
Briefing – Minister for Climate Action – Clean Power 2030 interview 
 
Top Lines 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
 
Background 
• The Clean Power Action Plan sets out action the UK Government will take to 

decarbonise the GB power system by 2030, working in partnership with Devolved 
Governments, industry and partners.  

• The Plan proposes to achieve clean power through the acceleration of 
renewables, increasing levels of low carbon flexibility, and through support for 
nuclear in England (it explicitly recognises the Scottish Government position of no 
new nuclear power in its text). 

• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
Q&A Lines 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
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St Andrew’s House, 2 Regent Rd, Edinburgh EH1 3DG – conference room A&B 
 
Purpose of meeting:   
 
This meeting is the first of a series of meetings with the UK Government on the 
Clean Power 2030 Action Plan.  
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
In the interim period between these meetings and ahead of publication in December 
there is also a series of ongoing discussions at official level between UKG and SG at 
all levels. A current full timeline is included at Annex D. 
 
Annex A Agenda and Attendees 
Annex B Aims of this meeting 

[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 

Annex C Clean Power 2030 Milestones 
Annex D Reflections on NESO Report  
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Annex A 
 

Attendees: 
 

 
Agenda: 

 
• 11.30 – 11.40 Welcome and Introductions – Kersti 
• 11.40 – 12.00: 
• Discussion of key objectives of the Unit – [redacted R.11(2)] 
• Key Milestones for 2025 and Clean Power 2030 – [redacted R.11(2)] 
• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
• 12.30 – meeting ends. 

 
  

DESNZ: 
 
[redacted R.11(2)] 

Scottish Government: 
 
Kersti Berge, Director, Energy & Climate 
Change (Chair) 
Annabel Turpie, Director, Offshore Wind 
Chris Mackie, DD, Onshore Electricity 
Policy & Consents  
Susie Townsend, DD, Energy Industries 
Ragne Low, DD, Offshore wind 
Sue Kearns, DD, HiBs Policy and 
Consumers (remote) 
[redacted R.11(2)] 
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Annex B 
Aims 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
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Annex C  
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

Annex D  
 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e) 
 
 
[Redacted R. 6(1)(b)] Public link: Clean Power 2030 | National Energy System 
Operator 

https://www.neso.energy/publications/clean-power-2030
https://www.neso.energy/publications/clean-power-2030


Briefing – Meeting with [redacted R11.(2)], Department for Energy Security and 
Net Zero on Clean Power 2030 
 

            
 13:30 – 14:00 11 September, MS Teams Call 

[redacted R11.(2)] in support. 
 
Purpose 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e) 
 
Background 
1. The new UK Government (UKG) has an ambition of achieving clean power by 

2030. It is expected that to support this ambition, the UK will develop a Clean 
Power Action Plan by the end of 2024, subject to Secretary of State agreement. 
   

2. The ESO has been formally commissioned to provide independent analysis on 
how this can be achieved, across energy supply, demand, and networks 
requirements. This advice, expected to be finalised by October 2024, will consist 
of a range of pathways that enable a decarbonised power system for Great 
Britain by 2030 and an enduring contribution to economy-wide decarbonisation 
beyond 2030.  
 

3. The resulting action plan is expected to be published before the end of 2024.  
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 

4. DESNZ have formed a Clean Power unit to support Chris Stark and the Mission, 
which will try and understand what getting to 2030 and what the target translates 
to. A Clean Power Delivery Group has also been established for the planning and 
delivery phase, which will translate the ESO’s advice into a policy response. 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 

5. The Cab Sec for NZE received an invite from the ESO on 30 August 2024 for 
Scottish Government to support the development of this advice through sitting on 
the Societal Stakeholder Forum, and an offer to meet with the ESO as the 
CPP2030 develops. This was followed by an invite from ESO to invite a 
representative from Scottish Heads of Planning to two societal delivery forum 
sessions. 
 

6. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
Key messages 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advice-on-decarbonising-the-power-sector-by-2030?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=a14827a0-5c5c-4a27-a0fd-4601814f2cef&utm_content=immediately


Deputy Director OESC meeting with [redacted R.11(2)], Clean Power 2030 Plan 
14:00 to 14:30 21 October, MS teams 

     
Agenda 
• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
Purpose and background 
• To discuss Clean Power 2030 (CP2030) plans and how Scottish Government can 

play a role in the Governance and build ongoing relations.  
• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

 
1. Governance structures 
Last week Kersti and Ben agreed it would be helpful to have the following Ministerial 
engagements in place over the next 2 months: 

• Ministerial level Clean Power Action Plan 2030 discussion soon after ESO 
advice publication in early November. 

• Interim Official level session to discuss the Clean Power Action Plan and iron 
out any issues ahead of second Ministerial- mid November (in person or 
online) 

• Ministerial level session on the development of the Clean Power Action Plan – 
Late November ahead of final sign off by SOS. 

 
How can we take this forward? 
 
2. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
3. Opportunity to suggest next meeting is in person and aligns with the 

interim official level session to discuss the Clean Power Action Plan as 
above. Could be in London? 

 
AOB/Close 



Annex A – core lines on planning and consenting 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 



Briefing – Director Energy and Climate Change meeting with [redacted 
R.11(2)], on Clean Power 2030 Plans 

           
 14:00 – 14:30 15 October, MS Teams Call 

[redacted 11(2)] for Chris Mackie who is on leave) in support. 
 
Agenda 
 
i. Review actions from previous meeting 
ii. Governance 
iii. Technologies and market reforms 
iv. AOB and agenda items for next meeting 
 
Action List from previous meeting on 4 September 
 

[redacted R.10(4)(e)] [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
  
  
  
  
  

 
Purpose 
 
1. to discuss Clean Power 2030 (CP2030) plans, as part of the Scottish 

Government’s wider efforts to input into these plans. Chris Mackie is undertaking 
similar regular engagement with [redacted R.11(2)]. 

 
Background - key updates since last meeting 
 
2. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

 
3. On 20 September - Chris Stark attended the Scottish Energy Advisory Board 

(SEAB) on 20 September where he presented an item on Clean Power 2030. 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)]On 20 September and 9 October, SG officials attended the 
NESO Clean Power stakeholder forums to input and provided feedback 
subsequently. 
 

4. On 10 October the UK Government announced the creation of a Clean Power 
Advisory Commission, with Chris Stark to be its chair. This will support Chris 
Stark, Head of Mission Control, in developing a Clean Power 2030 system. 
Members of the commission are in the Annex to this note for awareness. 
 

5. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
6. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

 
Suggested Points to raise 
 
Governance: 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/energy-experts-appointed-to-deliver-clean-power-2030-mission
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/energy-experts-appointed-to-deliver-clean-power-2030-mission


[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
Technologies and market reforms 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
  



Annex A 
 
Other key messages 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 



Membership of Clean Power Advisory Commission 

The 8 commissioners come from across industry and academia with a wealth of 
expertise and experience to advise on specific aspects of developing a clean power 
system, including planning, infrastructure, nature, and supply chains. 

• Nick Winser: Over 30 years’ experience in the energy sector, including having 
been CEO of National Grid across UK and Europe, and President of the 
European Network of Transmission System Operators for Electricity. 

• Tim Pick: Over 25 years in the energy sector and is a passionate advocate for 
offshore wind having been the UK’s first Offshore Wind Champion. 

• Juliet Davenport: Founder of the Good Energy company and President of the 
Energy Institute. Juliet has been an innovator for over 20 years, working on ideas 
to fight climate change and transform the energy sector for the better. 

• Robert Gross: As well as being Director of the UK Energy Research Centre since 
2020, Rob is Professor of Energy Policy and Technology at Imperial College. 

• Craig Bennett: Chief Executive of The Wildlife Trust and former CEO of Friends 
of the Earth, Craig has 20 years’ experience of designing and contributing to 
executive education and leadership programmes at numerous universities and 
business schools. 

• Jo Coleman: 35 years’ experience in the energy industry. Board member of 
several energy organisations, with a background in engineering and major project 
delivery in the oil and gas sector. 

• Lucy Yu: CEO and founder at Centre for Net Zero, Octopus Energy Group’s not-
for-profit AI and data-driven research institute, which was set up to advance tech-
driven energy systems that benefit humanity. 

• Dr Simon Harrison: A leading voice in public policy around the ways engineering 
can help with the energy transition and decarbonisation. Was elected a Fellow of 
the Royal Academy of Engineering in 2023 – the highest accolade in the 
profession. 
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What Meeting with Clean Power 2030 Advisory Commission and 
[redacted R.11(2)] to [redacted R.10(5)(d)]  
 
[redacted R. 10(4)(e)] 
 

Where Hybrid meeting – you will join from your office by MS Teams  
 
Location: Room G.03, 3-8 Whitehall Pl, London, SW1A 2EG  
 

When 6 November 2024 
16:00 – 17.30 

Key message(s) • [redacted R. 10(4)(e)] 

Who [redacted R.11(2)], Clean Power 2030 Advisory Commission   
Senior stakeholders from NESO, Ofgem and Crown Estate 
(see Annex B) 

Why • [redacted R. 10(4)(e)] 

Supporting 
official  

On MS Teams:  
• Chris Mackie, Deputy Director Onshore Electricity, 

Strategy and Consents (Chris will join you in your office at 
Parliament, T3.21) 

 
In person:  
• Kersti Berge, Director of Energy and Climate Change 
• [redacted R.11(2)]  

Briefing 
contents 

Annex A: Agenda  
 
Annex B: Participants  
 
Annex C: Speaking note  
 
Annex D: Top lines 
 
Annex E: Emerging SG top asks for CP2030 
 
Annex F: CP2030 timeline overview  
 
Annex G: Summary of NESO advice 
 
Annex H: NESO Clean Power Advice (under separate cover) 
 

Media handling No media planned  
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ANNEX A  
 
Agenda  
 

 
Timing Paper Presenters 

1. 
16:00 – 16:15 

(15 minutes) 

Welcome and introduction to 
the session [redacted R.11(2)] 

2. 
16:15 – 16:45 

(30 minutes) 

Action Plan overview and 
Q&A [redacted R.11(2)] 

3. 
16:45 – 17:00 

(15 minutes) 
Ministerial addresses Minister Shanks/Cabinet 

Secretary NZE  

4. 
17:00 – 17:25 

(25 minutes) 
Open discussion All 

5. 
17:25 – 17:30 

(5 minutes) 
AOB and conclusions [redacted R.11(2)] 
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ANNEX B 
 Participants  
 
UK Government 
 
[redacted R.11(2)]  
 
Michael Shanks MP, Minister for Energy  
 

Clean Power Advisory Commission 
 
Lucy Yu, CEO and founder, Centre for Net 
Zero  
 
Nick Winser, Electricity Network 
Commissioner, former CEO of National 
Grid and President of the European 
Network of Transmission System 
Operators for Electricity 
 
Tim Pick, Chair of Offshore Wind Growth 
Partnership, UK’s first Offshore Wind 
Champion, Vice President Energy Institute  
 
Juliet Davenport, Founder of the Good 
Energy company, President of the Energy 
Institute  
 
Craig Bennett, Chief Executive of The 
Wildlife Trust, former CEO of Friends of the 
Earth 
 
Jo Coleman, Non Executive Director of 
Low Carbon Contracts Company, Non 
Executive Director of Guernsey Electricity, 
Board Member of British Geological 
Survey, Chair DSO Review Panel at 
Northern Powergrid  
 
Robert Gross, Director of the UK Energy 
Research Centre, Professor of Energy 
Policy and Technology at Imperial College. 
 
Dr Simon Harrison, Group Head of 
Strategy at Mott MacDonald, Fellow of the 
Royal Academy of Engineering in 2023  

Crown Estate / Crown Estate Scotland   
 
Gus Jaspert, Managing Director  
Dan Labbad, Chief Executive 
Sian Wilson, Director of Marine - CES 
 
Ofgem  
 
Jonathan Brearley, Chief Executive 
Eleanor Warburton, Director for Energy 
System Design and Development 
 
NESO 
 
Fintan Slye, Chief Executive  
Kayte O Neill, Chief Operating Officer 
 
DESNZ officials  
 
[redacted R.11(2)] 
 
Welsh Government  
 
[redacted R.11(2)]  
 

 
 
 

  



Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero and Energy - Gillian Martin 
Briefing for Clean Power 2030 Action Plan Meeting 

 

5 
 

ANNEX C  
Speaking note  

 
 

5.5 minutes – 709 words  

  

Introductory remarks  

  

• I am delighted to be joining you today at this important point 
in our drive towards shared energy ambitions.  
 

• This is a welcome opportunity to reassert my commitment to 
collaborate with governments across Great Britain on this 
crucial aspect of energy policy.   

 
• The advice published yesterday by the National Energy 

System Operator (NESO) is a significant and valuable 
contribution to this joint programme of work.  

  

Scotland’s role in delivering clean energy  
 

• Scotland’s vast renewable energy potential, strong pipeline 
of projects and growing supply chain can be a key 
contributor to the secure, affordable and clean power system 
of the future we all want to see.  
 

• We are already a net exporter of electricity to the rest of GB, 
and in 2022, more than 70% of electricity generated in 
Scotland was from renewable sources.  

 
• And our renewables capacity continues to grow.  

 
• As of June this year, Scotland had 15.6 gigawatts of 

renewable electricity capacity, with an estimated 28 
gigawatts in the projects pipeline.   
 

• Our ScotWind and INTOG leasing rounds for Offshore Wind 
development will increase this further.  



Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero and Energy - Gillian Martin 
Briefing for Clean Power 2030 Action Plan Meeting 

 

6 
 

 
• The NESO advice outlines the enablers required to reach 

Clean Power and I recognise how critical these are to 
delivering further progress.   

  

Action Scotland is already taking  
 

• We are already taking action to accelerate the deployment of 
renewable energy.  
 

• This includes 
 
o steps to improve the planning and consenting regime 

for generation and transmission infrastructure, to 
provide certainty to the market and stimulate 
investment.   

 
o We recently launched the Green Industrial Strategy, 

which focuses on building on Scotland’s strengths and 
competitive advantages in onshore and offshore wind, 
CCUS, Hydrogen, green financial services, and the 
potential for clean energy intensive industries.  

 
o Alongside the strategy, we published ‘Offshore Wind 

Focus’, our evidence paper on prioritising public sector 
investment to maximise economic value.   

 
o And we are investing up to £500 million over five years 

to anchor our offshore wind supply chain in Scotland.  
 
 

Partnership and close collaboration  
 

• Full partnership between Governments will be vital to the 
Clean Power 2030 plan’s development, delivery, and 
success.  
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• The Strategic Spatial Energy Plan, co-commissioned by the 
Scottish, Welsh and UK Governments, is an excellent 
example of such collaboration between Governments.  

 
• As is the agreement, signed by both Governments this 

month, committing Great British Energy to work with our 
public bodies to maximise investment into Scotland. 

 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)]  
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)]  
  

[redacted R.10(4)(e)]  
 

Conclusion  
 

• In conclusion, it is critical that the Clean Power 2030 Action 
Plan supports our joint efforts for a just transition - 
 

• recognising the need for investor certainty and industry 
confidence in tandem with the need for consumers and 
communities to share in the benefits of this transition. 
 

[redacted R.10(4)(e)]  
 

• The Scottish Government is fully committed to working 
together to seize this vital opportunity.  
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ANNEX D 
 
Top Lines  
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)]  
 

ANNEX E 

[redacted R.10(4)(e)]  

 

ANNEX F 
Clean Power 2030 Timeline 
 
This table summarises key milestones and where Ministerial input is anticipated. 
 

Milestone Date Scottish ministers’ 
input 
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Ongoing official level engagement with NESO 
Clean Power advice 

28 Oct – 
5 Nov  
 

[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

Ministerial letter to [redacted R.11(2)] – setting out 
remaining issues and SG views ahead of publication  

1 Nov 
 

[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

Director level meeting with [redacted R.11(2)] and 
Clean Power Unit in Edinburgh to set out  
parameters of Clean Power Action Plan. Will also 
discuss DA involvement in development of the plan 
and ongoing delivery.  

4 Nov [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

NESO Advice published   
 

5 Nov [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

Meeting with the Clean Power Commissioners 
Forum and Secretary of State to walk through initial 
proposals 

6 Nov [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

Second official level meeting with [redacted R.11(2)] 
and the Clean Power Unit in Edinburgh to discuss 
finer details of Clean Power Action Plan.   

12 Nov  [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

Further official level engagement on any remaining 
areas of discussion  

12-14 
Nov 

[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

Ministerial letter to confirm Scottish Government 
views on the Plan to Secretary of State 

14 Nov  [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

UK Government write round for Clean Power Action 
Plan  

15 Nov [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

Secretary of State approval of the Clean Power 
Action Plan. 

18 Nov [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

Liaison with UK Government on publication 
announcements and comms  

Late Nov [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

Establishment of UK Clean Power Delivery Group. 
DAs to be included in this group. 

January [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

[redacted R.10(4)(e)]  [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNEX G 
Summary of NESO Advice on Clean Power Pathways 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
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CLEAN POWER 2030 CORE BRIEF 
 
TOP LINES 
 

• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
CP2030 Action Plan 
• The CP2030 Action Plan (published 13 December) sets out action the UK 

Government will take to decarbonise the GB power system by 2030, working with 
Devolved Governments, industry and partners. 

• The Plan proposes to achieve clean power through accelerating renewables, 
increasing levels of low carbon flexibility, and nuclear in England [redacted 
R.10(4)(e)] 

• particularly by accelerating grid connections, working with NESO, so that projects 
are operational sooner. 

• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
• The Scottish Government welcomes the UK Government’s mission to accelerate 

development of grid infrastructure to deliver Clean Power by 2030. Actions to 
increase capacity and facilitate quicker connections to the grid are critical to 
enabling our just transition to net zero by 2045.   

• We also strongly support action to reform the connections process to ensure 
Scottish projects can connect to the grid when they are ready to do so.  

• NESO’s advice on Clean Power 2030 (published 5 Nov) concluded that this is a 
huge challenge that will only be met by doing things differently, prioritising pace 
over perfection, and working together across industry towards a shared vision. 

• The Clean Power 2030 work will form the baseline for the longer-term Strategic 
Spatial Energy Plan (see Annex F) which will provide a framework primarily for 
the development of the GB-wide energy system post-2030.  

 
Delivery [internal only] 
• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
Q&A LINES 
 
• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
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ANNEX A 
 

Scottish Government’s section of the CP2030 Action Plan (p.134-135) 
 
[redacted R. 6(1)(b] Publicly available information: Clean Power 2030 Action 
Plan - GOV.UK 
 

ANNEX B 
Ministerial quote issued on day of publication 
 
[redacted R. 6(1)(b] Publicly available information: (17) Net Zero Scotland: 
Overview | LinkedIn 
 
 
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-power-2030-action-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-power-2030-action-plan
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/scotgovnetzero/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/scotgovnetzero/
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ANNEX C 
Speaking notes from SEAB 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
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ANNEX D 
 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 

ANNEX E 
PQs 
 
[redacted R. 6(1)(b)] Publicly available Information: Questions and answers | 
Scottish Parliament Website 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-answers
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-answers
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Clean Power 2030 – Briefing – CP2030 Delivery Group meeting – 25 February 
 
Purpose of Meeting 
 
[redacted R.10(5)(f)(i] 
 
1. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
2. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

 
CP2030 Actions List (item 3) 
 
• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
Delivery or close collaboration role: 
 
• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
Dashboard (item 4): 
 
3. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
4. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
Key points to raise 
 
5. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
 
Further background 
 
6. The Scottish Government has a particular interest in the Action Plan’s measures in the 

areas below. These will be discussed at Delivery Group meetings as well as through 
existing engagements between specific SG and DESNZ teams: 

o [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
 
Alignment with SG’s ambitions 
 
[redacted R.6(1)(b)] Public links: Clean Power 2030 Action Plan - GOV.UK ; Scottish 
Energy Statistics Hub  
 
 
7. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
Milestones for this year 
 
8. The following milestones in Clean Power 2030 delivery are expected this year: 

o [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-power-2030-action-plan
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/Energy/
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/Energy/
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ANNEX A 
[redacted R.10(5)(f)(i)] 
 

   
ANNEX B 

Attendees List for this meeting: 
 
• [redacted R.11(2)] 
 
CP2030 Advisory Commissioners: 
• Nick Winser – Electricity Networks Commissioner 
• Timothy Pick – Chair of the UK Offshore Wind Growth Partnership 
• Juliet Davenport – President of the Energy Institute 
• Robert Gross – Director of the UK Energy Research Centre 
• Craig Bennett – Chief Executive of The Wildlife Trust 
• Joanna Coleman – Board member of several energy organisations 
• Lucy Yu – CEO of Centre for Net Zero, Octopus Energy Group 
• Simon Harrison – Fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering 
 
Secretariat: 
• [redacted R.11(2)] 
 
Apologies: 
• [redacted R.11(2)] 
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ANNEX C 
TOP LINES ON KEY CP2030 ACTIONS WHERE SG HAS A ROLE 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 



Director-level meeting SSEP and Clean Power 2030 [redacted- information out 
of scope of request] 

 

3 December 2024 13:30 – 14:15, Microsoft Teams 

Agenda: 

• [redacted- information out of scope of request] 
• CP2030 10 min  
• AOB/ Final remarks, 5 min 

Who: 

• [redacted 11(2)] the unit tasked with ensuring the delivery on the government’s 
goal of low carbon electricity by 2030. [redacted 11(2)] 

CP2030 Key messages: 

1. [redacted R. 10(4)(e] 

[redacted- information out of scope of request] 
 



Directors Briefing – RESTRICTED COPY OFF SEN – Second 
meeting with [redacted R.11(2)] on UK Government proposals for 

the Clean Power 2030 Action Plan – 12 November 2024 
 

1 
 

St Andrew’s House, 2 Regent Rd, Edinburgh EH1 3DG 
Ground Floor Meeting Room, GE 11 (12) 
11.00 – 12.30 
 
Purpose of meeting:  

• [redacted R.10(4)(e)]  
 
Briefing pack contents: 
Annex A Agenda and attendees 
Annex B  Top lines  
Annex C [redacted R.10(4)(e)]  
Annex D Informal note of meeting with CP2030 Commissioners – 6 November 
Annex E Note of officials’ meeting with [redacted R.11(2)] – 4 November 
Annex F  Summary of NESO advice  
Annex G  Clean Power 2030 Milestones 
Annex H  UKG Slides on the structure of the CP2030 Plan 
Annex I UKG 2030 Action Plan high-level overview 
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Annex A 
12 November Meeting – Attendees and agenda  
 
Attendees: 

 
Agenda 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)]  
 

 
Annex B 

[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DESNZ: 
 
In Edinburgh  
 
[redacted R.11(2)] 
 
Online   
 
[redacted R.11(2)] 

Scottish Government: 
 
Kersti Berge, Director, Energy & Climate 
Change (Chair) 
Annabel Turpie, Director, Offshore Wind 
Chris Mackie, DD, Onshore Electricity Policy & 
Consents  
Susie Townsend, DD, Energy Industries 
Ragne Low, DD, Offshore Wind 
Sue Kearns, DD, HiBs Policy and Consumers  
[redacted R.11(2)] 
Mike Palmer, DD, Marine Planning & Policy 
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Annex C 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 

 
ANNEX D 

[Out of Scope of Request] 
 

ANNEX E 
[Out of Scope of Request] 
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Annex F 
Summary of NESO Advice on Clean Power Pathways 
 
Background  
 
The National Energy System Operator (NESO) was asked by the UK Secretary of 
State to develop advice on achieving a clean power system for Great Britain by 2030 
and potential pathways. NESO published this advice on 5 November.  
 
The UK Government will consider this advice in the development of a Clean Power 
Action Plan with a key set of policy enablers. [redacted R.10(4)(e)]  
 
Content 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)]  
• Reaching clean power will have impacts on consumers, communities and 

businesses across Great Britain. While energy policy is generally a reserved 
matter, planning and consenting are devolved. Consenting of some projects 
will require a mix of reserved and devolved competency, requiring 
coordinated partnership between the UK, Scottish and Welsh governments. 

•  [redacted R.10(4)(e)]  
 
Key overall messages in the NESO advice 
1. Clean power is a huge challenge, but is achievable for Great Britain by 2030. 
2. Clean power will require doing things differently. It will only be achieved with bold 

action and sustained momentum, across every area and every step of the way 
between now and 2030. 

3. Achieving clean power by 2030 will put Great Britain in a strong position. 
 
[redacted R.6(1)(b)]: Public link: Clean Power 2030 | National Energy System 
Operator 
 

• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
• Significant growth in distributed flexibility will be fundamental in delivering a 

decarbonised electricity system and ensuring clean and affordable energy for all. 
 

• Transmission Network Use of Systems (TNUoS) does not feature 

 

https://www.neso.energy/publications/clean-power-2030
https://www.neso.energy/publications/clean-power-2030
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 Annex G  
CP2030 Key Milestones 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
  



Directors Briefing – RESTRICTED COPY OFF SEN – Second 
meeting with Chris Stark on UK Government proposals for the 

Clean Power 2030 Action Plan – 12 November 2024 
 

7 
 

ANNEX H 
[redacted R.10(5)(f)(i)] 
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Annex I 
[redacted R.10(5)(f)(i)] 
 
  



Note to First Minister   
Publication of UK Government Clean Power 2030 Action Plan   
  
Purpose  
  
1. To advise you that tomorrow (Friday 13 December) the UK Government will 

publish its Clean Power 2030 Action Plan [redacted R. 10(4)(e)] 
 

Recommendation 
 

2. Note the contents of this note 
3. [redacted R. 10(4)(e)] 

 
 Background   
  
4. You discussed the Clean Power 2030 Action Plan with [redacted R.11(2)] and 

members of the Scottish Energy Advisory Board (SEAB) at the meeting on 20 
September. The Plan, to be launched tomorrow, sets out action the UK 
Government will take to decarbonise the GB power system by 2030, working in 
partnership with Devolved Governments (DGs), industry and partners.  
 

5. The Plan proposes action through the acceleration of renewables, increasing 
levels of low carbon flexibility and support for nuclear in England - explicitly 
recognising the Scottish Government position of no new nuclear power in its text. 

 
6. [redacted R. 10(4)(e)] 
 
SG Proposed Response   
  
7. [redacted R. 10(4)(e)] 

 
Next steps  
 If you agree with the proposed response, officials will:    

• [redacted R. 10(4)(e)] 
• continue to liaise with the UKG on delivery and to ensure the UKG enables 

continued growth of clean power in Scotland beyond 2030.   
  
[redacted R.11(2)] 
Energy Strategy and Markets Unit   
Directorate for Energy and Climate Change    
 
 
 
 
 
Annex A   
 
[redacted R. 10(4)(e)] 
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From: [redacted R.11(2)]  

Energy Strategy and Markets Unit 
11 December 2024 

Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero and Energy  
CC Minister for Climate Action  
 
Publication of UK Government Clean Power 2030 Action Plan  
 
Priority and Purpose 
 
1. Priority: Immediate. A response is required by 12 noon on Thursday 12 December 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
2. Purpose: To provide advice on the UK Government’s Clean Power 2030 Action Plan 
(the Plan) following the review of the draft Plan by Scottish Government officials 
 
Recommendation 
 
3. Recommends that you:  

• Note the contents of this submission  
• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

 
Context and Issues 
 
4. The UK Government Clean Power Action Plan is expected to be published on 13 

December. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
5. The Clean Power Action Plan sets out pathways for the deployment of renewable 

energy projects across the whole of the UK with an approach focussed on reserved 
areas and specific action in England where areas are devolved. Clean Power 2030 sets 
out actions ranging to 2030 but in order to avoid a cliff edge for the sector, also aims to 
set certainty out to 2035, until such a point as the Strategic Spatial Energy Plan (SSEP) 
is fully developed in 2026. 

 
6. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
Options Considered and Advice 
 
7. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
Assessment of Options 
 
8. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
Contribution to the Government’s Four Priorities 
 
9. Clean Power 2030 will contribute to SG’s priorities of growing the economy and 
tackling the climate emergency, through contributing to a more cost-effective and future-
proofed energy system. A clear role for the Scottish Government in the delivery of CP2030 
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will be essential to representing the interests of Scottish industry, consumers and 
communities and fully realise the benefits of the energy transition. Officials are working with 
UKG to firmly establish this role. 
 
Risks to Delivery 
 
10. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
Verity House Agreement Implications 
 
11. The Verity House Agreement and engagement with local authorities and COSLA is 
being prioritised in plans for stakeholder engagement on energy system reforms. [redacted 
R.10(4)(e)]. 
 
New Deal for Business Implications  
 
12. Engagement with industry on potential reforms is crucial, and the most recent 
meeting of the Scottish Energy Advisory Board (SEAB) focused on Clean Power 2030 with 
[redacted R.11(2)] in attendance. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
Legal Considerations 
 
13. Scottish Government Legal Directorate have been consulted and no significant legal 
issues have been identified in relation to the Action Plan. 
 
Financial Considerations  
 
14. None at present.  
 
Sensitivities 
 
15. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
Quality Assurance 
 
16. This submission has been reviewed by Kersti Berge, Director of Energy and Climate 
Change and Annabel Turpie, Interim Director of Offshore Wind. 
 
Conclusion and Next Steps 
 
17. If agreed, officials will:  
 

• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
• Progress next steps in line with the timeline and milestones set out in Annex C.  
• Draft a note to the First Minister (copied to the Deputy First Minister) summarising 

the key issues and proposed approach. 
• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

 
[redacted R.11(2)]  
Energy Strategy and Markets Unit  
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Directorate for Energy and Climate Change  
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For 
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For 
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Net Zero and Energy 
 
Minister for Public Finance 
 
Minister for Climate Action 
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DG Net Zero 
DG Economy 
Kersti Berge 
Annabel Turpie 
Christopher Mackie 
Ragne Low 
Catherine Williams 
Fiona Simpson 
Iain Wallace 
Rebecca Hackett 
[redacted R.11(2)]  
Mike Palmer 
Sue Kearns  
[redacted R.11(2)]  
[redacted R.11(2)]  
Elisabeth Campbell  
Susie Townend  
[redacted R.11(2)]  
[redacted R.11(2)]  
[redacted R.11(2)]  
[redacted R.11(2)] 
[redacted R.11(2)]  
[redacted R.11(2)]  
[redacted R.11(2)]  
[redacted R.11(2)] 
[redacted R.11(2)]  
[redacted R.11(2)]  
[redacted R.11(2)]  
[redacted R.11(2)] 

 
 
 
 
 

ANNEX A 
 

 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
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ANNEX B 
CP2030 Timeline  
 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CP2030 Q&A  DRAFT        ANNEX C 
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
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From:  [redacted R.11(2)] 
Energy Strategy and Markets Unit,  

Directorate for Energy and Climate Change 
      10 September 2024 

Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero and Energy 
 
Clean Power 2030 (CPP2030) and Strategic Spatial Energy Plan (SSEP) 
 
Priority and Purpose 
 
1. Priority: Urgent. 

 
2. Purpose: To provide an update on the UK Government’s plans for achieving 

clean power by 2030 and on the SSEP progress under the new UK Government. 
 

Recommendation 
 

3. Recommends that you  
• note the contents of this update on CPP2030 and progress on SSEP, 
• note the letter received by the ESO regarding their role in providing advice to 

the UK Government on CPP2030 (Annex A), 
• [Information Out of Scope of request]  
• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
• [Information Out of Scope of request] 

Context and Issues 
 
UK Government plans for Clean Power 2030 (CPP2030)  
 
4. The new UK Government (UKG) has an ambition of achieving clean power by 

2030 (CPP2030). It is to develop Clean Power Action Plan by the end of 2024. 
The Action Plan will dovetail with the already planned, Strategic Spatial Energy 
Plan (SSEP) which will take a longer-term view and set out strategic planning of 
the energy system out to 2035 and beyond. 
 

5. On 23 August 2024, the Secretary of State (SofS) for Energy Security and Net 
Zero Ed Miliband and Head of Mission Control for CPP2030 Chris Stark, formally 
commissioned [redacted R.11(2)] to provide independent analysis on possible 
pathways to the 2030 ambition, by October 2024. 
 

6. This ESO advice will be considered by the UKG alongside their own analysis to 
develop next steps and confirm a Clean Power Action Plan by the end of 2024, 
subject to Secretary of State agreement. The Action Plan will set out enabling 
policy measures to accelerate progress towards a clean power system by 2030.  
 

7. The ESO advice on possible pathways to 2030 will look at options for technology 
mix requirements – including CCGT and CCUS readiness as well as optimal 
locations for technologies such as short duration electricity storage. 
 

8. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advice-on-decarbonising-the-power-sector-by-2030?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=a14827a0-5c5c-4a27-a0fd-4601814f2cef&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advice-on-decarbonising-the-power-sector-by-2030?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=a14827a0-5c5c-4a27-a0fd-4601814f2cef&utm_content=immediately
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9. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
10. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

 
Scottish Government involvement 

 
11. You received an invite from the ESO on 30 August 2024 for Scottish Government 

to support the development of the ESO independent analysis (Annex A), and an 
offer to meet with the ESO as the independent advice develops. [redacted 
R.10(4)(e)]. 
 

12. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 

[Information Out of Scope of request] 
 
Contribution to the Government’s Four Priorities 
 
13. [redacted R.10(4)(e)]. 

 
Risks to Delivery 
 
14. [redacted R.10(4)(e)]. 

 
Verity House Agreement Implications 
 
15. None at present. 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
16. None at present. 
 
Legal Considerations 
 
17. None at present. 
 
New Deal for Business Implications 
 
18. None at present. 
 
19.  [redacted R.10(4)(e)]. 
 
Quality Assurance 
 
20. This update has been reviewed by Chris Mackie, DD Onshore Electricity Policy , 

Strategy and Energy Consents and Ragne Low, DD Offshore Wind. 
 
 
Conclusion and next Steps 
 
21. [redacted R.10(4)(e)]. 
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[redacted R.11(2)] 
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Mike Palmer 
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[redacted R.11(2)] 
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[redacted R.11(2)] 
[redacted R.11(2)] 
Lucy Law 
[redacted R.11(2)] 
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Annex A:  
[redacted R.10(5)(f)(i) 
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Annex B:  
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 
 
  



Official – Sensitive 

7 
 

Annex C:  
 
[redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 



Strategic Spatial Energy Plan and Clean Power 2030 – core brief 
Last updated 11/10/24 
[redacted R.11(2)] 
 
Lines on SSEP 
• [Out of scope of request] 
  
Lines on Clean Power 2030  
• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 Background – Clean Power 2030 

• The UK Government has a new ambition of achieving clean power (i.e., a 
decarbonised power sector) by 2030. The NESO has been formally 
commissioned to provide independent analysis on how this can be achieved, 
across energy supply, demand, and networks requirements. The resulting 
action plan is expected to be published before the end of 2024.  
 

• This work will dovetail with SSEP Plans which pick up primarily post 2030, 
and the results of this work will inform SSEP. [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

 
• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 

 
NESO Work on the CPP2030 
 

• The Electricity System Operator for Great Britain (NESO) has been formally 
asked by the UK Government to develop advice on how to achieve a clean 
power system by 2030. NESO will provide independent advice on how the UK 
can achieve a system powered by clean power by 2030. This advice, set to 
be published in November, will consist of a range of pathways that enable a 
decarbonised power system for Great Britain by 2030 and an enduring 
contribution to economy-wide decarbonisation beyond 2030. This will feed 
into the Clean Power Action Plan which UKG will publish by the end of 2024. 
 

• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] 
 

• [redacted R.10(4)(e)]  
 

• NESO define clean power as power from those sources considered to be low 
carbon under UK carbon accounting, including renewables, nuclear, CCUS. 
With regards to a clean power system, NESO are considering different 
possible definitions, which will be included in their final advice to Government. 
Their working definition of clean power is that, on an annual basis, renewable 
generation will exceed aggregate national demand AND that unabated gas 
will only make up 5% of generation across the year (for flexibility and security)  
 

• We know that the NESO analysis will be based on the FES 2024 Holistic 
transition model, rather than creating new modelling due to the accelerated 
timescales required. Three broad pathways: CP1 – High flexibility (96% 
clean); CP2 – High dispatchable (95% clean); CP3 – High Renewables (96% 
clean). N.B. Across all scenarios, following assumptions for Scotland: 2x 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advice-on-decarbonising-the-power-sector-by-2030?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=a14827a0-5c5c-4a27-a0fd-4601814f2cef&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advice-on-decarbonising-the-power-sector-by-2030?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=a14827a0-5c5c-4a27-a0fd-4601814f2cef&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advice-on-decarbonising-the-power-sector-by-2030?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=a14827a0-5c5c-4a27-a0fd-4601814f2cef&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advice-on-decarbonising-the-power-sector-by-2030?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=a14827a0-5c5c-4a27-a0fd-4601814f2cef&utm_content=immediately


onshore renewables, 3-4x current levels for offshore, 10x current storage. 
 

• [redacted R.10(5)(f)(i)]  

Background – Strategic Spatial Energy Plan  
[out of scope of request] 

[out of scope of request] 

Next steps:  
• [redacted R.10(4)(e)] Advice expected on 4 November, ahead of Action Plan 

being finalised by end 2024. 
• Clean Power 2030: regular engagement established between DDs and 

Directors from September to December. [redacted R.10(4)(e)]  
• [out of scope of request] 

Further information:   
 [out of scope of request]  
  
Key contacts:  
  
DESNZ  
[redacted R.11(2)] 



  
Welsh Government   
[redacted R.11(2)]  
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