotland has increased by 25% and the sectors total 
income has increased by 65%. 
 
That’s in one year! 
 
In recent years, we have made significant strides in the fields of 
artificial intelligence and data science, where we rank among 
the top regions in Europe.  
 
Our universities and research institutions are at the forefront of 
developing technologies that are undertaking research that is 
essential for addressing the complex challenges of our time—
whether that be climate change, health crises, or social 
inequality. 
 
The Disruptive and Emerging Technologies Alliance presents 
an exciting opportunity for us all to come together, pool our 
knowledge, and leverage our respective strengths.  
 
 
By fostering collaboration between our governments, academic 
institutions, and industries, we can drive forward initiatives that 
promote technological advancement while ensuring that these 
innovations benefit all of our citizens. 
 



 

 

Let us consider, for example, the potential of artificial 
intelligence. By pooling our resources and expertise, we can 
accelerate research and development efforts, create ethical 
frameworks for AI deployment, and ensure that these 
technologies are harnessed for good. Together, we can explore 
new applications that enhance productivity, improve public 
services, and tackle pressing societal issues. 
 
In addition to economic benefits, collaboration in emerging 
technologies can foster cultural exchange and mutual 
understanding.  
 
And we must do this responsibly - this new alliance offers us a 
new and valuable forum to maintain a watchful eye over the 
ethics that surround these new technologies that are advancing 
at an exponential rate that is at times breathtaking.  
 
By working together, we create a platform for dialogue that 
transcends borders, allowing us to learn from one another and 
enrich our shared experiences. This initiative is not just about 
technology; it is about building relationships, creating 
partnerships, and forging a common vision for our future. 
 
As we embark on this exciting journey together, I want to 
emphasize that collaboration requires commitment and trust. 
We must be willing to share our successes, as well as our 
challenges, in order to build a foundation of mutual respect and 
understanding. By doing so, we can cultivate an environment 
where innovation thrives, and where the fruits of our labour can 
be enjoyed by all. 
 
I want to finish by extending my congratulations to our 
Catalonian hosts for launching DETA [pronounced DEE-TA] 
and I very much hope that this initiative will serve as a beacon 
of hope and inspiration, not only for our regions but for the 
entire world. 
 



 

 

Let us seize this opportunity to work hand in hand, to dream 
big, and to innovate boldly. Together, we can create a future 
that harnesses the full potential of disruptive technologies for 
the benefit of our communities, our economies, and our planet. 
 
Thank you. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for Business 
Sent: 05 November 2024 12:12 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Business 
<MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]2@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ross 
Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; 
Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Olaf Stando <Olaf.Stando@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Clearance - Draft handling plan and comms products - DETA 
 
Hi [REDACTED] 
 
Mr Lochhead has noted with thanks and asked that “I am proud” and just say The 
Scottish Government…”  
 
Also, we usually say there are 200 spade companies in Scotland, can this part also 
be amended. 
 
Once these changes are made the Minister is content to clear. 
 
Thanks 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] 
Office of Richard Lochhead MSP, Minister for Business 
MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [REDACTED] 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 

request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private 

Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  

 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 

2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 

 
 
 



 

 

 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 5, 2024 11:38 AM 
To: Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]2@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Olaf Stando <Olaf.Stando@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Clearance - Draft handling plan and comms products - DETA 

 
HI [REDACTED],  
 
Thanks for the note below.  
 
I have included a line at the end of the statement, grateful for the Minister’s 
confirmation that he is content for this to issue?  
 
PROACTIVE STATEMENT 
 
The Scottish Government has joined the Disruptive and Emerging Technology 
Alliance, partnering with representatives from 17 nations to maximise the 
benefits of new technology – such as AI, cybersecurity and space - while 
protecting human rights and democracy.  
 
Business Minister Richard Lochhead will today (Wednesday 06 November 2024) 
address the first Ministerial Summit of the Alliance in Barcelona and showcase 
Scotland’s strengths in dynamic sectors such as space and renewable energy. He 
will also participate in discussions about potentially joining the European Space 
Agency’s Zero Debris Charter, which aims to protect essential satellites by 
eradicating harmful space debris. 
 
Mr Lochhead said:  
 
“I am proud that the Scottish Government has joined forces with representatives 
from 17 other nations to discuss deploying new technology to maximise growth and 
improve our public services.  
 
“By coming together, we can harness the transformative potential of new 
technologies, such as AI, while ensuring that threats are minimised and human rights 
protected. 
 
“Scotland is already a world leader in important new markets. We have ambitions to 
further expand the space sector and our critical technologies supercluster currently 
has more than 140 companies generating £3.6 billion for the Scottish economy. 
 
“Working with the world’s most exciting tech economies, we will seek to identify 
further opportunities for growth and secure new investment. 
 



 

 

“I couldn’t come to Barcelona without expressing my deep sadness at the tragic 
flooding Spain is experiencing. I extend my deepest sympathies to all those 
affected.” 
 
 
Background 
 
The Alliance brings together 17 city, regional and devolved governments 
representing some of the world’s leading tech hubs, including Massachusetts, 
Quebec, the Welsh Government and Gyeonggi-do, a provincial government in South 
Korea, as well as other European partners from France, Belgium and the 
Netherlands.  
 
The Alliance aims to help member governments maximise the benefits of new 
technology and to provide ideas for how best to harness emergent technology to 
improve public services and gain influence in global debates.  
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for Business 
Sent: Monday, November 4, 2024 4:52 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]2@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Olaf Stando <Olaf.Stando@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Clearance - Draft handling plan and comms products - DETA 

 
Hi [REDACTED],  
 
The Minister has noted and asks if we should not be expressing sympathy with all 
affected by the floods? 
 
 
Thanks,  
[REDACTED]  
 
[REDACTED] 
[REDACTED] to the Minister for Business – Richard Lochhead MSP 
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request, or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments. Scottish Ministers, Special advisers, and the Permanent Secretary are 
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 

 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 04 November 2024 15:47 



 

 

To: Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]2@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ross 
Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; 
Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Olaf Stando <Olaf.Stando@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Clearance - Draft handling plan and comms products - DETA 
 
Good afternoon, Minister and PO.  
 
For awareness, there have been some amendments made to the comms products, 
which I have brought to the top of the chain.  
 
Grateful for the Minister’s clearance consideration.  
 
HANDLING PLAN 
 

When What Notes 

Tuesday 5th November 
 

Proactive statement 
issued exclusively to The 
Herald for print, BBC for 
digital and broadcast 

Under embargo, to run on 
Wed 6th. 

Wednesday 6th 
November: 09:30 

SG comms to assess 
GMS interest in interview 

Conducted remotely. 

12:30 Proactive statement 
issued under general 
release 

 

12:30 Tweet marking SG 
participation in DETA 

Supporting Official to 
provide image of RL 
giving speech. 

 
Notes -  

• Reactive media bids will be considered on a case-by-case basis while mindful 
of the Minister’s busy schedule on the 6th.  

 
 
PROACTIVE STATEMENT 
 
 
PROACTIVE STATEMENT 
 
The Scottish Government has joined the Disruptive and Emerging Technology 
Alliance, partnering with representatives from 17 nations to maximise the 
benefits of new technology – such as AI, cybersecurity and space - while 
protecting human rights and democracy.  
 
Business Minister Richard Lochhead will today (Wednesday 06 November 2024) 
address the first Ministerial Summit of the Alliance in Barcelona and showcase 



 

 

Scotland’s strengths in dynamic sectors such as space and renewable energy. He 
will also join delegates from member city and regional governments to discuss 
joining the European Space Agency’s Zero Debris Charter, which will help eradicate 
harmful space debris to protect satellites that are essential to modern day life, such 
as for satellite navigation and phone communication.  
 
Mr Lochhead said:  
 
“I am proud that the Scottish Government has joined forces with representatives 
from 17 other nations to discuss deploying new technology to maximise growth and 
improve our public services.  
 
“By coming together, we can harness the transformative potential of new 
technologies, such as AI, while ensuring that threats are minimised and human rights 
protected. 
 
“Scotland is already a world leader in important new markets. We have ambitions to 
further expand the space sector and our critical technologies supercluster currently 
has more than 140 companies generating £3.6 billion for the Scottish economy. 
 
“Working with the world’s most exciting tech economies, we will seek to identify 
further opportunities for growth and secure new investment.” 
 
Background 
 
The Alliance brings together 17 city, regional and devolved governments 
representing some of the world’s leading tech hubs, including Massachusetts, 
Quebec, the Welsh Government and Gyeonggi-do, a provincial government in South 
Korea, as well as other European partners from France, Belgium and the 
Netherlands.  
 
The Alliance aims to help member governments maximise the benefits of new 
technology and to provide ideas for how best to harness emergent technology to 
improve public services and gain influence in global debates.  
 
TWEET  
 

Format   Still – of speech 

Platform/s   Twitter/X: @ScotGovEconomy 

Proposed Issue time   06/11/2024 - PM 

Characters   269/280 

 
.@scotgov has joined the Disruptive and Emerging Technology Alliance, a coalition 
of tech experts from 17 nations.  
 
Business Minister @RichardLochhead attended the first Ministerial Summit of the 
Alliance in Barcelona, where he showcased Scotland's strength in new sectors. 
 



 

 

 
 
From: [REDACTED]  
Sent: Monday, November 4, 2024 12:29 PM 
To: Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]2@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic <DFMEG@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Olaf Stando <Olaf.Stando@gov.scot> 
Subject: For Clearance - Draft handling plan and comms products - DETA 

 
Minister for Business and PO, 
 
FOR CLEARANCE 
 
Comms have produced the below handling plan and products to promote Mr 
Lochhead’s visit to the DETA Ministerial Summit on Wednesday 6th November. 
 
With thanks, policy and Spad colleagues are content with the below proposals and 
words.  
 
HANDLING PLAN 
 

When What Notes 

Tuesday 5th November 
 

Proactive statement 
issued exclusively to The 
Herald for print, BBC for 
digital and broadcast 

Under embargo, to run on 
Wed 6th. 

Wednesday 6th 
November: 09:30 

SG comms to assess 
GMS interest in interview 

Conducted remotely. 

12:30 Proactive statement 
issued under general 
release 

 

12:30 Tweet marking SG 
participation in DETA 

Supporting Official to 
provide image of RL 
giving speech. 

 
Notes -  

• Reactive media bids will be considered on a case-by-case basis while mindful 
of the Minister’s busy schedule on the 6th.  

 
 
PROACTIVE STATEMENT 
 
 
PROACTIVE STATEMENT 
 



 

 

The Scottish Government has joined the Disruptive and Emerging Technology 
Alliance, partnering with representatives from 17 nations to maximise the 
benefits of new technology – such as AI, cybersecurity and space - while 
protecting human rights and democracy.  
 
Business Minister Richard Lochhead will today (Wednesday 06 November 2024) 
address the first Ministerial Summit of the Alliance in Barcelona and showcase 
Scotland’s strengths in dynamic sectors such as space and renewable energy. He 
will also join delegates from member city and regional governments to discuss 
joining the European Space Agency’s Zero Debris Charter, which will help eradicate 
harmful space debris to protect satellites that are essential to modern day life, such 
as for satellite navigation and phone communication.  
 
Mr Lochhead said:  
 
“I am proud that the Scottish Government has joined forces with representatives 
from 17 other nations to discuss deploying new technology to maximise growth and 
improve our public services.  
 
“By coming together, we can harness the transformative potential of new 
technologies, such as AI, while ensuring that threats are minimised and human rights 
protected. 
 
“Scotland is already a world leader in important new markets. We have ambitions to 
further expand the space sector and our critical technologies supercluster currently 
has more than 140 companies generating £3.6 billion for the Scottish economy. 
 
“Working with the world’s most exciting tech economies, we will seek to identify 
further opportunities for growth and secure new investment.” 
 
Background 
 
The Alliance brings together 17 city, regional and devolved governments 
representing some of the world’s leading tech hubs, including Massachusetts, 
Quebec, the Welsh Government and Gyeonggi-do, a provincial government in South 
Korea, as well as other European partners from France, Belgium and the 
Netherlands.  
 
The Alliance aims to help member governments maximise the benefits of new 
technology and to provide ideas for how best to harness emergent technology to 
improve public services and gain influence in global debates.  
 
TWEET  
 

Format   Still – of speech 

Platform/s   Twitter/X: @ScotGovEconomy 

Proposed Issue time   06/11/2024 - PM 

Characters   269/280 



 

 

 
.@scotgov has joined the Disruptive and Emerging Technology Alliance, a coalition 
of tech experts from 17 nations.  
 
Business Minister @RichardLochhead attended the first Ministerial Summit of the 
Alliance in Barcelona, where he showcased Scotland's strength in new sectors. 
 
 

[REDACTED] 

Media Manager | News: Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic 

Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot| Mobile: [REDACTED] 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 01 November 2024 14:38 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: DETA Summit Barcelona 
 

For info both re: ESA charter 
 
Kind regards 
 

[REDACTED] ([REDACTED]) | Policy Officer  
New Market Clusters Unit | Industrial Transformation & The Office of the Chief 
Scientific Adviser | Economic Development | Scottish Government 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, November 1, 2024 2:30 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]3@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: DETA Summit Barcelona 
 
Hi [REDACTED], 
 
I see from the text of the charter that it is specifically “non-legally binding” (link: 
https://esoc.esa.int/sites/default/files/Zero_Debris_Charter_EN.pdf). As the charter 
does not seek to bind its signatories in international law, no objections for our interests. 
 
Warm Regards, 
 
[REDACTED] ([REDACTED]) | International Obligations Policy Adviser  



 

 

International Policy and Capability | Directorate for Culture and External Affairs 
✉ [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
 
 
 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]3@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, November 1, 2024 2:19 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: DETA Summit Barcelona 
Importance: High 

 
[REDACTED] 
 
We have received the enquiry below from [REDACTED] in economy and as you will 
note, they are looking for a response asap. 
 
We have discussed in the team here and [REDACTED] has suggested this may sit 
better with DEXA. Would you be in a position to advise [REDACTED]? 
 
Thanks for your help. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[REDACTED]. 
 

[REDACTED] 
UK Relations Policy Officer 
 
UK Relations Team | Constitution and UK Relations Division | Directorate for 
Constitution | Scottish Government | 2 West, St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, 
Edinburgh, EH1 3DG | [REDACTED] | 
E: [REDACTED]3@gov.scot  W: www.gov.scot  
 
 
From: [REDACTED]  
Sent: Friday, November 1, 2024 1:19 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 



 

 

Subject: FW: DETA Summit Barcelona 
Importance: High 
 
From: [REDACTED] On Behalf Of UK Relations Mailbox 
Sent: Friday, November 1, 2024 12:38 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: DETA Summit Barcelona 
Importance: High 
 
Here’s an interesting question! Anyone have a view? They’re looking for a response 
now. 
 

[REDACTED] 
UK Relations Policy Officer 
 
UK Relations Team | Constitution and UK Relations Division | Directorate for 
Constitution | Scottish Government | 2 West, St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, 
Edinburgh, EH1 3DG | [REDACTED] | 
E: [REDACTED]3@gov.scot  W: www.gov.scot  
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, November 1, 2024 12:05 PM 
To: UK Relations Mailbox <UKRelationsMailbox@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: DETA Summit Barcelona 
Importance: High 

 
Hi UK Relations Team, 
 
Grateful for a response asap. 
 
We’re finalising the brief and the comms today and would be helpful to have clarity 
on this. 
 
Thanks in advance, 
 
Kind regards 
 

[REDACTED] ([REDACTED]) | Policy Officer  
New Market Clusters Unit | Industrial Transformation & The Office of the Chief 
Scientific Adviser | Economic Development | Scottish Government 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2024 3:29 PM 
To: UK Relations Mailbox <UKRelationsMailbox@gov.scot> 



 

 

Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: DETA Summit Barcelona 
 
Hello folks, 
 
Question question connected to Mr Lochhead’s attendance at the Disruptive and 
Emerging Technologies Alliance in Barcelona next Wednesday. For context: 
 

• The goal of the Disruptive & Emerging Technology Alliance (DETA) is to 
maximize the benefits of these new technologies while protecting human 
rights, democratic values, and cultural diversity. 

• This Catalonian initiative involves 17 state, regional and city governments 
across four continents and will focus on five areas: AI, cybersecurity, 
NewSpace, quantum technologies, and digital rights. 

• Barcelona the first ministerial summit of the new coalition, and Catalonia holds 
the rotating presidency of DETA for the biennium 2024-25. 

• The ministers will be asked to endorse the Manifesto for Advanced and 
Trustworthy AI, a call for the ethical use of AI, which will be communicated to 
key international organizations involved in AI regulation (UN, Council of 
Europe, EU, G7, etc.). 

• As part of the agenda, ministers will agree to begin the procedures to join the 
Zero Debris Charter of the European Space Agency (ESA), which promotes 
clean space missions. 

 
It’s a protocol question – UK Government is already a signatory – given that, can 
Scotland technically sign up to this? 
 
 
[REDACTED] I Team Leader I New Market Clusters Unit 
Industrial Transformation and Office of the Chief Scientific Adviser 
The Scottish Government 
3rd Floor, Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 
Tel: [REDACTED] 
 
Please note I do not work Fridays 

 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 22 November 2024 14:03 
To: DETA <deta@gencat.cat> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gencat.cat>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gencat.cat>; Minister for Business 
<MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Continuing Collaboration for Trustworthy AI: A Follow-Up from the 
DETA Summit 
 

Hi DETA team, 
 
Please accept our sincere apologies for the delay in response. 
 



 

 

Thank you for sending the photos, contact details and Manifesto for Advanced 
Trustworthy AI, of which we are happy to share with our local stakeholders.  
 
Regarding local media coverage, the Summit was reported by the Herald 
newspaper. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 
Kind regards 
 

[REDACTED] ([REDACTED]) | Policy Officer  
New Market Clusters Unit | Industrial Transformation & The Office of the Chief 
Scientific Adviser | Economic Development | Scottish Government 
 
From: DETA <deta@gencat.cat>  
Sent: 13 November 2024 09:35 
To: Minister for Business <MinisterSBITT@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gencat.cat>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gencat.cat> 
Subject: Continuing Collaboration for Trustworthy AI: A Follow-Up from the DETA 
Summit 
 

Dear Minister Lochhead, 
 
It was an honor to have you at the first DETA Summit representing the Scottish 
Government. 
 
We are currently working on the minutes of the meeting, but the recording is already 
available here. Attached are some pictures from the event. 
 
As agreed upon at the meeting, we would like to ask you to spread the word about 
the Manifesto for Advanced Trustworthy AI within your local ecosystem. We aim 
to gather as many signatures as possible from representatives of government, 
industry, academia, and civil society. Here is the link to the text: 
https://detalliance.com/a-manifesto-for-advancing-trustworthy-ai  
 
As requested at the summit, here is the list of heads of delegation who attended the 
meeting in person, along with their email addresses: 
 



 

 

 

 
Last but not least, we would be grateful if you could let us know whether your 
attendance at the Summit was covered by local media, and if so, please send us 
a link or a copy of the news piece for our press review. 
 
We look forward to continuing our work together towards a more ethically 
technological world. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
Disruptive & Emerging Technology Alliance (DETA) 
Secretariat 
 

 
 

Buenos Aires 
(Argentina) 

Subsecretary for Digital 
Government 

Sandra 
d'Agostino [REDACTED]@gba.gob.ar 

Catalonia 
(Spain) Secretary for Digital Policies 

Maria 
Galindo [REDACTED]@gencat.cat 

Catalonia 
(Spain) 

Secretary of EU and Foreign 
Action 

Agustí 
Fernández 
de Losada [REDACTED]@gencat.cat 

Catalonia 
(Spain) 

Secretary for 
Telecommunications Albert Tort [REDACTED]@gencat.cat 

Emilia-
Romagna (Italy) 

Coordinator of the Digital 
Transition Unit at ART-ER 

Lucia 
Mazzoni [REDACTED]@art-er.it 

Flanders 
(Belgium) CEO/Head of Digital Flanders  Jan Smedts [REDACTED]@vlaanderen.be 

Gyoenggi-do 
(South Korea) 

Director of AI Industry Nurturing 
Division, AI Bureau Su-jae Lee  [REDACTED]@gg.go.kr 

Hessen 
(Germany) 

Minister for Digitisation & 
Innovation 

Kristina 
Sinemus [REDACTED]@digitales.hessen.de 

Massachusetts 
(USA) 

Secretary for Technology 
Services and Security and CIO   

Jason 
Snyder jason.snyder@mass.gov 

Noord Brabant 
(Netherlands) 

Programme Director European 
Affairs at Brainport Development 

Wim De 
Kinderen w.dekinderen@brainportdevelopment.nl 

Occitanie 
(France) 

Vice President of Economy, 
Labour, Innovation, and 
Reindustrialization, Région 
Occitanie 

Jalil 
Benabdillah [REDACTED]@laregion.fr 

Scotland (UK) Minister for Business 
Richard 
Lochhead MinisterSBITT@gov.scot 



 

 

  

 
This message is intended for the addressee only and may contain information that is confidential or privileged. If you are not 
the addressee, we remind you that unauthorised use, divulgation and/or copying of this message is strictly prohibited by law. If 
you have received this message in error, we ask that you notify us immediately by these same means and that you destroy the 
message. 
 
Before printing this message, make sure it is really necessary. 
 
From: [REDACTED]  
Sent: 31 October 2024 14:45 
To: a.mount@ed.ac.uk; Iain Woodhouse <[REDACTED]@googlemail.com> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: DETA Summit Programme (Barcelona 6-7 November 2024) vf.pdf 
Importance: High 
 

Hello both,  
 
Terrible notice I know (my fault for being [REDACTED]) but please see attached 
details of the minister’s summit in Barcelona next week. As you’ll see its much wider 
than space, but I’d be very grateful if you could let me know if there is anything the 
minister might want to be aware of, or anything you think he needs to raise on behalf 
of the sector. 
 
I’ve attached a draft press release from the Catalonian Government which should 
give you wider context.  
 
Many thanks, 
 
 
[REDACTED]       
 
 

ANNUAL SUMMIT  

6 & 7 NOVEMBER 2024 – BARCELONA (CATALONIA-SPAIN)  

PROGRAMME  

  
8. Wednesday, 6 November (Day 1)  
  
10:00  The Palau de Pedralbes Gardens open doors   

Entrance by Avinguda Diagonal, 686, crossing the gardens  

10:15  Formal greetings and networking opportunity at the Palace garden (coffee & snack)  

10:40  Official DETA family photo    

10:50  

  

Delegations are invited to enter the conference room and take their seat  



 

 

11:00  

  

Governmental Session opening.   
Welcome remarks by Ms Maria Galindo, Secretary for Digital Policy, Government of  
Catalonia, DETA’s Rotating Presidency host  

11:05  Introductory remarks by Ministers and heads of delegation   
(Ministers: 5’; other heads of delegation: 2’)  

- HE Jalil Benabdillah, Vice President of Economy, Labour, Innovation, and 

Reindustrialization, Région Occitanie (France);  

- HE Jason Snyder, Secretary for Technology Services and Security and CIO, Massachusetts 

(USA);  

- HE Richard Lochhead, Minister for Business, Scotland (UK);  

- HE Rebecca Evans, Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Energy and Planning, Wales (UK);  

- Ms Sandra D'Agostino, Subsecretary for Digital Government, Province of Buenos Aires 

(Argentina);  

- Ms Lucia Mazzoni, Coordinator of the Digital Transition Unit at ART-ER, EmiliaRomagna 

(Italy);  

- Mr Jan Smedts, CEO of Digital Flanders, Flanders (Belgium);  

- Mr Su-jae Lee, Director of AI, Industry Nurturing Division, AI Bureau, Gyeonggi (South 

Korea);  

- Mr Wim De Kinderen, Director European Affairs at Brainport Development, Noord 

Brabant Province (Netherlands).  

  

  

  

  
  

  
  

  

 

11:45  

  

DETA’s Annual Report by Ms Maria Galindo, Secretary for Digital Policy, and Mr  
Albert Tort, Secretary for Telecommunications and Digital Transformation, 
Government of Catalonia   

12:00  
The Manifesto for Advanced Trustworthy AI: presentation by Mr Albert Sabater, 
Director of the Observatory for Ethics in Artificial Intelligence of Catalonia, and 
approval   

12:15  

  

Round-table discussion: The Ethical Use of Emerging Technologies  



 

 

13:15  

  

The Zero Debris Charter, presentation by Mr Quentin Verspieren, Space Safety  
Programme Coordinator at the European Space Agency (ESA) and discussion  

13:30  

  

‘The Future Orientations of the Alliance’ by Mr Agustí Fernández de Losada,  
Secretary for EU & Foreign Action, Government of Catalonia, followed by discussion   

14:00  

  

End of the session and Lunch at the Palace Library.  

15:35  Walking transfer to the Barcelona Supercomputing Center   

15:50  Arrival to the Barcelona Supercomputing Center (BSC)  

  

  

Plaça d’Eusebi Güell, 1-3  

16:00  

  

Welcome remarks by HE Ms Núria Montserrat, Minister for Research & Universities,  
Government of Catalonia, DETA’s Rotating Presidency host, and Mr Josep Maria  
Martorell, Director of the Barcelona Supercomputing Center, and visit to the Mare  
Nostrum 5 supercomputer, the 3rd most powerful in the EU  

17:30  End of the visit and end of Day 1    
DETA MINISTERIAL SUMMIT  

6 & 7 NOVEMBER 2024 – BARCELONA (CATALONIA-SPAIN)  

PROGRAMME  

  
9. Thursday, 7 November (Day 2)  
  

9:00  Meeting point: Palau de Pedralbes, Avinguda Diagonal, 686, with Carrer Pere Duran Farell  

9:10   Coach trip to Cerdanyola del Vallès    

9:50   Arrival to the Computer Vision Centre (CVC)  

Building O, UAB Campus, Bellaterra, Cerdanyola del Vallès  

10:00 Welcome remarks by Mr Josep Lladós, CVC Director, and visit to the Centre  

11:00 Bus transfer to the Alba Synchrotron  

11:15  Arrival to the Alba Synchrotron  

Carrer de la Llum 2-26, Cerdanyola del Vallès  

11:30  Welcome remarks by Ms Caterina Biscari, Director of Alba Synchrotron, and visit to the 

Synchroton  

12:30  Light lunch at the Synchrotron  

  



 

 

13:45  Coach trip to Castelldefels   

14:30  Arrival to the Institute of Photonic Sciences of Catalonia (ICFO)   
Av. Carl Friedrich Gauss, 3, Castelldefels   

14:45 Welcome remarks by Mr Lluís Torner, ICFO Founder, and visit to the Institute  

15:45 Walking transfer to the Institute of Space Studies of Catalonia (IEEC)  
15:50  Arrival to the Institute of Space Studies of Catalonia (IEEC) and to the ESA-BIC  

Barcelona   

Mediterranean Technology Park, Castelldefels   

16:00 Welcome remarks by Mr Ignasi Ribas, IEEC Director, and visit  

17:00  Final remarks by the organisers and coach return to Palau de Pedralbes, stopping by at the 

Barcelona Airport (Terminal 1 and 2)  

    
End of the programme.  

  
 
An international coalition of governments on disruptive and emerging 
technologies has been established. 

• The goal of the Disruptive & Emerging Technology Alliance (DETA) is to 

maximize the benefits of these new technologies while protecting human 

rights, democratic values, and cultural diversity. 

• This unprecedented global initiative involves governments across four 

continents and will focus on five areas: AI, cybersecurity, NewSpace, 

quantum technologies, and digital rights. 

• Barcelona just hosted the first ministerial summit of the new coalition, as 

Catalonia holds the rotating presidency of DETA for the biennium 2024-25. 

• The ministers have endorsed the Manifesto for Advanced and Trustworthy AI, 

a call for the ethical use of AI, which will be communicated to key international 

organizations involved in AI regulation (UN, Council of Europe, EU, G7, etc.). 

• The ministers have agreed to begin the procedures to join the Zero Debris 

Charter of the European Space Agency (ESA), which promotes clean space 

missions. 

Disruptive and emerging technologies are having an unprecedented impact on our 
society and how governments deliver their services. The emergence of these 
technologies can assist in the daily lives of citizens and in the management of public 
policies, but also poses multiple challenges to all parties involved. 
The Disruptive & Emerging Technology Alliance (DETA) is an initiative that brings 
together 17 governments representing some of the world's leading technology hubs. 
The initiative is open to governments from regions and states around the world that 
demonstrate a clear commitment to democratic values, human rights, and cultural 
and linguistic diversity. 
DETA aims to help member governments of the Alliance maximize the benefits of 
these technologies and adapt their public policies to this new reality to offer better 
public services to citizens. Additionally, working in coalition allows them to gain 



 

 

influence in the global debate on technology governance, and vis-à-vis big tech and 
major international regulators. 
This unprecedented initiative has decided to focus on five major areas of work: 
artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, NewSpace, quantum technologies, and digital 
rights and technological regulation. Working groups will be created around each of 
these priority areas, which, while led by governments, will involve industry, research, 
and civil society from the respective ecosystems. 
The governments involved in DETA to date are the Province of Buenos Aires 
(Argentina), Bavaria (Germany), Catalonia (Spain), Costa Rica, Emilia-Romagna 
(Italy), Flanders (Belgium), Gyeonggi (South Korea), Hessen (Germany), 
Massachusetts (USA), Kyoto (Japan), Occitanie (France), Québec (Canada), 
Scotland (United Kingdom), South Australia (Australia), Wales (United Kingdom), 
and Western Cape (South Africa). 
The First Ministerial Summit of DETA in Barcelona 
The Government of Catalonia has been chosen by the participating governments to 
hold the rotating presidency of DETA during the years 2024 and 2025. In this 
context, it has organized the first ministerial summit of the coalition in Barcelona, 
held on November 6 and 7. 
Ten delegations have participated in the Barcelona meeting, five at ministerial level: 

• Catalonia (Spain): Ministers of Research and Universities and EU and 

External Action, and Secretaries of Digital Policies and Telecommunications 

and Digital Transformation. 

• Scotland (United Kingdom): Minister of Business. 

• Wales (United Kingdom): Secretary of Economy, Energy, and Planning. 

• Massachusetts (USA): Secretary of Technology Services and Security. 

• Occitania (France): Vice President of Economy, Employment, Innovation, and 

Reindustrialization. 

And five at the executive level: 
• Province of Buenos Aires (Argentina): Undersecretary of Digital Government. 

• Emilia-Romagna (Italy): Coordinator of the Digital Transition Unit at ART-ER. 

• Flanders (Belgium): CEO of Digital Flanders. 

• Gyeonggi (South Korea): Director of the AI Industry Division at the AI Office. 

• Noord-Brabant Province (Netherlands) as an observer: Director of European 

Affairs. 

The delegations debated the ethical use of emerging technologies and how best to 
profit from them in favor of citizens, while supporting local industry and preserving 
democratic values and human rights. 
In this sense, the Summit formally approved the Manifesto for Advanced and 
Trustworthy AI, a text that calls for an ethical use of AI. The text will be sent to the 
main international organizations that play a role in AI regulation (UN, Council of 
Europe, EU, G7, etc.). Also, a call is made to all actors of the quadruple helix 
(industry, academia, administration, and civil society) to support the text, available on 
the DETA website (DETAlliance.com). 



 

 

On the other hand, the delegations have agreed to start the procedures to join the 
Zero Debris Charter, an initiative of the European Space Agency (ESA) that 
promotes sustainable space missions. 
The Summit concluded with a visit to the Barcelona Supercomputing Centre (BSC), 
and tomorrow, the delegations will visit the Computer Vision Center (CVC), the Alba 
Synchrotron, the Institute of Photonic Sciences of Catalonia (ICFO), and the Institute 
of Space Studies of Catalonia (IEEC). 
DETA in Catalonia (adapted to each region) 
DETA is a country-wide project, involving various departments of the Government 
cross-sectionally. Thus, the Department of Enterprise and Labor leads the project 
through the Secretariat of Digital Policies, in close collaboration with the Department 
of External Action and the EU, which has assumed the secretariat of the Alliance, 
and with the involvement of the Secretariat of Telecommunications and Digital 
Transformation of the Department of Presidency, and the Directorate General of 
Transfer of the Department of Research and Universities. 
The goal now is to involve the entire Catalan technological ecosystem: industry, 
research, civil society, and public administration.  
 

 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for 
Business 
Sent: 04 November 2024 18:39 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Business 
<MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Weather alert 
 

Thanks [REDACTED] 
 
I have passed this on to Mr Lochhead. 
 
The flight details are: 
 
Airline: Ryanair 
Tuesday 5th November – 06:00: Edinburgh ( EDI) to Barcelona (BCN) – FR6266 
Thursday 7th November – 10:15 Barcelona (BCN) to Edinburgh (EDI) – FR6267 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] 
Office of Richard Lochhead MSP, Minister for Business 
MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [REDACTED] 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 

request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private 

Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  

 



 

 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 

2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 

 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, November 4, 2024 6:31 PM 
To: Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Weather alert 
 
Hi [REDACTED], 
 
As discussed I have spoken with colleagues within FCDO who are based in Spain 
who have confirmed that they are not anticipating any issues for the Ministers visit to 
Barcelona and that it is expected that the weather will improve over the next few 
days. 
 
I did say that I would confirm with them the Ministers flight arrangements – would 
you or [REDACTED] be able to send them over to me to pass on? 
 
Thanks – and any further queries please let me know. 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
 
  
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, November 4, 2024 5:14 PM 
To: Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Weather alert 
 
Hi [REDACTED], 
 
I have contacted FCDO colleagues in Barcelona to ask if there is any further 
advice/guidance they may have – in addition to the current FCDO travel advice 
below and will get back to you as soon as I have any update.   It also goes without 
saying that it would also be advisable for officials to keep a check on any advice or 
updates direct from the airline. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/spain 
 
I will be back in touch as soon I hear back. 
 



 

 

Thanks 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for 
Business 
Sent: Monday, November 4, 2024 4:24 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Weather alert 
Importance: High 

 
[REDACTED] 
 
Sorry to chase but the Minster is asking what the official advice is on travel to 
Barcelona. 
 
Thanks 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] 
Office of Richard Lochhead MSP, Minister for Business 
MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [REDACTED] 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 

request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private 

Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  

 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 

2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 

 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, November 4, 2024 1:20 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Weather alert 
 
[REDACTED], 
 



 

 

Just want to raise the update below from the Catalonian Government and ask if there 
is anything additional from a DEXA perspective – obviously conscious the minister 
will be flying direct to Barcelona at 6AM tomorrow and the airport is flooded.  
 
'Extreme danger' red alert for Barcelona warns of more rain on the way - with Spain 
still reeling from deadly floods | World News | Sky News 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED] I Team Leader I New Market Clusters Unit 
Industrial Transformation and Office of the Chief Scientific Adviser 
The Scottish Government 
3rd Floor, Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 
Tel: [REDACTED] 
 
Please note I do not work Fridays 
 
From: [REDACTED]  
Sent: 04 November 2024 11:21 
To: Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Suresh Kumar <Suresh.Kumar@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]3@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Weather alert 
 

PO, 
 
To be aware of the update below for info. 
 
Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gencat.cat>  
Sent: 04 November 2024 11:13 
To: DETA <deta@gencat.cat> 
Subject: Weather alert 
 

Dear all, 
 
An alert has been issued for torrential rains in the Barcelona area for the next two 
hours. For those already in town, please take extreme precautions, avoid 
unnecessary travel, and stay away from streams and ravines, as they can swell even 
when it's not currently raining. Should you need anything, please let us know. Here is 
my phone number for any emergencies you may have: [REDACTED]. 



 

 

 
The weather forecast for the coming days is better, but the current conditions may 
cause some disruptions at Barcelona Airport. For those flying today, should you be 
unable to fly, we will provide a video link so that you can follow the Summit as if you 
were in Barcelona. 
 
Stay safe. 
 
Best, 
 
[REDACTED] 
Enviat especial en Tecnologia, Innovació i Ciència | Special Envoy for Technology, Innovation and Science 
Delegació del Govern davant la UE | Delegation of the Government of Catalonia to the EU 
Departament d’Unió Europea i Acció Exterior | Ministry for EU and Foreig Action 

 
227, Rue de la Loi - Wetstraat | 1040 Bruxelles - Brussel | [REDACTED] 
[REDACTED]@gencat.cat | ue.gencat.cat  

 

      
 
 

 
 
 

Aquest missatge s’adreça exclusivament a la persona destinatària i pot contenir informació privilegiada o 
confidencial. Si no sou la persona destinatària, us recordem que la utilització, divulgació i/o còpia sense autorització 
està prohibida en virtut de la legislació vigent. Si heu rebut aquest missatge per error, us demanem que ens ho feu 
saber immediatament per aquesta via i que el destruïu.  

 
Abans d'imprimir aquest missatge, assegureu-vos que és realment necessari. 

This message is intended for the addressee only and may contain information that is confidential or privileged. If you 
are not the addressee, we remind you that unauthorised use, divulgation and/or copying of this message is strictly 
prohibited by law. If you have received this message in error, we ask that you notify us immediately by these same 
means and that you destroy the message. 

 
Before printing this message, make sure it is really necessary. 

 

 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for 
Business 
Sent: 14 November 2024 09:13 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Business 
<MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Continuing Collaboration for Trustworthy AI: A Follow-Up from the 
DETA Summit 
 

Hi [REDACTED],  
 
Fine for you to respond.  
 
 
Thanks,  
[REDACTED]  

https://twitter.com/Catalonia_EU
https://www.facebook.com/CataloniaEU
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cataloniaeu
https://www.instagram.com/catalonia_eu/
https://www.youtube.com/@accioexterior


 

 

 
[REDACTED] 
[REDACTED] to the Minister for Business – Richard Lochhead MSP 
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister 
relating to a decision, request, or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be 
filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or 
attachments. Scottish Ministers, Special advisers, and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms 
of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 14 November 2024 09:06 
To: Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Continuing Collaboration for Trustworthy AI: A Follow-Up from the 
DETA Summit 
 

Morning PO, 
 
DETA representatives sent this to the old ministerial address but I don’t think this 
warrants a response from the minister and I’m happy to go back and address the 
points raised below if you are content for me to do so. 
 
Thanks, 
 
 
[REDACTED] I Team Leader I New Market Clusters Unit 
Industrial Transformation and Office of the Chief Scientific Adviser 
The Scottish Government 
3rd Floor, Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 
Tel: [REDACTED] 
 
Please note I do not work Fridays 
 
From: DETA <deta@gencat.cat>  
Sent: 13 November 2024 09:35 
To: Minister for Business <MinisterSBITT@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gencat.cat>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gencat.cat> 
Subject: Continuing Collaboration for Trustworthy AI: A Follow-Up from the DETA 
Summit 
 

Dear Minister Lochhead, 
 



 

 

It was an honor to have you at the first DETA Summit representing the Scottish 
Government. 
 
We are currently working on the minutes of the meeting, but the recording is already 
available here. Attached are some pictures from the event. 
 
As agreed upon at the meeting, we would like to ask you to spread the word about 
the Manifesto for Advanced Trustworthy AI within your local ecosystem. We aim 
to gather as many signatures as possible from representatives of government, 
industry, academia, and civil society. Here is the link to the text: 
https://detalliance.com/a-manifesto-for-advancing-trustworthy-ai  
 
As requested at the summit, here is the list of heads of delegation who attended the 
meeting in person, along with their email addresses: 
 
 

 
Last but not least, we would be grateful if you could let us know whether your 
attendance at the Summit was covered by local media, and if so, please send us 
a link or a copy of the news piece for our press review. 
 
We look forward to continuing our work together towards a more ethically 
technological world. 

Buenos Aires 
(Argentina) 

Subsecretary for Digital 
Government 

Sandra 
d'Agostino [REDACTED]@gba.gob.ar 

Catalonia 
(Spain) Secretary for Digital Policies 

Maria 
Galindo [REDACTED]@gencat.cat 

Catalonia 
(Spain) 

Secretary of EU and Foreign 
Action 

Agustí 
Fernández 
de Losada [REDACTED]@gencat.cat 

Catalonia 
(Spain) 

Secretary for 
Telecommunications Albert Tort [REDACTED]@gencat.cat 

Emilia-
Romagna (Italy) 

Coordinator of the Digital 
Transition Unit at ART-ER 

Lucia 
Mazzoni [REDACTED]@art-er.it 

Flanders 
(Belgium) CEO/Head of Digital Flanders  Jan Smedts [REDACTED]@vlaanderen.be 

Gyoenggi-do 
(South Korea) 

Director of AI Industry Nurturing 
Division, AI Bureau Su-jae Lee  [REDACTED]@gg.go.kr 

Hessen 
(Germany) 

Minister for Digitisation & 
Innovation 

Kristina 
Sinemus [REDACTED]@digitales.hessen.de 

Massachusetts 
(USA) 

Secretary for Technology 
Services and Security and CIO   

Jason 
Snyder jason.snyder@mass.gov 

Noord Brabant 
(Netherlands) 

Programme Director European 
Affairs at Brainport Development 

Wim De 
Kinderen w.dekinderen@brainportdevelopment.nl 

Occitanie 
(France) 

Vice President of Economy, 
Labour, Innovation, and 
Reindustrialization, Région 
Occitanie 

Jalil 
Benabdillah [REDACTED]@laregion.fr 

Scotland (UK) Minister for Business 
Richard 
Lochhead MinisterSBITT@gov.scot 



 

 

 
Best regards, 
 
 
Disruptive & Emerging Technology Alliance (DETA) 
Secretariat 
 

 
 

  

 
This message is intended for the addressee only and may contain information that is confidential or privileged. If you are not 
the addressee, we remind you that unauthorised use, divulgation and/or copying of this message is strictly prohibited by law. If 
you have received this message in error, we ask that you notify us immediately by these same means and that you destroy the 
message. 
 
Before printing this message, make sure it is really necessary. 
 

 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 29 October 2024 16:25 
To: Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Overseas Travel Request - Minister for Business - Barcelona 5-7 November 2024 
 
Hi PO, 
 
For your awareness, with limited accommodation options in Barcelona, I have 
booked hotel stay for [REDACTED]. 
 
From our booking system, NH Constanza Hotel is best situated for the venue, with 
23 minute walk away from the venue or a 9 minute car journey (Google map view). 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
Thanks, 
 
Kind regards 
 

[REDACTED] ([REDACTED]) | Policy Officer  
New Market Clusters Unit | Industrial Transformation & The Office of the Chief 
Scientific Adviser | Economic Development | Scottish Government 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2024 3:32 PM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot>; Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 



 

 

Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business 2024 < 

MinisterPB@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary < PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; DG 
Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; 
Director of Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Shona Riach 
<Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretariat 
Inbox <CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot>; John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Donna MacKinnon <Donna.MacKinnon@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic 
<DFMEG@gov.scot>; Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot>; Suresh Kumar 
<Suresh.Kumar@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]3@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; David Barnes 
<David.Barnes@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Overseas Travel Request - Minister for Business - Barcelona 5-7 November 2024 

 
Good afternoon, 
 
FM is also content.  
 
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED]  
 

[REDACTED] 
[REDACTED] to the First Minister 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
M: [REDACTED] 
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, including preferences, can be 

found here. 
 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating 
to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed 
appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying 
(Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 

 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for 
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2024 1:10 PM 
To: Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 <CabSecCEAC@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business 2024 < 



 

 

MinisterPB@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; DG 
Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; 
Director of Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Shona Riach 
<Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretariat 
Inbox <CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot>; John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Donna MacKinnon <Donna.MacKinnon@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic 
<DFMEG@gov.scot>; Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot>; Suresh Kumar 
<Suresh.Kumar@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]3@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; David Barnes 
<David.Barnes@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Overseas Travel Request - Minister for Business - Barcelona 5-7 November 2024 

 
Good afternoon,  
 
Mr Robertson is content with the travel request. 
 
Best Wishes, 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED] ([REDACTED]) 
[REDACTED] to Angus Robertson MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External 
Affairs and Culture 
Ministerial Private Office 
St Andrews House 
Edinburgh 
 
cabsecCEAC@gov.scot  l www.gov.scot l 
 
Scottish Ministers, Special Advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 
2016. See www.lobbying.scot. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for Business 
Sent: Monday, October 21, 2024 11:23 AM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 2024 
<CabSecCEAC@gov.scot> 
Cc: Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & 
Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business 2024 < 
MinisterPB@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary < PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; DG 
Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; 
Director of Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; Shona Riach 
<Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretariat 



 

 

Inbox <CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot>; John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Donna MacKinnon <Donna.MacKinnon@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Deputy First Minister, Economy and Gaelic 
<DFMEG@gov.scot>; Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot>; Suresh Kumar 
<Suresh.Kumar@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]3@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; David Barnes 
<David.Barnes@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Overseas Travel Request - Minister for Business - Barcelona 5-7 November 2024 

 
P/S Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 
 
 
Please find attached a permission to travel request for the Minister for Business to 
travel to Barcelona between 5th – 7th November 2024.  
 
The relevant slip request has also been submitted to the Minister for Parliamentary 
Business for consideration.  
 
 
Many thanks,  
[REDACTED]  
 
[REDACTED] 
[REDACTED] to the Minister for Business – Richard Lochhead MSP 
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request, or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments. Scottish Ministers, Special advisers, and the Permanent Secretary are 
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 

 
PS/ Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture 
 
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL BY CABINET SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTION, 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND CULTURE FOR OVERSEAS TRAVEL 
 
APPROVAL REQUIRED 
 
As required by Chapter 9 of the Scottish Ministerial Code I am minuting to seek the 
Cabinet Secretary’s prior approval for the Minister for Business to travel to Barcelona 
5 – 7 November. Details of the proposed visit are contained in the attached table.  
 



 

 

DETAILS OF THE VISIT 
 

PROPOSED MINISTERIAL VISIT OVERSEAS 

Minister Richard Lochhead, Minister for Business 

Destination(s) Barcelona 

Dates 5 Nov 2024 to 7 Nov 2024 

Purpose and 
objectives of Visit 

This visit is an opportunity to attend the formal launch of the 
Disruptive and Emerging Technologies Alliance (DETA) 
Ministerial Summit in Barcelona. DETA is a non-legally binding 
initiative which seeks to exchange policy advice between a 
diverse group of national and regional governments around the 
world.  Scotland has been invited, along with other members of 
DETA, to the Ministerial Summit which will publicly launch the 
initiative and will serve to promote best practice, joint working 
and explore potential relationships with Catalonian technology 
institutions. 
 
Attending would provide us with an opportunity to identify 
potential new areas for bilateral cooperation in a relatively low-
cost manner, with at least seven Ministers indicating that they 
will attend, including: 

• Massachusetts,  

• Occitanie,  

• Buenos Aires,  

• Catalonia,  

• Flanders (with which Scotland already has an existing 
MoU),  

• South Korea, and  

• East Netherlands.  
 
This visit offers the opportunity to raise awareness of Scotland’s 
Space and Critical Technology strengths and to develop our bi-
lateral and multi-lateral partnerships.  
 
Officials are engaging with internal and external partners to 
seek advice on further Ministerial engagements in the morning 
prior to and evening after the DETA Summit, to maximise use 
of the Minister’s time. 
 
Space is a key priority sector for Scottish Government as 
identified in NSET, Scottish Space Strategy, A Trading Nation 
and the Inward Investment Plan. Critical Technologies 
(including Quantum technologies) is a key strategic sector for 
economic growth in Scotland, as outlined in the National 
Innovation Strategy, NSET and the 2024 Programme for 
Government.  
[REDACTED] 
 



 

 

Approved by 
Minister for 
Parliamentary 
Business 

PO are proposing slip from Parliament for the 5th and 6th of   
November. 

Names of all the 
people in the party 
and job titles 
 

Richard Lochhead MSP – Minister for Business 
[REDACTED] – [REDACTED] 
[REDACTED] – New Market Clusters, Team Leader 

Total number of 
people travelling 

3 

Overall costs for 
the whole Party 

Total costs approximately £1900 
 

 
Flights 
 
 

Tuesday 5 Nov 2024 – approx. £150 per person (either 
Edinburgh or Glasgow to Barcelona – direct flights 
unavailable)  
 
Thursday 7 Nov 2024 – approx. £110 per person (Barcelona 
to Edinburgh direct)  
 
Friday 8 Nov 2024 – approx. £150 per person (Barcelona to 
Edinburgh) 
 
2 people, return flights x 2 (Tuesday - Thursday = approx. 
£520 
 
1 people, return flights x 1 (Tuesday – Friday = approx. 
£300) 

 
Accommodation 
 

Barcelona 
Approx £180 per room x 2 people x 2 nights 
 
Approx £180 per room x 1 people x 3 nights 
 
Total accommodation = approx. £1080 

Other costs Transport for transfers between airport to hotel; taxis for travel 
to engagements as needed. 

Specify the link to 
the Scottish 
Government’s 
priority country  
plans and the 
European 
engagement plan. 

[REDACTED] 

Comments from 
International 
Relations 

[REDACTED] 

Any other relevant 
information 

The Minister will take part in the first day of the event, 
participating in two roundtables sessions, a short speaking 
engagement and networking with other Ministers within the 
membership. It is proposed that officials will stay on to attend 



 

 

the second day involving visits to the key technology institutions 
in the region.  
 
Full draft programme attached in Annex A.  
 
The Minister has formally written to the organisers to confirm 
his attendance. [REDACTED] 
 

 
 
Request to be sent to: 
First Minister 
First Minister 
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Gaelic 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government 
 
Request to be copied to: 
Permanent Secretary 
DG Economy 
DG Strategy and External Affairs 
Director International Trade and Investment  
Director for External Affairs 
Director of Economic Development 
Cabinet Secretariat 
International Division – John Primrose, [REDACTED] 
European Relations Division – Donna MacKinnon, [REDACTED], [REDACTED], 
[REDACTED], [REDACTED] 
[REDACTED] 
DCEA Comms – [REDACTED], [REDACTED] 
New Market Clusters – Suresh Kumar, [REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED], 
[REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED] 
DITI – DD, [REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED] 
Portfolio Communications Team 
Spads Admin mailbox 
 



 

 

ANNEX A 
DRAFT INDICATIVE PROGRAMME –  

 
SG have been advised of the Programme by DETA and the Government of Catalonia 
and it is therefore subject to potential amendments.  
 
Additional engagements prior to and after the DETA summit that officials are seeking to 
organise will be included in the programme when finalised.  

 

TUESDAY 5 NOVEMBER - TRAVEL  

Flight details – Proposed flight: Edinburgh to Barcelona @ 13:25 via Amsterdam. Arriving in Barcelona at 19:05. [there is also an equivalent flight 
from Glasgow at the same time if required] 
 
Hotel details – Barcelona  

 

DAY 1 – WEDNESDAY 6 NOVEMBER -  DETA MINISTERIAL SUMMIT  

TIME ACTIVITY 

10:20 Arrival 
 
Entrance by Avinguda 
Diagonal, 686, crossing 
the gardens. 

10:30 Formal greetings and networking opportunity 

11:15 

Ministerial session opening 
 
Welcome remarks by HE Mr Miquel Sàmper, Minister for Enterprise and Labour, Government of 
Catalonia, DETA’s Rotating Presidency host. 

11:25 
Introductory remarks by Ministers and heads of delegation 
As part of this, each Minister will deliver a 5 minute introductory remark  

12:00 DETA’s Annual Report by Ms Maria Galindo, Secretary for Digital Policy, Government of Catalonia 

12:10 Round-table discussion: The Ethical Use of Emerging Technologies 

13:10 
The Manifesto for Advanced Trustworthy AI by Albert Sabater, Director of the Observatory for Ethics in 
Artificial Intelligence of Catalonia 

13:20 The Zero Debris Charter by a representative of the European Space Agency (ESA) 

13:30 Round table discussion: The Future Orientations of the Alliance 

14:00 Lunch 

15:05 Remarks by HE Mr Jaume Duch, Minister for EU and Foreign Action 

15:35 Walking transfer to the Barcelona Supercomputing Center (10 minutes) 

15:50 
Arrival  
 Supercomputing Center 

(BSC)  
 
Plaça d’Eusebi Güell, 1-
3. 

16:00  
Welcome remarks by Josep Maria Martorell, Director of the Barcelona Supercomputing Center, and 
visit to the Mare Nostrum 5 supercomputer, the 3rd most powerful in the EU. 



 

 

17:30 End of day 1  

 

DAY 2 – THURSDAY 7 NOVEMBER -  (OFFICIALS ONLY) 

TIME ACTIVITY VENUE / 
LOCATION 

09:00 Arrival at meeting point Palau de Pedralbes, 
Avinguda Diagonal, 
686 

09:10 Coach trip to Cerdanyola del Vallès  

09:50  Arrival at the Computer Vision Center (CVC)  
 

CVC - Building O, 
UAB Campus, 
Bellaterra, 
Cerdanyola del 
Vallès 

10:00 Welcome remarks and visit 

11:00 Bus transfer to the Alba Synchrotron  

11:15 Arrival at the Alba Synchrotron Alba Synchrotron  
Carrer de la Llum 2-
26, Cerdanyola del 
Vallès 

11:30 Welcome remarks and visit 

12:30 Lunch  

13:45 Coach trip to Castelldefels   

14:30 Arrival at the Institute of Photonic Sciences 
of Catalonia (ICFO)  

Institute of Photonic 
Sciences of 
Catalonia (ICFO) 
Carrer d’Esteve 
Terradas, 1, 
Castelldefels 

14:45 Welcome remarks and visit  

15:45 Walking transfer to the Institute of Space 
Studies of Catalonia (IEEC) 

 

15:50  Arrival at the Institute of Space Studies of 
Catalonia (IEEC) and at the ESA-BIC 
Barcelona Mediterranean Technology Park, 
Castelldefels 

Institute of Space 
Studies of Catalonia 
(IEEC)  
ESA-BIC Barcelona 
Mediterranean 
Technology Park, 
Castelldefels 

16:00 Welcome remarks and visit  

17:00 Final remarks by the organisers and coach 
return to Palau de Pedralbes, stopping by at 
the Barcelona Airport (Terminal 1 and 2). 

 

 

THURSDAY 7 NOVEMBER - TRAVEL   

Flight details for Minister: Flight @ 10:15 Barcelona to Edinburgh direct. Arriving to Edinburgh 12:15.  
 
[REDACTED] 
 

FRIDAY 8 NOVEMBER - TRAVEL   

Flight details for officials (Flight @ Barcelona 11:35 – 15:40 Edinburgh) 
 



 

 

 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 23 October 2024 14:13 
To: Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Suresh Kumar <Suresh.Kumar@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Martin Johnson <Martin.Johnson@gov.scot> 
Subject: DETA Ministerial Summit 5 - 7 Nov Accommodation and Flight Approval ASAP 
 
Hi PO, 
 
Please see attached Accommodation and Flight costs for the DETA Ministerial 
Summit for approval. 
 
I have added up the total costs for the part of three and separated the costs for 
official support and Ministerial office. 
 
Grateful if you can confirm you are content ASAP as the date is around the corner 
and rooms and flight seats are limited. 
 
Thanks in advance, 
 
 
Kind regards 
 

[REDACTED] | Policy Officer  
New Market Clusters Unit | Industrial Transformation & The Office of the Chief 
Scientific Adviser | Economic Development | Scottish Government 
 
Accommodation & Travel 
 
DED Official Support (Check-in Tuesday 5 – 7 Nov) 

 

Departure - Destination Price 

(5 Nov) 11:50 Glasgow Intl – 18:00 Barcelona via LDN 
Heathrow 

£286 

(7 Nov) 17:20 Barcelona – 21:25 Glasgow Intl via LDN 
Heathrow 

£578 

Accommodation and Travel Costs        = £1,599 
 
Minister and PO Support (Check-in Tuesday 5 – 7 Nov) 
 
 

Departure - Destination Price (for 2) 

 

Hotel Distance from Venue Price (2 nights, 1 room) 

Catalonia Barcelona 
Plaza 

6 minute drive/20 minute walk £ 735 



 

 

(5 Nov) 12:00 Edinburgh – 18:00 Barcelona via LDN 
Heathrow 

£601 

(7 Nov) 10:15 Barcelona – 12:15 Edinburgh £353 

 
Accommodation and Travel           = £2,424 
 
Grand Total              = £4,023 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hotel Distance from venue Price (2 nights, 2 
rooms) 

Catalonia 
Barcelona Plaza 

6 minute drive/20 minute walk £1,470 


