


I watched Braveheart on TV recently and despite its historical inaccuracies I was 
reminded that it is a very entertaining film. One of the most memorable scenes is when 
the Scots turn their backs on the English and lift up their kilts to present their bare 
backsides to the English King and army. Did that ever happen? Well, its like is 
happening nowadays. Every poisoned eagle, shot harrier or trapped hawk is the grouse 
moor industry showing you their backsides to show that they have no fear of you, or 
respect for you. They are taking the mickey mightily out of you.  And every gamekeeper 
you meet who greets you with a smile, just wonder how often his backside is on a 
Landrover seat taking poisons up into the hills. And the  besuited landowner from the 
New Town of Edinburgh who greets you with a smile, just think how he counts his 
grouse moor income with his backside smoothly placed far from the hills in a 
comfortable office. When they smile at you they are really laughing, and in their 
breaking of the law they are showing everyone their backsides.  How long are you going 
to let this go on?

Please act now.
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Dear [REDACTED], 

Thank you for your email of 29 July to me and the First Minister. I am replying on behalf of both of us. 

I appreciate your candour and frankness. I will reply in the same vein. 

Like just about everybody in this country who heard about the poisoning of the sea eagle I was 
outraged and appalled. It is sickening that there seems to be a small group of people who are 
prepared to abuse and destroy some of our most precious wildlife for whatever narrow selfish reasons 
they are pursuing. There is no business or sport or pastime that can possibly justify systematic killing 
of eagles in their native habitat. The fact that this particular killing involved the poison carbofuran 
makes the crime even worse. 

I agree with you that as well as being cruel and barbaric, this sort of criminality seriously damages our 

efforts to restore biodiversity and to promote Scotland as place that values our natural heritage. 

You are right also about the difficulty of identifying, prosecuting and convicting these criminals. Where 
crimes take place in remote areas, evidence is cleared away, and there is no victim to tell their story, 
law enforcement is always going to struggle. The answer is not to lower standards of proof or to 
change rules of evidence which protect all our civil liberties. The answer is to find another way- which 
is what we asked Professor Werritty to do. 

This is where I depart from your thinking. We are not going to ban grouse shooting with the stroke of a 
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pen. We have Professor Werritty’s report and we intend to continue with the process of responding
formally, and then taking forward properly considered proposals, following due process with
consultation and engagement. Where legislation is required we will follow proper Parliamentary
procedure. I know it is frustrating and slow, and of course the Covid pandemic has knocked back the
timing for so much we want to do. But it is vitally important that the action we take is justifiable and
proportionate and as near bullet-proof as we can make it, if it is challenged. I can assure you we are
deadly serious about ending the systematic killing of raptors in our uplands and will do whatever is
necessary to consign that behaviour to history.

Yours sincerely,

Roseanna Cunningham
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