
Email 1: 26th March 2025 – Comms clearance from CSFLG on lines re FFA in 
response to Times article 
 
From: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: 26 March 2025 17:22 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot> 
Cc: David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Ross 
Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: 
S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; 
Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; Alasdair Black 
<Alasdair.Black@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Ministerial clearance -Full fiscal autonomy - Times 
 
Many thanks [Redact: S38(1)(b)], will issue shortly.  
[Redact: S38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local 
Government 
Sent: 26 March 2025 17:21 
To: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government 
<CabSecFLG@gov.scot> 
Cc: David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Ross 
Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: 
S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; 
Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; Alasdair Black 
<Alasdair.Black@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Ministerial clearance -Full fiscal autonomy - Times 
 
Hi [Redact: S38(1)(b)], 
 
Cab Sec is content to clear. 
 
Thanks 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)] 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  
 
Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. Scottish 
Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms 
of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 



From: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: 26 March 2025 15:58 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot> 
Cc: David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Ross 
Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: 
S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; 
Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; Alasdair Black 
<Alasdair.Black@gov.scot> 
Subject: For Ministerial clearance -Full fiscal autonomy - Times 
 
Good afternoon Ms Robison/PO, 
 
Grateful for your clearance of a response to the Times regarding the call for full fiscal 
autonomy (FFA) in the letter to the Scottish Affairs Committee - 
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46344/documents/233832/default/ 
The following lines have been agreed with spads and officials, and we will confirm to 
the journalist that government policy is for independence and full fiscal autonomy.    
Kind regards 
 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)] 
 
LINES 
Finance Secretary Shona Robison said: 
"Scotland’s finances remain largely dictated by the spending decisions of the UK 
Government, leaving us working to address the lingering effects of the austerity from 
previous UK Governments. 
“The danger for Scotland’s economy was illustrated in today’s statement from the 
Chancellor, which will see further damaging austerity cuts being imposed on some of 
the most vulnerable people in our society.” 
 
QUERY 
 
Looking at a story on this letter Shona sent to the Scottish Affairs Committee, which 
appears to be resurrecting the SG demand for full fiscal autonomy. 
  
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46344/documents/233832/default/ 
  
I'm interested in why this is being raised now, given the SG hasn't really been 
pushing FFA for several years. Is this something you plan to proactively push over 
the next year or so? Or is it just that this has always remained the official policy? 
  
Would you also accept that if implemented, this would mean billions of pounds of 
cuts to SG budget in short term, and how does that square with outrage over far 
larger cuts, e.g welfare in spring statement. 
  
[Redact: S38(1)(b)]  
 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)]  



 
Email 2: 26th March 2025 – Comms clearance from officials and SpAds on lines 
re FFA in response to Times article 
 
From: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: 26 March 2025 16:06 
To: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Jack 
Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; 
Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; Alasdair Black 
<Alasdair.Black@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: For spad views -Full fiscal autonomy - Times 
 
[Redact: s.30(b)(ii)] 

 
From: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 26, 2025 3:51:26 PM 
To: David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Ross 
Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: 
S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; Alasdair Black 
<Alasdair.Black@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For spad views -Full fiscal autonomy - Times  
  
Many thanks Davie, will take this for Ministerial clearance shortly.  
Kind regards 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)] 
  
From: David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>  
Sent: 26 March 2025 15:46 
To: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Sean 
McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: 
S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; Alasdair Black 
<Alasdair.Black@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For spad views -Full fiscal autonomy - Times 
  
[Redact: s.30(b)(ii)] 
  
From: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: 26 March 2025 15:44 
To: David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Ross 
Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot> 



Cc: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: 
S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; Alasdair Black 
<Alasdair.Black@gov.scot> 
Subject: For spad views -Full fiscal autonomy - Times 
  
Good afternoon Davie, Media spads,  
We’ve received a query from the Times regarding the call for full fiscal autonomy 
(FFA) in the letter from Cab Sec to the Scottish Affairs Committee. 
 
[Redact: s.30(b)(ii)] 
  
QUERY 
 
Looking at a story on this letter Shona sent to the Scottish Affairs Committee, which 
appears to be resurrecting the SG demand for full fiscal autonomy. 
  
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46344/documents/233832/default/ 
  
I'm interested in why this is being raised now, given the SG hasn't really been 
pushing FFA for several years. Is this something you plan to proactively push over 
the next year or so? Or is it just that this has always remained the official policy? 
  
Would you also accept that if implemented, this would mean billions of pounds of 
cuts to SG budget in short term, and how does that square with outrage over far 
larger cuts, e.g welfare in spring statement. 
  
 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)] 
 
Email 3 – Comms clearance of lines re Barnett formula and FFA  
 
 
From: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: 25 March 2025 17:41 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>; 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)]> 
Cc: Minister for Public Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Jack 
Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; 
Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)]> 
Subject: RE: Line to clear - Global - Barnett Formula 
 
Thanks [Redact: S38(1)(b)], I will issue now.  
Best,  
[Redact: S38(1)(b)] 
 



[Redact: S38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local 
Government 
Sent: 25 March 2025 17:41 
To: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government 
<CabSecFLG@gov.scot> 
Cc: Minister for Public Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Jack 
Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; 
Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]> 
Subject: RE: Line to clear - Global - Barnett Formula 
 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)] 
 
Cab Sec is content to clear. 
 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)] 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  
 
Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. Scottish 
Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms 
of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: 25 March 2025 17:27 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot> 
Cc: Minister for Public Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Jack 
Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)] >; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; 
Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; [Redact: 
S38(1)(b)]<[Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)] [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: 
S38(1)(b)]< [Redact: S38(1)(b)]> 
Subject: RE: Line to clear - Global - Barnett Formula 
 
Adding [Redact: S38(1)(b)] for duty comms – grateful if this chain could be used 
 
From: [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: 25 March 2025 16:56 



To: Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot> 
Cc: Minister for Public Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Jack 
Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; 
Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; [Redact: S38(1)(b)]>; 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)]> 
Subject: Line to clear - Global - Barnett Formula 
 
Finance Secretary PO 
 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)] at Global has put in a late query on the Barnett Formula. 
 
Ian Murray's been answering questions at the Scottish Affairs Committee and has 
said he supports its continuation as: 
 

1. It equates to £120 spent per person on public services in Scotland compared 
to £100 elsewhere in the UK 

2. Full fiscal autonomy would equate to between £4bn and £8bn less being 
allocated to Scotland each year. 

 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)] would like a response to these comments, for a story that will be 
running imminently on Global’s hourly bulletins. 
 
The following has been agreed with policy officials and SpAds. Grateful if you could 
confirm whether Ms Robison is content. 
 
Many thanks 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)] 
 
 
Finance Secretary Shona Robison said: 
 
"Scotland’s finances remain largely dictated by the spending decisions of the UK 
Government, leaving us working to address the lingering effects of the austerity from 
previous UK Governments.  
 
“The danger for Scotland’s economy is the UK Government returning to the failed 
approach of austerity. It is vital that the Chancellor does not repeat the mistakes of 
the past and does not commit to further damaging cuts in the Spring Statement 
tomorrow.”  
 
[Redact: S38(1)(b)] 
 


