
AI Policy Briefing Note 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 30 January 2025 13:24 
To: Minister for Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot> 
Cc: Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins 
<Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Lesley Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>; Colin Cook 
<Colin.Cook@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot> 
Subject: Routine Submission - AI Policy - DeepSeek 
 
PS/ Minister for Business 
PS/ Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Gaelic 
 
Priority and Purpose: 
 
Please find attached a routine submission to brief you on the new Chinese AI model 
“DeepSeek” and its potential implications for Scotland and the Scottish Government. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
For information. 
 
Please let me know in case you require any further information, or require a 
SCANCE note to be drafted. 
 
eRDM link: https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk/documents/A51635395/details  
 
Thank you, 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] (he/him) 
Head of AI and Data Science 
Scottish Government 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 

 
From:  [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

Digital Directorate, Data Division 
    30 January 2025 

 
Minister for Business 
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Gaelic 
 
DeepSeek AI 
 
Priority and Purpose 



 
1. This routine submission briefs you on the new Chinese AI model “DeepSeek” and 

its potential implications for Scotland and the Scottish Government. 
 
Recommendation 

 
2. For information. 
 
Context and Issues 
 
3. Chinese company DeepSeek AI released major upgrades of their AI Large 

Language Model (LLM) in December 2024 and January 2025. On 10 January, 
DeepSeek made their model available through Android and iPhone apps similar 
to ChatGPT. By 27 January, DeepSeek had surpassed ChatGPT as the most-
downloaded free app on the iOS App Store in the US, and the DeepSeek story 
broke in the media worldwide. 

 
4. The latest version of DeepSeek allegedly provides comparable performance to 

state-of-the-art LLMs, such as OpenAI’s latest versions of GPT, while requiring 
significantly less computational power to train and run, and therefore less energy 
and money. 

 
5. The release of DeepSeek is a potentially significant development in the field of 

LLMs and AI more broadly, with the following caveats: 
 
a. DeepSeek’s performance and efficiency claims are yet to be verified 

independently and robustly.  
 
b. Even if those claims stand up to scrutiny, which this briefing will assume 

from here on, DeepSeek does not set a new state of the art for model 
performance. It appears to match, but not significantly surpass, existing 
state-of-the-art models. 

 
c. DeepSeek does not represent a unique technological breakthrough, or a 

new type of LLM. Rather, it adds several technical and architectural 
optimisations to make LLM training and inference more efficient. 

 
d. It does not mean that additional computing power and new data are no 

longer important to AI performance. Instead, it means a competing 
pressure to make consumer AI tools more efficient. 

 
 

Immediate political and financial market impact 
 

6. DeepSeek’s release took place in the context of significant AI and tech policy 
development in the US. Large tech companies, particularly those with interests in 
AI and cryptocurrency, either directly supported Mr Trump’s campaign, most 
prominently Elon Musk, or pledged their support following his election, most 
prominently Mark Zuckerberg. On taking office, President Trump immediately 
rescinded President Biden’s 2023 Executive Order on AI, thus signalling that 



federal regulation of AI was not on his administration’s agenda, and announced a 
$500bn AI infrastructure building initiative, although its details are unclear. 
 

7. In response to DeepSeek’s release, the stocks of some computer hardware and 
AI companies were significantly negatively affected. In particular, the stock of 
NVIDIA, the world’s most important AI chips maker, saw a decrease of over 15% 
in one day, over speculative concerns that fewer chips and data centres might be 
required in the future to power AI. Stocks have since started to recover, following 
President Trump’s statement that “the release of DeepSeek, AI from a Chinese 
company, should be a wake-up call for our industries that we need to be laser-
focused on competing to win”. Of course, it is not known if this will be the start of 
a long-term stock market trend or only a temporary correction, and to which 
extent it simply reflects widespread concerns that AI companies are currently 
overvalued as part of an AI “bubble”. 

 
8. Prominent venture capitalist Marc Andreessen called this a “Sputnik moment”, 

but this is a potentially self-serving exaggeration. Given DeepSeek’s source code 
is publicly available, it is likely that the US AI tech giants will quickly incorporate 
its innovations into their own products. Nevertheless, DeepSeek’s apparent 
success does call into question how innovative large tech monopolies truly are. 
Google, for example, has for decades been more reliant on buying innovative 
startups (such as the UK’s DeepMind) than on internal innovation, as well as on 
its unmatched access to data and computational power to stay ahead of its 
competitors. However, US news sources suggest that given the effectiveness of 
big tech’s political lobbying, antitrust legislation and enforcement are likely to 
continue to remain a low priority in the US under the Trump administration. They 
have also proved ineffective in the EU, where multiple fines against the tech 
giants over the past decade have failed to change their anti-competitive 
practices. 
 

Policy implications for Scotland 
 
9. Historically, lowering the cost of technology has increased demand for it. The 

advent of more efficient AI models might therefore increase the total demand for 
AI chips and data centres, albeit opening the market to smaller data centres and 
less expensive chips. This would strengthen Scotland’s opportunities around data 
centres powered by renewable energy, and reusing waste heat locally. 
 

10. Lower costs could also make AI viable for a wider range of uses, increasing its 
potential productivity and growth impact across the Scottish economy. 

 
11. Finally, DeepSeek’s apparent success suggests that “small is beautiful” - smaller 

models might be more competitive in the future with the largest models that are 
currently the privilege of tech giants with access to the most data and compute 
capacity. This could create new opportunities for Scottish AI start-ups, and result 
in a healthier distribution of profitable AI business sizes, instead of the current 
concentration in a few “unicorns”. 

 
 
 



UK Government position 
 
12. UK Government colleagues shared with SG officials on Tuesday that DSIT had 

no plans to release a statement on DeepSeek. They have only prepared 
defensive lines stating that: DeepSeek shows that the UK needs to reduce 
barriers to innovation ; that the UK still has a massive opportunity to get ahead in 
the AI race ; and signposting to their AI Opportunities Action Plan. 
 

Internal implications for SG 
 
13. Access to the DeepSeek API is subject to the same SG staff guidance as other 

Generative AI APIs including ChatGPT, and a reminder to that effect will shortly 
be sent through Viva Engage, and the Scottish Public Sector AI Task Force. The 
guidance includes compliance with the law, including intellectual property, 
equalities implications, and fairness and data protection implications and security. 
 

14. Security is particularly relevant for DeepSeek, as all major technology firms in 
China cooperate extensively with China’s military and state security services. 
Although SG’s AI Unit has not yet had time to test DeepSeek, it is reported that it 
complies, as expected, with Chinese censorship requirements on politically 
sensitive subjects, such as the Tienanmen Square events. 

 
15. SG policy is consistent with the view shared on Tuesday by the UK Government’s 

Security Group and Government Digital Service that “DeepSeek does not pose a 
novel risk to UK government data and the risk should be managed in the same 
way we have approached existing generative AI models.”  

 
Sensitivities 

 
16. None 

 
Quality Assurance 
 
17. This Submission has been approved by Tom Wilkinson, Chief Data Officer. 

 
Conclusions and next Steps 
 
18. SG officials will continue to monitor developments related to DeepSeek, including 

advice from UK Government. Where appropriate, those will be taken them into 
account as part of the ongoing development of our AI policy, and governance of 
AI use within SG. If required, further updates will be provided to Ministers. 

 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Digital Directorate, Data Division 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
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Annex - Technical details 
 
It is speculated that this innovation in terms of efficiency by a Chinese company was 
at least partially a result of US restrictions on China accessing top-performance AI 
chips designed by US companies. However, the extent to which that is the case is 
still unclear, given the timing of the export bans, and the fact that China still has 
access to relatively high-performance chips from Western manufacturers. This 
includes NVIDIA’s H800, a crippled version of their flagship H100 chip, which was 
specifically designed for the Chinese market to avoid that export ban. It is also 
rumoured that DeepSeek actually stockpiled and used H100 chips for training their 
model. 
 
This efficiency drive is also part of a wider, established trend, particularly in 
academia, of developing, smaller, more efficient models, as universities do not have 
the same financial resources as the tech giants – necessity being the mother of 
invention. 
 
DeepSeek have released the source code and parameters (“weights”) for their model 
[https://github.com/deepseek-ai] under a permissive (MIT) licence that allows them to 
be reused and modified. However, they have apparently not released the associated 
training data. Their model is therefore only partially “open”, in a way similar to 
Western industry leaders’ second-tier (not best) LLMs, such as Meta’s Llama 2. This 
degree of openness sits halfway between fully closed models such as the top 
performing GPT models of OpenAI, and fully open models developed by academics 
and non-profits such as EleutherAI [https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-024-
08141-1]. 
 
Bloomberg reported that OpenAI and its major backer, Microsoft, have been 
investigating whether DeepSeek obtained data in an unauthorised manner, after 
observing some individuals exporting large amounts of data from OpenAI’s products. 
The Financial Times also reported that OpenAI said it had seen some evidence of 



so-called “distillation” of its own GPT model, which it suspects to be from DeepSeek, 
and would violate OpenAI’s terms of service. 
 
New York-based cybersecurity firm Wiz stated it has found a trove of sensitive data 
that DeepSeek inadvertently exposed to the open internet. Wiz stated that scans of 
DeepSeek's infrastructure showed that the company had accidentally left more than 
a million lines of data available unsecured. Those included digital software keys and 
chat logs that appeared to capture prompts being sent from users to the company's 
free AI assistant. 
 
 
FutureScot Media Enquiry  
 
Cleared: Minister for Public Finance, DG Corporate 
Main Official: Geoff Huggins 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 29 January 2025 16:49 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@futurescot.com> 
Subject: RE: SG response on DeepSeek guidance 
 
Hi [redacted S.38(1)(b)],  
To answer your further query, please see revised response below.  
Kind regards 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 
“The Scottish Government’s AI policy adheres to the framework published by the UK 
Government which sets out 10 principles to guide the safe, responsible and effective 
use of generative AI in government organisations. This includes compliance with the 
law including intellectual property, equalities implications, and fairness and data 
protection implications and security. It also includes the initial UK Government 
guidance on GenAI use which prohibits the use of classified or sensitive data in 
these tools.” 
 
Background 
In line with UK Government policy, there are currently no restrictions on staff use of 
DeepSeek and app download on Scottish Government devices, although the mobile 
app cannot access official data. Discussions on AI tools policy are ongoing with UK 
Government Cybersecurity and others. 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-framework-for-hmg 
 
Regarding the use of AI more broadly, beyond generative AI, the Scottish 
Government adheres to the principles set out in Scotland’s AI Strategy 
- www.scotlandaistrategy.com/  - and is committed to lead by example in the use of 
trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 
 
 



From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@futurescot.com>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 14:28 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: SG response on DeepSeek guidance 
 
Thanks [redacted S.38(1)(b)]. So, in essence, as long as the use of DeepSeek 
adheres to the 10 principles in the framework, it is permissible for Scottish 
Government staff to use it? I assume that means they can download the app to their 
devices as well? 
 
thanks 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Editor 
T: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
We are now on Bluesky!   
Twitter (X): FutureScot_News | LinkedIn: FutureScot 

 
  
Stay informed by subscribing to our newsletter! 
  
29 Jan 2025 16:53 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

 
Cleared by Minister for Public Finance, DG Corporate  
Main official: Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot> 
Copylist: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public 
Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local 
Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary 
for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Business 
<MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot>; Lesley Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>; DG 
Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy 
<ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins 
<Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce 
<Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Date: Tuesday, 28 January 2025 at 14:12 

https://futurescot.com/


To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@futurescot.com> 
Subject: SG response on DeepSeek guidance 
 
Hi [redacted S.38(1)(b)],  
Please see SG response on your DeepSeek guidance query below.  
Kind regards 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
  
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
  
“The Scottish Government’s generative AI policy adheres to the framework published 
by the UK Government which sets out 10 common principles to guide the safe, 
responsible and effective use of generative AI in government organisations. This 
includes compliance with the law including intellectual property, equalities 
implications, and fairness and data protection implications and security.” 
  
Background 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-framework-for-hmg 
Regarding the use of AI more broadly, beyond generative AI, the Scottish 
Government adheres to the principles set out in Scotland’s AI Strategy 
- https://www.scotlandaistrategy.com/  - and is committed to lead by example in the 
use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 
  
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] (she/her) 
News | Media Manager – Finance, Local Government and Corporate 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] | Portfolio Media inquiries: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
www.gov.scot/news  
  
 
**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely 
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying 
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended 
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform 
the sender immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in 
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those 
of the Scottish Government. 
********************************************************************** 
  
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Sent: 28 January 2025 14:08 
To: Minister for Public Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for 
Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: Lesley Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>; DG Corporate 



<dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; 
Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant 
<Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Minister clearance - DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 

 
Many thanks [redacted S.38(1)(b)]. I will issue the below response shortly. 

 
Kind regards 

 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 

 
“The Scottish Government’s generative AI policy adheres to the framework published 
by the UK Government which sets out 10 common principles to guide the safe, 
responsible and effective use of generative AI in government organisations. This 
includes compliance with the law including intellectual property, equalities 
implications, and fairness and data protection implications and security.” 

 
Background 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-framework-for-hmg 
Regarding the use of AI more broadly, beyond generative AI, the Scottish 
Government adheres to the principles set out in Scotland’s AI Strategy 
- https://www.scotlandaistrategy.com/  - and is committed to lead by example in the 
use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 

 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf 
Of Minister for Public Finance 
Sent: 28 January 2025 14:03 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public 
Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local 
Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary 
for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Business 
<MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: Lesley Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>; DG Corporate 
<dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 



<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; 
Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant 
<Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Minister clearance - DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 

 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)], 

 
Mr McKee has asked if we can add “and security” after “data protection” given it is in 
the UKG framework (Principle 3), and it talks to the point they are making about 
DeepSeek. 

 
Otherwise content to clear. 

 
Thanks, 

 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Private Secretary 
Minister for Public Finance 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 

 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 

 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Sent: 28 January 2025 12:36 
To: Minister for Public Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for 
Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: Lesley Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>; DG Corporate 
<dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; 
Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant 



<Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: For Minister clearance - DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 

 
For clearance – Minister for Public Finance 
For awareness – Cabinet Secretary Finance, Deputy First Minister, Minister for 
Business 

  
Good afternoon Mr McKee/ PO, 
 
We’ve received a call from FutureScot asking if there is any specific SG guidance on 
DeepSeek. 

 
With thanks to DG Corporate and Officials, we’ve agreed to respond with existing 
lines on AI policy. It has not been possible to receive Spad feedback. 

 
Grateful for your clearance, 

 
Kind regards 

 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

 
LINES 

 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 

 
“The Scottish Government’s generative AI policy adheres to the framework published 
by the UK Government which sets out 10 common principles to guide the safe, 
responsible and effective use of generative AI in government organisations. This 
includes compliance with the law including intellectual property, equalities 
implications, and fairness and data protection implications.” 

 
Background 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-framework-for-hmg 
Regarding the use of AI more broadly, beyond generative AI, the Scottish 
Government adheres to the principles set out in Scotland’s AI Strategy 
- https://www.scotlandaistrategy.com/  - and is committed to lead by example in the 
use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] (she/her) 
News | Media Manager – Finance, Local Government and Corporate 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Mobile: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] | Portfolio Media inquiries: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
www.gov.scot/news 
 

 
28 Jan 2025 14:12 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

 
 



 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 09:08 
To: Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Cyber Security 
Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views asap: FutureScot, DeepSeek guidance  
 
Thanks Tom, much appreciated. We may need to address DeepSeek directly at 
some point, but will propose these lines for the time being. Grateful for any further 
comments.  
Thanks,  
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 09:01 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Cyber Security 
Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views asap: FutureScot, DeepSeek guidance  
 
Good morning [redacted S.38(1)(b)], 
 
I think that response is appropriate. There are some implications of the recent news 
for our future activity, but nothing that I think will contradict published  SG strategies. 
 
Best 
Tom 
 
Dr Tom Wilkinson | Chief Data Officer 
Digital Directorate | Scottish Government  
 
My working pattern is Monday-Thursday and every other Friday 
 

 
 



From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 08:45 
To: Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Cyber Security 
Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: For policy views asap: FutureScot, DeepSeek guidance  
 
Good morning,  
 
We’ve received a call from FutureScot asking if there is any specific SG guidance on 
DeepSeek.  
 
I’ve drafted the below starter lines, based on similar previous queries. Is there 
anything specific we can add on DeepSeek?  
 
Thanks,  
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 
“The Scottish Government’s generative AI policy adheres to the framework published 
by the UK Government which sets out 10 common principles to guide the safe, 
responsible and effective use of generative AI in government organisations. This 
includes compliance with the law including intellectual property, equalities 
implications, and fairness and data protection implications.” 
 
Background 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-framework-for-hmg 
Regarding the use of AI more broadly, beyond generative AI, the Scottish 
Government adheres to the principles set out in Scotland’s AI Strategy 
- https://www.scotlandaistrategy.com/  - and is committed to lead by example in the 
use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 
 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
News | Media Manager – Finance, Local Government and Corporate 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] | Portfolio Media inquiries: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
www.gov.scot/news  
 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 10:30 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 



S.38(1)(b)]<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Cyber Security 
Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew 
Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: For SpAd views by 1130: FutureScot, DeepSeek guidance 
 
Hi SpAds,  
 
We’ve received a call from FutureScot asking if there is any specific SG guidance on 
DeepSeek.  
 
With thanks to Officials, we’d propose sharing our existing lines on AI policy. Any 
issues please let me know, we will seek corporate clearance at 1130.  
 
Thanks,  
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 
“The Scottish Government’s generative AI policy adheres to the framework published 
by the UK Government which sets out 10 common principles to guide the safe, 
responsible and effective use of generative AI in government organisations. This 
includes compliance with the law including intellectual property, equalities 
implications, and fairness and data protection implications.” 
 
Background 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-framework-for-hmg 
Regarding the use of AI more broadly, beyond generative AI, the Scottish 
Government adheres to the principles set out in Scotland’s AI Strategy 
- https://www.scotlandaistrategy.com/  - and is committed to lead by example in the 
use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 
 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
News | Media Manager – Finance, Local Government and Corporate 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] | Portfolio Media inquiries: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
www.gov.scot/news  
 
 
From: Lesley Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 12:29 



To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate 
<dgcorporate@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]<[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Cyber Security 
Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant 
<Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For DG Corporate clearance - DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Thanks [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
Yes content with the lines as drafted. 
 
For clearance, could you pls send to Mr McKee (who has PSR and SG 
transformation in his remit), cc CSLFG, DFM and Mr Lochead for awareness? 
 
Thanks 
 
L 
 
Lesley 
 
Lesley Fraser | she/her | Director General Corporate 
Scottish Government | [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
This mailbox is for my urgent personal attention only. Please send other mail to 
DGCorporate@gov.scot. I work Monday to Friday when the DG Corporate inbox is 
normally covered from 8.45am-5pm. If you need an urgent response outside those 
hours, please call or text. 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 12:23 
To: DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; Lesley Fraser 
<Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)]<[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Cyber Security 
Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant 



<Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: For DG Corporate clearance - DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Good afternoon Ms Fraser,  
 
We’ve received a call from FutureScot asking if there is any specific SG guidance on 
DeepSeek.  
 
With thanks to Officials, we’d propose sharing our existing lines on AI policy. It has 
not been possible to receive Spad view.  
 
Grateful for your clearance, and advice on whether further clearance required?  
Kind regards 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
LINES 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 
“The Scottish Government’s generative AI policy adheres to the framework published 
by the UK Government which sets out 10 common principles to guide the safe, 
responsible and effective use of generative AI in government organisations. This 
includes compliance with the law including intellectual property, equalities 
implications, and fairness and data protection implications.” 
 
Background 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-framework-for-hmg 
Regarding the use of AI more broadly, beyond generative AI, the Scottish 
Government adheres to the principles set out in Scotland’s AI Strategy 
- https://www.scotlandaistrategy.com/  - and is committed to lead by example in the 
use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] (she/her) 
News | Media Manager – Finance, Local Government and Corporate 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] | Portfolio Media inquiries: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
www.gov.scot/news  
 
From: Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 14:59 
To: Dave Watson <Dave.Watson@gov.scot>; Alan Gray <Alan.Gray4@gov.scot> 
Cc: AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Dave, Alan – please can I check with each of your respective areas how our policies 
an installing apps to SCOTS devices would apply in the case of DeepSeek – as per 
the media query below? 
 
Best 
Tom 
 



Dr Tom Wilkinson | Chief Data Officer 
Digital Directorate | Scottish Government  
 
My working pattern is Monday-Thursday and every other Friday 
 

 
 
From: Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 14:45 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson 
<Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Can you involve cyber and dave on the question of access on devices 
 
 
Geoff Huggins 
 
Chief Digital Officer 
Scottish Government 
 
(mobile) [redacted S.38(1)(b)] (Please text first if you are not likely to be in my 
contacts as I do not routinely answer calls from unknown numbers.) 
 
Please be aware [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot and [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot routinely read and deal with the correspondence in this 
mailbox. 
 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 14:44 
To: Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Cyber Security 
Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 



Good afternoon Tom, colleagues,  
 
Further to the lines provided, the Future Scot journalist has asked a follow up 
question.  
Grateful for your steer on response.  
Kind regards 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
 
QUERY 
So, in essence, as long as the use of DeepSeek adheres to the 10 principles in the 
framework, it is permissible for Scottish Government staff to use it?  
I assume that means they can download the app to their devices as well? 
 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] (she/her) 
News | Media Manager – Finance, Local Government and Corporate 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] | Portfolio Media inquiries: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
www.gov.scot/news  
 
 
Hi @Dave, grateful for your advice on below please,  
Many thanks 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 14:45 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson 
<Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Can you involve cyber and dave on the question of access on devices 
 
Geoff Huggins 
 
Chief Digital Officer 
Scottish Government 
 
(mobile) [redacted S.38(1)(b)] (Please text first if you are not likely to be in my 
contacts as I do not routinely answer calls from unknown numbers.) 
 



Please be aware [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot and [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot routinely read and deal with the correspondence in this 
mailbox. 
 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 14:44 
To: Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Cyber Security 
Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Good afternoon Tom, colleagues,  
 
Further to the lines provided, the Future Scot journalist has asked a follow up 
question.  
Grateful for your steer on response.  
Kind regards 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
 
QUERY 
So, in essence, as long as the use of DeepSeek adheres to the 10 principles in the 
framework, it is permissible for Scottish Government staff to use it?  
I assume that means they can download the app to their devices as well? 
 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] (she/her) 
News | Media Manager – Finance, Local Government and Corporate 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] | Portfolio Media inquiries: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
www.gov.scot/news  
 
 
Many thanks Dave and [redacted S.38(1)(b)].  
I’ve copied the lines issued earlier below which reference the UKG guidance on 
generative AI. If content, I’d suggest we provide the below response as information?  
Best wishes 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
SUGGEST 
There are currently no restrictions on accessing DeepSeek through a browser tool 
on Scottish Government devices. And the DeepSeek app can be installed on 
Android and Apple phones issued to Scottish Government staff. 



Staff are encouraged to use AI safely and appropriately as set out in policies 
including the UK Government guidance on generative AI.  
ISSUED LINES  
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 
“The Scottish Government’s generative AI policy adheres to the framework published 
by the UK Government which sets out 10 common principles to guide the safe, 
responsible and effective use of generative AI in government organisations. This 
includes compliance with the law including intellectual property, equalities 
implications, and fairness and data protection implications and security.” 
 
Background 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-framework-for-hmg 
Regarding the use of AI more broadly, beyond generative AI, the Scottish 
Government adheres to the principles set out in Scotland’s AI Strategy 
- https://www.scotlandaistrategy.com/  - and is committed to lead by example in the 
use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 
 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 17:19 
To: Dave Watson <Dave.Watson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson 
<Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; 
Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; Alan Gray 
<Alan.Gray4@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
All, 
 
Just adding in following a Teams message with Tom, point 10 of the 10 point plan 
refers people to using their own internal policy and our policy says the following – so 
does offer an additional level of guidance and protection. 
 
“Principle 10 directs users to their own organisation’s policies and guidance around 
the use of generative AI. In the Scottish Government this guidance remains in line 
with the previous UK Government guidance on generative AI. 
This guidance covers LLMs such as ChatGPT, Gemini and BLOOM, as well as 
systems generating images based on text, such as DALL-E, Stable Diffusion and 
Midjourney. 
The guidance states that you should never put sensitive information or personal data 
into these tools. 



The guidance also says: 
  

• with appropriate care and consideration, generative AI can be helpful and 
assist with your work (however, you should be cautious and circumspect in 
your approach) 

• you should never input information that is classified, sensitive or reveals the 
intent of government (that may not be in the public domain) into any of these 
tools 

• personal data should not be used without proper consideration of the risk and 
the relevant impact assessments or regulations being complied with  

• you should follow the principles of UK General Data Protection Regulation 
(UKGDPR) 

• output from generative AI is susceptible to bias and misinformation, which 
means they need to be checked thoroughly and cited appropriately 

These rules are essential for using AI safely. 
If you want to discuss specific examples of using AI, contact the AI policy team.” 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
 
From: Dave Watson <Dave.Watson@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 17:12 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins 
<Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; 
Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; Alan Gray 
<Alan.Gray4@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
I haven’t been able speak to Cyber colleagues – so I’d like Director Digital to review 
anything before it goes public. What I’ve written below is a statement of fact.  
 
“There are currently no restrictions on accessing DeepSeek through a browser tool 
on Scottish Government devices. And the DeepSeek app can be installed on 
Android and Apple phones issued to Scottish Government Staff.” 
 
Dave 
 
Deepseek is accessible via a standard browser on any laptop including SCOTS, and 
downloadable to mobile devices via the Apple and Android app stores. There are 
currently no restrictions on the use of Deepseek on Scottish Government devices. 



Dave Watson, Deputy Director for Technology Services| iTECS | Digital 
Directorate | Scottish Government  
Telephone: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
My normal working pattern is 37 hours Monday to Thursday - working in 
Saughton House on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
 
 

  
 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 16:05 
To: Dave Watson <Dave.Watson@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins 
<Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; 
Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Hi @Dave, grateful for your advice on below please,  
Many thanks 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 14:45 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson 
<Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Can you involve cyber and dave on the question of access on devices 
 



Geoff Huggins 
 
Chief Digital Officer 
Scottish Government 
(mobile) [redacted S.38(1)(b)] (Please text first if you are not likely to be in my 
contacts as I do not routinely answer calls from unknown numbers.) 
 
Please be aware [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot and [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot routinely read and deal with the correspondence in this 
mailbox. 
 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 14:44 
To: Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Cyber Security 
Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Good afternoon Tom, colleagues,  
 
Further to the lines provided, the Future Scot journalist has asked a follow up 
question.  
Grateful for your steer on response.  
Kind regards 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
 
QUERY 
So, in essence, as long as the use of DeepSeek adheres to the 10 principles in the 
framework, it is permissible for Scottish Government staff to use it?  
I assume that means they can download the app to their devices as well? 
 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] (she/her) 
News | Media Manager – Finance, Local Government and Corporate 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] | Portfolio Media inquiries: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
www.gov.scot/news  
 
In the background you might shorten to simply saying are treating in line with other 
AI products. 
 
 



Geoff Huggins 
 
Chief Digital Officer 
Scottish Government 
(mobile) [redacted S.38(1)(b)] (Please text first if you are not likely to be in my 
contacts as I do not routinely answer calls from unknown numbers.) 
 
Please be aware [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot and [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot routinely read and deal with the correspondence in this 
mailbox. 
 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 29 January 2025 12:20 
To: Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; 
Dave Watson <Dave.Watson@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Good afternoon all,  
 
With thanks to Geoff for discussion. Comms would suggest the following addition to 
the original response which went to the journalist – See yellow highlight.  
Would be grateful for any views prior to 13:30 when I will share up for further 
clearance.  
Kind regards 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
RESPONSE 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
“The Scottish Government’s AI policy adheres to the framework published by the UK 
Government which sets out 10 principles to guide the safe, responsible and effective 
use of generative AI in government organisations. This includes compliance with the 
law including intellectual property, equalities implications, and fairness and data 
protection implications and security.” 
Background 
In line with UK Government policy, there are currently no restrictions on staff use of 
DeepSeek and app download on Scottish Government devices. Discussions on AI 
tools policy are ongoing with UK Government Cybersecurity and others. 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-framework-for-hmg 
Regarding the use of AI more broadly, beyond generative AI, the Scottish 
Government adheres to the principles set out in Scotland’s AI Strategy 



- https://www.scotlandaistrategy.com/  - and is committed to lead by example in the 
use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 
  
From: Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>  
Sent: 29 January 2025 10:31 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson 
<Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant 
<Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; Dave Watson 
<Dave.Watson@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Couple of things – it runs in browser so we would need to block; I have reached out 
to UKG for a position 
 
 
Geoff Huggins 
 
Chief Digital Officer 
Scottish Government 
 
(mobile) [redacted S.38(1)(b)] (Please text first if you are not likely to be in my 
contacts as I do not routinely answer calls from unknown numbers.) 
 
Please be aware [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot and [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot routinely read and deal with the correspondence in this 
mailbox. 
 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 29 January 2025 10:24 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson 
<Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Cyber Security 
Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew 
Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; Dave Watson <Dave.Watson@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 



 
Hi [redacted S.38(1)(b)], 
 
As it stands, we do not have a policy position specifically related to this particular 
provider, as a result the standard guidance would apply. 
 
Dave Watson can better comment around the ability to download to devices, but any 
software that is to be deployed onto the SCOTS Laptops, would be subject to a full 
security review and packaging exercise beforehand. 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]. 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] (CISM) 
Deputy CISO 
 
From: Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 14:45 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson 
<Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Can you involve cyber and dave on the question of access on devices 
 
Geoff Huggins 
 
Chief Digital Officer 
Scottish Government 
 
(mobile) [redacted S.38(1)(b)] (Please text first if you are not likely to be in my 
contacts as I do not routinely answer calls from unknown numbers.) 
 
Please be aware [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot and [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot routinely read and deal with the correspondence in this 
mailbox. 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 14:44 
To: Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Cyber Security 
Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 



Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Good afternoon Tom, colleagues,  
 
Further to the lines provided, the Future Scot journalist has asked a follow up 
question.  
Grateful for your steer on response.  
Kind regards 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
QUERY 
So, in essence, as long as the use of DeepSeek adheres to the 10 principles in the 
framework, it is permissible for Scottish Government staff to use it?  
I assume that means they can download the app to their devices as well? 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] (she/her) 
News | Media Manager – Finance, Local Government and Corporate 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] | Portfolio Media inquiries: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
www.gov.scot/news  
 
Many thanks Tom, I’ve slightly tweaked below for clarity.  
Geoff – I’ve left the DeepSeek reference in as the journalist has specifically asked 
about that, over other products.  
Kind regards 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
RESPONSE 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 
“The Scottish Government’s AI policy adheres to the framework published by the UK 
Government which sets out 10 principles to guide the safe, responsible and effective 
use of generative AI in government organisations. This includes compliance with the 
law including intellectual property, equalities implications, and fairness and data 
protection implications and security. It also includes the initial UK Government 
guidance on GenAI use which prohibits the use of classified or sensitive data in 
these tools.” 
 
Background 
In line with UK Government policy, there are currently no restrictions on staff use of 
DeepSeek and app download on Scottish Government devices, although the mobile 
app cannot access official data. Discussions on AI tools policy are ongoing with UK 
Government Cybersecurity and others. 
 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-framework-for-hmg 



Regarding the use of AI more broadly, beyond generative AI, the Scottish 
Government adheres to the principles set out in Scotland’s AI Strategy 
- https://www.scotlandaistrategy.com/  - and is committed to lead by example in the 
use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 
From: Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>  
Sent: 29 January 2025 12:35 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins 
<Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy 
<ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cyber Security Unit 
<cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; 
Dave Watson <Dave.Watson@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Strictly speaking, there seems to be a partial technical restriction on use of the 
DeepSeek app, so that after download it can’t be used with data from SCOTS on a 
mobile device. If the website is accessible on SCOTS, then I expect there won’t be a 
way to restrict copying SCOTS data into it. One interpretation of the proposed 
response is accurate. 
 
We could also clarify in our response, that because the 10th principle extends to our 
local guidance in SG, there is also additional restriction that follows the original UKG 
guidance on GenAI use. 
 
I’ve suggested some tweaks in line below. 
 
Best 
Tom 
 
Dr Tom Wilkinson | Chief Data Officer 
Digital Directorate | Scottish Government  
 
My working pattern is Monday-Thursday and every other Friday 
 

 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 29 January 2025 12:20 
To: Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 



S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; 
Dave Watson <Dave.Watson@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Good afternoon all,  
 
With thanks to Geoff for discussion. Comms would suggest the following addition to 
the original response which went to the journalist – See yellow highlight.  
Would be grateful for any views prior to 13:30 when I will share up for further 
clearance.  
Kind regards 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
RESPONSE 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
“The Scottish Government’s AI policy adheres to the framework published by the UK 
Government which sets out 10 principles to guide the safe, responsible and effective 
use of generative AI in government organisations. This includes compliance with the 
law including intellectual property, equalities implications, and fairness and data 
protection implications and security. For Scottish Government this also continues to 
include initial UK Government guidance on GenAI use, prohibiting the use of 
classified or sensitive data in these tools.” 
Background 
In line with UK Government policy, there are currently no restrictions on staff use of 
DeepSeek and app download on Scottish Government devices, although the mobile 
app cannot access official data. Discussions on AI tools policy are ongoing with UK 
Government Cybersecurity and others. 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-framework-for-hmg 
Regarding the use of AI more broadly, beyond generative AI, the Scottish 
Government adheres to the principles set out in Scotland’s AI Strategy 
- https://www.scotlandaistrategy.com/  - and is committed to lead by example in the 
use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 
  
 
From: Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>  
Sent: 29 January 2025 10:31 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson 
<Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant 



<Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; Dave Watson 
<Dave.Watson@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Couple of things – it runs in browser so we would need to block; I have reached out 
to UKG for a position 
 
Geoff Huggins 
 
Chief Digital Officer 
Scottish Government 
 
(mobile) [redacted S.38(1)(b)] (Please text first if you are not likely to be in my 
contacts as I do not routinely answer calls from unknown numbers.) 
 
Please be aware [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot and [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot routinely read and deal with the correspondence in this 
mailbox. 
 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 29 January 2025 10:24 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson 
<Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Cyber Security 
Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew 
Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; Dave Watson <Dave.Watson@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Hi [redacted S.38(1)(b)], 
 
As it stands, we do not have a policy position specifically related to this particular 
provider, as a result the standard guidance would apply. 
 
Dave Watson can better comment around the ability to download to devices, but any 
software that is to be deployed onto the SCOTS Laptops, would be subject to a full 
security review and packaging exercise beforehand. 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]. 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] (CISM) 
Deputy CISO 
 



From: Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 14:45 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson 
<Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Can you involve cyber and dave on the question of access on devices 
 
Geoff Huggins 
 
Chief Digital Officer 
Scottish Government 
 
(mobile) [redacted S.38(1)(b)] (Please text first if you are not likely to be in my 
contacts as I do not routinely answer calls from unknown numbers.) 
 
Please be aware [redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot and [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot routinely read and deal with the correspondence in this 
mailbox. 
 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 14:44 
To: Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; Cyber Security 
Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: For policy views - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Good afternoon Tom, colleagues,  
 
Further to the lines provided, the Future Scot journalist has asked a follow up 
question.  
Grateful for your steer on response.  
Kind regards 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
 



QUERY 
So, in essence, as long as the use of DeepSeek adheres to the 10 principles in the 
framework, it is permissible for Scottish Government staff to use it?  
I assume that means they can download the app to their devices as well? 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] (she/her) 
News | Media Manager – Finance, Local Government and Corporate 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] | Portfolio Media inquiries: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
www.gov.scot/news  
 
Good afternoon Spads,  
 
We’ve received a follow up query from FutureScot following the lines issued 
yesterday. 
With thanks to officials, we’ve agreed additions in yellow to answer the query. 
 
Grateful for any views prior to 15.00 when I will share with DG Corporate.  
 
Many thanks 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
RESPONSE 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
“The Scottish Government’s AI policy adheres to the framework published by the UK 
Government which sets out 10 principles to guide the safe, responsible and effective 
use of generative AI in government organisations. This includes compliance with the 
law including intellectual property, equalities implications, and fairness and data 
protection implications and security. It also includes the initial UK Government 
guidance on GenAI use which prohibits the use of classified or sensitive data in 
these tools.” 
Background 
In line with UK Government policy, there are currently no restrictions on staff use of 
DeepSeek and app download on Scottish Government devices, although the mobile 
app cannot access official data. Discussions on AI tools policy are ongoing with UK 
Government Cybersecurity and others. 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-framework-for-hmg 
Regarding the use of AI more broadly, beyond generative AI, the Scottish 
Government adheres to the principles set out in Scotland’s AI Strategy 
- https://www.scotlandaistrategy.com/  - and is committed to lead by example in the 
use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 
QUERY 
So, in essence, as long as the use of DeepSeek adheres to the 10 principles in the 
framework, it is permissible for Scottish Government staff to use it?  
I assume that means they can download the app to their devices as well? 
 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] (she/her) 
News | Media Manager – Finance, Local Government and Corporate 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] | Portfolio Media inquiries: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  



www.gov.scot/news  
 
 
Hi [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
Thanks again to colleagues for preparing these lines. 
 
Yes – content, including the proposed clearance route. 
 
Thanks 
 
L 
 
Lesley 
 
Lesley Fraser | she/her | Director General Corporate 
Scottish Government | [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
This mailbox is for my urgent personal attention only. Please send other mail to 
DGCorporate@gov.scot. I work Monday to Friday when the DG Corporate inbox is 
normally covered from 8.45am-5pm. If you need an urgent response outside those 
hours, please call or text. 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 29 January 2025 15:31 
To: DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; Lesley Fraser 
<Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins 
<Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy 
<ai@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Cyber Security Unit 
<cybersecurity@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce 
<Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; Dave Watson <Dave.Watson@gov.scot> 
Subject: For DG Corporate clearance - Follow up on DeepSeek guidance- 
FutureScot query 
 
Good afternoon Ms Fraser,  
 
We’ve received a follow up query from FutureScot following the lines issued 
yesterday. 
With thanks to officials, we’ve agreed additions in yellow to answer the query. It has 
not been possible to receive spad feedback in the time.  
 



I would be grateful for your clearance, prior to seeking clearance from the Minister 
for Public Finance (cc to Cabinet Secretary Finance, Deputy First Minister and 
Minister for Business) 
 
Many thanks 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
 
RESPONSE 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
“The Scottish Government’s AI policy adheres to the framework published by the UK 
Government which sets out 10 principles to guide the safe, responsible and effective 
use of generative AI in government organisations. This includes compliance with the 
law including intellectual property, equalities implications, and fairness and data 
protection implications and security. It also includes the initial UK Government 
guidance on GenAI use which prohibits the use of classified or sensitive data in 
these tools.” 
Background 
In line with UK Government policy, there are currently no restrictions on staff use of 
DeepSeek and app download on Scottish Government devices, although the mobile 
app cannot access official data. Discussions on AI tools policy are ongoing with UK 
Government Cybersecurity and others. 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-framework-for-hmg 
Regarding the use of AI more broadly, beyond generative AI, the Scottish 
Government adheres to the principles set out in Scotland’s AI Strategy 
- https://www.scotlandaistrategy.com/  - and is committed to lead by example in the 
use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 
QUERY 
So, in essence, as long as the use of DeepSeek adheres to the 10 principles in the 
framework, it is permissible for Scottish Government staff to use it?  
I assume that means they can download the app to their devices as well? 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] (she/her) 
News | Media Manager – Finance, Local Government and Corporate 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] | Portfolio Media inquiries: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
www.gov.scot/news  
 
Many thanks [redacted S.38(1)(b)], will issue now.  
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
Minister for Public Finance 
Sent: 29 January 2025 16:46 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public 
Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local 
Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary 
for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Business 
<MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: Lesley Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>; DG Corporate 



<dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; 
Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant 
<Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Minister clearance - DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot follow up 
query 
 
Hi [redacted S.38(1)(b)], 
 
Mr Mckee is content. 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Private Secretary 
Minister for Public Finance  
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 29 January 2025 15:47 
To: Minister for Public Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for 
Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: Lesley Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>; DG Corporate 
<dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; 
Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 



S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant 
<Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: For Minister clearance - DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot follow up query 
 
For clearance – Minister for Public Finance 
For awareness – Cabinet Secretary Finance, Deputy First Minister, Minister for 
Business 
 
Good afternoon Mr McKee/ PO,  
 
We’ve received a follow up query from FutureScot following the lines issued 
yesterday (chain below). 
With thanks to DG Corporate and officials, we’ve agreed additions to lines and 
background to answer the query. It has not been possible to receive spad feedback 
in the time.  
 
I would be grateful for your clearance.  
 
Many thanks 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
 
RESPONSE 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
“The Scottish Government’s AI policy adheres to the framework published by the UK 
Government which sets out 10 principles to guide the safe, responsible and effective 
use of generative AI in government organisations. This includes compliance with the 
law including intellectual property, equalities implications, and fairness and data 
protection implications and security. It also includes the initial UK Government 
guidance on GenAI use which prohibits the use of classified or sensitive data in 
these tools.” 
Background 
In line with UK Government policy, there are currently no restrictions on staff use of 
DeepSeek and app download on Scottish Government devices, although the mobile 
app cannot access official data. Discussions on AI tools policy are ongoing with UK 
Government Cybersecurity and others. 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-framework-for-hmg 
Regarding the use of AI more broadly, beyond generative AI, the Scottish 
Government adheres to the principles set out in Scotland’s AI Strategy 
- https://www.scotlandaistrategy.com/  - and is committed to lead by example in the 
use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 
QUERY 
So, in essence, as long as the use of DeepSeek adheres to the 10 principles in the 
framework, it is permissible for Scottish Government staff to use it?  
I assume that means they can download the app to their devices as well? 
 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 14:08 



To: Minister for Public Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for 
Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: Lesley Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>; DG Corporate 
<dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; 
Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant 
<Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Minister clearance - DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
Many thanks [redacted S.38(1)(b)]. I will issue the below response shortly.  
Kind regards 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 
“The Scottish Government’s generative AI policy adheres to the framework published 
by the UK Government which sets out 10 common principles to guide the safe, 
responsible and effective use of generative AI in government organisations. This 
includes compliance with the law including intellectual property, equalities 
implications, and fairness and data protection implications and security.” 
 
Background 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-framework-for-hmg 
Regarding the use of AI more broadly, beyond generative AI, the Scottish 
Government adheres to the principles set out in Scotland’s AI Strategy 
- https://www.scotlandaistrategy.com/  - and is committed to lead by example in the 
use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 
 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
Minister for Public Finance 
Sent: 28 January 2025 14:03 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public 
Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local 
Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary 
for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for Business 
<MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: Lesley Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>; DG Corporate 
<dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 



S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; 
Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant 
<Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Minister clearance - DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)], 
 
Mr McKee has asked if we can add “and security” after “data protection” given it is in 
the UKG framework (Principle 3), and it talks to the point they are making about 
DeepSeek. 
 
Otherwise content to clear.  
 
Thanks, 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Private Secretary 
Minister for Public Finance  
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
 
From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 28 January 2025 12:36 
To: Minister for Public Finance <MinisterPF@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance & Local Government <CabSecFLG@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy & Gaelic <DFMCSEG@gov.scot>; Minister for 
Business <MinisterforBusiness@gov.scot> 
Cc: Lesley Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>; DG Corporate 
<dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 
S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Tom Wilkinson <Tom.Wilkinson@gov.scot>; [redacted 
S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; AI Data Policy <ai@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins <Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; 
Cyber Security Unit <cybersecurity@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted 



S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] <[redacted S.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant 
<Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Subject: For Minister clearance - DeepSeek guidance- FutureScot query 
 
For clearance – Minister for Public Finance 
For awareness – Cabinet Secretary Finance, Deputy First Minister, Minister for 
Business 
 
Good afternoon Mr McKee/ PO,  
 
We’ve received a call from FutureScot asking if there is any specific SG guidance on 
DeepSeek.  
 
With thanks to DG Corporate and Officials, we’ve agreed to respond with existing 
lines on AI policy. It has not been possible to receive Spad feedback.  
 
Grateful for your clearance,  
 
Kind regards 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
 
LINES 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 
“The Scottish Government’s generative AI policy adheres to the framework published 
by the UK Government which sets out 10 common principles to guide the safe, 
responsible and effective use of generative AI in government organisations. This 
includes compliance with the law including intellectual property, equalities 
implications, and fairness and data protection implications.” 
 
Background 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-framework-for-hmg 
Regarding the use of AI more broadly, beyond generative AI, the Scottish 
Government adheres to the principles set out in Scotland’s AI Strategy 
- https://www.scotlandaistrategy.com/  - and is committed to lead by example in the 
use of trustworthy, ethical and inclusive AI. 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)] (she/her) 
News | Media Manager – Finance, Local Government and Corporate 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] | Portfolio Media inquiries: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]  
www.gov.scot/news  


