Annex 1- Redacted

1. Email Chain 1
1.1

From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 10 January 2025 10:40

To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Cc: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot
Subject: H&WB census

Hi Ally,
Hope you had a nice Christmas!

| wanted to touch base following on from our conversation about the health and
wellbeing census on the 20" Dec. For information, we are planning a private
response to the original complainant as part of an on-going dialogue on these issues
as well as a public response from Robert Chote to Jeremy. You mentioned a couple
of different actions that you were planning on taking and | want to make sure that we
are able to reference these in our responses if possible. | also want to ensure that
the timing of our responses does not clash with anything from your side so any
updates you have would be greatly appreciated.

Happy to have another chat if useful at any point.
Thanks

Nicky

1.2

From: Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Sent: 10 January 2025 13:55

To: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce @ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot
Subject: RE: H&WB census

Nicky,
Thanks for keeping in touch on this matter.

Just to confirm | have now written to Mr Balfour MSP and offered him a meeting at
his earliest convenience.



| also plan to write formally to him in response to his letter by mid January.

In preparation for these two actions, | am currently looking at what is possible to
remedy the short and longer term issues being raised here, both in Scottish
Government and within the academic research space.

| can keep you updated and happy to take a call with yourself or Sir Robert if helpful.

Alastair (Ally) McAlpine

Chief Statistician

1.3

From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 14 January 2025 14:15

To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Cc: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot
Subject: RE: H&WB census

Hi Alastair,

Thanks for the update.

If you could keep us in the loop that would be great. For your formal response — is
something that would be public or would it be a private response? Just thinking in
terms of the timings of our letter, it probably makes sense to go after yours if you're
still hoping to write in the next week or so.

Thanks

Nicky

1.4

From: Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Sent: 22 January 2025 11:23

To: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce @ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot
Subject: RE: H&WB census

It was a private response and issued.

A meeting has now been arranged for 5 Feb.



1.5

From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 22 January 2025 11:23

To: Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Cc: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot
Subject: RE: H&WB census

Thanks Ally,

One of the recommendations from our original letter was that SG should publish a
review of the question development. It's our understanding that the team was
intending to put out a ‘story so far’ document. Do you know when this will likely be
published?

Happy to follow up with the team directly if easiest.

Thanks

Nicky

1.6

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: 27 January 2025 16:33

To: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce @ Statistics.gov.uk>
Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: H&WB census

Afternoon Nicky,

Ally forwarded on the below chain so | could respond with an update.

We are working with our Special Advisors and Cabinet Secretary to identify an
appropriate time to publish this document given recent conversations with various
parties on the health and wellbeing census. Plans for any future Health and
Wellbeing Census are still under consideration, and we are keeping Ally McAlpine
regularly updated on this Census.

Thanks,

[Redacted]

1.7

From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 27 January 2025 17:12
To: [Redacted]@gov.scot>



Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: H&WB census

Hi [Redacted],

Thanks for the update. Are you able to give an indication at all of when it might be
published (i.e. weeks vs months)?

Thanks

Nicky

1.8

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: 28 January 2025 09:22

To: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce @ Statistics.gov.uk>
Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: H&WB census

Hi Nicky,
I’'m afraid not at this point but I'll update you when we have agreement on a date.

Thanks,
[Redacted]

1.9

From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 03 February 2025 20:17

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk; [Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: H&WB census

Hi all,

Thanks again for meeting with us on Friday and apologies for the delay in getting
back to you.

Based on our conversation we intend to write to Ally from Ed setting out that we
consider the delay to be unacceptable, that he has sole responsibility for authorising
the publication of the document and that failure to take action will result in us
escalating the issue.

[Redacted] — are you happy to give Ally a heads up? Ed is happy to have a chat with
him this week if helpful.

We will likely look to publish the letter next week and we will share a copy in advance
as per our normal procedures.



Thanks

Nicky

1.10

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: 04 February 2025 07:06

To: Pearce, Nicky nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk; [Redacted]@gov.scot
Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk>;

Subject: RE: H&WB census

Will do Nicky

2. Email Chain 2

2.1

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: 14 January 2025 12:03

To: elise.rohan@statistics.gov.uk

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot
Subject: OSR session with special advisers

Hi Elise,

| believe you have previously discussed with [Redacted] the possibility of holding a
session with special advisers in Scottish Government, perhaps focusing on intelligent
transparency. I’'m looking at picking this up as part of some wider work with non-
analysts we are planning.

Is this something you would still be interested in delivering? Can you say a bit more
about the kind of topics you would cover?

Thanks,
[Redacted]

2.2

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot>;

Sent: 14 January 2025 12:07

To: DG Regulation <DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot; elise.rohan@statistics.gov.uk
Subject: FW: OSR session with special advisers

Hello,



Resending the email below as per Elise’s out-of-office message. Would someone
else in OSR be able to pick this up?

Thanks,

[Redacted]

3. Email Chain 3

3.1

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 16 January 2025 08:18

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot
Subject: RE: Issue with publication of SHS data explorer

Good morning [Redacted],

And happy new year, hope you had a good break, although it does seem a while ago
now.

| wanted to check in with you to see if you did manage to publish a statement or
notice informing users of the delay to the recent SHS statistics. | had a quick look on
the website this morning and couldn’t see anything, although | may have missed it.
Please can you send over a link,

Thanks
[Redacted]

3.2

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2025 7:22 PM

To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Issue with publication of SHS data explorer

Hi [Redacted]

Happy new year! Yes, it does seem like a very distant memory now. | hope you had
a good break.

We’ve had a busy start to the new year, including interviewer briefing sessions for
the SHS 2025 fieldwork. We've also kicked off our review of the new publication
approach for the SHS 2023 results — and will, as you have suggested, invite user
feedback.



I've attached a short report on the delay to the data explorer update going live,
similar to the other ones published on the UKSA website. Could this be published
along with the others, and I'll add a link to it on the SHS webpage?

Thanks
[Redacted]

3.3

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 27 January 2025 12:01

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Issue with publication of SHS data explorer

Hi [Redacted],

Apologies for picking this up later than planned. Thanks for forwarding the short
report on the delay.

The UKSA no longer publish breach reports, you will see from the website that the
last time we published was in 2021. To ensure that the short report is published
alongside the relevant SHS statistics, perhaps you could publish on the main SHS
results webpage, for the 2023 statistics and include a link to the data explorer tool
from there?

Great to hear that you have kicked off your review of the new publication approach. |
would be keen to hear how that goes, so please do keep in touch.

Thanks

[Redacted]

4. Email Chain 4

4.1

From: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 17 January 2025 10:31

To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot
Subject: OSR Priorities - chat about UKG spending review approach

Hi both

| appreciate we are catching up later in the month, but | have a small ask that | would
be grateful we could chat about with one of you before then.

[Redacted] — 29(1)(a) Formulation or development of government policy


https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publications-list/?keyword=%22breach+report%22&type=&producer=&date=&archive=
https://www.gov.scot/collections/scottish-household-survey-publications/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/scottish-household-survey-publications/

thanks

4.2

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot On Behalf Of Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot
Sent: 17 January 2025 11:31

To: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: OSR Priorities - chat about UKG spending review approach

Morning Gail,

[Redacted] is on leave today but Ally is happy for a call to be set up today between
you both. Would around 13:00 work for yourself?

Thanks,
[Redacted]

4.3

From: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 17 January 2025 11:37

To: Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: OSR Priorities - chat about UKG spending review approach

Yes that would be good thanks
Gail

4.4

From: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 17 January 2025 16:07

To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Cc: Kent-Smith, Rob <robert.kent-smith@statistics.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: OSR Priorities - chat about UKG spending review approach

Hi Alastair

Thanks for the chat earlier. I've noted down the main things that we chatted about
and set this out as an easy read for OSR colleagues. Please feel free to amend or
expand on any points if you would like to — | appreciate you didn’t have much time to
reflect and may want to have a chat with [Redacted].

[Redacted] — 29(1)(a) Formulation or development of government policy

Best wishes



4.5

From: Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Sent: 20 January 2025 19:08

To: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: Kent-Smith, Rob <robert.kent-smith@statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: OSR Priorities - chat about UKG spending review approach

Gall,

Thanks and including [Redacted].

[Redacted] — 29(1)(a) Formulation or development of government policy
Happy to keep the discussion going and happy to have follow up conversations.
4.6

From: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 17 January 2025 16:07

To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Cc: Kent-Smith, Rob <robert.kent-smith@statistics.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: OSR Priorities - chat about UKG spending review approach
Thanks Alastair

This is really helpful context.

Gail

5. Email Chain 5

5.1

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Sent: 17 January 2025 13:31

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@statistics.gov.uk
Subject: ACEL Statistics Accreditation

Hi [Redacted],
| hope you're doing well.

We're currently putting together our proposal for the ACEL statistics to be accredited
at our next regulation committee and we wanted to check something for accuracy.



As evidence in support of meeting requirement 2; we are referencing a presentation
to the Acedemic Reference Group we were told was planned for the Autumn. Are
you able to confirm is this presentation took place?

Cheers,

5.2

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: 17 January 2025 15:26

To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Cc: [Redacted]@statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: ACEL Statistics Accreditation

Hi [Redacted]

Unfortunately it didn’t take place because the Academic Reference Group was
disbanded and is being replaced with a new group focussed on specific policy issues
so may no longer be the correct forum for this. We could look into setting up a
standalone presentation for academics if you felt this was necessary.

[Redacted]

5.3

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Sent: 22 January 2025 16:36

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]@statistics.gov.uk
Subject: Re: ACEL Statistics Accreditation

Hi [Redacted],
Sorry for the delayed response.

We do expect you to set up some engagement with academics as per the
requirement and for the future development of the statistics. A standalone
presentation does sound like a good idea. Do you have any other examples of
engagement with academic users?

Cheers,

5.4

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Sent: 23 January 2025 17:08

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@statistics.gov.uk
Subject: Re: ACEL Statistics Accreditation

Hi [Redacted],



| hope you're well.

Unfortunately, as a result of the presentation for the Academic Reference Group not
going ahead, we do not feel fully assured that requirement 2 has been met. Though
your engagement with users of the ACEL statistics has improved, as stated
previously, the requirement specifically stipulates increasing engagement with
academics. As a result, we are unable to consider the ACEL statistics for
accreditation at our next regulation committee on 6 February. We fully appreciate
that the Academic Reference Group being disbanded was not in your control.

Though we won't be submitting the statistics for accreditation at this regulation
committee, there are still multiple opportunities throughout the year ahead of your
next publication date in December. It would be great if we could put these statistics
forward for our next regulation committee in March, so we encourage you to submit
any evidence that will support the case for accreditation. We will require clear
evidence that you have increased your engagement with academic users,
unfortunately a commitment will not be enough to meet the requirement.

If you'd like to chat with us about your plans or if you need advice please let us know.

Cheers,

5.5

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Sent: 26 February 2025 13:15

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@statistics.gov.uk
Subject: Re: ACEL Statistics Accreditation

Hi [Redacted],

| hope you're well.

I'm just following up on my previous email about putting the ACEL statistics forward
for accreditation in a future regulation committee. Has there been any developments

in your engagement with academic stakeholders that could be used as evidence?

If you'd like to have a catch-up with us to discuss your plans, please let us know as
we'd be happy to chat.

Cheers,

5.6

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot
Sent: 26 February 2025 13:25
To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk



Cc: [Redacted]@statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: ACEL Statistics Accreditation

Hi [Redacted]

Apologies for not getting back sooner. It's been pretty manic here as we just
published leaver destination stats yesterday.

I've not made any progress on ACEL due to the focus on the other publication, but
will turn attention to this in the coming weeks. I’'m happy to arrange for further
engagement with academic stakeholders. | will speak to colleagues to see how we
best arrange this and | will keep you informed.

Thanks

[Redacted]

5.7

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Sent: 26 February 2025 14:06

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]@statistics.gov.uk
Subject: Re: ACEL Statistics Accreditation

Hi [Redacted],
No worries, | hope everything went well with the release.

That sounds great thanks for the heads up. Looking forward to hearing about your
plans, please get in touch if you need anything from us.

Cheers,

6. Email Chain 6

6.1

From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>;

Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2025 2:23:57 pm

To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Cc: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: Chronic pain casework

Hi Ally,



We've had a letter to Ed from a group of MSPs on some social research conducted
by the Scottish Government Pain Management Task Force. Whilst this doesn’t fall
within our remit it will require a response from either Ed or Robert and so we wanted
to make sure that we had given the relevant area a heads up.

Appreciate this doesn’t sit within your area but | wanted to make you aware for
information and also to see whether you would be able to provide us with the contact
details for Lynne Nicol who is listed as the Scottish Government Deputy Director of
Healthcare Quality and Improvement in the most recent minutes for taskforce?

Thanks

Nicky

6.2

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: 23 January 2025 16:00

To: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk;
Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Chronic pain casework

Hi Nicky,

| hope you're well. | checked with Lynne, and [Redacted] (copied) is the best person
to get in touch with about this.

[Redacted]

6.3

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: 23 January 2025 16:04

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot; Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk;
Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Chronic pain casework

Thanks for putting us in touch with Nicky and colleagues, [Redacted].
Nicky, are you able to share the letter for context?

[Redacted]

6.4

From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Sent: 23 January 2025 16:27


https://www.gov.scot/groups/pain-management-task-force/

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk;
[Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Chronic pain casework

Hi [Redacted],

Thanks for getting in touch (and to [Redacted]!).

As the letter was sent to us privately we’re not in a position to share it in full however
it raises a number of concerns relating to two reports published based on research

with the SG Pain Management Panel: Phase 1, November 2022 and Phase 2,
September 2023.

The concerns primarily focus on:

- The distribution of sample across the different chronic pain impact levels

- The categorisation of individuals as having ‘no impact’ from their chronic pain

- The nature of the language used by the recruitment firm in advertising the
research opportunity

- The exclusion of individuals with previous involvement in this area as well as
those who required an interpreter

Whilst these are not in our remit we have reviewed the concerns on an informal
basis and consider that many of the issues raised reflect standard practice for social
research and so we do not have any significant concerns, however there are
potentially a couple of areas where the MSPs would benefit from a bit more
information and clarity. Ideally, we would like to be able to provide information on the
best person in SG for the MSPs to take this forward with as part of our response if
you’re happy to provide that?

I’m around tomorrow and Monday if you would like to have a discussion about the
case in more detail.

Thanks

Nicky

6.5

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: 23 January 2025 16:04

To: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: Chronic pain casework

Hi Nicky


https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/independent-report/2022/11/scottish-government-pain-management-panel/documents/scottish-government-pain-management-panel/scottish-government-pain-management-panel/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-government-pain-management-panel.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/independent-report/2023/09/scottish-government-pain-management-panel-report-phase-2-engagement-panel/documents/scottish-government-pain-management-panel-report-phase-2-engagement-panel/scottish-government-pain-management-panel-report-phase-2-engagement-panel/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-government-pain-management-panel-report-phase-2-engagement-panel.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/independent-report/2023/09/scottish-government-pain-management-panel-report-phase-2-engagement-panel/documents/scottish-government-pain-management-panel-report-phase-2-engagement-panel/scottish-government-pain-management-panel-report-phase-2-engagement-panel/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-government-pain-management-panel-report-phase-2-engagement-panel.pdf

Moving [Redacted] to bcc. Thanks for explaining this. I'm happy for you to give my
contact details in your response as the best person for the MSPs to get in touch with.

Best

[Redacted]

7. Email Chain 7

7.1

From: [Redacted]@statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 11 February 2025 15:47

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: OSR review of Household total wealth in GB - requesting user views

Good afternoon all,

We’ve recently announced a compliance check of ONS’s Household total wealth in
Great Britain which was published on 24" January, due to quality concerns around
falling response rates. We're keen to speak to users of the Wealth and Assets
Survey data and | understand from colleagues that you may be the most appropriate
people to speak to within Scottish Government? If you could let me know if you're
interested in speaking with us that would be really appreciated thank you and | can
look to get a meeting set up.

Many thanks in advance,
[Redacted]

7.2

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: 13 February 2025 16:44

To: [Redacted]@statistics.gov.uk

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: OSR review of Household total wealth in GB - requesting user views

We would be happy to speak to you about the Wealth and Assets Survey.

Regards,
[Redacted]

7.3

From: [Redacted]@statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 13 February 2025 17:11

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: OSR review of Household total wealth in GB - requesting user views


https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/correspondence/ed-humpherson-to-alex-lambert-and-jen-woolford-review-of-household-total-wealth-in-great-britain/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/incomeandwealth/bulletins/totalwealthingreatbritain/april2020tomarch2022/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/incomeandwealth/bulletins/totalwealthingreatbritain/april2020tomarch2022/

Thanks [Redacted],
That'’s really appreciated.
Do any of the following dates and times work on your side:

Monday 17" Feb 9.30-10am or any time between 12-3pm
Tues 18™" between 1-2pm

Mon 24" any time between 11am-1pm

Fri 28" any time between 9-11am or 2-5pm

If none of these work though could you let me know when would be convenient
please and we can look to move things around at our end.

Many thanks,
[Redacted]

7.4

From: [Redacted]@statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 24 February 2025 14:37

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@statistics.gov.uk

Subject: RE: OSR review of Household total wealth in GB - requesting user views

Hi [Redacted],

I’'m just following up on my previous email to check if you're still able to meet with us
please?

If you would be able to send over some dates/times for after the 28" that would be
great thanks and we can look to arrange something on our side.

Many thanks,
[Redacted]

8. Email chain 8

8.1

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: 13 February 2025 09:16

To: regulation@statistics.gov.uk

Cc: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot; All C2 Senior Statisticians <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Analytical
Leadership Group (ALG) <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: Code of Practice for Statistics 3.0 Consultation

Hi,



Please find a collective response from the Scottish Government’s Office of the Chief
Statistician on the Code 3.0 consultation. With thanks to all colleagues who
contributed.

Any questions, please let me know.
[Redacted]
8.2

From: regulation@statistics.gov.uk <regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 13 February 2025 13:58

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; All C2 Senior Statisticians <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
Analytical Leadership Group (ALG) <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Code of Practice for Statistics 3.0 Consultation

Dear [Redacted]

Thank you so much for submitting your response on our consultation about the Code
of Practice for Statistics. We are grateful to everyone who has contributed to the
response.

We are aiming to review responses over the coming weeks and to release a
summary of what we have heard in the consultation and our actions regarding the
Code by the end of March. If you have any queries in the meanwhile, please do
contact us by emailing requlation@statistics.gov.uk.

Best regards

[Redacted] and [Redacted]
Code Consultation Team
Office for Statistics Regulation

9. Email Chain 9

9.1

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 18 February 2025 17:15

To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; DG Regulation
<DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: MSP enquiry: Scottish data on homes with planning approvals not yet
built


mailto:regulation@statistics.gov.uk

Dear Alastair/[Redacted]

Further to below, I’'m just following up on this casework which has now been through
Ed’s and Robert’s private offices.

The intention is for Robert to reply publicly to the MSP and send a private response
to you in tandem (please see attached for information).

Please could you review and let me know if you have any concerns about the
accuracy of the drafts?

If you are happy with their accuracy, Robert’s team may look to finalise and publish
this Friday.

More generally, we would be keen to hear any update you might share on the team’s
plans to improve the data and/or supporting guidance on Housing Land Audit
information, to support its use and interpretation.

Many thanks
[Redacted]

9.2

From: Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Sent: 19 February 2025 14:36

To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot
Cc: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@Statistics.gov.uk>; DG Regulation
<DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: MSP enquiry: Scottish data on homes with planning approvals not yet
built

[Redacted],
Thanks for the quick meeting earlier today.

| think we agreed these actions
- Clarification on who is sending which letter and whether they are public vs
private ([Redacted])
The letter to the MSP will be from Robert and will be published. The email to yourself
will be from Ed and will be private (apologies for the confusion on this point).
- Inclusion of information that we share in the conversation today on steps
being taken to be reflected in the letters ([Redacted]/rob)
We have slightly redrafted the letter and the email text following our conversation.
These are now with Robert’s office for review. However, they are now unlikely to be
signed off until early next week due to Robert being on leave.
- Sight of the further drafting ([Redacted])
We will share the drafts again once we have sign off from Robert’s office, hopefully
early next week. This is with a view to publishing the letter/sending the email towards
the end of next week.



- Follow-up discussion at regular catch up with OSR on proactive engagement
(OCS/OSR)
To pick up with Gail next week.

Let me know if | have captured that correctly or otherwise.

Alastair (Ally) McAlpine
Chief Statistician

9.3

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 20 February 2025 12:34

To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]gov.scot

Cc: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@Statistics.gov.uk>; DG Regulation
<DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: MSP enquiry: Scottish data on homes with planning approvals not yet
built

Hi Ally

Thanks for the helpful conversation yesterday.

Please see the latest update below in response to the actions in blue.

Just to flag in advance that | will be on leave during half-term here next week. Gail is
around, but it’s likely that a member of the casework team will be in touch in my
absence once we hear back from Robert’s office.

Please feel free to come back on anything here in the meantime.

Many thanks

[Redacted]

9.4

From: Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Sent: 20 February 2025 14:32

To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot
Cc: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@Statistics.gov.uk>; DG Regulation
<DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: MSP enquiry: Scottish data on homes with planning approvals not yet
built

Thanks [Redacted],

That is great — and | would be grateful if we could see that letter when issued.

Hope you have a good holiday.



Alastair (Ally) McAlpine
Chief Statistician

9.5

From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 04 March 2025 11:27

To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk;
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; DG Regulation
<DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: MSP enquiry: Scottish data on homes with planning approvals not yet
built

Hi Ally,

I've attached the final draft of the letter from Sir Robert to Mark Griffin for information.
Robert’s team are hoping to publish tomorrow or Thursday.

The private email from Ed to yourself will be sent tomorrow. | believe you have seen
an earlier version of this and it has now been updated in line with the edits made to
the letter.

If you have any concerns please give me a shout.
Thanks

Nicky

9.6

From: Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Sent: 20 February 2025 14:32

To: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce @ Statistics.gov.uk> ;

[Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@Statistics.gov.uk>; DG Regulation
<DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: MSP enquiry: Scottish data on homes with planning approvals not yet
built

Thank you and noted.

Alastair (Ally) McAlpine
Chief Statistician

10. Email Chain 10



10.1

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 10:26 AM

To: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce @ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: Health and Wellbeing Census Background Report

Good morning Nicky,

Following the letter from Ed to Ally last week we are now looking to publish the
background report within the next 30 days. In finalising the document, we wanted to
ensure that what we are planning to publish satisfies your request as highlighted in
the letter. As you will be aware there has been a lot of interest in this in recent
weeks.

We believe the report meets the following recommendations:
« Provide greater clarity on the reasons for the chosen approach:

o Scottish Government should ensure that the decisions made on the
chosen approach are transparent and publicly accessible. Making this
information available will support greater public understanding of the
needs for and benefits of a Census approach. For example, where the
views of children, parents or experts were sought, then it would be
helpful to explain this process, including timeframes of the
consultations or pilots.

« Provide greater transparency on question development, testing and ethics
approval:

o Scottish Government needs to review the approach it took to question
development for the Health and Wellbeing Census. This should include
learning from previous surveys, the consultation approach that was
adopted and the legal and ethical governance arrangements that are in
place for each age range, particularly for the sexual experience
guestion

The review sets out the approach to question development as per the
recommendation however we should highlight that lessons learnt is not covered by
this report as it has not yet been undertaken. Learning from this review is an action
we have not yet started but will undertake prior to any future data collection to meet
the following recommendation:

e The outcomes of this review should be made publicly available, and we
expect Scottish Government to act on learning from this review prior to the roll
out of any future Health and Wellbeing Census. This will support the
trustworthiness of future Health and Wellbeing Censuses.

Could you please review the draft attached and get back to me at your earliest
convenience? Hopefully the contents are familiar to you as there have only been
minor edits since we last sent a draft in November 2024.

Thanks,



[Redacted]

10.2

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: 19 February 2025 11:33

To: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce @ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Health and Wellbeing Census Background Report

Hi again,

@[Redacted] following an out of office response from Nicky is this something you
can look at this week? Nicky’s out of office didn’t say when she would be back.

Thanks,
[Redacted]

10.3

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 19 February 2025 17:06

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot; Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: Re: Health and Wellbeing Census Background Report

Hi [Redacted],

Thanks for sending this through, it's great to hear you're planning to publish in the
next 30 days. I'll try and have a look this week.

For your awareness Nicky will be back from AL at the beginning of next week.
Cheers,

[Redacted]

10.4

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: 21 February 2025 09:00

To: [Redacted]@Statistics.gov.uk; Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Health and Wellbeing Census Background Report

Thanks [Redacted],



Appreciate it — let me know if you have any questions.

10.5

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 21 February 2025 14:42

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Health and Wellbeing Census Background Report

Hi [Redacted],

| thought it would be useful to give you some initial feedback on the review
document. | imagine Nicky will also want to have a look when she gets back next
week so | will let you know if we have any other comments.

Our feedback so far:

e Ed thinks that the review would benefit from a summary, or lessons learned
section, based around the “Post Census actions” paragraphs that appear in a
couple of places.

e There were a couple of formatting/spelling errors.

o Page 24: In the fourth bullet point "Scottish Government" is a different
font size.

o Page 31: The phrase "set out in" is repeated in preceding sentence to
the second group of bullets.

If you have any questions, please let me know.
Hope you have a great weekend.
Cheers,

[Redacted]

10.6

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: 21 February 2025 16:33

To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Health and Wellbeing Census Background Report

Thanks for the initial feedback [Redacted], appreciate it.

Nicky let me know if you have anything more to add early next week.



Thanks,

[Redacted]

10.7

From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 24 February 2025 09:44

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Health and Wellbeing Census Background Report

Hi [Redacted],

Thanks for sending through, | will make sure to get views to you today/tomorrow.
Thanks

Nicky

10.8

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: 24 February 2025 09:52

To: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce @ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot;

[Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: Health and Wellbeing Census Background Report

Thanks Nicky

If we could get something back from you by lunchtime tomorrow, that would be really
helpful.

We have an internal meeting scheduled for early afternoon tomorrow, which we’ll be
discussing the timing of when the report could be issued. This will, to some extent,
be based on any late comments/changes we need to make to the report.

[Redacted]

10.9

From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 24 February 2025 09:53

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: Health and Wellbeing Census Background Report



Hi [Redacted],
Thanks for the heads up, I'll make sure to prioritise today.

Nicky

10.10

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: 25 February 2025 09:44

To: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce @ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Subject: RE: Health and Wellbeing Census Background Report

Morning Nicky,

Thanks for looking at this — do you think you’ll be able to get any views back to me
by 12 today?

Our meeting is at 1 and it would be useful to know in advance so we can discuss any
amendments we may want to make.

Thanks,
[Redacted]
10.11

From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 25 February 2025 09:54

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: Health and Wellbeing Census Background Report

Hi [Redacted],

Just finalising the comments in the document for you now and should have it over by
lunch but happy to share our overall view in advance:

We consider that this document provides a wealth of methodology information for
users and really welcome the publication. In terms of meeting the requirements from
the compliance check we consider that the document goes above and beyond our
original ask in most areas. The only area it doesn’t have full detail on is information
on specific question development which came out of the original concerns relating to
the questions on sexual activity. However, we appreciate that the conversation has
moved on since this time and now sits more in the data protection/governance space



which the document provides a good level of detail on and so we are happy that the
document addresses current user needs.

The comments are primarily small suggestions just to help with the clarity of the
information, we haven’t suggested any major changes so will get them over to you
soon.

Thanks

Nicky

10.12

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: 25 February 2025 10:01

To: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce @ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: Health and Wellbeing Census Background Report

Thanks Nicky — appreciate you taking the time to prioritise this and | looking forward
to seeing your comments.

For info | have since added a short section on the development of the sexual health
questions, happy to share the revised draft with you once it’s finalised.

Thanks,

[Redacted]

10.13

From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 25 February 2025 10:27

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: Health and Wellbeing Census Background Report
Hi [Redacted],

I've attached the doc with comments and a couple of small track changes. | would
say the comments are suggestions rather than requirements.

Thanks for the update on the question development - that sounds good.
Please let me know if anything we’ve written isn’t clear or if you have any questions!

Thanks



Nicky

10.14

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: 28 February 2025 08:46

To: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce @ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: Health and Wellbeing Census Background Report

Morning Nicky,
Apologies | meant to send you the finalised background report on Wednesday but
the day ran away from me — as | think you are aware from Ally’s email the report will

be published at 9.30am this morning here:

https://www.qgov.scot/publications/health-and-wellbeing-census-scotland-
background-report/

Thanks,

[Redacted]

10.15

From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Sent: 28 February 2025 16:29

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: Health and Wellbeing Census Background Report

Thanks [Redacted]!
Much appreciated.

Nicky

11. Email Chain 11

11.1

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot; on behalf of; Alastair McAlpine
Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot

Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2025 1:33 PM

To: DG Regulation <DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>


https://www.gov.scot/publications/health-and-wellbeing-census-scotland-background-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/health-and-wellbeing-census-scotland-background-report/

Cc: [Redacted]@statistics.gov.uk>; Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>;
Tuohy-Smith, Siobhan <Siobhan.Tuohy-Smith@ Statistics.gov.uk>; NRS : Chief
Executive <nrschiefexecutive@nrscotland.gov.uk>; Ana Basiri
<ana.basiri@glasgow.ac.uk>; j.curtice@strath.ac.uk; scott.heald@phs.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: Developing a modern statistical system - a review of Scotland's Census
2022

Dear Ed

| commissioned my team in Scottish Government to undertake an internal review to
examine whether statisticians had sufficient seniority and influence to effectively
respond to challenges during the 2022 Census programme. Please see attached
letter regarding the completion of the review which will be published at 4pm today.

| have attached a copy of the review and it will also be available at the following
address https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781836913375

11.2

From: DG Regulation DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 26 February 2025 13:19

To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; DG Regulation <DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Subject: Letter from Ed Humpherson to Alastair McAlpine

Dear Alastair,
Please find attached a response letter from Ed Humpherson, Director General for the
Office for Statistics Regulation regarding the Scottish Government review of

Scotland’s Census 2022.

This response alongside your initial letter will be published on our website this
afternoon at 2pm.

Best wishes,
[Redacted]

Private Secretary to Ed Humpherson, Director General for the Office for Statistics
Regulation

12. Email Chain 12

12.1


https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781836913375

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2025 4:37 PM

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot
Cc: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Subject: RE: OSR work plans for 2024/25

Hi [Redacted], [Redacted]
| hope that you are well.

This is just a quick email to apologise for not being in touch since we last spoke in
about carrying out a review of your council tax statistics.

| just wanted to let you know and to confirm that I’'m afraid we haven’t been able to
resource this work so far this year due to other priorities.

However, we do still have it in mind for the future and we will hopefully be in touch to
revisit timings for this with you again in the next few months.

| hope that sounds okay and my apologies again.

For info, you may have seen/be interested that we published our compliance check
of Welsh Government’s council tax statistics last month.

Kind regards

[Redacted]

13. Email Chain 13

13.1

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 25 February 2025 09:18

To: alastair.mcalpine@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@statistics.gov.uk; [Redacted]Statistics.gov.uk

Subject: note about OSR report on the labour force survey programme

Dear Colleagues — you may wish to know that we are releasing a report on ONS’s
labour force survey programme.

There are no explicit mentions of the Scottish Government; and | will send you a link
to the report once it is published on our website tomorrow at 11am.

Best wishes


https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/correspondence/siobhan-tuohy-smith-to-stephanie-howarth-statistics-on-council-tax-in-wales/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/correspondence/siobhan-tuohy-smith-to-stephanie-howarth-statistics-on-council-tax-in-wales/

[Redacted]

13.2

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 26 February 2025 11:09

To: alastair.mcalpine@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@statistics.gov.uk; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Subject: note about OSR report on the labour force survey programme

Dear Colleagues — further to my correspondence, please find OSR’s report about
ONS'’s labour force survey programmes in the link below:

https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/statistics-from-the-labour-force-
survey/

Best wishes

[Redacted]

14. Email Chain 14

14.1

From: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Sent: 27 February 2025 13:46

To: DG Regulation <DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>; Pearce, Nicky
<nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: Letter to Ed Humpherson - Health and Wellbeing Census - For publication
28/02/25 09:30

Nicky,

Please find attached a draft letter | plan to send to Ed tomorrow morning.

The Background Report, which | believe you have seen in draft, will be published at
09:30 tomorrow and my letter to you will be published on the Scottish Government
website shortly afterwards.

| will send a formal copy of this letter tomorrow morning.

| appreciate you will be also publishing this letter on your website and | would be
grateful if you could let my office know when that has happened.

If you have any comments, then please do let me know.


https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/statistics-from-the-labour-force-survey/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/statistics-from-the-labour-force-survey/

Alastair (Ally) McAlpine | Chief Statistician

14.2

From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 27 February 2025 17:05

To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>; DG Regulation
<DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Letter to Ed Humpherson - Health and Wellbeing Census - For
publication 28/02/25 09:30

Hi Ally,
Thanks so much for sharing. Great to hear about the background report.

We tend not to publish letters on Fridays so we’ve scheduled it in for Monday —
happy to let the team know once it's up.

Thanks
Nicky

14.3

From: Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Sent: 28 February 2025 07:49

To: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@Statistics.gov.uk>; DG Regulation
<DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Letter to Ed Humpherson - Health and Wellbeing Census - For
publication 28/02/25 09:30

When you say tend, can an exception be made?

We are expecting media inquiries this morning and over the weekend when the
report publishes and we would like to be able to point to it on the OSR website?

Thinking about the optics of that, we would like to point to it on your website, rather
than reactively put to journalists.

Views would be appreciated.
Alastair (Ally) McAlpine

Chief Statistician

14.4



From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 28 February 2025 09:26

To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>; DG Regulation
<DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Letter to Ed Humpherson - Health and Wellbeing Census - For
publication 28/02/25 09:30

Hi Ally,

Not a problem, completely understand. | will liaise with the comms team and let you
know what time we’ll be able to publish today.

Nicky

15. Email Chain 15

15.1

From: Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Sent: 28 February 2025 09:53

To: DG Regulation <DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot
Subject: Letter to Ed Humpherson - Health and Wellbeing Census

Ed,

Please find attached a letter in response to the letter you sent to me on 13 February
2025.

The letter outlines that the ‘Background Report’ to the Health and Wellbeing Census
2021 has now been published on the Scottish Government website, the next steps
that | will be taking to respond to your letter, and assurances that we have processes
in place to ensure statistical decisions are free from political interference.

| understand that you will be publishing this letter on Monday 3 March 2025. | would
ask that your office liaises with mine once that has happened.

Many thanks

Ally

15.2

From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 03 March 2025 11:14
To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>; DG Regulation



<DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Subject: RE: Letter to Ed Humpherson - Health and Wellbeing Census

Hi all,
Here is a link to the letter on our website:

https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/correspondence/alastair-mcalpine-to-ed-
humpherson-health-and-wellbeing-census/

We’'ll look to publish a short response from Ed in the next few days — will keep you in
the loop on this.

Any issues give me a shout.
Thanks

Nicky

15.3

From: Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>
Sent: 03 March 2025 15:49

To: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@Statistics.gov.uk>; DG Regulation
<DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Subject: RE: Letter to Ed Humpherson - Health and Wellbeing Census

Nicky,

Thanks and noted.

15.4

From: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 06 March 2025 08:40

To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>;

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk; DG Regulation
<DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: Letter to Ed Humpherson - Health and Wellbeing Census

Hi Ally,

I've attached the draft response from Ed which is a high level acknowledgement.


https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/correspondence/alastair-mcalpine-to-ed-humpherson-health-and-wellbeing-census/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/correspondence/alastair-mcalpine-to-ed-humpherson-health-and-wellbeing-census/

Ideally we would like to publish at 2pm today but appreciate this is quite short notice
so please do let me know if you would prefer for it to be pushed to Monday.

Thanks

Nicky

15.5

From: Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>
Sent: 06 March 2025 11:04

To: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce @ Statistics.gov.uk>;

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk; DG Regulation
<DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: Letter to Ed Humpherson - Health and Wellbeing Census

Thank you and noted.

16. Email Chain 16
16.1

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: 28 February 2025 12:39

To: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Subject: SG Chief and HoP roles

Hi Gail,

This is a complete version of the SG Chief Statistician / HoP roles and
responsibilities that | shared in the chat the other day.

[Redacted]

16.2

From: Rankin, Gail Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk
Sent: 04 March 2025 09:29

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: SG Chief and HoP roles

Hi [Redacted]- does this sum things up okay?
Gall



Hi all

| have more clarity on how ways of working with the Scottish Government Chief
Statistician (Alastair McAlpine - Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot) Head of Profession
([Redacted] - [Redacted]@gov.scot)

[Redacted] has confirmed the following:

Casework
Please copy [Redacted] into all Scottish Government Casework, even if you
go to the team directly in the first instance ([Redacted] will Cascade this

request at his end so this shouldn’t come as a surprise to any team you deal

with).

Alastair does not need to copied into casework as [Redacted] will escalate.

If there is anything we want Alastair to have sight of (for example a draft letter,

please continue to send to Alastair and also copy in [Redacted)])

Other communications

As per the slide shared by the Chief Statistician office below, [Redacted] leads
on cascading and communication within SG and should be our main contact

for any requests of this nature.

Scotti

Chief Statistician
Focus is ‘'upwards and outwards’

Engagement with Scottish Ministers and UK
Government on statistics and analytical matters

Promoting the use of statistics and related
analysis within Scottish Government at senior
civil service levels, including Special Advisors

Relations across Statistical Profession with
other Public Bodies in Scotland

Overall strategy for statistical production
including data infrastructure, assurance and
scrutiny processes

Strategic leadership and guidance on topical and
cross-cutting issues

Promoting statistics externally with relevant
stakeholders, including business and academia

Oversight of HoP role

' Government | Riaghaltas na h-Alha

Chief Statistician / Head of Profession roles

Head of Profession for Statistics

Focus is ‘downwards and across”:

Building capability and capacity for stats
profession - recruitment, learning and
development, stats policy and good practice

Leading stats transformation and culture change
through statistics strategic priorities

Representing Scottish Government across the
UK stats system and raising its profile

Collaborating with other analytical profession
leads in SG on capability and capacity matters

Representing and championing the statistics
profession across SG and raising its profile

Defining the role of a statistician and
expectations of the role

Best wishes

16.3




From: Rankin, Gail Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk
Sent: 04 March 2025 09:29

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: SG Chief and HoP roles

Hi [Redacted] — in [Redacted] absence does this line up with things in practice

Gail

16.4

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: 4 March 2025 11:56

To: Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Subject: SG Chief and HoP roles

Hi Gail,

Yes that matches my understanding.

Thanks,

[Redacted]

17.

17.1

Email Chain 17

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 04 March 2025 09:08

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>; Rankin, Gail
<Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Hi [Redacted], [Redacted],

Great to speak last week. Re your suggested dates for sessions on intelligent
transparency with statisticians:

Senior stattos: 18 Mar 10.30 — 12 or 16 Apr 10.30 — 12 — | can come to either
of these, let me know which one is best, am holding both in my diary for now
ALG meetings: 8 April 11 — 12 or 13 May 11 — 12 — My colleague Nicky (cc’d)
could join the April meeting, | can do the May, so again let us know which
works best

Shall we also find dates for two bespoke sessions with comms and policy
colleagues? If you let me know what sort of days/times will suit | can send over some
options.

Thanks,
[Redacted]



17.2

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 10:46 AM

To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>; Rankin, Gail
<Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk;
[Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Hi [Redacted],

[Redacted] is best placed to speak to the senior statisticians and ALG meetings. He
is now on leave until 17 March, so | suspect the 16 April and 8 April dates will be
best.

On the bespoke sessions with comms and policy colleagues, I've copied in
[Redacted] who is leading on some of our engagement work with non-analysts in
OCS. [Redacted] is liaising with contacts in each profession so can get back to you
with suggested dates once we have them on board.

Thanks,

[Redacted]

17.3

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 05 March 2025 15:57

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>; Rankin, Gail
<Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk;
[Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Thanks [Redacted]. In that case we’ll aim for the 16 April (me) and 8 April (Nicky)
dates.

[Redacted], let me know what works best for the other sessions and | can look at
dates on this end.

[Redacted]

17.4

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 10:15 AM
To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up



Hi [Redacted]

| have been liaising with policy and comms and both feel the OSR session would be
really useful.

Policy have offered to advertise the session via their various channels if you would
be happy to draft an advert for the session. They have suggested that the outcomes
of the session should align with their standard framework, and after a quick look it
looks like there are several which relate to transparency. They are also flexible with
dates and are happy for you to suggest an appropriate time. Just to check, would the
session be aimed at all policy practitioners or more at policy leaders?

Comms have suggested an initial date of Wednesday 26" March at 11am, however |
realise that is not far away. In general they would want to avoid Monday mornings,
Thursdays and Friday afternoons.

Let me know when would suit for the sessions and | can get back in touch with the
respective colleagues.

Many thanks

[Redacted]

17.5

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 18 March 2025 14:34

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; Halls, [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk; Pearce, Nicky
<nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>; Rankin, Gail <Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Hi [Redacted],

That’s fantastic, its great there’s such interest for these sessions. Unfortunately, we
have our organisation-wide away day next Wednesday so wouldn’t be able to do a

session with comms on that day. The next few weeks are very busy for us with the

away day and various leave so | think aiming for later in April/May would be best. A
Wednesday morning at 11am should work well for us though — how about that time
on the 23 April or 7 May?

For the policy session, | think we'd invite all policy practitioners to join, as the topic is
relevant to everyone not just senior leaders — unless you’d advise otherwise. | will
draft a blurb that can be shared via the various channels, thank you for that offer! Are
any of these slots suitable:

1 May 11-12 or 3-4

6 May 11-12 or 2-3

15 May 11-12 or any time in the afternoon

| can send further options for the policy session later in May if none of these work.


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6246c68de90e075f08be4229/UPDATED_PP_Standards_annex_v6_acc.pdf

[Redacted]

17.6

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2025 3:55 PM
To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Hi [Redacted]

Policy have confirmed that 6! May 2-3pm would work for them. Will get back to you
about the comms session dates as soon as | hear back.

Many thanks

[Redacted]

17.7

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 28 March 2025 08:47

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Hi [Redacted],

Here is our blurb for the policy profession seminar & happy to make edits if you
have any comments.

[Redacted]
Intelligent Transparency: Building Trust in Government

Join the Office for Statistics Regulation (OSR) at 2pm on Tuesday 6™ May for an
engaging seminar designed for policy professionals in the Scottish Government to
explore the concept of intelligent transparency — a crucial approach for building
public trust in the statistics produced and used by governments and the decisions
based on them. Intelligent transparency involves communicating statistics in an
open, clear, and accessible way. Taking this approach ensures that statistics can be
easily accessed and scrutinised by the public and reduces the risk of misuse and
misinformation.

In this seminar, we will discuss the core principles and benefits of intelligent
transparency, alongside practical guidance for embedding this approach into your
work. The session is for anyone working in the policy profession in government, as
achieving intelligent transparency is a collective effort.


https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/transparency/

17.8

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent. Monday, March 24, 2025 5:18 PM

To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>; Rankin, Gail
<Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk;
[Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Hi [Redacted],

Apologies for the delay in coming back to you. We can confirm 16 April (10.30-12)
for senior statisticians and 8 April (11-12) for ALG (DD analysts).

[Redacted]

17.9

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 25 March 2025 08:34

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>; Rankin, Gail
<Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk;
[Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

No problem at all, | hope you had a nice break. That’s great, looking forward to those
sessions! Could you send over invites?

17.10

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: Tuesday, March 25, 2025 9:43 AM

To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>; Rankin, Gail
<Gail.Rankin@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk;
[Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Invites sent over now. Thanks both

17.11

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2025 2:29:53 PM
To: [Redacted]@gov.scot



Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot
Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Thanks so much [Redacted]. Can | check how long we’ll have during the slots on the
8t and 16" April?

17.12

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2025 4:21 PM

To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: Re: OSR monthly catch up

Hi [Redacted], it's 15 mins with ALG and 25 min with seniors

17.13

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 28 March 2025 08:29

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Perfect, thanks [Redacted]. Nicky is based in Newport so she will be dialling in for
the ALG meeting. [Redacted] and | will do the session with senior statisticians, and
we could come to SAH if that is an option?

[Redacted]

17.14

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: Monday, March 31, 2025 8:06 AM

To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Hi [Redacted],
That’s no problem at all.

Copying in @[Redacted] — can you sort a visitor's form for [Redacted] and
[Redacted] for the senior statisticians’ meeting on April 16" please?

| won’t actually be at April’'s meeting (I have another commitment in SAH that day),
so [Redacted] or Ally will be the best contact when you get to reception. You also
need to have photo ID as part of our security protocols.



Many thanks
[Redacted]

17.15

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: Monday, March 31, 2025 1:03 PM

To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Hi [Redacted]

Blurb looks great and the policy team are also happy.

Is it easiest for me to set up the teams meetings for these events?
Many thanks

[Redacted]

17.16

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 01 April 2025 09:29

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Thanks [Redacted] and sorry to miss you that day. Just a couple more logistical
guestions:
- Should we come for the start of the meeting? Not sure where on the agenda
we are.
- If we are using slides, shall we send them over in advance?

[Redacted]

17.17

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Sent: 01 April 2025 09:33

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Hi [Redacted], yes, | think that might be easiest if you are able to do that.



[Redacted]

17.18

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 9:34 AM

To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot;
[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Hi [Redacted],

We haven't finalised the agenda for seniors’ yet, but it would make sense to put you
first on the agenda so you can head after. We’ll make sure to do that.

It would probably be easier to send slides in advance in case there’s faff with the
guest wifi.

Thanks
[Redacted]

17.19

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 2:17 PM

To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Great, have set up the policy session so let me know if this has worked for you. Have
invited all four of you as external speakers but please let others know they can
ignore if not involved.

For the comms session, would you like to use the same title and blurb, but replace
any reference to policy with comms?

| can then get the event for the comms session set up as well.
Many thanks

[Redacted]

17.20

From: [Redacted]@statistics.gov.uk

Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 3:08 PM
To: [Redacted]@gov.scot



Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Hi [Redacted],

| haven’t had anything through for 61" May yet. It's just Nicky and | needing to be on
the invite for that one.

Let me just check the blurb for the comms session with our Head of Comms and I'll
get back to you on that &

[Redacted]

17.21

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 3:12 PM

To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk

Cc: Pearce, Nicky <nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Hi [Redacted]

It says that external presenters should receive a unique joining link, but let me know
if that doesn’t come through. This is the event page but not sure if you have access
to this: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/5ab15f23-f7ae-488d-aade-
540a46fdc42a@0ef77447-1083-4dec-b89f-27¢c765076840

Many thanks

[Redacted]

17.22

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 3:30 PM

Required: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk; Pearce, Nicky
<nicola.pearce@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: FW: Intelligent Transparency: Building Trust in Government
When: 06 May 2025 14:00-15:00 (UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London.
Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting

17.23

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Sent: 02 April 2025 12:57

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up


https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/5ab15f23-f7ae-488d-aa4e-540a46fdc42a@0ef77447-1083-4dec-b89f-27c765076840
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/5ab15f23-f7ae-488d-aa4e-540a46fdc42a@0ef77447-1083-4dec-b89f-27c765076840

Hi [Redacted],

Just coming back to you on the blurb for the comms session — yes, we're happy to
use similar text to the session for policy professionals. I've updated the text below.

| wonder if you can help with a question. We’ve been working quite closely with the
UK Government Communication Service on intelligent transparency, developing
guidance and training for communications professionals. Do you know whether
communications professionals working within the Scottish Government are members
of the GCS, or have access to GCS professional development opportunities etc?

Thanks,
[Redacted]

Intelligent Transparency: Building Trust in Government

Join the Office for Statistics Regulation (OSR) at 11am on Wednesday 23 April for
an engaging seminar designed for communications professionals in the Scottish
Government to explore the concept of intelligent transparency — a crucial approach
for building public trust in the statistics produced and used by governments and the
decisions based on them. Intelligent transparency involves communicating statistics
in an open, clear, and accessible way. Taking this approach ensures that statistics
can be easily accessed and scrutinised by the public and reduces the risk of misuse
and misinformation.

In this seminar, we will discuss the core principles and benefits of intelligent
transparency, alongside practical guidance for embedding this approach into your
work. The session is for anyone working in the communication profession in
government, as achieving intelligent transparency is a collective effort.

17.24

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: Wednesday, April 2, 2025 3:42 PM

Required: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk; [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk>;
[Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: FW: Intelligent Transparency: Building Trust in Government
When: 23 April 2025 11:00-11:45 (UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London.
Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting

17.25

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent:. Wednesday, April 2, 2025 1:44 PM
To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk


https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/transparency/

Cc: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Hi [Redacted]

Have set this up.

Will get back to you on the GCS question.
Many thanks

[Redacted]

17.26

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Sent: 02 April 2025 13:45

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Thanks so much [Redacted].

17.27

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Sent: Friday, April 4, 2025 10:49 AM
To: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Cc: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Hi [Redacted]

SG comms have confirmed that they are part of the GCS and regularly take part in
the L&D.

Many thanks

[Redacted]

17.28

From: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Sent: 02 April 2025 13:45

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot

Cc: [Redacted]@ Statistics.gov.uk
Subject: RE: OSR monthly catch up

Brilliant, thanks [Redacted], that’s really helpful to know!



18. Email Chain 18

18.1

From: DG Regulation <DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 05 March 2025 12:04

To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>

Cc: DG Regulation <DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>; [Redacted]@gov.scot
Subject: Re: Unbuilt homes with planning permission in Scotland casework

Dear Alastair

Mark Griffin (MSP) recently raised a concern with us regarding a claim made by the
Minister for Public Finance on 12 November 2024 that “164,000 homes across
Scotland have planning permission but are not yet built”. The claim was also
included in Scottish Government’s Planning and the housing emergency: delivery

plan.

In line with the principles of intelligent transparency, the data that supported this
claim should have been made available publicly at the time in which the claim was
made. Whilst it is positive that the data was subsequently published through your
response to the MSP’s Parliamentary Questions, this should not be used as a
standard approach for releasing data. In future Scottish Government should
proactively release supporting data alongside any statistical claims made.

We are aware that you are currently taking steps to raise the profile of intelligent
transparency beyond the statistics profession, and to establish appropriate
processes so that its principles are adhered to whenever statistical claims are made.
We are happy to support you in these efforts and would encourage you to reach out
to my team about this.

We understand that there is a long-term development plan to improve the data and
statistics on housing in Scotland. We will continue to engage the relevant analytical
teams in Scottish Government as this development work progresses to ensure that
the standards set out in the Code of Practice for Statistics are adhered to.

Yours sincerely

Ed

18.2

From: Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>
Sent: 05 March 2025 20:32

To: DG Regulation <DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>


https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-housing-emergency-delivery-plan/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-housing-emergency-delivery-plan/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/regulatory-guidance-on-intelligent-transparency/pages/1/
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-answers?msp=5042&qry=&qryref=&dateSelect=custom&dtDateFrom=2024-11-22&dtDateTo=2024-11-22&chkAnswered=true&chkAnswered=false&chkUnAnswered=true&chkUnAnswered=false&chkHolding=true&chkHolding=false&chkChamber=true&chkChamber=false&chkFmq=true&chkFmq=false&chkGeneral=true&chkGeneral=false&chkPortfolio=true&chkPortfolio=false&chkSpcb=true&chkSpcb=false&chkTopical=true&chkTopical=false&chkWritten=true&chkWritten=false&chkGiq=true&chkGiq=false#wasearch

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot
Subject: RE: Unbuilt homes with planning permission in Scotland casework

Thank you and noted.

| think my office have reached out to Ed as | know he is in Edinburgh next week, but
perhaps we could get some time in to discuss recent developments and steps being
taken on a number of fronts.

Alastair (Ally) McAlpine
Chief Statistician

18.3

From: DG Regulation <DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 06 March 2025 13:38

To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>; DG Regulation
<DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Unbuilt homes with planning permission in Scotland casework

Afternoon Alastair

Many thanks for your message. Ed has opted for a site visit to Newport next week
instead so unfortunately a face to face is not possible. He has however suggested
that he would be very happy to have a call with you to discuss developments and
your plans for next steps.

Please see below therefore for a list of times which currently work well for his
availability:

Tues 11" March btw 1.30 — 2.30pm

Fri 14" March btw 11.30 — 12pm, 12.30 — 2pm and 2.30 — 3pm
Mon 17" March btw 11.30 — 2.30pm

Tues 18" March btw 1.30 — 2pm, 3 — 3.30pm and 4 — 5pm

Fri 215t March btw 12 — 1.30pm and 4 — 5pm

Mon 24" March btw 10 — 11am and 12 — 2.30pm

Grateful if you could let me know whether any of these seem to work well on your
wide and I'd be happy to confirm the details.

Many thanks,
[Redacted]

Private Secretary to Ed Humpherson, Director General for Regulation - Office for
Statistics Regulation

18.4
From: [Redacted]@gov.scot On Behalf Of Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot
Sent: 06 March 2025 14:38



To: DG Regulation <DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot
Subject: RE: Unbuilt homes with planning permission in Scotland casework
Good Afternoon [Redacted],

From the below dates/times you have provided these work best for Ally:

e Fri 14" March 11.30 — 12pm, 12.30 — 2pm and 2.30 — 3pm
e Mon 17" March 11.30 — 12:00
e Tues 18" March 3 — 3.30pm
e Fri 215t March btw 12 — 1.30pm
e Mon 24" March btw 10 — 11am
Thanks,
[Redacted]
18.5

From: DG Regulation <DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Sent: 06 March 2025 16:09

To: Alastair McAlpine <Alastair.McAlpine@gov.scot>; DG Regulation
<DG.Regulation@ Statistics.gov.uk>

Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Unbuilt homes with planning permission in Scotland casework

Hi [Redacted],

Thanks so much for your prompt response. Details should now be in the diary for Ed
and Ally’s call on Tuesday 18™ March btw 3 — 3.30pm.

If you have any questions in the meantime, please let me know.
Thanks again for all your help organising and hope you enjoy the rest of your week!

Best wishes,
[Redacted]

Private Secretary to Ed Humpherson, Director General for Regulation - Office for
Statistics Regulation



