ANNEX B

INFORMATION FOR RELEASE

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 23 February 2023 11:04

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: RE: Meeting re Later Stage Abortions

Hi <Redacted>
Nice to meet you virtually!

If you let me know your availability then | am happy to organise a meeting.

Kind regards,

<Redacted>

Blood Donation and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@gov.scot

From: <Redacted>

Sent: 22 February 2023 16:54

To: <Redacted> ; <Redacted>; <Redacted>
Cc: <Redacted>

Subject: Meeting re Later Stage Abortions

Hi <Redacted>, <Redacted>& <Redacted>
| hope you are all well.

| am introducing you all to my colleague <Redacted> cc’d who has been asked by
our medical team to coordinate a meeting with you to discuss the above.

Kind Regards
<Redacted>

<Redacted>



Programme Manager - National Planning
National Services Division - NHS National Services Scotland

Meridian Court | 5 Cadogan Street | Glasgow | G2 6QE
Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Chat with me in Teams

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Please note that | work from home.

This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iif) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.

From: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 28 February 2023 14:13

To: <Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted>@bpas.org; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted>@bpas.org; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>;
<Redacted>@bpas.org

Subject: RE: Later stage service provision

Dear All

| have now sent an MS Teams calendar invite to <Redacted>, <Redacted>,
<Redacted> and <Redacted> for 15 March — 1pm-2pm.

<Redacted>, if you should also be invited, please let me know.
Many thanks

Kindest regards

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Executive Assistant

National Specialist and Screening Directorate (NSD)

Procurement, Commissioning and Facilities
NHS National Services Scotland



Gyle Square

1 South Gyle Crescent
Edinburgh

EH12 9EB

<Redacted>@nhs.scot
Tel: <Redacted>
http://www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk/

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

NHS National Services Scotland is the common name for the Common Services
Agency for the Scottish Health Service. www.nhsnss.org

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Sent: 28 February 2023 13:12

To: <Redacted>; <Redacted>@bpas.org; <Redacted>

Cc: <Redacted>@bpas.org; <Redacted> ; <Redacted>@bpas.org
Subject: RE: Later stage service provision

Hi <Redacted>,

Sorry —there is to be two separate meetings being arranged here. The first with
Scottish Government and NSD to talk broadly about the specification development,
this is the meeting that has been set for next Monday.

The second one is for <Redacted> to have with BPAS — with <Redacted> — and |
can join that as well if that is needed or helpful. That meeting will be to discuss the
system BPAS use in England and what a service in Scotland might look like.
<Redacted> has shared their availability below so you can agree a time with
<Redacted> for that meeting.

Hope that clarifies,

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh

From: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Sent: 28 February 2023 12:56
To: <Redacted><<Redacted>@bpas.org>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
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Cc: <Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@bpas.org>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@bpas.org>

Subject: RE: Later stage service provision

The meeting has been set for Monday, 6 March at 9.30am
| met with <Redacted>this morning re this.

<Redacted>have you to be included in this invite? <Redacted>, <Redacted>and
<Redacted>have been invited.

| will arrange a 1-1 meeting for <Redacted>and <Redacted>as well.
Regards
<Redacted>

From: <Redacted><<Redacted>@bpas.org>

Sent: 28 February 2023 12:08

To: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@bpas.org>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@bpas.org>

Subject: RE: Later stage service provision

Thanks <Redacted>.

It would be useful to know from <Redacted>who it might be useful to invite to the
meeting. | think our Medical Director, <Redacted>, would be sensible to include, as
well as <Redacted>our National Business Development Director who works on
service specs and contracting across the country. Their diaries are a little less
flexible than mine unfortunately — a quick look suggests potentially:

- 4:30pm, Thursday 2" March

- 12pm, Wednesday 8" March

- 10am, Tuesday 14" March

- Between 1pm and 4pm, Wednesday 15" March

All the best,
<Redacted>

<Redacted>
Chief of Staff

Tel: <Redacted>
E-mail: <Redacted>@bpas.org

Follow us on Twitter
Read our privacy notice



BPASEE

Supportihg pregnancy choices. Trusting women to decide.

From: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 28 February 2023 10:38

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted><<Redacted>@bpas.org>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@bpas.org>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Later stage service provision

CAUTION: External mail: consider risks before opening files/links.
Dear All

| have a Teams catch up with <Redacted>at 11.30am today for us to source a
date/time for this meeting.

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Executive Assistant

National Specialist and Screening Directorate (NSD)
Procurement, Commissioning and Facilities

NHS National Services Scotland

Gyle Square

1 South Gyle Crescent

Edinburgh

EH12 9EB

<Redacted>@nhs.scot
Tel: <Redacted>
http://www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk/

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

NHS National Services Scotland is the common name for the Common Services
Agency for the Scottish Health Service. www.nhsnss.org

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 28 February 2023 10:33

To: <Redacted>@bpas.org

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted>@bpas.org; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: RE: Later stage service provision
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Hi <Redacted>,

It would be really useful for us to catch up by MS Teams if that might be possible and
| have copied in my PA <Redacted> to see if we can arrange a time for a chat?

| look forward to meeting up.
Kind Regards,
<Redacted>

<Redacted>
National Medical Advisor for Specialist Healthcare Commissioning, National
Networks & National Planning

NHS National Services Scotland
Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

NHS National Services Scotland is the common name for the Common Services
Agency for the Scottish Health Service. www.nhsnss.org

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 28 February 2023 10:19

To: <Redacted>@bpas.org; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted>@bpas.org
Subject: Later stage service provision

Hi <Redacted>
| hope you are well.

Just a quick email to introduce you to <Redacted> from National Services Scotland
(NSS) who is taking forward work on the provision of later stage abortion within
Scotland. From our previous conversations | know you are keen to discuss how you
might support abortion services in Scotland especially at later gestations.

Hopefully you and <Redacted>can find a time to meet to discuss this in a bit more
detail.

Kind regards,

<Redacted>

Blood Donation and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@gov.scot



kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkhkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkx

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.

*kkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkhkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkkkkkkkhkkkx

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 28 February 2023 21:14

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Subject: RE: later stage abortion

Hi <Redacted>

Thank you for the update ,I would be grateful if <Redacted> was included in these
discussion please

Kind regards <Redacted>

<Redacted>
Director of National Specialist Services & Screening Division
NHS National Services Scotland

PA :- <Redacted>

Gyle Square

1 South Gyle Crescent
Edinburgh EH12 9EB
M:- 07792 347 356

Email:- <Redacted>@nhs.scot

From: <Redacted>

Sent: 28 February 2023 09:48

To: <Redacted>

Cc: <Redacted>; <Redacted> ; <Redacted> ; <Redacted>
Subject: RE: later stage abortion

Hi <Redacted>,



<Redacted> is currently in the process of setting up a meeting with <Redacted>
and colleagues in SG for <Redacted> and | to meet with them to discuss next steps.

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
National Medical Advisor for Specialist Healthcare Commissioning, National
Networks & National Planning

NHS National Services Scotland
Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

NHS National Services Scotland is the common name for the Common Services
Agency for the Scottish Health Service. www.nhsnss.org

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 14 February 2023 22:53

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: later stage abortion

Hi folks is there an update on this coming to SMG clinical
Kind regards <Redacted>

<Redacted>
Director of National Specialist Services & Screening Division
NHS National Services Scotland

PA :- <Redacted>
Gyle Square

1 South Gyle Crescent
Edinburgh EH12 9EB
M:- 07792 347 356

Email:- <Redacted>@nhs.scot

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 14 February 2023 13:07

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: RE: later stage abortion

Hi <Redacted>

| hope you are well.



Following up on the below email, would you be able to confirm the timings for
drafting the specification? Also, <Redacted>from BPAS has offered to provide you
with details of the services they provide — | can ask for this information to be passed
onto you or | can make an email introduction if preferrable.

Kind regards,

<Redacted>

Blood Donation and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@gov.scot

From: <Redacted>

Sent: 07 February 2023 10:57

To: '<Redacted>' <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>;
<Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: RE: later stage abortion

Hi <Redacted>

| have attached the paper submitted to the National Planning Executive, SAMD and
the most recent paper written on what a national service might look like — this is from
2016.

We were advised that you would draft the specification through engagement with
Health Boards as we don’t currently fully understand what the situation on the
ground is, and of course we are happy to help with that. We know that around 60
women per year travel to England to access later stage abortions, additionally there
is a small number of women who accessing later stage abortion locally where a fetal
anomaly is present - less than 1% of all abortions performed within Scotland. For
reference, just under 14,000 abortions are carried out in Scotland each year, more
details of which can be access through PHS termination data.

It's possibly worth noting that England and Wales predominately provide abortion
care through commissioned private providers compared with here where abortion
care is provided by exclusively by NHS Health Boards in Scotland with the exception
of later stage abortions under ground C of the abortion act. Also, based on recent
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figures there were around 215,000 abortions carried out in England and Wales last
year which is significantly more than Scotland, but can be accounted for through
population size.

Kind regards,

<Redacted>

Blood Donation and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@gov.scot

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 07 February 2023 10:18

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>;
<Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: RE: later stage abortion

Hi <Redacted>,

In order to help us start to scope out some form of specification or proposal | wonder
if you have any policy documents regarding abortion and likely population needs etc.
There is an NHS England specification which will probably form the basis of the
piece but would be useful to see the Scottish perspective.

Thanks,

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

National Medical Advisor for Specialist Healthcare Commissioning, National

Networks & National Planning

NHS National Services Scotland
Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

NHS National Services Scotland is the common name for the Common Services
Agency for the Scottish Health Service. www.nhsnss.org

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 07 February 2023 09:48
To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
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<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: RE: later stage abortion

Hi <Redacted>
| hope you are well.

Following up on the below email, | just wanted to confirm whether you need anything
further from us?

Kind regards,

<Redacted>

Blood Donation and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@gov.scot

From: <Redacted>

Sent: 31 January 2023 13:17

To: '<Redacted>' <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: RE: later stage abortion

Hi <Redacted>

SAMD agreed for the work to be progressed, but recognised there are some
challenges especially around finding a willing host Board and staffing.

Kind regards,

<Redacted>

Blood Donation and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@gov.scot
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From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 31 January 2023 13:06

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: RE: later stage abortion

Thanks <Redacted>

| haven’t heard an update from SAMD . Whats the position ?

<Redacted>
Associate Director National Planning & Specialist Services
National Services Scotland

PA - <Redacted>
<Redacted>@nhs.scot

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 31 January 2023 11:27

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: later stage abortion

Hi All,

Further to the SAMD meeting last week, | just want to confirm that you don’t need
anything further from us at this stage? | think someone had mentioned a further
application might be needed for work NSS to start work on a specification, we
previously submitted an application through the portal.

Kind regards,

<Redacted>

Blood Donation and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@gov.scot
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.
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From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 06 March 2023 10:20

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: Meeting re Later Stage Abortions - NSD & SG Policy

Hi <Redacted>
Please could you link with <Redacted>around availability for <Redacted> and
<Redacted> to propose some dates for a meeting in 1 month regarding Later Stage

Abortions.

| have copied in all colleagues who need to be involved as well as myself as this was
an action for a meeting this morning.

Please could you also send <Redacted> a copy of the Stage 2 application
guestions.

Thank you

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Programme Manager - National Planning

National Services Division - NHS National Services Scotland
Meridian Court | 5 Cadogan Street | Glasgow | G2 6QE
Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot
Chat with me in Teams
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www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Please note that | work from home.

This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iii) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@MSIChoices.org.uk>

Sent: 06 March 2023 12:25

To: <Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted>@nhs.scot;
<Redacted>@nhs.scot; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@MSIChoices.org.uk>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] NSS meeting with MSI on late terminations

Many thanks for the introductions <Redacted>

<Redacted> and <Redacted> | look forward to meeting with you my colleague
<Redacted> in the near future

Best wishes

<Redacted> — Head of Business Development

S0 T +<Redacted> MSI Reproductive

FF I' M SI <Redacted>@msichoices.org.uk Choices

Nt oo r e www.msichoices.org.uk 1 Conway Street
Fitzroy Square

REPRODUCTIVE

CHOICES v {6 in| London W1T 6LP

United Kingdom
We provide high-quality reproductive healthcare to people in the UK
Read more about our work here.

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Sent: 06 March 2023 11:58

To: <Redacted>@nhs.scot; <Redacted>@nhs.scot; <Redacted> ; <Redacted>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NSS meeting with MSI on late terminations

Hi <Redacted>, <Redacted>,

As you continue to develop the specification for later stage abortions within Scotland,
it will be helpful for <Redacted> to meet with <Redacted> and <Redacted> at MSI
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https://msichoices.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/MSIChoices
https://www.facebook.com/MSIchoicesUK
https://www.instagram.com/msichoices/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/msi-reproductive-choices-uk/

(previously Marie Stopes) who also deliver late term abortions in England along with
BPAS.

| thought helpful to introduce <Redacted> with <Redacted> and <Redacted> to set
up a meeting to further discuss the system in England, how MSI’s service looks on
the ground for delivering late term abortions, what sort of staffing levels are required
and costs of delivering this service.

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh
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From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 06 March 2023 12:47

To: <Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Later stage abortions - development of NSS specification -
engagement with SACP

Thank you for doing this <Redacted> — really helpful.
Nice you see you this morning

Thanks again and speak soon.

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Programme Manager - National Planning

National Services Division - NHS National Services Scotland
Meridian Court | 5 Cadogan Street | Glasgow | G2 6QE
Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Chat with me in Teams

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk

www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot
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Please note that | work from home.

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Sent: 06 March 2023 12:11

To: <Redacted>; <Redacted>; <Redacted>; <Redacted> (NHS Forth Valley) ;
<Redacted>; <Redacted>; <Redacted> (NHS FIFE) ; <Redacted>; <Redacted>;
<Redacted>; <Redacted> (NHS Orkney) ; <Redacted> (NHS Forth Valley) ;
<Redacted>; <Redacted> (NHS Borders) ; <Redacted> (NHS Grampian) ;
<Redacted> ; <Redacted> (NHS DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY) ; <Redacted>
(NHS Highland) ; <Redacted>; <Redacted> (NHS DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY) ;
Cousins, <Redacted> ; <Redacted>; <Redacted>; <Redacted> (NHS Highland) ;
<Redacted>

Cc: <Redacted> ; <Redacted>@gov.scot; <Redacted> ; <Redacted> ;
<Redacted> ; <Redacted>@gov.scot

Subject: Later stage abortions - development of NSS specification - engagement
with SACP

Good afternoon all,

| hope you are all doing well and enjoyed the conference the other week!

As you will know, at the conference | confirmed that the Scottish Government has
commissioned National Specialist Services to develop a specification on providing
late stage terminations within Scotland. NSS are keen to work with the Scottish
Government along with providers to develop this specification, and would therefore
be keen to meet with yourselves as experts on the requirements needed — and the
challenges faced — to deliver this service. | therefore wanted to introduce you to the
NSS team working on this specification in copy.

<Redacted>, copied, is hoping to plan an engagement session with yourselves to
gain some insight into what a service could and should look like on the ground, and
help with the development of the specification as we move forward.

If you would be keen to join this conversation, please respond to this email and
<Redacted> will move forward with proposing some dates to meet, likely in around a
month’s time.

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate

Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iif) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.
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From: nss nationalplanning <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>

Sent: 06 March 2023 12:41

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>

Subject: Action Note - Late Stage Abortion Meeting - 06/03/23

Hi All
Please find below a short action note from our meeting this morning as well as an
action tracker attached. Should you have any comments or changes please let me

know.

ACTION NOTE - Late Stage Abortion Meeting (NSD/SG Policy) 6" March 2023

Present

<Redacted> - Medical Director, NSD

<Redacted> - National Medical Advisor, NSD

<Redacted> - Associate Director, National Planning & Specialist Services, NSD
<Redacted> - Programme Manager, National Planning, NSD

<Redacted> - Abortion Policy Team Leader, SG

<Redacted> - Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy, SG

Progress to date and current position (summarised by <Redacted>):

- this is a policy priority for SG to repatriate the service to Scotland

- the current situation is that this is some boards in Scotland provide the service
- only where there are complex medical needs/foetal abnormality

- the other patients are sent to London - BPAS

- apaper was tabled at SAMD, concerns were raised, however it was agreed
that NSD progress to draw up a service specification

- it was noted that usually a service specification is drawn up with a board
sponsor however in this case the specification will be used to seek a Board/s
coming forward as a potential host. The risk that no board will come forward
was noted. In this event a further plan to progress this issue will require to be
made.

Agreed Actions and Next Steps:

- <Redacted> has completed a Stage 1 application.

ACTION 1: <Redacted> to send <Redacted> a copy of Stage 2 application
guestions for information to build on Stage 1 in terms of further detail that will
be required.

- A specification is collated by Subject Matter Experts, <Redacted> noted that
this group can act to some extent and <Redacted> suggested the Scottish
Abortion Providers Group would be a useful contact as well as <Redacted>,
WoS Sexual Health Partnership.
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ACTION 2: (a) <Redacted> to reach out and link in <Redacted> with Scottish
Abortion Providers Group (b) <Redacted> to arrange a meeting with the
Scottish Abortion Providers Group for 1 month — 6 weeks’ time
- <Redacted> provided a summary of the research undertaken to date from
RCOG, published in November 22, mainly focused around English provision
and around complex medical cases.
ACTION 3: (a) <Redacted> to circulate to the group (b) <Redacted> to file
- <Redacted> is setting up a meeting with BPAS (current provider and majority
English provider also) medical director and lead to discuss their on
specifications and policies
ACTION 4: <Redacted> to meet with BPAS
- <Redacted> suggested the following issues which need to be defined for the
specification, questions to be refined in advance of meeting with the Scottish
Abortion Providers Group:
Define the group eligible for the service who would require this to be delivered as
part of the new/national service
Define complex needs
Establish whether we are looking at providing a medical or surgical service, or both
ACTION 5: <Redacted> and <Redacted> to meet to discuss the preparation of
the specification and establish questions for the Scottish Abortion Providers
Group
- <Redacted> suggested it would be helpful to established current costs in
order to assess the available funding or whether any investment is required.
<Redacted> has asked BPAS to send the costs, other costs may be need to
be obtained from boards. The group noted that all current travel and
accommodation (for the OOA service) will be either met by boards/or funded
by BPAS and recharged to boards. <Redacted>
ACTION 6: <Redacted> & <Redacted> to establish costs of current service and
send these to <Redacted> for inclusion in the proposal document
- Agreed working to a timeline of August/September 2023 to produce the
specification
ACTION 7: (a) <Redacted> to set up monthly meetings (b) KR to update
<Redacted> Workplan

<Redacted> will be in touch to arrange a further meeting in early April.
Kind Regards

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Programme Manager - National Planning

National Services Division - NHS National Services Scotland

Meridian Court | 5 Cadogan Street | Glasgow | G2 6QE

Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Chat with me in Teams

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
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www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Please note that | work from home.

This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iii) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Sent: 10 March 2023 08:54

To: <Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Later stage - actions from meeting

Thank you <Redacted>, this is very helpful.

We are working on dates for our next meeting with you and <Redacted> — let me
know if anyone else from SG to be invited to that one.

| will also aim to get some date options out to the abortion group members you have
kindly linked us in with.

Thanks again and speak soon

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Programme Manager - National Planning

National Services Division - NHS National Services Scotland

Meridian Court | 5 Cadogan Street | Glasgow | G2 6QE
Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Chat with me in Teams

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Please note that | work from home.
From: <Redacted>@gov.scot
Sent: 09 March 2023 17:05

To: <Redacted>
Subject: Later stage - actions from meeting
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Hi <Redacted>

Alongside the SACP contacts, there were a few other actions for us from Monday’s
meeting.

Firstly on the group we want this service to be for — it is that all women seeking an
abortion with a gestation between 20-24 weeks, whether their needs are complex or
not, should be able to receive this treatment within Scotland. The vast majority of
fetal anomaly cases are already treated in Scotland, so the focus needs to be more
on women who are seeking abortions for what are referred to as ‘social’ reasons, but
we wouldn’t want to exclude fetal anomaly cases from this spec unless we are
absolutely confident that all cases like this are treated within Scotland.

Secondly, on complex needs, the SACP EMAH guidance lists what could be
considered as complex needs (attached in a picture below, also found here: Scottish
Abortion Care Providers (SACP) Network). These are of course from the EMAH
guidance, which covers up to 12 weeks, so we will need to explore more whether the
same applies for later stage abortions. Of course not all patients we want to cover in
this spec will have complex needs though.

Thirdly, on the numbers. I've attached a powerpoint that was shared with SACP
recently which sets out the figures of women currently travelling to England. Slide 14
and 15 in particular set out numbers from 2019-2021 and slide 15 shows which
health board these women travelled from. I'm attaching the full slides in case there is
anything else of interest in there.

And lastly on costs — we are still yet to hear from BPAS on their figures but we can
ask them again at next week’s meeting. | also have looped in MSI and think it would
be really helpful to get a meeting set up with them on this as they also deliver a later
stage service in England.

When we receive the stage 2 application | will look into any further information that
we already have internally and can share. If you have any other questions in the
meantime though please do let me know and hopefully we can help!

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.
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From: <Redacted>

Sent: 06 March 2023 16:55

To: <Redacted> (NHS Grampian) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted> @lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS Forth Valley) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@ed.ac.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS FIFE) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
@glasgow.ac.uk; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted> @aapct.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS Orkney) <<Redacted>
@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> (NHS Forth Valley) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted> @aapct.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS Borders)
<<Redacted> @borders.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS Grampian) <<Redacted>
@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS
DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted> (NHS
Highland) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>;
<Redacted> (NHS DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS Lothian)
<<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @phs.scot>; <Redacted>
(NHS Highland) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Later stage abortions - development of NSS specification -
engagement with SACP

Hi all,

Further to the below — if anyone is able to share contact details of anyone in your
Boards who do currently provide later stage abortions (e.g. for fetal anomaly
reasons), then it would be great to invite them to get their insights too.

| also just wanted to confirm that this proposed meeting is for engagement purposes

only to help inform the specification, and joining the conversation won’t commit any
Board to moving forward with the delivery of the specification.
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Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 21 March 2023 09:30

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Later stage abortion - NSD and Health Boards discussion

Thanks very much <Redacted>

| can’t do 17 April, but <Redacted> hopefully can so can attend for SG.
Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh

Tel: <Redacted>

From: <Redacted>

Sent: 21 March 2023 09:25

To: <Redacted> ; <Redacted> ; <Redacted> ; <Redacted> ; <Redacted> ;
<Redacted> (Consultant Chalmers) ; <Redacted> (NHS Forth Valley) ;
<Redacted> (NHS Grampian) ; <Redacted> ; <Redacted> ; <Redacted> ;
<Redacted> ; <Redacted> (NHS Grampian) ; <Redacted>

Cc: <Redacted> ; <Redacted> ; Abortion Team Mailbox ; nss nationalplanning ;
<Redacted>

Subject: RE: Later stage abortion - NSD and Health Boards discussion

Dear All
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Thank you for providing your availability for this meeting. The preferred date and
time is Monday 17" April, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. The meeting will be via Teams and an
invite will shortly follow from the national planning team mailbox.

Please release any holds you may have had for this on the other dates as below:
Tuesday 18" April, 4 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday 20" April, 4 p.m. -5 p.m.
Tuesday 25" April, 4 p.m. —5 p.m.

Should you wish to invite colleagues | would be grateful to receive the names to add
to the meeting invite.

Kind Regards
<Redacted>

<Redacted>
Programme Manager - National Planning
National Services Division - NHS National Services Scotland

Meridian Court | 5 Cadogan Street | Glasgow | G2 6QE
Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Chat with me in Teams

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Please note that | work from home.

From: <Redacted>

Sent: 13 March 2023 14:51

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted> @lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk>;<Redacted> <<Redacted>
@nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @ed.ac.uk>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted> @ed.ac.uk>; <Redacted> (Consultant Chalmers) <<Redacted>
@nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS Forth Valley) <<Redacted>
@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> (NHS Grampian) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted> @ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @ggc.scot.nhs.uk>;
<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted>@grampian.nhs.scot

Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot; <Redacted>@gov.scot; AbortionTeam@gov.scot; nss
nationalplanning <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Later stage abortion - NSD and Health Boards discussion

Dear All
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As per <Redacted> earlier emails, National Services Division would like to invite you
to a meeting (via MS Teams) to discuss the development of a specification for a later
stage abortion service in Scotland.

| would be very grateful if you could reply indicating your availability for the dates
listed below:

Monday 17" April, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.

Tuesday 18" April, 4 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Thursday 20" April, 4 p.m. -5 p.m.

Tuesday 25" April, 4 p.m. — 5 p.m.

| would be grateful to receive reply’s by this Friday 17" March. Confirmation of the
preferred date will be made and be issued from the National Planning Team inbox
early next week.

Should you wish to invite colleagues | would be grateful to receive the names to add
to the meeting invite.

Many thanks
Kind Regards
<Redacted>

<Redacted>
Programme Manager - National Planning
National Services Division - NHS National Services Scotland

Meridian Court | 5 Cadogan Street | Glasgow | G2 6QE
Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Chat with me in Teams

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Please note that | work from home.

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 09 March 2023 12:39

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted> @lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk>; Cousins, <Redacted> L <<Redacted>
@nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @ed.ac.uk>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted> @ed.ac.uk>; <Redacted> (Consultant Chalmers) <<Redacted>
@nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS Forth Valley) <<Redacted>
@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> (NHS Grampian) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted> @ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @ggc.scot.nhs.uk>;
<Redacted>@gov.scot>
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Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>@gov.scot;
<Redacted>@gov.scot; AbortionTeam@gov.scot
Subject: Later stage abortion - NSD and Health Boards discussion

Hi all,

Thank you very much for responding to my earlier email that you would be keen to
be involved in conversations with NSD to help inform the specification on later stage
abortion.

<Redacted>, copied, will be in touch to arrange a meeting shortly.

| know some of you have forwarded the email to other clinicians in your service, so if
others do wish to be involved in the meantime please do let us know and we will
ensure to extend an invitation to them. As previously mentioned, these conversations
are just for engagement purposes to help develop the spec, and will not mean you
must take the spec forward.

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.
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From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 28 March 2023 10:55

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>;
nss nationalplanning <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
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<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Subject: RE: Late Stage Abortions Update (SN Ref: NSD0000140)

Thanks <Redacted>

I'll let you know if BPAS can give me any further info to help in terms of estimating
current costs.

Thanks for making those changes — just to note though the caveat around numbers
should say that figures may have been lower than usual in 2020 and 2021 due to
lockdown, etc. (rather than 2019 and 2020). The 2019 figure was actually 81 or 82
patients over 20 weeks seen in England so was quite a bit higher than the average
figure used of 44 patients per year.

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh

Tel: <Redacted>

From: <Redacted>

Sent: 27 March 2023 12:16

To: <Redacted>

Cc: <Redacted>; <Redacted> ; nss nationalplanning ; <Redacted> ; <Redacted> ;
<Redacted>

Subject: RE: Late Stage Abortions Update (SN Ref: NSD0000140)

Hi <Redacted>

Thank you for coming back to me so quickly on this. | appreciate the comments and
have done my best to capture as much of this information in the application as
possible — indicating the caveats i.e. verification of data/potential that the average
undercounts, potential increase in numbers and that financial info is an estimate -
further work required to verify.

| have updated on the spreadsheet attached and we will now update on the system
ahead of the closing date on Friday.

Thanks again
Kind Regards

<Redacted>
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<Redacted>
Programme Manager - National Planning
National Services Division - NHS National Services Scotland

Meridian Court | 5 Cadogan Street | Glasgow | G2 6QE
Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Chat with me in Teams

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Please note that | work from home.

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 24 March 2023 18:19

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot; <Redacted>@gov.scot; nss nationalplanning
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: FW: Late Stage Abortions Update (SN Ref: NSD0000140)

Hi <Redacted>

Thanks very much for all your work on this. As below, I've suggested a few
comments below rather than editing the text of the attached application. Most of
these are fairly minor and otherwise it all looks good:

Number of affected patients — 44 is the average for the last 3 years (see slide 15 in
the attached), but it's maybe worth a caveat that at least 2020 and 2021 were
somewhat affected by the pandemic so it’s hard to say if it’s a long-term downward
trend <Redacted>

Sponsor name — if you need an individual | would put Christine McLaughlin, Director
of Population Health down.

Other relevant information — <Redacted> Also the data quoted would have come
from notifications to the CMO for England rather than ONS (so delete the reference
to ONS). <Redacted> 2020 and 2021 aren’t significantly different so it may not
matter too much, but for 2019 there is a big difference (although when | checked the
data table tab 12c for 2019 at Abortion statistics for England and Wales: 2019 -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) it says there were 81 TOPs over 20 weeks <Redacted>

Is there collaboration with external stakeholders? You should mention MSI
Reproductive Choices as well as BPAS as both would be equally able to offer
support (and we are in discussions with MSI as well about providing training to some
Scottish staff). Similarly row 104 should also mention MSI.
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On the action tracker, apologies <Redacted> was progressing the action on costs,
but she’s on leave and | don’t know how much progress she made so | can follow up
with BPAS next week. Did <Redacted> raise with BPAS at his meeting around their
costs? If not, below is an extract covering what they said last year re costs — as
discussed, | know they are trying to get their MOUs with Boards updated so we
should probably base the current costs of the provision on what they say their
current tariff is — <Redacted> If we do assume an average <Redacted> for the
treatment itself.

| can ask BPAS and Boards about the average spend per patient on travel and hotel
costs (some Boards include this in their MOUs with BPAS so it should be easier to
get that info — for the others we can try to get estimates at least). However, from the
final para below suggesting <Redacted>.

Comments from <Redacted>, BPAS:

Funding of BPAS surgicals

In England we have the NHS tariff which determines how much providers should be
paid for providing particular services. For post-20 week surgical treatments, that tariff
is £2639. This accounts for the multi-day procedure, the need for general
anaesthesia, and the speciality of the service.

For women travelling from Scotland for these procedures, we are paid <Redacted>.
That's an <Redacted> shortfall on tariff, or <Redacted> for the surgical procedures
we have provided to Scottish women beyond 20 weeks between 2019 and 2021.

BPAS still plays a substantial role in funding up front and then chasing up health
boards after, as many health boards do not provide funding or organise
travel/accommodation up front as women need to access care at such short notice.
This means that we have to fund out of our charitable remit, and then go and ask
health boards for repayment. <Redacted>.

| hope that helps for now, but we can try to get a bit more info on the travel and hotel
costs.

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh

Tel: <Redacted>

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 24 March 2023 12:56

To: <Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
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<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; nss
nationalplanning <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Subject: Late Stage Abortions Update (SN Ref: NSD0000140)

Hi <Redacted> and <Redacted>

Ahead of the NSD deadline applications next Friday 31t March | have taken the
opportunity to extract what is currently on the system for Late Stage Abortions and to
make some additions to the application based on our meetings so far and the
papers/resources you have shared with us.

| have included some of my suggested changes in red type. Please could | ask you
to review and confirm that you are happy with these. Rather than you having to go in
and edit the application we can do this from our end and make the amendments
ahead of the closing deadline. Ideally if you could come back to me by the end of the
day on Monday to confirm as my colleague who deals with the system goes on leave
from Wednesday so would plan to update the system on Tuesday.

| have also updated the action tracker with updates as a number of them are now
complete. | have also added in some meeting dates and the start of a very
provisional draft high level timeline of the process at least for the next few months in
the key dates section.

Grateful for your review of my suggested changes on the application and welcome
any further comments on that or the action tracker.

Thank you

Kind Regards

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Programme Manager - National Planning

National Services Division - NHS National Services Scotland
Meridian Court | 5 Cadogan Street | Glasgow | G2 6QE
Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Chat with me in Teams

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/

Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Please note that | work from home.
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This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iii) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.

From: <Redacted>

Sent: 13 April 2023 12:25

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Later stage - current gestation limits

Hi all,

PHS have been in touch with some further data. It is low humbers but hopefully the
below provides a rough indication, and shows that all mainland Boards are providing
at least some ToPs for women with gestations over 20 weeks for fetal anomaly
reasons, but not ‘social’ (ground C) reasons.

Based on the average number of ToPs over 5 years (2017-2021) where gestation
>=20 weeks and non-Ground C, the average number of ToPs per year by board of
treatment was:

e Average of between 10 and 20 ToPs per year <Redacted>.

e Average of less than 10 ToPs per year - <Redacted>.

e Average of no ToPs per year — <Redacted>

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted>

Sent: 11 April 2023 12:49

To: '<Redacted>' ; <Redacted> ; <Redacted>
Cc: <Redacted>

Subject: RE: Later stage - current gestation limits

Hi <Redacted> , <Redacted>,
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We don’t have the exact data to hand on how many health boards have provided
abortions over 20 weeks for reasons other than Ground C (‘social’ reasons).
However, | have contacted PHS to ask if they can provide a breakdown of the
number of abortions provided by health boards, over 20 weeks gestation, for ground
B, D and E abortions and will share this with you when they respond.

For now, the below might give an early idea, although hasn’t been broken down by
health board -

The published data shows that the following numbers of abortions were provided
over 20 weeks in Scotland:

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017r 2018r 2019r 2020r 2021 p
73 59 68 75 84 92 44 62 76 71

In 2021, 184 abortions were provided for Ground E (the most common grounds for
fetal anomaly) reasons, but of course not all of these would have been after 20
gestation weeks hence the lower number of abortions provided above 20 weeks as
shown in the data above. The figure of Ground E abortions was 217 in 2020, 231 in
2019, 170 in 2018 and 271 in 2017.

As mentioned, there are also the other grounds for abortions although these are
more uncommon — | will pull out this data in full when we hear back from PHS to give
the fullest picture we can.

The most recent data can be found here in the meantime too: Termination of
pregnancy statistics - Year ending December 2021 - Termination of pregnancy
statistics - Publications - Public Health Scotland

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 11 April 2023 09:41

To: <Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Later stage - current gestation limits

Morning <Redacted>

Really helpful. Sorry if this has been provided but do you have HB of activity and if
medical/ social reason?
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<Redacted>

<Redacted>
Associate Director National Planning & Specialist Services
National Services Scotland

PA — <Redacted>
<Redacted>@nhs.scot

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 06 April 2023 17:06

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Subject: Later stage - current gestation limits

Hi <Redacted>

Please see latest figures on the gestations that Boards currently deliver to:

Health _ Are Travel and _
Board Gest.atlo.n of Arrangements prqcedures acgommodatlon
terminations w/d for BPAS paid for paid upfront
Ayrshire
and Arran 19+6 Yes Yes No
Borders 19+6 Yes Yes No
Dumfries
and
Galloway 20 Yes Yes No
Fife 19+6 Yes Yes Yes
Forth
Valley 19+6 Yes Yes No
GGC 20 Yes Yes No
Grampian | 5y Yes Yes No
Highland 19+6 Yes Yes No
Lanarkshire 20 Yes Yes NO
Lothian 20+0 Yes Yes Yes
9+6 (referred to
Orkney Grampian if over 9+6
weeks) Yes Yes No
9+6 (referred to
Shetland Grampian if over 9+6
weeks) Yes Yes No
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21 (started doing
Tayside some TOPs up to 22

weeks recently) Yes Yes Yes
Western
Isles 12 Yes yes yes

Have a lovely holiday!
Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.
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From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 06 April 2023 18:54

To: <Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Subject: NSD Stage 2 Questions

Hi <Redacted>

As per our discussion earlier and my action regarding letting you know what the
expectations around Stage 2 questions.
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This is the first year our new NSD commissioning process has been implemented.
We are in the process of finalising the Stage 2 process which is essentially the draft
specification that we keep referring too.

There is a large supporting document that, once the final version is signed off within
NSD, we will be able to share with you to inform the specification development -
NSD will work with you throughout this stage and is essentially what we also want to
also engage the Scottish Abortion Care Providers group with on the 17™. The
presentation <Redacted> and <Redacted> will make on the 17" will also be helpful
in providing you an overview of our intended process and timelines.

However an overview of the themes from Stage 2/Spec for now are:
The Specification is intended to describe WHAT is required and requires delivered
including a clear definition of the:
e purpose of the service
e demand for the service
e service delivery model (i.e., specialist commission, screening programme,
national planning piece or network)
patient or service user personas
patient pathways
patient population
capacity required
referrals
activity
service levels
performance
outcomes
resources required
investment required
exit criteria

| hope this is helpful and I will link in with you on my return from leave (2" May).
Thank you

Kind Regards

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Programme Manager - National Planning

National Services Division - NHS National Services Scotland

Meridian Court | 5 Cadogan Street | Glasgow | G2 6QE

Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Chat with me in Teams

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
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www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

Please note that | work from home.

This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iii) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.

From: <Redacted>

Sent: 31 May 2023 13:48

To: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Later Stage Abortion meeting on 10 July

Hi <Redacted>

Sorry for the delay in getting back to you! Happy to move it later to July — | could do
week commencing 17t July if that works? I'm on leave the last week of July and first
week of August, but can do 2" week of August.

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted>

Sent: 30 May 2023 08:32

To: <Redacted>; <Redacted>

Subject: Later Stage Abortion meeting on 10 July

Hi
Would you mind if | moved the above meeting to later on in July? Both <Redacted>
and <Redacted> will be on annual leave and <Redacted> attending an NHSE

meeting.

If you have annual leave around that time, can you please give me the dates and |
will work around that.
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Many thanks
Kindest regards
<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Executive Assistant

National Specialist and Screening Directorate (NSD)

NHS National Services Scotland | Gyle Square | Area 062 | 1 South Gyle Crescent | Edinburgt

Tel: <Redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | & Chat on Teams

00

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we p
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services

This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iii) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.

From: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 06 June 2023 14:27

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Later Stage Abortion meeting for August

Thank you so much for such a prompt response!

You will see that | have sent an MS Teams calendar invitation for Thurs, 10 Aug at
2pm

Kindest regards

<Redacted>
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From: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Sent: 06 June 2023 14:23

To: <Redacted>; <Redacted>@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Later Stage Abortion meeting for August

Hi <Redacted> ,

The Wednesday or Thursday slots both work well for us — happy with either of those.
Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh

From: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 06 June 2023 14:21

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: Later Stage Abortion meeting for August

Dear <Redacted> and <Redacted>

Apologies for the delay in getting back to you.
Dates/times for an hour’s meeting for August would be:
Tues, 8 Aug — 2.30pm or 3pm

Wed, 9 Aug - 2-4pm

Thurs, 10 Aug — 2pm

Fri, 11 Aug — 11am

| look forward to hearing back from you.

Many thanks

Kindest regards

<Redacted>
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<Redacted>

Executive Assistant

National Specialist and Screening Directorate (NSD)

NHS National Services Scotland | Gyle Square | Area 062 | 1 South Gyle Crescent | Edinburgt

Tel: <Redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | EaChat on Teams

00

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we p!
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services

This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iif) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Sent: 04 July 2023 13:45

To: <Redacted>; <Redacted>@gov.scot
Subject: RE: Later stage - SACP responses

Hi <Redacted>,

I've checked <Redacted> and my diaries and we can do all the dates/times you
have mentioned below except 22" Sept, when <Redacted> is on leave but | can join
if that date is preferred.

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate

Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh
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From: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: Tuesday, July 4, 2023 1:38 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: Later stage - SACP responses

Dear <Redacted> and <Redacted>

Following on from the email below, <Redacted> has asked that | get a few meetings
scheduled. There is one already in for 10 August.

Can you please confirm if any of the dates/timings below are suitable to you (for an
hour's meeting) going forward:

Fri, 29 Sept — 11am or 1pm
Fri, 22 Sept — 11am or 1pm

Tues, 17 Oct — 3pm
Wed, 25 Oct — 10am-12pm
Fri, 27 Oct — 11am or 1pm

Wed, 15 Nov — 2.30pm or 3pm
Fri, 24 Nov — 11am or 1pm

Apologies that there is not a great selection of dates, calendars are very busy for
NSD staff involved.

| look forward to hearing back from you.

Many thanks

Kindest regards

<Redacted>

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 30 June 2023 15:47

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Later stage - SACP responses

Hi <Redacted>,

Thanks for your discussions with <Redacted>— hopefully we will get a few more
responses by sending it out again even if its just people saying they agree with what

has been said.

We can discuss the responses in more detail when you get back from leave, but it is
helpful that they all seem to be broadly in agreement. | think its definitely right that
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the priority is 20+ weeks, but if it's a surgical service it may attract 14+ week patients
to keep skills up <Redacted>

Did you manage to have a chat with <Redacted> this week? Let us know if we can
provide any further information for the spec.

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 1:06 PM
To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Later stage - SACP responses

Hi <Redacted> and <Redacted>

We got 3 responses in total on the feedback, | gave it a little longer before collating
as a couple of others indicated that they would provide but we didn’t receive anything
further.

| have removed the names but attached the feedback provided (third tab) which |
have just shared with <Redacted> and we are trying to meet this week to review
before we each take a few weeks leave (I'm off from fri until 19" July). | would like to
make a plan of next steps to progress the specification, for me | think fundamentally
we are establishing what is the scope of the spec, what is the eligibility criteria (and
who has final agreement/process to agree this) and the clinical model we would want
to provide as the other questions will be shaped by these key things.

| am also going to reach out to <Redacted> to see if he thinks it would be
appropriate to share this document with the group to encourage further feedback and
if those who have responded so far would be happy with this, responses are
anonymised so | cant see this being an issue.

Kind Regards

<Redacted>
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<Redacted>
N H s Programme Manager
N o’ National Planning
National National Services Division

Services NHS National Services Scotland
Scotland  YEARS 1 <Redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | WChat on Teams

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ o

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Sent: 27 June 2023 15:17

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Later stage - SACP responses

Hi <Redacted>,

Did you get any further responses on this?

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Sent: 16 June 2023 13:55

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Later stage - SACP responses

Hi <Redacted>
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So far 1 repose — very detailed and helpful. Communication from 2 others, 1
indicating that due to workload response will be late and another requesting
clarification on some questions.

I'll let you know early next week if we have received any more.

Kind Regards

<Redacted>
<Redacted>
N H s Programme Manager
A\~ 4 National Planning
National National Services Division
Services NHS National Services Scotland

Scotland  YEARS Tel: <Redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | i Chat on Teams
Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ o

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Sent: 16 June 2023 11:32

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Later stage - SACP responses

Hi <Redacted> ,

Any luck with responses?

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh
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From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Sent: 12 June 2023 16:54

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Later stage - SACP responses

Hi <Redacted>

Thank you. | have a reminder in my diary today to follow up with <Redacted> the
responses as he did offer to follow up with the group.

To date we have not had any responses.
| will copy you into my email to <Redacted> now
Kind Regards

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
N H s Programme Manager
A\ 4 National Planning
National National Services Division

Services NHS National Services Scotland
Scotland  YEARS 1) <redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | WChat on Teams

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ o

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Sent: 09 June 2023 11:08

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Subject: Later stage - SACP responses

Hi <Redacted>
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Hope you are well! | just wanted to check in and see how many responses you have
received so far from SACP members on the later stage questions sent over? We can
ask <Redacted> /<Redacted> to nudge the group if needed.

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.
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From: nss nsd-administration <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 12 July 2023 09:54

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Cc: nss nsd-administration <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: RE: Abortion - lines regarding travelling from Scotland to England for later
abortion care - STV

Hi, I've logged this under reference IR2023-128

Kind regards
<Redacted>
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National National Specialist and Screening Directorate (NSD)

Services i i

Seotland YEARS NHS_NatlonaI Services Scotland _

Email: <Redacted> @nhs.scot | team email:

Thanking our staff #NHSScot7S  nss. nsdserviceimprovement@nhs.scot
We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and
together we provide national solutions to improve the health and wellbeing of the people
of Scotland. Find out more about our services at www.nss.nhs.scot

NHS <Redacted>
N,/ ’5 Service Improvement Assistant Programme Manager

Please consider the environment before printing this email.
NHS National Services Scotland is the common name for the Common Services
Agency for the Scottish Health Service. www.nhsnss.org

From: <Redacted>

Sent: 11 July 2023 18:26

To: <Redacted>@gov.scot; <Redacted> ; <Redacted> ; <Redacted>

Cc: nss nsd-administration

Subject: RE: Abortion - lines regarding travelling from Scotland to England for later
abortion care - STV

Thanks <Redacted>

| have cc’d nsd administration mailbox so we log centrally. Can yo use this mailbox
for future comms on this please?

<Redacted>
Associate Director National Planning & Specialist Services
National Services Scotland

PA - <Redacted>
<Redacted>@nhs.scot

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 11 July 2023 17:13

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
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Subject: Abortion - lines regarding travelling from Scotland to England for later
abortion care - STV

Hi all,

| just wanted to flag that we have received a media query from STV on women
travelling to England from Scotland to access later stage abortion care based on the
figures BPAS recently provided us with which we had shared with <Redacted> and
<Redacted> — BPAS seem to be planning to publish these stats officially next week
so there might be more interest in this after they do so. STV are planning to run a
story on this next week and | just wanted to share our lines with you in case you get
contacted as they seem to be asking a range of stakeholders about this:

SG RESPONSE

Minister for Public Health and Women’s Health Jenni Minto said:

“The Scottish Government is working with the National Services Division and NHS
Boards to look at all options to try and ensure that services up to 24 weeks are
established here so that women can access all forms of abortion services in
Scotland. Funding is available for any staff who would like to seek specialist training
to enable them to provide later stage abortions.

“Where an NHS Board cannot offer abortion services up to 24 weeks’ gestation
locally, they must work to provide an appropriate and person-centred care pathway
for all patients seeking abortions up to the legal limit. Almost 97% of all abortions
carried out in Scotland took place prior to 14 weeks gestation.

“We have been clear that their care should be paid for by NHS Scotland, and this
includes cases where women may be required to receive an abortion out with
Scotland."

Background

We understand that there have been some cases where women have been sent to
England before 20 weeks gestation due to the demand on services. Officials are
working with Health Boards to understand the reasons for the difficulty in providing
treatment for women who are close to 20 weeks gestation, and to encourage
prioritisation of these cases.

The 2022 figure provided by BPAS does demonstrate an increase of 55% on the
2021 numbers but remains lower than the pre-covid figures (94 women in 2019). It
should also be noted that an overall increase in demand for abortions in 2022 may
have led to the increase in women travelling to England.

NSS are currently working with Health Boards, Scottish Government, and external
providers to develop a specification to provide these services within Scotland.

Please do let me know if you have any queries on this.
Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>
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Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkx

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.
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From: <Redacted> @backoffscotland.com <<Redacted> @backoffscotland.com>
Sent: 18 July 2023 12:25

To: '<Redacted>' <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@gov.scot>; '<Redacted> Meechan' <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>;
<Redacted> @backoffscotland.com

Subject: RE: Back Off Scotland - NSS

Thanks <Redacted> - really looking forward to chatting with you and <Redacted> !
Best wishes,

<Redacted>

From: <Redacted>

Sent: Monday, July 17, 2023 2:51 PM

To: <Redacted>@gov.scot; <Redacted>; <Redacted> @backoffscotland.com;
<Redacted> @backoffscotland.com

Subject: RE: Back Off Scotland - NSS

Hi <Redacted> & <Redacted>

Just to say that <Redacted> is my PA and should be able to find a time that works
for us all.

Looking forward to catching up with you both once <Redacted> is back from her
leave.

Kind Regards,

<Redacted>
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<Redacted>

National Medical Advisor

Specialist Healthcare Commissioning, National Networks & National Planning
National Services Division Directorate

NHS National Services Scotland

<Redacted>@nhs.scot

00

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we p
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 17 July 2023 13:50

To: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> @backoffscotland.com;
<Redacted> @backoffscotland.com

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: Back Off Scotland - NSS

Hi <Redacted> <Redacted>,
| hope you are both well.

Further to your meeting with the First Minister, where he offered you a meeting with
NSS, | wanted to introduce you to <Redacted>who will arrange a time for you to
meet with myself and <Redacted> from NSS to discuss the development of the later
stage abortion specification. <Redacted> will be in touch with more details when we
have arranged a time.

<Redacted> — grateful if you could try and find a time after the 8" August when | am
back from leave.

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh

48


http://linkedin.com/company/nhsnss
http://twitter.com/nhsnss
https://www.nss.nhs.scot/departments/

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkhkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkx
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for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
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recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.
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From: <Redacted>

Sent: 11 July 2023 09:49

To: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Subject: RE: Meeting with Back Off Scotland

Hello — can we do Monday at maybe 10:30 if poss?

Thanks <Redacted>!

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh

From: <Redacted>

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2023 4:24 PM

To: <Redacted>

Subject: FW: Meeting with Back Off Scotland

Hi <Redacted>

Would you be available for a call with <Redacted> and <Redacted> on any of the
following dates/times please:

Monday, 17 July — 9.30am-11am
Thurs, 20 July — 11am
Monday, 24 July — 9.30am-11am

| am surmising that 30 minutes will be sufficient?
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Look forward to hearing from you.
Many thanks
Kindest regards

<Redacted>

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 10 July 2023 15:26

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Subject: RE: Meeting with Back Off Scotland

<Redacted> — what are you doing replying to me <Redacted> No rush, we can
chat when you're back J

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2023 3:24 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Subject: Re: Meeting with Back Off Scotland

Hi <Redacted> ,

Unfortunately | am currently <Redacted> and am off until next week. | think
<Redacted> is also on holiday this week too. <Redacted> should be able to find 30
minutes for us to catch up with you next week.

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

National Medical Advisor

Specialised Healthcare Commissioning, National Networks and National Planning

On 7 Jul 2023, at 17:55, <Redacted>@gov.scot wrote:
Hi <Redacted> , <Redacted>

| hope you are both well! | just wanted to flag that the First Minister met with Back Off
Scotland (one of the abortion rights campaign groups) on Wednesday and offered
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them a meeting with NSS so that they could share their views on a later stage
service and receive an update from yourselves on how the specification is
developing. It might be helpful to have 10 mins to discuss this next week before
trying to get a date in if you have time at any point for a quick call?

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

kkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkhkkhhkhkhkhkhhkkkkkkhhhhkhkhkkkkhkkkhhhhhkhkhkhkkkkkkhhkhkhhkhkkxx

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.

kkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkkhhhkhkhkhkkhkkkkkkhhhhkhkhkhkkhkkkhhhhkhkhkhkhkkkkkkhkhhkhkhkhkkxx

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 06 September 2023 12:21

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: RE: Abortion Policy Position

Thank <Redacted>, | had a quick look through the programme for government and
couldn’t see a reference so thought it worth checking with you both as the experts in
the know around this.

Thank you — I'll amend now.

<Redacted>
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<Redacted>
N H s Programme Manager
N o’ National Planning
National National Services Division

Services NHS National Services Scotland
Scotland  YEARS 1 <Redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | WChat on Teams

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ o

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Sent: Wednesday, September 6, 2023 12:20 PM
To: <Redacted> ; <Redacted>@gov.scot

Cc: <Redacted>

Subject: RE: Abortion Policy Position

Thanks <Redacted>

That'’s fine, but | would probably remove the reference to the Programme for
Government at the end (highlighted in yellow below) as it doesn’t cover later stage
abortions, just Safe Access Zones and the review of abortion law.

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh

Tel: <Redacted>

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: Wednesday, September 6, 2023 12:12 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
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Subject: Abortion Policy Position
Importance: High

Hi <Redacted> and <Redacted>

<Redacted> is preparing a cover paper for the specification to go to board chief
executives next week, | need to review and finalise the paper today.

| just wanted to confirm whether there should be any changes to the broad policy
position following the publication of the programme for government for 2023-24 or if
you are comfortable with this wording?

Background

In January 2023, Scottish Government formally requested that NSD develop an
outline specification to allow for the commissioning of a Scottish national service to
deliver surgical mid-trimester abortions up to 23+6 weeks gestation. This is aligned
to a clear policy position from Scottish Government who are committed to improving
access to abortion services for women in Scotland as outlined within the Women’s
Health Plan (WHP) and most recent Programme for Government.

Thank you

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
N H S Programme Manager
A 4 National Planning
National National Services Division

Services NHS National Services Scotland
Scotland  YEARS 1 <Redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | WChat on Teams

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ O

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a

This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iii) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.
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From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 07 September 2023 12:25

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @gov.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: RE: Mid Trimester Service Specification

Hi <Redacted>

No problem, revised timeline below, this was agreed by NSDs clinical senior
management group:

- Paper and spec to BCE meeting next Tuesday 12" Sept for discussion and to
take away for consideration/expressions of interest

- an email and the draft spec went to Scottish Association of Medical Directors
for awareness on 15t September.

- <Redacted> is providing an update to the National Specialist Services
Committee next Monday 11,

- Deadline for expressions of interest 315t October.

We agreed that the timeline for response will be changed to 315 October the thinking
being that this will give time sufficient time for for BCEs to take this to their boards
and engage with their medical directors and clinical, management, planning and
finance and allow them to fully consider this and respond. We have asked that
expressions of interest are received by national planning team generic email by 31
October.

| think this will have the advantage of also allowing us (after first citing the few
members of SACP we met on Monday) to circulate it to all SACP and may allow
some socialisation of the high level specification from them amongst their relevant
Board contacts who may be approached following BCE meeting to consider.
Spec to follow shortly

Thank you

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
N H s Programme Manager
N, e’/ National Planning
National National Services Division

Services NHS National Services Scotland
Scotand  YEARS Tel: <Redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | W Chat on Teams

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ O
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www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Sent: Thursday, September 7, 2023 12:14 PM
To: <Redacted>

Cc: <Redacted> @gov.scot; <Redacted>
Subject: RE: Mid Trimester Service Specification

Hi <Redacted>

That’s great — thank you for the update! We spoke to the Woman’s Health Champion
yesterday and she was keen to help if she can, so would be very grateful if just let
me know when you have a date for it to go to chief execs so | can update her.

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: Thursday, September 7, 2023 11:06 AM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @gov.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: RE: Mid Trimester Service Specification

Hi <Redacted>
Yes <Redacted> and I finalised the spec and the papers we need to submit to BCE
late yesterday afternoon so we will get it circulated today to the SACP members who

attended the meeting on Monday. The spec we sent over last week will be updated
slightly from the version you already have.
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Thank you

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
N H S Programme Manager
N, o’/ National Planning
National National Services Division

Services NHS National Services Scotland
Scotatnd  YEARS Tel: <Redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | B3 Chat on Teams

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ o

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a

NHS Scotland
Assure

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: Thursday, September 7, 2023 10:52 AM

To: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> @gov.scot
Subject: RE: Mid Trimester Service Specification

Hi <Redacted>

Whilst | had done my part of the work yesterday, <Redacted> was just finishing off
her magic and was hoping to have ready asap. Will circulate as soon as we can.

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

National Medical Advisor

Specialist Healthcare Commissioning, National Networks & National Planning
National Services Division Directorate

NHS National Services Scotland

<Redacted>@nhs.scot

00
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We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we p
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: Thursday, September 7, 2023 10:17 AM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> @gov.scot
Subject: RE: Mid Trimester Service Specification

Hi <Redacted> ,

How are you? | was just wondering if you’d managed to get this shared with
<Redacted> etc yet — and just wanted to check, is it the 121" its going to chief
execs?

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Sent: Thursday, August 31, 2023 4:06 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Subject: Mid Trimester Service Specification

Hi <Redacted>,

| hope that you are well. | have attached the high level specification that we will be
taking to Scottish Association of Medical Directors and Board Chief Executives for
your information.

We can discuss this when we catch up on Monday.

Kind Regards,

<Redacted>
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<Redacted>

National Medical Advisor

Specialist Healthcare Commissioning, National Networks & National Planning
National Services Division Directorate

NHS National Services Scotland

<Redacted>@nhs.scot

00

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and togethe
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our se

This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iif) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.

From: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 29 September 2023 16:46

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Later Stage Abortions - NSD/SG Policy Meeting - 25 October
(rescheduling required)

That’s great. Many thanks both.

| will send out an updated calendar invite from 25 October.

Not sure who <Redacted> is, but can you please forward to <Redacted> as well.
Thanks again.

Have a great weekend.

<Redacted>

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Sent: Friday, September 29, 2023 4:32 PM

To: <Redacted>; <Redacted>@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Later Stage Abortions - NSD/SG Policy Meeting - 25 October
(rescheduling required)
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Thanks <Redacted>

| might be able to attend then, but can leave <Redacted> and <Redacted> to cover
this if | can’t make it.

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh
Tel: <Redacted>

From: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: Friday, September 29, 2023 4:29 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Later Stage Abortions - NSD/SG Policy Meeting - 25 October
(rescheduling required)

Hi <Redacted>

Thank you for your prompt response.

Would this be ok for <Redacted>too? Not sure if you can see <Redacted>
calendar?

Best wishes

<Redacted>

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: Friday, September 29, 2023 4:27 PM

To: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>@gov.scot
Subject: RE: Later Stage Abortions - NSD/SG Policy Meeting - 25 October
(rescheduling required)

Hi <Redacted>,

The Friday morning (10/11) looks like it might work best if possible.

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>
Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
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Scottish Government
3E, St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh

From: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: Friday, September 29, 2023 4:25 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: Later Stage Abortions - NSD/SG Policy Meeting - 25 October (rescheduling
required)

Dear <Redacted> and <Redacted>

| have been asked to move the scheduled NSD/SG meeting on 25 October to mid-
November due to this service going out for expressions of interest to Boards — due to
be returned, if interested, by end Oct.

Can you please confirm if you would be available for an hour on any of the following
dates/times:

Fri, 10/11 — 1pm
Mon, 13/11 — 10am
Mon, 20/11 — 9am

| look forward to hearing back from you.
Many thanks
Kindest regards
<Redacted>
<Redacted>
Executive Assistant

National Specialist and Screening Directorate (NSD)
NHS National Services Scotland | Gyle Square | Area 062 | 1 South Gyle Crescent | Edinburgt

Tel: <Redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | [aChat on Teams

00

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we p
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services
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This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iii) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 03 November 2023 15:02

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Cc: nss nationalplanning <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Mid Trimester Abortion - Expression of Interest Status

Thanks <Redacted>

If you can send me and <Redacted> the paper as soon as possible that'd be very
helpful as we’ll want to take account of it in briefing Ministers on next steps. Ministers
are still under pressure from MSPs to make progress so will be keen to have that
advice fairly soon if at all possible.

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh

Tel: <Redacted>

From: <Redacted>

Sent: Friday, November 3, 2023 2:44 PM

To: <Redacted> ; <Redacted>

Cc: nss nationalplanning ; <Redacted> ; <Redacted>
Subject: Mid Trimester Abortion - Expression of Interest Status

Hi <Redacted>& <Redacted>
| wanted to let you know that the deadline we set for Eol’s of 315t October has now

passed and unfortunately no Board has expressed an interest in working with NSD
to develop the spec and potentially act as a provider. | am however going to ask
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colleagues to check their inboxes should a Board/chief exec or medical director not
have responded directly to national planning as requested - but as yet am not aware.

<Redacted>

<Redacted> is due to provide an update at SACP on Tuesday next week and he
and | are working on an options paper outlining some potential options and next
steps for Scottish Government to consider. The timeline of this is tbc as it will need to
go via NSD internal governance channels in the first instance.

We will be in touch next week but | wanted to confirm the current status now that the
deadline has passed.

Speak soon

Kind Regards

<Redacted>
<Redacted>
N H S Programme Manager
N, o’/ National Planning
National National Services Directorate
Services NHS National Services Scotland

Scotland  YEARS Tel: <Redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | &5 Chat on Teams
Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ 0

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a

This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iif) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.
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From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Sent: 07 November 2023 11:20

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Subject: RE: SACP update - later stage

Thanks <Redacted> t

| am hoping to have a finished draft today — potentially some tweaks required
tomorrow as | have others helping me with a patient pathway diagram.

The first step for us is for it to go to our national planning and specialist
commissioning business meeting on Thursday and we will be clearer from there
where we need to take it for governance and if we can release in draft to you earlier.
We have our catch up meeting on Friday and | have extended the invite to our new
Associate Director<Redacted> , who has taken over from <Redacted> as well as
our director <Redacted> — however | am unsure if <Redacted> is able to attend.

| will feedback on Thursday after that meeting on a timeline for this and catch up
more thoroughly on Friday.

Thanks again

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
N H s Programme Manager
N, e’/ National Planning
National National Services Directorate

Services NHS National Services Scotland
Scotatnd  YEARS Tel: <Redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | Wi Chat on Teams

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ 0

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot
Sent: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 11:13 AM
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To: <Redacted> ; <Redacted>
Subject: SACP update - later stage

Hi both,

| hope you are well — and thank you very much for the update at SACP. A shame no
Board came forward but thank you for all your work so far and | am still somewhat
optimistic!!

<Redacted>
Many thanks again,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

*kkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkkhhkhkhkhkhhkkkkkkhhhhkhkhkhhkhkkhkkkhhhhhkhkhkhhkkkkkhkhkhkhhkhkkxx

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.
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From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Sent: 09 November 2023 19:50

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Subject: Independent Hospital Providers

Hi <Redacted>
<Redacted>

| also spoke with my contact who deals with NHS contracts for one of the UK'’s other
largest providers of independent hospitals and he has told me they no longer
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undertake this work (in England) nor would they desire to start doing so as this is not
in line with their commercial strategy.

| think therefore the only potential option for independent sector provision would be
one of the existing third sector specialist reproductive health organisations.

We can discuss when | see you tomorrow.

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

National Medical Advisor

Specialist Healthcare Commissioning, National Networks & National Planning
National Services Division Directorate

NHS National Services Scotland

<Redacted>@nhs.scot

00

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we p
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services

This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iif) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 23 November 2023 16:53

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: RE: Mid Trimester Abortion - Progress Update Meeting Friday 24th
November 11-12

No problem. Hopefully catch up to discuss at some point.
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<Redacted>

National Medical Advisor

Specialist Healthcare Commissioning, National Networks & National Planning
National Services Division Directorate

NHS National Services Scotland

<Redacted>@nhs.scot

00

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we p
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services

From: <Redacted>

Sent: Thursday, November 23, 2023 4:37 PM

To: <Redacted>@gov.scot; <Redacted>@gov.scot

Cc: <Redacted>; <Redacted>

Subject: RE: Mid Trimester Abortion - Progress Update Meeting Friday 24th
November 11-12

Thanks <Redacted> I'll ask <Redacted> to cancel the invite.
Kind Regards

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
N H s Programme Manager
N o’ National Planning
National National Services Directorate

Services NHS National Services Scotland
Scotland  YEARS 1) cRedacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | WiChat on T

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ o

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our ser\
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From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: Thursday, November 23, 2023 4:23 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>@gov.scot

Cc: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Subject: RE: Mid Trimester Abortion - Progress Update Meeting Friday 24th
November 11-12

Hi <Redacted>

I’'m happy to cancel the meeting given there’s nothing substantive to discuss at this
stage.

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh

Tel: <Redacted>

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: Thursday, November 23, 2023 4:17 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Cc: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Subject: Mid Trimester Abortion - Progress Update Meeting Friday 24th November
11-12

Hi <Redacted> and <Redacted>
We are due to have a progress meeting tomorrow from 11-12.

<Redacted> and | are on leave tomorrow however it appears that <Redacted> can
still attend.

Please can you let <Redacted> know if you still wish to go ahead or whether this
can now be cancelled or rescheduled for a later date when you have had time to
brief within Scottish Government.

Thank you
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<Redacted>

<Redacted>
N H s Programme Manager
N o’ National Planning
National National Services Directorate

Services NHS National Services Scotland
Scotland  YEARS  1e;: <Redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | WChat on T

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ O

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our ser\

This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iii) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 08 December 2023 13:17

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@gov.scot>;<Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: FW: Later stage abortion - NPB paper

Hi <Redacted>
Thanks for letting us know this, that is progress particularly as you say since abortion
provision itself is relatively new and the challenges with implementing for NI - my

understanding at the time of writing the paper is that the other nations had no
later/mid trimester provision and pathways were to England. Unfortunately the paper
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is progressing through governance and is now handed over to SG Clinical Priorities
and presumably issued ahead of the Planning and Delivery Board next Tuesday
(12 December) however I've had a quick chat with <Redacted> and if you want to
provide a short brief re this those attending could ask colleagues to note the update
from SG policy?

<Redacted>

Thanks again

<Redacted>
<Redacted>
N H s Programme Manager
A\~ 4 National Planning
National National Services Directorate
Services NHS National Services Scotland

Scotland  YEARS Tel: <Redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | i Chat on Teams
Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ O

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Sent: Thursday, December 7, 2023 3:13 PM

To: <Redacted> ;<Redacted>

Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot; <Redacted> @gov.scot
Subject: RE: Later stage abortion - NPB paper

Hi <Redacted> , <Redacted>,

Thank you for making the changes to the paper, and | hope all goes well at the
Board!

| just wanted to drop you an email to flag BPAS have let us know that Northern
Ireland are launching their own 24-week surgical service, which should be up and
running any day now. | wondered if it might be worth including this in the paper or
raising it at the Board, as this service is being launched only 4 years after NI
legalised abortion and we are aware that NI have a bigger issue in terms of
conscientious objection than us. BPAS have given us the contact details for the
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clinician who has lead the development of the service, and it might be worth getting
in touch separately anyway to have a conversation about how they’ve developed it.

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: Monday, December 4, 2023 2:18 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@gov.scot>;<Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>

Subject: RE: Later stage abortion - NPB paper

Hi <Redacted>

Many thanks for the comments on the paper. | have updated accordingly as well as
the detailed paper.

The previous versions are on the agenda for the National Planning Board tomorrow
(for noting only) however these updated versions attached will go forward to the
Planning and Delivery Board on 12" December.

Thanks again

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
N H s Programme Manager
A 4 National Planning
National National Services Directorate

Services NHS National Services Scotland
Scotland  YEARS 1 cRedacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | WChat on Teams

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ O

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a
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From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 10:13 AM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>;<Redacted> <<Redacted>
@nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot; <Redacted> @gov.scot

Subject: RE: Later stage abortion - NPB paper

Hi <Redacted> ,

Thank you very much for sending this over, it is really helpful to see. <Redacted>
and | have gone in and made a couple of suggestions to the paper and left
comments to explain why. One of the changes we have made in there is to amend
reference to a CMO directive to a ministerial direction, and we think it would be
helpful if possible to change this in the SBAR too. The CMO has no statutory powers
to direct boards and a direction would be the decision of a Minister and come from a
Minister, so just wanted to make sure that was reflected here.

Please do let us know if you have any questions on the suggestions.
Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: Wednesday, November 29, 2023 12:41 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>;<Redacted> <<Redacted>
@nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Later stage abortion - NPB paper

Hi <Redacted>

Apologies for the delayed reply — | was on leave and at an NSD event all day
yesterday so just getting caught up now.
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Yes - the ask of National Planning has been to produce papers for the NHS Scotland
Planning and Delivery Board o(PDB) n 12" December for each of our (NSD National
Planning Team) current workstreams which we have done outlining current status
and any particular risks etc. At this stage the papers were more of a status update
and opportunity to highlight concerns and risk rather than particular asks of the PDB
to commission new work etc.

Essentially the draft paper we have prepared for MTA is a short summary of the full
paper we sent to you (which is included an appendix to the SBAR we have prepared
for the PDB). | have attached a word version of the SBAR should you wish to make
any comments etc. Also happy to discuss and have a fairly flexible diary tomorrow
and Friday? The papers for the Planning and Delivery Board are due imminently — by
the end of this week | think, and we are meeting internally tomorrow to agree them
so any feedback is welcomed asap.

Thank you

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
N H s Programme Manager
A\ 4 National Planning
National National Services Directorate

Services NHS National Services Scotland
Scotland  YEARS 1) <redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | WChat on Teams

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ O

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Sent: Friday, November 24, 2023 10:34 AM
To:<Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot; <Redacted> @gov.scot
Subject: Later stage abortion - NPB paper

Hi both,
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| hope you are well. We have been discussing the plans for later stage abortion to go
to the national planning board and <Redacted> has let us know that you are drafting
the paper that will go to the Board. | just wanted to drop you an email to see if you
might have any time available next week to discuss the process for this? We would
be keen to be involved in finalising the paper either by contributing directly or
reviewing it. <Redacted> | assume the paper will primarily be taken from the
contents of the SBAR you have drafted for the NSS process?

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.
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From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Sent: 12 January 2024 14:03

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: Re: Abortion Services

Hi <Redacted> ,

It's been a pleasure working with you too. Hopefully we will catch up at another point
in the future.

Have a nice weekend.

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

National Medical Advisor
NHS National Services Scotland
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On 12 Jan 2024, at 14:00, <Redacted>@gov.scot wrote:

Hi <Redacted>,

Thank you very much for your advice below, and of course for all your work
previously on this issue. We can take this forward through other channels.
It has been lovely working with you, and good luck <Redacted> with your new role!
Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate

Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted>

Sent: Friday, January 12, 2024 10:53 AM

To: <Redacted>

Cc: <Redacted> ;<Redacted> ; <Redacted> ; <Redacted> ; <Redacted> ; Paula
Speirs

Subject: Abortion Services

Dear <Redacted> ,

Thank-you for your recent request for us to continue to support the work of the
Abortion Policy Team in Scottish Government in the delivery of more patient centred
and equitable care. Having looked at the information that you have provided and
considered this our views are as follows:

1. With no Health Board agreeing to come forward to develop a national service,
NSD have now concluded their work in this area of policy and provided a
status update/options and recommendations in the formal SBAR paper
provided to you. The ongoing commissioning, provision and delivery of
services to deliver termination services is the responsibility of individual
Health Boards.

2. <Redacted>.

<Redacted>

This is timely as <Redacted> will be transitioning to a Portfolio Manager role on 1%t
February.

Our Director <Redacted> has suggested that you discuss with Paula Spiers whether
a national request can be considered through the National Planning and Delivery
Board.

Kind Regards,

<Redacted>
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<Redacted>

National Medical Advisor

Specialist Healthcare Commissioning, National Networks & National Planning
National Services Division Directorate

NHS National Services Scotland

<Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we p
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services

This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iif) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.

From: <Redacted>

Sent: 11 January 2024 15:16

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Later stage abortion - BPAS pathway

Hi <Redacted> ,

Ah that’s fab — thank you very much! Look forward to seeing it.
Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh

From: <Redacted>
Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 2:22 PM
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To: <Redacted> ; <Redacted>
Cc: <Redacted>
Subject: RE: Later stage abortion - BPAS pathway

Hi <Redacted> ,

Happy New Year to you! You are not forgotten. | had written an SBAR with
<Redacted> to our Director and plan to email you over the next couple of days with
our response.

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

National Medical Advisor

Specialist Healthcare Commissioning, National Networks & National Planning
National Services Division Directorate

NHS National Services Scotland

<Redacted>@nhs.scot

00

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we p!
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 2:12 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Subject: RE: Later stage abortion - BPAS pathway

Hi <Redacted>,

Hope you are all well and had a lovely Christmas and New Year! Now we are back
and into January, | just wanted to bring this back to the top of inboxes and wondered
if you had any initial thoughts. Happy to meet if easier too.

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government
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2E, St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2023 11:40 AM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Later stage abortion - BPAS pathway

Hi <Redacted>

Just to confirm that we are having some internal discussions re this and will come
back to you soon, hopefully in the next few days.

Thank you

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
N H s Programme Manager
A\ 4 National Planning
National National Services Directorate

Services NHS National Services Scotland
Scotland  YEARS 1) <redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | WChat on Teams

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ o

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: Monday, December 11, 2023 3:35 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>
Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot; <Redacted> @gov.scot

Subject: Later stage abortion - BPAS pathway

Hi <Redacted> , <Redacted>
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Hope you are well and thank you for your ongoing work on this. As you know, BPAS
have been reviewing their patient referral pathway. <Redacted>

We also wondered if you by any chance knew if the NHS tariff was being updated?
<Redacted>

Grateful for your thoughts on any of the above,
Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.
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From: John Reynolds-Wright <<Redacted> >

Sent: 20 March 2024 16:56

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot<Redacted>; <Redacted> @nhs.scot
Subject: Re: Later stage abortion training

Hi both,

<Redacted> - | am really happy to speak to you about logistics for training.
<Redacted> - | will send separate email but really need to catch up with
you/<Redacted> about what is happen re: 2" trim service and making that work and

where.

BW
John
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<Redacted>

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Sent: 20 March 2024 15:22

To: John Reynolds-Wright ; <Redacted>; <Redacted> @nhs.scot

Subject: Later stage abortion training

This email was sent to you by someone outside the University.

You should only click on links or attachments if you are certain that the email is
genuine and the content is safe.

Hi John,

Hope you are well? Apologies - not sure which email is best nowadays so copying
both!

| just wanted to drop an email introducing you to <Redacted> in NHS Grampian,
who is currently at <Redacted> (am | right on that <Redacted> and is interested in
later stage ToP training including feticide. | suggested that you might be able to help
in setting out the route you took to get your training and when and where you
completed it — we have had discussions with BPAS about short courses for
consultants, but | wasn’t sure if there was a different process for when you are going
through a scheme of training anyway.

Hope that is okay — let me know if you need anything from me.

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate

Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.
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The University of Edinburgh is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, with
registration number SC005336. Is e buidheann carthannais a th’ ann an Oilthigh
Dhun Eideann, claraichte an Alba, aireamh claraidh SC005336.

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk>
Sent: 14 March 2023 11:24
To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk>;
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<Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: Re: Later stage abortions - development of NSS specification -
engagement with SACP

Thank you <Redacted>.

Yes | would be very interested in any discussions and attending meetings.
<Redacted>

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
Consultant in Obstetrics and Fetal Medicine
University Hospital Wishaw

From: <Redacted>

Sent: 06 March 2023 17:43

To: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Cc: <Redacted>

Subject: Re: Later stage abortions - development of NSS specification -
engagement with SACP

Hi <Redacted> ,

Thanks for your email. I'm keen to be included in the discussions going forward
please.

I've copied my reply to my colleague <Redacted>, fetal medicine specialist in
Lanarkshire, who may also be interested.

Best Wishes,
<Redacted>

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>
Sent: 01 November 2023 16:24

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: Re: Later stage abortion training

Yeah im <Redacted> replacement. Steady handover this month then on it for good
from December

Sent from Outlook for Android

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot
Sent: Wednesday, November 1, 2023 2:57:34 PM
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To: <Redacted>

Subject: RE: Later stage abortion training

Hi <Redacted> ,

No worries — and congrats on your new post! Are you replacing <Redacted> ? Keep
us updated on training, but am sure we will speak before anyway.

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted>

Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 8:43 PM
To: <Redacted>

Subject: Re: Later stage abortion training

Sorry ive yet to set a date, our department was in a state of flux in the past few
months with unexpected long term sickness etc. Situation seems to have gotten
better and I've been appointed as the Abortion lead for the department now and due
to start post in November.

Likely to be 2024 before | can start training based on current staffing here. BPAS
aware of delays and have been flexible

Bw

<Redacted> Sent from Outlook for Android

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 12:12:45 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: Later stage abortion training

Hi <Redacted>,

| hope you are doing well! | was just wondering if you had a date for your training
with BPAS agreed? Just so we can make sure our records are up to date for
financing the training.

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate

Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
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recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.
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From: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>
Sent: 16 January 2024 19:35

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: Re: BPAS training

Let me bring it up with our new CD this week and ill get back to you as im still very
keen to train up and support this service. <Redacted>

I'm now in post <Redacted> for NHS Tayside so have more job security to pose the
guestions again. <Redacted>

One of the queries that the previous CD raised, which i wasnt sure of the answer
was with regards to certain aspects of funding. My understanding was that the fee
guoted by BPAS to train me and complete the eportfolio modules was being covered
by the government.

| also have a local study budget that is renewed annually which | can use for course
fees, travel, accommodation etc.

<Redacted>

Thats the case normally for going to courses and conferences but there seems to be
resistance locally for weeks of study leave at a time where I'm being paid by the
Trust but not actually working there.

Is this something that you have encountered before when dealing with NHS Trusts?

Bw

<Redacted>

Sent from Outlook for Android

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 4:19:09 pm
To: <Redacted>

Subject: BPAS training
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Hi <Redacted>,

Hope you are well and enjoying your new role!

| was just wondering if you had any update on the later stage abortion training and
iffwhen you might be going for that. Just so we can project accurate costings for this
or next financial year.

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate

Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.
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From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 March 2024 14:16

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> >

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Potential meeting with Abortion Policy Team

Hi <Redacted>

Thanks for coming back. We do speak to <Redacted> fairly regularly through her
role as a member of the Scottish Abortion Care Providers.

| was just getting in touch as we were interested just to hear some more of your
insights on the provision of later stage abortion as | know you had said you would be
interested in training to provide services, and also and further things we can consider
to improve accessibility of services overall based on what you shared back at the
conference in October.

Not to worry at all if you would prefer that we just speak to <Redacted> — definitely
happy to go through her and SACP.

Best wishes,

<Redacted>
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<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted>

Sent: Sunday, March 24, 2024 4:10 PM

To: <Redacted>

Cc: <Redacted>

Subject: Re: Potential meeting with Abortion Policy Team

Dear <Redacted> ,

Thank you for reaching out. I've settled in to Fife and would like to connect you both
with the TOP lead of my department <Redacted>. Before doing so please can you
let me know what things you would like to discuss?

| will also send some dates I'm available once | hear back and have connected you
with <Redacted> .

Kind wishes
<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Consultant Obstetrician & Gynaecologist( locum) | Women & Children's Services |
Victoria Hospital Kirkcaldy

<Redacted>

Upcoming leave:

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Date: Tuesday, 19 March 2024 at 15:35

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> >

Cc: <Redacted> @gov.scot <<Redacted> @gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Potential meeting with Abortion Policy Team
Hi <Redacted>

Hope you are well! | was just wondering if you might be available for a catch up any

time soon? It would be helpful to hear any thoughts you have particularly on later
stage abortion now that you are hopefully a bit more settled in Fife.
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Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @gov.scot>

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2023 3:28 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> >

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Potential meeting with Abortion Policy Team

Hi <Redacted>
Best of luck for your <Redacted> in Fife, hope it goes well.

Absolutely let’s do some time in January, once you send over your availability | will
pop in some time for us.

If we do not speak before, | wish you a peaceful Christmas and a prosperous new
year.

Best Wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

Mobile: <Redacted> | Email: <Redacted> @gov.scot
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From: <Redacted> <<Redacted> >

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2023 8:16 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: Potential meeting with Abortion Policy Team
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Hi <Redacted> . Im sorry im starting my new job in Fife on <Redacted> and havent
updated my calendar.

Can we aim to meet early in 20247 | can send some dates end of next week once i
have a better handle on my rota.

BW
<Redacted>

Sent from Outlook for iIOS

From: <Redacted> @gov.scot <<Redacted> @gov.scot>
Sent: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:34:00 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> >

Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Potential meeting with Abortion Policy Team

Good morning <Redacted> ,

So nice to hear from you and hope you are keeping well, not a problem about the
email getting stuck in the spam folder.

That is great, | had a quick look at your calendar link and it was showing you would
be free on 18" at 5pm. Alternatively | seen you had more availability on Tuesday and
we could do an early afternoon meeting, at 1pm? Let me know your preference and
I'll get something set up.

If there are any specific areas you would like to focus on, please let us know.

Best Wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

Mobile: <Redacted> | Email: <Redacted> @gov.scot
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From: <Redacted> <<Redacted> >

Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 11:01 AM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: Potential meeting with Abortion Policy Team
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Dear <Redacted> and <Redacted> ,

Apologies your email was buried in my spam folder. How’re you doing? Yes, I'd be
happy to have a follow up discussion about things discussed at the Humanist
meeting.

I’'m away next week on leave.

But available on the 18" of December- would that work? Alternatively | can get back
to you in 2 weeks when | have my timetable for 2024 with availability then

Warm wishes
<Redacted>

<Redacted>
Consultant Obstetrician & Gynaecologist

Schedule meetings with me using my Calendly link: <Redacted>
<Redacted>

From: <Redacted> @gov.scot <<Redacted> @gov.scot>
Date: Monday, 6 November 2023 at 10:30

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> >

Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: Potential meeting with Abortion Policy Team
Good morning <Redacted> ,

| hope you are well.

<Redacted> and | were very pleased to meet you at the conference on the future of
reproductive rights in Scotland at the end of October.

If you would be interested, we would be keen to have a follow up chat with you to
discuss some of the topics raised on the day.

Please let me know when is a good time for you and we can arrange a meeting
soon.

Kind Regards,
<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

Mobile: <Redacted> | Email: <Redacted> @gov.scot

In the service —__

PoScottish Covernment Of'scotland & SCOTLAND
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From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 20 December 2024 14:47

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; John Reynolds-Wright (NHS Lothian)
<<Redacted> <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @ed.ac.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS Grampian)
<<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @gov.scot>

Subject: RE: SACP Conference Slot for Scot Govt

Hi all,

That’s great to know. | wondered if you’d also got in touch with SG colleagues in
sexual health who work on contraception? Let me know if it would be of any help to
link you in.

We’ll do a general updates slot, let us know when you’ve finalised the agenda for
how long and we can plan around timings. And I'll also chat to Anna when | see her
next.

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh

From: <Redacted> <Redacted> 2@nhs.scot>
Sent: 20 December 2024 14:43
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To: John Reynolds-Wright <<Redacted> <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @gov.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @ed.ac.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS Grampian)
<<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @gov.scot>

Subject: Re: SACP Conference Slot for Scot Govt

Hi

| think John is right. Don't feel restricted by the rest of the agenda. General update
on Scot Govt themes would be great.

<Redacted>
Sent from Outlook for Android

From: John Reynolds-Wright <Redacted> >

Sent: Friday, December 20, 2024 2:30:55 PM

To: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
2@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted>
@gov.scot <<Redacted> @gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @ed.ac.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS Grampian)
<<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted> @gov.scot <<Redacted> @gov.scot>
Subject: Re: SACP Conference Slot for Scot Govt

Hi <Redacted>

| was at a meeting with Anna on Wednesday and told her about the meeting and that
she may wish to join the SG update session - so she might be in touch with you
about it.

The general theme of the conference will be about post-abortion contraception, but
we were thinking that SG might just want to give a general update about things like
buffer zones, late service, WHP, law reform, etc.

BW
John

<Redacted>

From: John Reynolds-Wright <Redacted>

Sent: 07 June 2024 11:56

To: John Harden <john.harden@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> @gov.scot>; Deputy Chief
Medical Officers <DCMO@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @gov.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: Second trimester national abortion service
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Dear <Redacted>

Thank you for getting back to me - | would be very glad to meet with you. | am
currently in the <Redacted>but | am back on 19th June and can meet most days
(Thursdays are only days where it is a bit trickier)

Looking forward to speaking with you

BW
John

<Redacted>

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Sent: 01 November 2024 14:21

To: John Reynolds-Wright <Redacted> >
Subject: RE: Catch up on later stage abortion

Great, thanks so much John. I'll pop something in on Tues at 11 — if that doesn’t
work let me know as | can also do most the day Tuesday!

Look forward to chatting.

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh

From: John Reynolds-Wright <Redacted>
Sent: 01 November 2024 14:13

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: Re: Catch up on later stage abortion

Hi <Redacted> ,

| am free for a call on:
<Redacted>

Let me know if any of those work

BW
John
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<Redacted>

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Sent: Friday, November 1, 2024 2:07 PM

To: John Reynolds-Wright <Redacted>

Subject: Catch up on later stage abortion

Hi John,

Hope you are well. | thought it could be worth us just touching base on later stage
provision, both regarding any conversations you may have had in Lothian but also to
update on ongoing work on a national level. Do you have any availability over the
next week or so?

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh
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From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 17 January 2024 17:50

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Cost Book Tariff for Abortion Care

Thanks <Redacted>

That data is really useful to see, although appreciate the Scottish data is pretty out of
date.
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Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh

Tel: <Redacted>

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2024 4:44 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: FW: Cost Book Tariff for Abortion Care

Hi <Redacted> and <Redacted>

You will see from emails below that | requested info from Public Health Scotland who
manage cost book for the NHS in Scotland to see if this could give you any inroads
around future service costs. | am not an expert in this area but was looking to see if
they have any tariff costs to share with you to compare with NHSE and BPAS
<Redacted — out of scope>. You might already be familiar with some of this so
apologies if so.

| thought it unlikely in any event to have true comparable like for like costs since
there is no mid trimester surgical service in Scotland. It seems this is correct as
unfortunately it doesn’t appear that NHS Scotland have average tariff costs for
procedures that could be used in a comparable way any longer as cost book
calculations are configured in a different way - the last of this type date back to
2013/14.

They have provided the link to the NHS England national tariff workbook and I have
extracted the relevant sections around abortion/termination from both the Scottish
2013/14 and NHS England 2022 tariffs and attached above.

<Redacted>

You will see from below that there is a means to request work from PHS in regards
to this which may be an option for you, however again it goes back to how you would
compare the costs in Scotland to those in NHSE/BPAS when we don’t have a
comparable surgical service in place. | have advised them that this info was being
shared with SG policy so | am sure they would be helpful around any request or
advice in respect of this — I just used their generic email address to reach out to them
which you’ll find below.

<Redacted>
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| hope this is helpful in terms of things that could be considered for the future service
agreement.

Thanks again to you both for all your help and support throughout.
Best wishes

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
N H S Programme Manager
N, o’/ National Planning
National National Services Directorate

Services NHS National Services Scotland
Scotatnd  YEARS Tel: <Redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | W Chat on Teams

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ 0

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a

From: <Redacted><<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 04 August 2023 15:20

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: SG Meeting with Abortion Advocacy Group
Importance: High

<Redacted> Following a request from Scottish Government, NSD are drafting a
high-level specification for a late trimester abortion service in NHS Scotland. As part
of our commissioning process, we will engage widely with stakeholders and will
value contribution from groups <Redacted> during the process to ensure open
equitable and transparent engagement. <Redacted>

<Redacted>. Stakeholder engagement and consultation with those with lived
experience will be essential to the implementation team following a service
specification when we reach this stage in the process.

We remain committed to developing a pragmatic and clearly defined service
proposal which | anticipate will be presented to Board Chief Executives within the
next two months. If a board comes forward to host a nationally commissioned late
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abortion service, NSD will then consult more widely to develop a more detailed
specification.

Our shared objective remains to ensure NHS Scotland can deliver timely and
person-centred care for those needing to access late trimester abortion services.
<Redacted>

<Redacted>
N H S Medical Director
N, o’/ NSS National Services Division, NHS Scotland Assure, National

National Health Facilities
Services NHS National Services Scotland

Scotland YEARS Tel: <Redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | W Chat on Teams

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a

NHS Scotland
Assure

From: <Redacted> (NHS Forth Valley) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>
Sent: 25 April 2024 17:12

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: Update on later stage abortion work

Sorry, feticide - quick typing and not checking!

<Redacted>
Specialty Doctor Sexual Health

<Redacted>

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 23 April 2024 14:49

To: <Redacted> (NHS Forth Valley) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>
Subject: RE: Update on later stage abortion work

Hi <Redacted>,

Thanks for this — and again <Redacted>. If there is any help we can provide beyond
taking to BCEs please do let me know.
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Just on the later stage point — | assume you mean feticide not regicide? Just want to
triple check in case it is a clinical term | am unfamiliar with!!

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh

From: <Redacted> (NHS Forth Valley) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>
Sent: Monday, April 8, 2024 12:06 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: Update on later stage abortion work

Hello,

Sorry for the delay in getting back to you, I've been on leave.

| doubt there would be any health baord support for me doing later stage abortion
training.

We do MTOP up to 19+6 - | think regicide/ staffing concerns would be the main
barriers to later stage abortion.

Happy to do a teams call if easier to discuss.

Kind regards,

<Redacted>

Sent from Outlook for iOS

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: Monday, March 18, 2024 10:28 am

To: <Redacted> (NHS Forth Valley) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>
Subject: RE: Update on later stage abortion work

Hi <Redacted>,

Sorry for the delay in getting back to you on this. That is really helpful — do you think
you would have Board support for training with BPAS in London out of interest?

And then | also wondered to what gestation you or anyone else within FV can
provide MTOP services to — and is feticide the main barrier for the >20 week cases?

Best wishes,
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<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted> (NHS Forth Valley) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>
Sent: Friday, March 1, 2024 4:09 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Update on later stage abortion work

Hello <Redacted> ,

| would be willing to be trained. However, | would need considerable training as |
don’t do any stage STOP (<Redacted>)

Kind regards,
<Redacted>
<Redacted>
Specialty Doctor Sexual Health

<Redacted>

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: Friday, March 1, 2024 12:18 PM

To: <Redacted> (NHS Forth Valley) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted> T
<<Redacted> 4@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> (NHS FIFE) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted> @lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS
DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted> @aapct.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS Forth Valley) <<Redacted>
@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> (NHS Borders) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
(NHS Borders) <<Redacted> @borders.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS Highland)
<<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted> (NHS Grampian) <<Redacted>
@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> (NHS DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY) <<Redacted>
@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot

Subject: Update on later stage abortion work

Importance: High

Some people who received this message don't often get email from

<Redacted>@gov.scot. Learn why this is important
Dear all,
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Further to the email below and with the SACP meeting next week being postponed, |
also wanted to email with an update on the work we are doing regarding access to
later stage abortions within Scotland.

As you know, National Services Scotland have done a significant amount of work to
consider the options available for delivering a service. The Scottish Government has
now set up a short life working group with representatives from NHS Boards to
consider the most appropriate option.

At the moment, we are doing some initial fact finding work to determine where there
might be willingness or expertise to provide later stage abortions across Scotland.
This is not to suggest one specific Board would provide the service, but just to build
an understanding of the current picture across Scotland.

| would therefore be very grateful if you could, in confidence, respond to this email to
let me know if yourself or anyone you know within your departments currently have
the skills to provide abortions between 20-24 weeks, and whether that would be an
ability to provide medical, surgical or both options and if this includes an ability to
provide feticide.

Similarly, If you are able to provide details on anyone who may not currently be
trained but would be willing to provide these services, that would be incredibly
helpful.

As above, this is just an information gathering exercise to make sure we do have a
full picture of the current situation on the ground at the minute to inform any
recommendations that are made and to aid discussions within the membership of the
short life working group.

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

Attachment 1

Paper #

Scottish Medical Directors

Meeting: SAMD

Meeting date: 25 January 2023

Title: Later stage termination of pregnancy within Scotland — proposal to
develop a specialist service specification
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Responsible Director:  <Redacted>, NSD
Report Author: Scottish Government, Abortion Policy Team

1. 1. Purpose
This is presented to the Committee for:

Decision by SAMD — Support or Not Supported or Support Pending Changes
views

This paper relates to:

Government policy/directive

This aligns to the following NHSScotland quality ambition(s):
Person-Centred

2. 2. Report summary

3. 2.1Situation

The Women'’s Health Plan, published in August 20211, and Scottish Government
Programme for Government 20222 both outline actions to improve access to abortion
care. In particular the Women’s Health Plan sets out an action for the NHS in
Scotland to ‘provide mid-trimester abortion care locally or regionally for all
indications’.

Further to this, the First Minister held a summit on abortion care on 27" June 2022,
which primarily focused on safe access zones, but also looked to address the issues
surrounding the provision of later stage terminations. The Scottish Government has
been trying to make progress on this issue for a number of years without success for
various reasons, which have been further compounded by the onset of the COVID-
19 pandemic. There are clinical and individual benefits to women living in Scotland
being able to access services within Scotland and not having to travel to England
and back at what can be a distressing time for them. The First Minister and Health
Ministers have made clear that it is important to avoid women needing to travel such
significant distances for abortion care. MSPs and women’s health organisations have
also raised concerns that some abortion patients are required to travel to London for
treatment. However, later stage terminations where fetal anomalies are present or
where pregnancy poses a serious risk to maternal health are treated locally. The
Scottish Government is aware that there have also been exceptional circumstances
where women who were considered to be extremely vulnerable due to their age
have sometimes been able to access later stage terminations locally, but this has
been on a case by case basis rather than being planned service provision.

In Scotland, around 13,750 abortions were carried out in 2021. Of these 0.06% (71)
were later stage terminations performed in Scotland, with just under 50 women from

1 Women's health plan - gov.scot (www.goV.scot)
2 Programme for Government - gov.scot (Www.goV.Scot)
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Scotland being sent to England for later stage terminations (the number in 2020 was
similar). <Redacted>.

While mainland NHS Boards have made good progress in ensuring a medical
termination service is available for women locally up to 20 weeks’ gestation
(previously some Boards only provided services to 18 weeks’ gestation), the
provision of later stage termination (20 -24 weeks’) by Boards in Scotland at present
is primarily focused on women seeking to terminate their pregnancy on the grounds
of fetal anomaly or in circumstances where maternal health is at serious risk. For
women who decide to have terminations for other reasons between 20-24 weeks’
gestation there is currently no national or regional service in place meaning that
unless there are exceptional circumstances women have to travel to England to
terminate their pregnancy (all Boards use BPAS clinics to provide this service, with
Richmond, London being the clinic most often used). <Redacted>.

The different use of local and BPAS London clinic varying with the reason for
seeking a termination is an explicit inequality in service provision. The Scottish
Government’s Director for Population Health wrote to NHS Boards in June 2022 to
outline the expectation that women having to travel to access abortion should have
their travel and accommodation organised or paid in advance by the NHS Board to
avoid women struggling to pay to travel and having difficulties in reclaiming the
costs.

Assessment

There are a number of complex, inter-related issues surrounding later stage
terminations. Below we have detailed some of the biggest barriers, although
recognise this is not an exhaustive list and will be further explored in further detail by
NSS when drafting the specification.

Surgical versus Medical

All later stage terminations currently offered in Scotland are medical terminations.
Generally, surgical terminations in Scotland are only available up to 12 or 13 weeks’
gestation in most NHS Board areas <Redacted>). <Redacted>

Conscientious objection

Section 4 of the Abortion Act 1967 means that NHS Boards or other healthcare
providers cannot require a staff member to participate in abortion treatment if the
staff member has a conscientious objection. Clinical staff have previously invoked
their right not to provide terminations due to a conscientious objection when asked to
take part in later stage terminations. <Redacted>

Skillset

Later stage surgical terminations require specialist skills which must be maintained
through ongoing practical use. <Redacted>

Facilities
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Whilst abortion care leads are keen for the introduction of a later stage service,
sexual health clinics are not equipped to provide inpatient care. For patients
requiring later stage terminations, additional provisions within hospital ward settings
would be required. For surgical terminations, access to theatre time would also be
needed. <Redacted>

Next steps

Following on from the National Planning Executive (NPE) meeting a number of
suggestions were made. First and foremost, NPE recommended that NSD are best
placed to take this work forward subject to agreement from SAMD on the approach,
and support from the Scottish Government and NHS Boards where needed. Since
then, the Scottish Government and NSD have discussed options and the Scottish
Government formally submitted an application to commission a service. To take this
forward, NSD will seek to develop a specification for a service and then seek to
identify a hospital(s) willing to host the service.

As noted above, the Scottish Government has previously considered a number of
options for how a service might work within Scotland, which included national,
regional or privately operated services or through a Ministerial Direction to require all
NHS Boards to deliver a local service. Whilst each of these options present
challenges, the steer from NPE and NSD is to develop a national service which
would operate from one or two dedicated sites.

4. 2.2Background

Under the Abortion Act 1967, abortions are available up to 24 weeks’ gestation (and
at higher gestations where certain grounds apply, such as a serious fetal anomaly or
risk to the life of the pregnant woman). However, whilst all NHS Boards in Scotland
offer abortion services for patients having early medical abortions, services in
Scotland for patients having later stage terminations, over 20 weeks’ gestation, are
limited and in most NHS Boards only available to patients with a fetal anomaly
diagnosis. This means many patients having later stage terminations have to travel
to England for this treatment. This can present additional barriers for women in need
of later stage terminations, especially given that many women in this situation are
already vulnerable.

In November 2022, the abortion policy team presented a paper to the National
Planning Executive to ask for their help to identify the best route forward. It was their
recommendation that SAMD should be consulted on how to best deliver the service
and National Services Division (NSD) would be best placed to take this work forward
with the support of SG and NHS Boards by developing a specification for a specialist
service(s) in Scotland.

2.3.1 <Redacted>

2.3.6 Other impacts

Describe other relevant impacts
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Compliance with National or Board Objectives — as mentioned above the
development of national service will help advance the work of the Women’s Health
Plan. Additionally, Scottish Ministers and the First Minister have made a public
commitment to improve access to later stage abortion for women in Scotland.

2.3.7 Communication, involvement, engagement and consultation
to the SG has involved and engaged external stakeholders where appropriate:

Health Board representatives — various meetings throughout 2022
National Planning Executive — 25 November 2022

2.3.8 Route to the meeting

This issue was discussed by the National Planning Executive on 25 November 2022,
who advised that the development of this service should be taken forward by NSD,
but that views should first be sought from SAMD to confirm that Medical Directors
are content with this approach.

5. 2.4Recommendation
Members are asked to:

e Decision and Support — Reaching a conclusion after the consideration of
options.

In order to take this forward, SAMD is asked to support drafting of a specification to
provide a nationally commissioned service, including staffing, facilities and budget
requirements. Once complete, Boards will be invited to submit proposals on how
they could support the requirements contained within the specification.

SAMD are also asked their initial views on the most appropriate options for delivery
of this service within NHS Scotland.

6. 3. List of appendices

Appendix No 1, 2015 Briefing on TOP for National Directors of Planning

Appendix 1

Scottish Late Termination of Pregnancy (TOP) Service

Briefing paper
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1) Introduction

This paper is intended as background for the national Directors of Planning meeting
regarding a potential national Termination of Pregnancy service for gestations
between 18 and 24 weeks.

2) Background

Sexual Health QIS Standard 6.5 states that NHS Boards should have “an agreed
referral mechanism in place for women who require a termination up to the legal limit
of 24 weeks”.

In essence what this means is that each NHS Board performs terminations locally up
to a limit of between 18 and 20 weeks gestation, (depending on the Board) and then
after that stage, women need to travel to England for a termination which is normally
provided by BPAS (British Pregnancy Advisory Service).

Thus every Board passes the QIS standard as they have a referral “mechanism”,
however, the need to travel results in significant inequalities of access due to both
social and financial circumstances.

This is the same for all Scottish Boards and so a working group was set up by the
WOS Sexual Health MCN, but in this case covering all of Scotland. There is senior
clinical representation from all Scottish Mainland Boards.

The aims of the group are

e To investigate the feasibility of establishing a Scottish based service for
terminations of pregnancy up to the legal limit of 24 weeks

e  Tostreamline current arrangements with referrals to service providers in England
e.g. establishment of service level agreements, more consistent travel expense
support for women.

The Working Group has proved to be of great value as a supportive network for
clinicians sharing practice around the delivery of TOP services. The agenda now
encompasses all aspects of TOP, not just Late TOP.

There have already been service improvements, in that the 3 NHS Boards who
previously only provided locally to 16 weeks gestation have now increased their local
limit to 18 weeks. We have also seen the introduction of SLAs in a number of Boards
which have speeded up the referral process with BPAS, which is crucial in a service
where time is so important, as well as systems for claiming expenses.

All Boards now provide locally up to 18 weeks, however, our ultimate ambition is to be
able to provide a centralised service in Scotland which will offer provision up to 24
weeks. Ideally we would like provision to be within the NHS, with the alternative being
an arrangement with independent provider partners.

<Redacted>
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3) Inequalities
<Redacted>

The Scottish Government funded the WELLTOP (Womens Experiences of Later
Termination of Pregnancy in Scotland) study undertaken by the MRC at Glasgow
University in partnership with working group members. The study consisted of a
casenote audit supplemented with individual interviews with women who either
underwent a termination or chose to continue with the pregnancy.

WELLTOP uncovered a number of reasons why women may present late for TOP

e A change in family circumstances: e.g. divorce or separation from partner.

e The pregnancy was completely unplanned.

e Not being aware or not expecting to be pregnant e.g. due to using
contraception or a lack of physical signs of pregnancy.

It also explored the consequences of late presentation with extra emphasis on women
who could only receive the procedure in England.

* High costs associated with travel & accommodation (short notice)
* Unclear if/how to claim reimbursement

» Having to seek help (and possibly disclose TOP)

« Time off work, telling line managers

» Travel alone & leaving young children

» Travel added stress at a difficult time (especially if alone)

» Distance — perceived and actual

* Away from home comforts

» Awareness of differences in services

The MRC have been re-commissioned by the Scottish Government to conduct similar
research into the reasons why women have repeat terminations, the rate of which has
not dropped in recent years alongside the reduction in overall numbers of Abortions.

4) Description of clinical service required

The service would provide termination of pregnancy for women across Scotland
between 18 and 24 weeks (23 weeks + 5 days) gestation. There are two possible
forms of procedure which could be offered, both of which are effective and safe up to
24 weeks

1) Medical TOP: Abortion is induced medically by administration of two separate
drugs. This is mainly a nursing led procedure with medical cover. It is by far the
most common method of termination in Scotland and hence there are large
numbers of staff with most of the skills.

2) Surgical TOP: Abortion is via Dilation and Evacuation. This is a procedure
requiring medical input, and is rarely offered in Scotland above 14 weeks
currently, however it is the main method used by BPAS and Marie Stopes for
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all later stage TOPs in England, as it requires a much shorter average length
of stay.

<Redacted>

The cost per case average for a referral to BPAS is <Redacted>

This includes a consultation fee and a procedure fee but does not include post TOP
contraception which may be fitted in some cases.

Thus the total spent on average per annum in Scotland is approximately <Redacted>
On top of this are contributions to travel and accommodation costs, these have to be
estimated and are based on a full price return rail ticket from Glasgow / Edinburgh to

London and two nights accommodation for one person.

<Redacted>

5) Challenges
Medical vs Surgical
As stated above, both medical and surgical TOPs are considered safe up to 24 weeks.
The vast majority of terminations in Scotland are medical, but all women who attend a
provider in England for TOP post 18 weeks will have a surgical procedure.
<Redacted>
Public and media
There has been limited media coverage of this issue. Most recently (May 2014) the
MRC distributed a press release concerning the WELLTOP research results . There
was interest from the Scotsman in why NHS Boards are not able to provide a service
locally beyond 20 weeks.
Previously there has been interest and some coverage in the Scottish Daily Mail and
Mail on Sunday. An FOI request was submitted alongside similar requests for every

sexual health improvement structure in Scotland.

Abortion is always a controversial area and there is a story of interest to the media in
that women cannot receive a service up to 24 weeks in Scotland for termination.

Staffing

<Redacted>
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Budget:

The figure listed above, <Redacted>, is a reasonably accurate estimate of current
spend by NHS Boards in Scotland. If a service was to be feasible within the NHS either
nationally or hosted by one NHS Board, the costs would be less, (based on a nurse
led Medical TOP service).

<Redacted>

Summary

We would be grateful for the opportunity to discuss the potential for a national Late
TOP service in Scotland, either via this paper or by presentation.

We are seeking the support of the National Directors of Planning meeting in identifying
a potential site or sites which could host the service, and suggestions on how we might
work up a viable model of service or options paper.

We are also seeking advice on what the preferred model of service could be e.g.

Hosted by an NHS Board, a National Service or commissioned from an independent
provider.

Appendix: TOP Working Group — Membership

<Redacted> Consultant Sandyford NHS GG&C
<Redacted> Consultant NHS Tayside
<Redacted> Consultant NHS Highland
<Redacted> Consultant NHS Lothian
<Redacted> Consultant NHS Tayside
<Redacted> Director BPAS

<Redacted> Manager W&C Services | NHS Forth Valley
<Redacted> Consultant NHS Grampian
<Redacted> Head of Nursing Sandyford NHS GG&C
<Redacted> Nurse NHS Highland
<Redacted> National Co-ordinator Scottish Government
<Redacted> Manager WOS MCN
<Redacted> Nurse NHS Highland
<Redacted> Programme Lead MRC | Glasgow University
<Redacted> Consultant NHS Ayrshire & Arran
<Redacted> Consultant NHS Lanarkshire
<Redacted> Consultant NHS Borders
<Redacted> Research Fellow Edinburgh Universities
<Redacted> Administrator BPAS

<Redacted> Nurse NHS Fife
<Redacted> Consultant NHS Fife
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<Redacted> Programme Manager Health Scotland
<Redacted> Consultant NHS Dumfries &
Galloway
Attachment 2

National Planning Board Executive paper on Later Stage Terminations,
Abortion Policy, Population Health Directorate, Directorate-General for Health
and Social Care

Purpose

This paper is intended to provide the Scottish Government’s (SG’s) National
Planning Board with background information on the provision (or lack thereof) of later
stage termination of pregnancy (20 -24 weeks’ gestation), and to ask the Board to
identify the most appropriate route for the introduction of a later stage abortion
service(s) in Scotland, either at a regional or national level.

Situation

Under the Abortion Act 1967, abortions are available up to 24 weeks’ gestation (and
at higher gestations where certain grounds apply, such as a serious fetal anomaly or
risk to the life of the pregnant woman). However, whilst all NHS Boards in Scotland
offer abortion services for patients having early medical abortions, services in
Scotland for patients having later stage terminations, over 20 weeks’ gestation, are
limited and in most NHS Boards only available to patients with a fetal anomaly
diagnosis. This means many patients having later stage terminations have to travel
to England for this treatment.

The Women'’s Health Plan, published in August 20213, and Scottish Government
Programme for Government 20224 both outline actions to improve access to abortion
care. In particular the Women’s Health Plan sets out an action for the NHS in
Scotland to ‘provide mid-trimester abortion care locally or regionally for all
indications’.

Further to this, the First Minister (FM) held a summit on abortion care on 27" June
2022, which primarily focused on safe access zones, but also looked to address the
issues surrounding the provision of later stage abortion. The Scottish Government
has been trying to make progress on this issue for a number of years without
success for various reasons, which have been further compounded by the onset of
the COVID-19 pandemic. However, the FM and Health Ministers have made clear
that it is important to make progress to avoid women needing to travel such
significant distances for abortion care and many MSPs and women’s health

3 Women's health plan - gov.scot (www.goV.scot)
4 Programme for Government - gov.scot (Www.goV.scot)
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organisations have also raised concerns that some abortion patients are being
required to travel to London for treatment (even though other later stage patients are
being treated locally).

The Chief Medical Officer has suggested that the National Planning Group would be
best placed to provide advice on the most appropriate option for delivering a later
stage/mid-trimester service(s) in Scotland. CMO has indicated that he would wish all
options to be considered, including considering regional services where that is
possible, with a strong focus on what best meets women’s needs and their local
circumstances.

In conjunction with the writing of this paper, we have been exploring with senior
clinicians within some Health Boards whether a service could be maintained either
nationally or regionally, but have so far been unable to secure a commitment to
launching a service.

Background

In Scotland in 2021, around 13,750 abortions were carried out. Of these 0.06% (71)
were later stage terminations performed in Scotland, with just under 50 women from
Scotland being sent to England for later stage abortions (the number in 2020 was
similar). In addition, the English provider BPAS believes that some women are not
proceeding with terminations because of concerns about having to travel to England,;
therefore some more women may choose to have a termination rather than continue
with their pregnancy if they could access an abortion more easily.

While mainland NHS Boards have made good progress in ensuring a medical
termination service is available for women locally up to 20 weeks’ gestation
(previously some Boards only provided services to 18 weeks’ gestation), the
provision of later stage abortion by Boards in Scotland at present is primarily focused
on women seeking to terminate their pregnancy on the grounds of fetal anomaly or in
circumstances where maternal health is at serious risk. For women who decide to
have abortions for other reasons between 20-24 weeks’ gestation there is currently
no national or regional service in place meaning that most women have to travel to
England to terminate their pregnancy (all Boards use British Pregnancy Advisory
Service (BPAS) clinics to provide this service, with Richmond, London being the
clinic most often used). Therefore, women who are often vulnerable have to travel
large distances to access the service they need; while having a later stage abortion
is already very difficult for patients, this adds to the distress and practical issues like
the time taken to travel to and from London and arrangements for this can make the
process even more daunting than it would otherwise be.

All NHS Boards in Scotland have service level agreements in place with BPAS,
whereby later stage abortions are paid for by the Board, and women travel to
England to have their procedure. This service is costly, and creates inequality
between women accessing later stage abortions based on their reasons for seeking
a termination. The Scottish Government’s Director for Population Health wrote to
NHS Boards in June 2022 to outline the expectation that women having to travel to
access abortion should have their travel and accommodation organised or paid in
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advance by the NHS Board to avoid women struggling to pay to travel and having
difficulties in reclaiming the costs.

Issues
There are a number of complex, inter-related issues surrounding later stage
abortions. Below we have detailed some of the biggest barriers, although recognise

this is not an exhaustive list.

Conscientious objection

Section 4 of the Abortion Act 1967 means that NHS Boards or other healthcare
providers cannot require a staff member to participate in abortion treatment if the
staff member has a conscientious objection. Clinical staff have invoked their right not
to provide terminations due to a conscientious objection when asked to take part in
later stage abortions <Redacted>

Surgical versus Medical

All later stage abortions currently offered in Scotland are medical terminations.
Generally surgical terminations in Scotland are only available up to 12 or 13 weeks’
gestation in most NHS Board areas <Redacted>

Skillset

Later stage surgical terminations require specialist skills which must be maintained
through ongoing practical use; <Redacted>.

Facilities

Whilst abortion care leads are keen for the introduction of a later stage service, it
must be noted the services those who operate from sexual health clinics work in are
not equipped to provide in-patient care. For patients requiring later stage abortions,
additional provisions within hospital ward settings would be required. For surgical
terminations, access to theatre time would also be needed. <Redacted>

In addition, the 2015 paper also detailed the potential cost implications in relation to
staffing and the challenges associated with surgical versus medical abortions. This
will now be somewhat out of date, but may provide a helpful starting point for the
National Planning Board’s considerations.

Options considered

We have considered a number of options in the past and more recently, as detailed
below. However, the options set out are at a very early stage of development, and
we would welcome the National Planning Board’s consideration of the viability of any
of the below options, along with any further possible options that the Board may
consider.

1. National service - <Redacted>.
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2. Regional service — <Redacted>.

3. Privately—supported service — <Redacted>.

4. Direction to Boards — <Redacted>.

Next steps

We are asking the National Planning Board for options to deliver a national or
regional service(s). We are conscious that this is a complex issue that will require
careful thought, and would welcome the group’s help in finding meaningful solutions
given all of the issues identified. This may involve detailed cost analysis to
understand what is feasible, as well as consideration with NHS Boards of the relative
benefits of offering either a surgical or a medical service, or both.

Additional documentation

SBARR — Mid Trimester Abortion
Author — <Redacted>, Programme Manager — National Planning, NSD
Date — 12" December 2023

Situation

Mid Trimester Abortion is a National Planning workstream currently reporting via
the National Planning Board. It has followed an NSD national commissioning
process to date with the intention of progressing via the National Specialist
Services Committee (NSSC) should a host Health Board have been identified as a
provider of a nationally designated service for Scotland, however this has not been
the case.

The workstream is therefore proposed to be closed by NSD at this stage and a
detailed report included as Appendix 1 has been submitted to Scottish
Government to conclude this work. The paper informs the Scottish Government of
the status of the request to explore a mid-trimester abortion service as a national
designation. It sets out the significant barriers to progress in establishing a service
within Scotland, potential alternative options for the Scottish Government to
consider and other ways to improve access to abortion care in Scotland and
England for the Scottish population.

Background

In January 2023, the Scottish Government requested NSD to develop a service

specification for a nationally designated mid-trimester abortion service in Scotland
up to 23+6 weeks gestation of pregnancy. This is with a view to expanding access
to abortion care in Scotland, ensuring that the population can access treatment to
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deliver termination of pregnancy (within the legislative and regulatory framework)
and therefore preventing approximately 60 patients per year travelling to England
to access treatment in the independent sector. This is aligned to a policy
commitment to improving access to abortion services for women as outlined within
the Women'’s Health Plan (WHP).

The NSD medical, national planning and specialist commissioning teams have
undertaken extensive engagement to develop an outline service specification for a
national Scottish service. The specification was shared with Scottish Association
Medical Directors and taken to Board Chief Executives (BCE) seeking expressions
of interest as a host Board, to would work with NSD in developing a detailed
specification for NSSC consideration as a national designation. Expressions of
interest were due by 315t October 2023 and NSD can report that no Board has
come forward as a potential host.

Assessment

The sensitivities of abortion service provision and potential challenges to develop a
team of staff to deliver a service, in line with legislative conscientious objection
rights are well known. <Redacted>

There is key difference between Scotland and England in terms of service
provision and the commissioning models. NHS England provision to the majority of
this cohort of patients (77%) is undertaken in the independent sector (usually by
specialist abortion providers in the third sector) with only medically complex
patients treated within the NHS. The independent sector in England also provides
abortion care to women from Wales and overseas including Northern Ireland and
Ireland where abortion in the mid trimester is legislatively more limited than in
Scotland, England and Wales. The population size, patient volumes, higher
abortion rate and commissioning/delivery model in England make this more viable
service provision, which is challenging to replicate within an NHS model in
Scotland. European and wider comparisons are difficult as abortion laws and
gestational limits vary significantly with many countries having lower limits than the
Abortion Act 1967.

A full and detailed assessment of the barriers to progress as a national designation
and alternative options for Scottish Government to consider are included in
Appendix 1.

Recommendation

The NHSS Planning & Delivery Board are asked to NOTE the recommendations
made by National Planning to Scottish Government which were to:

= Note the status of the national development support requested by the
Scottish Government and work undertaken by NSD to date.

*= Note that no Scottish Health Board has come forward as a potential host
and the barriers to progress as a national designation that NSD have
outlined.

= Consider the potential future options as outlined <Redacted>

Route to Decision
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= Board Chief Executives — <Redacted — out of scope>.
= Scottish Association of Medical Directors

Papers should be submitted via the healthplanning@gov.scot mailbox, 10 working
days prior to the NHS Scotland Planning & Delivery Board taking place.

SBAR Title: Mid-Trimester Abortion Service — NSD Status and Options Business
Area: National Planning and Specialist Commissioning

Authors: <Redacted> & <Redacted>

Date: 04/12/2023

Version: 0.6

The SITUATION

This paper seeks to outline:

= the status of the national development support requested by the Scottish
Government and work undertaken by NSD to date

= the background to this issue and current service provision in Scotland

= barriers to progress as a national designation

= potential alternative options for the Scottish Government to consider

= other ways that NSD have identified to improve access to abortion care in Scotland
and mid-trimester abortion care in England

Policy position and status of NSD’s National Development Support

In January 2023, the Scottish Government requested National Services Directorate
(NSD), NHS National Services Scotland develop a service specification for a
nationally designated mid-trimester abortion service in Scotland up to 23+6 weeks
gestation of pregnancy. This is with a view to expanding access to abortion care in
Scotland, ensuring that the population can access treatment to deliver termination of
pregnancy (within the legislative and regulatory framework) and therefore preventing
approximately 60 patients per year travelling to England to access treatment. This is
aligned to a policy commitment to improving access to abortion services for women
as outlined within the Women'’s Health Plan (WHP).

The NSD medical, national planning and specialist commissioning teams have
undertaken engagement with the Scottish Association of Medical Directors (SAMD),
Scottish Abortion Care Providers Group, an NHS England specialist provider,
Scottish Government and the current third sector providers to develop an outline
service specification for a national Scottish surgical service. The specification was
shared with SAMD and taken to Board Chief Executives (BCE) seeking expressions
of interest as a host Health Board, to would work with NSD in developing a detailed
specification for National Specialist Services Committee (NSSC) consideration as a
national designation. Expressions of interest were due by 31st October 2023 and
NSD can report that no Health Board has come forward as a potential host.

BACKGROUND

Current Scottish Service Provision Legally, termination of pregnancy for all grounds
of the Abortion Act 1967 is permitted up to 23+6 weeks gestation. There is no
gestational limit under certain specific circumstances. Scottish mainland NHS Boards
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offer a termination service to all women locally up to around 20 weeks gestation. The
range of potential treatment options within each Board is variable. The provision of
mid trimester abortion by Health Boards in Scotland above 20 weeks gestation is
limited and primarily focused on provision of medical termination for women seeking
to terminate their pregnancy on certain specific grounds such as foetal anomaly or
where maternal health is at serious risk. Abortion care is not routinely available in
Scotland for women seeking a termination for other reasons above 20 weeks
gestation. There are therefore approximately 60 women each year who travel to
England for treatment via Third Sector Providers — commissioned directly by each
Health Board. <Redacted>

Scottish Data The most recent figures from Public Health Scotland available up to
the end of 2022 indicate that 16,596 terminations of pregnancy were undertaken for
women resident in Scotland of which 0.8% were between 18 and 20 weeks and
0.4% from 21+ weeks gestation. This has been consistent for the past 3 years with
an average of 0.7% and 0.4% yearly. Whilst there is a slow steady upward trend in
the overall rate of abortions, the numbers above 20 weeks undertaken within
Scotland (under specific circumstances only) have remained stable, at approximately
95 per annum (estimate due to data recording). The number of abortions for Scottish
patients undertaken by third sector providers in England fell in 2020 and 2021
potentially attributed to Covid and travel restrictions. Numbers have however
increased in 2022 and there is an indication of a further increase in 2023 to
potentially pre-Covid levels. <Redacted>

Table 1: Number of Scottish patients accessing Abortion Care via current Third
Sector Provider (BPAS) in England

Year Number of Patients
2019 94
2020 46
2021 42
2022 65

The Health Board with the largest number of patients accessing mid trimester
abortion care within the Third Sector provider in England (BPAS) is <Redacted>

Method of Termination There are 2 main types of abortion:

= Medical Abortion — taking medicine to end the pregnancy (in the mid-trimester the
process of expelling the pregnancy requires admission to a clinic or hospital setting
for a day or up to 2 days).

= Surgical Abortion — a procedure to remove the pregnancy (over 18 weeks this is
typically carried out in two stages; cervical preparation followed by the surgical
procedure which is usually carried out under General Anaesthetic and typically as a
day case). Gestations above 22 weeks require the administration of a Feticide
injection to stop the fetal heart beat prior to the abortion in both of the above
methods - as recommended by the Royal College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists. <Redacted>. Medical abortions accounted for over 98% of total
abortions in Scotland 2022. There has been a significant increase since comparable
available data in 2013. There has been a continuing upward trend in medical
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abortions since the early 1990s, when mifepristone (a drug that blocks the
progesterone hormone that is needed for a pregnancy to continue) was first licensed
for use in the UK. There was an additional effect during 2020 and 2021 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. There has consequently been a significant decrease in
surgical abortions in Scotland now equating to just over 1% of service provision.
Table 3: Terminations by Method, Scotland 2013-2022

Year All methods Surgical Medical
(all gestations) (all gestations) (all gestations)
Number Number Percentage % Number Percentage %
2013 11,954 2,589 21.7 9,362 78.3
2022 16,596 200 1.2 16,392 98.8

Public Heailth Scotland. 2022

At present in Scotland, surgical abortions are generally only offered up to around 13
weeks gestation. <Redacted> Comparisons with England & Wales There were
214,256 abortions for women resident in England and Wales in 2021, the highest
number since the Abortion Act was introduced. Data also shows that there has been
a slow steady upward trend in the abortion rate as has also been in the case in
Scotland. Scotland has always had a lower rate of abortions, and this continues to
be the case. There has been a similar increase in medical terminations in England &
Wales with 87% of abortions being medically inducted in 2021 (compared with 98%
in Scotland). Surgical abortions have also significantly reduced and there is concern
about the sustainability of surgical services (National Service Specification for NHS
Abortion Care, RCOG, 2022). There does however remain more surgical provision in
England compared with Scotland (13% in England & Wales compared with 1% in
Scotland). The key difference between Scotland and England & Wales is in terms of
service provision. Data from NHS England shows that around 77% of abortion care
is provided by the independent sector and this has been steadily increasing over the
past 20 years (Gov.uk Abortion Statistics England and Wales,2021). Through
contractual arrangements with NHS Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs),
approved independent sector clinics perform NHS-funded abortions. The main
independent providers are British Pregnancy Advisory Service (BPAS), Marie Stopes
International (MSI) and National Unplanned Pregnancy Advisory Service (NUPAS).
This is in contrast with Scotland where abortion care is almost entirely provided
directly by the NHS. Services provided in the independent sector typically operate
from free-standing clinics and are staffed and equipped to provide abortion care for
healthy patients or those with mild systemic disease. However, patients with
significant co-morbidities and/or medical complications require management in an
NHS hospital setting where there is an MDT with specific clinical expertise and
access to diagnostics, therapeutics and blood, theatres and critical care. This is
planned on an NHS England national basis to secure NHS capacity to safely conduct
around 3,000 complex terminations per year. The National Service Specification for
NHS Abortion Care, RCOG, 2022 (published to inform commissioning in NHS
England) advises that patients should expect general abortion services to be
provided as close to home as they would be when accessing other pregnancy
services such as for miscarriage or obstetric care. It recognised that not all choices
will be available at all locations, and travel may be necessary to access more
complex care options (e.g. later gestation, general anaesthesia). It acknowledges
that later gestation cases require specialist skills and resources with a
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recommendation that these should be available within each Region, or in the most
complex cases, national centres (Note: most NHS England regions have populations
higher than the total population of Scotland). Route to NSD for national development
support The Scottish Government requested National Planning Executive advice on
the best approach to delivering mid-trimester abortion service(s) in Scotland. This
was at the request of the Chief Medical Officer who had suggested that the National
Planning Group would be best placed to provide advice on the most appropriate
option for delivering a later stage/mid-trimester service(s) in Scotland. <Redacted>

The National Planning Executive considered the request in November 2022 and did
not support the proposal proceeding to the National Planning Board. It
recommended an application to be considered for national designation via National
Specialist Services Committee and suggested engagement with the Scottish
Association of Medical Directors (SAMD) and Board Chief Executives (BCE).
Scottish Government were therefore requested to submit an application for national
development support from NSD in line with NSDs new commissioning process. An
application was received in January and NSD assigned the medical team, with
support from the national planning team, to lead on this work.

Aims and Objectives

NSD worked to develop a national mid trimester abortion service specification, from
engagement with Scottish Government and key stakeholders the following core aims
and objectives of this were identified as:

= Improve access to abortion - reducing barriers such as travel, distance, time away
from family

= Person centred, accessible and timely care pathway

» Reduce inequality of access and stigma for all women within the legislative
framework

= Increase choice of procedure method & location

= Enhance training and skills for staff already providing other abortion, sexual health,
obstetric and genecology services within NHS Scotland.

ASSESSMENT

National Service for Scotland

Whist it is recognised that there are clear benefits for a national surgical service,
NSD identified a number of weakness and threats that may have been barriers to a
host Health Board coming forward as a provider. A summary is provided below:
Proposal Nationally Designated Service Descriptor

<Redacted>

Alternative Options
<Redacted>

RECOMMENDATIONS

Conclusions
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NSD have undertaken engagement with a wide range of stakeholders to develop an
outline service specification for a national Scottish Mid Trimester Abortion service.
However, no Health Board has come forward as a potential host. <Redacted>

Recommendations

NSD recommends that Scottish Government colleagues:

= Note the status of the national development support requested by the Scottish
Government and work undertaken by NSD to date

= Note that no Scottish Health Board has come forward as a potential host and the
barriers to progress as a national designation that NSD have outlined

= Consider the potential future options as outlined <Redacted>

Appendix 1 — High Level Scottish Abortion Care Pathway

Current Patient Access to Abortion Care
(Termination of Pregnancy in line with
the Abortion Act 1967)

ALL GROUNDS
{up to 23+6 weeks gestation
Legal Limit)

Assessment identifies
medical complexity

Appendix 2 — Current Termination of Pregnancy (ToP) Provision for Scottish Patients
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Appendix 1 = Current Termination of Pregnancy (ToP) Provision for Scottish Patients

Termination of Pregnancy Provision for Scottish Patients

Gestation of Pregnancy (weeks)

Statutory Grounds of the

Abortion Legislation Clinical Provision
Surgical® ToP
in Mainland Scottish Health Boards
Medical ToP

in Mainland Scottish Health Boards
Early Medical Abortion at Home in
Mainland Scottish Health Boards
Medical ToP

Third Sector Providers in England **
Surgical ToP

Third Sector Providers in England **

Specific Categories Only Surgical® ToP

(e.g. risk to life of in Mainland Scottish Health Boards
pregnant women, foetal Medical ToP

abnormality) in Mainland Scottish Health Boards

* Many Health Boards have indicated that Surgical ToP is limited by theatre capacity and staffing required

**Formal commissioned pathways to Third Sector Providers for Scottish Patients are from 20 weeks, whist the providers offer services below this gestation, these
are usually only available to Scottish patients where patients wish to self-fund. meders report recemng referrals and treating patients from 17 weeks where
Health Boards expect waiting times will lead pati to d 20 weeks g n at time of tr

All Grounds

Appendix 3 — Outline Service Specification for a Scottish National Mid Trimester
Abortion Service

Title: Outline Service Specification for Notifications of Interest as Service Provider
Scottish National Mid Trimester Abortion Service NSD Reference NSD0000140
Category Specialist Service Scottish National Mid Trimester Abortion Service
Programme of Care Population Health Date 6 th September 2023 NSD602-001.04
V2

Background
Policy Context

In January 2023, the Scottish Government formally requested that NHS National
Services Scotland, National Services Division (NSD) develop an outline specification
to allow for the commissioning of a Scottish national service to deliver mid-trimester
abortions up to 23+6 weeks gestation. This was with a view to ensuring that
residents can access all the available modalities of treatment to deliver termination of
pregnancy (within the legislative and regulatory framework) in Scotland. This is
aligned to a clear policy position from the Scottish Government who are committed to
improving access to abortion services for women in Scotland as outlined within the
Women'’s Health Plan (WHP). Specifically, the WHP action 17 states “Provide mid-
trimester abortion care locally or regionally for all indications.” The provision of the
service within Scotland is intended to reduce travel barriers for women seeking mid-
trimester abortions. Historically approximately 60 women per year have travelled to
England for such procedures from 20 to 23+6 weeks gestation.

What is the current provision in Scotland?

116



Legally, termination of pregnancy for all grounds of the Abortion Act 1967 is
permitted up to 23+6 weeks of pregnancy. There is no gestational limit for abortions
if; it is necessary to save the women’s life, it is to prevent grave permanent injury to
the physical or mental health of the pregnant women, or if there is a substantial risk
of the child being born with serious disabilities. Mainland NHS Boards offer a medical
termination service to all women locally up to around 20 weeks gestation. The range
of potential treatment options available within each Health Board however is
variable. The provision of mid to later trimester abortion by Health Boards in
Scotland above 20 weeks gestation is primarily focused on women seeking to
terminate their pregnancy on certain specific grounds such as foetal anomaly or
where maternal health is at serious risk. Care is therefore not routinely available to
women seeking an abortion for other reasons above 20 weeks within Scotland.
Women who wish to access treatment require to travel to third sector providers in
England (usually London) such as the British Pregnancy Advice Service (BPAS) or
MSI Reproductive Choices (MSI) who are also commissioned by NHS England to
provide abortion services. Individual Health Boards contract with the provider/s and
are also responsible for the travel and accommodation costs for women accessing
the service. <Redacted>. Over time (and specifically as a result of the Covid-19
pandemic) there has been a move towards a greater proportion of women having an
abortion earlier in their pregnancy and a move towards a medical rather than surgical
approach to care. <Redacted>. NSD602-001.04 V2 Page 3 of 6

What is the ask of Health Boards?

NSD have engaged with the Scottish Association of Medical Directors, Scottish
Abortion Care Providers Group, Scottish Government, MSI and BPAS (the current
Third sector, charitable organisations who provide the service). NSD now wish to
seek applications of interest from Health Boards in Scotland who currently provide
termination of pregnancy services and who would be willing to work closely with NSD
to develop a more detailed specification to deliver a national service for mid-trimester
surgical abortions which meets the clinical needs of the small number of individuals
each year from the Scottish population who require this care. This document
contains a high-level outline of the proposed specification. NSD are seeking a
potential provider Health Board and would intend to engage with the potential
provider and it’s planners, clinicians, service and financial management to develop a
fully detailed specification of requirements for the implementation of a national
service in Scotland. The detailed specification will be presented for scrutiny to the
National Specialist Services Committee (NSSC) following wider stakeholder
engagement and consultation. NSD are seeking expressions of interest from Health
Board providers with the endorsement of the Board Chief Executive and Medical
Director by 31st October 2023. Expressions of interest should be submitted to:
National Planning, National Services Division via email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot
NSD602-001.04 D2

Outline Specification Summary
This outline specification has been developed for a proposed service and sets out

the overarching requirements for a national service to provide mid trimester abortion
services for Scottish residents. The overarching aim of the service will to be to
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provide non-judgemental, timely and compassionate care that respects dignity and
well-being, recognising the complex and diverse circumstances that may lead
women to seek mid to late trimester abortion services. More specifically the National
Mid Trimester abortion service will:

a) provide a surgical termination of pregnancy service to an estimated number of up
to 150 Scottish residents per year who are between 18 and 23+6-weeks' gestation of
pregnancy.

b) provide equity of access and provision of a surgical service to all Scottish
residents who are pregnant and are seeking termination of pregnancy and are
between 18 and 23+6 weeks gestation of pregnancy.

c) be commissioned from a single provider Health Board within Scotland who will
work closely with local and regional reproductive health services to ensure that the
patient referral and treatment pathway is uniform and without delay for those
individuals who require mid-trimester abortion.

d) aim to assess referred women within 7 days of referral to ensure there is no
undue delay to treatment due to the legislative requirements to conclude treatment
by 23+6 weeks gestation.

e) promote shared decision making and informed choice.

f) protect patient autonomy and confidentiality.

g) ensure that patients have access to information in an easily understandable form
to support them to make fully informed decisions about their care.

The service will not provide the following elements of patient care:

a) medical termination of pregnancy services as these are not within the scope of
this service and will remain the responsibility of territorial Health Boards to provide
and/or commission where local service provision is unavailable.

b) pre-treatment counselling and aftercare will remain the responsibility of referring
reproductive health service as would be the case were the patient to be undergoing
medical termination of pregnancy locally.

c) general ongoing reproductive healthcare and contraception bar in the immediate
postprocedural period.

To ensure the effective and comprehensive provision of mid to late trimester abortion
services, the provider shall collaborate and partner with various stakeholders,
including:

a) Other NHS organisations in Scotland, to share best practices, coordinate services,
and address any regional disparities in access to care.

b) Relevant professional organisations, such as the Royal College of Obstetricians
and Gynaecologists (RCOG), the Scottish Abortion Care Providers Group, the British
Society of Abortion Care Providers (BSACP) to access expert guidance and support.
c¢) Third sector and community-based organisations, to facilitate referrals, provide
additional support services, and raise awareness of the availability and importance of
mid to late trimester abortion services.

d) The Scottish Government and other relevant public authorities, to ensure
compliance with regulatory requirements, secure necessary funding, and contribute
to the development of national policies and strategies related to reproductive
healthcare.

Population Need & Staffing Considerations
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The most recent figures available up to the end of 2022 indicate that 16,596
terminations of pregnancy were undertaken for women resident in Scotland of which
0.8% were between 18 and 20 weeks and 0.4% from 21+ weeks. This has been
constant for the last 3 years with an average of 0.7% and 0.4% yearly. In total this
equates to approximately 200 patients who could potentially be eligible for care.
English statistics suggest that approximately 75% of patients undergo mid-trimester
surgical termination of pregnancy and 25% a medical termination. <Redacted>

Financial Projections
NSD intends to work with a provider Health Board to fully cost the service including

all aspects of training and development, staffing and infrastructure required to deliver
a service. <Redacted>

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 03 January 2025 09:48

To: John Harden <John.Harden@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS Highland) <<Redacted>
@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-
Kerr@gov.scot>

Subject: Later stage abortion - PDB Paper - Updated Draft

Good morning all,

| hope you all had a lovely new year. I’'m emailing to attach an updated draft of the
paper on later stage abortion to go to the next planning and delivery Board in Feb.

<Redacted>.
This paper therefore sets out the situation and the discussions held around each
option, <Redacted>. This has also been flagged as an upcoming item at the

previous PDB in December.

| would be grateful for any comments on this paper by COP Monday 13 Jan to
ensure we can get this back up to the PDB secretariat.

Separately, we are going to start compiling a list of people who should sit on an
implementation group so if you do have any suggestions of individuals who may be
interested/helpful please do let us know.

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>
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Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk>

Sent: 17 January 2025 06:53

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; John Harden <John.Harden@gov.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted> @lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; Justine Craig
<Justine.Craig2@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-
Kerr@gov.scot>; Paula Speirs <Paula.Speirs@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Later stage abortion - PDB Paper - Updated Draft

Thanks all

| have no further comments on the paper.

Kind regards
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | Director of Midwifery | Womens Services
<Redacted> | <Redacted>
PA <Redacted> <Redacted> @lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk ' 01698 366301

NHS 75 @mm

SCOTLAND YEARE =
. unicef &

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 16 January 2025 16:43

To: John Harden <john.harden@gov.scot>; <Redacted> (NHS Lanarkshire)
<<Redacted> @lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS Highland)
<<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted> @lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk>; Justine Craig Justine.Craig2@gov.scot
Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <simon.cuthbert-kerr@gov.scot>;
Paula Speirs <paula.speirs@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Later stage abortion - PDB Paper - Updated Draft

Hi all,

With thanks to the comments received on the paper, I've made some minor tweaks—
<Redacted>.
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If anyone has any further comments on this please do let me know — I will submit to
the PDB mid next week.

Best wishes and thank you again,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

2E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

Slide 1

Later Presentations -
Background & Future

<Redacted> - West of Scotland MCNs, Sexual Health and Child Protection
<Redacted> - Abortion Policy Team Leader, Scottish G

Slide 2
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Content

» Reasons why women present late

» Barriers to access

» What progress has and hasn’t been made?
» National Summit on Abortion Care

» Work Being Progressed

» The Future

Slide 3

Why Women May Present Late?

Slide 4

WELTOP - Women'’s Experiences of Later
Termination of Pregnancy
Qualitative study of women’s experience of later abortion in Scotland
Includes in depth interviews with 23 women presenting >= 16 weeks gestation
MRC plus various drawn from working group
Reported late 2013, published 2014

Access to and experience of later abortiol
from women in Scotland. Perspectives o]
Reproductive Health, Purcell et al, 20:

Slide 5
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“Reasons for seeking later abortion are complex and va
among women in Scotland, and suggest that reducing
barriers to access and improving local provision of such
abortions are a necessity.”

Access to and experience of later
from women in Scotland. Persp,
Reproductive Health, Purcell

Slide 6
\
Why Present Late?
»Late H}resegtation will always be there no matter how
streamlined we are.
» “not expecting to be pregnant” = not recognising signs of
belong prpegnan% pres s s sl
»Change in social circumstances eg end of a relationship
»Women have to mobilise a significant amount of resources to
present at services
»Pregnancy
»Considering options
»Seeking Abortion (Post 20 weeks)
»Navigating services
»Social Circumstan: Fs: T)'me aw,:il)/ frqm ,worh,/ family, having
to say why, controlling / coercive relationship etc.....
»Women are aware of the inequalities, “stigma”
Slide 7
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Barriers to Access Post 20 Weeks

» Social and Family Circumstances

» Time away from work / family, having to say why, Never left Scotland before....
» Inability or unwillingness to travel - Travel is “stressful”, “unpleasant”, often a ba
itself!

Cost

Round Trip of 800 - 1200 miles! (Always an overnight stay)
Affordability: (Even less affordable than 2014)

Short window of opportunity

vV v.YVvyy

Slide 8

What did SACP Do?

» Lobbied for equalisation of service access - all boards to 20 weeks

» <Redacted>

» Developed a National Service application with NSS

» Submitted a paper to National Directors of Planning meeting -
endorsement but no progress

» Presented and explored options for solutions to provision in Scotland

» Supported WELTOP and WEMA studies

» Took as far as we could from a bottom up clinical approach

Slide 9
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Why hasn’t it been solved?

» Tiny percentage of overall Abortion numbers, even smaller these days. Wider
services have improved

Numbers too small for weekly service - could be zero attendees or eight attendees
» High cost to bring in external providers
» Medical v Surgical

» Medical: Open ended pathway up to 36 hours
» Surgical: Maintaining skills and competence in Scotland
» Clinical Governance issues

» Pandemic and EMAH plus other issues e.g. Northern Ireland, Safe Ac
needing solving

» <Redacted>

Slide 10

SO WHAT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED?

Slide 11

QIS Standard 6.5 2009

“The NHS Board has an agreed I'efe I'I'al meChanism

in place (where services are not available locally) for women who require
a termination of pregnancy up to the legal time limit for such procedures”
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Slide 12

HIS Standard 10 2022

10.8 NHS boards and IJBs provide local abortion services up to at least 20 weeks’
gestation.

10.9 Where an NHS board or IJB cannot offer abortion services above 20 weeks’
gestation within their area, they work in partnership to provide an appropriate and
person-centred care pathway for all women , trans and non-binary people requiring
an abortion up to the legal limit.

10.10 People accessing abortion care receive reimbursement of travel funds in line
with local acute or secondary care policies. |

Slide 13

Statistics from 2013 - Scottish Residents i
England

» 119 Abortions in England to Scottish
Women in total in 2013 (DOH)

» 88 Abortions 16 - 24 weeks (DOH)
» 76 Abortions 20 -24 weeks (BPAS)

» 64% of Abortions were 20 weeks
plus

Slide 14
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this due to better more accessible services.

Is this a good thing? Are women presenting earlier? Ana/

Slide 15

Scottish TOP clients with gestation >= 20 weeks

ContractParentName

2019

2020

2021

2022

<Redacte = <Redacte = <Redacte = <Redacte
AYRSHIRE & ARRAN HB d> d> d> d>
<Redacte = <Redacte  <Redacte | <Redacte
BORDERS HB d> d> > d>
<Redacte ' <Redacte | <Redacte <Redacte
BORDERS LHB d> d> d> d>
<Redacte = <Redacte | <Redacte = <Redacte
DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY HB d> > d> d>
<Redacte = <Redacte = <Redacte = <Redacte
FIFE HB d> d> > d>
<Redacte | <Redacte = <Redacte = <Redacte
FIFE NHS BOARD > d> d> d>
<Redacte = <Redacte = <Redacte = <Redacte
FORTH VALLEY HB d> d> d> d>
<Redacte | <Redacte = <Redacte = <Redacte
GRAMPIAN LHB d> d> d> d>
<Redacte = <Redacte = <Redacte = <Redacte
GREATER GLASGOW & CLYDE HEALTH BOARD d> d> d> d>
<Redacte | <Redacte | <Redacte  <Redacte
HIGHLAND LHB d> d> d> d>
<Redacte | <Redacte = <Redacte = <Redacte
LA HB d> d> d> d>
<Redacte = <Redacte = <Redacte = <Redacte
LOTHIAN HB d> d> d> d>
<Redacte = <Redacte = <Redacte <Redacte
TAYSIDE HB d> d> > d>
<Redacte = <Redacte = <Redacte = <Redacte
Private d> d> d> >
Grand Total 82 35 39 5BPA

Slide 16
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2013,

<Redacted>

Slide 17

Progress so far ......

A 22 h
>cdc'n lfrrJnuecf t 0at A %r’g%% ?so g\r/%?lé\?)éec cL)JJE)launndtll 9+6

»Thus l1mném§rg10t removing) access inequality

between
>W1 emn SLAs with Provider: L ave a
as(]jIEI% f 853 edures%ut onSly%/’PZ?%oar s (
per HI
>SuPIJ())cr)]rtc1(r)1 Elace for travelling expenses, - But still
>Prov1ders suPport with travel and accommodation
arrangemen

>%uwle)g g g'f) I\;veoarpse{\o(Becl cPerce(%cage ) travelling post

»0n agenda for the two First Minister led summits

Slide 18

Progress following Summit on Abortion
Care

» The Women’s Health Plan and Health Improvement Scotland Sexual
Health Standards identified specific actions to improve access to abortion
care

» In June 2022 the Director of Population Health wrote to all Health Boards
on travel and accommodation costs for women having to travel to access
later stage abortions

» Scottish Government reminded Boards that funding is available for anyone
who wishes to go on the training required to deliver later stage abortions

» All mainland Health Boards now provide abortion service up to at least 20
weeks’ gestation

» The First Minister, and the Minister for Public Health Women’s Heath and
Sport have made a public commitment to ensuring women can access later
stage abortions up to the legal limit within Scotland

Slide 19
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Work being progressed

» November 2022: The abortion policy team presented a paper to the
National Planning Executive based on a recommendation from Chief
Medical Officer

» The National Planning Group recommended National Services Scotland
(NSS) would be best placed to progress this work

» The abortion policy team met with NSS, and agreed to seek endorsement
from Scottish Association of Medical Directors

» January 2023: SAMD and Senior Medical Officers agreed to NSS
progressing work on a national service for later stage abortion in
Scotland

Slide 20

What’s next

» The Scottish Government is working with NSS to understand
what is needed to provide a national service

» NSS have committed to drafting a specification which will detail
the requirements of a national service

» NSS will draft the specification with input from Health Boards
to ensure that it fully address the needs of patients

» NSS will then ask Health Boards to bid to host the service
described within the specification

» We know there are challenges, so will continue to look at all
options to make sure this service is provided

Slide 21
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Barriers

» Finding a host site

» Capacity within Health Boards
» Skillset

» Staffing

Slide 22

The future

» We will ask all Health Boards to consider bidding to host a
national service

» We continue to offer financial support to doctors who wish
to train in later stage abortion

» There is a commitment to ensuring later stage abortions
can be performed in Scotland for women who require this
service.

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk>
Sent: 16 January 2023 16:24

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: Late surgical abortion training
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Hi <Redacted>
<Redacted>

So we still have quite a bit to work out in terms of logistics to determine if this will in
fact be feasible or not. <Redacted> and | are trying to organise another meeting but
it has thus far proven difficult. I'm not sure if in any previous discussions about a
centralised service for Scotland the problem of theatre access was discussed? i.e.
are there any other sites this could be offered?

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
<Redacted>

Chalmers Sexual Health Centre
2A Chalmers Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9ES
T: <Redacted> | E: <Redacted> @nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk

NHS

¥ cairn

Contraception & abortion interdisciplinary research network

<Redacted>

From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2023 10:05

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Late surgical abortion training

Hi <Redacted>
Thanks for letting us know.

Are there specific concerns being raised by your hospital colleagues, and is there
anything we can do to support you in your upcoming meetings?

Kind regards,

<Redacted>

Blood Donation and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

Mobile: <Redacted>
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Email: <Redacted>@gov.scot

From: <Redacted>) <<Redacted> @nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk>
Sent: 10 January 2023 09:57

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Cc: <Redacted><<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: Late surgical abortion training

Dear <Redacted>

Apologies for the delay. <Redacted>. Obviously | would not want to proceed with
training (or indeed request any funding) unless | knew it was going to be feasible for
me to offer this service afterwards. We have some further meetings scheduled
locally and | will certainly keep you posted of the outcome.

Sorry not to have to better news just now!

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
<Redacted>

Chalmers Sexual Health Centre
2A Chalmers Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9ES
T: <Redacted> ) | E: <Redacted> @nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk

5% NHS

¥ | cairn

Contraception & abortion interdisciplinary research network

Please note Wednesday is my academic day and | work mostly off-site
From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: Monday, January 9, 2023 12:10

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Late surgical abortion training

Hi <Redacted>

Happy New year!
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| realise you must be incredibly busy, but | wanted to check how you are getting on
with your draft proposal? As we mentioned before, we are happy to offer support if
needed.

Kind regards,

<Redacted>

Blood Donation and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

Mobile: <Redacted>

Email: <Redacted>@gov.scot

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>

Sent: 24 July 2023 16:24

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @bpas.org>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@bpas.org>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Abortion training - BPAS contract

Hi <Redacted>, <Redacted>, <Redacted>

Thanks for this. My colleague <Redacted> has signed the contract for the Scottish
Government. <Redacted> — could you liaise with your relevant manager to get it
signed for Tayside’s interests in relation to releasing you for the necessary time,
etc.?

<Redacted> — my colleague <Redacted> has raised a purchase order for you.
Therefore when the contract is fully signed and you’re ready to send the first invoice
could you quote SG1069230 on the invoice so we can ensure our Finance team
pays it promptly.

Thanks very much.

Best wishes,

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh
Tel: <Redacted>
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From: <Redacted>

Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 2:38 PM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted> @bpas.org
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: <Redacted> interview

Hi <Redacted> , <Redacted>,

Thanks to <Redacted> for sending it over to us. We are wondering if it is possible
for BPAS to amend this, perhaps to a tripartite agreement, or to show that Scottish
Government are making the payment in the payment section of the training
agreement, which we can then sign and take forward the invoicing, but someone
from NHS Tayside also ought to sign as the majority of the points in here are more
relevant to the Board to agree.

The alternative of course is that NHS Tayside sign as a whole and make the
payment and then invoice us, but conscious that could cause delay and we are
happy to just make the payment — we will just need the agreement to show that for
audit purposes.

<Redacted> — we can discuss further when the agreement is agreed but | don’t think
BPAS are on our payments system at present and there is a form to fill out to get you
on there. As | say we can do this once approach is agreed but just flagging.

Best wishes,
<Redacted>

<Redacted> | <Redacted>

Abortion Policy Team Leader | Population Health Directorate
Scottish Government

3E, St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>

Sent: 27 June 2023 19:18

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: Fwd: <Redacted> interview

Please see attached and request from <Redacted> to have this signed please
<Redacted>

<Redacted>
Sent from Outlook for Android
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From: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Sent: Sunday, May 28, 2023 10:58:00 AM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>

Cc: <Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: <Redacted> interview

Thanks very much <Redacted>

We can arrange with BPAS for them to invoice us for the costs. They should be able
to do that directly rather than needing to invoice your Board.

Best wishes,
<Redacted>
Sent with BlackBerry Work (www.blackberry.com)

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>
Sent: 26 May 2023 12:59

To: "<Redacted>" <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: Fwd: <Redacted> interview

Sorry forgot to CC you into the email chain

<Redacted>
<Redacted>

Sent from Outlook for Android

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>
Sent: Friday, May 26, 2023 11:49:40 AM

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Subject: Fwd: <Redacted> interview

Please find attached interview outcomes from todays discussion with BPAS and with
a view to expected timetable for them to accommodate my training. Her action plan
was for me to liase with yourself to discuss funding etc, only cost highlighted so far
would be the training cost for the study modules at 2000 pounds per module (2
modules that can be done sequentially or staggered if need be according to her). I'm
currently working at a reduced caseload on a <Redacted> so | have told them | have
availability to start any training from roughly July onwards.

<Redacted>
<Redacted>

Sent from Outlook for Android
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From: nss nationalplanning <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 20 September 2023 12:46

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @ed.ac.uk>; REYNOLDS-WRIGHT John
<Redacted>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS
Grampian) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @gov.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; nss
nationalplanning <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: RE: Specification and Action Note 04/09/23 - NSD/SACP subgroup - Mid
Trimester Abortion

Hi All

| wanted to provide you with a quick update on progress. Firstly thank you to
<Redacted> and <Redacted> for your feedback on the specification - <Redacted>
and | are reviewing this week. The paper and specification — as indicated went to
Board Chief Executives Meeting on 121" September. No board came forward at the
meeting but there was a commitment to take away for engagement within Boards.

NSD are now drafting a letter to go to larger/central belt Boards to formally ask them
to consider acting as a provider Board and | expect this will go by the end of this
week, along with the updated specification. Expressions of interest to be returned by
31st October. | intend to circulate the updated specification to wider SACP along with
an update at the end of this week so there is degree of awareness within
Boards/clinical teams that this request is coming, although chief execs may have
already commenced engagement on the back of last weeks meeting.

In the meantime we will be meeting with Scottish Government colleagues to plan
potential next steps in the event that no Board comes forward as a host.

| hope this is helpful and once again want to thank you for your time and input to
date.

Kind Regards

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
N H s Programme Manager
o/ National Planning
National National Services Division

Services NHS National Services Scotland
Scotland  YEARS 1 credacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot |  Chat on Teams

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ o

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
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Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a

From: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @ed.ac.uk>

Sent: Thursday, September 7, 2023 5:51 PM

To: REYNOLDS-WRIGHT John <<Redacted> >; nss nationalplanning
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @ggc.scot.nhs.uk>;
<Redacted> (NHS Grampian) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted>@gov.scot;
<Redacted>@gov.scot; <Redacted> @gov.scot

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: Re: Specification and Action Note 04/09/23 - NSD/SACP subgroup - Mid
Trimester Abortion

Thanks for sending this.

In addition to <Redacted> comments, i would suggest that we could we 'second
trimester' rather than mid trimester- simply because this would enable us then to
say 'towards the end of the second trimester' in the document and avoid use of the
word late altogether. But ok to keep mid if prefer.

On page 2, <Redacted>.

On page 5 growth of numbers - maybe rather than worry people that this will lead
to more - (it is subtle) replace wording along lines of that it is possible

that women who might otherwise have been forced to continue an unwanted
pregnancy due to the barrier of travel to England , might be able to choose to
terminate the pregnancy .

| love the tables they are super clear

<Redacted>

<Redacted>

Chalmers Centre, 2a Chalmers Street, Edinburgh EH3 9ES,
Tel <Redacted>

Mobile <Redacted>

From: John Reynolds-Wright <Redacted> >
Sent: 07 September 2023 16:43
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To: nss nationalplanning <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; <Redacted> (NHS Grampian) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>;
<Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted>@gov.scot
<<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> @gov.scot <<Redacted> @gov.scot>;
<Redacted> <<Redacted> @ed.ac.uk>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: Re: Specification and Action Note 04/09/23 - NSD/SACP subgroup - Mid
Trimester Abortion

Hi all,

Just two small comments on the document — at the end of page 4, the underlined
text says ‘mid to late trimester’ — | think this is a rogue ‘late’ that can be deleted.
Also, in the second section on this page, there is wording about contraception only in
the immediate term — might be worth specifically stating that LARC (including IUDs
and Implants) will be expect to be initiated, or a 3-6 month supply of other forms of
contraception.

For the other notes, some thoughts since the meeting:

Workforce: a colleague of mine <Redacted> who is a CSRH SpR in London is
trained in mid-trimester surgical abortion up to 24 weeks and is hoping to
<Redacted> (August 2024) — if everything works out, | am certain she would want to
contribute to delivery of the national service.

Costs: Another aspect to consider for the service in terms of costs could be to build
in the option to receive patients from outside of Scotland — <Redacted>.

Finally, | just wanted to say in advance of the Chief Executives meeting, that | think
the <Redacted> could be a good candidate — <Redacted> if it was otherwise
suitable and would have other advantages such as anonymity (stigma avoidance)
and patients wouldn’t necessarily return there for other care in the future (so not
triggering memories etc).

BW
John

Dr John J Reynolds-Wright
<Redacted>

From: nss nationalplanning <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Date: Thursday, 7 September 2023 at 15:53

To: John Reynolds-Wright <Redacted> >, <Redacted> <<Redacted>
@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>, <Redacted> (NHS Grampian) <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>,
<Redacted>@gov.scot <<Redacted>@gov.scot>, <Redacted>@gov.scot
<<Redacted>@gov.scot>, <Redacted> @gov.scot <<Redacted> @gov.scot>,
Sharon Cameron <<Redacted> @ed.ac.uk>

Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>, <Redacted>
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<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>, <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Subject: Specification and Action Note 04/09/23 - NSD/SACP subgroup - Mid
Trimester Abortion

This email was sent to you by someone outside the University.

You should only click on links or attachments if you are certain that the email is
genuine and the content is safe.

Hi All

As promised please find attached a copy of the high level specification that will be
going to Board Chief Executives meeting on Tuesday 12" September, We have
amended the return date for expressions of interest to 315t October to allow for
further engagement within Boards. Following the BCE meeting next week | will check
that NSD are comfortable to release this to all SACP as | think that wider
engagement and socialisation of the specification for awareness within the key staff
in Boards will be very helpful to support gauging interest in a Board potentially
coming forward as a provider.

Should you have any feedback meantime, questions or changes to the action notes
please get in touch.

Some Key Points/Action Notes from our meeting on Monday are detailed below:

Present

<Redacted> — National Medical Advisor (NSD)

<Redacted> — Programme Support Officer, Nationl
<Redacted> — WoS Planning - Sexual Health & Child Protection
<Redacted> — Consultant & Abortion Lead NHS Grampian
John Reynolds Wright — Clinical Lecturer in Sexual & Reproductive Health UoE and
Clinical Abortion Provider NHS Lothian

<Redacted> — Abortion Policy, SG

<Redacted> — Consultant and Lead NHS Lothian

<Redacted> — Abortion Policy, SG

<Redacted> — Abortion Policy, SG

<Redacted> — Programme Manager, National Planning, NSD

Key Points:

General
= <Redacted> advised the documents and references have been updated to
‘Mid Trimester Abortion’ due to emotive nature of language
= NSD submitted an update on progress to the last SACP on 8" August, this
meeting is a follow up to discuss feedback on the update and for NSD to
outline the next steps
=  From <Redacted> work and feedback from SACP there has demonstrated a
degree of inequity across Scotland in terms of surgical and medical provision
Specification Scope
= The numbers used in the high level specification are based on reasonable
assumptions of the no. of women who chose surgical terminations in England
where medical and surgical are offered (aprox 75%/25%)
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From discussions with the third sector providers and NHSE it is important that
beyond the benefits of repatriation, <Redacted>.

The spec for a proposed national service will only be for part of the abortion
journey mainly treatment and immediate care/contraception (i.e. expectation
remains around local referral, counselling, aftercare and longer term
contraception — i.e. anything out with the immediate post discharge).

Some of the details would be site specific — e.g. co-location of services
Indicative eligibility criteria limits in specification are between 18 and 24 weeks
<Redacted>

Workforce

<Redacted> commented that there are other staff expected to or are
undertaking training

Funding

Risks

<Redacted> indicated that <Redacted> <Redacted> highlighted that the
degree of workup in Scotland to ensure patients are referred to BPAS with all
workup and plans in place, may be greater that BPAS see from elsewhere
and therefore not like for like with e.g. England.

<Redacted>.

<Redacted>

Other

<Redacted> flagged that a new service, complication rates may be higher.
BPAS and MSI may only pick up complication rates that they are made aware
of, a NHS service should have enhanced reporting and therefore may not be
benchmarked in a comparable way.

SACP could be involved in the process (although not a formal group linked in
with governance, as a peer support group of interested parties with expertise).
National services are normally reviewed to ensure that they continue to meet
requirements 3/5 years for national designation criteria, long term some
services development into regional

<Redacted>

Next Steps:

NSD have developed a high level specification, it does not focus on the detail
at this stage and instead is more about the scope and high level requirements
to establish a Scottish National Service. The focus is on early indication from
Boards whether there is interest in acting as a service provider. The intention
then being to work up the detailed specification with a provider board and with
wider engagement from a clinical reference group of which it would be
proposed SACP or members of would be invited to be part of.

NSD Medical Director wrote to Scottish Association of Medical Directors with
a copy of the draft specification on 15t September (for awareness)

The high level specification will go to the Board Chief Execs meeting on 12
September (for discussion and request to consider expressions of interest)
Expressions of interest from Boards are sought by, was 15t Oct, now changed
to 315t Oct to allow time for engagement within Boards

Should a Board come forward this will go through the National Specialist
Services Committee commissioning and designation process
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= <Redacted> keen that SACP are aware that this is taking place

ACTIONS
= <Redacted> /<Redacted> to share specification with the members of this sub
group before sharing fully with wider SACP after the specification goes to
BCE on 12t September.
= <Redacted> to liaise with some suggested contacts re potential for Board
support (Corrine Love, <Redacted>, <Redacted>)

Thank you

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
N H s Programme Manager
A\ 4 National Planning
National National Services Division

Services NHS National Services Scotland
Scotland  YEARS  1¢;: <redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | W Chat on Teams

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ o

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a

This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iif) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.

From: nss nationalplanning <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>

Sent: 14 November 2023 13:06

To: <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@gov.scot>
Cc: <Redacted> <<Redacted> @gov.scot>; nss nationalplanning
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted> @nhs.scot>;<Redacted> <<Redacted> @nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted>
<<Redacted>@nhs.scot>; <Redacted> <<Redacted> @gov.scot>; <Redacted>
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<<Redacted> @gov.scot>; zzzNSD Queries <zzzNSDQueries@gov.scot>
Subject: Mid Trimester Abortion SBAR - Status and Options (SN Ref: NSD140)

Hi <Redacted> and <Redacted>

Please find attached the paper along with a cover paper for the mid trimester
abortion national development support work undertaken by NSD. The paper outlines
the status of the work, the barriers to progress as a nationally designated service,
other options for consideration and potential ways to improve abortion care that NSD
identified.

The paper has been approved by the senior team in NSD for early release to you as
agreed and will proceed to our internal clinical senior management group followed by
the National Planning Executive and Board as an update for noting.

This concludes the national development support provided by NSD at this stage. We
look forward to hearing the outcome of Scottish Governments consideration of the
report in due course.

Please let me know if you have any questions about the report or any other aspect of
the workstream. Thank you both for your help and support with this.

Kind Regards

<Redacted>

<Redacted>
N H S Programme Manager
A 4 National Planning
National National Services Directorate

Services NHS National Services Scotland
Scotland  YEARS 1 <Redacted> | <Redacted>@nhs.scot | ® Chat on Teams

Thanking our staff #NHSScot75 @ O

www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk
www.nationalplanning.scot.nhs.uk/
Team Email: <Redacted>@nhs.scot

We are NHS National Services Scotland. We offer a wide range of services and together we prc
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Find out more about our services a
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This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it by
mistake,

please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from your system; .
and (iii) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone.
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