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Annex A 

 

First Minister meeting with Speaker of Lok Sabha 

 
Date: 9 January 2025 
Time: 10:30 – 10:50 (20 minutes) 
Venue: First Minister’s Parliamentary Office 

Attendees: 

1. Mr John Swinney, First Minister 
2. [redacted – s.38], International Division 
3. Mr Om Birla, Hon'ble Speaker of Lok Sabha 
4. Mr Utpal Kumar Singh, Secretary General, Lok Sabha 
5. Mr Anjani Kumar, Joint Secretary, Lok Sabha 
6. Mr Sujit Ghosh, Deputy High Commissioner, HCI London 
7. Mr Siddharth Malik, Consul General of India in Edinburgh  
8. Mr Rajiv Dutta, OSD to Hon'ble Speaker 
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Annex B 

 
BRIEFING FOR THE FIRST MINISTER 
 
Meeting with Speaker of India Lok Sabha, Consul General, and High 
Commissioner 
 
9 January 2025 
 
Key message Welcome to Scotland. 

 
India is a vitally important international partner for Scotland.  
 
We are working hard to expand the relationships forged during 
the visit of the former Minister for CEID to Delhi and Mumbai in 
December 2022 [redacted – s.32]. 

What Meeting with Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Mr Om Birla. 

Why An opportunity to meet the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, who will be 
accompanied by the India High Commissioner and Consul 
General. [redacted – s.32] 

Who Om Birla – Speaker of Lok Sabha 
Vikram K Doraiswami – India High Commissioner 
Siddharth Malik – India Consul General 

Where Diary Team will advise in covering email 

When Diary Team will advise in covering email 

Likely themes Bilateral relationship, including trade, investment, education, 
climate and culture. 
[redacted – s.32]  

Media  Post on ScotGovFM with photograph 

Supporting 
official 

[redacted – s.38] 

Attached 
documents 

Annex A – Agenda and Summary 
Annex B – Background Briefing 
Annex C – Core Brief 
Annex D – Biography 
Annex E – Meeting Note – FM and Consul General – 12 December 
20224 
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ANNEX A 
Summary 
 
The Speaker of the Lok Sabha, the lower house of India, will be visiting Scotland and 
has requested to meet with the First Minister. The India High Commissioner to the 
UK and the Indian Consul General will accompany him. This meeting presents an 
opportunity to strengthen the bilateral relationship with India, discuss [redacted – 
s.32] the Consul General’s First Annual India/Scotland Business Meet in March 2025, 
[redacted – s.32].  
 
The Consul General met the First Minister on 12 December 2024. They discussed the 
annual Scotland/India Business Meet the CG has organised for 5 March 2025 and the 
positive relationship between India and Scotland. 
 
Agenda:  

 [redacted – s.32] 
 India/Scotland Business Meet 
 [redacted – s.32] 

 
Top Lines:  
India/Scotland Relationship 
 India is a key country in terms of the Scottish Government’s international 

engagement – the main themes are education, equality, the environment, and trade 
and investment.  

 2025 is big year for India Scotland relations.  [redacted – s.32] 
 India is Scotland’s second-biggest international market for further and higher 

education students, and we hugely welcome them, and I am keen to see how we 
can encourage more to attend our universities. [redacted – s.32] 
 

India/Scotland Business Meet 
 Looking forward to the First Annual Business Meet in March this year, and excited 

to see how this bolsters industry relationships between Scotland and India. Scotland 
being a world-leader in innovation and India in skills.  

 [redacted – s.32] 
 

 [redacted – s.32] 
 

 [redacted – s.32] 
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ANNEX B 
Background Briefing 
 
The Lok Sabha, also known as the House of the People, is the lower House of the 
Parliament. It is composed of representatives of the people chosen by direct election 
with a First past the post system. Seats are held for five years or until the Parliament 
is dissolved by the President. Despite being the ‘lower’ house, the Lok Sabha has 
certain powers that make it more powerful than the ‘higher’ house, the Rajya Sabha. 
Not only due to having a greater number of representatives within the house, but in 
specific powers assigned to it. Including Motions of no confidence against the 
government, and the introduction of ‘money bills’. The budget is presented in the 
Lok Sabha by the Finance Minister in the name of the President.  
 
The Speaker of the Lok Sabha is the presiding officer, and the highest authority of 
the house. They are elected at the first meeting of the Lok Sabha, but can be 
removed anytime by a resolution of the Lok Sabha. Along with the Chief Justice, the 
Speaker of the Lok Sabha is 6th in the line of succession.  
 
Agenda for Speakers visit to Parliament:  
 
10:00 - Arrive Scottish Parliament, Queensberry House Entrance - Met by the 
Presiding Officer, the Rt Hon Alison Johnstone MSP 
 
10:25 - Meeting concludes and Mr Speaker escorted to First Minister’s Parliamentary 
Office 
 
10:30 - Private Meeting: Meeting with the First Minister - First Minister’s Parliamentary 
Office 
 
11:00 - Meeting with cross-party representation of Members of the Scottish 
Parliament: Recent developments in the Scottish and Indian Parliaments. Attending: 
Pam Gosal Member of Scottish Parliament and others.  
 
11:50 - Observe General Questions from Presiding Officer’s Gallery 
 
12:00 - Observe First Minister’s Questions from Presiding Officer’s Gallery 
 
12:50 - Depart Scottish Parliament 
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[redacted – s.32]  
 
India/Scotland Annual Business Meet Background 
The Consul General is organising the first annual India/Scotland Meet for 5th March 
2025. The India-Scotland Business Meet is designed to establish a platform for 
business dialogue, aimed at enhancing trade and investment between India and 
Scotland. These regions share a strong historical and cultural connection, alongside 
complementary strengths in areas such as innovation, education, and enterprise. 
With India’s rapid economic growth and Scotland’s focus on innovation, this event 
aims to capitalize on shared potential, bringing together leaders to build mutually 
beneficial economic ties.  
 
[redacted – s.32] 
 
Objectives  
 Enhance Trade Relations: Expand existing trade channels and explore new areas for 
economic partnership.  
 Investment Opportunities: Identify and promote investment opportunities, 
particularly in renewable energy, technology, healthcare, and manufacturing.  
 Knowledge Exchange: Foster collaboration between Indian and Scottish businesses, 
academic institutions, and research organizations.  
 Networking: Facilitate connections among entrepreneurs, business leaders, and 
investors to encourage long-term partnerships.  
 Policy Advocacy: Engage policymakers to address trade and regulatory challenges.  
 
Key Sectors for Collaboration  
 Renewable Energy: Joint initiatives in sustainable energy, especially in wind and 
hydrogen.  
 Information Technology & Innovation: Combine India’s IT expertise with Scotland’s 
innovation in AI, big data, cybersecurity, FinTech, and Animation & Gaming 
encouraging partnerships between universities and tech hubs.  
 Life Sciences & Healthcare: Opportunities for collaboration in pharmaceuticals, 
digital health, and healthcare innovations.  
 Food & Beverage: Collaborate in agriculture, food processing, and the export of 
iconic products like whisky and tea. 
 
[redacted – s.32] 
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ANNEX C 
Core Brief 
Population: 1.4 billion 
Governance: Federal Parliamentary Constitutional Republic 
President: Droupadi Murmu 
Prime Minister: Narendra Modi 
Main languages: Hindi and English 
Natural Resources: iron ore, bauxite, manganese, mica, diamonds, natural gas, oil, 
arable land. 
 
Trade & Investment 
Scottish (direct) exports to India 

 £365m – 2019 (Export Statistics Scotland) 
 Scotland’s 23rd export destination (0.9% of total exports) in 2019. 
 India is Scotch Whisky’s second largest export market by volume. More than 

131 million bottles exported in 2019.  
 Manufacturing sectors account for £235 million. Exports of services £95 

million. 
 Export Value gap: 1.7%. 

 
Investment 

 30 Indian owned enterprises in Scotland in January 2023, employing 3950 staff 
with total Scottish turnover of £282m. 

 Top 5 source of FDI into the UK but doesn’t make top 10 in Scotland (source: 
EY) 

 DIT report 106 successes landed in UK in 2018/19, 4858 new jobs.  
 [redacted – s.33] 

Scotland and India are working on a huge £7 million project using the Scottish 
SHARE database to study genetic susceptibility of diabetes in India. 
 
2023 research from Grant Thornton suggests found that 36% of Scottish mid-market 
businesses are planning to invest more in growing internationally in the next six 
months. 
 
Global Scots 

 6 in India: 
o Sunil Kant Munjal, Chariman of $5.1bn Hero Group. 
o Gopalan Rajagopalan, Head of TCS Scotland 
o Kashmira Mewawala, Head of Business Development & Chief Ethics 

Counselor with TATA Capital Financial Services 
o Parveen Kaur, Head of Operations, Lloyds (London based) 
o Kevin McCole, Managing Director, UKIBC (London based) 
o Amrita Sadarangani Rana, University of Edinburgh 
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Sensitivities 
[redacted – s.32]  
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ANNEX D 
Biography 
  

Mr Om Birla, born 23 November 1962, is an Indian 
politician from Rajasthan. He is currently serving as the 
Speaker of the Lok Sabha since 19 June 2019, when he 
was re-elected for a second term in June 2024. He 
serves as a Member of Parliament, Lok Sabha from 
Kota constituency in Rajasthan since 2014. Mr Birla is a 
member of the BJP – Modi’s party.  
 
In 2024, he became the first person in twenty years to 
be re-elected as an MP to the lower house, after 
serving as the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, and also one 
of only two MPs to be appointed the speaker twice. 

 
He completed his master's degree in commerce from Government Commerce 
College, Kota, and Maharshi Dayanand Saraswati University, Ajmer. He married Amita 
Birla in 1991 and has two daughters, Akansha and Anjali. 
 
 
 
 

Mr Vikram K Doraiswami joined the Indian Foreign 
Service in 1992, prior to this he worked as a 
journalist for one year. He received a Masters 
Degree in History from the University of Delhi. Mr 
Doraiswami was posted to the High Commission of 
India in Hong Kong, in May 1994 as Third Secretary. 
He served for nearly four years at the Embassy of 
India in Beijing from September 1996.  
 
He has served as Private Secretary to the Prime 
Minister of India, and then was posted to the 
Permanent Mission of India to the Unite Nations in 

New York as Political Counsellor. Following various postings, including in Uzbekistan, 
before being appointed High Commissioner of India to the United Kingdom in 
September 2022. Mr Doraiswami met with the former First Minister on Thursday 28 
September 2023. 
 
Mr Doraiswami speaks Chinese, French, and some Korean. His wife, Sangeeta, works 
in education and they have a 23-year-old son.  
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Mr. Siddharth Malik assumed charge as 
Consul General of India, Edinburgh in August 
2024. He is an Indian career diplomat and 
joined the Indian Foreign Service in 2010. He 
speaks Hindi, English and Mandarin.  
 
In his assignments abroad, he has served at 
Embassy of India in Beijing and at the 
Permanent Mission of India to the United 
Nations in New York in various capacities. At 
the Ministry of External Affairs, he has served 
as Under Secretary in East Asia Division and 
as Chief of Staff in the office of Minister of 
State for External Affairs. Prior to joining this 
office, he was Director in Economic 

Diplomacy Division of Ministry of External Affairs where he dealt with bilateral 
investment and trade related issues.  
 
He is a lawyer by education and hails from New Delhi. Mr. Siddharth is married to Ms. 
Pavas, and they have two sons, Kiaan and Ark. He likes to read and play tennis. 
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ANNEX E 
Meeting Note – FM and Consul General 
Thursday 12 December 2024 
 
1. The First Minister met the recently appointed Indian Consul-General to Edinburgh 

Siddharth Malik on 12 December. Also present was vice-consul, Amit Chawdhury.  
 
2. [redacted – s.32] 

 
3. [redacted – s.32] 

 
4. [redacted – s.32] 

 
5. [redacted – s.32]. [redacted – s.33] 

 
6. Several Indian companies had invested in Scotland recently. Piramal Industries had 

invested £100m in their Grangemouth pharmaceutical operation, which exported 
anticoagulants globally. Major Indian corporations like Tata Consultancy Services 
and Infosys were also here. Indian spirits group Piccadilly Agro had recently 
announced plans to build a distillery in Scotland at Portavadie. Scotland was seen 
as the “gold standard” environment for investors. [redacted – s.32]. [redacted – 
s.33] 
 

7. Scotland was a world-leader in innovation and India in skills – “a perfect 
match.”  Many Indian students wanted to come to Scottish universities, c12k last 
year. The universities were very welcoming. [redacted – s.32] 
 

8. [redacted – s.32] 
 

9. Many Indian tourists wanted to visit Scotland for its culture and scenery. Some 30 
Bollywood movies had been shot here in the past decade, which also attracted 
tourists. [redacted – s.32] 
 

10. [redacted – s.32] 
 

11. [redacted – s.32] 
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Annex C 

 
First Minister’s meeting with Speaker of the Indian Lok Sabha, 9 January 
 

1. The First Minister met the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, the Indian parliament’s lower 
house, on 9 January.  Also present were the Secretary General and Joint Secretary 
of the Lok Sabha, and the Indian High Commissioner to the UK and Consul General 
at Edinburgh. 
 

2. The First Minister welcomed the Speaker and the opportunity to further deepen 
Scotland and India’s relationship, to which he was personally committed.  He hoped 
the Speaker would enjoy seeing the Scottish Parliament in action during the busiest 
day of the week. 
 

3. [redacted – s.32] 
 

4. [redacted – s.32] 
 

5. The First Minister [redacted – s.32]. He reflected on the similarities between 
Scotland and India’s democracies, but also the vast difference in scale. [redacted – 
s.32]. The First Minister recalled cultural collaborations he had witnessed on an 
earlier visit to India.  Scotland’s renewables sector was developing rapidly, 
decarbonising our power networks and noted with interest [redacted – s.32] 
 

6. [redacted – s.33].  [redacted – s.30] 
 

COMMENT: [redacted – s.32] 


