Potential impacts on communities, nature, landscape and other valued natural assets are important
considerations in the decision making process. Further information in relation to process, including
consultation and making representations, is set out in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above
link.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

OESC : Energy Consents

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]f |

REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)] ™ o re s o1
{REDACTED - Rigﬂlidgﬂ 11%2;} @gmall .com

Our Reference: 202300352999

12 May 2023

Dear [REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]1

Thank you for your sharing your response to SSEN dated 12 April 2023 who are currently engaging
with the community on initial proposals in regards to the Spittal — Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400kV
reinforcement project.

This has been passed to me to respond as | work within the Energy Consents Unit which is
responsible for processing applications made under the Electricity Act 1989, for energy infrastructure
to be determined by the Scottish Ministers.

As part of the planning process Scottish Government encourages applicants to engage at an early
stage with communities and take into account their views as the design of the proposal progresses.
To install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Minister is required
under Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989.

Currently no application for an overhead line between Spittal and Beauly has been submitted to the
Scottish Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make
a representation to a formal application when received.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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http://www.lobbying.scot/
http://www.gov.scot/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/good-practice-guidance-applications-under-sections-36-37-electricity-act-1989/documents/

Potential impacts on communities, nature, landscape and other valued natural assets are important
considerations in the decision making process. Further information in relation to process, including
consultation and making representations, is set out in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above
link.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]

OESC : Energy Consents

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)% @ ahoo co.u k
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)] y . .

Our Reference: 202300353169

11 May 2023

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
Dear [RepAC ED - Reguiation 112) |,

Thank you for your correspondence dated of 12 April 2023 regarding SSEN who are currently engaging
with the community on initial proposals in regards to the Spittal — Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400kV
reinforcement project.

This has been passed to me to respond as | work within the Energy Consents Unit which is responsible
for processing applications made under the Electricity Act 1989, for energy infrastructure to be
determined by the Scottish Ministers.

As part of the planning process Scottish Government encourages applicants to engage at an early
stage with communities and take into account their views as the design of the proposal progresses. To
install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Minister is required under
Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. Currently no application for an overhead line between Spittal and
Beauly has been submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make a
representation to a formal application when received.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Potential impacts on communities, nature, landscape and other valued natural assets are important
considerations in the decision making process. Further information in relation to process, including
consultation and making representations, is set out in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above
link.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

OESC : Energy Consents

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDAC ED Regulation (2)]
[REDAC ED Regulation (2)]
[REDAC ED Regulation (2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]

s e iel] - @googlemail.com

Our Reference: 202300353238
Your Reference: Highland beauty before Pylons

15 May 2023

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]]
)

Dear [REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]

Thank you for your email of 13 April 2023 regarding SSEN’s development proposals and plans for
Scotland.

As Ministers are not always able to respond to enquiries personally, | have been asked to respond in my
capacity as a member of the Scottish Government’s Energy Networks and Regulation policy team.

We are in a climate emergency with 2022 confirmed as the warmest year on record and climate related
adverse weather already causing a global impact. It is therefore imperative that we accelerate our
transition to net zero.

Scotland’s ambitious climate change legislation sets a target date of net zero emissions for all
greenhouse gases by 2045. The UK Government has a target of achieving a decarbonised electricity
system by 2035, with renewable power from Scotland playing a vital role in delivering on that
commitment.

The electricity grid in Scotland is economically and physically part of the wider GB network, and a
significant proportion of overall GB demand is still met by fossil fuel generation. In addition, as we move
towards net zero we expect demand for electricity more generally to increase to help power the
transition to zero emissions heat, transport and industry.

To meet Scotland’s and the UK’s ambitions, therefore, a rapid transformation across all sectors of our
economy and society is required. The Scottish Government’s draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition
Plan sets out an ambitious suite of actions for the Scottish Government, along with actions for industry,
the regulator and the UK Government, to realise the economic opportunities and value to Scotland of

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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the transition to net zero. The consultation closed on 9 May 2023 and can be viewed here: Draft Energy
Strateqy and Just Transition Plan consultation - Scottish Government - Citizen Space.

Within this context increased electricity network infrastructure will be key to providing the capacity
required for connecting renewable electricity, and reducing payments which are made to electricity
generators when the network is unable to transfer the additional power generated (which are called
‘constraint payments’).

The Scottish Government also recognises that the planning system has an important role to play in the
transition to net zero. Scotland's National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4), which was approved by
Parliament in January 2023 and adopted by Scottish Ministers in February 2023, places climate and
nature at the centre of our planning system and makes clear our support for all forms of renewable, low-
carbon and zero emission technologies, including transmission and distribution infrastructure. NPF4
also ensures that potential impacts on communities, nature, other valued natural assets, and cultural
heritage remain important considerations in the decision-making process, with all applications being
subject to site-specific assessments, where relevant.

In regards to the Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV reinforcement project, SSEN are currently
engaging with the community on initial proposals. As part of the planning process Scottish Government
encourages applicants to engage at an early stage with communities and take into account their views
as the design of the proposal progresses. To install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line
consent of the Scottish Minister is required under Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. Currently no
application for an overhead line between Spittal and Beauly has been submitted to the Scottish
Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make a
representation to a formal application when received. Potential impacts on communities, nature,
landscape and other valued natural assets are important considerations in the decision making process.
Further information in relation to process, including consultation and making representations, is set out
in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above link.

It is important to note that under the terms of the Ministerial Code it would be inappropriate for Scottish
Ministers to take a view on proposals that are in development.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)

C "Onshore Electricity Policy

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1

=\ Vi D& disability| €%
3DG 6@"3 V’ confident '-"
WWW.goV.scot [ S E=) LEADER



Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See

www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1
3DG
WWW.goV.scot

. INVESTORS IN PEC:PLE"

We invest in people Silver

D@ disability
B confident
LEADER

&%
T



DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDAC ED Regulati
[REDAC ED Regulati

ion

ion
[REDAC ED Re n
[REDAC ED Re

n () .
[REDAC ED Regulation §H] @hOtmaI|Com

[REDAC ED Regulation

Our Reference: 202300353277

15 May 2023

{REDAC ED Regulation
Dear [REDAC ED Regulation (2
[REDAC ED Regulation (25

Thank you for your email of 13 April 2023 regarding SSEN’s development proposals and plans for
Scotland.

As Ministers are not always able to respond to enquiries personally, | have been asked to respond in my
capacity as a member of the Scottish Government’s Energy Networks and Regulation policy team.

We are in a climate emergency with 2022 confirmed as the warmest year on record and climate related
adverse weather already causing a global impact. It is therefore imperative that we accelerate our
transition to net zero.

Scotland’s ambitious climate change legislation sets a target date of net zero emissions for all
greenhouse gases by 2045. The UK Government has a target of achieving a decarbonised electricity
system by 2035, with renewable power from Scotland playing a vital role in delivering on that
commitment.

The electricity grid in Scotland is economically and physically part of the wider GB network, and a
significant proportion of overall GB demand is still met by fossil fuel generation. In addition, as we move
towards net zero we expect demand for electricity more generally to increase to help power the
transition to zero emissions heat, transport and industry.

To meet Scotland’s and the UK’s ambitions, therefore, a rapid transformation across all sectors of our
economy and society is required. The Scottish Government’s draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition
Plan sets out an ambitious suite of actions for the Scottish Government, along with actions for industry,
the regulator and the UK Government, to realise the economic opportunities and value to Scotland of
the transition to net zero. The consultation closed on 9 May 2023 and can be viewed here: Draft Energy
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Strateqy and Just Transition Plan consultation - Scottish Government - Citizen Space.

Within this context increased electricity network infrastructure will be key to providing the capacity
required for connecting renewable electricity, and reducing payments which are made to electricity
generators when the network is unable to transfer the additional power generated (which are called
‘constraint payments’).

The Scottish Government also recognises that the planning system has an important role to play in the
transition to net zero. Scotland's National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4), which was approved by
Parliament in January 2023 and adopted by Scottish Ministers in February 2023, places climate and
nature at the centre of our planning system and makes clear our support for all forms of renewable, low-
carbon and zero emission technologies, including transmission and distribution infrastructure. NPF4
also ensures that potential impacts on communities, nature, other valued natural assets, and cultural
heritage remain important considerations in the decision-making process, with all applications being
subject to site-specific assessments, where relevant.

In regards to the Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV reinforcement project, SSEN are currently
engaging with the community on initial proposals. As part of the planning process Scottish Government
encourages applicants to engage at an early stage with communities and take into account their views
as the design of the proposal progresses. To install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line
consent of the Scottish Minister is required under Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. Currently no
application for an overhead line between Spittal and Beauly has been submitted to the Scottish
Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make a
representation to a formal application when received. Potential impacts on communities, nature,
landscape and other valued natural assets are important considerations in the decision making process.
Further information in relation to process, including consultation and making representations, is set out
in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above link.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

Onshore Electricity Policy Team
OESC : Onshore Electricity Policy

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ 6*%5“% (BB
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED Regula!o 11(2)],
[REDAC EI

(: .
RHEE B ] @hotmail.com

Our Reference: 202300353409
Your Reference: Ssen

16 May 2023

[REDACTED - Reguiation 11(2)
Dear [REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - ngulanon 11(2)]

Thank you for your sharing your response to SSEN dated 13 April 2023 who are currently engaging
with the community on initial proposals in regards to the Spittal — Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400kV
reinforcement project.

This has been passed to me to respond as | work within the Energy Consents Unit which is
responsible for processing applications made under the Electricity Act 1989, for energy infrastructure
to be determined by the Scottish Ministers.

As part of the planning process Scottish Government encourages applicants to engage at an early
stage with communities and take into account their views as the design of the proposal progresses.
To install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Minister is required
under Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989.

Currently no application for an overhead line between Spittal and Beauly has been submitted to the
Scottish Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make
a representation to a formal application when received.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Potential impacts on communities, nature, landscape and other valued natural assets are important
considerations in the decision making process. Further information in relation to process, including
consultation and making representations, is set out in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above
link.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

OESC : Energy Consents

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2) J @yahoo.co.uk

Our Reference: 202300353643
Your Reference: Feedback SSEN Spittal-Beauly 400kV Reinforcement

16 May 2023

{REDAC ED Regulatio
Dear [REDAC ED Regulatio
[REDAC ED Regulatioy

Thank you for your correspondence of 14 April 2023 regarding the proposed Spittal-Beauly 400kV
Reinforcement. This has been passed to me to respond as | work within the Energy Consents Unit
which is responsible for processing applications made under the Electricity Act 1989, for energy
infrastructure to be determined by the Scottish Ministers.

| understand that you would like to raise concerns regarding the above proposed project with particular
concern to local wildlife population, tourism, landscape and further environmental issues.

SSEN are currently engaging with the community on initial proposals. As part of the planning process
Scottish Government encourages applicants to engage at an early stage with communities and take
into account their views as the design of the proposal progresses.

To install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Minister is required
under Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989.Currently no application for an overhead line between
Spittal and Beauly has been submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies and Scottish Ministers also expect Company’s to
demonstrate what alternatives to a proposal were considered before arriving at the design they apply
for.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Local communities would also have an opportunity to make a representation to a formal application
when received. Potential impacts on communities, nature, landscape and other valued natural assets
are important considerations in the decision making process.

Further information in relation to process, including consultation and making representations, is set
out in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above link.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

OESC : Energy Consents

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
REDACTFD - Realation 11

[REDACTED - Regu at on 11(2)] @gmail.com

Our Reference: 202300354500

23 May 2023

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
Dear [REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]

Thank you for your correspondence of 21 April 2023 to Scottish Ministers regarding SSEN’s proposed
plans for Beauly and the Highlands. This has been passed to me to respond as | work within the Energy
Consents Unit which is responsible for processing applications made under the Electricity Act 1989, for
energy infrastructure to be determined by the Scottish Ministers.

| understand that you would like to raise concerns regarding the proposed SSEN overhead line
reinforcement application Spittal — Loch Buidhe, specifically the impact it may have on the environment,
local ecology, wildlife and your community.

As part of the planning process Scottish Government encourages applicants to engage at an early
stage with communities and take into account their views as the design of the proposal progresses. To
install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Minister is required under
Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. Currently no application for an overhead line between Spittal and
Beauly has been submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications including pre-application consultation and engagement.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make a
representation to a formal application when received. Potential impacts on communities, nature,
landscape and other valued natural assets are important considerations in the decision making

process.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Further information in relation to process, including consultation and making representations, is set out
in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above link.

The regulation of electricity networks is reserved to the UK Government and the energy regulator
Ofgem and the Scottish Government does not apply any penalties to network companies in respect to
their ability to meet delivery timescales. Ofgem regulates transmission networks under the RIIO
framework which includes a number of incentives and penalties that can be applied where networks
deliver agreed outputs.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

OESC : Energy Consents

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED Regulation

fee 5 Reein@gmail.com

Our Reference: 202300354563

11 May 2023

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
Dear [RepaC ED - Regulation 112) | ,

Thank you for correspondence dated of 17 April 2023 regarding SSEN who are currently engaging with
the community on initial proposals in regards to the Spittal — Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400kV
reinforcement project.

This has been passed to me to respond as | work within the Energy Consents Unit which is responsible
for processing applications made under the Electricity Act 1989, for energy infrastructure to be
determined by the Scottish Ministers.

As part of the planning process Scottish Government encourages applicants to engage at an early
stage with communities and take into account their views as the design of the proposal progresses. To
install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Minister is required under
Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. Currently no application for an overhead line between Spittal and
Beauly has been submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make a
representation to a formal application when received.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Potential impacts on communities, nature, landscape and other valued natural assets are important
considerations in the decision making process. Further information in relation to process, including
consultation and making representations, is set out in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above
link.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

OESC : Energy Consents

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDAC ED Regulation  (2)

2)]
me e e 8] @talktalk.net

Our Reference: 202300354573
Your Reference: -

24 May 2023

REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]]
b

[f
REDACTED - R lation 11(2]
Dear [fESres - feguaion 1)

Thank you for your letter of 12 April 2023 regarding SSEN’s development proposals and plans for
Sutherland.

As Ministers are not always able to respond to enquiries personally, | have been asked to respond in my
capacity as a member of the Scottish Government’s Energy Networks and Regulation policy team.

We are in a climate emergency with 2022 confirmed as the warmest year on record and climate related
adverse weather already causing a global impact. It is therefore imperative that we accelerate our
transition to net zero.

Scotland’s ambitious climate change legislation sets a target date of net zero emissions for all
greenhouse gases by 2045. The UK Government also has a target of achieving a decarbonised
electricity system by 2035, with renewable power from Scotland playing a vital role in delivering on that
commitment.

The electricity grid in Scotland is economically and physically part of the wider GB network and, while
Scotland has made great strides towards renewable power, a significant proportion of overall GB
demand is still met by fossil fuel generation. In addition, as we move towards net zero we expect that
demand for electricity more generally will increase to help power the transition to zero emissions heat,
transport and industry.

To meet Scotland’s and the UK’s ambitions, therefore, a rapid transformation across all sectors of our
economy and society is required. The Scottish Government’s draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition
Plan set out an ambitious suite of actions for the Scottish Government, along with actions for industry,
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the regulator and the UK Government, to realise the economic opportunities and value to Scotland of
the transition to net zero. The consultation closed on 9 May 2023 and can be viewed here: Draft Energy
Strategy and Just Transition Plan consultation - Scottish Government - Citizen Space.

Within this context increased electricity network infrastructure will be key to providing the capacity
required for connecting renewable electricity, and reducing payments which are made to electricity
generators when the network is unable to transfer the additional power generated (which are called
‘constraint payments’).

The Scottish Government also recognises that the planning system has an important role to play in the
transition to net zero. Scotland's National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4), which was approved by
Parliament in January 2023 and adopted by Scottish Ministers in February 2023, places climate and
nature at the centre of our planning system and makes clear our support for all forms of renewable, low-
carbon and zero emission technologies, including transmission and distribution infrastructure. NPF4
also ensures that potential impacts on communities, nature, other valued natural assets, and cultural
heritage remain important considerations in the decision-making process, with all applications being
subject to site-specific assessments, where relevant. NPF4 Policy 11 sets out that in considering
relevant matters for proposals grid capacity should not constrain renewable energy development. It is
for developers to agree connections to the grid with the relevant network operator. With regard to
existing consents, prior to the adoption of NPF4, similar considerations were set out in Scottish
Planning Policy for decision makers to take account of when reviewing onshore wind proposals.

In regard to the Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV reinforcement project, SSEN are currently
engaging with the community on initial proposals. As part of the planning process Scottish Government
encourages applicants to engage at an early stage with communities and take into account their views
as the design of the proposal progresses. To install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line
consent of the Scottish Minister is required under Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. Currently no
application for an overhead line between Spittal and Beauly has been submitted to the Scottish
Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make a
representation to a formal application when received. Potential impacts on communities, nature,
landscape and other valued natural assets are important considerations in the decision-making process.
Further information in relation to process, including consultation and making representations, is set out
in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above link.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely
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Onshore Electricity Policy Team
OESC : Onshore Electricity Policy
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

REDACTED Regulation 11(2 .
%REDACTED Regulation 11%2%] @gmail.com

Our Reference: 202300354581

24 May 2023

D [REDACTED Regulation 11(2)
€ar [REDACTED Regulation 11(2)

Thank you for your correspondence of 21 April 2023 to the First Minister regarding SSEN’s proposed
plans for Beauly and the Highlands. This has been passed to me to respond as | work within the Energy
Consents Unit which is responsible for processing applications made under the Electricity Act 1989, for
energy infrastructure to be determined by the Scottish Ministers.

| understand that you would like to raise concerns regarding the proposed SSEN overhead line
reinforcement application Spittal — Loch Buidhe, specifically the impact it may have on the environment,
cultural heritage, wildlife and biodiversity of the area.

As part of the planning process Scottish Government encourages applicants to engage at an early
stage with communities and take into account their views as the design of the proposal progresses. To
install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Minister is required under
Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. Currently no application for an overhead line between Spittal and
Beauly has been submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make a
representation to a formal application when received. Potential impacts on communities, nature,
landscape and other valued natural assets are important considerations in the decision making

process.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1
3DG
WWW.goV.scot

(;)’571 INVESTORS IN PECJPLE" [D2 disabiity

We invest in people Silver B confident
1pROple olive LEADER




Further information in relation to process, including consultation and making representations, is set out
in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above link.

The Scottish Government also recognises that the planning system has an important role to play in the
transition to net zero. Scotland's National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4), which was approved by
Parliament in January 2023 and adopted by Scottish Ministers in February 2023, places climate and
nature at the centre of our planning system and makes clear our support for all forms of renewable, low-
carbon and zero emission technologies, including transmission and distribution infrastructure. NPF4
ensures that potential impacts on communities, nature, other valued natural assets, remain important
considerations in the decision-making process, with all applications being subject to site-specific
assessments, where relevant.

With regard to forestry - woodland and trees specifically - NPF4 policy 6 reflects Scottish Government’s
established policy on woodland removal, currently set out in Scottish Forestry’s Control of Woodland
Removal Policy. Scottish Forestry’s Control of Woodland Removal Policy and its Implementation
Guidance highlight that priority woodland types, including ancient, semi-natural woodland and
woodlands with significant biodiversity interest should have a strong presumption against any removal. |
would highlight that NPF4 must be read and applied as a whole; it is a matter for the decision maker to
determine the weight to be given to individual policies in keeping with the overall framework set out.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

OESC : Energy Consents

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDACTED - Regul
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2

[REDACT! .
@houseofbailey.com

[REDACTE|
[REDACTE|

fation 11

Our Reference: 202300354763

11 May 2023

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)
Dea I [REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2) y

Thank you for your correspondence dated of 21 April 2023 regarding SSEN who are currently engaging
with the community on initial proposals in regards to the Spittal — Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400kV
reinforcement project.

This has been passed to me to respond as | work within the Energy Consents Unit which is responsible
for processing applications made under the Electricity Act 1989, for energy infrastructure to be
determined by the Scottish Ministers.

As part of the planning process Scottish Government encourages applicants to engage at an early
stage with communities and take into account their views as the design of the proposal progresses. To
install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Minister is required under
Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. Currently no application for an overhead line between Spittal and
Beauly has been submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make a
representation to a formal application when received.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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http://www.lobbying.scot/
http://www.gov.scot/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/good-practice-guidance-applications-under-sections-36-37-electricity-act-1989/documents/

Potential impacts on communities, nature, landscape and other valued natural assets are important
considerations in the decision making process. Further information in relation to process, including
consultation and making representations, is set out in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above
link.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]

OESC : Energy Consents

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDAC ED Regulation
[REDAC ED Re ion
[REDAC ED Regulation
[REDAC ED Regulation (2)]
[REDAC ED egulation
[REDAC ED Regulation

@gmail.com

Our Reference: 202300354813
Your Reference: Spittal to Beauly power line

19 May 2023

[REDAC ED Regulation (2)]
Dear[REDAC ED Regulation (2)]
[REDAC ED Regulation (2)] 3

Thank you for your correspondence of 22 April 2023 to the First Minister regarding the proposed Spittal
to Beauly power line.

As Ministers are not always able to respond to enquiries personally, | have been asked to respond in
my capacity as a member of the Scottish Government’s Energy Consents Unit which is responsible
for processing applications made under the Electricity Act 1989, for energy infrastructure to be
determined by the Scottish Ministers.

| understand that you would like to raise concerns regarding the above proposed project with particular
concern to Landscape, wild land, communities of people and wildlife.

We are in a climate emergency with 2022 confirmed as the warmest year on record and climate related
adverse weather already causing a global impact. It is therefore imperative that we accelerate our
transition to net zero.

Scotland’s ambitious climate change legislation sets a target date of net zero emissions for all
greenhouse gases by 2045. The UK Government has a target of achieving a decarbonised electricity
system by 2035, with renewable power from Scotland playing a vital role in delivering on that
commitment.

The electricity grid in Scotland is economically and physically part of the wider GB network, and a
significant proportion of overall GB demand is still met by fossil fuel generation. In addition, as we
move towards net zero we expect demand for electricity more generally to increase to help power the
transition to zero emissions heat, transport and industry.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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To meet Scotland’s and the UK’s ambitions, therefore, a rapid transformation across all sectors of our
economy and society is required. The Scottish Government’s draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition
Plan sets out an ambitious suite of actions for the Scottish Government, along with actions for industry,
the regulator and the UK Government, to realise the economic opportunities and value to Scotland of
the transition to net zero. The consultation closed on 9 May 2023 and can be viewed here: Draft
Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan consultation - Scottish Government - Citizen Space.

Within this context increased electricity network infrastructure will be key to providing the capacity
required for connecting renewable electricity, and reducing payments which are made to electricity
generators when the network is unable to transfer the additional power generated (which are called
‘constraint payments’).

The Scottish Government also recognises that the planning system has an important role to play in
the transition to net zero. Scotland's National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4), which was approved by
Parliament in January 2023 and adopted by Scottish Ministers in February 2023, places climate and
nature at the centre of our planning system and makes clear our support for all forms of renewable,
low-carbon and zero emission technologies, including transmission and distribution infrastructure.
NPF4 also ensures that potential impacts on communities, nature, other valued natural assets, and
cultural heritage remain important considerations in the decision-making process, with all applications
being subject to site-specific assessments, where relevant.

In regards to the Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV reinforcement project, SSEN are currently
engaging with the community on initial proposals. As part of the planning process Scottish
Government encourages applicants to engage at an early stage with communities and take into
account their views as the design of the proposal progresses. To install, and keep installed, an
overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Minister is required under Section 37 of the Electricity
Act 1989. Currently no application for an overhead line between Spittal and Beauly has been
submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make
a representation to a formal application when received. Potential impacts on communities, nature,
landscape and other valued natural assets are important considerations in the decision making
process.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Further information in relation to process, including consultation and making representations, is set
out in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above link.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

OESC : Energy Consents

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDAC ED Regulation
[REDAC ED Regulation
[REDAC ED Re

[REDAC ED R n ()
[REDAC ED egulation
[REDAC ED Regulation

@gmail.com

Our Reference: 202300354847

24 May 2023

{REDAC ED Regulation (2)]
Dear [REDAC ED Regulation (2)]
[REDAC ED Regulation (2)] y

Thank you for your correspondence of 22 April 2023 to Scottish Ministers regarding the Spittal to
Beauly power line. This has been passed to me to respond as | work within the Energy Consents Unit
which is responsible for processing applications made under the Electricity Act 1989, for energy
infrastructure to be determined by the Scottish Ministers.

| understand that you would like to raise concerns regarding the proposed Spittal to Beauly
reinforcement power line proposed by SSEN, specifically community opposition and the impact it may
have on people and wildlife.

As part of the planning process Scottish Government encourages applicants to engage at an early
stage with communities and take into account their views as the design of the proposal progresses. To
install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Minister is required under
Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. Currently no application for an overhead line between Spittal and
Beauly has been submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications including pre-application consultation and engagement.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make a
representation to a formal application when received. Potential impacts on communities, nature,
landscape and other valued natural assets are important considerations in the decision making

process.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Further information in relation to process, including consultation and making representations, is set out
in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above link.

| hope that you find this helpful.

Yours sincerely

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

OESC : Energy Consents

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]

[REDAS ED Reg ; a1t

ks & k] @corriemoillie.com

Our Reference: 202300354851
Your Reference: OBJECTION - SPITTAL to BEAULY 400kV CONNECTION

19 May 2023

REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]]
)

[
REDACTED - Regulation 11(2
Dear {REDACTED - R:gﬂl:t:gﬂ 11%2;}

Thank you for your correspondence of 22 April 2023 regarding the proposed Spittal-Beauly 400kV
Reinforcement, also thank you for your sharing your response to SSEN dated 30 March 2023.

This has been passed to me to respond as | work within the Energy Consents Unit which is
responsible for processing applications made under the Electricity Act 1989, for energy infrastructure
to be determined by the Scottish Ministers.

| understand that you would like to raise concerns regarding the above proposed project with particular
concern specifically within the Strathpeffer, Contin, Marybank and Garve community areas and the
consultation process.

SSEN are currently engaging with the community on initial proposals. As part of the planning process
Scottish Government encourages applicants to engage at an early stage with communities and take
into account their views as the design of the proposal progresses.

To install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Minister is required
under Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. Currently no application for an overhead line between
Spittal and Beauly has been submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies and Scottish Ministers also expect Company’s to
demonstrate what alternatives to a proposal were considered before arriving at the design they apply
for. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make a representation to a formal application
when received. Potential impacts on communities, nature, landscape and other valued natural assets
are important considerations in the decision making process.

Further information in relation to process, including consultation and making representations, is set
out in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above link.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

OESC : Energy Consents

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

—
« [REDACTED - Regulation 11(2
E: {REDACTED  Regulation 11§2H,@80V.SC0'(

[REDAC ED Regulation (2)]
[REDAC ED Regulation (2)]
[REDAC ED Regulation (2)]
[REDAC ED Regulation (2)]

ReBie BB R B)]  @sky.com

Our Reference: 202300354879

19 May 2023

Dear [ & fi ],

Thank you for your email of 24 April 2023 to the First Minister, Humza Yousaf, regarding SSEN'’s
proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400kV Connection project and S. 36 consenting
arrangements. The Minister has request Scottish Government officials respond on their behalf.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory, and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make
a representation to a formal application when received. Potential impacts on communities,
nature, landscape and other valued natural assets are important considerations in the decision-
making process. Further information in relation to process, including consultation and making
representations, is set out in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above link.

| hope you have found this information useful in addressing your concerns and thank you for
contacting the Scottish Government.

Yours sincerely

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]

5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2

[REDACTED - Regulation 11523” @g mail.com

Our Reference: 202300355039 _
Your Reference: A letter and vehement objection from your constituent {Repac £5- Reguiaton 1163

19 May 2023

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
Dear [Repac ED - Regulation 11(2)

Thank you for your correspondence of 24 April 2023 to the First Minister regarding the proposed Spittal
to Beauly power line.

As Ministers are not always able to respond to enquiries personally, | have been asked to respond in
my capacity as a member of the Scottish Government’s Energy Consents Unit which is responsible
for processing applications made under the Electricity Act 1989, for energy infrastructure to be
determined by the Scottish Ministers.

| understand that you would like to raise concerns regarding the above proposed project with particular
concern to Impact on local Communities, route decision , consultation process the Highland landscape,
ecology and environment.

We are in a climate emergency with 2022 confirmed as the warmest year on record and climate related
adverse weather already causing a global impact. It is therefore imperative that we accelerate our
transition to net zero.

Scotland’s ambitious climate change legislation sets a target date of net zero emissions for all
greenhouse gases by 2045. The UK Government has a target of achieving a decarbonised electricity
system by 2035, with renewable power from Scotland playing a vital role in delivering on that
commitment.

The electricity grid in Scotland is economically and physically part of the wider GB network, and a
significant proportion of overall GB demand is still met by fossil fuel generation.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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In addition, as we move towards net zero we expect demand for electricity more generally to increase
to help power the transition to zero emissions heat, transport and industry.

To meet Scotland’s and the UK’s ambitions, therefore, a rapid transformation across all sectors of our
economy and society is required. The Scottish Government’s draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition
Plan sets out an ambitious suite of actions for the Scottish Government, along with actions for industry,
the regulator and the UK Government, to realise the economic opportunities and value to Scotland of
the transition to net zero. The consultation closed on 9 May 2023 and can be viewed here: Draft
Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan consultation - Scottish Government - Citizen Space.

Within this context increased electricity network infrastructure will be key to providing the capacity
required for connecting renewable electricity, and reducing payments which are made to electricity
generators when the network is unable to transfer the additional power generated (which are called
‘constraint payments’).

The Scottish Government also recognises that the planning system has an important role to play in
the transition to net zero. Scotland's National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4), which was approved by
Parliament in January 2023 and adopted by Scottish Ministers in February 2023, places climate and
nature at the centre of our planning system and makes clear our support for all forms of renewable,
low-carbon and zero emission technologies, including transmission and distribution infrastructure.
NPF4 also ensures that potential impacts on communities, nature, other valued natural assets, and
cultural heritage remain important considerations in the decision-making process, with all applications
being subject to site-specific assessments, where relevant.

In regards to the Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV reinforcement project, SSEN are currently
engaging with the community on initial proposals. As part of the planning process Scottish
Government encourages applicants to engage at an early stage with communities and take into
account their views as the design of the proposal progresses. To install, and keep installed, an
overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Minister is required under Section 37 of the Electricity
Act 1989. Currently no application for an overhead line between Spittal and Beauly has been
submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make
a representation to a formal application when received. Potential impacts on communities, nature,
landscape and other valued natural assets are important considerations in the decision making
process.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Further information in relation to process, including consultation and making representations, is set
out in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above link.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

OESC : Energy Consents

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]

[REDACTED - Reaulation 11(2)],
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]

@gmail.com

Our Reference: 202300355366

11 May 2023

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
Dear [ReDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]]

Thank you for your correspondence dated of 26 April 2023 regarding SSEN who are currently engaging
with the community on initial proposals in regards to the Spittal — Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400kV
reinforcement project.

This has been passed to me to respond as | work within the Energy Consents Unit which is responsible
for processing applications made under the Electricity Act 1989, for energy infrastructure to be
determined by the Scottish Ministers.

As part of the planning process Scottish Government encourages applicants to engage at an early
stage with communities and take into account their views as the design of the proposal progresses. To
install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Minister is required under
Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. Currently no application for an overhead line between Spittal and
Beauly has been submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make a
representation to a formal application when received.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Potential impacts on communities, nature, landscape and other valued natural assets are important
considerations in the decision making process. Further information in relation to process, including
consultation and making representations, is set out in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above
link.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

OESC : Energy Consents

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Work and Energy Riaghaltas na h-Alba

RUNaire a' Chaibineit airson Eaconamaidh do Mhath gov.scot
Dhaoine, Obair Chothromach is Cumhachd
Neil Gray MSP/BPA

Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair W ‘ Scottish Government

T:0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot

Jamie Stone MP
jamie.stone.mp@parliament.uk

Our Reference: 202300355832
Your Reference: (Case Ref: JS15076)

25 May 2023

Dear Jamie,

Thank you for your letter of 28 April 2023 regarding SSEN’s development proposals and plans for
Scotland.

We are in a climate emergency with 2022 confirmed as the warmest year on record and climate related
adverse weather already causing a global impact. It is therefore imperative that we accelerate our
transition to net zero.

Scotland’s ambitious climate change legislation sets a target date of net zero emissions for all
greenhouse gases by 2045. The UK Government also has a target of achieving a decarbonised
electricity system by 2035, with renewable power from Scotland playing a vital role in delivering on that
commitment.

The electricity grid in Scotland is economically and physically part of the wider GB network, and a
significant proportion of overall GB demand is still met by fossil fuel generation. In addition, as we move
towards net zero we expect demand for electricity more generally to increase to help power the
transition to zero emissions heat, transport and industry.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

Tha Ministearanna h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sonraichte agus Runaire Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba)
2016. Faicibh www.lobbying.scot
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To meet Scotland’s and the UK’s ambitions, therefore, a rapid transformation across all sectors of our
economy and society is required. The Scottish Government’s draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition
Plan sets out an ambitious suite of actions for the Scottish Government, along with actions for industry,
the regulator and the UK Government, to realise the economic opportunities and value to Scotland of
the transition to net zero. The consultation closed on 9 May 2023 and can be viewed here: Draft Energy

Strategy and Just Transition Plan consultation - Scottish Government - Citizen Space.

Within this context increased electricity network infrastructure will be key to providing the capacity
required for connecting renewable electricity, and reducing payments which are made to electricity
generators when the network is unable to transfer the additional power generated (which are called
‘constraint payments’).

We recognise that the planning system has an important role to play in the transition to net zero.
Scotland's National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4), which was approved by Parliament in January 2023
and adopted by Scottish Ministers in February 2023, places climate and nature at the centre of our
planning system and makes clear our support for all forms of renewable, low-carbon and zero emission
technologies, including transmission and distribution infrastructure. NPF4 also ensures that potential
impacts on communities, nature, other valued natural assets, and cultural heritage remain important
considerations in the decision-making process, with all applications being subject to site-specific
assessments, where relevant.

In regards to the Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV reinforcement project, SSEN are currently
engaging with the community on initial proposals. As part of the planning process Scottish Government
encourages applicants to engage at an early stage with communities and take into account their views
as the design of the proposal progresses. To install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line
consent of the Scottish Minister is required under Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. Currently no
application for an overhead line between Spittal and Beauly has been submitted to the Scottish
Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make a
representation to a formal application once received. Potential impacts on communities, nature,
landscape and other valued natural assets are important considerations in the decision making process.
Further information in relation to process, including consultation and making representations, is set out
in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above link.

In respect to your concerns regarding the opportunity for hydrogen as an alternative to electricity
network investment, we are continuing to assess where the opportunities exist for achieving wider policy
objectives including the potential for renewable hydrogen production to help meet net zero.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

Tha Ministearanna h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sonraichte agus Runaire Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba)
2016. Faicibh www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1
3DG
WWW.goV.scot

O disability
confident
LEADER



https://consult.gov.scot/energy-and-climate-change-directorate/energy-strategy-and-just-transition-plan/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/good-practice-guidance-applications-under-sections-36-37-electricity-act-1989/documents/

In that context | am pleased that that National Grid ESO are taking account of the hydrogen potential in
their plans for the development of our electricity network — we expect to see further information on this
when the Follow-up exercise to the Holistic Network Design is published in July this year.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

NEIL GRAY

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

Tha Ministearanna h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sonraichte agus Runaire Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba)
2016. Faicibh www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]] @me com

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2,

Our Reference: 202300356059

15 June 2023

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
Dear [RepaC ED - Reguiation 11(2) |

Thank you for your emails of 30 April and 2 May 2023 to the First Minister and 2% 3 = ] regarding
SSEN infrastructure proposals at Beauly.

As | replied to your previous correspondence, | have been asked to respond on behalf of Ministers.

Both the UK Government and Scottish Government recognise that we must replace fossil fuel
generation with renewable sources as part of the imperative of addressing climate change. Scotland
benefits from a rich resource of renewable electricity capacity and we are clear that we must seize the
opportunities from the energy transition to deliver maximum benefits to Scotland’s people,
communities, and economy.

You have asked if the Scottish Government is driving an acceleration of targets in relation to SSEN’s
proposals. The timing of these projects is driven by analysis undertaken by National Grid ESO and
approval is given by the regulator Ofgem. Cost to consumers, deliverability and operability as well as
impacts on environment and local community are all important factors in the decision making process.
This is an area which is reserved to the UK Government and Scottish Ministers have no power to
influence the timing of regulatory decision making regarding transmission investment.

Our planning and consenting system ensures large scale grid infrastructure developments are subject
to consultation with the public and statutory and local bodies, and invite local communities to have their
say on future proposals. Potential impacts on communities, nature and other valued natural assets or
cultural heritage are important considerations in the decision-making process.

A Public Local Inquiry can only be triggered in certain circumstances and only once an application for
consent under the Electricity Act 1989 has been received by Scottish Ministers and all stakeholders
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have had the opportunity to express their views on it.

You have referenced the First Minister's statement with regard to community acceptance and it is
important to highlight that communities will be involved in the planning process.

Where compulsory purchase orders are used, these will only be approved if the acquiring body can
demonstrate a sufficiently strong case in the public interest. More information about the compulsory
purchase process, including guidance for affected landowners, can be found on the Scottish
Government’s compulsory purchase website.

Concerning your comments on the SNP | would direct your concerns to the party, contact details are
available here.

Thank you for raising your concerns. | hope this response has been of assistance.

Yours sincerely

Onshore Electricity Policy Team
OESC : Onshore Electricity Policy

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ g:% “3’1 INVESTORS IN PEPLE" |D@disability] %
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]

[REDACTED - Reniilatinn 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)],

@sky.com

Our Reference: 202300356060

16 May 2023

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
Dear [REPACTED - Regulation 11(2)] ,

Thank you for your correspondence dated of 30 April 2023 regarding SSEN who are currently engaging
with the community on initial proposals in regards to the Spittal — Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400kV
reinforcement project.

This has been passed to me to respond as | work within the Energy Consents Unit which is responsible
for processing applications made under the Electricity Act 1989, for energy infrastructure to be
determined by the Scottish Ministers.

As part of the planning process Scottish Government encourages applicants to engage at an early
stage with communities and take into account their views as the design of the proposal progresses. To
install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Minister is required under
Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. Currently no application for an overhead line between Spittal and
Beauly has been submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an opportunity to make a
representation to a formal application when received.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Potential impacts on communities, nature, landscape and other valued natural assets are important
considerations in the decision making process. Further information in relation to process, including
consultation and making representations, is set out in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above
link.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

OESC : Energy Consents

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

Reac £8 nea :

R B Rl @gmail.com

Our Reference: 202300356941

21 June 2023

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
Dear Repac e - Reguiation 11(2) ,

Thank you for your correspondence on 4 May 2023 addressed to the Cabinet Minister for Green SKills,
Circular Economy and Biodiversity. | understand you would like to raise concerns regarding the
proposed SSEN overhead line, with a specific focus on the impact to local habitatss of endangered
species, woodlands and local communities.

As Ministers are not always able to respond personally, this has been passed on to me as a member of
the Energy Networks and Regulation policy team.

The Scottish Government recognises that we are in a climate emergency — with 2022 confirmed as the
warmest year on record, and climate related adverse weather already causing global impacts. It is
therefore imperative that we accelerate our transition to net zero.

Scotland’s ambitious climate change legislation has set a target date for net zero emissions for all
greenhouse gases by 2045. The UK Government has set targets for achieving a decarbonised
electricity system by 2035, with renewable power from Scotland playing a vital role in the delivery of this
commitment.

The electricity grid in Scotland is economically and physically a part of the wider GB network, and a
significant proportion of overall GB demand is still being met by fossil fuel generation. At the same time,
as we move closer toward net zero we expect demand for electricity in general to increase to help
power the transition toward zero emissions in heat, transport and industry.

Scottish Government encourages applicants to engage with communities during early stages of their
planning process, so they can take local views into account in the design of their final proposals.
Currently no application for an overhead line between Spittal and Beauly has been submitted to
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Ministers for consideration. If one was to be, consent from the Minister would be required under Section
37 of the Electricity Act (1989).

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within Scottish Government processes applications made under this
Act on behalf of Scottish Ministers, and our guidance sets out the procedure — including pre-application
consultation and engagement.

Any application submitted to Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation with
the public, as well as statutory and local bodies. Local communities, such as yours, would have the
opportunity to make a representation to a formal application when received.

Please be aware that impacts on local communities, nature, landscape and other valued natural assets
are always important considerations in the decision-making process — and when projects are given the
go-ahead it is not done so lightly.

For further information in relation to this process, including on consultation and making representations,
you can go to Section 6 of the guidance available at the above link.

Thank you for taking the time to contact us about this important matter. | hope this response has been
helpful.

Yours sincerely

Onshore Electricity & Networks Policy Team
OESC : Onshore Electricity Policy
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDAC ED Regulati
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[REDAC ED Re

@gmail.com

Our Reference: 202300357640
Your Reference: Proposed highway 400KV pylon project through the Hlghlands Spittal-Loch Buidhe-
Beauly

15 June 2023

ulatios
ulatios
ulatiol

Thank you for your emails of 27 April and 9 May 2023 addressed to Mr Richard Lochhead MSP, Ms
Gillian Martin MSP, Ms Mairi McAllan MSP and Mr Michael Matheson MSP, regarding SSEN’s
development proposals and plans for Scotland.

u:ma

Dear [ & &

As Ministers are not always able to respond to enquiries personally, | have been asked to respond in my
capacity as a member of the Scottish Government’s Energy Networks and Regulation policy team. |
note that you have received a response to some of the points you have raised on 11 May 2023, and so
here | have set out our response to any additional points you have raised.

Both the UK Government and Scottish Government recognise that we must replace fossil fuel
generation with renewable sources as part of the imperative of addressing climate change. Scotland
benefits from a rich resource of renewable electricity capacity and we are clear that we must seize the
opportunities from the energy transition to deliver maximum benefits to Scotland’s people,
communities, and economy.

Scotland has a statutory target of achieving net zero emissions for all greenhouse gases by 2045. The
UK Government has a net zero target for 2050, as well as an ambition to achieve a decarbonised
electricity system across Great Britain by 2035. Renewable power from Scotland will play a vital role in
delivering on all of these commitments.

The electricity grid in Scotland is economically and physically part of the wider GB network, and a
significant proportion of overall GB demand is still met by fossil fuel generation. In addition, as we move
towards net zero we expect demand for electricity more generally to increase to help power the
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transition to zero emissions heat, transport and industry.

To meet Scotland’s and the UK’s ambitions, therefore, a rapid transformation across all sectors of our
economy and society is required. Within this context increased electricity network infrastructure will be
key to providing the capacity required for connecting renewable electricity, and reducing payments
which are made to electricity generators when the network is unable to transfer the additional power
generated (constraint payments).

The Scottish Government recognises that the planning system has an important role to play in the
transition to net zero. Scotland's National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4), which was approved by
Parliament in January 2023 and adopted by Scottish Ministers in February 2023, places climate and
nature at the centre of our planning system and makes clear our support for all forms of renewable, low-
carbon and zero emission technologies, including transmission and distribution infrastructure. NPF4
also ensures that potential impacts on communities, nature, other valued natural assets, and cultural
heritage remain important considerations in the decision-making process, with all applications being
subject to site-specific assessments, where relevant.

You have referenced the First Minister's statement with regard to community acceptance and it is
important to highlight that communities will be involved in the planning process.

Our planning and consenting system ensures large scale grid infrastructure developments are subject
to consultation with the public and statutory and local bodies, and invite local communities to have their
say on future proposals. Potential impacts on communities, nature and other valued natural assets or
cultural heritage are important considerations in the decision-making process.

In respect of public inquiries, a Public Local Inquiry can only be triggered in certain circumstances and
only once an application for consent under the Electricity Act 1989 has been received by Scottish
Ministers and all stakeholders have had the opportunity to express their views on it. As my colleague
Shafharia Khataza in her emails of 11 May 2023 advised, there is currently no application before
Scottish Ministers for consideration.

In terms of timescales for the proposed development, | would note that the timing of this project, and
similar projects, is driven by analysis undertaken by National Grid ESO and approval is given by the
regulator Ofgem. Cost to consumers, deliverability and operability as well as impacts on environment
and local community are all important factors in the decision making process. This is an area which is
reserved to the UK Government and Scottish Ministers have no power to influence the timing of
regulatory decision making regarding transmission investment.

In regard to the Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV reinforcement project, we understand that SSEN
are currently considering alternative routes and that this is based on local feedback. | would encourage
you to contact SSEN to raise your concerns with them directly. Contact details can be found on SSEN'’s
website here.

Thank you for raising your concerns. | hope this response has been of assistance.

Yours sincerely

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ 6*%5“% (BB
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Onshore Electricity Policy Team
OESC : Onshore Electricity Policy
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]] @me_com

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]

Our Reference: 202300359896

29 June 2023

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
Dear [RepaC ED - Reguiation 11(2) |

Thank you for your e-mail of 20 May 2023 addressed to the First Minister regarding health concerns in
connection with overhead pylons.

As Ministers are not always able to respond to enquiries personally, | have been asked to respond in my
capacity as a member of the Scottish Government’s Energy Networks and Regulation policy team.
Please accept my apologies for the late response to your email.

It is important to note that policy on electricity transmission infrastructure and associated health and
safety requirements are reserved to the UK Government under the Scotland Act 1998 and subsequent
amendments. Regulation of energy is the responsibility of Ofgem, the UK regulator.

In the UK, the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) takes the lead on public health matters associated
with electromagnetic fields (EMFs). UKHSA provide Public Health Scotland and Scottish Government
specialist advice on radiological issues in Scotland. Central to UKHSA advice is that exposures to
EMFs should comply with the International Commission on Non-lonizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP)
guidelines. The ICNIRP is formally recognised by the World Health Organization (WHO).

I hope you found this information helpful. Thank you again for getting in touch.

Yours sincerely

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ (;'%)‘:?1 INVESTORS IN PEC:PLE" [D@disabiity] %
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
%REDAC ED

Regulation)
e 2 sl @yahoo.co.uk

Our Reference: 202300361944

6 July 2023

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
Dear [REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]§

Thank you for your email of 6 June 2023 addressed to the First Minister regarding SSEN'’s Pylons
proposal.

As Ministers are not always able to respond to enquiries personally, | have been asked to respond in my
capacity as a member of the Scottish Government’s Energy Networks and Regulation policy team.

Both the UK Government and Scottish Government recognise that we must replace fossil fuel
generation with renewable sources as part of the imperative of addressing climate change. The
Scottish Government is also clear that we must seize the opportunities from the energy transition to
deliver maximum benefits to Scotland’s people, communities, and economy.

Scotland has a statutory target of achieving net zero emissions for all greenhouse gases by 2045. The
UK Government has a net zero target for 2050, as well as an ambition to achieve a decarbonised
electricity system across Great Britain by 2035. Renewable power from Scotland will play a vital role in
delivering on all of these commitments.

The electricity grid in Scotland is economically and physically part of the wider GB network, and a
significant proportion of overall GB demand is still met by fossil fuel generation. In addition, as we move
towards net zero we expect demand for electricity more generally to increase to help power the
transition to zero emissions heat, transport and industry.

To meet Scotland’s and the UK’s ambitions, therefore, a rapid transformation across all sectors of our
economy and society is required.

The Scottish Government also recognises that the planning system has an important role to play in the

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ (:a‘ Il
www.gov.scot 2 =

INVESTORS IN PE<_:PLE " | 4@ disability

: : s BE confident
We invest in people Silver LEADER




transition to net zero. Scotland's National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4), which was approved by
Parliament in January 2023 and adopted by Scottish Ministers in February 2023, places climate and
nature at the centre of our planning system and makes clear our support for all forms of renewable, low-
carbon and zero emission technologies, including transmission and distribution infrastructure. NPF4
also ensures that potential impacts on communities, nature, other valued natural assets, and cultural
heritage remain important considerations in the decision-making process, with all applications being
subject to site-specific assessments, where relevant.

In regard to the Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly 400 kV reinforcement project proposals, SSEN are
engaging with the community on initial proposals. As part of the planning process Scottish Government
encourages applicants to engage at an early stage with communities and take into account their views
as the design of the proposal progresses.

To install, and keep installed, an overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Minister is required under
Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. Currently no application for an overhead line between Spittal and
Beauly has been submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would then be subject to
consultation with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an
opportunity to make a representation to a formal application when received. Potential impacts on
communities, nature, landscape and other valued natural assets are important considerations in the
decision making process. Further information in relation to process, including consultation and making
representations, is set out in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above link.

Finally, it is important to note that legislation and regulations relating to electricity and gas networks are
reserved to the UK Government with National Grid ESO responsible for the strategic approach to
transmission investment working with Transmission Owners across Great Britain. Regulation of
electricity network including approval of investment on infrastructure is carried out by the independent
energy regulator Ofgem.

Thank you for contacting us about this important matter. | hope you found this response helpful.

Yours sincerely

Onshore Electricity Policy Team
OESC : Onshore Electricity Policy

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ 6*%5“% (BB
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]]

REDACTED Regulation 11(2 -
%REDACTED Regulation 1152“ @btinternet.com

Our Reference: 202300364385
Your Reference: SSEN 400kv Electricity Pylons Angus Proposal

6 July 2023

Dear [REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]1

Thank you for your correspondence on June 21st regarding the SSEN 400kv electricity pylons
proposal, and apologies for the delay in getting back to you. As Ministers are not always able to
respond themselves your message has been passed along to me, as | work in the directorate for
Energy and Climate Change.

The Scottish Government recognises that we are in a climate emergency — with 2022 confirmed as the
warmest year on record, and climate related adverse weather already causing global impacts. It is
therefore imperative that we accelerate our transition to net zero.

Scotland’s ambitious climate change legislation has set a target date for net zero emissions for all
greenhouse gases by 2045. The UK Government has also set targets for achieving a decarbonised
electric system by 2035, with renewable power from Scotland playing a vital role in the delivery of this
commitment.

The electricity grid in Scotland is economically and physically part of the wider GB network, and a
significant proportion of overall British demand is still being met by fossil fuel generation. At the same
time, as we move closer toward net zero we expect demand for electricity in general to increase to help
power the transition toward zero emissions in heat, transport and industry.

To meet Scotland’s and the UK’s ambitions, therefore, a rapid transformation across all sectors of our
economy and society is required. Our recently published draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan
(ESJTP) sets out vision for a future net zero future energy system. We are currently considering the
consultation responses to this and will set out our final response in due course.
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The Scottish Government continues to encourage applicants (in this case SSE) to engage at an early
stage with communities to consider their views as the design of any proposal progresses.

It may be useful to know that SSENs consultation period has been extended to 28 July 2023. | would
therefore encourage you to contact SSEN to raise your concerns. Contact details can be found on
SSEN'’s website Spittal — Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400kV Connection - SSEN Transmission (ssen-
transmission.co.uk)

SSEN have also advised that they have set up an email distribution list and will be sending updates to
anyone interested in the proposals for the East Coast project. | would encourage anyone who wished
to be kept informed to email TKUP@sse.com

to be added to the list.

To install an overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Minister is required under Section 37 of the
Electricity Act 1989. Currently no application for an overhead line for the East Coast 400kV Phase 2
connection has been submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration.

The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes applications made under
the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets out the procedure for
applications. Section 3.2 of the guidance sets out expectations in relation to Pre-Application
Consultation and Engagement.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would then be subject to
consultation with the public, statutory and local bodies. Local communities would also have an
opportunity to make a representation to a formal application when received. Further information in
relation to process, including consultation and making representations, is set out in Section 6 of the
guidance available at the above link.

Ministers must consider all the views presented when considering applications and the merits of each
proposal are considered on a case-by-case basis. A careful balance must be struck between the
potential impacts of the development and the associated environmental, economic, renewable energy
and climate change benefits.

Under the terms of the Ministerial Code it would also be inappropriate for Scottish Ministers to take a
view on proposals that are in development.

It is important to note that policy on electricity transmission infrastructure and associated health and
safety requirements are reserved to the UK Government under the Scotland Act 1998
and subsequent amendments. Regulation of energy is the responsibility of Ofgem, the UK regulator.

In the UK, the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) takes the lead on public health matters associated
with electromagnetic fields (EMFs). UKHSA provide Public Health Scotland and Scottish Government
specialist advice on radiological issues in Scotland. Central to UKHSA advice is that exposures to
EMFs should comply with the international Commission on Non-lonizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP)
guidelines. The ICNIRP is formally recognised by the World Health Organization (WHO).

Legislation and regulations relating to electricity and gas networks are also reserved to the UK
Government with National Grid ESO responsible for the strategic approach to transmission investment
working with Transmission Owners across Great Britain. Regulation of electricity network including
approval of investment on infrastructure is carried out by the independent energy regulator Ofgem.
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Thank you for taking the time to contact us about this important matter. | hope this response is helpful.

Yours sincerely

Onshore Electricity & Networks Policy Team
OESC : Onshore Electricity Policy
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Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair G 4 | Scottish Government
Work and Energy Riaghaltas na h-Alba

RUNaire a’ Chaibineit airson Eaconamaidh do Mhath gov.scot
Dhaoine, Obair Chothromach is Cumhachd
Neil Gray MSP/BPA

T:0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot

Maree Todd
maree.todd.msp@parliament.scot

Our Reference: 202300365967
Your Reference: Community Benefit (Case Ref: MT14423)

20 July 2023

Dear Maree,

Thank you for your letter, dated 30 June 2023, regarding SSEN'’s proposals for the Spittal — Loch
Buidhe — Beauly 400kV connection. | appreciate your constituents’ concerns in relation to the impacts
of new grid infrastructure and the community benefit that will be made available should the proposal go
ahead.

Scotland’s net zero targets depend heavily on an energy system that supplies affordable, resilient and
clean energy. It is therefore critical that investment in our grid infrastructure happens at pace and scale
to enable the full use of our current renewable generation capacity, and to realise the enormous
potential of further deployment. It is also vital that such infrastructure is delivered at the most efficient
cost to consumers and that local communities are fully engaged and derive lasting benefits.

Far from feeling net zero infrastructure will be imposed on them, | want communities to be at the heart
of our renewables energy revolution. Supported by our Fourth National Planning Framework (NPF4), our
planning and consenting system ensures large scale grid infrastructure is subject to consultation with
public and statutory and local bodies. This ensures local communities can have their say on future
proposals. Potential impacts on communities, nature and other valued natural assets or cultural heritage
are all important considerations in the decision-making process, with all planning applications subject to
site-specific assessments.

Independent of the planning system, community benefits are a well-established and integral part of
renewable energy developments in Scotland that can enable communities to benefit from our vast

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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natural energy resources. Supported by our longstanding Good Practice Principles, our Community
Benefits Register indicates that Scottish communities have received over £194 million from renewable
energy projects to date. This includes a record £25 million last year.

While this figure will continue to rise as we realise our ambitions for growth over the coming decades, |
recognise the importance of ensuring communities across Scotland see benefits from renewable
energy developments. The Scottish Government continues to work with renewable energy companies
and network operators to explore how we can bring greater equity to community benefit schemes, and
how we can collectively use these opportunities to address the challenges facing communities.

As you note in your letter, the Scottish Government’s limited responsibility does not extend to the day-
to-day operation of energy retail markets. Energy market operations remain reserved to the UK
Government and Scottish Ministers continue to press the UK Government for greater support to
communities and energy consumers, including the option to mandate community benefits and shared
ownership opportunities.

Increasing energy prices are a concern across all domestic consumers in Scotland, especially those
living in the Highlands. This is an issue that is being increasingly explored in the context of community
benefits through Local Energy Discount Schemes. We know that the cost crisis is hitting hard in rural
areas where people often face greater day to day costs and where spending on essentials like heating,
housing and transport is higher.

You may be interested to note that the Minister for Energy is chairing a working group focusing on the
challenges facing rural energy consumers, and the actions we can collectively take with partners, within
the limited powers available to us, to help those who are struggling the most. Smart meter roll out in
rural areas is one of our main focus areas, along with support for off the gas grid consumers and supply
chain issues.

The Scottish Government has no powers to mandate the provision of community benefits and as no
decision has been made | cannot comment on the merits of a proposal for obvious reasons. However, |
agree that it is right for the Scottish Government to set out its expectations and seek the highest level of
ambition from network operators, helping to shape their plans now and for future schemes and in
ensuring local communities are fully engaged.

Thank you again for your letter, and | hope you have found this to be of use.

/

NEIL GRAY

Yours sincerely

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Transition Riaghaltas na h-Alba

RUNaire a' Chaibineit airson Comhdhail, Cothromachadh gov.scot
Carboin agus Eadar-ghluasad Cothromach
Mairi McAllan MSP/BPA

Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Net Zero and Just W ‘ Scottish Government

T:0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot

Emma Roddick MSP
emma.roddick.msp@parliament.scot

Our Reference: 202300372491
Your Reference: ER5531

26 September 2023
Dear Emma,

Thank you for your e-mail of 18 August regarding your constituent’s concerns about SSEN’s Spittal -
Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400kV Connection project and its potential environmental impacts.

| understand that projects such as this are likely to raise questions from communities in close proximity
to proposed developments. | have set out some information below which we hope you will find useful in
addressing the points raised by your constituent.

Both the UK Government and Scottish Government have set ambitions to achieve significant reductions
in greenhouse gas emissions in the coming years. The UK Government has committed to
decarbonising electricity by 2035. We are clear though that transitioning our energy system to net zero
must be done in a way that maximises benefits to Scotland's economy and communities, in line with the
principles of a just transition.

Please note that legislation and regulations relating to transmission Infrastructure and electricity and gas
networks are reserved to the UK Government under the Scotland Act 1998

and subsequent amendments. The National Grid ESO is responsible for the strategic approach to
transmission investment working with Transmission Owners across Great Britain. Furthermore, the
regulation of electricity network including approval of investment on infrastructure is carried out by the
independent energy regulator Ofgem. For further information, please visit the following

website: Electricity Networks Strategic Framework: Enabling a secure, net zero energy system
(publishing.service.gov.uk)

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1096283/electricity-networks-strategic-framework.pdf

With regards to the Spittal— Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400kV Connection, SSEN have been consulting on
their initial proposals and | would encourage your constituents to contact SSEN directly to

raise their concerns. More details can be found on SSENs website, here and you can also register for
updates on SSENs ‘Pathway to 2030’ projects. | would encourage anyone who wishes to be kept
informed to register for updates.

The views of the community in relation to these projects are of the utmost importance. The National
Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) ensures the planning system enables the sustainable growth of the
renewable sector while continuing to protect our most valued natural assets (including soils) and cultural
heritage. Potential impacts on communities, nature and the cumulative effects of developments are
important considerations in the decision-making process, with all applications being subject to site-
specific assessments, including Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) where relevant.

In the context of soils, they are an essential part of ecosystem services, for nature, people and our
economy and NPF4 policy 5 in particular recognises the critical role that peat and carbon-rich soils have
to play in helping to achieve net-zero climate emissions by 2045, through sequestering and storing
carbon. Additionally, Policy 3 ensures that development proposals for national, major or Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) development will only be supported where it can be demonstrated that the
proposal will conserve, restore and enhance biodiversity, including nature networks so they are in a
demonstrably better state than without intervention. Development on carbon-rich soils will only be
supported in limited circumstances, which includes for energy generation from renewable sources. In
such circumstances there is a clear requirement to understand the likely net effects of the proposal on
climate emissions and loss of carbon and to optimise the contribution of the area toward greenhouse
gas emissions reduction targets.

As part of the planning process, the Scottish Government encourages applicants, such as SSEN, to
engage at an early stage with communities and take into account views as the design of the proposal
progresses.

To install an overhead electric line consent of the Scottish Ministers is required under Section 37 of the
Electricity Act 1989. The Energy Consents Unit (ECU) within the Scottish Government processes
applications made under the Electricity Act 1989 on behalf of Scottish Ministers and our guidance sets
out the procedure for applications. Section 3.2 of the guidance sets out expectations in relation to Pre-
Application Consultation and Engagement.

Any application submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consideration would be subject to consultation
with the public, statutory and local bodies. As no application has been submitted, no EIA has

been submitted to Scottish Ministers for consideration. An EIA is undertaken for projects which are
likely to have significant effects on the environment. An assessment of a project's likely significant
environmental effects helps to ensure that the importance of the predicted effects, and the scope for
reducing any adverse effects, are properly understood by the public and Scottish Ministers prior to a
determination.

Local communities have an opportunity to make a representation to a formal application when received.
Further information in relation to process, including consultation and making representations, is set out
in Section 6 of the guidance available at the above link.

Ministers must take into account all the views presented when considering applications and the merits

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/2030-projects/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/good-practice-guidance-applications-under-sections-36-37-electricity-act-1989/

of each proposal are considered on a case-by-case basis. A careful balance must be struck between
the potential impacts of the development and the associated environmental, economic, renewable
energy and climate change benefits.

The Scottish Ministers will only give weight to representations, when those representations are received
in response to an application which has been submitted and is before them for consideration, when the
final design and environmental information is available to them and the public.

Thank you again for raising your constituent’s concerns regarding this matter. | hope they find the above
information helpful.

Yours sincerely,

MAIRI MCALLAN
M: Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Net Zero and Just Transition

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C
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] @btinternet.com

Our Reference: 202300378523
Your Reference: SSEN Spittal/Loch Buidhe, and Beauly OHL project

6 October 2023
Dear 5 & fimn

Thank you for your September 27th message to the Minister for Energy & Environment regarding the
SSEN Spittal - Loch Buidhe - Beauly OHL project. As the Minister is unable to respond to everything
personally, your correspondence has been passed to me as | work in the Electricity Networks &
Regulations Team.

| realise that this is not the first time you have been in touch about this matter, and that projects such as
this are likely to cause questions and concerns from communities in close proximity to the proposed
developments.

In our previous correspondence (dated 15t September 2023) | outlined the Scottish Government’s
position regarding the concerns you have raised. This covered the fact that planning of strategic
network projects is a reserved matter for the UK Government and taken forward by the GB Electricity
System Operator — as well as the fact that the Transmission Owner (SSEN) is legally required to consult
with local communities and the relevant statutory & local bodies regarding proposals for their
developments.

While Scottish Ministers are responsible for approval for overhead lines — as detailed in our last email —
there are checks and balances already in place (through the National Planning Framework 4) to ensure
impacts are fully assessed before any consent is given. It is also possible, when applications are
formally made, to make official representations as a community to the Transmission Owners. Currently
no application has been submitted by SSEN to Scottish Ministers for consideration with respect to the
Beauly - Loch Buidhe - Spittal 400kV upgrade project. | can, however, reassure you that any application
that is received will be subject to consultation with the public; statutory & local bodies; and that local
communities will have an opportunity to make representation to any formal application that should
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transpire.

We previously mentioned that the Scottish Government’s “Good Practice Guidance for Applications
under Section 36 and 37 of the Electricity Act” contains further information on public consultations and
how to go about making representations. This is available here.

Thank you for contacting us again and raising your concerns, | hope that you find the information to be
helpful.

Yours sincerely

Onshore Electricity & Networks Policy Team
OESC : Onshore Electricity Policy

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2

[REDACTED - Regulation 11523} @gma| l.com

Our Reference: 202300379849

27 October 2023

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
Dear [REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)]§ 7

Thank you for your correspondence on 3" October regarding Spittal - Beauly OHL proposals. As
Ministers are unable to respond to everything personally, your message has been sent to me to
respond in my capacity as a member of the Scottish Government’s Electricity Networks & Regulations
Team.

| realise the development of electricity network infrastructure can raise questions or concerns from
communities near to proposed projects, so | have set out some information below which | hope helps
address your concerns.

The Scottish Government recognises we are in a climate emergency. 2022 has been confirmed as the
hottest year on record, and climate related adverse weather conditions continue to impact countries all
over the globe.

Scotland has set a statutory target of achieving net zero emissions for all greenhouse gases by 2045.
The UK Government have their own target of 2050, as well as the aim of achieving a decarbonised
electricity system by 2035. To meet these targets we need a rapid transformation across all sectors of
our economy and society.

Both Scottish and UK Governments acknowledge the need to replace fossil fuel generation with
renewable sources as part of addressing climate change, and our draft Energy Strategy & Just
Transition Plan lays out the vision of the future energy system in Scotland. It can be found here.

The Scottish electricity grid is both economically and physically part of the wider GB network, and
currently a significant proportion of overall British demand for energy continues to be met with fossil fuel
generation. As we move to net zero, we expect this to be replaced with increased demands for
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electricity to help power the transition to zero emissions heat, transport and industry.

Increased electrification does require significant investment in our electricity infrastructure to maintain
our resilience, improve our energy security and ensure the grid itself does not become a barrier to net
zero.

Increased electrification requires significant investment in our electricity infrastructure in order to
maintain resilience, improve our energy security and ensure the grid does not become a barrier to net
zero. This will help to reduce constraint costs, which the GB Electricity System Operator (ESO)
estimates could reach up to £3 billion annually across the GB by the late 2020s. These costs are paid
in large part by consumers across GB.

You may be aware legislation relating to electricity and gas networks is reserved to the UK Government,
with the ESO responsible for strategic approaches to transmission investment across Britain.

Ofgem, the independent energy regulator, cover the regulation of electricity networks — including the
approval of infrastructure. This includes all relevant technical and safety standards relating to electricity
network deployment and infrastructure requirements.

It is the role of the Transmission Owner (in this case SSEN) to analyse the impacts of their proposals
and ensure that views of communities — as well as relevant local and statutory bodies) are fully
considered as plans are developed.

The Scottish Government has general responsibility for planning, with Scottish Ministers determining
applications relating to transmission infrastructure (such as OHL) under sections 36 and 37 of the
Electricity Act (1989).

Views of local communities such as yours are of utmost importance in this process. The National
Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) — approved earlier this year by the Scottish Parliament — ensures that the
planning system enables both sustainable growth of renewable energy developments and continued
protection of our most valued natural assets and cultural heritage.

Any potential impacts on communities, nature and the cumulative effects of development are important
considerations in the decision making process — with applications being subject to site-specific
assessments; such as Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) where relevant. Additionally, the
NPF4 asks that project design and mitigation demonstrate how impacts on homes and communities
(such as visual impact or noise) will be addressed.

Currently no application has been submitted by SSEN to Scottish Ministers for consideration with
respect of the Beauly — Spittal connection project, and it is important to note that proposals can change
significantly during the development phase. However, | can assure you that any application that is
received in the future will be subject to consultation with public, statutory & local bodies — and that local
communities, such as yours, will have the opportunity to make a representation to any formal application
made.

Through these processes, Scottish Ministers consider all the views presented when considering
applications — with the merits of each considered on a case-by-case basis. A careful balance needs to
be struck between potential impacts of any development and the associated environmental; economic;
renewable energy and climate change benefits.
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In summary, the strategic planning of network projects is a reserved matter for the UK Government and
taken forward by the GB Electricity System Operator. Transmission Owners are expected to fully
consult with local communities and the relevant statutory & local bodies regarding proposals for such
developments. Scottish Ministers are responsible for determining applications to install overhead lines
and, as explained above, checks and balances are in place within the planning system through the
National Planning Framework 4 to ensure impacts are assessed.

The Scottish Government’s “Good Practice Guidance for Applications” under sections 36 and 37 of the
Electricity Act (1989) includes further information on public consultations and how to make community
representations. This is available here.

Thank you again for taking the time to write to us, | hope this has been helpful.

Yours sincerely

Onshore Electricity & Networks Policy Team
OESC : Onshore Electricity Policy
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Ministear airson Cumhachd agus na h-Arainneachd Riaghaltas na h-Alba

Minister for Energy and the Environment 'V' Scottish Government
Gillian Martin MSP/BPA N gov.scot

T:0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot

Emma Roddick MSP
emma.roddick.msp@parliament.scot

Our Reference: 202300391028
Your Reference: (Case Ref: ER6216)

11 January 2024

Dear Emma Roddick MSP ,

Thank you for your correspondence raising the concerns of your constituents regarding the proposed Spittal - Loch Buidhe -
Beauly 400kV overhead line.

As you may be aware, legislation and regulations relating to electricity and gas networks are reserved to the UK Government
with National Grid Electricity System Operator (ESO) responsible for the strategic approach to transmission investment,
working with Transmission Owners across Great Britain. Regulation of the electricity network, including approval of investment
on infrastructure, is carried out by the independent energy regulator Ofgem. This includes the relevant technical and safety
standards relating to electricity network deployment and infrastructure requirements.

It is the responsibility of the Transmission Owner, in this case SSEN, to analyse the impact of their proposals and ensure the
views of local communities, and the relevant statutory and local bodies are fully considered as the plans develop. More details
relating to the Spittal — Loch Buidhe — Beauly upgrade project can be found on SSEN'’s website and any interested parties
wishing to be kept informed of the development plans can also can register for updates here.

The Scottish Government has general responsibility for planning, and Scottish Ministers have responsibility for approving
applications relating to transmission infrastructure including overhead power lines, under sections 36 and 37 of the Electricity
Act 1989. The views of local communities are of the utmost importance in this process. The National Planning Framework 4,
which was approved by the Scottish Parliament last year, is making sure that the planning system enables the sustainable
growth of renewable energy developments while continuing to protect our most valued natural assets and cultural heritage.

Potential impacts on communities, nature and the cumulative effects of developments are important considerations in the
decision-making process, with all applications being subject to site-specific assessments, including Environmental Impacts
Assessment (EIA), where relevant. Additionally, NPF4 Policy 11 requires that project design and mitigation demonstrates how
impacts on homes and communities such as visual impact and noise will be addressed.

No application has yet been submitted by SSEN to Scottish Ministers for consideration with respect to the Spittal — Loch
Buidhe — Beauly 400kV upgrade project. However, | can assure you any application that is received will be subject to
consultation with the public, statutory and local bodies, and that local communities, including your constituents, have an
opportunity to make a representation to a formal application.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/spittal--loch-buidhe--beauly-400kv-connection/
https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/2030-projects/

Through this process, Scottish Ministers must take into account all the views presented when considering applications and the
merits of each proposal are considered on a case-by-case basis. A careful balance must be struck between the potential
impacts of the development and the associated environmental, economic, renewable energy and climate change benefits.

In summary, the strategic planning of network projects is a reserved matter for the UK Government and taken forward by the
GB Electricity System Operator. As the Transmission Owner, SSEN is expected to fully consult with local communities and the
relevant statutory and local bodies regarding proposals for developments. Scottish Ministers are responsible for approving
applications to install overhead lines and, as explained above, checks and balances are in place in the planning system
through the National Planning Framework 4 to ensure impacts are assessed. No application has been submitted by SSEN
regarding the Spittal — Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400kV upgrade project, however communities have an opportunity to make
formal representations once an application has been received.

The Scottish Government’s Good Practice Guidance for Applications under Section 36 and 37 of the Electricity Act includes
further information on the public consultations and how to make representations. The Good Practice Guidance is available on
the Scottish Government’s website here.

The South of Scotland is home to critical cross-border energy transmission infrastructure, has the potential to house hydrogen
infrastructure, and is a significant exporter of power but imports hydrocarbons for heat and transport. The region's Energy
Transition Plan will seek to use the South's green electricity strength to place the region in the vanguard of decarbonising heat
and transport, production of green hydrogen, and securing supply chain jobs. We will also engage with the UK Government on
the potential to consider how local communities can benefit from electricity infrastructure. We remain committed to a net zero
future and will use every power at our disposal to support sustainable economic growth and maximise the opportunities of the
green economy. This includes ensuring that electricity network infrastructure comes with economic and social benefits for
Scotland.

Thank you again for raising your constituent’s concerns regarding this matter. | hope they find the above information helpful.

(s~ Moo~

GILLIAN MARTIN

Yours sincerely

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

Tha Ministearanna h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sonraichte agus Runaire Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba)
2016. Faicibh www.lobbying.scot
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https://www.gov.scot/policies/energy-infrastructure/energy-consents/

Minister for Energy and the Environment N Scottish Government
Ministear airson Cumhachd agus na h-Arainneachd Riaghaltas na h-Alba
Gillian Martin MSP/BPA gov.scot

T:0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot

Emma Roddick MSP
emma.roddick.msp@parliament.scot

Our Reference: 202300391032
Your Reference: (Case Ref: ER6265)

9 January 2024
Dear Emma Roddick MSP ,

Thank you for your correspondence raising the concerns of your constituents regarding the proposed
Spittal, Loch Buidhe, Beauly 400kV overhead line.

The Scottish Government has general responsibility for planning, and Scottish Ministers have
responsibility for approving applications relating to transmission infrastructure including overhead power
lines, under sections 36 and 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. The views of local communities are of the
utmost importance in this process. The National Planning Framework (NPF) 4, which was approved by
the Scottish Parliament last year, is making sure that the planning system enables the sustainable
growth of renewable energy developments while continuing to protect our most valued natural assets
and cultural heritage.

Potential impacts on communities, nature and the cumulative effects of developments are important
considerations in the decision-making process, with all applications being subject to site-specific
assessments, including Environmental Impacts Assessment (EIA), where relevant. Additionally NPF4
Policies 1 and 2 encourage, promote and facilitate development that addresses the global climate
emergency and nature crises, including development that minimises emissions and adapts to the
current and future impacts of climate change. NPF4 Policies 3 and 4 offer support to development
proposals that will conserve, restore and enhance biodiversity and that protects and manages our
important natural assets in a sustainable, regenerative way. Furthermore, Policy 5 seeks to minimise the
impact on soils including carbon rich soils, and recognises the critical role that peat and carbon-rich
soils have to play in helping to achieve the net zero target by 2045, through sequestering and storing
carbon.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

Tha Ministearanna h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sonraichte agus Runaire Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba)
2016. Faicibh www.lobbying.scot
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No application has yet been submitted by SSEN to Scottish Ministers for consideration with respect to
the Spittal — Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400kV upgrade project. However, | can assure you any application
that is received will be subject to consultation with the public, statutory and local bodies, and that local
communities, including your constituents, have an opportunity to make a representation to a formal
application.

Through this process, Scottish Ministers must take into account all the views presented when
considering applications and the merits of each proposal are considered on a case-by-case basis. A
careful balance must be struck between the potential impacts of the development and the associated
environmental, economic, renewable energy and climate change benefits.

Thank you again for raising your constituents concerns regarding this matter. | hope they find the above
information helpful.

Yours sincerely

(s~ Mo~

GILLIAN MARTIN

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

Tha Ministearanna h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sonraichte agus Runaire Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba)
2016. Faicibh www.lobbying.scot
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

[REDAC ED Regulation (2)]
[REDAC ED Regulation (2)]
[REDAC ED Regulation (2)]

[REDACTED - Regu at on 11(2)]
[REDACTED Regulation 11(2)
REDACTED Regulation 11(2)
REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

[REDAC ED Regulation (23—
[REDAC ED Regulau )]
[REDAC ED Regulation (2)]

Our Reference: 202400410095

21 May 2024

{REDAC ED Regulation
Dear [REDAC ED Regulation
[REDAC ED Regulationy

Thank you for your email of 2 April 2024 which was addressed to government officials and emailed to
MSP’s regarding SSEN’s proposed 400kV Spittal, Loch Buidhe and Beauly overhead line project. As
Ministers are not always able to respond directly, they have requested Scottish Government officials
respond on their behalf. | understand that you have concerns about renewable energy development in
your community and other communities potentially affected by current and future plans.

As you may be aware, legislation and regulations relating to electricity networks are reserved to the UK
Government with the Electricity System Operator (ESO) responsible for the strategic approach to
transmission investment working with Transmission Owners across Great Britain. Regulation of
electricity networks including approval of investment on infrastructure is carried out by the independent
energy regulator Ofgem. The Scottish Government has no role in the regulation of electricity networks
apart from our statutory planning and consenting processes.

Electricity transmission infrastructure and associated health and safety requirements are reserved to the
UK Government. The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) takes the lead on public health matters
associated with Electromagnetic Fields (EMFs). UKHSA has not found there to be any health risks from
EMFs at the levels at which the UK’s electricity network operates. These levels are reflected in
guidelines set by UK Government and met by all UK electricity infrastructure.

UKHSA continues to monitor the full breadth of health-related evidence applicable to EMFs, and is
committed to updating its advice as required. The advice provided by UKHSA is fully endorsed by the
Chief Medical Officer for Scotland.

Currently no application for the 400kV Spittal, Loch Buidhe and Beauly OHL line has been submitted by
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SSEN to the Scottish Government, and it is important to note that proposals can change significantly
during the development phase. Given that, it is not appropriate for the Scottish Government to comment
on potential projects that may not come forward or may come forward with significant changes, so as
not to interfere with or prejudice any decisions that are still to be made, and that may come before
Scottish Ministers for determination. | would encourage you to contact SSEN to raise your concerns.
The project page which contains contact details is available here.

Any proposals that do come forward will be subject to robust planning and consenting processes.
Scotland has some of the most stringent environmental impact assessment regulations anywhere in the
world and our planning and consenting systems ensure that local communities can have their say. The
National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4), which was approved by the Scottish Parliament last year,
influences all planning and consenting decisions. NPF4 makes sure decision-making enables the
sustainable expansion of our electricity networks while continuing to protect our most valued natural
assets and cultural heritage. Potential impacts on communities, nature and cultural heritage, including
the cumulative effects of developments, are important considerations in the decision-making process,
with all applications being subject to site-specific assessments.

Once an application is submitted to Scottish Ministers for consideration it would then be subject to
consultation with the public, statutory and local bodies. Through this process, Scottish Ministers must
take into account all the views presented when considering applications and the merits of each proposal
are considered on a case-by-case basis. A careful balance must be struck between the potential
impacts of the development and the associated environmental, economic, renewable energy and
climate change benefits.

The Scottish Government has published good practice guidance on the procedure for applications for
onshore generating stations and overhead lines under Sections 36 and 37 of the Electricity Act, which
includes further information on the application process, information on public consultations and how to
make representations. The good practice guidance is available on the Scottish Government’s website
here.

Thank you again for raising your concerns regarding this matter, | hope you find the above information
helpful.

Yours sincerely

Onshore Electricity Policy Team
OESC : Onshore Electricity Policy

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ 6*%5“% (BB
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

E : energynetworks@gov.scot

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)

] .
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)%1 @hotma” .co.uk

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)

Our Reference: 202400412826
Your Reference: FW: Spittal-Beauly proposed overhead power line

28 June 2024

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
Dear [REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

Thank you for your letter of 7 May 2024, to the Minister for Climate Action. As Ministers are not always
able to respond directly, they have requested Scottish Government officials respond on their behalf. |
apologise sincerely for the delay in replying.

| understand you have concerns about SSEN’s development plans regarding the Spittal to Beauly
overhead line. | know that projects such as this are likely to raise both questions and concerns from
communities in close proximity to the proposed development. | have set out further information below
which | hope you will find useful in addressing the points raised in your correspondence.

As you may be aware, legislation and regulations relating to electricity networks are reserved to the UK
Government with the ESO responsible for the strategic approach to transmission investment working
with Transmission Owners across Great Britain. Regulation of electricity networks including approval of
investment on infrastructure is carried out by the independent energy regulator Ofgem. The Scottish
Government has no role in the regulation of electricity networks apart from our statutory planning and
consenting processes.

At the time of writing, no application for the Spittal — Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400 kV OHL has been
submitted by SSEN to the Scottish Government for determination. It is important to note that proposals
can change significantly during the development phase. Given that, it is not appropriate for the Scottish
Government to comment on potential projects that may not come forward, or may come forward with
significant changes, so as not to interfere with, or prejudice, any decisions that are still to be made and
that may come before Scottish Ministers for determination.

As the Scottish Government has made clear, it is the responsibility of SSEN to engage with
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communities affected by its development plans. This engagement must happen at an early stage, and
SSEN must take every opportunity to work with communities as projects develop, and well in advance
of submitting any applications for consent.

Proposals that do come forward for a decision will be subject to robust planning and consenting
processes. Scotland has some of the most stringent environmental impact assessment regulations
anywhere in the world and our planning and consenting systems are designed to ensure that local
communities can have their say.

The National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4), which was approved by the Scottish Parliament last year,
influences all planning and consenting decisions. NPF4 makes sure decision-making enables the
sustainable expansion of our electricity networks while continuing to protect our most valued natural
assets and cultural heritage. Potential impacts on communities, nature and cultural heritage, including
the cumulative effects of developments, are important considerations in the decision-making process,
with all applications being subject to site-specific assessments.

Once an application is submitted to Scottish Ministers for consideration it is subject to consultation with
statutory and non-statutory stakeholders and members of the public. It is through this consultation that
local communities have an opportunity to make a representation to any live application. Following the
consultation, Scottish Ministers must consider the merits of each proposal on a case-by-case basis,
taking into account all the views presented. A careful balance must be struck between the potential
impacts of the development and the associated environmental, economic, renewable energy and
climate change benefits.

By law, Scottish Ministers must consider all the views presented when considering applications and
proposals are considered on a case-by-case basis.

As mentioned above, no application for the Spittal — Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400 kV OHL has been
submitted by SSEN to the Scottish Government for determination. The proposal is in the pre-application
phase. Carrying out pre-application consultation with the public is considered good practice and the
Scottish Government expects a pre-application report to be submitted with the application. SSEN is
currently carrying out this pre-application consultation. It is vital that communities have the opportunity to
engage fully at this stage, as this is where SSEN will provide information about the proposed plans,
gather feedback from stakeholders and refine project details, prior to submitting the application to
Scottish Ministers.

We are sorry to learn that you have concerns about SSEN’s engagement and consultation process. The
Scottish Government has received a high volume of correspondence from communities regarding
SSEN'’s ‘Pathways to 2030’ projects and its consultation events. We have passed on feedback to

SSEN directly and we are continuing to encourage communities to raise any issues directly with SSEN’s
project teams. The contact details for projects can be found on SSEN’s website: Projects delivering a
Network for Net Zero - Pathway to 2030 - SSEN Transmission (ssen-transmission.co.uk).

Finally, we wanted to highlight that the Scottish Government has published good practice guidance on
the procedure for applications for onshore generating stations and overhead lines under Sections 36
and 37 of the Electricity Act 1989, which includes further information on the application process, on
public consultations and on how to make representations. The good practice guidance is available on
the Scottish Government’s website, here.
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Thank you again for raising your concerns regarding this matter, | hope you find the above information
helpful.

Yours sincerely

Electricity Networks and Regulation Team
OESC : Onshore Electricity Policy
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DIRECTORATE FOR ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
DECC : Onshore Electricity, Strategy and Consents a C

E : energynetworks@gov.scot

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)

] .
[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)%1 @hotma il.co.uk

[REDACTED - Regulation 11(2)

Our Reference: 202400415443
Your Reference: Spittal-Beauly proposed overhead power line

28 May 2024

[REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)
Dear [REDAC ED - Regulation 11(2)

Thank you for your email to the Scottish Government regarding SSEN’s project plans for a 400kV overhead electricity
transmission line and associated infrastructure.

We have received a significant volume of letters regarding this project which we are working hard to address. We want to
make sure that everyone has access to the same information as quickly as possible to help alleviate concerns and provide
information on the Scottish Government’s role in the planning and consenting processes for electricity transmission
infrastructure developments.

| have set out responses to your key concerns, below, as well as the common concerns of others who feel they are affected.
Ihope you find the following helpful.
| want to lodge a formal objection to the Kintore — Tealing 400kV overhead line project.

Scottish Ministers have responsibility for determining applications relating to overhead line transmission infrastructure, under
section 37 of the Electricity Act (1989). Please note, the Scottish Government’s Energy Consents Unit (ECU — the team who
process applications on behalf of Scottish Ministers) cannot receive and process representations (including lodging formal
objections) until an application is submitted. Representations will only be retained and given weight when received following
the submission of an application where the final design and environmental information is before Ministers and the pubilic.

Once an application is received by Scottish Ministers, notices of the development will be published in local and national press
advising on how and where the application and associated documentation can be viewed. Advice regarding how to submit
representations to Scottish Ministers will also be stated within these notices and they can be submitted at any time from
receipt of an application until it is determined.

At the time of writing, no application for the Kintore — Tealing 400kV connection project, or other infrastructure that is part of
SSEN'’s East Coast Phase 2 400kV Upgrade Project, such as substations, has been submitted by SSEN to the Scottish
Government for determination.

It is important to note that proposals can change significantly during the development phase. Given that, it is not appropriate for
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the Scottish Government to comment on potential projects that may not come forward, or may come forward with significant
changes, so as not to interfere with, or prejudice, any decisions that are still to be made and that may come before Scottish
Ministers for determination.

| want to lodge a formal objection to the SSEN Hurlie substation project.

Applications for development not meeting the criteria for consideration under the Electricity Act 1989 are considered under the
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, as amended, and are primarily a matter for the relevant planning authority.
SSEN have indicated that they intend to submit an application for planning permission to Aberdeenshire Council for the
development of a new 400kV substation at Hurlie.

Legislation sets out the procedures that must be followed by planning authorities when an application for planning permission
is submitted to them. This includes the requirement to publicise the application and to set a period for interested parties to
make comments on it. Planning authorities are expected to have regard to all material factors in their decision-making,
including any views from consultees or comments from members of the public submitted to them.

It will be for Aberdeenshire Council to interpret and implement relevant planning legislation, policy, and guidance as it deems
appropriate given the circumstances of a case and to ensure that the provisions of the planning system are applied properly.

It would be inappropriate for the Scottish Government to comment on the specifics of any planning application in case this is
seen as pre-judging or pre-empting any future decision that may come before Scottish Ministers through the application or
appeal process.

The Scottish Government provides financial assistance to the charity Planning Aid Scotland who provide a free advice service
on planning and environmental matters for communities and the wider public through its professional planner volunteers. More
information can be found here: Home - Planning Aid Scotland.

How can communities have a say on these proposals?

Any proposals that do come forward for a decision will be subject to robust planning and consenting processes. Scotland has
some of the most stringent environmental impact assessment regulations anywhere in the world and our planning and
consenting systems are designed to ensure that local communities can have their say.

The National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4), which was approved by the Scottish Parliament last year, influences all planning
and consenting decisions. NPF4 makes sure decision-making enables the sustainable expansion of our electricity networks
while continuing to protect our most valued natural assets and cultural heritage. Potential impacts on communities, nature and
cultural heritage, including the cumulative effects of developments, are important considerations in the decision-making
process, with all applications being subject to site-specific assessments.

Once an application is submitted to Scottish Ministers for consideration it is subject to consultation with statutory and non-
statutory stakeholders and members of the public. It is through this consultation that local communities have an opportunity to
make a representation to any live application. Following the consultation, Scottish Ministers must consider the merits of each
proposal on a case-by-case basis, taking into account all the views presented. A careful balance must be struck between the
potential impacts of the development and the associated environmental, economic, renewable energy and climate change
benefits.

By law, Scottish Ministers must consider all the views presented when considering applications and proposals are considered
on a case-by-case basis.

For the Kintore — Tealing 400kV connection project, at the time of writing, no formal application has been submitted to the
Scottish Government. The proposal is in the pre-application phase. Carrying out pre-application consultation with the public is
considered good practice and the Scottish Government expects a pre-application report to be submitted with the application.
SSEN is currently carrying out this pre-application consultation. It is vital that communities have the opportunity to engage fully
at this stage, as this is where SSEN will provide information about the proposed plans, gather feedback from stakeholders
and refine project details, prior to submitting the application to Scottish Ministers.

The Scottish Government has published good practice guidance on the procedure for applications for onshore generating
stations and overhead lines under Sections 36 and 37 of the Electricity Act 1989, which includes further information on the
application process, on public consultations and on how to make representations. The good practice guidance is available on
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the Scottish Government’s website, here.
Is the Scottish Government involved in this project?

As you may be aware, legislation and regulations relating to electricity networks are reserved to the UK Government with the
National Grid Electricity System Operator (ESO) responsible for the strategic approach to transmission investment working
with Transmission Owners across Great Britain. Regulation of electricity networks, including approval of investment on
infrastructure, is carried out by the GB independent energy regulator, Ofgem.

The Scottish Government has no role in the regulation of electricity networks, aside from its statutory planning and consenting
processes. It is important to understand that the Scottish Government does not develop electricity infrastructure, nor does it
manage any aspects of SSEN'’s projects. The Scottish Government’s role is to process and consider the final application
(once submitted by SSEN). In making a decision, Scottish Ministers consider each proposal on a case-by-case basis, taking
into account all the views presented. A careful balance must be struck between the potential impacts of the development and
the associated environmental, economic, renewable energy and climate change benéefits.

Why do we need these pylons in the first place? Isn’t the electricity just for England?

As part of our ongoing commitment to protect people and our planet, the Scottish Government has set a statutory target of
achieving net zero emissions for all greenhouse gases by 2045. We have already made good progress with carbon emissions
almost halved when compared to 1990 levels, but there is still a long way to go, and challenges remain.

As we decarbonise and electrify heat, transport and industry, our electricity consumption will increase. An electricity system
that is fit for the demands of the future is vital. We need to ensure the power that is generated from increasingly renewable
sources can be transported to where it is needed — to our homes, businesses, and communities across Scotland and Great
Britain.

Historically our electricity system was powered by a small number of very large electricity generators that ran on fossil fuels.
Today, as we look to decarbonise, we have lots of new, cleaner sources of generation more distributed across the country.
These generators need to connect to the electricity system and therefore new infrastructure is needed to enable this.

You may be aware that a significant amount of renewable generation in Scotland is currently ‘constrained’ as there is not
enough space on the electricity network to transport the power that is being generated to where it is needed. The Electricity
System Operator (ESO) estimates that payments made to generators to constrain their output when the network is at capacity
could reach £3 billion annually across Great Britain by the late 2020s, and these costs are paid, in large part, by consumers
across the country.

The new electricity infrastructure, such as transmission networks, that is being planned and developed in Scotland will reduce
existing constraints on the system, support increased demand for renewable power across GB and increase our home-grown
energy security.

Why can’t these cables be installed underground?

Itis down to the Transmission Owner, in this case SSEN Transmission, to assess the key environmental, technical, and
economic factors to identify the best-performing approach to then submit to Scottish Ministers for determination.

The Scottish Government and Scottish Ministers have no power to instruct Transmission Owners to opt for underground cables
rather than overhead lines when considering which designs they wish to take to consultation.

When determining the most appropriate design, we expect Transmission Owners to fully consult with local communities and

the relevant statutory and local bodies regarding proposals for development. There are a number of considerations that need
to be taken into account when opting for a particular type of cable or route. Often the environmental, technical, and operational
constraints associated with extra high voltages, can make undergrounding cables challenging. Undergrounding of cables can
also have negative environmental impacts and carry significant costs compared to overhead lines, which are paid, in part, by
consumers.

As the independent energy regulator for Great Britain, Ofgem is responsible for protecting energy consumers’ interests.
Transmission Owners are regulated by Ofgem and when developing projects Transmission Owners must have consideration
of their license obligations which require them to be economic and efficient in respect of costs to the consumer. This is often
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an important consideration when developing plans for transmission infrastructure.
| have heard pylons and overhead lines can cause negative health impacts. Is this true?

Electricity transmission infrastructure and associated health and safety requirements are reserved to the UK Government. The
UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) takes the lead on public health matters associated with Electromagnetic Fields (EMFs).
UKHSA has not found there to be any health risks from EMFs at the levels at which the UK’s electricity network operates.
These levels are reflected in guidelines set by the UK Government.

UKHSA continues to monitor the full breadth of health-related evidence applicable to EMFs and is committed to updating its
advice as required. The advice provided by UKHSA is fully endorsed by the Chief Medical Officer for Scotland.

Transmission Owners, when designing electricity transmission routes must comply with UK Health and Safety legislation
including the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974, The Electricity at Work Regulations 1989 and The Electricity Safety,
Quality and Continuity Regulations 2002 legislation.

| am not satisfied with SSEN’s engagement activities and want to complain.

It is the responsibility of SSEN to engage with communities affected by its development plans. We are clear that this
engagement must happen at an early stage, and SSEN must take every opportunity to work with communities as projects
develop, and well in advance of submitting any applications for consent.

We are sorry to learn that you have concerns about SSEN’s engagement and consultation process and we will continue to
raise these issues directly with SSEN. We would encourage anyone who has come across issues with these activities to
contact SSEN’s Community Liaison Manager for the 400kV overhead electricity transmission development from Kintore to
Tealing by emailing TKUP@sse.com .

Thank you again for getting in touch with the Scottish Government regarding this matter. | hope you have found this response
helpful.

Yours sincerely

Onshore Electricity Policy Team
OESC : Onshore Electricity Policy
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Ministear airson Gniomhachd na Gnath-shide Riaghaltas na h-Alba
Alasdair Allan MSP/BPA gov.scot

Minister for Climate Action 'v' ‘ Scottish Government

T:0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot

Maree Todd MSP
Maree.Todd.msp@parliament.scot

Our Reference: 202400416133
Your Reference: MT15669

3 September 2024
Dear Maree,

Thank you for your correspondence of 22 May 2024 regarding your constituent's concerns about
SSEN’s proposed electricity transmission infrastructure between Spittal-Loch Buidhe-Beauly. | have set
out some information below, which | hope will be helpful.

Firstly, as you will appreciate, it is important to understand the wider context with regards to the
development of electricity infrastructure. As part of our ongoing commitment to protect people and our
planet, the Scottish Government has set a statutory target of achieving net zero emissions for all
greenhouse gases by 2045. As we decarbonise and electrify heat, transport and industry, our electricity
consumption will increase. An electricity system that is fit for the demands of the future is vital. We need
to ensure the power that is generated from increasingly renewable sources can be transported to where
it is needed — to our homes, businesses, and communities across Scotland and Great Britain.

As you highlighted, legislation and regulations relating to electricity networks are reserved to the UK
Government. The National Grid Electricity System Operator (ESO) is responsible for planning the
strategic approach to transmission investment working with Transmission Owners across Great Britain.
This means that they are responsible for setting out the high-level design for the necessary
transmission infrastructure. This is based on credible long term pathways for the energy sector, taking
into account government ambitions - including the mission to fully decarbonise the electricity system.
Regulation of electricity networks, including approval of investment on infrastructure, is carried out by
the GB independent energy regulator, Ofgem. Once the high-level design and regulatory approval for
the infrastructure has been carried out, the Transmission Owners then take that high-level design and
set out the more detailed plans in relation to the specific routing and the type of infrastructure that is
needed.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

Tha Ministearanna h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sonraichte agus Runaire Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba)
2016. Faicibh www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1
3DG
WwWw.gov.scot

7\ VI INVESTORS IN PECIPLE" [DBdbiy| o™
éx ¥ %Al We invest in people Silver B confident 'IH‘

b——— LEADER —




The Scottish Government has no role in the regulation of electricity networks. The Scottish Government
does however have devolved responsibility for determining applications for consent to install overhead
electricity lines under the Electricity Act 1989 (as amended). The Scottish Government’s role is to
process and consider the final application for consent (once submitted). Scottish Ministers are duty
bound to consider applications submitted to them and must follow due process, assessing the
application against the relevant policies and procedures. This includes the National Planning Framework
4 (NPF4), which was approved by the Scottish Parliament last year and is a consideration for all
planning and consenting decisions. NPF4 makes sure decision-making enables the sustainable
expansion of our electricity networks while continuing to protect our most valued natural assets and
cultural heritage. In making a decision, Scottish Ministers consider each proposal on a case-by-case
basis, taking into account all the views presented. A careful balance must be struck between the
potential impacts of the development and the associated environmental, economic, renewable energy
and climate change benefits. Potential impacts on communities, nature and cultural heritage, including
the cumulative effects of developments, are important considerations in the decision-making process,
with all applications being subject to site-specific assessments.

At the time of writing, SSEN has not submitted any formal proposals for its ‘Pathway to 2030’ projects to
Scottish Ministers for determination. Its proposals are in the pre-application phase. As per the
Ministerial Code | cannot comment on the merits or otherwise of any plans either in pre application
stage, or during a consent application. | also cannot instruct what engineering solutions those plans
should include.

It is down to transmission owners, such as SSEN, to consider a range of environmental, technical, and
economic factors to identify the best-performing approach. These plans are then put out for pre-
application consultation by the transmission owner. It is during this pre-application consultation that
communities have the opportunity to engage fully and are able to influence the designs. Through this
pre-application consultation SSEN will provide information about the proposed plans, gather feedback
from stakeholders and refine project details, prior to submitting the application to Scottish Ministers.

The pre-application consultation with the public is expected and a pre-application report should always
be submitted with applications for large transmission proposals. Once an application is submitted for
consideration by Scottish Ministers it is subject to further consultation with statutory and non-statutory
stakeholders and members of the public. It is through this consultation that local communities have an
opportunity to make a representation to any live application.

The Scottish Government has published good practice guidance on the procedure for these
applications, which includes further information on the application process, on public consultations and
on how to make representations. This also contains information on how a public inquiry could be
triggered once an application has been submitted. The Good Practice Guidance is available on the
Scottish Government’s website here.

With regards to calls for a public inquiry under the Inquiries Act 2005, the terms of reference of an
inquiry caused to be held by the Scottish Ministers could not require it to determine any fact or to make
any recommendation that is not wholly or primarily concerned with a devolved Scottish matter, i.e. a
matter that relates to Scotland and is not a reserved matter (within the meaning of the Scotland Act
1998). The generation, transmission, distribution and supply of electricity are reserved matters.
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/good-practice-guidance-applications-under-sections-36-37-electricity-act-1989/

Thank you once again for raising your constituent's concerns regarding this matter and | hope they find
the above information helpful.

Hond 25

Yours sincerely

ALASDAIR ALLAN
M: Minister for Climate Action
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Ministear airson Gniomhachd na Gnath-shide Riaghaltas na h-Alba
Alasdair Allan MSP/BPA gov.scot

Minister for Climate Action 'v' ‘ Scottish Government

T:0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot

Jamie Stone MP
Jamie.stone.mp@parliament.uk

Our Reference: 202400427712
Your Reference: Case Ref: JS19456

29 October 2024
Dear Jamie,

Thank you for your correspondence of 20 August 2024 regarding your constituents’ concerns about
SSEN'’s proposed electricity transmission infrastructure which the First Minister and Deputy First
Minister have passed to me as electricity networks fall under my portfolio.

You will appreciate that it would not be appropriate for me to comment on the merits or prospects of any
development proposal as this could be seen as pre-judging any future decision that could come before
the Scottish Ministers through the application or appeal process. It may, nevertheless, be helpful for me
to set out the information below.

Firstly, it is important to understand the wider context with regards to the development of electricity
infrastructure. As part of our ongoing commitment to protect people and our planet, the Scottish
Government has set a statutory target of achieving net zero emissions for all greenhouse gases by
2045. As we decarbonise and electrify heat, transport and industry, our electricity consumption will
increase. An electricity system that is fit for the demands of the future is vital. We need to ensure the
power that is generated from increasingly renewable sources can be transported to where it is needed
— to our homes, businesses, and communities across Scotland and Great Britain.

As you may be aware legislation and regulations relating to electricity networks are reserved to the UK
Government. The National Grid Electricity System Operator (ESO) is responsible for planning the
strategic approach to transmission investment working with Transmission Owners across Great Britain.
This means that they are responsible for recommending the high-level design for the necessary
transmission infrastructure. This is based on credible long term pathways for the energy sector, taking
into account government ambitions - including the mission to fully decarbonise the electricity system.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Regulation of electricity networks, including approval of investment on infrastructure, is carried out by
the GB independent energy regulator, Ofgem.

Once the high-level design work and regulatory approval for the infrastructure has been carried out, the
Transmission Owners will then develop more detailed plans in relation to the specific routing and the
type of infrastructure that is needed. It will be down to Transmission Owners, such as SSEN, to
consider a range of environmental, technical, community and economic factors to identify the best-
performing approach. These proposals are also subject to pre-application consultation with
communities and other stakeholders. We are clear that communities must have meaningful
opportunities to engage and influence emerging designs. Hopefully your constituents are already
engaging with SSEN on the plans. If they are not, please pass on the following contact details for
Fanellan substation: New Fanellan 400kV substation and Converter Station - SSEN Transmission (ssen-
transmission.co.uk). Further information on SSEN’s Pathway to 2030 projects, with option to sign up for
updates, is available on SSEN’s website here: Projects delivering a Network for Net Zero - Pathway to
2030 - SSEN Transmission (ssen-transmission.co.uk)

The Scottish Government has devolved responsibility for determining applications for consent to install
overhead electricity lines under the Electricity Act 1989 (as amended). The Scottish Government’s role
is to process and consider the final application for consent (once submitted). Scottish Ministers are duty
bound to consider any application submitted to them and must follow due process, assessing the
application against the relevant policies and procedures. At the time of writing, SSEN has not submitted
any formal applications for the proposed Spittal — Loch Buidhe — Beauly or Beauly — Blackhillock — New
Deer — Peterhead projects to Scottish Ministers for determination.

The Scottish Government has published good practice guidance on the procedure for Electricity Act
1989 applications, which includes further information on the application process, on public consultations
and on how to make representations.

Development not meeting the criteria for consenting under the Electricity Act 1989 (as amended)
requires planning permission under the terms of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997
(as amended) and will primarily be a matter for the relevant planning authority. It will be for the relevant
planning authority to interpret and implement relevant planning legislation and guidance as it deems
appropriate given the circumstances in each case and to ensure that the provisions of the planning
system are applied properly.

As you may be aware, licence holders under the Electricity Act 1989 (as amended) are also afforded a
national grant of planning permission for certain development types, including underground electric
lines, through Permitted Development Rights (PDR) provided that the relevant conditions are complied
with.

Our National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4), which was approved by the Scottish Parliament last year,
influences all planning and consenting decisions. NPF4 makes clear our support for all forms of
renewable, low-carbon and zero emission technologies, including transmission and distribution
infrastructure. Potential impacts on communities, nature and cultural heritage, including the cumulative
effects of developments, are important considerations in the decision-making process. NPF4 policies
must be read and applied as a whole, and our planning and consenting systems require decision
makers to consider each proposal on a case-by-case basis. A careful balance must be struck between
the potential impacts of the development and the associated environmental, economic, renewable
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#_msocom_5
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/good-practice-guidance-applications-under-sections-36-37-electricity-act-1989/

energy and climate change benefits.

With regards to calls for a public inquiry under the Electricity Act 1989 (as amended)[MY7], there are
existing and well-established consenting procedures for transmission infrastructure including for the
consideration of any cumulative impacts arising. If a planning authority objects to a Section 37
application within a set time period, and its objection is not withdrawn, Scottish Ministers must cause a
public inquiry to be held. Where the planning authority has not objected but other parties have, Scottish
Ministers will consider those objections together with all other material considerations and determine
whether a public inquiry should be held at their own discretion.

It is important to recognise that the upgrading of old, and construction of new infrastructure is
increasingly becoming important as the existing transmission network does not have the capacity to
transport the volume of electricity which will be generated in Scotland to where it is needed. As a result
a significant amount of renewable generation in Scotland is currently ‘constrained’. The Electricity
System Operator (ESO) estimates that payments made to generators to constrain their output when the
network is at capacity could reach £3 billion annually across GB by the late 2020s, and these costs are
paid, in large part, by consumers across the country. Electricity infrastructure, such as transmission
networks, that is being planned and developed in Scotland will reduce existing constraints on the
system and support increased demand for renewable power across GB as we transition to a net zero
economy. Notwithstanding that we are clear that communities hosting this infrastructure must be
meaningfully engaged and consulted, at the right times, so that their views can influence the process of
developing these vital route options. We are also clear that communities should benefit from local
transmission infrastructure and we continue to engage with the UK Government on plans to explore
mandating community benefits from transmission network infrastructure.

Thank you once again for raising your constituents’ concerns regarding this matter and | hope they find
the above information helpful.

ALASDAIR ALLAN
Minister for Climate Action

Yours sincerely
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