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ANNEX A 

 
A small amount of information has been redacted from the document disclosed under 
Regulation 11 – Personal Data as it contains personal information and disclosing it would 
contravene the data protection principles in Article 5(1) of the General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR) and in Section 34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018. This exception is 
not subject to the ‘public interest test’. 



 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh  EH6 6QQ 
www.gov.scot    

 
 

 
ANNEX B 

From: Leader <[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@dumgal.gov.uk>  
Sent: 11 September 2024 09:42 
To: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] <[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] <[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: RE: PROPOSAL FOR A NEW NATIONAL PARK IN GALLOWAY 
 
OFFICIAL 
 
Good Morning 
 
Please find attached bios as requested. 
 
I will forward [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] in due course once received as well as Cllr 
Malcolm Johnstone – Depute Leader of Dumfries and Galloway Council who will also be 
attending. 
 
If you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact me 
 
Regards 
 
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] 
 
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] 
Admin Support to the Leader of Dumfries and Galloway Council & Convener/Depute Leader 
/Civic Head  
Administrator / Assistant Clerk to Dumfries and Galloway / Lanarkshires Area Support Team 
 
Committee and Elected Members Services Admin Hub 
Enabling and Customer Services 
Governance and Human Resources  
Business Support Services 
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
Council Headquarters, English Street, Dumfries  
DG1 2DD 
Drop Point: 205 
 
Tel: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] 
Email: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@dumgal.gov.uk 
Web: www.dumgal.gov.uk 
 
OFFICIAL 
From: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] <[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 09 September 2024 17:37 
To: Leader <[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@dumgal.gov.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@gov.scot 
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: PROPOSAL FOR A NEW NATIONAL PARK IN GALLOWAY  
 
OFFICIAL 
 
Hi [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]  
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In light of the upcoming meeting with Councillor Gail Macgregor and the Cabinet Secretary, 
would it be possible for you to send me biographies for the below attendees from Dumfries 
and Galloway council? 
 
Gail Macgregor  
Dawn Roberts  
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]  
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]  
 
Many thanks,  
 
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] 
 
Biodiversity Policy Officer | Nature Division | Directorate for Environment and Forestry 

 
 
OFFICIAL 
From: Leader <[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@dumgal.gov.uk>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2024 4:24 PM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Land Reform & Islands 2024 
<CabSecforRALRI@gov.scot> 
Subject: PROPOSAL FOR A NEW NATIONAL PARK IN GALLOWAY  
 
OFFICIAL 
 
Good Afternoon 
 
Please find attached a letter from Cllr Gail Macgregor, Leader of Dumfries and Galloway 
Council 
 
Regards 
 
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] 
Admin Support to the Leader of Dumfries and Galloway Council & Convener/Depute Leader 
/Civic Head  
Administrator / Assistant Clerk to Dumfries and Galloway / Lanarkshires Area Support Team 
 
Committee and Elected Members Services Admin Hub 
Enabling and Customer Services 
Governance and Human Resources  
Business Support Services 
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
Council Headquarters, English Street, Dumfries  
DG1 2DD 
Drop Point: 205 
 
Tel: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] 
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Email: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@dumgal.gov.uk 
Web: www.dumgal.gov.uk 

 
 
From: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] <[REDACTED: REGULATION 
11(2)]@dumgal.gov.uk>  
Sent: 05 February 2025 09:25 
To: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] <[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@nature.scot 
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: RE: Compulsory purchase powers  
 
OFFICIAL 
 
Thanks both, thought that was the case just wanted to be sure in case an elected Member 
raises this today  
 
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] 
 
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] 
Environment Manager   
Economic Development 
Environment Team 
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
Kirkbank House 
Dumfries 
Tel: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]  
Mobile[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] 
Email: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@dumgal.gov.uk 
www.dumgal.gov.uk  
 
OFFICIAL 
From: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] <[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 05 February 2025 09:14 
To: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@nature.scot; [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] 
<[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@dumgal.gov.uk> 
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Compulsory purchase powers  
 

OFFICIAL 
 
Hi [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] 
  
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] response is exactly what I would have come back 
with. Technically it is possible for a National Park authority to have compulsory purchase 
powers conferred under the 2000 Act, however as far as I am aware these powers have 
never been used by either of the two existing Park authorities and the very high bar for use 
of these powers would be the same as for local authorities. The aim of National Park 
authorities is to work in partnership with landowners and managers to achieve outcomes that 
are in the common interest and agreed through consultation and development of the Park 
Plans. 
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Best wishes 
  
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] 
  
OFFICIAL 
From: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] <[REDACTED: REGULATION 
11(2)]@nature.scot>  
Sent: 04 February 2025 18:47 
To: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] <[REDACTED: REGULATION 
11(2)]@dumgal.gov.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] <[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Compulsory purchase powers  
  
Hi [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]  
   
Sorry about the delay in responding. This is really a question for SG rather than us so I have 
copied in [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] in to this response.  
   
These powers are conferred under Part 5 of Schedule 2 of the National Parks (Scotland) Act 
2000. They provide the means for a NPA “to acquire by agreement or (b) if authorised by the 
Scottish Ministers, purchase compulsorily, any land situated within the National Park”. They 
are subject to the same provisions as local authority powers in this area. NatureScot has 
similar CP powers.  
   
We are not aware of either Park making use of these powers – as it is, only LLTNPA own 
land, though CNPA have used their access authority powers to make a path order. Nor have 
I heard of either NP even discussing using this power given the bar for it set by Scottish 
Ministers is very high for obvious reasons.  
   
I have not come across the Green Party position on the use of compulsory purchase powers 
but I am not aware of any change in SG thinking on the use of these powers by a NPA or 
other NDPB such as NatureScot. So while the use of these powers is legally possible in a 
future NP (in the sense that all things in the future are possible), the practical experience 
suggests that any concerns over the use of these powers are being overplayed.  
   
Hope that’s helpful and look forward to hearing the conclusion of the discussion at full 
council tomorrow  
   
Best wishes  
   
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] | Head of the People and Places Activity  | NatureScot | 
NàdarAlba  | Pronouns: he/ him |M: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]  

 
 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs,  
Land Reform and Islands 
 
Mairi Gougeon MSP  
T: 0300 244 4000  
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot  
Councillor Gail MacGregor     
Leader, Dumfries and Galloway Council   
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[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@dumgal.gov.uk  
 
22 July 2024   
Dear Councillor MacGregor,  

  
Proposal for a new National Park in Galloway  

  
I am writing to you to provide an update on the Scottish Government’s commitment to 
designate at least one new National Park by 2026.  

    
As you will be aware, in October 2023 communities were invited to nominate their local 
area to be considered for designation as Scotland’s next National Park. The nomination 
phase closed on 29 February and nominations were received from Galloway, Lochaber, 
Scottish Borders, Tay Forest and Loch Awe.    

   
The appraisal process considered all nominations against the published criteria. These 
were:  
 

o outstanding national importance   
o size, character and coherence   
o meeting the special needs of the area    
o strategic contribution    
o visitor management and tourism    
o local support   

  
The nomination from the Galloway National Park Association and the Galloway and 
Southern Ayrshire UNESCO biosphere highlights the area’s outstanding natural and 
cultural heritage and it sets out the potential benefits that National Park designation could 
make to the environment, the economy and to local communities.    

  
The appraisal panel’s report will be made publicly available on our website: National 
Parks - Landscape and outdoor access - gov.scot (www.gov.scot).    
 
Following the conclusion of the appraisal process, I am very pleased to inform you that 
we are proposing to establish a new National Park in Galloway. I hope that this will come 
as very good news given your authority’s support for the Galloway nomination.    

  
The proposal for a new National Park in Galloway has been laid in Parliament this 
morning and it will be published on the Scottish Government website: National Parks - 
Landscape and outdoor access - gov.scot (www.gov.scot)   

  
In terms of next steps, a ‘Reporter’ – in this case NatureScot – will lead further work on 
the proposal, including  extensive consultation and engagement with local communities, 
businesses, stakeholders, public bodies and interest groups.  This will include 
engagement and consultation with the agriculture, forestry and other land-based sectors 
given their importance within the area. And of course it will involve significant discussion 
and exploration of the proposal with the three local authorities and we would be grateful 
for your support in this matter.   

  
This public consultation will gauge support for the National Park proposal and will look at 
specifics like the proposed boundary, the desirability of the area as a National Park and 
what powers and functions it should have.  If there is to be a new National Park in 
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Galloway, it must take account of local circumstances and help meet the needs of local 
communities.    

  
The Reporter is required to provide its findings to the Scottish Government by 28 April 
next year and the report will be laid in Parliament.  If we decide to proceed with the 
National Park proposal – with or without modification - secondary legislation will then 
need to be developed, consulted on and approved by Parliament in order to designate the 
new National Park.   

  
I look forward to working together on this proposal over the coming months and I would 
be happy to meet you to discuss this exciting opportunity and to answer any questions 
you may have.   

  
Yours sincerely,   

  
MAIRI GOUEGON  

 
 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, 
Land Reform and Islands 
 
Mairi Gougeon MSP 
T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 
Councillor Martin Dowey 
Leader, South Ayrshire Council 
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@south-ayrshire.gov.uk 
22 July 2024 

 
 

Dear Councillor Dowey 
 
Proposal for a new National Park in Galloway 
 
I am writing to you to provide an update on the Scottish Government’s commitment to 
designate at least one new National Park by 2026. 
 
As you will be aware, in October 2023 communities were invited to nominate their local 
area to be considered for designation as Scotland’s next National Park. The nomination 
phase closed on 29 February and nominations were received from Galloway, Lochaber, 
Scottish Borders, Tay Forest and Loch Awe. 
 
The appraisal process considered all nominations against the published criteria. 
These were: 
 

o outstanding national importance 
o size, character and coherence 
o meeting the special needs of the area 
o strategic contribution 
o visitor management and tourism 
o local support 
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The nomination from the Galloway National Park Association and the Galloway and 
Southern Ayrshire UNESCO biosphere highlights the area’s outstanding natural and 
cultural heritage and it sets out the potential benefits that National Park designation could 
make to the environment, the economy and to local communities. 
 
The appraisal panel’s report will be made publicly available on our website: National Parks 
- Landscape and outdoor access - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 

 
Following the conclusion of the appraisal process, I am very pleased to inform you that we 
are proposing to establish a new National Park in Galloway.  I hope that this will come as 
very good news given your authority’s support for the Galloway nomination. 
 
The proposal for a new National Park in Galloway has been laid in Parliament this 
morning and it will be published on the Scottish Government website: National Parks - 
Landscape and outdoor access - gov.scot (www.gov.scot)  
 
In terms of next steps, a ‘Reporter’ – in this case NatureScot – will lead further work on the 
proposal, including  extensive consultation and engagement with local communities, 
businesses, stakeholders, public bodies and interest groups.  This will include engagement 
and consultation with the agriculture, forestry and other land-based sectors given their 
importance within the area. And of course it will involve significant discussion and 
exploration of the proposal with the three local authorities and we would be grateful for 
your support in this matter. 
 
This public consultation will gauge support for the National Park proposal and will look at 
specifics like the proposed boundary, the desirability of the area as a National Park and 
what powers and functions it should have.  If there is to be a new National Park in the 
Galloway area, it must take account of local circumstances and help meet the needs of 
local communities. 
 
The Reporter is required to provide its findings to the Scottish Government by 28 April 
next year and the report will be laid in Parliament.  If we decide to proceed with the 
National Park proposal – with or without modification - secondary legislation will then 
need to be developed, consulted on and approved by Parliament in order to designate the 
new National Park. 
 
I look forward to working together on this proposal over the coming months and I would be 
happy to meet you to discuss this exciting opportunity and to answer any questions you 
may have. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
MAIRI GOUEGON 

 
 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs,  
Land Reform and Islands 
 
Mairi Gougeon MSP  
T: 0300 244 4000  
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot  
Councillor Douglas Reid     
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Leader, East Ayrshire Council   
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@east-ayrshire.gov.uk  

  
22 July 2024   

  
 

Dear Councillor Reid 
 
Proposal for a new National Park in Galloway 
 
I am writing to you to provide an update on the Scottish Government’s commitment to 
designate at least one new National Park by 2026. 
 
As you will be aware, in October 2023 communities were invited to nominate their local 
area to be considered for designation as Scotland’s next National Park. The nomination 
phase closed on 29 February and nominations were received from Galloway, Lochaber, 
Scottish Borders, Tay Forest and Loch Awe. 
 
The appraisal process considered all nominations against the published criteria. 
These were: 

 
o outstanding national importance 
o size, character and coherence 
o meeting the special needs of the area 
o strategic contribution 
o visitor management and tourism 
o local support 

 
The nomination from the Galloway National Park Association and the Galloway and 
Southern Ayrshire UNESCO biosphere highlights the area’s outstanding natural and 
cultural heritage and it sets out the potential benefits that National Park designation could 
make to the environment, the economy and to local communities. 
 
The appraisal panel’s report will be made publicly available on our website: National Parks 
- Landscape and outdoor access - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 
 
Following the conclusion of the appraisal process, I am very pleased to inform you that we 
are proposing to establish a new National Park in Galloway. I hope that this will come as 
very good news given your authority’s support for the Galloway nomination. 
 
The proposal for a new National Park in Galloway has been laid in Parliament this 
morning and it will be published on the Scottish Government website: National Parks - 
Landscape and outdoor access - gov.scot (www.gov.scot)  
 
In terms of next steps, a ‘Reporter’ – in this case NatureScot – will lead further work on the 
proposal, including  extensive consultation and engagement with local communities, 
businesses, stakeholders, public bodies and interest groups.  This will include engagement 
and consultation with the agriculture, forestry and other land-based sectors given their 
importance within the area. And of course it will involve significant discussion and 
exploration of the proposal with the three local authorities and we would be grateful for your 
support in this matter. 
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This public consultation will gauge support for the National Park proposal and will look at 
specifics like the proposed boundary, the desirability of the area as a National Park and 
what powers and functions it should have.  If there is to be a new National Park in the 
Galloway area, it must take account of local circumstances and help meet the needs of 
local communities. 
 
The Reporter is required to provide its findings to the Scottish Government by 28 April 
next year and the report will be laid in Parliament.  If we decide to proceed with the 
National Park proposal – with or without modification - secondary legislation will then 
need to be developed, consulted on and approved by Parliament in order to designate the 
new National Park. 
 
I look forward to working together on this proposal over the coming months and I would 
be happy to meet you to discuss this exciting opportunity and to answer any questions 
you may have. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
MAIRI GOUEGON 

 
 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs,  
Land Reform and Islands 
 
Mairi Gougeon MSP  
T: 0300 244 4000  
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot  
  
Councillor Gail MacGregor    
Leader  
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
 
 
20 December 2024 
 
 
Dear Councillor MacGregor  
 
Proposal for a new National Park – update  
  
Now that the public consultation on the proposal for a new National Park in the south-west 
of Scotland is underway, I thought it may be helpful to provide an update on the 
consultation process and to explain what will happen when the consultation period ends.  
  
I would be most grateful if you could share this update with Members of the Council.  
  
The 14-week public consultation on the proposal was launched by NatureScot on 7 
November and will continue until 14 February 2025.  The consultation period has been 
extended by two weeks to take account of the festive period.  

  
One month into the consultation period, NatureScot have reported that:  
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• More than 1000 online survey responses have been completed so far;  
• 52,000 consultation leaflets have been distributed to households and businesses 

within the proposed area;  
• Print, audio and Gaelic versions of the consultation survey are available from 

NatureScot on request;  
• More than 650 people have attended the 14 public consultation events held across 

the area so far, with a further 15 events and additional drop-in sessions to be held 
in the new year;  

• Over 1500 subscribers to NatureScot’s website and online information hub have 
accessed information about the proposal;  

• NatureScot has held meetings and briefing sessions with the three local authorities 
and with community councils throughout the area proposed;   

• Sector-led consultation meetings and events have taken place, including with land 
managers and representatives of the tourism, renewable energy and nature 
conservation sectors;  

• NatureScot are proactively engaging with equality groups including young people, 
black and ethnic minority groups and disability groups; and  

• NatureScot have provided a resource pack for teachers and educators and have 
been invited by teachers to attend sessions at 5 local schools.  

  
We are grateful to all those who have engaged with the process so far.  For any 
individuals and organisations that haven’t yet had the opportunity to have their say, I 
would encourage everyone with an interest to get involved, consider the proposal and 
make their views known.   
 
We want to hear whether or not people support the idea of a new National Park in their 
area.  We also want to ensure that everyone has the chance to have their say on more 
detailed aspects of the proposal such as the possible area, powers, functions and 
governance of the proposed National Park and any alternative suggestions.  
  
It is very important to stress that, at this stage, it is still a proposal and by no means a 
‘done deal’. I recognise that there is significant public interest in the proposal and that 
there is both support and opposition.  I hope that people will engage constructively and 
respectfully and I can provide assurance that everyone’s views will be listened to and 
taken into account.  
  
In the Spring, NatureScot will provide a report to the Scottish Government on the outcome 
of the consultation process and advice on any next steps. Responses to the consultation 
will be categorised according to location (inside the proposed area, within the three local 
authority areas, within Scotland, within the UK and elsewhere). Respondents are also 
asked to indicate whether they live and/or work in the area. This means that the 
consultation report should provide a detailed analysis of the views of local people. Care 
will be taken by the reporter to avoid multiple responses from the same individual or group 
and the data analysis will be independently verified. Where consent is provided, 
consultation responses will be made publicly available (within GDPR limits) and an 
independent evaluation of the consultation process will be undertaken and presented to 
the Scottish Government.  
  
As we have set out in our requirement, NatureScot – in its role as the reporter – has been 
asked to record, document and take into account the views expressed by consultees and 
to provide an analysis of the balance of opinion of matters considered, including specific 
reference to the views expressed by local communities and businesses.    

https://www.gov.scot/publications/proposal-scottish-ministers-national-park-galloway/pages/6/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/proposal-scottish-ministers-national-park-galloway/pages/6/
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What happens next?  
  
When we receive NatureScot’s consultation report and advice we will give it very careful 
consideration before taking any further decisions on the proposal for a new National Park.  
  
We are not obliged to proceed with the proposal if we do not consider it to be in the best 
interests of people in Galloway, South and East Ayrshire and across Scotland.  
  
If, after careful consideration of the consultation outcome, we do decide to progress with 
the proposal, there are a number of further steps that would be required which are set out 
in the National Parks (Scotland) Act 2000. This includes a further 12 week period of 
public consultation on a more detailed proposal and draft designation order which would 
set out the proposed area, powers, functions and governance arrangements of a new 
National Park.      
  
The Scottish Government would, once again, give very careful consideration to the views 
expressed during that period of public consultation and these would be taken into account 
before deciding whether or not to present a draft designation order (with or without 
modifications) to the Scottish Parliament for its consideration.  
  
If a designation order were presented to Parliament, there would then be a period of 
parliamentary scrutiny where individuals, stakeholders and organisations could ask 
questions and make representations to relevant Members of the Scottish Parliament.  
Ultimately, following this period of scrutiny, it would be for Parliament to decide whether or 
not to designate the new National Park.  
  
I hope that you find this letter helpful.   
  
I appreciated you taking the time to meet with me in October and I am grateful to you for 
organising a special meeting of the Council in February to discuss the new National Park 
proposal and your authority’s response to the consultation.    
  
I would be more than willing to arrange a meeting if there are any issues that you would 
like to discuss in more detail.  Equally, officials in the new National Parks team in the 
Scottish Government would be happy to engage with your officers on any points of detail.  
 
Yours sincerely  

  
MAIRI GOUGEON 

 
 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs,  
Land Reform and Islands 
 
Mairi Gougeon MSP   
T: 0300 244 4000  
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot  
  
Councillor Douglas Reid    
Leader  
East Ayrshire Council  
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___  
  

20 December 2024  
  
  
Dear Councillor Reid  
  
Proposal for a new National Park – update  
  
Now that the public consultation on the proposal for a new National Park in the south-
west of Scotland is underway, I thought it may be helpful to provide an update on the 
consultation process and to explain what will happen when the consultation period ends.  
  
I would be most grateful if you could share this update with Members of the Council.  
  
The 14-week public consultation on the proposal was launched by NatureScot on 7 
November and will continue until 14 February 2025.  The consultation period has been 
extended by two weeks to take account of the festive period.  
  
One month into the consultation period, NatureScot have reported that:  
  

• More than 1000 online survey responses have been completed so far;  
• 52,000 consultation leaflets have been distributed to households and businesses 

within the proposed area;  
• Print, audio and Gaelic versions of the consultation survey are available from 

NatureScot on request;  
• More than 650 people have attended the 14 public consultation events held across 

the area so far, with a further 15 events and additional drop-in sessions to be held 
in the new year;  

• Over 1500 subscribers to NatureScot’s website and online information hub have 
accessed information about the proposal;  

• NatureScot has held meetings and briefing sessions with the three local authorities 
and with community councils throughout the area proposed;   

• Sector-led consultation meetings and events have taken place, including with land 
managers and representatives of the tourism, renewable energy and nature 
conservation sectors;  

• NatureScot are proactively engaging with equality groups including young people, 
black and ethnic minority groups and disability groups; and  

• NatureScot have provided a resource pack for teachers and educators and have 
been invited by teachers to attend sessions at 5 local schools.  

  
We are grateful to all those who have engaged with the process so far. For any 
individuals and organisations that haven’t yet had the opportunity to have their say, I 
would encourage everyone with an interest to get involved, consider the proposal and 
make their views known.  
  
We want to hear whether or not people support the idea of a new National Park in their 
area. We also want to ensure that everyone has the chance to have their say on more 
detailed aspects of the proposal such as the possible area, powers, functions and 
governance of the proposed National Park and any alternative suggestions.  
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It is very important to stress that, at this stage, it is still a proposal and by no means a 
‘done deal’. I recognise that there is significant public interest in the proposal and that 
there is both support and opposition. I hope that people will engage constructively and 
respectfully and I can provide assurance that everyone’s views will be listened to and 
taken into account.  
  
In the Spring, NatureScot will provide a report to the Scottish Government on the outcome 
of the consultation process and advice on any next steps. Responses to the consultation 
will be categorised according to location (inside the proposed area, within the three local 
authority areas, within Scotland, within the UK and elsewhere). Respondents are also 
asked to indicate whether they live and/or work in the area. This means that the 
consultation report should provide a detailed analysis of the views of local people. Care 
will be taken by the reporter to avoid multiple responses from the same individual or 
group and the data analysis will be independently verified. Where consent is provided, 
consultation responses will be made publicly available (within GDPR limits) and an 
independent evaluation of the consultation process will be undertaken and presented to 
the Scottish Government.  
  
As we have set out in our requirement, NatureScot – in its role as the reporter – has been 
asked to record, document and take into account the views expressed by consultees and 
to provide an analysis of the balance of opinion of matters considered, including specific 
reference to the views expressed by local communities and businesses.    
  
What happens next?  
  
When we receive NatureScot’s consultation report and advice we will give it very careful 
consideration before taking any further decisions on the proposal for a new National Park.  
  
We are not obliged to proceed with the proposal if we do not consider it to be in the best 
interests of people in Galloway, South and East Ayrshire and across Scotland.  
  
If, after careful consideration of the consultation outcome, we do decide to progress with 
the proposal, there are a number of further steps that would be required which are set out 
in the National Parks (Scotland) Act 2000. This includes a further 12 week period of 
public consultation on a more detailed proposal and draft designation order which 
would set out the proposed area, powers, functions and governance arrangements of a 
new National Park.      
  
The Scottish Government would, once again, give very careful consideration to the views 
expressed during that period of public consultation and these would be taken into account 
before deciding whether or not to present a draft designation order (with or without 
modifications) to the Scottish Parliament for its consideration.  
  
If a designation order were presented to Parliament, there would then be a period of 
parliamentary scrutiny where individuals, stakeholders and organisations could ask 
questions and make representations to relevant Members of the Scottish Parliament.  
Ultimately, following this period of scrutiny, it would be for Parliament to decide whether or 
not to designate the new National Park.  
  
I hope that you find this letter helpful.   
  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/proposal-scottish-ministers-national-park-galloway/pages/6/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/proposal-scottish-ministers-national-park-galloway/pages/6/
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I would be more than willing to arrange a meeting if there are any issues that you would 
like to discuss in more detail. Equally, officials in the new National Parks team in the 
Scottish Government would be happy to engage with your officers on any points of detail.  
  
Yours sincerely  

  
MAIRI GOUGEON 

 
  
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs,  
Land Reform and Islands 
 
Mairi Gougeon MSP  
T: 0300 244 4000  
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot  
  
Councillor Martin Dowey    
Leader  
South Ayrshire Council  
___  

  
20 December 2024  
  
  
Dear Councillor Dowey  
  
Proposal for a new National Park – update  
  
Now that the public consultation on the proposal for a new National Park in the south-
west of Scotland is underway, I thought it may be helpful to provide an update on the 
consultation process and to explain what will happen when the consultation period ends.  
  
I would be most grateful if you could share this update with Members of the Council.  
  
The 14-week public consultation on the proposal was launched by NatureScot on 7 
November and will continue until 14 February 2025.  The consultation period has been 
extended by two weeks to take account of the festive period.  
  
One month into the consultation period, NatureScot have reported that:  
  

• More than 1000 online survey responses have been completed so far;  
• 52,000 consultation leaflets have been distributed to households and businesses 

within the proposed area;  
• Print, audio and Gaelic versions of the consultation survey are available from 

NatureScot on request;  
• More than 650 people have attended the 14 public consultation events held across 

the area so far, with a further 15 events and additional drop-in sessions to be held 
in the new year;  

• Over 1500 subscribers to NatureScot’s website and online information hub have 
accessed information about the proposal;  

• NatureScot has held meetings and briefing sessions with the three local authorities 
and with community councils throughout the area proposed;   
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• Sector-led consultation meetings and events have taken place, including with land 
managers and representatives of the tourism, renewable energy and nature 
conservation sectors;  

• NatureScot are proactively engaging with equality groups including young people, 
black and ethnic minority groups and disability groups; and  

• NatureScot have provided a resource pack for teachers and educators and have 
been invited by teachers to attend sessions at 5 local schools.  

  
We are grateful to all those who have engaged with the process so far.  For any 
individuals and organisations that haven’t yet had the opportunity to have their say, I 
would encourage everyone with an interest to get involved, consider the proposal and 
make their views known.   
 
We want to hear whether or not people support the idea of a new National Park in their 
area. We also want to ensure that everyone has the chance to have their say on more 
detailed aspects of the proposal such as the possible area, powers, functions and 
governance of the proposed National Park and any alternative suggestions.  
  
It is very important to stress that, at this stage, it is still a proposal and by no means a 
‘done deal’. I recognise that there is significant public interest in the proposal and that 
there is both support and opposition. I hope that people will engage constructively and 
respectfully and I can provide assurance that everyone’s views will be listened to and 
taken into account.  
  
In the Spring, NatureScot will provide a report to the Scottish Government on the outcome 
of the consultation process and advice on any next steps. Responses to the consultation 
will be categorised according to location (inside the proposed area, within the three local 
authority areas, within Scotland, within the UK and elsewhere). Respondents are also 
asked to indicate whether they live and/or work in the area. This means that the 
consultation report should provide a detailed analysis of the views of local people. Care 
will be taken by the reporter to avoid multiple responses from the same individual or 
group and the data analysis will be independently verified. Where consent is provided, 
consultation responses will be made publicly available (within GDPR limits) and an 
independent evaluation of the consultation process will be undertaken and presented to 
the Scottish Government.  
  
As we have set out in our requirement, NatureScot – in its role as the reporter – has been 
asked to record, document and take into account the views expressed by consultees and 
to provide an analysis of the balance of opinion of matters considered, including specific 
reference to the views expressed by local communities and businesses.    
  
What happens next?  
  
When we receive NatureScot’s consultation report and advice we will give it very careful 
consideration before taking any further decisions on the proposal for a new National Park.  
  
We are not obliged to proceed with the proposal if we do not consider it to be in the best 
interests of people in Galloway, South and East Ayrshire and across Scotland.  
  
If, after careful consideration of the consultation outcome, we do decide to progress with 
the proposal, there are a number of further steps that would be required which are set out 
in the National Parks (Scotland) Act 2000.  This includes a further 12 week period of 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/proposal-scottish-ministers-national-park-galloway/pages/6/
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public consultation on a more detailed proposal and draft designation order which 
would set out the proposed area, powers, functions and governance arrangements of a 
new National Park.      
  
The Scottish Government would, once again, give very careful consideration to the views 
expressed during that period of public consultation and these would be taken into account 
before deciding whether or not to present a draft designation order (with or without 
modifications) to the Scottish Parliament for its consideration.  
  
If a designation order were presented to Parliament, there would then be a period of 
parliamentary scrutiny where individuals, stakeholders and organisations could ask 
questions and make representations to relevant Members of the Scottish Parliament.  
Ultimately, following this period of scrutiny, it would be for Parliament to decide whether or 
not to designate the new National Park.  
  
I hope that you find this letter helpful.   
  
I would be more than willing to arrange a meeting if there are any issues that you would 
like to discuss in more detail. Equally, officials in the new National Parks team in the 
Scottish Government would be happy to engage with your officers on any points of detail.  
  
Yours sincerely  
MAIRI GOUGEON

 
 
From: Leader  
Sent: 08 January 2025 16:08 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Land Reform & Islands 2024  
Cc: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]  
Subject: Letter from Dumfries and Galloway Council 
 
OFFICIAL 
 
Good Afternoon  
 
Please find attached a letter from Cllr Gail Macgregor, Leader, Dumfries and Galloway 
regarding Notice of Motion – Galloway National Park Proposal. 
 
Regards 
 
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] 
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] 
Admin Support to the Leader of Dumfries and Galloway Council & Convener/Depute Leader 
/Civic Head  
Administrator / Assistant Clerk to Dumfries and Galloway / Lanarkshires Area Support Team 
 
Committee and Elected Members Services Admin Hub 
Enabling and Customer Services 
Governance and Human Resources  
Business Support Services 
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
Council Headquarters, English Street, Dumfries  
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DG1 2DD 
Drop Point: 205 
 
Tel: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)] 
Email: [REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@dumgal.gov.uk 
Web: www.dumgal.gov.uk 

 
 
 

Our Ref: 
 

8 January 2025 

Leader 
Dumfries and Galloway 
Council 
Council 
Headquarters 
English Street 
Dumfries DG1 2DD 

 
Mairi Gougeon MSP 

 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Land Reform 

and Islands 
 

CabSecforRALRI@gov.scot 

 
Any enquiries please contact: 
Cllr Gail Macgregor 
Tel : [REDACTED: 
REGULATION 11(2)] / 
[REDACTED: REGULATION 
11(2)] 
E-mail [REDACTED: 
REGULATION 
11(2)]@dumgal.gov.uk 

 
 
 

Dear Cabinet Secretary, 
 

NOTICE OF MOTION – GALLOWAY NATIONAL PARK PROPOSAL 
 

Dumfries and Galloway Council recently agreed a notice of motion in the following terms 
in respect of the proposal to establish Scotland’s third national park in Galloway and set 
out below:- 

 
‘Dumfries and Galloway Council note the ongoing public consultation by Nature Scot, on 
behalf of the Scottish Government, on the preferred status for Galloway to be designated 
as Scotland’s next national park, under the provisions of the National Park (Scotland) Act 
2000. 

 
Furthermore, it is noted that there are competing arguments for and against this 
designation which has divided opinion, and that designation may have substantial impact, 
both positive or negative, on those people living in Galloway. 

 
Dumfries and Galloway Council calls on the Scottish Government, following conclusion of 
the consultation process, and before any decision is made by ministers on designation, to 
hold and finance a local referendum, to enable those eligible in Galloway to vote, and 
have their say on whether or not Galloway be designated as Scotland’s next national 
park.’ 
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Elected members feel strongly that the Scottish Government must acknowledge the 
strength of feeing apparent locally both for and against the proposals and enable an 
opportunity for public opinion to be properly understood which regrettably the consultation 
arrangements put in place cannot provide. 

 
Dumfries and Galloway Council call on the Scottish Government to conclude the 
consultation exercise and then bring forward plans to hold a referendum on the matter in 
advance of any decision being made on the potential designation of the new national 
park. 

 
Yours sincerely 
Councillor Gail Macgregor 
Leader Dumfries and Galloway Council 

 
 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs,   
Land Reform and Islands 
 
Rùnaire a’ Chaibineit airson Chùisean Dùthchail, Ath- leasachadh Fearainn agus 
Eileanan 
Mairi Gougeon MSP/BPA 
 
T : 0300 244 4000 
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 
Councillor Gail MacGregor  
[REDACTED: REGULATION 11(2)]@dumgal.gov.uk 
Our Reference: 202500447167 
Your Reference: Galloway 
national park 28 January 2025 
Dear Councillor MacGregor, 
 
Thank you for your letter advising me of the motion that was recently agreed by Dumfries 
and Galloway Council. I note that it calls on the Scottish Government to hold and finance a 
local referendum on whether or not Galloway be designated as Scotland’s next National 
Park. 
 
As you know, the consultation on the proposal for a new National Park closes on 14 
February and I  am grateful to all those who have engaged in the process so far. I am 
also grateful to you for organising a special meeting of the Council in February to discuss 
the new National Park proposal. 
 
I would like to provide reassurance to elected members that I am very conscious of the 
strength of local feeling both for and against the proposal for a new National Park. I have 
repeatedly emphasised that it is essential that local people and communities are able to 
express their views on the proposal. 
 
As I am sure you are aware, the statutory process for consulting local communities and 
interested parties on a proposal for a new National Park in Scotland is set out in the National 
Parks (Scotland) Act 2000 (“the 2000 Act”). As I set out in my letter of 19 December, the 
current public consultation on the Galloway proposal is being conducted in line with the 



 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh  EH6 6QQ 
www.gov.scot    

 
 

requirements of the 2000 Act. 
 
As well as asking local people whether or not they want a national park within their area, the 
current consultation also asks for views on a wide range of points. These include what 
people would like to see in their area, as well as seeking views on the more detailed aspects 
of the proposal such as the possible area, powers, functions and governance of the 
proposed National Park. 
 
When we receive NatureScot’s consultation report and advice in the Spring we will give it 
very careful consideration before taking any further decisions on the proposal for a new 
National Park. 
 
As I have said previously, we are not obliged to proceed with the proposal if we do not 
consider it to  be in the best interests of people in Galloway, South and East Ayrshire and 
across Scotland. 
 
A number of further steps, which are set out in the 2000 Act, would be required before 
any designation. This includes a further public consultation on a much more detailed 
proposal and on draft secondary legislation which would set out the proposed area, powers, 
functions and governance arrangements of a new National Park. During this second 
statutory period of consultation it would be essential for the Scottish Government to consult 
with relevant local authorities, community councils, communities, businesses and other 
interested parties on all aspects of the proposal in an inclusive  and participatory way. We do 
not think that the level of detail involved with such a consultation would lend itself well to the 
more binary nature of a referendum. 
 
The Scottish Government would, once again, give very careful consideration to all views 
expressed during that period of public consultation and these would be taken into account 
before deciding whether or not to present a draft designation order (with or without 
modifications) to the Scottish Parliament for its consideration. 
 
If a designation order were presented to Parliament, there would then be a period of 
parliamentary scrutiny where individuals, stakeholders and organisations could ask 
questions and make representations to relevant Members of the Scottish Parliament. 
Ultimately, following this period of scrutiny, it would be for Parliament to decide whether or 
not to designate the new National Park. 
 
Thank you again for writing to me following the Council’s vote on the motion calling for a 
local referendum. I hope that my explanation of the consultation process has been helpful 
and I would like  to stress how important it is to receive your authority’s views and 
feedback on the consultation process. I know that NatureScot will give very careful and 
thorough consideration to your response to the consultation. I would be very happy to 
arrange a meeting if there are any issues that you would like to discuss in more detail. 
Equally, officials in the new National Parks team in the Scottish Government would be happy 
to engage with your officers on any of the more technical points of detail. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
MAIRI GOUGEON 
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