Document 1-

Email regarding potential meeting between FM and Prof Elisa Morgera

From: [Redacted 38(1)(b]@strath.ac.uk>

Sent: 17 February 2025 15:47

To: [Redacted 38(1)(b]J@gov.scot>

Subject: Prof Elisa Morgera, UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Climate
Change

Hi [Redacted 38(1)(b]

| hope that you do not mind me contacting you out of the blue but | do so at the
suggestion of our mutual colleague, Kevin Pringle!

A close colleague of mine - Professor Elisa Morgera — has recently been elected by
the UN Human Rights Council as its Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and
Climate Change. Whilst this is a huge honour not only for Elisa but also for Scotland
— she is our country’s first UN Special Rapporteur — it brings with it huge
responsibilities and demands but precious little resources given the current financial
crisis within the UN! | also work with the UN and am supporting Elisa with her
mandate.

Normally a host government wishes to associate itself with the prestige of the
appointment — in this case it is obviously the UK as the UN member state — and
supports the mandate of a Special Rapporteur through providing certain resources
but this has not yet been forthcoming.

The role is extremely demanding and involves the preparation and presentation of
reports to the UN General Assembly and the Human Rights Council, providing
advice to member states and all other stakeholders on good practice, intervening in
court cases, undertaking country visits and responding to numerous requests for
support from human rights and environmental defenders.

You may be interested in this recent interview she gave to the Guardian at
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2025/jan/07/climate-
change-reform-elisa-morgera.

| have come to know the First Minister quite well over the years and would be
hopeful, given his priorities and Scotland’s global contribution to date in this field,
that he would be interested in exploring ways and means of supporting Prof
Morgera’s mandate, including through the provision of resources notwithstanding the
current understandable financial constraints.

If you are interested, | would be grateful if we could meet to discuss in more detail.
Prof Morgera is pretty much constantly travelling and so in the first instance it is
probably more practical for you and | to have a chat to see if there is any potential in
seeking to arrange a meeting between her and the FM? | would be happy to come to
you for a brief in-person meeting at your convenience or to do a call if you prefer.

| look forward to hearing from you.


https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2025/jan/07/climate-change-reform-elisa-morgera
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2025/jan/07/climate-change-reform-elisa-morgera

Thank you for giving this your consideration.
Best

[Redacted 38(1)(b]

[Redacted 38(1)(b]
[Redacted 38(1)(b]
[Redacted 38(1)(b]

University of Strathclyde
141 St James Road
Glasgow G4 OLT
Scotland

Tel: [Redacted 38(1)(b]

Email: [Redacted 38(1)(b]@strath.ac.uk




Document 1-
Email from DFM to Central Correspondence Unit regarding a possible event.

From: [Redacted 38(1)(b]

gov.scot> On Behalf Of Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy &
Gaelic

Sent: 06 February 2025 10:00

To: Central Correspondence Unit <CentralCorrespondenceUnit@gov.scot>

Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
<DFMCSEG@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: Possible event - Women in Public Affairs Scotland

MiCase for diary please.

Thanks,

[Redacted 38(1)(b]

Assistant Private Secretary to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for
Economy and Gaelic — Kate Forbes MSP

The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1
3DG

Email: DFMCSEG@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot

From: Women in Public Affairs Scotland

Sent: 06 February 2025 09:52

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic
Cc: Kate.Forbes.msp@parliament.scot

Subject: Possible event - Women in Public Affairs Scotland

Dear Deputy First Minister,
| hope you are well.

My name is : [Redacted 38(1)(b] and | am Co Chair of Women in Public Affairs
Scotland. Established over five years ago, WiPA Scotland works towards creating a
more inclusive space for all those who identify as women to progress and establish
themselves in Scotland’s public affairs and policy sector. We strive to create
opportunities for members to build relationships and develop through our events and
training. More information is available on our LinkedIn and our website. Our
members are from a range of different organisations and businesses based in
Scotland


mailto:DFMCSEG@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:Kate.Forbes.msp@parliament.scot
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wipa-scotland
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.womeninpa.co.uk/wipa-scotland__;!!N96JrnIq8IfO5w!mrbxrb9BV35Xfu5H-YlhgjGHZmfcnxs1KE7diTAmhFBp6RgdhDw3lHnjoNV4n4jfHEpxJteD0TnyuHW72HkReQR4ZmptjLOiGeNwMQ$

As part of our events programme, we regularly host “In Conversations with...” events
where we hear from women leaders in politics and policy. The format of these events
would include a conversation between guests and a WiPA committee member,
followed by a Q&A from our members. Previous guests include Shona Robison,
Kezia Dugdale, Liz Lloyd, Clare Baker and Professor Nicola McEwen. Given your
role as Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy, we would be
delighted if you might consider taking part in such an event and would be very happy
to work with you to consider format and focus.

My initial thinking was a conversation or panel discussion on Scotland’s economic
prosperity, the role of women in the economy, and to hear more about your role as
Investment Champion. We would also be happy to explore another speaker
alongside you, as we did with our Women in Finance event with Shona Robison and
RBS last year.

| appreciate this will be an incredibly busy time for you and we can be very flexible
on timings to fit in with your schedule if you were happy to take part. We are hoping
this event could take place one evening in Edinburgh potentially in May or June, but
we would be delighted to work with your diary and commitments.

Thank you in advance for considering this event and look forward to hearing from
you.

Many thanks,

[Redacted 38(1)(b]
Co Chair, Women in Public Affairs



Document 2

Email from First Minister to Central Correspondence Unit regarding a possible
event.

From: [Redacted 38(1)(b]
[Redacted 38(1)(b]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister
Sent: 14 January 2025 16:58
To: Central Correspondence Unit <CentralCorrespondenceUnit@gov.scot>
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>
Subject: FW: Invitation to the First Minister to mark 10 years of Sky Livingston

Good afternoon
For MiCase — DR

Many thanks,
[Redacted 38(1)(b]

[Redacted 38(1)(b]

Diary Secretary

Office of the First Minister

5t Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [Redacted
38(1)(b]

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the
Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.
See www.lobbying.scot for information.

From: Davidson, Emily (Director of Policy & Public Affairs UK)

Sent: 14 January 2025 16:25

To: Jack Middleton ; First Minister

Cc: Thompson, Cecily (Public Affairs Manager)

Subject: Invitation to the First Minister to mark 10 years of Sky Livingston

Hi Jack,
Happy New Year. | hope that you had a good break.

| was passed on your details by Liz Lloyd, who suggested you might be able to help
with an invitation to the First Minister please.


http://www.lobbying.scot/

Sky employees over 6000 people in Scotland and in March, we will mark 10 years of
Sky’s Livingston Campus which houses our first and biggest contact centre and is a
hub for our customer champions. It is also home to our Sky Up Academy, which
offers an immersive experience for young people to try their hand at being media
creators.

We would like to invite the First Minister to mark this occasion with our colleagues in
Livingston on Monday, 17t March. Timings TBC, but if accepted, we would look for a
special role for the First Minister to help us to commemorate this milestone.

If you think that this might be of interest and you would like more details, please get
in touch with me or my colleague Cecily, who is on copy.

Thanks,
Emily

Emily Davidson
Director of Policy & Public Affairs UK

Email [Redacted 38(1)(b]

Mobile [Redacted 38(1)(b]

Sky | Grant Way | Isleworth | Middlesex | TW7 5QD
PV
'"‘Y

Information in this email including any attachments may be privileged, confidential
and is intended exclusively for the addressee. The views expressed may not be
official policy, but the personal views of the originator. If you have received it in error,
please notify the sender by return e-mail and delete it from your system. You should
not reproduce, distribute, store, retransmit, use or disclose its contents to anyone.
Please note we reserve the right to monitor all e-mail communication through our
internal and external networks. SKY and the SKY marks are trademarks of Sky
Limited and Sky International AG and are used under licence.

Sky UK Limited (Registration No. 2906991), Sky-In-Home Service Limited
(Registration No. 2067075), Sky Subscribers Services Limited (Registration No.
2340150) and Sky CP Limited (Registration No. 9513259) are direct or indirect
subsidiaries of Sky Limited (Registration No. 2247735). All of the companies
mentioned in this paragraph are incorporated in England and Wales and share the
same registered office at Grant Way, Isleworth, Middlesex TW7 5QD



Document 3-

Email Chain between officials and Deputy First Minister- IMMEDIATE - Briefing pack
to accompany draft Statement on Martins Review Publication-

[Out of scope - Email does not mention Liz Lloyd]



Document 3- Attachment 1

BRIEFING PACK FOR DEPUTY FIRST MINISTER Statement to Parliament on:
The report of the independent review of Scottish Government use of mobile
messaging apps and non-corporate communications

Annex M-
Excerpt from FMQs 25 January 2024
Covid-19 Inquiry (WhatsApp Messages)

1. Douglas Ross (Highlands and Islands) (Con): During the pandemic, Nicola
Sturgeon made Government decisions over WhatsApp. She was ordered by the
United Kingdom Covid inquiry to retain those messages. The former First Minister
promised to provide them. She said: “| have nothing to hide.” However, we now know
that she deleted them all. She broke promises to grieving families. She may have
broken the law. Does the First Minister accept that it was completely wrong and
utterly scandalous for Nicola Sturgeon to delete those messages? (S6F-02733)

The First Minister (Humza Yousaf): Before | answer Douglas Ross’s question of
substance, | say at the outset, given that this is the First Minister’s question time
before Holocaust memorial day... | come to the issue of substance. | will start this
exchange, as | have started exchanges on the issue in recent weeks and months, by
giving first and foremost an unreserved apology to those families who were bereaved
by Covid for our handling of informal communications, such as WhatsApps. As an
organisation, we did not handle the request for the WhatsApp messages in a way
that gave families who have been bereaved by Covid confidence—in fact, it was
quite the opposite. They have asked for nothing unreasonable. They have asked for
answers and for the truth. | will certainly give that when | appear in front of the inquiry
later today. Douglas Ross is asking me about Nicola Sturgeon. | believe that it has
now been confirmed that Nicola Sturgeon will appear in front of the Covid inquiry
next week. She will answer for herself. As per our records management policy, when
it comes to any decisions that are made, whether they are made using WhatsApp or
discussed over email or telephone call or any other method of communication, it is
so important that salient points are uploaded to the corporate record. | will end on
this point by saying to Douglas Ross that we have handed over 28,000 WhatsApp
messages, including mine. That is in stark contrast to the Prime Minister, of course.

Douglas Ross: | fully associate myself with the First Minister’s remarks ahead of
Holocaust memorial day on Saturday. | asked a very simple question about what the
First Minister feels about Nicola Sturgeon deleting those messages, and we heard
nothing. Although Nicola Sturgeon led the cover-up and the secrecy, she was not
alone. The then Deputy First Minister, John Swinney, also deleted his messages. Is it
not telling that neither of them can be in the chamber today? Although they deleted
messages, let us look at some of the messages that we have seen. The chief
medical officer, Professor Gregor Smith, reminded colleagues in a WhatsApp chat to
“Delete at the end of every day.” Ken Thomson, the former Scottish Government



director general, wrote: “| feel moved at this point to tell you that this chat is
FOlrecoverable .” He went on to say: “Plausible deniability is my middle name.” A
message from the national clinical director, Jason Leitch, said: “WhatsApp deletion is
a pre-bed ritual.” He also said: “Just my usual reminder to delete your chat ...
particularly after we reach a conclusion.” From politicians to civil servants, they
sought to destroy evidence. Does that not show a culture of secrecy running through
this entire Scottish National Party Government?

The First Minister: Douglas Ross talks about a culture of secrecy, but we handed
over 28,000 messages and 19,000 documents. [Interruption.]

The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone): Let us hear the First Minister.

The First Minister: The former First Minister did 250 media briefings, taking questions
from journalists day after day. The accusations from Douglas Ross, of a Government
that was hiding from scrutiny, hardly ring true. Far from that, the former First Minister
stood up every day and took questions. [Interruption.]

The Presiding Officer: Excuse me, First Minister. Many members wish to put
questions in this session. It will make it far more likely that those will be taken if we
can hear one another.

The First Minister: | assume that all the accusations that Douglas Ross is throwing at
the former First Minister and the former Deputy First Minister—of course, they will
give evidence to the inquiry, and | do not intend to prejudge that or put words in their
mouths—ring true for his colleague the Prime Minister, who has not handed over a
single WhatsApp message. If the accusations that Douglas Ross is making against
Nicola Sturgeon and throwing at the former Deputy First Minister do not hold true for
the Prime Minister, who has not handed over a single message, that is not just
political opportunism but breathtaking hypocrisy.

Douglas Ross: That is risible and embarrassing from the First Minister. Let us look at
the facts. Nicola Sturgeon destroyed all her messages, and she did that deliberately.
However, some messages have been recovered from other people. This morning’s
Covid inquiry session with Liz Lloyd, Nicola Sturgeon’s former chief of staff, has
revealed that, unquestionably, Covid decisions were made on WhatsApp. There are
many examples in her evidence, but let us take just one. With just two hours to go
before a statement in the Parliament, Nicola Sturgeon said on WhatsApp that she
was “not sure” what to do about the number of people at weddings and funerals. Her
chief of staff said: “I think as we only just put them up just leave it ... | think we stay
at 20.” Therefore, a Government decision to stay at 20 was taken over WhatsApp.
Humza Yousaf has previously said: “The Scottish Government did not routinely make
decisions through WhatsApp.”—[Official Report, 26 October 2023; ¢ 11.] Did the First
Minister mislead the Parliament when he said that, or did he not realise that
Government policy—([Interruption.]

The Presiding Officer: Members, we must hear one another.

Douglas Ross: | am happy to repeat this to SNP members, who seem to want to
drown it out. Did the First Minister mislead Parliament when he said that, or did he



not realise that Scottish Government policy was being made on the hoof over
WhatsApp?

The First Minister: Presiding Officer, “Whatsapp is a communications application
rather than a decision-making tool. Instead, each Minister is supported by a Private
Office and this team comprises private secretaries and administrative staff. A Private
Office records the specific decisions of Ministers for the official record.” Members are
laughing, but that is from the Scotland Office. When we asked it for Douglas Ross’s
WhatsApp messages, it refused to release them. The point is that WhatsApp is not
routinely used—{Interruption.]

The Presiding Officer: Members.

The First Minister: Douglas Ross literally read out my quote. It is not routinely used
to make decisions. If it was—{[Interruption.]. Opposition members are getting up in
arms over what Douglas Ross has said.

The Presiding Officer: First Minister, | am sorry, but | cannot hear a word that you are
saying, and that will be the case for those who are visiting the Parliament today. | ask
all members to remember the requirement to conduct our business in an orderly
manner.

The First Minister: The truth is inconvenient for the Conservatives, because it is very
simple. If decisions were made over WhatsApp, they would have to be recorded.
Otherwise, how on earth would they be actioned? All salient points and key decisions
are recorded on the corporate record and taken forward. To go back to the point that
| made in response to the first question that Douglas Ross asked, | believe that there
are challenges in relation to our use of WhatsApp. Frankly, in relation to the handling
of those requests, it has not been the Government’s finest hour. | put my hands up to
that—unlike other Governments. That is why | have commissioned officials to deliver
an externally led review—not a Government review—into the use of mobile
messaging apps and the use of non-corporate technology in the Scottish
Government. That should take particular account of our interaction with statutory
public inquires. When it comes to being transparent, | go back to the point that | have
made, which is that the Government handed over 28,000 messages and 19,000
documents. |, as First Minister of the Government, have handed over my WhatsApp
messages. That is in stark contrast to the UK Government and the Prime Minister,
who has refused to hand over a single message and who, of course, took the inquiry
to court, only to lose.

Douglas Ross: There was so much in that. First, | am not sure what the First Minister
was speaking about in relation to my own WhatsApp messages, but, to be absolutely
clear, | provided my WhatsApps from my time as a Government minister to the Covid
inquiry. They are there on the record. Unlike senior nationalists, | did not delete mine.
The evidence that we have heard today is, quite frankly, shocking. It confirms that
pandemic decisions by the SNP were made for political purposes. [Interruption.]

The Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills (Jenny Gilruth): What?



Douglas Ross: They are saying, “What?” [Interruption.] The education secretary is
saying, “What on earth?” Let me say that Nicola Sturgeon’s chief of staff talked of
making “purely political” moves on public health to start a “good old-fashioned
rammy” with the UK Government. In another handwritten note, she says that she is
going to look at “political tactics—calling for things we can’t do.” Hiding revelations
such as those must have been the reason that the SNP Government destroyed so
much evidence. The First Minister, the Deputy First Minister, the national clinical
director and the chief medical officer all deleted their messages. Discussions and
crucial decisions have vanished. A top-down culture of secrecy was rife throughout
this entire Government. It looks as though the most senior figures have engaged in a
deliberate cover-up.

The Presiding Officer: Can | have your question, Mr Ross?

Douglas Ross: Now that it has been confirmed that the SNP made some crucial
Covid decisions for “purely political” reasons, is Humza Yousaf ashamed that the
SNP Government made purely political decisions during the pandemic, and is that
not the ultimate betrayal of the public, who sacrificed so much?

The First Minister: | reject the charge in its entirety. We published regularly regarding
the four harms approach that we took to decisions that were made in relation to the
pandemic. | can say with confidence that, every single day, our overarching priority
was always to keep the people of this country safe. Douglas Ross: Political tactics.
Calling for things you could not do!

The Presiding Officer: Mr Ross.

The First Minister: That was the overarching priority. Did we get every decision right?
Absolutely not, and we will be rightly questioned about that in both the UK and
Scottish inquiries. However, | know that our motivation, every step of the way, was to
ensure that we kept the people of this country safe. Was that not in stark contrast, of
course, to a UK Government holding parties in number 10 and holding parties in the
Treasury, and the obscene spectacle of the then Prime Minister— [Interruption.]

The Presiding Officer: Members.

The First Minister: —flagrantly breaching the rules while loved ones, individuals and
families could not go to their loved ones’ funerals? Throughout all that, Douglas Ross
has not had the decency to apologise once.

Covid-19 Inquiry (WhatsApp Messages)

2. Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Lab): Saturday marks Holocaust memorial day on the
theme of “Fragility of Freedom”. It is a day on which we pause, reflect and remember
all those who have been victims of genocide, but it is also a moment to pause and
reflect on those who still strive to live with peace and dignity, away from conflict, and
without prejudice. What has been revealed at the Covid inquiry this week has rightly
shocked people across Scotland. The attempts to subvert the inquiry and to breach
freedom of information laws are, frankly, a betrayal of the trust that people put in the
Government. WhatsApp messages were deleted on an industrial scale. The former
First Minister used a private Scottish National Party email address for Government



business. Officials openly joked about breaking the law while the Covid pandemic
tore through our country. The culture of cover-up started with the First Minister and
extended down to the senior civil service. In June, when | asked Humza Yousaf
whether “all requested emails, texts and WhatsApp messages will be handed over in
ful>—[Official Report, 29 June 2023; c 15.] he responded in this Parliament, without
equivocation, “Yes”. Now that we know that that was not true, was the First Minister
knowingly misleading Parliament, or was he so out of his depth that he did not know
what was going on?

The First Minister (Humza Yousaf): We did hand over what we had—28,000
messages have been handed over. Officials and former ministers of the Government
who do not have WhatsApp messages will have to account for that before the Covid
inquiry. Anas Sarwar cannot say that there was deletion “on an industrial scale” when
28,000 messages have been handed over to the inquiry. He cannot say that | have
been leading that approach from the top when | have handed over all the WhatsApp
messages that | have. No doubt, in a couple of hours’ time, | will be questioned about
them. Anas Sarwar is absolutely right, as is Douglas Ross, to ask questions about
our informal communications. There is nothing wrong in that. Frankly, though, | do
not believe that the public agree with Anas Sarwar or Douglas Ross when they
suggest that there was somehow a cover-up. Why? It is because the public looked at
this Government, questioned it and saw that it had a First Minister—Nicola
Sturgeon—who stood in front of the cameras every single day— [Interruption.]

Douglas Ross: Where is she now?
The Presiding Officer: Let us hear the First Minister.

The First Minister: —and took questions from journalists and members of the
Scottish Parliament more than 250 times. That is hardly the measure or the mark of
a Government that was trying to avoid scrutiny.

Anas Sarwar: The First Minister must live in a parallel universe. The then First
Minister deleted every WhatsApp message; the then Deputy First Minister deleted
every WhatsApp message; the then chief medical officer deleted every WhatsApp
message; and the then national clinical director deleted every WhatsApp message. If
that is not deletion on an industrial scale, | do not know what planet Humza Yousaf
lives on. The First Minister gave an unequivocal commitment to Parliament but, on
his watch, ministers and officials failed to comply with “Do not destroy” notices. Key
evidence has been deleted, and deliberately misleading statements have been given
to the press and the public, on his watch. One issue that | raised with Humza Yousaf
was the use of private SNP email accounts to conduct Scottish Government
business, which the Government has repeatedly denied. However, evidence to the
inquiry this week has blown that claim out of the water. In November, when | asked
Humza Yousaf whether all emails, whether they were from the Government or his
party, would be handed to the inquiry, he said this: “As for any other form of
communication, including any other email address ... it is my full expectation that that
is handed over.”—[Official Report, 9 November 2023; ¢ 17.] Humza Yousaf is First
Minister and leader of the SNP. Have any emails from SNP accounts been handed to
the Covid inquiry? If so, how many?



The First Minister: The fundamental point is that the use of a non-Government email
address, such as an SNP email address, does not exempt official correspondence
from freedom of information requests. [Interruption.] For example, a freedom of
information request about a particular issue or for a particular document is not
subverted because it is sent to an SNP email address. [Interruption.]

Anas Sarwar: Exactly.
The Presiding Officer: Members!

The First Minister: Therefore, the information should be handed over. | give an
absolute guarantee that no Government business was conducted through my SNP
email address. Messages from my private communication applications have been
handed over. | have handed over not only WhatsApp messages but private direct
messages from my private Twitter account. As for Government messages, | have
made it very clear to every minister, cabinet secretary, permanent secretary and civil
servant that, regardless of the method of communication that was used, we must
comply with the Public Records (Scotland) Act 2011, the freedom of information
legislation and our mobile messaging policy. | go back to the point that | made to
Douglas Ross. Regardless of the communication method that is used—whether it be
an SNP email address or otherwise—any decisions that are made must be recorded
in the corporate record, as must the salient points. We will continue to comply fully
with the UK Covid inquiry, as | intend to do in a couple of hours.

Anas Sarwar: Humza Yousaf is meant to be in charge of the Government and his
party, but he cannot answer for anybody else in either of those, and he goes back
only to his own messages and emails. The issue is not just about the Covid inquiry; it
is about how the Government operates. Over the past 17 years in government, the
SNP has created a culture of secrecy and cover-up—a culture that goes from the
First Minister down. People in the SNP believe that there is one standard for them
and another standard for everyone else—because somehow the rules do not apply
to the SNP. They have abused the trust that the people of Scotland put in them. If
they will not take my word for it, they should perhaps listen to Caroleanne Stewart of
Scottish Covid Bereaved. She said: “I trusted them, | felt him and Nicola Sturgeon
were honest and trying to be open with us, and to find out that was all just a facade, |
don’t understand how they can hold their head up high.” First Minister, how can you
expect the people of Scotland to trust you or your party ever again?

The Presiding Officer: Always speak through the chair, please.

The First Minister: | will always leave the verdict of trust to the Scottish people. We
will comply with the UK inquiry and the Scottish Covid inquiry—which, of course, we
instructed. When it comes to transparency, we have handed over 28,000 WhatsApp
messages. That is transparency. We have handed over 19,000 documents. That is
transparency. When it comes to what the Government has done across a range of
portfolios, whether it is about the duty of candour or the patient safety commissioner,
that is transparency. When it is about public inquiries and instructing them, that is
transparency. When the former First Minister was standing up at more than 250
media conferences, that was transparency. Taking questions in this chamber on
multiple occasions—{Interruption.]



The Presiding Officer: Let us hear the First Minister.

The First Minister: Doing that on dozens of occasions—that is transparency. | will
end where | started—with my response to Douglas Ross. When it comes to families
who have been bereaved by Covid, our responsibility, first and foremost, is to them. |
can promise them this. | know that, when | appear in front of the inquiry, it will not just
want warm words; it will want to see and hear truthful answers to straight questions.
That is what | intend to give when | appear in front of the inquiry in a couple of hours’
time



