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From: [Redacted - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
Sent: Tuesday, September 17, 2024 8:56 AM
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot>
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>; Human Rights Office
<HumanRightsOffice@gov.scot>
Subject: Urgent Call to Reconsider Delay of Scottish Human Rights Bill
 
Dear First Minister,
 
I am writing on behalf of the Human Rights Consortium Scotland, 100+
organisations from civil society, and members from the Lived Experience Boards,
to express our deep disappointment in the decision to delay the Scottish Human
Rights Bill.
 
Please see attached a letter which details our response to the reasons for delay.
 
This Bill is crucial for incorporating international human rights treaties into Scots
law, and its absence from the legislative programme sends a concerning signal
about the priority given to human rights in Scotland at this critical time.
 
We urge you to reconsider this decision and provide a clear, public
commitment to introduce the Bill by February 2025. With overwhelming
support from civil society, the Bill must not be delayed further, especially given the
pressing human rights issues facing people across Scotland, from rising child
poverty to lack of access to essential services.
 
Thank you for your time.
 
Best wishes,
[Redacted - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
 
[Redacted - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
Human Rights Consortium Scotland
66 Hanover Street, Edinburgh EH2 1EL
@HRCScotland; hrcscotland.org

It's a crucial time for #HumanRights in Scotland.
Please support our work by donating if you can, here.
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Office of the First Minister 

St. Andrew's House 

Regent Road 

Edinburgh 

EH1 3DG 

 

17 September 2024 

 

Dear First Minister, 

We are writing to express our deep disappointment in the Scottish Government’s 

decision to renege on their commitment to introduce the Scottish Human Rights Bill 

in this parliamentary session. Incorporation of more of our international human rights 

treaties into Scots law is a crucial step in ensuring that the rights are made a reality, 

and its absence from the legislative programme is a deeply troubling sign of 

diminishing priority given to human rights at this critical juncture. 

This highly regrettable decision is a dismissal by Scottish Government of the very 

real and pressing human rights issues facing people in Scotland. Children across 

Scotland are going hungry as families are pulled deeper into poverty, more 

households than ever before are stuck in temporary accommodation for months on 

end, disabled and older people are being refused the social care support that they 

desperately need, and some Scots can’t access the medical care they have a right 

to. These are just some of the human rights emergencies being experienced by 

people in Scotland today, and these require the Scottish Government to press on 

with advancing human rights, not sit on its hands.  

Overwhelming support for the Bill 

This Bill is simply too important to be dropped from your priorities and kicked into the 

long grass. There is overwhelming support for human rights incorporation from 

across civil society. The experience of civil society, communities and individuals 

across Scotland is that human rights incorporation is vital as a bedrock for human 

rights-based decision making in public bodies, and to enabling people to name and 

claim their rights.  Indeed, the Scottish Government’s own engagements through 

meetings with hundreds of people, community conversations in All Our Rights In 

Law, the Scottish Government’s own Human Rights Bill Lived Experience Boards, 

and the overwhelming message from the public consultation have all stated very 

clearly that this Bill is both vital and timely. In choosing not to press on with the Bill in 

this session, Scottish Ministers are either not listening to those voices or are listening 

but choosing to ignore them. 

There is no reason for delay 

We fully appreciate that the Supreme Court decision in the 2021 UNCRC Bill 

reference has implications for the Bill’s scope. Transparent and positive discussion 

between Governments would avoid all risk of challenge or constitutional difficulty. 

This Bill could also then have been the means to amend the UNCRC (Incorporation) 
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(Scotland) Act so that it has a wider scope. The suggestion that the devolution-

related issues mean that the Scottish Government does not keep its own promise on 

the Bill is unacceptable and not credible. 

We also appreciate, and agree, that the Bill proposals can be developed further so 

that they are as strong as they can be, particularly for disabled people, women and 

people from ethnic minorities. Again, this is no reason to break your promise. 

Instead, this is reason to engage constructively and innovatively with these groups 

so that the Bill goes as far as it can do within devolved constraints. This can be done 

now, and in time for introduction in this session. 

Pressing need to make rights a reality 

The current financial circumstances provide yet more reason to press on with this Bill 

in this session.  Embedding human rights into decision-making gives an essential 

framework for determining priorities with participation of the people affected most. 

Human rights budgeting enables robust decision-making that ensures that 

fundamental human rights are protected for all in the midst of tough finances.  

Furthermore, we emphasise again that those most at risk of violations of their 

economic, social, cultural and environmental rights are people living in poverty. If the 

First Minister is serious about ambitions to end child poverty, then surely requiring 

our public services to deliver everyday rights for all is an essential and valuable tool 

for doing so. 

We have engaged in good faith 

Scottish Ministers have made repeated and high-profile commitments to the Human 

Rights Bill being introduced in this parliamentary session. Many of us have engaged 

in good faith for many years, contributing thousands of hours to development of the 

Bill, including sharing deeply personal experiences on lived experience boards. The 

Scottish Government has already devoted huge resources to developing the 

legislation. Given all of this, and the urgent need for it, it is highly regrettable that the 

Scottish Government has reneged on its commitment. Indeed, it is a significant 

breach of trust and disrespect to all of those who have engaged around the Bill. 

Keep promise to introduce the Bill in this parliamentary session 

In light of these concerns, we urge you to reconsider the decision to exclude the 

Scottish Human Rights Bill from the legislative programme. We request a clear and 

public commitment to this effect, including a detailed timeline for its introduction by 

February 2025 at the latest.  

Anything less suggests that Scottish Ministers’ promises on human rights are just 

words that mean very little.  

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.  

Yours sincerely, 

The Human Rights Consortium Scotland 
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Organisational co-signatories to letter: 

Age Scotland 

Alcohol Focus Scotland 

Amnesty International Scotland 

Art27 Scotland 

Autism Rights Group Highland 

Ayr Housing Aid Centre SCIO 

AyeRight 

Barnardo's Scotland 

BEMIS Scotland 

Campaign for Freedom of Information in Scotland (CFoIS) 

CAPS Independent Advocacy 

Capella Charity 

Carers Scotland 

Carers Trust Scotland 

CELCIS 

CEMVO Scotland 

Chest Heart and Stroke Scotland 

Children 1st 

Children and Young People's Centre for Justice 

Children's Parliament 

Clan Childlaw 

Close the Gap 

Coalition of Carers in Scotland 

Committed to Ending Abuse (CEA) 

Community Policy Forum 

Community Transport Association 

Creative Lives 

Disability Equality Scotland 

Dumfries and Galloway Advocacy Service 

Early Years Scotland 

East Ayrshire Advocacy Services 

Energy Action Scotland 

Environmental Rights Centre for Scotland 

Equality Network 

Faith in Older People 

Families Outside 

Fa'Side Women & Girls Group 

Feniks 

Forces Children Scotland 

Global Justice Academy 

Global Justice Now 

Grampian Independent Advocacy Ltd 

Headway East Lothian SCIO 

Health and Social Care Alliance Scotland (the ALLIANCE) 

Highland Senior Citizens Network 



4 
 

Hospice UK 

Humanist Society Scotland 

In Control Scotland 

Inclusion Scotland 

includem 

Inclusive New Normal 

Just Fair 

JustRight Scotland 

Lanarkshire Deaf Hub 

LEAP Sports Scotland 

Liberty 

LGBT Youth Scotland 

Living Rent 

Making Rights Real 

Marie Curie Scotland 

Maryhill Integration Network 

Member of the Human Rights Bill Lived Experience Board 

Menstrual Rights Global 

Migrant Voice 

National Deaf Children's Society 

Nourish Scotland 

NSPCC Scotland 

Outside The Box 

Parenting across Scotland 

People's Health Movement Scotland 

Pilton Youth and Children's Project 

Play Scotland 

Psychiatric Rights Scotland 

Quakers in Scotland (General Meeting for Scotland) 

Robinson Research Institute, University of Adelaide 

Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health 

Royal Edinburgh Hospital Patients Council 

Salvesen Mindroom Centre 

Save the Children 

Scouts Scotland 

SCVO (Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations) 

Scottish Care 

Scottish Child Law Centre 

Scottish Independent Advocacy Alliance 

Scottish Pensioners' Forum 

Scottish Recovery Consortium 

Scottish Refugee Council 

Scottish Women’s Budget Group 

Scottish Women's Aid 

Scottish Youth Parliament 

Secure Scotland 
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Simon Community Scotland 

SISU 

Springburn Unity Network 

The Destiny Project SCIO 

The Donaldson Trust 

The Fostering Network 

The Hong Kong Scots 

The Institute for Inspiring Children's Futures 

The National Autistic Taskforce 

The Poverty Alliance 

The Sound Lab 

The STAR Project 

Third Sector Dumfries & Galloway 

Together (Scottish Alliance for Children's Rights) 

Wellbeing Economy Alliance Scotland 

Welfare Scotland 

Who Cares? Scotland 

WithYou 

Women's Support Project 

Worker Support Centre 

The Young Women’s Movement 

 

Members of the Human Rights Bill Lived Experience Board, which met 12 

times to provide vital advice to the Scottish Government, strongly support this 

letter, including:  

Alex Thorburn 

Amanda Foster 

Ann Coleman 

Caroline Mockford 

Rose Jackson 

Tom Bennett 
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From: ERCS Events <events@ercs.scot> 
Sent: 03 October 2024 15:41
To: [REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
Subject: Invitation to our parliamentary event - Securing Environmental Justice in Scotland
 
Dear [REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data],
 
The Environmental Rights Centre for Scotland (ERCS) warmly invites you to a panel discussion
and networking event on securing environmental justice in Scotland, sponsored by Sarah Boyack
MSP. Join us to hear from Astrid Puentes Riaño, UN Special Rapporteur on the right to a clean,
healthy and sustainable environment, and community campaigners from the Environmental
Justice Network.
 

 
The decision not to introduce a Scottish Human Rights Bill in this year’s Programme for
Government was a huge disappointment across civil society. For the first time the substantive
right to a healthy environment would have been enshrined in law, acknowledging how this is
fundamental to securing all our human rights. At the same time, Scotland has failed to meet the
Aarhus Convention’s access to justice requirements by the 1 October deadline.
 
This event will highlight the impacts of environmental degradation on communities across the
country and the key reforms needed to secure environmental rights and justice in Scotland.
 
Join us to work for cross-party support to meaningfully support people to uphold their right to a
healthy environment.
The evening will provide an opportunity to hear about:



People’s lived experience of environmental injustice in Scotland
Scotland’s non-compliance with the Aarhus Convention’s access to justice to requirements
and the need for a Scottish Environment Court
What next for an enforceable right to a healthy environment in Scots law.

 
There will be time for questions, discussion and networking opportunities. Refreshments will be
provided.
 
This event is hosted by the Environmental Rights Centre for Scotland (ERCS), an environmental
law charity dedicated to upholding our right to a healthy environment. You can find out more
about our work at www.ercs.scot.
 
Please forward this invitation to an interested colleague if you are unable to attend, and we hope
you can join us for a very lively and informative evening.
 
Date and time: Wednesday 13 November 2024, 6-8pm in the Burns Room, Scottish Parliament.
Speakers: Sarah Boyack MSP; Astrid Puentes Riaño, UN Special Rapporteur on the right to a
clean, healthy and sustainable environment; Dr Shivali Fifield, ERCS Chief Officer; Lloyd Austin,
ERCS Chair; and members of ERCS’s Environmental Justice Network.
 
Please RSVP as spaces are limited, and send any accessibility or dietary requirements
to events@ercs.scot by Wednesday 30 October.
 
Kind regards,
 
[REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
[REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
Mobile: [REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
 
My usual working days are [REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
 
Join our mailing list
Become a member

Environmental Rights Centre for Scotland (ERCS) | Our vision is of a Scotland where
every person’s right to live in a healthy environment is respected, protected and fulfilled
|Web |YouTube |LinkedIn |Instagram

This email and any attachments may contain material that is confidential, subject to copyright and intended for the

addressee only. If you are not the named recipient you must not use, disclose, reproduce, copy or distribute the contents
of this communication. If you have received this in error, please contact the sender and then delete this email from your
system.
ERCS is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SC050257).
ERCS is committed to maintaining your data privacy. We promise to keep your details safe and will never sell them on to
third parties. To find out more about how we use your information please read our Privacy Policy.

 



 



From: Human Rights Office
Subject: The Scottish Human Rights Bill ~ [REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
Date: 03 April 2025 13:26:12

 
 
From: [REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data] @Parliament.scot 
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2024 12:42 PM
To: Minister for Equalities <MinisterforEqualities@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: The Scottish Human Rights Bill ~ [REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
 
Dear Ms Stewart,
 
RE: The Scottish Human Rights Bill
[REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
 
I wonder if it would be possible to have a response to the under-noted e-mail that Mr
Swinney received from his above constituent, [REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal
data].
 
In her below correspondence, [REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data] is concerned
with the delay in introducing the Scottish Human Rights Bill.
 
Mr Swinney would be grateful if you could respond to [REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) –
Personal data] concerns.
 
I look forward to hearing from you.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
[REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
Caseworker for John Swinney MSP for Perthshire North
 
Dear Mr Swinney,
I write on behalf of Perth Amnesty Group members, some of whom are your
constituents, to express our disappointment that the Scottish Human Rights Bill will not
be introduced in this parliamentary session. We consider human rights incorporation is
vital to ensure robust human rights-based decision making in public bodies in the face
of difficult financial circumstances, and to enable people to name and claim their rights
We are concerned that, after repeated promises to introduce a Human Rights Bill for
Scotland in this parliamentary term, the Scottish Government has chosen to delay this
work. The decision to omit the Bill from your 2024-25 legislative programme fails to
appreciate the urgency of the human rights crises being experienced across the
country, including in your own constituency.
Delaying the Bill means delaying action to tackle these crises. Across Scotland we see
that children are going hungry, families are falling deeper into poverty, and vulnerable
groups are without essential services. Those living in poverty are at greatest risk of
rights violations - and stronger legal protections for our fundamental rights, and for
remedy when violations occur, are foundational to tackling the important priority issues
you have set out as First Minister, including child poverty and improving public services.
As your constituents, we know the transformative impact the Bill could have on the lives
of people in Perthshire – from ensuring access to health and social care for all, to better
protecting the rights of Travellers and addressing particular issues faced by rural



women. It is vital to build on the 2024 UNCRC incorporation Act and improve the lives of
all.
Against a backdrop of increasing poverty exacerbated by Covid and the cost-of-living
crisis, embedding human rights into decision making is more important than ever.
That is why Amnesty International and others have called on your government to
reverse this decision and introduce a Bill immediately. In the absence of this legislation,
we consider that ministers must set out very clearly how they will use the remainder of
this parliamentary session to urgently advance human rights in Scotland.
We look forward to hearing back from you on this most vital of matters.
Yours Sincerely
 
,
[REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
Perth Amnesty Group,
[REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
 
**********************************************************************

The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of
Scotland 
Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba

www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl

The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this
email in error please delete it and do not share its contents.

**********************************************************************



[Relevant excerpt: Letter from Stop Climate Chaos letter to Gillian Martin MSP, 
Acting Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero and Energy, dated 20 September 2024] 
 
In contrast, however, SCCS is disappointed that the Programme for Government has 
delayed the proposed Human Rights Bill (including a statutory Human Right to a 
Healthy Environment) and includes no mention of any Wellbeing and Sustainable 
Development Bill. A statutory Human Right to a Healthy Environment, including the 
substantive feature related to a ‘safe climate’ and associated procedural rights, 
would allow all Scots and our communities to hold public bodies to account if they fail 
to deliver the necessary action to address the climate crisis. The proposals, 
previously consulted on, for a Wellbeing and Sustainable Development Bill would 
introduce a statutory definition of sustainable development (in particular to recognise 
climate mitigation and adaptation as essential elements) and a Future Generations 
Commissioner (to steer policy development with the aim of ensuring a safe climate 
for future generations). These measures would focus policy development related to 
climate change and provide greater clarity in terms of long-term goals and 
implications for people, the economy and the environment.  
 
Given these developments, SCCS would be pleased to hear from you about what 
steps are being taken to ensure that the delayed Human Rights Bill is progressed, 
and what the current plans are in relation to a Wellbeing and Sustainable 
Development Bill. 
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From: [Redacted - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2024 4:43 PM
To: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024 <CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data] [Redacted - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data] Human
Rights Office <HumanRightsOffice@gov.scot>
Subject: Request for Urgent Roundtable on Scottish Human Rights Bill
 
Dear Cabinet Secretary,
 
I am writing on behalf of the Civil Society Working Group on
Incorporation (CSWG), a coalition of key civil society organisations
and academics.
 
As you know, we are deeply disappointed by the Scottish
Government’s decision to delay the Human Rights Bill until the next
parliamentary session. Additionally, we are concerned that the
upcoming Human Rights Bill Governance and Engagement Advisory
Board meeting will be its last, without prior consultation or
communication to that committee before a public Committee session.
 
The CSWG has been committed to the Bill’s development, dedicating
significant time and resources. The lack of transparency and
engagement, particularly in the context of standstill funding, makes it
harder for us to understand the concrete proposals of this
government to remain committed to the development of human
rights.
 
Because of this, we request an urgent roundtable meeting with you to
discuss the Government’s plans for advancing human rights,
including how civil society will be involved going forward. We also
seek a detailed and resourced action plan, a timeline for
incorporating international treaties into Scots law, and stronger
proposals for access to justice and accountability.
 
We would appreciate a face-to-face meeting at your earliest
convenience and look forward to your response.





From: Human Rights Office
Subject: Letter from Making Rights Real - resigning from SNAP
Date: 03 April 2025 10:35:28
Importance: High

 
From: [REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2024 9:08 AM
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice 2024
<CabSecforSJ@gov.scot>
Cc: [REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]
Subject: Letter from Making Rights Real - resigning from SNAP
 
Dear First Minister,
 
 
I am writing to you as the Director of Making Rights Real and a civil society
representative on the SNAP Leadership Panel.
 
Making Rights Real exists as an organisation to support marginalised communities
to name and claim their rights using a human rights based approach in practice.
 
To effectively make rights real, human rights defenders need a legislative
framework and open accountability mechanisms, sustained by a thriving human
rights culture where access to justice is at the heart of systems and processes.
 
Like many civil society organisations and rights holders, we were deeply
concerned that the long-awaited Human Rights Bill was not included in the
Programme for Government, announced on 4th September 2024.
 
This Bill would have been instrumental in driving forward change for the people
who need change most in Scotland; rights holders whose human rights are being
breached right now, every day, by duty bearers in Scotland. The egregious way
that the Scottish Government has dismissed the thousands of rights holders
involved over many years to shape the rights framework in Scotland is
outrageous.
 
We listened to the Cabinet Secretary outline the reasons why the Bill was kicked
into the long grass at the Human Rights Conference on 11th September 2024 and
to evidence given to the Equality Human Rights and Social Justice Committee on
1st October 2024.
 
We fundamentally disagree that now was not the time to press ahead for
advancements in the human rights framework in Scotland. Along with more than
100 organisations, we wrote to you outlining our position on your broken promises
on 17th September 2024.
 
As an organisation, Making Rights Real has engaged in good faith with the
Scottish Government through our involvement as a civil society representative in
the SNAP Leadership Panel, and after a period of reflection, remain
wholeheartedly disappointed at the decision not to progress the Human Rights Bill



in this PfG. In the month since the decision was made, no further progress has
been outlined by the Scottish Government about how the Bill will progress.
 
As a small voluntary organisation, we have supported the vision for a brighter
Scottish human rights framework bringing our expertise, and precious time and
resources to the SNAP Leadership Panel. However your decision to pull the
Human Rights Bill from the PfG, and the silence around how progress will be
made on the Bill is a broken promise too far.
 
We have little trust that promises made by the Scottish Government will be carried
out, either by advancing the Bill or by resourcing and fully committing to SNAP2.
 
Because you have breached our trust, we feel that we can no longer participate in
a process where our expertise is not valued.
 
The rollback in action by your government to advance human rights, and the lack
of transparency around future plans for the Bill, leaves us with no option but to
publicly mark our objection to your apathy by withdrawing labour from the SNAP
Leadership Panel. Along with my position as a civil society representative, our
Vice Chair, Heather Ford, who serves on the LP as a rights holder, stand down
with immediate effect.
 
It is our hope that this decision will serve as a wake-up call to the Scottish
Government regarding the pressing need for genuine engagement with civil
society. If and when you are honestly ready to embark on transformative action to
advance human rights and publish a Bill incorporating human rights into Scots law,
we will support that action. However, without meaningful steps in that direction, we
cannot remain complicit in a process that fails to prioritise the rights of people and
communities we serve.
 
Yours sincerely,
Clare MacGillivray
 
c/o
[REDACTED - s.38(1)(b) – Personal data]



info@makingrightsreal.org.uk 
www.makingrightsreal.org.uk 
@Rights_Real 
Registered office: Co Amnesty Scotland, 2nd Floor, 66 Hanover Street, Edinburgh, EH21EL 
 
Making Rights Real is a registered charity in Scotland (SC050342) 

 
 

 
 
Office of the First Minister 
St. Andrew's House 
Regent Road 
Edinburgh 
EH1 3DG 

10 October 2024 

Dear First Minister 

Withdrawal from SNAP Leadership Panel 

I am writing to you as the Director of Making Rights Real and a civil society 
representative on the SNAP Leadership Panel. 

Making Rights Real exists as an organisation to support marginalised communities 
to name and claim their rights using a human rights based approach in practice. 

To effectively make rights real, human rights defenders need a legislative 
framework and open accountability mechanisms, sustained by a thriving human 
rights culture where access to justice is at the heart of systems and processes. 

Like many civil society organisations and rights holders, we were deeply concerned 
that the long-awaited Human Rights Bill was not included in the Programme for 
Government, announced on 4th September 2024. 

This Bill would have been instrumental in driving forward change for the people 
who need change most in Scotland; rights holders whose human rights are being 
breached right now, every day, by duty bearers in Scotland. The egregious way that 
the Scottish Government has dismissed the thousands of rights holders involved 
over many years to shape the rights framework in Scotland is outrageous. 

We listened to the Cabinet Secretary outline the reasons why the Bill was kicked 
into the long grass at the Human Rights Conference on 11th September 2024 and to 
evidence given to the Equality Human Rights and Social Justice Committee on 1st 
October 2024. 

We fundamentally disagree that now was not the time to press ahead for 
advancements in the human rights framework in Scotland. Along with more than 
100 organisations, we wrote to you outlining our position on your broken promises 
on 17th September 2024. 



info@makingrightsreal.org.uk 
www.makingrightsreal.org.uk 
@Rights_Real 
Registered office: Co Amnesty Scotland, 2nd Floor, 66 Hanover Street, Edinburgh, EH21EL 
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As an organisation, Making Rights Real has engaged in good faith with the Scottish 
Government through our involvement as a civil society representative in the SNAP 
Leadership Panel, and after a period of reflection, remain wholeheartedly 
disappointed at the decision not to progress the Human Rights Bill in this PfG. In 
the month since the decision was made, no further progress has been outlined by 
the Scottish Government about how the Bill will progress. 

As a small voluntary organisation, we have supported the vision for a brighter 
Scottish human rights framework bringing our expertise, and precious time and 
resources to the SNAP Leadership Panel. However your decision to pull the Human 
Rights Bill from the PfG, and the silence around how progress will be made on the 
Bill is a broken promise too far. 

We have little trust that promises made by the Scottish Government will be carried 
out, either by advancing the Bill or by resourcing and fully committing to SNAP2. 

Because you have breached our trust, we feel that we can no longer participate in a 
process where our expertise is not valued. 

The rollback in action by your government to advance human rights, and the lack of 
transparency around future plans for the Bill, leaves us with no option but to 
publicly mark our objection to your apathy by withdrawing labour from the SNAP 
Leadership Panel. Along with my position as a civil society representative, our Vice 
Chair, Heather Ford, who serves on the LP as a rights holder, stand down with 
immediate effect. 

It is our hope that this decision will serve as a wake-up call to the Scottish 
Government regarding the pressing need for genuine engagement with civil 
society. If and when you are honestly ready to embark on transformative action to 
advance human rights and publish a Bill incorporating human rights into Scots law, 
we will support that action. However, without meaningful steps in that direction, we 
cannot remain complicit in a process that fails to prioritise the rights of people and 
communities we serve. 

Yours sincerely 

  

  

Clare MacGillivray 
Director of Making Rights Real 

  

cc. Cabinet Secretary Shirley-Anne Somerville 

  



Section 38(i)(b) – personal details  
 
An exemption under section s.38(1)(b) of FOISA applies to some of the information 
you have requested because it is the personal data of a third party, i.e. names and 
contact details of individuals, and disclosing it would contravene the data protection 
principles in Article 5(1) of the General Data Protection Regulation and in section 
34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018. This exemption is not subject to the ‘public 
interest test’, so we are not required to consider whether the public interest in 
disclosing the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. 




