
FOI 202500449628 - Farm to Fork Summit 

Could you supply all briefings and correspondence held about the farm to fork 

summit, between April 1 2024 and June 15 2024? 

 

1. MG to clear Farm to Fork UKG/ Shropshire Review email, 13 May 2024 

From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 13 May 2024 16:25 
 To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Land Reform & Islands 2024  
 Cc: [REDACTED], Minister for Agriculture and Connectivity   
 Subject: To clear - MG - Quote- MG - Farm to Fork UKG/ Shropshire Review 

 

Good afternoon, 

[REDACTED] 

Food and drink summit   

Commenting on the failure to invite Scottish Government representation to the UK 

Government’s Farm to Fork summit today, Rural Secretary Mairi Gougeon said: 

“This has been an incredibly challenging year for farmers and food producers and 

we have been stunned by the UK Government’s complete unwillingness to talk with 

us about the significant issues they are facing. We have written repeatedly to ask for 

meaningful engagement to look at solutions to labour shortages, long-term funding 

concerns and the impact of additional red tape caused by unilateral decisions taken` 

on labelling – with deafening silence as a response.  

“Despite these repeated requests, we were only made aware of the UK 

Government’s response to the UK Independent Review of Labour Shortages in the 

Food Supply Chain in England, within hours of its publication last week and it makes 

scant reference to UK migration policy. While we broadly welcome the extension to 

the Seasonal Visa Scheme, and stakeholders will likely be reassured by a level of 

certainty there, this was only ever meant to be a temporary fix.  

“The problems with securing migrant labour in sensitive parts of the sector including 

seasonal and seafood processing still loom large as the domestic market has 

repeatedly been tested and found to be incapable of meeting demand. This summit 

is just another in a long list of opportunities squandered by the UK Government to 

champion the food and drink sector together.” 

Background 

[REDACTED] 

 

2. Farm to fork event 14 May email, 1 May 2024 

Hi [REDACTED] 



  
No there hasn’t been an invite this year 
  
Thanks 
[REDACTED] 

 
From: Deputy Director of Food & Drink  
Sent: Wednesday, May 1, 2024 9:44 AM 
 To: Director of Agriculture and Rural Economy  
Cc: Deputy Director of Food & Drink  
 Subject: Farm to Fork event 14 May 
  
Good morning, 
  
Has [REDACTED] been invited to the farm to fork event? 

  
[REDACTED] 

 

3. RE: X-WH DG Food Security Group invitation email, 29 April 2024 

  
The lack of invitations to the 14 May summit is likely to be raised at the IMG on 

Wednesday. 
 
[REDACTED] 

 
From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2024 4:51 PM 
 To: DG Net Zero  
Cc: Director of Agriculture and Rural Economy ; [REDACTED]; Deputy Director of Food & Drink  

[REDACTED] 
Subject: FW: X-WH DG Food Security Group invitation 

  
Hi [REDACTED] 

   
Note also the confirmation that the Farm to Fork Summit will take place 14 May. I don’t believe 

anyone has received an invitation either ministerial or official…?  
  
From: [REDACTED] 

 Subject: X-WH DG Food Security Group invitation 
   



[REDACTED] 

 

4. Farm to fork, rural affairs committee appearance lines email, 14 May 2024 

 

From: [REDACTED] 

 Subject: RE: Farm to Fork 

  
 Hi [REDACTED], 

Thanks for the Teams chat explaining the context around the committee appearance 
tomorrow. I’ve made some tweaks below – thanks.  

• Of course, above all, I was highly disappointed not to be invited to the UK Government’s 

Farm to Fork Summit event which took place yesterday. I have already sent a letter to Mark 

Spencer raising all of these points on 10 May. 

 

5. Farm to fork email, 14 May 2024 

 

[REDACTED]  

As requested, some information on the small abattoir announcement in today’s wider 
Farm to Fork commitments. [REDACTED] I have used lines a per last week but feel 

free to amend. 

  
Best 
[REDACTED] 

  
Farm to Fork Summit: Small Abattoir Funding 
  
Background 
  
One of a suite of announcements at the Farm to Fork Summit of 14 May 2024, a £3 

million fund in support of small and mobile abattoirs in England was announced. It is 

capital funding to assist with setting up new processing sites and is drawn from the 

UK Government’s larger Farming Investment Fund.   
  
Lines to take (if pressed) 
 [REDACTED] 
 
 

6. Letter to Mark Spencer, 10 May 2024 

 



Rt Hon Mark Spencer 

MP Minister for Food, Farming and Fisheries Department for Environment, Food and 

Rural Affairs  

Email: [REDACTED] 

 

 

Our ref: Publication and Launch of the annual Food Security Index 2024  

10 May 2024  

 

Dear Mark,  

 

Thank you for your letter detailing the progress made towards delivery of the annual 

Food Security Index.  

 

I appreciate that Defra officials have engaged collaboratively with my officials and 

Food Standards Scotland during the development of this work and on the UK Food 

Security Report more widely.  [REDACTED] 

 

I continue to await my invitation to the upcoming Farm to Fork Summit that the Prime 

Minister is set to host on May 14. You will recall that last year I was surprised and 

disappointed not to receive an invitation. I am sure you will agree that representation 

from devolved government ministers is necessary for a meaningful summit given the 

devolved nature of food and farming policy in the UK.  

 

In March, I invited your colleague, the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and 

Rural Affairs to our own International Food Summit in June. We continue to await his 

reply.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

7. Additional Briefing - Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Land Reform and 

Islands - Committee - PM Farm to Fork Summit - 14 May 2024 

 

From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 14 May 2024 16:58 
 To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Land Reform & Islands 2024   
 Cc: [REDACTED] 
 Subject: Additional Briefing - Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Land Reform and Islands - 
Committee - PM Farm to Fork Summit - 14 May 2024 

  
PS / Cabinet Secretary 
  



PM Attendance at Farm to Fork Summit – Tuesday 14 May 2024 
  
For awareness, the UK Prime Minister today attended the Farm to Fork Summit at Downing 

Street. Here, he launched his “blueprint to boost the British fruit and vegetable sector” and 

made a number of announcements relating to abattoirs, tenant farming, poultry farming, 

endemics diseases, and edible horticulture.  
  
Ahead of the Cabinet Secretary’s appearance before the Rural Affairs and Islands Committee 

tomorrow, please find attached and linked below – an additional briefing note, which 

addresses the PM’s announcement, in the event that it is raised: 
   
With many thanks to colleagues for their invaluable contributions. 
  
As ever, happy to discuss.  
  
Best wishes, 
[REDACTED] 

 

8. Rural Affairs and Islands Committee briefing, 15 May 2024 

 

Additional Briefing – PM attendance at Farm to Fork Summit 
  

Rural Affairs and Islands Committee 
Wednesday 15 May 2024, 0900 

  
Issue: Upon the publication of the first UK Food Security Index, the PM attended the 

Farm to Fork Summit on Tuesday 14 May 2024. Here, he launched his “blueprint to 

boost the British fruit and vegetable sector”, and announced the following: 
  
1. Up to £3 million towards supporting small and mobile abattoirs to support 

British farmers.  

Background 
This is capital funding to assist with setting up new processing sites and is drawn 

from the UK Government’s larger Farming Investment Fund.   
  
It is the second funding pot available this financial year, the other being the £4 

million Small Abattoir Fund which is also capital support but for upgrading 

existing small abattoirs.  
  

Top Lines 

• Abattoirs play a crucial role in Scotland’s food supply chain.  



• Throughput is vital to ensure that plants are fit for purpose and have a viable 

future.   

• The Small Producer Pilot Fund Steering Group conducted a survey of ‘private 

kill’ abattoir services and the results have now been published by SAOS. 

• £180,000 of support for 23-24 included funding for two small scale abattoir 

projects to tackle access and throughput issues through collaboration. 

• A further £1 million of support has been confirmed for the Pilot Fund for 24-25 

to help bolster our food security whilst improving fairness for our small rural 

businesses. 

  
2. Delivering on a commitment we made in our response to the Rock Review 

into tenant farming and following a call for evidence, confirming that we will 

appoint a Commissioner for the Tenant Farming Sector (CTFS) this autumn. 

  
Top Lines 

[REDACTED] 

[REDACTED] 

 

3. A £22m infrastructure grant for laying hens to help poultry farmers to 

improve the health, welfare and productivity of their flocks. 

Top Lines 
• We are committed to support for the poultry sector.  

• Our 2023 Programme for Government commits to identifying potential 

opportunities to increase sustainable production and markets for poultry and 

eggs.  

• This commitment is underlined through the Agriculture and Rural 

Communities (Scotland) Bill.  

  

UK Food Security Index 
 Top lines 
[REDACTED] 
Edible Horticulture 
Background 
PM made a series of announcements to boost fruit and vegetables production, 

including: 
• Reducing planning burdens and renewable energy support, but also ‘new’ 

funding for the Fruit and Vegetables Aid Scheme replacement. 

• A promise to double to £80m the amount of funding given to horticulture. 

However, this seems to include (although we have yet to get confirmation), £10m 

towards orchards, and £50m previously announced for automation. 

  



There are no firm details on the replacement for the Food & Vegetables aid scheme, 

other than the fact that the Producer Organisation model can still be funded, but it 

will be open to individuals. 
  
The announcements emphasise support for Controlled Environment Horticulture 

(CEH) which includes glasshouses and vertical farms. This is not something we have 

particularly considered in Scotland, as there seems to be limited demand. 
  
There is no mention on the size of producers who can claim support, so it is unclear 

yet if market gardens will benefit.  
  

9. UKG Coverage of the Farm to Fork Summit at Downing Street email, 15 May 

2024 

 

From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 15 May 2024 14:59 
 To: [REDACTED] 

 Subject: FW: Coverage of the Farm to Fork Summit at Downing Street 

  
FYI – in case anything of interest.  
  
[REDACTED]  

  
From: GOV.UK blogs <gov.uk.blogs@notifications.service.gov.uk>  
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2024 2:56 PM 
 To: [REDACTED] 
 Subject: Coverage of the Farm to Fork Summit at Downing Streetnew post, “Coverage of the Farm to Fork 

Summit at Downing Street” has just been published on the Defra in the media blog. Following a package of new measures announced at the farm summit, there has been 

widespread coverage across broadcast, national and…  

  

 

A new post, “Coverage of the Farm to Fork Summit at Downing Street” has 

just been published on the Defra in the media blog.  

Following a package of new measures announced at the farm summit, 

there has been widespread coverage across broadcast, national and trade 

media. 

Read the new post: https://deframedia.blog.gov.uk/2024/05/15/coverage-

of-the-farm-to-fork-summit-at-downing-street/ 

 

 

mailto:gov.uk.blogs@notifications.service.gov.uk
https://deframedia.blog.gov.uk/2024/05/15/coverage-of-the-farm-to-fork-summit-at-downing-street/
https://deframedia.blog.gov.uk/2024/05/15/coverage-of-the-farm-to-fork-summit-at-downing-street/


You’re getting this email because you subscribed to updates from the 

Defra in the media blog. 

Unsubscribe from the Defra in the media blog. 

 

10. Senior Officials Programme Board briefing, 6 June 2024 

 

Food security 
  

  SG Objective: 
• Seek commitments that devolved ministers will be invited to the Farm to Fork 

summit. 

  
 Points to make 

[REDACTED] 

 

 Background 
• At the NFU Conference on 20 February, the PM announced a new annual UK-wide 

Food Security Index to capture and present the data needed to monitor levels of food 

security, with the first draft to be published this spring during the second UK Farm to 

Fork Summit, and that the Farm to Fork Summit will be held annually. 

• [REDACTED] 
• SG officials are planning a small, high-level food security summit in June and named 

ministers from the other nations will be invited. If the specific minister cannot attend, 

they will be able to send a senior official. 

 

11. SG internal note of SOPB 6 June 2024 

 

Defra-Devolved Governments Senior Officials Programme Board 
Thursday 6 June 2024 
SG summary 
[REDACTED] 

 

12. Interview briefing – Mr Fairlie – Holyrood Magazine 21 May 2024 

 

Fruit and Vegetables Aid Scheme 
• The UK Government Farm to Fork summit on 14 May 2024 included an 

announcement to develop a new Horticulture Resilience and Growth (HRG) 

Offer, where Defra will look to double to £80 million the amount of funding 

given to horticulture businesses in England, when compared to the EU legacy 

Fruit and Vegetable Aid, which will be replaced in England from 2026. 

 

13. Was Sunak’s summit enough to inspire supply chain confidence?  

https://deframedia.blog.gov.uk/subscribe/?id=2440580&link=a6fce26bcf6cd9c55781ccae6b22543a80c0371edfd3e1830e57f1cdae884162


 

From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2024 10:38 AM 
 To: [REDACTED] 

Subject: Was Sunak’s summit enough to inspire supply chain confidence? 

  
Hi [REDACTED] 

Just to flag some more coverage: https://www.thegrocer.co.uk/politics/was-sunaks-summit-enough-

to-inspire-supply-chain-confidence/691407.article  

[REDACTED] 

Hope all well. 

[REDACTED] 

 

https://www.thegrocer.co.uk/politics/was-sunaks-summit-enough-to-inspire-supply-chain-confidence/691407.article
https://www.thegrocer.co.uk/politics/was-sunaks-summit-enough-to-inspire-supply-chain-confidence/691407.article


REQUEST UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 2002 

(FOISA)  

 

Thank you for your request dated 23 January 2025 under the Freedom of 

Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA). 

 

Your request  

 

Could you supply all briefings and correspondence held about the farm to fork 

summit, between April 1 2024 and June 15 2024? 

 

Response to your request 

 

I enclose a copy of some of the information you requested in your request. While our 

aim is to provide information wherever possible, in this instance we are unable to 

provide some of the information requested because exemptions under sections 

28(1), 30(b)(i), 30(b)(ii) and 38(1)(b) of FOISA apply to that information. The reasons 

why these exemptions apply are explained in the Annex to this letter. 

 

Your right to request a review 

 

If you are unhappy with this response to your FOI request, you may ask us to carry 

out an internal review of the response, by writing to the Director for Agriculture & 

Rural at DirectorARE@gov.scot. Your review request should explain why you are 

dissatisfied with this response and should be made within 40 working days from the 

date when you received this letter. We will complete the review in accordance with 

FOISA as soon as possible and not later than 20 working days from the day 

following the date we receive your review request.   

 

If you are not satisfied with the result of the review, you then have the right to appeal 

to the Scottish Information Commissioner. More detailed information on your appeal 

rights is available on the Commissioner’s website at: 

https://www.itspublicknowledge.info/appeal  

 

mailto:DirectorARE@gov.scot
https://www.itspublicknowledge.info/appeal


 

REASONS FOR NOT PROVIDING INFORMATION     ANNEX 

 

An exemption applies 

 

An exemption under section 38(1)(b) of FOISA applies to some of the information 

you have requested because it is personal data of a third party, for example the 

names of individuals and disclosing it would contravene the data protection 

principles in Article 5(1) of the General Data Protection Regulation and in section 

34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018.   

 

This exemption is not subject to the ‘public interest test’, so we are not required to 

consider if the public interest in disclosing the information outweighs the public 

interest in applying the exemption. 

 

An exemption applies, subject to the public interest test 

 

An exemption under section 28(1) of FOISA (relations with the UK) applies to some 

of the information you have requested. This exemption applies because disclosure 

would, or would be likely to, prejudice substantially relations between the Scottish 

Government and the UK Government. Release of information regarding 

communications with the UK Government and between Scottish Government 

officials concerning the Farm to Fork Summit could mean that the UK Government 

would likely be more reluctant to fully engage the Scottish Government on this and 

other issues in the future, which would reduce both the frequency and openness of 

communications between the Scottish Government and other UK administrations. It 

is essential for the effective administration of the UK as a whole that there should be 

regular, and often private, communications between the Scottish Government, the 

UK Government and the other devolved governments at all levels. Disclosure of this 

information will mean that the UK Government is likely to be more reluctant to 

communicate as frequently and openly with the Scottish Government in future. 

 

This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all 

the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing 

the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have 

found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the 

exemption. We recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing information as 



part of open, transparent and accountable government, and to inform public 

debate. However, there is a greater public interest in maintaining good relations 

between the Scottish Government, the UK Government and other devolved 

governments, and in protecting the free exchange of information between the 

administrations to ensure that we keep each other fully and regularly informed about 

matters of mutual interest. There is no public interest in disclosing information when 

that will damage relationships and disrupt future engagement. 

 

An exemption under section 30(b)(i) of FOISA (free and frank provision of advice) 

applies to some of the information requested. This exemption applies because 

disclosure would, or would be likely to, inhibit substantially the free and frank 

provision of advice. This exemption recognises the need for officials to have a 

private space within which to provide free and frank advice to Ministers before the 

Scottish Government reaches a settled public view. 

 

This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all 

the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing 

the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have 

found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption. 

We recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing information as part of open, 

transparent and accountable government, and to inform public debate. However, 

there is a greater public interest in allowing a private space within which officials can 

provide full and frank advice to Ministers. This private thinking space is essential to 

enable all options to be properly considered, based on the best available advice, so 

that good decisions can be taken.  Premature disclosure is likely to undermine the 

full and frank discussion of issues between Ministers and officials, which in turn will 

undermine the quality of the policy making process, which would not be in the public 

interest. 

 

An exemption under section 30(b)(ii) of FOISA (free and frank exchange of views) 

applies to some of the information requested. This exemption applies because 

disclosure would, or would be likely to, inhibit substantially the free and frank 

exchange of views for the purposes of deliberation. This exemption recognises the 

need for Ministers and officials to have a private space within which to discuss and 

explore options before the Scottish Government reaches a settled public view.   

 

This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all 

the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing 

the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have 



found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption.  

We recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing information as part of open, 

transparent and accountable government, and to inform public debate. However, 

there is a greater public interest in allowing Ministers and officials a private space 

within which to communicate as part of the process of exploring and refining the 

Government’s position. This private space is essential to enable all options to be 

properly considered. Premature disclosure is likely to undermine the full and frank 

discussion of issues between the officials and Ministers, which in turn will undermine 

the quality of the policy making process, which would not be in the public interest.   
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