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Email Chain 1 
 
From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 

Minister 
Sent: 02 August 2024 13:07 
To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; First Minister 

<FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; 
Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing and Sport 2024 
<MinisterforSCMWS@gov.scot>; Jennie Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot>; DG 
Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; John Nicholson 
<John.Nicholson@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) 

(personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 

<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Commission: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

Park of Keir Development  
 

This email is for the official record and confirms a Ministerial Decision. 
This email must be placed in the official record (eRDM) by your team in 
line with SG records management policy. 
 
Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)],  

 
Thank you for sending this over. FM is grateful for the update and advice. [redacted 

s.29(1)(a) (formation or development of Scottish Government policy)]. Grateful if 

official can take forward the necessary actions and please keep FMPO updated. If 
you would like us to hold some dates in the diary for a potential visit linked to any 
announcement please let us know.  
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

Deputy Private Secretary to the First Minister 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
M: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: 02 August 2024 09:32 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; 
Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing and Sport 2024 



<MinisterforSCMWS@gov.scot>; Jennie Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot>; DG 
Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; John Nicholson 
<John.Nicholson@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) 

(personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 

<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Commission: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

Park of Keir Development  
 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] – please find update below in relation to 

the Park of Keir facility. I have also included some options for the First Minister to 
consider in relation to next steps.  
Many thanks 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
 
PS/First Minister 
PS/Cabinet Secretary for Health &Social Care  
PS/Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing & Sport 
  
Purpose 
To provide a further update on the latest position in relation to the Park of Keir 
Development. 
 
Timing 
Routine.  
 
Discussion 
Park of Keir  
 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]and her team have been in discussion 

with the Scottish Government, Sportscotland and Tennis Scotland about the 
proposed tennis centre at Park of Keir for a number of years. The centre is proposed 
to be a significant national asset and a fitting legacy to the achievements of the 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] family.  

 
Sportscotland made a provisional allocation of up to £5m in its forward budgeting for 
the development of a potential tennis facility at Park of Keir, consisting of a mix of 
Scottish Government and National Lottery funding. Any decision on whether to make 
a capital award and the appropriate level of any award, will only be taken on 
completion of a full application by the applicant and following a Sportscotland 
assessment process.  This assessment process would consider among other issues, 
the strategic need and demand for a facility, the impact it will have on sport and 
physical activity, and whether the project is financially viable in capital and revenue 
terms. This process is consistent with Sportscotland’s approach to considering all 
Sports Facilities Fund applications. 
  



Sportscotland received a formal application to its Sports Facilities Fund for Park of 
Keir in December 2023 from the Murray Play Foundation. Sportscotland reviewed 
this application and requested further information from the applicant before they 
could begin their assessment of the application. The information requested related to 
the areas of: 

• Strategic need and sport impact 

• Financial sustainability and viability 

• Management/ operational 

• Procurement 

• Design considerations 

• Legal/ planning 
  
[redacted s.29(1)(a) (formation or development of Scottish Government policy)] 

 
[redacted s.33(1)(b) (where disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice 

substantially the commercial interests of any person or organisation)] 

  
The proposed centre will have the following facilities: 
 

• 6 indoor acrylic tennis courts; 

• 4 outdoor acrylic tennis courts; 

• 4 padel courts (covered); 

• 4 pickleball courts in a multi-use indoor arena; 

• Multi Use Games Area (artificial grass outdoor); 

• Gym; 

• Studio; 

• Meeting room; 

• Soft Play; 

• Café; 

• Changing rooms; 

• Reception with retail space; and 

• Gallery wall for memorabilia. 
 
Following a review of information provided by the Murray Play Foundation and 
relevant stakeholders, Sportscotland are comfortable that unmet tennis demand in 
the area has been demonstrated, which was one of the key issues raised earlier this 
year. 
  
[redacted s.29(1)(a) (formation or development of Scottish Government policy)] 

  
Sportscotland continues to be in contact with representatives of the Murray Play 
Foundation, including [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)], as well as relevant 

partners including Tennis Scotland and the Lawn Tennis Scotland. The responsibility 
for progressing these proposals and providing the information necessary for a full 
assessment rest with the applicant (Murray Play Foundation). [redacted s.29(1)(a) 

(formation or development of Scottish Government policy)] 

 
Sportscotland would only be in a position to release funding to the applicant once a 
decision has been taken on the application. This would include any funding in 



relation to the development costs related to progressing detailed planning 
permission. 
 
Cost implications  
 
As noted above, the project is a multi-partner funded development. The Scottish 
Government and Sportscotland share of the project funding is £5m. This will be 
phased over the development of the project in financial years 24/25, 25/26 and 
26/27.  
 
[redacted s.29(1)(a) (formation or development of Scottish Government policy)] 

 
New funding released 
 
Following a recent request by the Murray Play Foundation to Scottish 
Government/sportscotland for a partnership contribution towards the cost of 
developing the proposal to the full planning application stage, sportscotland 
confirmed to the Murray Play Foundation’s via email on 18 July 2024 that an award 
of up to a maximum of £170,000 was approved for this purpose.  This funding is part 
of the overall £5m contribution from Scottish Government/National Lottery.  
 
This amount represented around one third of the estimated cost required to develop 
the proposal in advance of the 21 December 2024 planning decision deadline. The 
LTA made a similar award. This funding represents a proportional amount of 
financial risk assumed by sportscotland to assist with the development.  
 
Sensitivities  
 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]Retirement 

 

Significant focus is anticipated around the impending retirement of [redacted 

s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]after announcing that the Olympics would be his 

final tournament. [redacted s.30(b)(i) (free and frank provision of advice)] 

 

  
Tennis academy relocation and the development of Scottish Tennis  
The LTA Great Britain National Academy (GB NTA) in Stirling will close at the end of 
the 2024 academic year. The announcement, in May 2022, came after a decision 
was made to change the model of approach with just one academy in Britain, which 
will be housed at Loughborough. The Academy has been generally recognised as a 
success with many players now thriving as they make their way in the professional 
game, while Scottish players [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] and 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] are performing well on the international 

stage in juniors, demonstrating there is talent on the performance pathway for 
Scotland. 
 
As a result of the relocation, Tennis Scotland have been in discussions with the LTA 
to consider what additional funding can be offered to support performance tennis in 
Scotland. Following those discussions they will soon be announcing a new Scottish 



National Player Pathway which will focus primarily on young players, with a goal of 
delivering more Scots into the LTA British Pathway by the age of 16. 
 
The University of Stirling will continue to be the central hub for performance tennis in 
Scotland and will also continue to be home to the National Performance Programme 
for professional players competing internationally. Regular engagement has taken 
place with Stirling University to understand the potential impact of the Park of Keir 
development given its close proximity to the University campus.  
 
Opposition to the Park of Keir Project 
There is a strong voice of opposition from a number of interested parties and 
politicians to the project. It is likely to bring scrutiny through the mechanism of 
Freedom of Information requests to ensure that any public funds used in the 
development have been through suitable financial due diligence for the investment of 
public funds. It is, therefore essential that sportscotland’s Sports Facilities Fund 
application process is allowed to be completed and ratified by the sportscotland 
Board as per the normal facilities investment process.  
 
[redacted s.30(b)(i) (free and frank provision of advice)] 

 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 
Head of Active Scotland | Scottish Government |  

 [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot  

 
From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 

Minister 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2024 3:51 PM 
To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; 
Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing and Sport 2024 
<MinisterforSCMWS@gov.scot>; Jennie Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot>; DG 
Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; John Nicholson 
<John.Nicholson@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; 

First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Commission: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]Park of 

Keir Development  
 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
Just to check in on this – is there anything notable to update the FM on since your 
previous update? Conscious of [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

announcement and media queries on the development this week. 
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 



 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

Deputy Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [redacted 

s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 

 
EMAIL CHAIN 2 
 

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 

Minister 
Sent: 20 August 2024 11:25 
To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; First Minister 

<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Jennie Gollan 
<Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Director 
of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; John Nicholson 
<John.Nicholson@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events <VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [redacted 

s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 

<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Commission: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] Park of 

Keir Development  
 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
We’ve spoke about potential issues with 29th Aug given [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)] availability – grateful if you could confirm we can remove the hold from 

the diary and look for an alternative slot? 
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

Deputy Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [redacted 

s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 



 
 
From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 10:39 AM 
To: First Minister ; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]Cc: Colin McAllister ; 

Jennie Gollan ; DG Health & Social Care ; Director of Population Health ; John 
Nicholson [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]; Emily Mackintosh ; [redacted 

s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]; Visits and Events ; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)] ; Communications Health and Social Care  

Subject: RE: FM Commission: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]Park of 

Keir Development  
 
Hi [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
Yes just to confirm that we are awaiting a response from the [redacted s.38(1)(b) 

(personal information)]family and we expect to be able to update early this week. 

 
Thanks 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

Head of Delivery | Active Scotland  
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot  
 

 
From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 

Minister 
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 9:39 AM 
To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) 

(personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Jennie Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot>; DG Health 
& Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; John Nicholson 
<John.Nicholson@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; 

Visits and Events <VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)@gov.scot>; 

Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Commission: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

Park of Keir Development  



 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

(in [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

absence) 
 
Just to check in on this - are we awaiting an update from the family on their 
availability? 
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

Deputy Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [redacted 

s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 

Minister 
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 8:24 AM 
To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) 

(personal information)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: Jennie Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care 
<DGHSC@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; John Nicholson 
<John.Nicholson@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; 

First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 

s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; 

Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Commission: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

Park of Keir Development  
 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
Thanks for yesterday – I’ve discussed with Emily and grateful if you can take forward 
the suggestion of holding a reception type event at Bute on the 29th. We could look 
do this as a lunch style event and are holding 11:30-13:00 in the FM diary for now. 
As mentioned I’d be grateful if you can update me following engagement with the 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] family to confirm their availability, then 



this should be followed up with an event proposal for the FM to consider (including if 
there’s a formal recognition option to coincide with the event). 
 
As discussed we should also look to invite other sports reps (including upcoming 
Scottish tennis players as you suggested).  
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

Deputy Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [redacted 

s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 

 
From: Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 11:33 AM 
To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: Jennie Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care 
<DGHSC@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; John Nicholson 
<John.Nicholson@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) 

(personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Commission: Judy Murray Park of Keir Development  
 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
For info, I had a further conversation with [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

today.  
 
[redacted s.30(b)(i) (free and frank provision of advice)] 

 
On timing of any announcement, for planning purposes, we should be looking at 28th, 
29th or 30th August. 
 
Thanks. 
 

 
Regards  
 
Colin McAllister 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 
Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot for information. 

 

EMAIL CHAIN 3 
 



From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@charlottestreetpartners.com>  
Sent: 26 August 2024 15:26 
To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Park of Keir press release 
 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]asked me to send our press release. This 

is going out at 3.30pm. 
 
Best, 
 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 

 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]www.charlottestreetpartners.com 
Subscribe to our briefings here 
Follow us on LinkedIn & Twitter 

This email is intended for only the addressee named above. It may contain confidential or privileged information. If you are not the named addressee, or the person responsible for delivering the 
message to the named addressee, please destroy this email and notify the sender immediately. Its contents must not be disclosed with any other person, nor should copies be taken. Charlotte Street 
Partners Ltd trades from 5 Thistle Street, Edinburgh, EH1 2DF. 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

 
EMBARGOED UNTIL 0001hrs, Tuesday 27 August 2024 MURRAY LEGACY 

PROJECT AT DUNBLANE WILL NOT GO AHEAD 
 
The trustees of the Murray Play Foundation, a charitable organisation established to 
design, build, and operate a community sports facility at Park of Keir near Dunblane, 
today (Monday 26 August 2024) announce that the project will not go ahead. The 
£20m facility – inspired by the careers of Andy and Jamie Murray and driven by their 
mother Judy – was intended to provide affordable access to leisure for thousands of 
people of all ages and abilities, and to grow the sports of tennis, pickleball and padel 
by creating an accessible, community-focused pay-to-play centre with indoor and 
outdoor courts, gym, exercise studio, soft play, and a multi-use games area (MUGA). 
To date, the project has been entirely funded by the Murray Play Foundation. The 
foundation also planned to develop a vast workforce of community coaches to serve 
all three sports across Scotland, all from a site close to where the Murray boys grew 
up. A combination of factors, including significant increases in construction, material, 
energy and labour costs, a lengthy and uncertain planning process, and protracted 
discussions with governing bodies, has precipitated the decision. A spokesperson for 
the Murray Play Foundation said: “It is with deep regret and sorrow that we bring this 
project to an end, and with it a unique opportunity for a sporting legacy from the 
careers of two young men from Dunblane who reached the top of their sport and 
inspired countless people to play the game. “Judy has been involved in promoting 
sport and tennis her whole life. This not-for-profit project was an opportunity to build 
a base in Scotland that would have lasted beyond her lifetime and given the next 
generation greater opportunity to access courts, competition, and coaching. Over 12 
years, Judy has invested significant time and encountered indifference and 
opposition for much of that period. However, she and her team persevered until 



several factors conspired to leave the project unviable in its current form and we no 
longer plan to seek a detailed planning consent on the site at Park of Keir. “The 
Murray family is proud of what they have contributed to tennis in the UK and remain 
committed to growing the game and persuading governments, sports governing 
bodies and others of the significant health, social and economic benefits that flow 
from sustained investment in sport and physical activity.” “We will now take time to 
consider what other initiatives might be aligned to the purpose of our charity, which is 
essentially to provide more people – particularly those from disadvantaged 
backgrounds – with the opportunity to pursue sport, fitness and physical activity.” -
ends 
Enquiries to: - [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 

EMAIL CHAIN 4 

 
From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: 12 September 2024 13:14 
To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: PQ for clearance - due 16/09/2024 
 

 
Hi 
 
Can you please clear/amend below PQ please. Sportscotland haven’t come back on 
it yet but not expecting anything different however I will hold off sending it to PO until 
they do just in case.  
 
Q: To ask the Scottish Government how any funds for a sports facility at Park of Keir 
will be re-allocated, in light of the withdrawal of the project 
 
A: We recognise the enormous contribution the Murray family has made to tennis in 
Scotland and we are committed to delivering a tangible and fitting legacy. 
 
sportscotland’s provisional allocation of up to £5m for the development of a potential 
tennis facility at Park of Keir remains in place for the development of tennis facilities 
in Scotland.  
 
We will work with sportscotland, the Murray family, and wider partners, on how best 
to utilise this provisional allocation on tennis facilities which are accessible and 
affordable for all children and families across Scotland. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 

• The proposed Murray Legacy Facility at Park of Keir, near Dunblane, aimed to 
establish a lasting and meaningful legacy from the success of both [redacted 

s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] and [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)] on the global stage, by creating a best-in-class tennis and sports 

complex as part of a wider Park of Keir development.  

• The proposal was driven by [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)], and 

focussed on provision of grassroots facilities which would be accessible and 



affordable for all children and families throughout the local community and 
across Scotland. 

• Active Scotland were able to secure £3M of unallocated capital funding from 
the Health & Sport capital budget for 2020/21 to sportscotland as match 
funding for the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) investment in the Murray 
Legacy development at Park of Keir. 

• On the 27 August 2024 the Murray Play Foundation announced that the Park 
of Keir development would not be going ahead, citing funding gaps and rising 
costs as a reason. 

• Following this announcement, Mark Ruskell MSP tweeted “Everyone wants to 
see a strong Andy Murray tennis legacy for Scotland, but building an 
inaccessible private sports centre, reliant on public funds, in a location that 
has very little local support was never going to end well.” 

• Tennis Scotland have worked with sportscotland and [redacted s.38(1)(b) 

(personal information)] on a strategic plan for the development of tennis in 

Scotland, which capitalises on the successes of the [redacted s.38(1)(b) 

(personal information)] family and establishes a lasting investment in facilities 

in Scotland. 

• sportscotland have recently met with the Murray Play Foundation to explore 
other potential legacy options with positive progress being made towards 
developing alternatives to Park of Keir.  

 
Thanks 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]Triage and Policy Officer | Active Scotland 

Unit | Scottish Government | Area 1B South | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ  
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot  
 

EMAIL CHAIN 5 
  
From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

@gov.scot>  
Sent: 26 August 2024 18:14 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing and Sport 2024 
<MinisterforSCMWS@gov.scot> 
Cc: Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; [redacted 

s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot[redacted 

s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FIRST MINISTER CLEARANCE: The Sun/Daily Mail - [redacted s.38(1)(b) 

(personal information)]- Park of Keir project cancelled 



 
Thanks[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 , I will issue the lines now.  
 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

News | Media Manager 
Communications Health and Social Care 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 
244 9021 
 
 
From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2024 6:02 PM 
To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

; First Minister ; Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing and Sport 2024  
Cc: Jack Middleton ; Emily Mackintosh ; Ross Ingebrigtsen ; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]; Communications Health and Social Care  
Subject: RE: FIRST MINISTER CLEARANCE: The Sun/Daily Mail - [redacted s.38(1)(b) 

(personal information)]- Park of Keir project cancelled 

 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
FM has revised slightly. 
 
DRAFT RESPONSE 

 
First Minister John Swinney said:  
 
“We recognise the enormous contribution the Murray family has made to tennis in 
Scotland and respect the decision made by the Murray Play Foundation in relation to 
the Park of Keir development. 
 
"We are committed to working with the Murray family and wider partners in the sector 
to explore alternative options that will deliver a tangible and fitting legacy to their 
enormous contribution to sport in Scotland and across the world." 
 
Thanks 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
 
EMAIL CHAIN 6 
  

From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 30 October 2024 17:43 
To: Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing and Sport 2024 
<MinisterforSCMWS@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; [redacted 



s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; John Nicholson <John.Nicholson@gov.scot>; Niamh O'Connor 
<Niamh.O'Connor@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; Jennie Gollan 
<Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; [redacted 

s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]gov.scot>; 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing and Sport meeting with sportscotland - 
5 November 2024- Briefing Pack 

 
PS/Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing and Sport, 
 
Please find attached a briefing pack ahead of the Minister for Social Care, Mental 
Wellbeing and Sport meeting with Maureen Campbell (Chair) and Forbes Dunlop 
(CEO) sportscotland on 5 November 2024. 
 
thanks 
 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 
Sponsorship Officer 
Scottish Government 
Population Health Directorate 
Population Health Strategy And Improvement Division 
Active Scotland 

Tel: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
 

 
 
 



FOI 202500456817 – Document 2 - Correspondence 
 
Correspondence 
 
From: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
  
Sent: Friday, August 30, 2024 7:54 AM 
To: [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
Cc: sportscotland.enquiries@sportscotland.org.uk; 
Maree.Todd.msp@parliament.scot; firstminister@gov.scot; 
dundee@shona.robison.scot; ian.murray.mp@parliament.uk; 
news@sundaypost.com; hello@mydisabilityplus.com 
Subject: A fitting tribute to the success of [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 

 
Dear Secretary  
 
Congratulations to the people of Dunblane on resisting the development of green 
belt land and ancient woodlands for a tennis centre.  
 
There is already close by the national tennis centre in Stirling and it would have been 
unlikely that people from Glasgow and Edinburgh would travel up. 
 
The people and community must be so proud of the world wide achievement of one 
of your locals to overcome physical and mental barriers and challenges. A true 
inspiration for future generations to come. 
 
I hope the community council as well as Sport Scotland, the Sport Minister, Finance 
Minister and First Minister as well as the UK Government in these financially difficult 
times will back a better proposal. I believe that this will be to support and promote 
the idea that a suitable tribute to [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]is the 

renaming of the National Tennis Sport Centre in Stirling as the [redacted s.38(1)(b) 

(personal information)]. Just like the Sir Chris Hoy velodrome in Glasgow honours 

the memory of an Edinburgh cyclist. 
 
Now that [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] has retired that all parties will 

recognise the opportunity and will choose to work together in the spirit of 
cooperation, collaboration and harmony to quickly make this an achievable reality. 
 
Many thanks  
 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
 
RESPONSE 
 
DIRECTORATE FOR POPULATION HEALTH DPH : Population Health Strategy and 
Improvement  



 
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
Our Reference: 202400429707  
 
30 September 2024  
 
Dear [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 
Thank you for copying Scottish Government Ministers into your recent email 
regarding a fitting tribute to [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)]that I, as part 

of Active Scotland have been asked to reply to.  
 
We recognise the enormous contribution that [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)] has made to tennis in Scotland.  

 
Following the decision regarding the facility at Park of Kier the Scottish Government 
is committed to working with sportscotland, the [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)] family and wider partners in the sector to explore alternative options 

that will deliver a tangible and fitting legacy to [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal 

information)] enormous contribution to sport in Scotland and across the world.  

 
Yours sincerely  
[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

PHSI : Active Scotland 
 
 



FOI 202500456817 – Document 3 Briefing  
 
ENGAGEMENT TITLE: Regular meeting with sportscotland 
 

Date and Time of 
Engagement 

Tuesday 5 November 2024, 10:00-11:00. 

Where Scottish Parliament – T4.03 

Who  Maureen Campbell, Chair, sportscotland 
Forbes Dunlop, CEO, sportscotland 

Key Purpose / 
Message 

Meeting with sportscotland to discuss key issues. 

Top Facts / 
Figures 

N/A 

Sensitivities There are no particular sensitives associated with this meeting. 

 
Official Support 
 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)], Active Scotland – 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 

[redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

Active Scotland - [redacted s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] 

 

  
 
 
Briefing Contents 
 

Annex A Summary Page 

Annex B 
 

Suggested Speaking Points 

Annex C Background 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



ANNEX A 
SUMMARY PAGE 
 
 
Purpose of meeting: 
 

• This is the regular catch-up meeting with the (Chair) and (CEO) from 
sportscotland. 

 
Agenda  
 

• sportscotland have asked to update the Minister on their Business Planning 
review process and early thinking based on the Board ‘deep dives’ into school 
and education, club and community and performance sport.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ANNEX B 
SUGGESTED SPEAKING POINTS 

 
 

• Welcome to meeting. 
 

• Understand wish to update me on work to develop the 2025-26 
Business Plan. 

 
[redacted – out of scope] 

 
AOB 
 

• Understand you may be able to provide an update on Murray 
legacy following a number of discussions with Judy? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



ANNEX C 
BACKGROUND – SPORTSCOTLAND BOARD DISCUSSIONS  
 
 
[remainder of document redacted – out of scope] 
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