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29 November 2023  
 
Dear [REDACTED: REGULAITON 11(2)], 
 
Thank you for your email dated 6 November on coastal erosion at Montrose. I have been asked to 
reply on behalf of the Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Net Zero and Just Transition. 
 
The Scottish Government is aware of the erosion at Montrose and, as you have noted, a Dynamic 
Coast Super Site Report was published as part of the wider Dynamic Coast work. 
 
The absence of a statement within the 2021 Dynamic Coast Montrose Super Site report (underlining 
possible linkage between dredging and erosion) was conscious as the report aimed to prioritise 
building collaborative and shared approaches between Angus Council and Montrose Port Authority 
(MPA), rather than reiterating areas of disagreement that included the potential impact of dredging on 
beach stability at Montrose. 
 
The Dynamic Coast report analysed the historic, recent and anticipated changes within the bay 
including the historic reduction in area of Annat Bank. It drew attention to the proximity to the 
navigation channel. 
 
The report also drew attention to the authors’ view of the critical role the Annat Bank plays/played in 
the stability of the adjacent beach and dunes. 
 
Two 2017 reports reviewed the evidence supporting the link between dredging activity, changes to 
Annat Bank and adjacent erosion (Rennie 2017 & Hansom 2017). This is part of the foundation on 
which the proposed management options (of addressing the sediment deficit at Montrose) are based 
and prioritised. The return of some sediments (carefully in the bay) should help ameliorate the risks 
currently being experienced. 
 



Montrose Port Authority is responsible for marine safety in its area of jurisdiction and has a statutory 
duty to maintain its navigable waterways and channels. This obligation is fulfilled through annual 
maintenance dredging and it is not appropriate for Scottish Ministers to intervene and stop MPA from 
discharging its statutory obligation to dredge when required. A marine licence is however required for 
depositing dredged material at sea, and harbour maintenance dredging requires approval from the 
Marine Directorate – Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT), acting on behalf of the Scottish Ministers. 
Each dredging and sea deposit application is assessed on its own merits and the application 
determination process includes consultation with stakeholders like Angus Council and NatureScot. 
 
Since 2020, marine licences granted to Montrose Port Authority have allowed for dredged material to 
be deposited at a trial location in Montrose Bay to explore the suitability of the location as a new 
nearshore dredged material deposit site. The trial site is as close to the worst eroded dunes as   
possible, while still considering the operational restrictions of the dredgers. The purpose of the site is 
to retain dredged sediment within Montrose Bay sediment system. 
 
Angus Council has powers to protect land from erosion and is currently investigating how to recharge 
the dune system to reduce the risk of flooding, as well as repairs to the hard coastal defences 
following storm Babet. 
 
I hope you find this information helpful.  
 
Yours sincerely 
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